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286 HISTORY OF DELAWARE.

TEVENSON, M. MORRIS, Apothe-
I
church. Me wns married September 20,

X cary, Felton, Delaware., was born in
|

to Miss Lydia Walton, ycmng-est daughte

Dover, February 26
,
1840. His parents David Walton, late of ivlilford. ?-Ir. W'

865,

of

aiton

were James H. and Temperance A. ' was a man of remarkable Christian cliaracter.

X)' (Morris) Stevenson. His father was a He died in k^ 8[, Mr. and Mrs. Stevenson

builder in his early life but became a m.er- have had four children, of whom three are li\--

chant in 1846. He was a man of honor and ing; LncretiaM.; Fannie B.,and Grace Walton,

uprightness, with great energy and enter-
1
Stevenson.

prise, and enjoyed the full confidence and
! 1630705

respect of the community. He died in 1849,
|

at the age of thirty-eight. Mrs. Stevenson '

is still living and resides with her son, the
'

subject of this sketch. She was born in i

1809. The grandfather of Mr. M. Morris

Stevenson, Thomas Stevenson, was born in

f^OBINSON, ALFRED P., of George-
^ town, Ex-Deputy-Attorney General of

the State of Delaware, was born in

^ Georgetown, Feb. 17, 1842. An account

Smyrna, (then called Duck Creek Cross

Roads,) February 25, 1787. He was a promi-

nent member of the M. E. Church for half

a century, and for many years was a Justice

of the Peace in Dover. He died in that

place in the triumphs of the Christian faith,

November 10, 1865, when in his seventy-ninth

of his ancestry is given p. 237. He received a

good English education in the schools of his

native place, and leaving the academy at the

age of seventeen and a-half, he at once com-

menced reading law in his father’s office. He
was admitted to the bar in April, 1863, when
he was twenty-one years of age, and began

yCcil. lie VVcl3 J tjK, I k I ^

who came to this country from England,some-
(

partner. His success was marked from th.e

time prior to 1774, and settled at Duck Creek
j

first, and after the death of his father, May 4,

Cross Roads, fie married Margaret Denny,! 1866, he continued alone the professional busi-

February 14, 1775. He was .an Episcopalian
|

ness of the firm. He now siands in the front

and highly esteenred as a citizen. His descen-
[
rank of the members of the bar in Delaw^are,

dants have ever s-ince been residents of the
,

practicing in the civil, criminal and chancery

same locality, living mostly in Smyrna and
;

courts, in each of which he is dintinguished.

Dover. Mr. M. Morris Stevenson attended in
]

He has a large and lucrative practice, and has

his boyhood the public schools of his native 1 been engaged in many of the most celebrated

place, and for three years the private school
j

cases, which have been tried in Sussex county

of Prof. Wdlliarn Sharp. At the age of four- since he came to the bar. He has a fine intel-

teen he entered as a clerk the drug store of D lect, and is devoted to his profession, thro'.v-

F. Barton, with whom he remained six years, ing his whole strength and power with ve-

in May, i860, while still under age, he removed 1 hemence into every case entrusted to his

to Felton, and embarked in the drug business care. Pingrossed in his duties, he remains

on his own account. In this lie has been from
^

quietly at home, finding there more than

that time successfully engaged, and has be- ' enough to engage all his time and thoughts,

come the leading apothecary of that part of
|

He is, moreover, a gentleman of high social

the state. He is one of the most prominent : standing, and the warm regards of his fellow-

business men of P'elton, and one of its most
,

townsmen still further attach him to the home
highly respected citizens. For four years he i of his fathers, and the place where he has

has been one of the commissioners of that 1 spent his life. In 1875, he was Clerk of rhe

town, and a trustee of the Felton Sem.inary .State Senate, and the same year w^as appointed

since 1874. He was postmaster from 1866 to Deputy- Attorney General, by Hon. John B.

1868. He connected himself with the IMasonic
!
Pennington, then Attorney General for the

order of his town in May, 1872, since which

time he has been treasurer of the Lodge. .He

joined the Odd Fellow's in M-'rch, 1S61, and is

.Mr. Stevenson

State. He was a delegat

treasurer also of that Lodge.

; to the Democratic

National Convention, held in Cincinnati in

18S0. Mr. Robinson is a member of the

Masonic order. He is also a member of the

is a member of and an elder in the Presbyterian
j

Protestant Episcopal Church

t
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BIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT. 187

^ OSA, JOHN JAMES, Master of Dela-

ware State Grange, Patrons of Hus-

baridry, Farmer and Fruit Grower, of

Milford, was born in Ulster county, New
(5)^ York, April 10, 1833, parents were

Jacob H. and Catherine (Hasbrouck; Rosa.

Jacob H. Rosa was a farmer all his litc, an

enterprising, prosperous and popular man,

greatly respected by the community. He died

in June, 1877, at the age of eighty-one. He
was the eldest son of Herman and Catherine

(Sleight) Roosa, and the name was changed by

him to Rosa. Herman Roosa was one of the

early settlers of Ulster county, and the land

he took up is now in possession of the fourth

generation of his descendants. Fie was the

son of Herman Roosa, the elder, who emigrated

from Holland to New York. According to

the family tradition the Roosaswere originally

French and the name was Rossian, and they

removed to Holland, probably to enjoy relig-

ious freedom. The mother of the subject of
.0 rl< t f T RocliffxHas-

brouck, who belonged to one of the oldest

Huguenot families in Ulster county. The old

Hasbrouck house was built of stone in 1705,

and the port holes in the parlor, from which

the inmates defended themselves against the

Indians, are still to be seen. In 1836, when

he was only three years of age, Mr. Rosa’s

parents removed to Cayuga county. Central

New York, where his father continued farming

till 1870. Mr. Rosa enjoyed the advantages

of a good english and business education in

the schools of Cayuga county, till the age of

sixteen, after which he attended only during

the winter season till the age of twenty. He
continued to live with his parents, taking the

burden of care at the farm, till he was mar-

ried, in i860, when his father retired, and he

assumed entire charge. This he continued

till 1870, when he removed to Milford, and

then purchased of Joseph Yardley, the

farm on which he now resides, and which

has become famous throughout the United

States as the J. J. Rosa Fruit Farm. It

consists of ninety acres in the suburbs of

Milford, and is excellently located for the

purpose to which it is devoted. Mr. Rosa
has been very successful with his peach trees,

of which he has two thousand, and the same
number of fine pear trees. His eight and

a-half acres of strawberries have paid well,

also, his ten acres of Wilson blackberries

and seven acres of black ra.spbcrrie-^. Besides

these he has plums, apples, grapes and aspa-

ragus, which have been profitable. His fruit

raising has not only been a success, but has

attracted attention throughout the State and

many portions of the United States. He erected

an Evaporator in 1876, principally for the pur-

:

pose of saving his own fruit. It has a capacity

,

of two hundred and fift\' baskets in twenty-

four hours. Mr. Rosa evaporates only the best

fruit, of ail kinds, excepting straw'berrics. His

: evaporated fruits have a high reputation on the

market. He was an active member of the

Fruit Growers’ Association till it ceased to

c.xist, when, in 1876, he was largely instru-

mental ih organizing the Milford Grange, No.

6, Patrons of Husbandry, of which he w'as

made Master for the first three years On the

j

organization of the Delaware State Grange, in

j

1877, Mr. Rosa was made Master, which hon-

i <-)rable and responsible position he has held

j

ever since, having been elected for four succes-

I
sive terms. He has attended six annual ses-

j

sions of the National Grange, as a representa-

tive from Delaware. These were held in

Louisville, in 1874. in Chicago, in 1876, in Cin-

cinnati, in 1877, in Richmond, in 1878, in Can-

andaigua, New York, in 1879, and in Wash-
ington. in 18S0. He keeps some stock on his

farm, all thoroughbred Jerseys, in which he

takes a pardonable pride. Mr. Rosa is not a

politician, and is independent in his views and

sentiments. He was brought up in the Pres-

byterian Church, and still attends and aids in

maintaining that denominal ion. He was mar-

ried in i860, to Miss Sarah M., daughter of

Ale.xander and Magdalen (DuBois) Elting.

This family is also of French Huguenot ex-

traction, long settled in Ulster county. New
York. Mr. and Mrs. Rosa have three children;

Alexander Elting, Ida Elting, and Jacob

Herman Rosa. Mr. Rosa is a gentleman of

large intelligence, broad, liberal and practical

views and great enterprise. These qualities

have made him conspicuous in the agricultural

interests of the State, to which he is devoted,

and with a physical and mental organiza-

tion, which has thus far enabled him to do

a large amount of work for one no older than

is J. J. Rosa.
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[^RirPEN, EDWARD JOHN. Whole-'

sile and Retail Grocer, Philadelphia,

was born in Milltown, near Stanton,

New Castle county, May 26, 1826. He
was the second son of Silas and Mar:a

(Rodgers) Crippen, who were both from Kent

county. Silas Crippen was a farmer, and was

born in Frederica in 1797. In 1804, when
;

only seven years of age, he lost his father,

Benjamin Crippen, who was also a farmer,

and was brought up from that time partly by

place, andMr William Townsend of that

partly by Mr. Zadoc Townsend, who were

brothers, and relatives of his mother. He
He married about the year 1818. His oldest

1

child was James Crippen, now engaged in
;

mercantile business in Wilmington. The third
|

child was Joshua D. Crippen, who went to
,

California in 1S49, after spending some ^

years at the gold mines, was elected sheriff of.

Mariposa county in 1858, and was re-elected
,

every two years for a period of fourteen years.

He died, while still holding that office, in 1872, ;

leaving a widow and three children, barah
|

Jane Crippen was the fourth child and only

daughter. She died unmarried in Newark, at
|

the house of her brother Edward. The wife
'

of Silas Crippen had previously been married
^

to a Mr. Townsend, by whom she had two 1

daughters, both now deceased. She died in
'

1835, and her husband in 1841 The family
’

were originally from Scotland, and came to

Delaware, it is supposed, with the early set-

tlers. By the early orphanage of Silas Crippen,

the family Bible and much that is of great

importance in their history, has been lost trace

of. Two brothers, James and Benjamin Crip-

pen, first came to this state, leaving John, an

elder brother, in Scotland, w’ho inherited the

family estate. This estate, now of immense

value has, within the last forty-five years, been

left without an heir. Undoubtedly the Crip-

pens of Delaware could be proven the rightful

owners, but for the difficulty of recovering the

lost links in their history. They have always

borne an e.xcellent name, and have been highly

esteemed in the communities where they have

resided. His mother dying when he was only

nine years of age, Edward J. Crippen w^as

brought up in the family of John Peach, Esq.,

the husband of his half sister. He w'as sent

regularly to school and received, for that time,

a good English education. With tliis for a

foundation.and indulging through life a natural

fondness for books and reading, he has at-

tained a more tlian usual degree of culture.

In 1842 he went to live with, his elder brother,

James, in New Castle, and was clerk in his

store. He first commenced business for him-

self by opening a store in Newark, where he

remained three years. In 1853 he removed to

Philadelphia and entered into partnership with

his father-in-law', W. S. Maddock. This gen-

tleman w^asthe proprietor of the oldest grocery

house in Pennsylvania, located at 115 South

Third street, Philadelphia, and which has been

in continuous business, and in the same family

from the time of its establishment in 1805

The founders were W. S. and P>. Maddock, who
continued it till 1826, when it was taken in

charge by W. S. Maddock, of the second gen-

eration, till 1853. By the admission of Mr.

Crippen at that time, the name of the firm was

changed to W. S. Maddock and Company. Mr.

Maddock died in 1867, and his son, John B.

hlduuock, of ilie third generation, continued

the business with Mr. Crippen, the firm bear-

ing the name of Crippen and Maddock. John
B. Maddock retired in 1873, and William Mad-
dock Crippen, the eldest son of the subject of

our sketch, was admitted to the firm, which

now assumed the name of E. J. Crippen and

Company. This name it still retains, but this

cherished son, the idol of his parents and of

his many friends, was removed by death. May
;
28, 1882, when in the thirtieth year of his age.

' Mr. Crippen has now taken in his place his

I

younger and only son, J. E. Crippen. The

,

large grocery business which they conduct

; is both wholesale and retail, and has been

!
sound and successful from the time of its fir.st

;

establishment in 1805. There has never been,

during all this length of time, any variation in

its strength or credit
;

it has never paid less

than one hundred cents on the dollar, and its

condition was never more flourishing and sub-

stantial .than now. As an old, reliable busi-

ness stand, it has been for generations one of

the landmarks of the city, and bids fair to hold

its place firmly amid all the changing scenes

around it for generations to come. Mr. Crip-

pen has long been known as one of the solid

I
men of the city, as sound in character and all

i
the essentials of a noble manhood, as in credit.

1 He is a trustee in the Tabernacle Baptist church,
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Chestnut street above Eighteenth. He was

married in 1850, to Miss Mary Maddock, dangh

ter of W. S. Maddock, and granddaughter of

the first W. S. Maddock, who,with his brother,

founded the business of which we have given

an account. William M.. mentioned above,

was the eldest of their three children. The
second child is Elizabeth Maddock Crippen,

and the youngest is James Edward Crippen,

Mrs. Crippen died in March, 1S82. In her loss

and that of his son, so soon succeeding, Mr.

Crippen has experienced a sorrow which has

elicited the deepest sympathy of his friends

and acquaintances.

7^ EYXOLDS JOHN A., Retired Merchant

and Earmer of Middletown, was born

near that town, December 4. 1813. His

Hther was William Reynolds, a farmer

(2/^ who was born in Appoquinimink hundred

and died in his 48th year. His grandfather was

Thomas Reynolds, also a farmer of th.e same

hundred. The family is of English ancestry

and were among the early settlers oi the

country. His mother was Elizabeth, daughter

of Arnold Naudain, an uncle of Dr. Arnold

Naudain, U. S. Senator from Delaware. At

the age of eight years, shortly after the death

of his father, John was sent first to the pay

school, then to the Pkliddletown Academy
where he remained until he was fifteen years

of age. He then entered the store of Mr.

John McDowell, at Dover, where he continued

for one year, when he accepted a clerkship in

the store of Mr. William B. Janvier, where he

remained until he was eighteen years of age,

when he returned home. He began the busi-

ness of agriculture at the age of twenty-two.

At first he rented the land which he cultivated,

when, after four years, he became the owner

of a farm known as “Glenwood, ’’lying two and

a half miles from. Newark and containing 165

acres. Soon after this he purchased another

farm of 100 acres, being assisted by his friends

to make the payments thereon. This kindness

was the result of his integrity and the confi-

dence reposed in him by his friends. Mr.

Reynolds was very successful as a farmer,

which business he followed until i86r, when he

began merchandizing in the town of Newark,

where he remained for three years. He then

removed to Middletown, and in connection

with his two younger sons, engaged in the

37

general mercantile business, which he contin-

ued until 1868, when he retired from busine.ss.

.Mr. Reynolds was reared in the Whig party

and voted with it while it lived; he now is a

Democrat in politics. He was nominated on

the Whig ticket in 1852, and was one of the

three Whigs vrho were elected from New Cas-

tle county to the State Legislature, serving in

the session of the General Assembly of 1853.

He has never desired political office, and with

the exception of the above single term of ser-

vice in the House, has declined to serve in

public life. Mr. Reynolds was appointed by
Governor Saulsbury in 1867, one of the Trus-

tees on the part of the State for Delaware col-

lege, which position he still holds. He has

been a director of the Citizens National Bank
of Middletown since 1873, also occupies

the position of Notary Public for New Castle

county. Mr. Reynolds has been very success-

ful in life, and by industry and self-dependence

from an early age, he has,^ achieved success.

He is universally esteemed as a citizen, is a

memoer 01 Luc x 1 c:Mjy cci laii 4wjiiurch,and m the

past has been an elder and trustee of his

church. Mr. Reynolds has been twice mar-
ried, first to Miss Mary G.,daughter of Samuel
Moore, of New Castle county, Del. She died

April 1858, leaving four children, three of

whom are yet living: John A. Jr., farmer;

Edward, merchant at Dover, and Samuel M.,

a merchant at Middletown. He was again

united in marriage to Miss Caroline C.,daugh-
ter of Joshua B. Fenimore. He has won a high

place in the esteem and confidence of those who
know him by his genial disposition and un-

questioned integrity.

OLFE, DR, WILLIAM WELLS, of

Milton, who died in that town in May

^ 1866, was born in 1800. His father. Dr.

Jacob Wolfe,was also a physician of Mil-

ton. Dr. Wm. W. Wolfe, after careful

literary training entered on the study of Medi-

cine, and after graduating from the University

of Maryland, settled for the practice of his

profession, in Milton, where he spent his life.

His brothers were Jacob and Erasmus Wolfe,

merchants of Philadelphia. Dr. W. W. Wolfe,

married Ann, daughter of Governor Hazzard.

Him self and wife were members of the Metho-

dist Episcopal church. She died in July i866,her

honored husband preceding her by only a few
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moluhs. For forty years Dr. Wolfe was en-

gaged in a large and extensive practice and

left behind him a name for skill in his profes-

sion, and for great uprightness of life. Two
sons and one daughter survived their parents;

Dr. David Wolfe, a farmer near Milton, Dr.

William Wolfe, of Laurel, and Mrs. Charlotte,

wife of John R. McFee, attorney at law,

Georgetown, Delaware.

' ing to health, he has labored as hard to

!

advance the system as for his own personal

,

benefit.

ECORDS, THOMAS ELLIOTT, Mer-

chant of Lewes, Delaware, was horn

pANTUM, JOSEPH R., M. D. of Wil-

i

;

mington,was born in Monmonth c'ounty,
|

New Jersey, on the 12th day of April,
I

ST 1834. He is the son of James Tantum,

a wealthy farmer of that county, and

was educated in the best schools in that sec-

tion of the country. At the age of twenty-

one years Ire engaged in mercantile business,

which he prosecuted successfully for several

years, but finally disposed of it and engaged in

the drug and apothecary business. In a few

years he decided to relinquish that occupation

and to orepare himself for the duties of a phyci

cian, for which he believed he was especially

called. Immediately after the disposal of his

interests in the drug and chemical department

he commenced the study of medicine. While

thus engaged events occurred that deeply im-

pressed him with the probable truth of homeo-
pathy, and he decided to examine it carefully,

and at once entered the office of Prof. O. B.

Gause, M. D., of Philadelphia. Here the

same characteristics exhibited themselves that

had marked his early life, viz : an indomitable

will and a determination to succeed in all that

he undertook. He was a faithful and diligent

student, being absent from lectures but two

hours during the last year’s course at College.

After the completion of a thorough course of

instruction,he graduated from the Homeopathic

Medical College of Pennsylvania. In the spring

of 1865 he moved to Wilmington and here

commenced practice. His success in build-

ing up a large practice in a short time is almost

unprecedented in the history of his profession.

He is a kind and courteous gentleman, a skill-

ful surgeon and an accomplished physician

;

strong in his conviction of right. Homceo-
pathy has in him one of its strongest and

firmest advocates and supporters. Euthusi-

astic in the faith of its beneficent and scientific

provisions for relieving the sick and restor-

( ysijAi
three miles from Lewes, January 7,

1 828. His father, Isaac Records, was a

farmer and also abuilder; an industrious,

thrifty and upright man
;
highly regarded in

the community, and a member of the Metho-

dist church. He died, September 29, 1843.

His wife was Temperance, daughter of John

Elliott of Little Creek hundred. Seven of

their eight clfildren grew to matuiit}’;—John,

a leading lawyer of Pendleton county, Ken-

tucky, died, unmarried, February l, 1869,

—

Ann, married Mr. James Magee and died

September 10, 1869, leaving one child, Temper-

ance J. Magee,—Sarah, widow of Wm. Massey

of Kent county
;
Mary died unmarried; Rufus,

also, at the age of twenty-two. Thomas E.,

the subject of this sketch, and Margaret L.

vVho matiu-Li jctiiiu:? IX. x-' ctviLisoii, oi iiioian

River hundred. The father of Isaac Records

was also a farmer, near Lewes, and the family,

which is of French origin, is one of the oldest

in the county. Mr. Records received a good

common school education which he has sup-

plemented by reading and study, and is well in-

formed and conversant on all the leading topics

of the times. At the age of eighteen he became

a clerk in Lewes, and continued in this employ-

ment till 1852, when he went to Madison

! county, Missouri, as book’Keeper for the mining

company of R. F. & T. P". Flemdng, of Phila-

delphia. In this position he remained till March

l8s6, when he returned to Delaware and was

for two years in mercantile business, in com-

pany with Henry Wolfe, Senior, in Lewes. He
disposed of his share in the business in the

spring of 1858, and in the following spring

opened a store in his own name, which he has

conducted to the present time with uninter-

rupted success. He is a wholesale and retail

dealer in grain, fertilizers, flour, wood and all

kinds of produce. He is the owner of two

farm.s,—the “ Bay Side,” near Lewes, and “St.

George’s Chapel,” in Indian River hundred.

Mr. Records has been a life long Democrat,

and in 1864 was elected a member of the Levy
Court of Susse.x county for four years. In

1870 he was elected to the State Senate, serv-
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mg witli great credit in the sessions of 1871

and 1873. He was on the Finance Committee

and instrumental in defeating the attempt to

change the usury laws of Delaware which

would have unsettled all the investments in

the State. He was also influential in securing

the passage of the present tax law which has

not since been materially modified. Mr.

Records has also been kept almost constantly

in office in Lewes in conneccion with its educa-

tional interests or local government. He was

elected Chairman of the Democratic County

Central Committee in 1S7S, which position he

still occupies. He is steward and trustee in the

Methodist church, of which he is one of the

leading members. In 1S76 he was a delegate

to the Lay Electoral Conference at Wilming-

ton, and to the same body in Dover in 1880.

He joined the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows in 1849. His marriage with Miss

Esther Rebecca, daughter of Rev. John T.

and Mary (West) Hazzard, of Lewes, took

place in June, l8oo They have had three

children
;

John Hazzard, William Thomas,
died August 7, 1868, and Mary Hazzard

Records. Mr. Records is a gentleman of high

character and a worthy representative of the

self-made men of Delaware.

,
ICKARDS, KENDAL, ESQ., Farmer,

of Baltimore hundred, Sussex county,

born in that locality, August 8,

1816
;
being the youngest son of Eli

(2/ and Rachel (Derrickson) Rickards. His

father was a farmer in independent circumstan-

ces, an industrious and respected citizen, and a

member of the Methodist church. His first

wife lived but a few months after their mar-

riage, and he was next united to Miss Evans,

by whom he had four sons and one daughter.

She also died, and in 1810 he married Rachel,

daughter of John Derrickson. Their four

children grew to maturity ;—Isaac, a farmer,

who died in March, 1878, leaving one child
;

Stephen, a farmer and a man of family
;
Ken-

dal, the subject of this sketch, and Mary, who
married J. D. Lynch, and died in 1850, leaving

two children. Eli Rickards died November
12

, 1833, in his sixty-sixth year. His father

was Jones Rickards, also a farmer, who owned
the property on which his son resided when
Kendal Rickards was born. He died in 1790,

at the age of fifty. Esquire Rickards was

j

favored with but few educational advantages,

all his school days amounting to no more than

nine months. There were almost no schools

in that part of Delaware during his childhood
' and youth. He grew up on the farm, and his

father dying when he was seventeen years of

age, he assisted for one year afterward in the

care of the estate. He then followed the sea

five years, being engaged in the coasting

trade, and spending his winters at home. In

1840, having married the year previous, he

purchased two small tracts of worn-out land,

containing forty-eight acres, for which he paid

four hundred and fifteen dollars, and com-
menced farming. To this land, on which he

still resides, he has added all the adjoining

property; -and owns, with his other farms, six

in all, about one thousand acres
;

all well im-

proved and under good cultivation. He has a

stock range of four hundred acres. He raises

cereals and stock. He is one of the most

enterprising and successful agriculturists in

the county, and has succeeded by industry,

economy and well directed effort. Mr. Rick-

ards was a member of the Whig party till

1844, when he joined the Democracy, in

which organization he has since been a lead-

ing member in his county. He was made
constable in the three years following 1842,

and also in 1853-54. In 1854 he was ap-

pointed Justice of the Peace and Notary Pub-

lic, the duties of which office he discharged

with so much ability and acceptance, that he

was twice reappointed, holding the office for

three full terms of seven years each. In this

position he won the respect and esteem of all

who knew him, and gained a wide reputation

as a just, fair and honorable officer. In 1876

he was elected, on the Democratic ticket, to

I

the popular branch of the General Assembly,

and served with credit during the session of

1877. He has always been deeply interested

in educational matters, and active in promot-

ing the interests of the public schools of his

locality. For seventeen years he was clerk of

j

the Local Board of School Trustees. He has

!
been a class-leader and trustee in the M. E.

i church, with which he united in 1839. In that

I

year he married Eleanor M. Carey, by whom

j

he had seven children ;—Ann M. T., married

I to Dr. James D. West
;
Mary C., wife of James

I

N Laws
;
Elizabeth L., wife of John R. Steele;

James K., married to Alice K. Bennett;
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Charles S., married to Irene Lynch
;
Sarah E.,

wife of Peter Gray, and George Washington

Rickards, who married Kate Lynch. Mr.

Rickards had the misfortune to lose his wife

November 23, 1S75. In January, 1S76, he

married Elizabeth S., widow of David H.

•Derrickson, and daughter of Lemuel Lynch.

His children by this marriage are Minerva W.
and Mattie Rickards.

c^f^OSTLES, STEPHEN, of Camden, Re-

Morocco Manufacturer, was born

L|''^ between Frederica and Milford, in Kent
county. Sept. 29, iSil; being the fifth

and youngest child ofZadoc and Eleanor

(Parker) Postles. His father, a farmer, a most
excellent man, and a devoted member of the

M. E. Church, died in 1812, when his son,

Stephen, was only six months old. The
grandfather of the latter was Shadrach Postles,

who with his brothers, Thomas and John, were

the first of the name who came to America.

They settled in Susce:: county, and 'u tlip year

1800 Shadrach and all his children, with the

exception of Zadoc, who had married, removed
to Franklin county, Ohio, where he died and

his descendants are scattered throughout the

West. Mr. Postles grew up at the old home-
stead. A very poor school kept only about two
months in the winter, was all he had any op-

portunity of attending. At the age of sixteen

he left home, and for nearly two years worked
for Jehu Reed on the old Hewston farm.in Mur-

derkill Neck, receiving only $3.50 a month,or a

shilling a day for fifteen hours labor. In the

fall of 1829 he became a clerk in the store of

his cousins, Job and Solomon Townsend, of

Frederica, with whom he remained four years,

receiving but thirty dollars a y’ear, but he

learned how to conduct business, and was in-
|

troduced to a course in life which held before

him the promise of better things. Leaving his
j

cousins, he formed a partnership with Thomas
Lockwood in the general merchandise business,

in Frederica. The firm of Lockwood & Postles

dissolved after three years, by mutual consent,

and Mr. Postles purchased, in the fall of 1837,

the Hardcastle farm,one mile from Camden. On
this he worked hard, and also, after a year, es- 1

tablished a small foundry and plow manufac

tory for the supply of the surrounding country.

This, after continuing with success till 1850,
,

he sold to Nock and Dickson, of Camden, but ,

continued farming. In the spring of 1853, he

was urged by' Mr. Thomas H. Baynard, uncle

of his wife, to remove to Wilmington, and en-

gage in the manufacture of morocco. This he

at first declined to do, but in the fall of that

y'ear, partly in consideration of better schools

for his children, decided to take the step. The
change was made in November. He entered

into partnership with Mr. Baymard, and set

himself to work to learn the business. Not-

withstanding the closest application,he scarcely

made enough the first year to support his

family', but they did make some reputation.

The establishment had before been in bad re-

pute, and was sadly run down. The second

year they began to prosper, and in 1856 built

a new brick factory' on Fourtli street, between

Orange and Tatnall, in which his son. General

James Parke Postles, is now conducting the busi-

ness. The financial distress of 1857, they' foresaw

and were prepared to meet. In January, 1858,

Mr. Postles bought out his partner, and after

that owned and conducted the business in his

own name. The two years following were

successful; 1861 was not so profitable, and in

1862 the factory was stopped, the men dis-

charged, and ruin seemed inevitable. As the

war progressed, he was enabled to renew busi-

ness in a small way
;
credit and cash were gone,

but he had never lost his credit for integrity.

By degrees prosperity returned, and in 1866 he

took his two eldest sons into the business, the

firm taking the name of S. Postles and Sons.

After two years of continued success, his eldest

son, William R
,
retired from the firm, which

then bore the name of S. Postles and Son. In

1873, just twenty years from the time he left

his country home, Mr. Postles bought the fine

residence in Camden, owned by' Hon. John

Glancey Jones, which he has from that time

occupied, though he did not withdraw from the

business in Wilmington till 1875, when he sold

out to his son and retired. He has forty-six

acres of fine land, contiguous to his home,

which he takes great pleasure in cultivating.

He is hale and vigorous, and heartily enjoys

life and the comforts and luxuries he has

gathered about him. Mr. Postles was never a

politician but always took a deep interest in

political affairs. He was an Old Line Whig
;

voted for Bell and Everett, and for Lincoln

the second time he was nominated, but finally

left the Republican party, from which he dif-
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fered on the question of colored suffrage, and

has since voted for the Democratic nominees.

He has long been a prominent and influential

member of the M. E. Church, with which he

united in 1S29, and has filled all the lay offices.

He was, in 1880, a lay delegate to the Lay
Electoral Conference, at Dover. His first wife,

to whom he was married, April F5, 1834, was

Elizabeth, daughter of William and Elizabeth

Roe, of Kent county. Their children were

Thomas, who died in infancy; William Roe,

who was a soldier of the Union army during

the late war, and now resides in Camden
;

General James Parke Postles, Adjutant-General

of the State of Delaware, and engaged in the

morocco business, in Wilmington
;
Eliza Me-

lissa, wife of John P. Doughten, of Wilming-

ton, and Elizabeth, who died in infancy. Mrs.

Postles died, January 21, 1848. On the 8th of

January, 1850, Mr. Postles married Miss Eliza-

beth, daughter of Henry and Elizabeth Casson,

^by whom he had three children, Edizabeth

Casson, who died at the age of seven
;
Mary

A ,..u - j t

Postles. He had the misfortune to again lose

his wife, August 16, 1875.

fc^aOBINSON, TPIOMAS, the Loyalist,

9jO brother of Judge Peter Robinson, was

P a gentleman of high character, of super-

ior education and of great talents and

influence. The following account of him

is found in “ Sabine’s Loyalists of the Revolu-

tion, Vol. 1.” “In July, 1775, the Sussex

county Committee took him in hand for his

acts and words,and unanimously declared that

he was an enemy to his country and a contu-

macious opposer of liberty and the natural

rights of mankind ! His offences were various.

Peter Watson swore that being at Robinson's

store, he saw his clerk, John Gozlin, weigh

and sell two small parcels of bohea-tea, one

•of which he delivered to a girl and the other

to Leatherberry Baker’s wife. Robert Burton

testified that Robinson said to him that the

Whig committees were a pack of fools for tak-

ing up arms against the king, that our char-

ters were not annihilated, changed or altered

by the late acts of Parliament, etc., Nathaniel

Mitchell testified that Robinson had declared

to him, the present Congress were an uncon-

stitutional body of men, and also that the

great men were pushing on the common

I people between them and all danger. After

hearing this evidence the committee sum-

moned Robinson to appear before them to

answer. But he returned word that he desired

his compliments to the gentlemen of the

committee and to acquaint them that he did

not nor could not think of coming before them
unless he could bring forty or fifty armed men
with him. These ‘compliments’ were voted to

be ‘insulting and imperious,’ and a resolution

pronouncing his defection from the Whig
cause followed.” He was fined one thousand

pounds and his property was confiscated, and

he took refuge in Canada. He afterwards

returned to Sussex county, and died, and was

buried at St. George’s Chapel.

CLOWNING, HIRAM T., Merchant of

Georgetown, was born near Cannon’s

IP Feiry, in Sussex county, October ii,

^§33. His father, James Downing, was a

merchant in that village. He died in

1862. His mother was Margaret, daug’nter of
I T \ir_n
J CLlii C r> KJk

Mr. Downing was well educated in the public

schools, attending until 1853, when he spent

a year at the academy in Zanesville, Ohio.

After that he was a clerk in Laurel, in his na-

tive state. In 1856, he went to Danville, 111
,

where he was engaged as mail and station

agent on the Wabash Valley railroad, until

i860. Returning to Delaware he was engaged
in farming for three years, on the former estate

of his grandfather on the Nanticoke river,

after which he vvas again a clerk in Laurel. In

November, 1 865, he was appointed by Governor

Gove Saulsbury Clerk of tlie Orphans’Court and

Register in Chancery for a period of five years,

at the expiration of which he was re-appointed a

second term of five years. He is now a mer-

chant in Georgetown, and the owner of fifty

acres of land in its suburbs. He also owns a

small farm near Redden Station. He has been

successful in life, and is regarded as a business

man of superior abilities. Mr. Downing has

always belonged to the Democratic party.

He became a Mason in 1854, and has passed

all the chairs of the Blue Lodge and the Chap-

ter and Council degree. In i860 he was

married to Martha, daughter of Nathan Can-

non, Esq., of Concord, Susse.x county, and

has three children
;

Jennie Vernon, Lizzie

Ellegood and Hugh Turpin Downing.
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COLONEL HENRY S., late

of Wilmington, was born in that city,

28, 1825. He was of Scotch Irish

descent and was the second in a family'— ^ \

of five children, who, by the death of

their father, a blacksmith, were left at an early'

age dependent on the exertions of their mother.

She was a devoted Christian, and a woman of

uncommon energy
;
and undertaking her dif-

ficult task with faith and resolution, brought

up all her family well. She lived to an ad-

vanced age, reaping a rich reward for her heroic

endeavors in the success and eminence at-
i

tained by the subject of this sketch, who
early took the place of his father to the whole

family, and in her later years was enabled to

surround her with every' comfort. He was but

a boy at the time of his father’s death, but

was obliged to leave school and assist in the

common support. This he did bravely and

cheerfully, exhibiting even then the same
bright, undaunted spirit that won him so many'

friends and served him fVirr.nnrli Ufp

Commencing as an errand boy, he was next a

roller boy in the office of the Delaware Jour-
!

nal, and was afterwards apprenticed to Israel

Pusey, to learn the trade of Currier. Here his

great ambition was, after a complete mastery

of his trade, to buy as much of his time as he

could from his employer, and to make as early

a start in life as possible. With this end in view

he saved all that he could of his earnings, and

worked indefatigably, rising at four in the

morning and often accomplishing a good day’s '

work before breakfast. In addition to all this

he studied hard at night, and improved every

opportunity he could find for mental culture.

His books lay near him as he worked, and

labor and study were often zealously pursued

at one and the same time. It was often re-

marked in after years that however suddenly he

might be called upon, and whatever post of

honor he was expected to fill, he was always

able to acquit himself in the most gratifying

and satisfactory manner, such as could only be

expected of one who had enjoyed the advan-

tages of thorough training and culture. He
succeeded in buying two years from the face

of his indenture papers, and was free, with a

good trade, at the age of eighteen. For a

short time he worked as journeyman with Mr.

James Webb, in the leather business on the

corner of Third and Tatnall streets, but soon

bought out his employ'er and commenced life

for himself. His heroic struggles through all

these years had not failed to attract attention,

and his appearance and manner were such as

to win regard, and to command confidence

and respect, even at that early age. Hon.

Willard Hall had been his Sabbath School

teacher for y’ears, and was greatly interested

in him, freely aiding him with counsel, with

his open partiality and friendship, and, when
needed, with his money. Other prominent men
in the Hanover Presbyterian church which he

attended, assisted him in the same way, and

were always ready to give him an extra push

forward if any rival or ill-disposed person would

discourage or pull him back. Such countenance

and favor would have made the way compara-

tively easy for any young man, but the won-
derful energy and surprising business talent of

young Mr. McComb was the real impelling

force. His business moved forward with a

rapidity and an apparent ease that makes the

tale 01 his successes seem ukjic like d. fauCiful

dream than an account of real life. At twen-

ty-five he was recognized as one of the fore-

most men in his native city
;
at thirty he had

passed nearly all competitors in trade, his

social position was in the front rank, and at

forty he took his place among men of national

reputation as projectors and promoters of great

public enterprises. It is also affirmed that the

example of his wonderful energy and of his suc-

cess so stimulated many others to like exertions

that it has had much to do with making Wil-

mington, as a manufacturing city, one of the

first in the country. He became, finally, the

most e.xtensive and successful manufacturer in

his line in the United States. In the war he

was of great service, holding immense con-

tracts under the government for furnishing

tents, knapsacks, etc. His work was always

ready at the time named, and gave entire sat-

isfaction, gaining for him the lasting friendship

and esteem of the War Secretary, Edwin M.

Stanton. He was also a strong personal friend

of President Lincoln and the members of his

cabinet, and when a military governor was

ordered for Delaware the commission was

made out for Col. H. S. McComb. This, how-

ever, he declined, and advised against the ap-

pointment of a military Governor for the State,

and his advice was followed by the authorities
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at Washington, He raised and equipped, at

his own e.xpense, the Fifth Delaware Regi-

ment of which he accepted the position of

Colonel, serving gratuitously. Later, among
his personal friends were almost all the

men of public note who have figured before

the country for the last twenty years.

He was vivacious, genial and affable, and his

intercourse in private and social life was as

pleasant as his business career was brilliant.

His conversation and his personal presence

possessed am.agnetic charm which will long be

remembered by those who enjoyed his ac-

quaintance. Also, he was a man cast in na-

ture’s finest mould, and the pleasure of observ-

ing, added to the enjoyment of meeting him.

fie will long be missed on the streets, in the

church, and wherever he was most frequently

seen. After the war he turned his attention,

principally, to railroads, any branch of which,

it was said, it was only necessary for him to

take hold of to make it a success. He was

one of the originators of the hLiion Parlfir

Railroad, and took an active part in’ carrying

this grand enterprise to successful completion.

In 1868, he came in possession of the Missis-

sippi Central railroad, at which time he con-

ceived the idea of running a trunk line between

New Orleans and Cairo, Illinois, by securing

control of the New Orleans, Jackson and

Great Northern railroad, which was under the

management of Gen. Beauregard of Confeder-

ate notoriety. In this he succeeded after much
opposition, and began to operate his grand

trunk line, which ran a distance of nearly

six hundred miles, the complete consolidation

being effected July 4, 1873. In 1870 he bought

six thousand acres on this route, covered with

pine timber and laid out what is now called

McComb City. It is situated on high ground,

in one of the most desirable locations in that

section of the country, being one hundred and

five miles from New Orleans. Its population

is now two thousand. Colonel McComb was

called, in the south, the “Railroad King.”

Besides being President of the Southern Rail-

road Association, and President of the road

above mentioned, embracing, with his other

railroad interests in the south, nearly seven

hundred miles of continuous road which came
under his special supervision, he was largely

interested in many of the leading lines of the

country. He was the first President of, and a

I large owner in, tlie Narraganset Steamship

I

Company, or the “Bristol Line” of steamers

I
between New York and Boston, but re-

j

signed this position that he might give more

I

time to his southern railroad interests. It is

!

gratifying to be able to add that the peo-

ple of that section in time fully realized

the value of his services, and e.xpressed their

gratitude and appreciation in the warmest
terms. When first among them he w'as an-

tagonized by their prejudices
;
the road he took

possession of w'as thoroughly disorganized,

out of repair, utterly without system in the

management of its details, burdened wdth debt

and powerless to develop the country through

which it passed ; in little more than three

years he brought the bonds of the company
from 70 to about par, built over one hundred

miles of new road, put the road bed, of over

five hundred and fifty miles, in complete order,

and thoroughly equipped the road
;
he and his

associates having invested in it seven millions

of dollars. The New Orleans Picavii'ite of

March li, 1874, contains the following : “A
memorial has been gotten up, signed by cor-

porations and merchants, capitalists and citi-

zens, of all classes of this State and Missis-

sippi, addressed to Col. H. S. McComb, Presi-

dent of the Great Northern and Mississippi

Railroads, expressing to that gentleman their

great admiration, respect and gratitude, and

the vast services and be.nefit rendered to their

States and the great Northwest by the com-

pletion of unbroken railroad communications,

between this city and Chicago.” “ The signers

of this testimonial are all the cotton factors

and commission merchants in this city, the

wholesale grocers and dealers in western pro-

duce, and a multitudinous array of the leading

merchants, manufacturers and traders in New
Orleans, and in all the towns and villages

along the Jackson and Mississippi Central

Railroads, including all the bank presidents

and presidents of insurance companies of this

city, many professional gentlemen, and high

public officials, and all classes, generally, whose
names, in small type, make up fifteen pages of

the pamphlet. Few men have ever enjoyed

or more richly deserved such a splendid testi-

monal from citizens whose good will, respect

and confidence have been won against such

strong prejudices and formidable obstacles as

confronted Col. McComb, when he commenced
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his labors in this section. There are few men
in this country, who could have achieved this

brilliant result. There can be no doubt that

there did not exist in our section, either

the capital or the enterprise to accomplish

so great an undertaking.” In his reply, when
presented with this testimonial, Col. McComb
stated that “ the company of which he was

President had not been satisfied with the mere

prolongation or extension of their railroad
;

they had sought to give it depth and solidity

as well as length, superseding insecure and

perilous cribwork,with a solid earth basis, and

to make it as safe as any northern road.” In

the winter of 1S80 he bought up the controlling

interest in the Delaw'are Western Road, and

secured from the Legislature of Delaware the

amended charter which made this road neces-

sary to the Baltimore and Ohio’s projected

through-line to New York, realizing upon this

venture a very large profit. In his connection

with the credit Mobilier exposure his name
became more generally known to the country

at large, and it was chiefly through his instru-

mentality that the workings of this great

scheme were brought to light. A very general

purification of congressional affairs followed.

Had there been any stain upon his personal

record, politicians and others would have then

gladly made use of it, but none was to be

found. He came out of that most searching or-

deal unscathed. It had previously to this been

written of him in one of the many public

notices which the career of such a man must

from time to time call forth; “Never, from his

boyhood, has he indulged in a single habit of

dissipation, but recognizing the nobility of life,

he has added to his wealth and morality, the

crowning glory of a Christian character, which,

through great temptations, has always been

consistently maintained.” He was a life-long

and active member of the Central Presbyterian

Church, and warmly interested in the success

of his denomination, as well as of other relig-

ious bodies throughout the city. The churches,

benevolent societies,and many struggling as-

sociations. he often aided largely. Also, the

industrial establishments of his native city he

greatly assisted and promoted in securing for

them orders from companies whose work was,

in a measure, under his control. The benefits

accruing to Wilmington in such ways as these,

from his powerful and extended influence, can.

perhaps, never be accurately measured. In

the last decade of his life he relaxed,somewhat,

the tense strain of his earlier years, and was
less absorbed in business, living proportion-

ately more to his home and friends, and to the

world at large. He had, towards the last, oc-

casional prem.onitions of that fatal attack of

heart disease, that so suddenly summoned him

from earth
;
but his appearance and manner

was that of a man in robust health and in the

full enjoyment of life. On the morning of

Friday, December 30, 1881, he left home, per-

fectly well, to attend a banquet to be given in

Newark, New Jersey, to Mr. Frelinghuysen,

Secretary of State. Stopping a short time in

Philadelphia, he was taken ill and expired at

noon. The shock throughout the community,

and to all his friends, far and near, was great.

His appearance in death was of one in pleasant

slumber only: his residence was kindly

thrown open before the hour for the funeral

services, and the public permitted to pass

through and take a last farwell of the familiar

figure that will long be sorely missed. The
occasion was one of profound sorrow, and of

deepest sympathy for the stricken family.

Colonel McComb married, June 16. 1853, Miss

Elizabeth McKane Bush, daughter of Charles

Bush, of the then well-known firm of Bush &
Lobdell, car wheel manufacturers. Mr. Bush
died not long after, leaving his daughter a

large property, and Colonel McComb was ap-

pointed to settle up the estate. It was while

in the performance of this duty, that all the

grand possibilities of railroad enterprise first

loomed up before his quick and comprehensive

mind. Colonel and Mrs. McComb had five

children
;
Charles Bush, who died at the age

of five years
;
Ellen Bush

;
James Craig

;
Jane

Elizabeth, and Martha McComb.

vfcSlLSON, WILLIAM, of “the Levels”

Miiilla Middletown, was born at “ Home-
stead Hall,” Septem.bcr 17, 1810, being

the youngest child of Edward and

Lydia R. (Rothwell) Wilson. Edward
Wilson was an extensive farmer and land owner,

and a man of prominence in his time. He
died about 1820, at the age of fifty-seven.

He had six children, viz : Thomas, Edward,
Mary R., Sarah Ann, Lydia P., and William

Wilson. Thomas died at the age of twenty-

one, just after graduating from college. Ed-

I
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BIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT.

ward died, unmarrried, at the age of sixty
;

Mary R., married Richard Lockwood, a mer-

chant of Middletown, and first cousin of

General Mcnry Lockwood of the United

States Army. (See sketch in this vol-

ume.) Sarah Ann married Dr. Stanert, by

whom she had three children. After his death

she married George hlintham, by w hom she

had two children. Lydia P. married John

Whitby, a grain merchant of Odessa, her only

daughter being Frances, wife of Columbus

Watkins. William Wilson, the subject of this

sketch, received a good english education at

the district schools and the Middletown Acad-

emy. On attaining his majority he engaged in

agriculture w'hich vocation he follow’ed through

life with great success. He received a consid-

erable landed estate from his father, but the

system of farming then in vogue had wmrn out'

the soil and rendered the land of little value.

But Mr.^Vilson w'as not satisfied to continue

on in the old beaten track. Being a man of

broad and advanced views, of unusual business

and executive ability, he improved the soil,

bringing it up to a high state of cultivation,

and so increased his fortune, that years before

his death he possessed about thirty-five hun-

dred acres of the choicest land in Delaware,

and just over the line in Maryland. This large

estate consisted first of the “ Mayfield,” farm

on wdiich his son, John T., now' resides
;
the

“Middlesex,” “Homestead Hall,” “Heath

Mansion.” “Brick Store Landing,” and the

“California” farms in Delaware
;

and the

“Barnes” tract, the “Foard” farm, “Painter’s

Rest” and “Oregon” farms, in Cecil county,

Md. He also owmed ten dw^ellings in Warwick,

a carriage shop, machine shop, and vacant lots,

valued at about $13,000. The “ Brick Store”

farm descended at the death of Mr. Wilson to

his two sons, William N. and John T., through

their mother Rachel (Naudain) Wilson, having

been' in possession of her family since the

original patents were given them by Wm.Penn.

Mr. Wilson’s lands were chiefly devoted to the

raising of cereals, but when the growing of fruit

began to attract the attention of farmers of the

state, he became early interested, and had as

many as thirty five thousand peach trees in

bearing at one time. The estate now has on it

about forty thousand peach trees,and this inter-

est has been profitable from the first. In pol-

itics Mr. Wilson was an old line VVdiig, and in

early and middle life w'as very active in party
j

affairs. He was indifferent to ofhee, but w^as
|

several times prominently mentioned as a can-
j

didatc for Governor. Mr. Wilson was first 1

married to Rachel, daughter of Rev. Arnold
S. Naudain, of whom see sketch. He had by

j

her three children, Lydia R., William Naudain
and John Thomas. Sketches of both these

sons w'ill be found in this book. Lydia R.

married James P. Rothwell, of New' Castle

county, and had two children, one of w'hom
died in infancy : the other, Delaware Wilson

j

Rothwell, is now' eight years of age. Mrs.
|

Lydia Rothwell died in 1872. Mrs. Wilson
I

died in August, 1862, and in 1863, Mr. Wilson
|

married Miss L. Annie, daughter of Jacob V.
Naudain. By her he left seven children

;

Rachel R., Mollie L., Edward V., Annie Jessie,

R. Ale.xis, Howard Groome and Bayard K.
Wilson. Mr. Wilson died August 21, 1879.

greatly regretted by the w'hole community,
He w'as a man of great uprightness of charac-

ter, faithful to every trust, and exceedingly

kind to the poor and unfortunate.

ROBINSON, ALFRED P. Sr., Law'yer,

the youngest son of Judge Peter and
Arcada (Robinson) Robinson,graduated

Delaware College, in New'ark, and

(27^ practiced law at Georgetowm. He was
appointed Secretary of State in 1851, by Gover-

nor Wm. Ross, and served four years. He w'as

a gentleman of fine culture and good ability,

but not of great energy. He w'as universally re-

spected for his amiable character and kindness

of heart. He married Clara C. Porter, daugh-

ter of Ale.xander Porter, of Wilmington, at

one time Mayor of that city. They had three

children, the eldest being George J. Robinson,-

an officer in the fifth Texas regiment, and dis-

tinguished for his bravery during the war of

the rebellion. He now resides at Corsicanna,

Texas, where he is practicing Dentistry. The
second son, Thomas Robinson, was Clerk of

the Orphans’ Court and Register in Chancery,

for Sussex county, from i860 to 1865. In the

latter year he went to Te.xas, and settled in

Houston, where he is now a practicing Dentist.

A sketch wall be given of the third son, Alfred

P. Robinson, lawyer, of Georgetown, and

Deputy-Attorney General of the State of Dela-

ware. Mr. Robinson died May 4, 1S66.
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1^2 RIGHT, WILLIAM, Capitalist, of Wil-
j

mington, was born in Philadelphia, April '

IL His father. Captain William

Bright, was born near Swedesboro, New
|

Jersey, and for many years, commanded i

the “Good Friend,” a vessel owned by Stephen
:

Girard. During the war of 1812, he, with his
|

brother George. was captured by the British and
|

detained in Dartmoor prison, sharing the suf-
^

ferings of other American prisoners, until
j

the close of hostilities. Mr. Bright had then i

just enough money left to pay his own passage

hom.e, and that of a fellow prisoner, who, how-
|

ever, immediately deserted him on their arrival
'

in New York, and never discharged his debt
|

of gratitude. He then returned to a sea-faring
|

life, which he followed till middle age. He
:

married Miss Sarah Pratt of Philadelphia, who
W'as noted for her intelligence and beauty

'

She died when her son William, the subject of

this sketch, was in his eighth year. Her an-

cestors and also those of her husband, were

among the earliest settlers of the country.

At the tender age of ten years,William Bright

was put to work on a farm, under a hard

master, with no one to protect his inter-

ests. It was stipulated in writing that he

should attend school six weeks in each

year, but he was kept at home on every trivial

prete.xt, and his whole attendance rarely

amounted to more than three weeks annually.

After he became a man, however, he attended

night school, and has been all his life a care-

ful reader, observer and thinker ;
storing up a

vast amount of knowledge and practical wis

dom. His boyhood w'as full of hardship and

he was often cruelly treated. When he was

fifteen and a half years old he went to learn

the house-carpentering trade with William

Weaver, of Delaw'are county, Pennsylvania,

with whom he continued till he was within si.x

months of his majority, serving out the full

five years of his apprenticeship. His labors

here were arduous, and he suffered many priva-

tions, but he worked on patiently and indus-

triously, sustaining himself with the resolve,

and the assurance he felt within him, that the

future should yet make him am.ple amends for

the past. His fidelity so won the confidence and

esteem of his employer that, when disibled

by an accident, about two weeks before tlie

end of his apprenticeship, he gave him a home
until his recov^ery, and then offered him per-

manent work and full remuneration. As soon,

however, as his health would allow, he came to

Delaware, where he worked for some months

as a journeyman, but embraced the first oppor-

tunity to take a contract for himself. This

vvas to build a house for Harman Tally, of

Brandywine hundred, a member of the Dela-

ware Legislature, for one hundred dollars.

This money was the first that had ever been

paid him for all his labor, and putting it at

once at interest he made it the foundation of

all his success. While earning it he pushed

his work with the greatest energy and indus-

try, going to it by four o’clock in the morning,

through the snow more than knee deep, and

doing it so thoroughly and well, as to attract

general notice. On its completion he estab-

lished himself in business as a builder, and

had all the work that he could attend to with

the assistance of apprentices and jour.neymen.

This he continued till 1839. when, having

bought a farm in the vicinity—the same prop-

ertv on whirli his wife was Itorn

—

lie enii’acrpd
¥ 00

in agriculture which he followed successfully

for ten years. In the latter part of 1849, he

was induced to purchase the store of John and

Jacob Rice, prominent grocers in Wilmington,

and was highly successful in the business, clear-

ing several thousand dollars a year ; but dis-

posed of it at the end of three years on ac-

count of his health. In 1852 he engaged in

the Real Estate business with success, buying

and selling farms in Delaware and Pennsyl-

vania, and houses and building lots in Wil-

mington and vicinity. He retired in 1876.

He is now the owner of a very large number
of houses in Wilmington, and of farms in each

county of the State, besides other property.

His success has been but the natural outgrowth

of the qualities that have distinguished him all

these years. Prompt, energetic, fair and up-

right in all his dealings, and possessed of ex-

cellent judgment and great business capacity,

that Mr. Bright will succeed in whatever he un-

dertakes, is in the minds of most, a foregone

conclusion. He was for eighteen years a di-

rector of the Farmer’s Bank in Wilmington.

In 1875 elected President of the Re-
hoboth Beach Associati.an, in which position

he continued till 1878, when he resigned. In

July, t88i, he was again elected to this office,

which he still holds. The object of the asso-

ciation was to provide a popular summer re-
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Sort on the Delaware coast, in connection

with a camp meeting to be held each season

at that place. In the winter and spring of

1876 Mr. Bright erected there the celebrated

“Bright House.” which, during the season is

often insufficient to accommodate the large

number of guests who apply for entertainment

He takes an active interest in all public iiri-

provements, and delights to use his means in

promoting the best interests of the commu-
nity in which he resides. Of this abundant

proof has been given by his course as trustee

of the Wesleyan Female College. Tins ex-

cellent institution struggled on many years

under the most discour.iging burden of debt,

finding, however, in all its trials a true and

earnest friend in Mr. Bright. Finally,no other

alternative presenting itself, the trustees per-

mitted it to be sold, and Mr. Bright became
the purchaser, his only object, however, being

to re-dedicate it to the cause for which it was

originally erected, and with new and better

facilities and greater advantages than it ever

before enjoyed. From this time his name, as

its greatest benefactor, will be inseparably

connected with its career, which, no one can

doubt, will be one of highest usefulness and

honor. Mr. Bright has always been deeply in-

terested in all national, state and city affairs,

but has never been a political!, and though

frequently solicited to do so, has always been

reluctant to accept public office. He was elect-

ed president of the city council in 1867 on

the Democratic ticket, and re-elected on the

same ticket the year following by a still larger

majority, though the city was then in the

hands of the Republican party. In 1S74 he

was a prominent candidate for the nomination

as Governor of the State. He united in his

boyhood with the M. E. Church, in which he

has held office the greater part of his life. He
is now a member of Grace church, in Wil-

mington. He was united in marriage, Febru-

ary 23, 1837, to Miss Sarah, daughter of Philip

and Sarah Rodman, of Brandywine hundred.

In this relation he has been eminently happy
;

indeed, in all respects, his life, since he reached

maturity, has seemed a compensation for his

early trials Thirteen children have been born

to them, of whom three died in infancy. Also,

a daughter, Victorine, died July 13, 1867, in

the twenty-first year of her age, and another

daughter, Mrs. Sarah Jennie, wife of J. W.

Burney, died in March, 1S78, leaving three

children The surviving children of Mr. and

Mrs. Bright, are Mrs. Hannah E., widow of

Henry Talley, late of the Farmers Bank of

Wilmington
;
George W., nowin the real estate

business
; Mrs. Laura A., wife of John A.

Myers
;
Mrs. Anna P., wife of Thomas H. Rile,

all of Wilmington, and the Misses Ella D. and

Lillie E. Bright, and Paul and O. Percy Bright,

who are still under the parental roof. The
lesson furnished us in the life of Mr. Bright, is

one full of encouragem.ent to every boy in

Wilmington, and is a bright example of what

the poorest may attain. As their own towns-

man, whom they may meet any day upon the

streets, his early struggles, his triumphs and

his successes, seem a matter of personal pride

and interest. He had his own way to make

from childhood, commencing indeed, from the

very bottom of the ladder, without friends,

education or money. To-day he is one of our

honored citizens, a man of w^ealth, intelligence

and influence.

HITE, SAMUEL, U. S. Senator from

v’v'W Delaware, from 1801 until his death,
W r' I. r-

which occurred in Wilmington, Nov. 4,

1809, at the age of thirty-nine years.

0^ Son of Judge White of Kent, and was

buried in the graveyard of Old Swedes Church.

(v^l.LEGOOD, DR. WILLIAM THOS.,
son of Joshua Adkinson Ellegood, of

Concord, Sussex county, Delaware, was
(c'

born March 17, 1837. He was edu-

cated at Newark Academy and Dela-

ware State College. After which he studied

medicine and graduated M. D., from the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania, in the spring of i860.

The expense of his education was generously

I

borne by his brother, Dr. R. G. Ellegood. Soon

j

after obtaining his medical degree he went

I

to the West, settling for the practice of his

I

profession in West Ely, Marion county, Mis-

i souri. In i 85 i he was appointed Surgeon of

I

the 23rd regiment of United States Infantr)',

of the State of Missouri, and shared in the
' many hardships and painful duties imposed by

the several campaigns and engagements in

wffiich his regiment participated until it was
i captured in the battle of Shiloh

;
he, with his

assistants, escaped by retreating to the shelter

' of the gun boats on the river. He had be-
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come eminent in his profession, and his skill

and admirable qualities as a man and a physi-

cian, rendered him popular and won him many
friends. After his return from the army he

was united in marriage to i\Iiss Anna Stilwell,

of Hannibal, Missouri. He died, January 3d,

1867, leaving one son, William Ellegood.

•^^IMPSON, CLEMENT CECIL, Farmer
of Harrington, was born in Milford hun-

dred, March 29, 1809. His father,Thomas
^ Simpson, was a cripple from an injury

received in infancy. He was at first a

farmer and afterwards a teacher, but such was

the regard in which he was held, that he was

nearly all his life kept in office. He was also

noted for his piety. In 1S29, he was elected to

the Legislature on the Adams or Whig ticket,

but he died before he took his seat, November

29, of that year, at the age of forty-five. He
married first, February 28, 1805, Mary, daugh-

ter of John and Elizabeth Cecil, of Queen
Anne’s count}", Md. Two of her children grew

to maturity; Clement Cecil, the subject of this

sketch, and Ezekiel Merrick, who died, August

24, 1S75, in California. His wife having died

in 1813, he married, the following year, Mrs.

Mary, widow of Beauchamp Walton, and

daughter of David and Susannah Harrington,

by whom he had one child, William Walton.

She died in 1817, and in 1820 he married

Rachel, daughter of Solomon and Filizabeth

Griffith, by whom he had three children
;
Silas

Asbury, Margaret Ann, deceased; and Thomas
Simpson. The grandfather of the subject of

our sketch, was John Simpson, born December

28, 1750, and died July 14, 1819. He married

Mary, daughter of Matthew and Ann Milford.

She was born January 15, 1748, and died April

19, 1826. Their children were, Esther, who
died in 1840, aged sixty-three; Nancy, born in

1773, was killed in young womanhood, by

being thrown from a horse
;
Clement, born in

1779, and John, born in 1781. The two last

went to Ohio in 1818, where they lived to old

age and left large families. The youngest

child was Thomas, father of Clement Cecil,

born November 26, 1783. The family is one

of the oldest in Kent county, and the land

titles in their possession, were among the first

granted. Of Scotch Irish origin, they have

always been a hardy, industrious people, worthy

to stand among the representative men of the

State. Mr. Simpson attended school during

the winter season, till he was fourteen years of

age, when he was for three years in a black-

smith’s shop, but that business a.f’i'ecting his

health, he went to farming. In 1S52 he

purchased a farm in Mispillion hundred, on

which his son Alexander now resides. In

1857, he purchased an adjoining farm which

he still owns, and in 1868, bought six acres,

now part of the town of flarrington, which

he divided, and sold most of it in village

lots. In 1869 he purchased the farm where he

now resides, and has since added two small

tracts adjoining. Most of his lands are de-

voted to grain, but he has also raised some
fruit, and sold large quantities of ship and

other timber. Mr. Simpson has succeeded by

integrity and good management, and is a

well-read and well informed man. He is widely

known and respected as one of the most

worthy and substantial citizens of Kent county.

He joined the Republican party upon its or-

ganization, having been formerly a Whig, and

was during the war a staunch Union man. He
was m.arried in January, 1832, to Ann, daugh-

ter of Jeremiah and Sarah Morris,then of Kent

county, but formerly of Caroline county, Md.

Six children grew to maturity ;—Alexander

Simpson, a farmer, married Lydia, daughter of

Henry and Rhoda Lewis, and has thirteen

children; Mary; Ezekiel Henry, married Louisa

Callaway, and died October 3, 1878, aged

thirt}"-six years
;
Richard John, residing in

Kansas
;
James Thomas, and Sarah Matilda,

wife of Thomas A. Melvin. Mrs. C. C. Simpson

died, February 28, 1880, aged seventy years.

IBBS, BENJAMIN, a Farmer of New
Castle, and late Recorder of Deeds for

that county, was born in Appoquini-

mink hundred, June 16, 1812. His father

'\J was Isaac Gibbs, who was born in Phila-

delphia. A large landed estate was bequeathed

to him by a paternal uncle, and he removed to

Delaware to take possession of this tract,

which was situated on the “Levels” near Mid-

dletown. The progenitors of the Gibbs family

in America were three brothers who came to

this country with William Penn. Benj. min

Gibbs, the eldest, became a resident of Phila-

delphia. His son Benjamin Gibbs, Jr., was a

well known merchant of that city, and his

name is found affi.xed to the agreement or
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compact by which the merchants of Fhilaciel- i

phia bound themselves to import no goods

subject to stamp duty. His name also appears

as one of the founders of the Franklin Library

of that city. Edward Gibbs, the second

brother, settled in Delaware. He soon, how-

|

ever, removed to Kentucky, and thence to

South Carolina, where the family name became

prominent. Edward, the third brother,- chose

New Jersey as his home. Isaac Gibbs, father

of the subject of this sketch, purchased a farm
;

near Newark, to which he removed in 1815, .

because of the educational advantages its

locality afforded, and his son, Benjamin, was

educated in Newark under the supervision of

,

Rev. A. K. Russell, of the Presbyterian church.

In 1833 they returned to the old homestead

called “ Danby” on the Levels, and here Mr.
j

Benjamin Gibbs began farming. In 1842 he
|

removed to Newark where he remained for

four years and afterward purchased “Fairview,”

an estate of 205 acres, where he has since re-

sided. Mr. Gibbs gave his attention chiefly

to raising fruit and found it a paying interest.

He had at one time 7000 peach trees in bearing,
j

Mr. Gibbs acted with the Whig party so long

as it existed: in 1854, he became a member!
of the Democratic party and was appointed

Register of Wills, by Gov. Saulsbury in 1869,
]

and served in this capacity for five years,
|

He was reared in the Protestant Episcopal
:

Church and was a vestryman from his early
!

manhood. Soon after reaching his majority

he was made a Mason and served in all the
;

chairs of the Blue Lodge. He was mar-

ried, January 22, 1845, to Miss Hannah,

daughter of Justa Justis of Swedish ante-

cedents Six children were born to them
;

Joseph Shewell. Amca Dale, Gustavus Justis,

Isaac, Edward Cantwell and Catharine Justis.

Blameless in his life, and honored and esteemed

in all his public and private relations, Mr.

Gibbs was an example of a Christian gentlemen.

He departed this life December 13, 1880.

CUSTIS WISE, (deceased,)

Lawyer of Georgetown, was born in

xMillsboro, Sussex county, February i,

1840 His father. Colonel G. H. Wright,

has been for many years Cashier of

the Farmers Bank of Georgetown. His mother

was the daughter of Colonel William D. Wap-

les, of that county, and connected with the

Custis and Wise families of tiie Eastern Shore

of Virginia. Mr. Wright was educated at

Princeton, and studied law in the ofifice of

Hon Elisha Cullen. Admitted to the bar in

New Castle, in September, 1862, he became
the law partner of Hon. Willard Saulsbury,

then United States Senator from Delaware.

In 1865 Hon. Gove Saulsbury, being speaker

of the State Senate, became tx-oificio Gover-

nor of Delaware, upon the death of Governor

William Cannon, and Mr. Wright was ap-

pointed Secretary of State. The duties of

this position he performed for six years, until

the close of Governor Saulsbury’s administra-

tion, with great fidelity and ability. In 1872

he was nominated by his party as their candi-

date for Congress, but the ticket was not

successful. He now gave himself with renewed
earnestness to his profession, in which he rose

rapidly, and increasing business taxed all his

energies, when in the midst of his bright and
successful career he was stricken with illness

which terminated fatally, iNovember 29, 1874.

Mr. Wright had many friends. He was a

young man of great goodness of heart, and
winning address, and his rare talents drew
around him many warm admirers. The loss

sustained in his death will long be felt. He
was married in November, 1865, to Miss

Emma R., daughter of Sam’l Rowland Paynter,

and granddaughter of Samuel Paynter, for-

merly Governor of Delaware. Mrs. Wright
with their two daughters, Maud and Mary,

reside in Georgetown.

ILSON, REV. JAMES P., D. D. a cel-

ebrated Clergyman and many years

Pastor of the First Presbyterian church

of Philadelphia, was born in Delaware

about 1750. He resided at New Castle

and first studied law, in the practice of which

he became very distinguished. In early life for

some years after the Revolution he was a

strong Anti-Federalist, but never held office.

He was a man of profound learning, with an

acute and metaphysical mind, well suited to

teach the truths of chrisianity, while his

humble, and ardent piety, and most faithful dis-

charge of his pastoral duties, won for him the

warm regard and veneration of his people and

the whole community.
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OHNSON, ALEXANDER, Farmer and
!

ex-Senator, was born on the old home-
stead in Mispillion hundred, Kent countv,

w ^ 5 ’
i8i 2. His father, James John-

D son, lived on a large farm which he culti-

vated, but his principal business was survey-

ing. He had a high reputation in his profes-

sion and was at one time surveyor for the

county. Many of the records of Kent and

Sussex counties show how large an amount

of labor he performed. He died in February

1828, when in his fifty-ninth year. He mar-

ried about 1797, Elizabeth, daughter of Rich-

ard and Priscilla (Polk) Hayes, and sister of

Manlove Hayes, father of Manh>ve Hayes ol

Dov'er, and. also father of Judge Alexander

L. Hayes, who was forty years a Judge in

Lancaster county, Penna. Mr. and Mrs. James

Jolmson had seven children
;
William, a law-

yer, died in 1861, at the age of sixty-three;

Charles Hayes died in 1821. at the age of

twenty-one
;
James who was killed by an

accident, December 23, 1S2!, at t''>" aoe of
'-’Itwenty years; Mar}^ Ann, born 1805, died in

|

1849, unmarried
;
Manlove, a farmer, born in

j

1807, died in 1863; Elizabeth, born in 1810,

married George Johnson, and died January 18,

1866, leaving a family
;
and Ale.xander, the

subject of this sketch. The grandfather of the

last named was Samuel Johnson, a farmer,

who was bom August 16, 1737, on the old

homestead, where, also, he died September 30,

1792. He married Miss Mary Ann Willey of

Sussex county, who was born April 15, 1740,
;

and died February 9, iSii. Their eleven chil-

dren were Elizabeth, who married Nathan

Davis of Kent county
;
William who died un-

|

married at the age of thirty years, a man of
|

great ability; Nathan, who died in 1835, leav-
|

ing no issue
;
Purnell, who died in 1829, aged

,

sixty-two,—his daughter was the wife of

Governor Tharp
;

James, mentioned above
;

Sarah, born in 1771, married Thomas Brown,

and died in 1827, her children all now de-

ceased
;
Nancy, died young

;
Mary, born in

1776, married Wiliam Willey
;
Priscilla, born

in 1780, married James Miller, and died in

1822
;
Nancy, the second, born in 1782 and

'

died 1799, and Phoebe, born in 17S5 and

died in 1797. The great-grandfather of the

subject of our sketch was John Johnson,

who was born near Belfast, Ireland, about

the year 1700. He came to America in
|

early manhood, and married soon after his

arrival. He purchased of James Parker, the

original patentee, a tract of land known as

‘ Parker’s Island,” and afterwards added to the

original purchase other tracts of land till he

owned over one thousand acres. This land

was situated in Mispillion hundred, two and

a half miles, southeast of P'armington, and
has been the home of the family ever since.

Part of it is now in the possession of Mr. John-
son. He attended only the public schools, but

acquired a good education under the teaching

of his parents, who were both well educated

and kept their home well supplied with the

best books and periodicals of that day. Mr.

Johnson’s taste was for farming and he has

been devoted to agriculture all his life. Plis

father died when he was only si.xteen years of

age, and the care of the farm from that time

devolved principally upon him. He remained

several years with his mother. In 1850 he

purchased an adjoining tract of one hundred
and twentv-five acres, on which he built the

large and commodious residence he has since

occupied, with the extensive outbuildings. He
has also added at other times to his original

inheritance, till he now owns over eleven hun-

dred acres in a body. A portion of the

land was low and marshy and was considered

of small value, but by ditching and under-

draining Mr. Johnson has reclaimed it and

made it very valuable and productive. He has

not invested largely in fruit, having now only

about two thousand peach trees. He has a

fine apple orchard, but his lands are devoted

to grain, stock and ha)’. For wheat and corn

they are unsurpassed in the State, but Mr.

Johnson’s specialty is hay, of which he is one

of the largest and most successful growers

in the county. As an agriculturist he

stands among the first in the State and

deserves especial credit as the pioneer in

redeeming the low lands and making them
valuable. Mr. Johnson has always been ac-

tive in public affairs. As a Whig he was, dur-

ing the existence of that party, very influen-

tial in Kent county. In 1838 he received a

commission from Gov. Comegys as Justice

of Peace and Notary Public, the former of

which offices he resigned at the end of one

year. In 1840 he was elected to the Legisla-

ture on the Whig ticket, and served with

credit in the session of 1841. In 1842, al-
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though only thirty years of age, he was nom-
inated for the important office of Sheriff of

Kent county, and elected for two years
;
which

office he filled with ability, giving general

satisfaction, On the demise of the Whig party

he refused to affiliate with the Know Nothing

movement, and has since acted with the Dem-
ocratic party. In 1858 he was elected by that

party to the State Senate and served with

credit in the sessions of [S59, i860 and 1861.

Since that time he has not been in political

life. Mr. Johnson was one of the original

friends of the Delaware Railroad, and with the

supporters of that enterprise labored indefati-

gably to secure the building of the road. He
took a considerable amount of stock, and was

elected a member of the first board of Direc-

tors,a position which he has held uninterrupted-

ly to the present time. He was married June 10,,

1847, to Miss Williamina, daughter of Hon. ^

Henry M. Ridgely, and has three children
j

living
;
Henry Ridgely Johnson, a lawyer by

profession, residingin Dover; Nicholas Ridgely

Johnson and Annie DuPont Johnson. Mrs. '

Johnson died June 25, 1859. Mr. Johnson

again married February 26, 1868 ;
the lady

being Lizzie E., daughter of W. N. W., and
J

Elizabeth (Cropper) Dorsey, of Milford. By !

this marriage he has one child, IHizabeth.

.^/qIDGAWAY, WM. henry, President !

%'\jl of the Farmers’ Fruit Preserving Com-
pany, Wyoming, Kent county, was born '

f in that county, April 8, 1 824. His father,

Joseph Ridgaway, was born in Talbot

county, Md., January 25, 1786. He was a far-
'

mer.and about the year 1814 removed to Kent

county, Delaware, where on the 22nd, of I'eb-

ruary 1816, he married Miss Sarah A., daugh-
^

ter of Jonathan and Sarah (Brown) Lowber.

The ancestors of the Lowber family came

with the early Dutch settlers, and patented

Amsterdam Farm, in North Murderkill hun-

dred, in Kent county, about four miles from

Camden, before the conquest of the colony

by the English. The Ridgaways were also an

ancient family, descended from the nobility of

England, and their coat of arms is still pre- ^

served in Philadelphia. Three brothers came

to this country among the earliest settlers,
|

one of whom settled in New Jersey, one in ‘

Pennsylvania, and one in Maryland, in all of

which States they have numerous descendants. 1

The grandparent.s of Joseph Ridgaway, were

William and Sarah Ridgaway of Talbot

county, and his father, James Ridgaway, was

born IMarch 2, 1753. Resides the subject of

this sketch, Joseph Ridgaway had three

children, only one of whom grew to maturity;

Elizabeth, who became Mrs. William Brown,

and died. May 3, 1S45, leaving one child, Sarah

Elizabeth, wife of John B. Satterfield. W illiam

Henry Ridgaway was trained to the usual

labors of the farm, attending school in the

vvinter season until he had reached the age of

seventeen, when for a year and a half he at-

tended at Pennington, N. J., the Academy of

the Annual Conference of that State. In 1844

he went West and engaged in business in

Indiana, for eighteen months, when, having

laid up a few hundred dollars, he returned and

entered Dickinson College, in the fall of 1848.

It was the great desire of his heart to take a

full course in that Institution, but the death of

his father, in 1851, leaving him the only one to

take charge of the estate, compelled him to

leave college in his junior year. He then un-

dertook the settling up of his father's affairs,

and from th.it time devoted himself to farm-

ing. Mr. Ridgaway was one of the first men
in Kent county to discover the advantages of

fruit raising, and in 1853 commenced the cul-

tivation of peaches, in which he was very suc-

cessful, becoming one of the pioneer fruit

growers of the State, and is one of its most

prosperous farm.ers. He was one of the stock-

holders in the Dover River Steamboat Com-
pany, which ran a steamboat from Barker’s

Landing to Philadelphia
;
but this company

failed and his stock was lost. He took twenty

five scholarships in Dickinson College, and also

a one hundred and fifty dollar share in the

Wyoming Institute, a regularly incorporated

college. His landed estate consists of 877

acres of the best land, besides village property,

bank stock, mortgages, &c. In January, 1876,

Mr. Ridgaway was elected President of the

Farmers’ Fruit Preserving Company, and fills

this position with great efficiency. He is most

highly regarded and esteemed in his business

capacity, as well as in all the relations of life.

He is an ardent patriot, a staunc'n Union man
and Republican, and voted for Lincoln at both

elections. He joined in 1846, the M. E. Church,

of whic’n he has ever since been a prominent

and useful member, and in which he has filled
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the offices of treasurer, steward, and class-

leader. He was married, July 29, 1852, to

Miss Mary M., daughter of Rev Levin Pretty-

man of the Philadelphia Annual Conference,

and has four children; Mary, now Mrs. A. P.

Lasher, Principal of Pennington Institute, N. J.

;

Charles Bascom, A. M., a graduate of Dickin-

son College, and a lawyer in Atchison, Kansas;

Wilbur Joseph, and Annie Clara, who are still

at home with their parents.

HOEBUS, GEORGE ALFRED, D. D.,

was, born January 4, 1830 in Somerset

Co., Md. His ancestors were of English

descent and among the earliest settlers

of the county. George Phoebus, the

head of the house in America, was a young

man and unmarried when he immigrated : In

1678, he was married to Ann Smith by Capt.

Thomas Haller. After her death he was mar-

ried to Mary Jones. He had four sons and two

daughters, and died at a very advanced age in

T747. Tohn Phoebus, his voungest son, born in

1717, was married in 1750, to Anna Muir, of a

Scotch family that had settled, partly in Som-
erset, and partly in Dorchester counties, Md.

To these were born seven children, as follows:

Rev. William Phoebus M. D., born in 1754;

Mary, 1756; Henry. 1758; John, 1762; James,

1767; Lewis, 1770; Thomas, 1777. Of these,

William entered into the ministry of the

Methodist Episcopal Church in 1783, and be-

came an honored, wise, and venerated minis-

ter, distinguished for his piety, varied learning,

and unswerving integrity. He also studied,

and, after graduation, practiced medicine in

the city of New York. He was the first active

Methodist Preacher from Somerset county.

He died at his residence in New York, in

November, 1831. Lewis Phoebus lived an up-

right,exemplary life, dying in the 73rd year of

his age. Thomas died in New Orleans, of yel-

low fever, in 1812. The father of these, John

Phoebus, opened his house to the Methodists,

and for several years it was an established place

for public worship
;
his hands ministered to the

necessities of the first Methodist preacher that

died in America, and from his house to the

family burial ground, was conveyed the remains

of the Rev. William Wright. He himself lived

till near the close of the last century. At his

death his homestead went into the possession
;

of his son John. The latter was married in 1793,
j

to Margaret Muir of Dorchester county; to them
were born, Thomas, in 1795; James. 1797; John,

1799; Sarah, 1802; William B, 1804; Eliza-

beth, i S06; and Dorington Glover, 1809, In 1816,

the father, mother, and two of the children

were cut down by an epidemic which was wide-

spread and almost devastated various sections

of the Peninsula. John Phoebus continued

to follow the example of his father in enter-

taining the Methodists, until finding their

number increasing, he built for and gave to

them a chapel with the land whereon it stood.

In this work he was aided by his brother Lewis,

who, notwithstanding he had a very large

family, kept also an open house for the weary

itinerant. Both brothers were blessed in their

posterity, Lewes being the father of Harrison

Phoebus, the owner and proprietor of the popu-

lar hotel at Old Point Comfort, Virginia. James
Phoebus, the son of John, was prominent in

his native county, possessed of a clear mind
and vigorous intellect, together with moral

qualities that gave both grace and power to

his character. He spent nearly one third ot his

life in public service. In politics he was a

Whig, and afterwards a Republican. At the

time of the breaking out of the Rebellion, in

1861, he was the owner of a large number of

slaves. His servant men enlisted in the Union
army, and he himself went with them to the

recruiting offices to be assured that they were

properly enlisted; the women with their chil-

dren were provided with homes by him when
they were all made free by the emancipation

proclamation, while two motherless children

were legally taken charge of by him, and

protected within his own family, until one, an

invalid, passed away, and the other was grown.

He was a friend of the poor, a counselor for

his community, an advocate of temperance,

a Christian of purity of character, and holiness

of heart. He was twice married
;

first to

Eliza Howard, who died early in life, leaving

an only son, William Jas. Howard, who
also died in early life. In 1829 he was
married to Ann Willing. By this marriage

the male and female branches of the family

were re-united, Ann (Willing) Phoebus, being

descended from Mary Willing, daughter of

Nancy Ross, daughter of Mary Walton, daugh-

ter of Alice Ellen Spicer, daughter of George

Phoebus By this marriage came George A.

Phoebus, whose name is given at the head of
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this sketch. There were eleven children as
|

the ffuit of this second marriaire, four of whom !

have died. l‘he father closed his useful and
1

honorable life in 1868. The early life of Dr.
j

Phoebus was pleasant. His parents.being strict

but liberal Christians, gave all possible care to

his culture in childhood. He was given free

access to books, and to the schools of his

native county. In these he was prepared for

college and entered Dickinson College in 1848,

spending two years. At the termination of

his college life he taught school until yielding

to the convictions of his mind, he entered the

itinerant ministry of th'e Methodist Pipiscopal

Church in 1 853, being connected with the Phil-

adelphia Annual Conference. His ministerial

life has been spent mostly on the peninsula,

and nearly one-half in the State of Delaware.

He is known in the church as a bold and orig-

inal thinker, with a mind patient in investiga-

tion, and earnest in the enunciation of Gospel

truths. He is an ardent supporter of the cause
-J. 1 \. I. r »r_ i*r ^Ul CUUCULlUlt, ctiiu UCIU^ a UiC-lUll^

student, takes high grounds on this subject.

He is connected with various Boards in his

church, and being versed in her ecclesiastical

history, occupies the highly responsible posi-

tion of defender of her usages. He is a Metho-
dist of the Asburyan type, holding that epis-

copacy is a third order in the church, differing

from presbytery, not in degree, but in the

power and quality of ecumenical superintend-

ence
;
that. therefore, no man should take upon

him this office, unless he be called thereto of

God
;
that consecration to office in the church,

while it is both wise and in conformity with

ecclesiastical usage, is merely conventional,and
imparts no inward quality or qualification. Dr.

Plioebus has been honored not only by his own
church, but by the sister denominations, it

being a principle of his life to commend what-
ever is good in all. In 1873, the honorary de-

gree of A. M. was conferred u[)on him by the

trustees and faculty of Dickinson College, and
almost at the same time that of D. D. by the

Delaware College. He is much engaged in

literary work, and besides the publication of

addresses, sermons, and essays, other and more
imposing work may early appear from his pen.

In 1856, he was married to Virginia Caroline

Massey, second daughter of the Rev. Jas. A.
Massey. I he Massey family came to this

country from the Island of Jersey, one of the

39

Guernseys, and was settled in Kent county, Md.
The order of descent in America is as follows :

PPijah Massey, born in 1732, Benjamin, his son,

1767, James Augustus, his son, 1S08, Virginia

Caroline, his daughter, 1837. Dr. Phoebus has,

by his marriage, a companion whose culture

and intellectual qualities are of a high order,

and who is known and respected for her liter-

ary productions. They have a large family of

children, who are trained almost entirely by

their parents’ instruction.

^Ug^cLEAR, HENRY CLAY, of the firm

(h of McLear & Kendall, Carriage Build-

ers, Wilmington, was born in that

V city, November 20, 1838. His parents

were John and Elizabeth (Bush) Mc-
Lear. John McLear was a dry goods mer-

chant in the above city, but late in life vvent

into the banking and brokerage business. He
was a man of upright and positive charac-

ter, and exerted a wide influence. In the

Whig party he was a leading iiieinuer, vvorking

earnestly for its success. He was a regular at-

tendent and supporter of the Presbyterian

Church. His wife died at the age of forty-five,

but Mr. McLear lived to reach his seventy-

sev^enth year, his death occurring in 1874. The
names of their six children were,Anna Bush,who
died in 1872 at the age of forty-three

;
John

Patterson, of the Wilmington Mills Manufac-

turing Company
;
Samuel Bush of the D. K.

Miller Lock Company, Philadelphia
;
Henry,

Clay, and Elizabeth Bush McLear; one son

died in infancy. Henry C. McLear received

his education at Professor Hyatt’s Institute in

Wilmington, and at the age of fourteen, by
his own desire, was apprenticed to the car-

riage trimming business with Henry Pretzch-

ner, with whom he served four years. He
then worked as a journeymen till 1863, when
he formed a partnership with Mr. P. L. Allen,

for the manufacture of carriages
;

the firm

bearing the name of Allen & McLear. This

was dissolved after one year, and he then

formed his present partnership with Mr. Cas-

per Kendall, under the firm name of McLear
& Kendall. They purchased of Mr. John Mer-
rick, first the factory at the corner of Second
and French streets, and in 1866, of the same
gentleman, the works he had erected the previ-

ous year at the corner of King and Ninth streets.

These were then the largest works of that kind
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3o6 HISTORY OF DELAWARE.

in the United State.s, and the firm has contin-

ued sin.'e, with great enterprise and success. In

May. 188:2, tlieir factor}' was destroyerl b}' fire.

Their stock of finished coaches and carriages

burned was very large, as also many that were

under way, representing, with the building,

machinery, tools and materials, a loss of nearly

$65,000. With characteristic energy and en-

terprise the firm at once rebuilt their works,

running their building up four stories high, the

last story being finished with a mansard roof

and the new machinery being of the latest and

most improved kinds By September i, 1882,

they' were in full operation with an increased

force of the most skilled workmen in ever}'

department. Mr. IMcLear has been one *of

the leaders and managers of the Republican

party for several years. He was chairman of

the city Republican committee in 187,9

1880. It is admitted that to his efforts and

management it was largely due that the city

of Wilmington gave President Garfield a ma-

joril}v Mr. McLear is a strong worker but

has never allowed himself to be a candiilate

for office. He was made a Mason in 1863, and

is a Roy'al Arch Mason and a Knight Tem-
plar. He is a member of the West Presby'-

terian church, and has been chairman of the

Board of Trustees since the organization of

the church in 1868. He was married in 1865

to Miss Martha J., daughter of John G. and

Mary C. (Culbert) Yates, of Wilmington.

They have four children living
;
Walter, Mal-

colm, Anna Bush and Martha McLear.

CUMMINS, GEORGE WILSON, Presi-

dent of the Kent County Mutual Insur-

ance Company', retired merchant, and

farmer of Smy’rna,was born in that town,

S January' 18, 1809. His father was John

Cummins, for many y'ears a leading merchant

of that town, a man of great industry, business

capacity and integrity', and was, at the time of

hi.s death, perhaps, the largest land owner in

Kent county. He died in July, 1833. Hi.s

mother was Susan H., daughter of William

Wilson of Kent county', Mary'land. She was

an estimable woman, and died in 1845. George

W. was the eldest son and second child, and

attended school first in Smy'rna Academy, an

institution whicli his father contributed largely'

to build and support. At thirteen years of

age he went to Wilmington and attended

Enoch Lewis’ (Friends) school for three years.

When sixteen y'ears of age his father put him

in his store to perform the duty of store-boy'

and clerk. AL.-rchandi/ang at that time, in

Smyrna, comprised, in the case of John Cum-
mins, the ownership of vessels trading from

Duck Creek to Wilmington, Philadelphia and

New York. These vessels brouglit goods to

Smyrna for most of the merchants on the

peninsula, and were then distributed in Mr.

Cummins’ wagons, in Delaware and the Eastern

Shore of Maryland. George was put by his

father under the charge of the chief clerk
;

instructed implicitly' to obey him, and attend

to every' duty' without failing in any particular.

He remained in the store of his father, as clerk,

until 1830, when he was taken into partner-

ship At that day' merchants in Smyrna
bought staves, bark, wood, grain, and a variety

of products of this class, which were sent to

Wilmington and other cities. The larger staves

finding their way to the West Indies to be used

for sugar hogsheads ; also, quercitron bark,

after being ground, was exported to be used as

a dye. In March, 1834, after the death of his

father, the business was conducted by' himself

and brother, the firm being known as George

W. Cummins and Brother, afterward as Cum-
mins & Brother, and they also continued in

the vessel business until the firm was dissolved;

their larger vessels carrying grain to Boston

and Providence, as well as to New York Mr.

Cummins, after this, being in business by him-

self from 1856 to 1859, dealt largely in the

grain and vessel business, when he sold out to

Col. Edwin Wilmer. Mr. Cummins has for

many' years been a large landowner and has

given much attention to agricultural pursuits, in

connection with his v'arious other engagements.

He is the owner of about 2500 acres of very

valuable land in Kent county. He resides on

“Wcodlawn,” situated one mile south of

Smyrna. It consists of over 200 acres. He
has on it 8500 peach trees, 1500 pear, [50

quince, and 200 apple trees. When he took

this farm it was very poor
;
30 acres in corn,

giving only' a rent of a few bushels of “nub-
bins” or short corn. It is now in a high state

of cultivation. Mr. Cummins was a member
of the Delaware Legislature in the session of

1856 and 1857, having been elected to that

body on the Democratic ticket
;
making a good

representative for one who has always rad a
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decided distaste for political position
;
and

j

since this period has always refused to allow
j

his name to be used on a party ticket. He
was for many years a director of the Bank of

Smyrna, and is now tire occupant of that posi-

tion in the Farmers Bank, at Dover. From
an early period after its organization, he was ‘

one of the directors of the Kent County
^

Mutual Fire Insurance Com[)any, and since

1S68, has been President of that popular and

well-managed corporation. Pie is a member
of the vestr\' of the Protestant Episcopal

Church in Smyrna, having occupied that posi-

tion for over thirty years. The late Bishop

Cummins, of the Reformed P. E Church, was

a cousin, and the subject of this sketch was

named for the Bishop’s father. Mr. Cumrnins

was married, June 6, 1837, to Miss Evelina M.,

daughter of William and Ann Denny, of Kent

county, Maryland. Mrs. Ann Denny died in

1881, at the advanced age 104 years, and to

the last retained the possession of her mental

and physical faculties to a remarkable extent.

The children of George W. Cummins, who
still survive, are George W.,of Smyrna, Walter,

attorney-at-law, Wilmington, Sarah A., and

Louisa A. Cummins.

^^‘’-^^JLLIAMSON, HON. JOHN F., Mer-

chant,Newark,was born in Cecil county,

Md., March 5, iSiS. His father, John

Williamson, of Scotch descent, was

a farmer and miller. He was a class-

leader in the Methodist church, and his house

the home of the early itinerant ministers. His

wife was Sarah, daughter of Robert Arm-
strong, of that county. They had eight chil-

dren, of whom John Fletcher, was the sixth.

Mr. Williamson died in 1847, at the age of

seventy-three. His wife died in 1842, in the

sixty-third year of her age. Both families

were among the early settlers of Cecil county.

Mr. Williamson’s early education was limited

to an attendance upon the common schools of

his neighborhood till he was twelve years of

age. He was then employed on the farm and

in the mill till seventeen, when he left home,

his father having lost his property by endors-

ing for others. He worked in a grist and saw

mill till 1842, applying most of his wages to the

support of his father’s famil}c At that time

he became a clerk in the store of John Miller

at Newark, Del. In 1846 he formed a partner-

ship with his employer under the firm nam.e of

Williamson & Miller, which continued to do a

prosperous business till 1855, when the whole

business passed by purchase into the hands of

Mr. Williamson, who has ever since conducted

it with uninterrupted success. He has always

taken a deep interest in public affairs, and has

often served as school commissioner, school

trustee,and town commissioner. In i860 he was

elected to the blouse of Delegates (on the Bell

and Everett ticket) for two years, serving as

speaker of that body. In 1862 he was elected

to the State Senate on the Republican ticket,

and was the nominee for speaker. He was a

useful and leading member, exerting his

utmost endeavors to secure legislation favor-

able to the Union cause, with which he was

prominently identified from the beginning of

hostilities. He was in the' seventh Delaware

Infantry, serving as commissary sergeant

of that regimient, until the expiration of its

period of enlistment. He has been frequently

urged by the leaders of the Republican party

to allow his name to be placed upon the ticket

as candidate for Governor, but has always de-

clined the honor. Mr. Williamson joined the

M. E. church in 1842, and has been a prominent

member and office-bearer. In 1843 he organ-

ized the Sunday School of his church, and for

thirty-five consecutive years served as its super-

intendent. He was, in 1872, the President of the

first Lay Conference held in Wilmington, and

was elected an alternate on the list of delegates

of that year, to the General Conference. In

1876 the Lay Conference elected him a dele-

gate to the General Conference which met

that year in Baltimore. He was licensed as a

local preacher in 1878. He was married

August 27, 1847, to Margaret, daughter of

William Reynolds, of New Castle county.

They have four surviving children
: John M.,

a lawyer in Philadelphia, and a graduate of

Dickinson College
;
Alexander F., associated

in business with his father
;
Kate A. and

Maggie R. Williamson. The above simple

narrative of the labors and positions held by

Mr Williamson needs no words of praise to

speak his worth as a man and a Christian, and

the high respect and confidence in which he is

held by his fellow citizens. He is of large

stature, dignified bearing, and has a frank and

honest countenance.
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^fgl^ACALLlSTER, COL. SAMUEL A..
*^\ Lawyer and ex-City-Soiicitcr of Wil-

mington, Wtas born in Philadelphia,

Sept. 10,1840. His father wa.s Samuel

^3- Macallister, a journalist, and connected

with the Daily Sun of that city. Plis mother

Isabella Macallister, died when Samuel was

three years old, and his father, in 1850. Thus

when only in his tenth year he was left an or-

phan and is the only one of five children of his

parents who survives. When but ten years old

he came to Delaware, arid was placed on a farm

in Kent county, his opportunities to obtain an

education being limited to an attendance

at the public school in the winter months for

three consecutive years. After this period he

never again attended school But there

are some minds which rise above the most

untoward circumstances, and in defiance of ob-

structions and outward surroundings, take hold

of knowledge. Such a mind was that of Mr.

Macallister. At the age of fourteen years he

began going to sea, and being away in summer,

came back to spend Ids winters on the farm.

He took every opportunity to study and im-

prove himself, more especially in mathematics

and navigation, under the direction of the mas-

ters of vessels. His first voyage was to Rio

Janeiro, S. A., when in his fifteenth year. He
subsequently went to France and England,

but was mostly employed in the West India

and coast-wisc trade. Upon the breaking out of

the war of the rebellion he enlisted as a private

and w'as mustered into Co. F, first Delaware

Regiment, Col. John W. Andrews. His sol-

dierly bearing and courage soon won him pro-

motion in the field, and by successive steps he

rose to non-commissioned, then to commis-

sioned officer, until he reached the rank of

1st Lieutenant of his company, and ailjutant ofj

the Regiment. He w'as detailed and appointed
I

an Aid-de-camp on the staff of the lamented!

General Thomas A. Smyth of Wilmington, and
j

was within a few paces of the General when a
j

minnie ball gave him the wound of which he
J

died in less than twenty-four hours thereafter,
j

He served on staff duty until he was mustered

out, July 13, 1865. Col. Macallister W'as wound-

ed three times, first at Fredericksburg, then

at Antietam, and severely at Bristow station.

Upon his return to civil life he settled in the

city of Wilmington, and still suffering from

his injuries, sought such employment as was

suitable to his physical condition. The posi-

tion of Assistant Assessor of Internal Revenue

for the District of Delaware, was tendered to

him, and he served in this position creditably

from 1869 to 1872. During this period he em-

ployed his leisure in the study of the law,

under the direction of Anthony M. Higgins,

Esq. He was admitted to the Bar at the

December term of the Court, 1872, and imme-

diately entered on the practice of his profes -

sion in that city. From the first he met w'ith

a good degree of success, which continued

increasingly remunerative. In 1877 Colonel

Macallister was elected by the city council

Solicitor of Wilmington, and w'as re-elected

to the same position for three years in M.iy,

1878. In this position, it is not too much to

say that he won the confidence of men of all

parties, and made an admirable record as the

law officer of the city. He has been the

President and a director of the Wilmington In-

stitute for the last ten years and has served for

three years in the Board of Public Education.

He has taken a laro-e ^;hare of interest in the- o
organization of the militia of the State, and

for two years the Colonel commanding the

troops of the State, resigning that position in

November, 1881, and was succeeded by Coi.

S. M. Wood. He is now devoting his time

exclusively to his law practice. In politics he

has always voted and acted w'ith the Repulican

party and is very pronounced, though courte-

ous, in his advocacy of its claims. Few men of his

years in this or any other State have begun lile

under more inauspicous and saddening circum-

stances, and his career is full of instruction

to those youths who are left with the task

before them of hewing out their path to an

honorable and successful future. He has been

repeatedly spoken of as a suitable man to fill

the responsible position of Mayor of the city,

and as far back as 1875, in a list of seven

persons who were candidates for nomination

by the Republican party. Col. Macallister had

the second highest number of votes for his

nomination, although he made no effort to

obtain it. In 1882 he again was largely sup-

ported for the Mayoralty of the city. He
was married in April [872. to Miss Sadie A.,

daughter of Joshua A. Conner, Estj., of

Chester county. Pa. Three children have been

born to them; M. Isabella, Ada V., and J.

Letitia Macallister.
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AMM, PLEASANTON, Merchant and

P'ruit Grower of Cowgill's Corner, was

born in Camden, I"eb. 23, ! 812. His father,

Benjamin Hamm, died in i8i6,in Camden-

His mother was Ann Pleasanton, a de-

scendant of Henry Stevens, a large landholder

in Little Creek Neck and among the early set-

tlers of this part of the county. The family is

still in possession of numerous articles of

household furniture, which were brought from

England by the ancestors of Mrs. Hamm. The
subject of this sketch attended the schools of

his vicinity until he was sixteen years of age

when he entered the Gazette Office at Wil-

mington to learn printing, and continued there

for four years. On leaving he followed his

trade for ten years when he removed to his

present home at Cowgill’s Corner,and engaged

in mercantile pursuits, which he has continued

ever since. He inherited from his grandfather

a farm of 114 acres situated in Little Creek

Neck, and in 1880 he purchased an adjoining

farm of 70 acres. Giving his attention partly to

his land he has been successtui both as a mer-

chant and a farmer. In the culture of fruits

he has engaged largely, raising peaches, straw-

berries, etc., very successfully. In politics he

is a Democrat. He has been twice married,

first in 1834, to Miss Abigail, daughter of Judge

Christopher Sickler, of New Jersey. Two chil-

dren of this marriage grew to maturity
;
Laura

Virginia, now wife of Rev. William. P". Talbot

of the Wilmington Conference, Mary Anna,who
mariied, first, Mr. Gideon Waples, of Sussex

county, and afterwards, Mr. Alexander Taylor,

of Dover. Alter the loss of his wife, Mr. Hamm
married, in 1849, Miss Sallie E., daughter of

.William Porter, of South Milford. The three

children of this marriage are Pleasonton Jr.,

Kate P. and Lizzie Hamm. Eavored in his

undertakings, his efforts crowned with success,

Mr. Hamm enjoys the evening of a quiet, use-

ful and pleasant life.

^^AZIER, HENRY, Farmer, late of

“White Hall,” was born in New Castle

county, June 14, 1799. His father, Jacob

Cazier.a farmer of the same county,died.

May 2, 1S07. Jacob Cazier married Mrs.

Charity, widow of Rev. James McCoy, a clergy-

man of the Presbyterian church, May 9, 1795.

Her maiden name was Charity Benson
;
she was

a woman of great energy and business ability.

and was conspicuous for piety, and devotion to

her church. She died March .4, 1843 the

eighty-second year of her age. The grand-

parents of Henry were Jacob and Rebecca
Cazier, whose four sons were John, Jacob,

Henry and Matthias. The ancestors of the family

were P'rench Huguenots. They were large

land owners as early as 1760, and patents and

deeds are still in existence showing their pos-

session of large tracts of land on the St.

Augustine Creek, traversing a broad area from

the waters of the Chesapeake Bay, on the

Bohemia Manor, to the mouth of St. Augustine

Creek on the Delaware Bay. A large portion

of this property is yet in the hands of J. B.

Cazier. Henry Cazier grew up on the farm

adjoining Mt. Vernon Place, the estate of Jacob

B. Cazier. Although his early educational ad-

vantages were limited,he nevertheless acquired

a large fund of business and historical knowledge
When ofage he came into possession of400 acres

of land,and such was his industry and business

management that at the time of his death he

was the owner of seven iarge farms aggregat-

ing 3CXX) acres of valuable land in Delaware and

Maryland, w'hich was devoted, chiefly, to ce-

reals. Mr. Cazier joined the Presbyterian

church about 1830, which event produced a

marked change in his lite and character. He
became ardent in his attachment to every

form of aggressive Christianity, which he was
ready at all times to sustain by liberal con-

tributions from his growing means. He
was identified with the temperance cause

from its rise, and was a devoted advocate

of total abstinence, visiting various points

and speaking with great effectiveness in

Maryland and Delaware. In politics, Mr.

Cazier was an old line Whig, a great ad-

mirer of Henry Clay, and a personal and

political friend of Hon. John M. Clayton. He
would never allow his name to be used for any

office of profit or honor in the state, yet no

man was more interested or active in his party

than he, during the life of Henry Clay, at

whose death he ceased to take so large a share

of interest in public and political affairs, yet

continued to act and vote with, at first, the

American, and then with the People’s party

until the period of his death, which occurred

Nov. 5, 1859, at the age of 61 years. Few men
have better illustrated than he, the virtues of

industry, self reliance, and devotion to moral
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HISTORY OF DELAWARF.3 lO

and religious conviction. He was united in

marriage on the 23d of December 182S. to Miss

Sarah Johnston, of New York, by Rev. T.

McDule>’,in Rutgers ciiurcli in that city. Mrs.

Cazier died August 1st, iSjj.in her eighty-first

year. She possessed rare natural endowments
and was an educated and devoted Christian

lady. Her death was a great loss to the church

and community in which she had lived for

nearly half a century. The following children

were born of this marriage; Catherine Eugenia,

who married Rev. Samuel Dickey of Oxford,

Pa., October 8, 1850; she died March 16,1862;

Sallie Eugenia, born August ii, 1853 ;
Mary

Irvine, born August 2i, 1857, and Jacob Benson

Cazier.

'^AZIER, JACOB BENSON, Retired

Farmer, near Kirkwood. New Castle

county, son of Henry Cazier, was born

on White Hall farm, the old homestead.

Dec. 25, 1S33. He attended the schools

neighborhood till his fourteenth year,

when he was sent to the Academy at Newark,

then in charge of Rev. Matthew Meigs, now
consul to Greece. After a thorough prepara-

tory course of two and a half years
,
he entered

Delaware college, where he remained till about

the middle of the senior year, when he left for

the purpose of making a general tour of the

United States, and spent about twelve months

in visiting the principal cities, and points of in-

terest in the northern, western and southern

portions of the Union. Returning home he

entered upon the duties of life as an agricul-

turist, on the old homestead farm. In 1859,

(after the decease of his father,) he retired from

the practical pursuits of farming and removed

to the beautifully located farm, “ Mount Ver-

non place,” where he still resides. In this farm

Mr. Cazier has taken great pride, and has

made of it one of the most productive and val-

uable estates in the country. He ov/ns, also,

the old homestead. “White Hall,” and in 1873

purchased the lands devised by his father to

his father’s brother, John Cazier The three

tracts of land being contiguous, make one

solid body of about thirteen hundred acres,

bounded on the south by the Chesapeake and

Delaware canal. He has, besides, other farms,

in all, amounting to about two thousand acres

of improved and valuable land, which he

devotes, principally, to cereals. In 1878. Mr.

Cazier took away all of the old family resi-

dence but a portion of the outside walls, and

rebuilt it in modern style, after plans of his

own, making of it one of the most commodious,

richly finished, and elegant mansions in the

state. Mr Cazier is influential and popular; is

a prominent member of the Peninsula Agri-

cultural and Pomological Society. In politics

he is an independent Republican, and a ster-

ling advocate of a strong government, but has

no aspirations for political honors. He was

married in December, 1878, to Miss Hannah
Brinton, daughter of William Magins, late of

Wilmington.

^;^^AYLOR, ANDREW D. DEACON,
Merchant of St. George's, was born in

^ Philadelphia, Feb. ii, 1828. His father,

David Deacon Taylor, born in Wilming-

ton, in the year 1800, was a machinist

by trade, and in early life removed ,to Phila-

delphia, where he took Philip Garrett, a Quaker,

into partnership, the firm bearing the name of

David D. Taylor & Co. In May, 1827, he

married Elizabeth, daughter of John Warwick
of Philadelphia, who came from England to

America in early life, was a patriot during the

Revolution, and died in 1864, at the great age

of one hundred years. He was very wealthy,

owning a large amount of property in Phila-

delphia, and after his death a chest, he had

carefully guarded, was found to contain two

hundred and fifty thousand dollars in conti-

nental money. David D. Taylor had two

daughters, who died in childhood, and he died

at the early age of thirty-one. His father,

Andrew Taylor, was born in Germantown, Pa.,

about 1755. He married Elizabeth Deacon, of

New Jersey, sister of Commodore David Deacon

of the United States Navy, who died at sea on

board the man of war Brandywine. They had

a large family, seven living to maturity
; George

W., of Wilmington
;
Augustus; David Deacon

;

Alexander, living near Springfield. Illinois

;

Rev. William W. Taylor, a Presbyterian Clergy-

man residing in Wilmington
;
Edward T

,

treasurer of the Artizan’s Bank, Wilmington,

and one daughter, Mary Ann, who married

Thomas C. Aldrich of Wilmington, and died

in 1855. Andrew Taylor was for many years,

flour inspector in Wilmington. He died in

1840, at about the age of eighty-seven years.

The family came, originally, from Germany,
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BIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT.

where their name was Schneider, which, after

their arrival in America, was changed to its

English equivalent, Ta\dor. Mr. Taylor was

educated in the public schools of Philadelphia

till the age of fifteen, when he became a clerk

in a dry goods store in that city, and was thus

engaged till 1S50, after which he was, tor seven

years a clerk in a drug store. He then took a

partner and engaged in the retail dr^js: busi-

ness. In July, 1863, he entered the Quarter-

master's department of the United States

Army at P'ortress Monroe, in which position

he continued till 1868, when he settled in St.

George’s, New Castle county, in mercantile

busine.ss. In this he has been very successfub

and has become the leading merchant of the

town. He has gained, also, the entire respect

and confidence of the people of the place, as

a man of character and worth. In politics he

was formerly an old line Whig and a staunch

defender of that party, and is now an equally

pronounced Republican. He is now and has

U-.-ii fr.i- i wo terms uireviouslv', a. member of

the Towit Council, of which he is Treasurer,

and is also, Treasurer of the Town Library.

Since 1853, he has been a miember of Phoenix

Masonic Lodge of Philadelphia, No. 130. He
is a member of the Presbyterian Church and

Treasurer of the Board of Trustees. Mr.

'I’aylor was married, in 1853, to Miss Sarah I.,

daughter of Joseph Keen, of Philadelphia. His

eldest son, Henry Clay, is his partner in busi-

ness. The only daughter, Ella Yardley, is the

wife of Oliver V. Jamison, a farmer of St.

George’s hundred, and they have one other

child, William Keen Taylor, eight years of age.

ATMAN, CHARLES, Jr., Merchant,

Gin Middletown, was born about ten miles

west of Milford, Sussex county, Feb-

ruary 17, 1820. His father, Cyrus Tat-

ty)"! man, born in the same place, November

13, 1789, owned a small farm and grist mill, from

which he supported his family. His wife was

Elizabeth Dushane, whom he married in Feb-

ruary, 1813. They had eight children, of whom
four are still living. The father of Cyrus was
Purnell Tatman, a native of the same county,

and a farmer. He married Bathsheba Griffith,

who was a member of an extensive family of

that name in Sussex county. Purnell Tatman
rai.sed a large family and died in 1S26. The
family is of English origin, and tradition places

3H

their emigration to this country late in the 17th

century. The descendants are now scattered

through .Delaware, and the Western and South-

ern States. The subject of this sketch was

brought up to work on his father’s farm and in

the mill, attending for a limited period the

schools of the neighborhood, which were few

and poor. At sixteen years of age he became a

clerk in the store of Edwards & Hazel in .Mid-

dletown. In six months the firm dissolved and

he became a clerk with Tatman & .McKee, at

Cantwell’s Bridge, now Odessa. Mr. Tatman,

who is still living, is his uncle and a younger

brother of his father His sketch and portrait

are to be found in this volume. As his name
was also Charles, Mr. Tatman affi.xed “junior”

to his name, which he has since retained. He
remained with that firm till 1843, and

thoroughly mastered the business which he

has made the vocation of his life. Returning

to Middletown he was a clerk for Mr. Richard

Lockwood for three years, and in 1846, form-

ing a partnership with Philip Le Compt ;
they

purchased the stock and business of his late

employer. In less than a month Mr. Le Compt
died, although Mr, Tatman 'continued the

business under the firm name of Le Compt &
Tatman till 1848. At that time his old em-

ployer, Mr. Lockwood, became his partner by

the purchase of Mr. Le Compt’s interest.

Lockwood and Tatman continued to do a large

and prosperous business till 1865, when Mr.

Tatman bought out his partner, and has since

managed his affairs with equal success in his

own name. He is one of the most substantial

and prosperous men of the town. By close

attention to business, and by a course of strict

integrity and honor, he has not only accumu-

lated a handsome fortune, but has won for

himself the respect and confidence of the

community with which he has so long been

identified. He was originally an old line Whig
in politics and cast his first vote for Henry
Clay. He held the office of Postmaster under

Presidents Taylor and Fillmore from 1849

1854. He has also served as Town Commis-
sioner, and as a school officer. During the

late war he was a pronounced Union man,

contributing heavily and e.xerting his influence

to the utmost to assist the Republic in its

struggle with rebellion. His principles and

convictions naturally allied him with the Re-

publican party, of which he is an earnest sup-
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porter. He fs an attendant and supporter of
j

the Presbyterian Church, and for many years
|

has been a member of its Board of Trustees,
j

He has never married, but for twenty-five
j

years was the entire support of his parents.

His father’s health failing, he brought them to

Middletown, furnished them a hon>e as long

as they lived, and ministered to their declin-

ing years with the most tender and loving

care. Mr. Tatman has enjoyed remarkable

health, having had but one period of slight

indisposition of about two week’s duration

since he was ten years of age. He is of a

genial disposition, naturally quiet and retiring,

but a man of superior intelligence, and one

of the most highly respected members of the

community.

UNCAN, JEREMIAH WOOLSTON,
deceased, was born in Baltimore, Md.,

July 21, i8io, and v/as the third son of

John and Elizabeth (Woolston) Dun-

CHn,Ol WiiUbClctilllA^

in a preceding sketch. He received, in com-

mon with all the other members of his father’s

family, a good English education, but his active

and enterprizing nature early asserted itself,

and while still but a boy in years, he proceeded

of his own volition to Philadelphia, where he

became a clerk in a hardware store, remaining

till he was twenty years of age. He then went

into partnership, in Wilmington, with his

brother, John A. Duncan, in the hardware

business. In 1830 he withdrew from the firm

and w'ent into the lumber business with Baudy

Simmons and Company, of Wilmington. He
afterwards retired, also, from this firm and

went into the West India trade and wholesale

grocery business, in partnership with Matthew

and Andrew Carnahan, in the same place. He

next erected a steam saw mill on the “Old

Ferry” property. In 1850 he removed to

Chicago, where he engaged extensively in the

lumber business. He owned large tracts of

land in Michigan,near the straits of Mackinaw,

and the town of Duncan, in that vicinity, was

named in his honor. But the life he now led

subjected him to frequent and severe exposures,
|

and carried away by his activity and energy,
j

he paid too little regard to his health. It thus ’

happened that in the prime of his vigorous and !

most valuable life he contracted a fatal sick-
|

ness. He returned to Wilmington and died,
|

December 31, 1854. Mr. Duncan was a man
highly respected in all his wide circle of ac-

quaintance, and warmly regarded among his

friends. His activity and energy were remark-

able, and the results proportionate. He mar-

ried, in 1833, Mrs.- Elizabeth S., widow of

Samuel Woolston, and daughter of David

Brinton. She died in 1859. Their children

were, Richard B
;
Charles, (deceased); Henry

B.; John A
;

William R., and Elizabeth

Duncan.

f.^^ERKINS,DR. AND REV. JOHN DAY,
an eminent physician and preacher of

Smyrna, was born in Kent county, Md.,

August 20, 1790. His father was Thos.

Perkins of that county, who died in 1833.

His mother was Mary Kettridge, daughter of

John Malden, an emigrant from England, who
settled at Turkey Point

,

Cecil Co., Md. She died

in Baltimore, at the age of eighty-four, having

removed there in the childhood of her son, John

Da'/, 'and rrrp\xr fomsnbnod in that citvn He
graduated at the Pennsylvania University after

having attended three courses of lectures, and

began the practice of his profession in part-

nership with Dr. Thomas Emerson Bond, after-

ward the able editor of the Christian Advocate

and Journal of New York. After a short time,

Dr. Perkins removed to Sudlersville, Queen
Anne’s county, Md., and there practiced medi-

cine for fourteen years. In May, 1828, he re-

moved to Smyrna, Delaware, and for twenty-

four years was engaged in a large and success-

ful practice. For eight years before his death

he suffered from partial paralysis, which greatly

affected both his body and mind. Doctor

Perkins was one of nature’s noblemerr, in physi-

cal form and presence as well as in character.

His genial manners made him a favorite, and

he won the esteem and confidence of his

patrons, by his unwavering integrity and hon-

orable life. In very early life he became a

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church,

and after some years was licensed as a local

preacher of that church, which office he filled

for many years, greatly to the acceptance of

the people. He married in 1813, Mrs. Eliza-

beth, widow of James Kennedy, of Millington,

Kent county, Md. The following are their

surviving children
;
Mary

J. ,
widow of Colonel

George Davis
;
Francis A., widow of George

Biddle, of Cecil county, Md.; Thomas J., of
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Tallahasse, Florida
;
Ellen Franklin, residing

j

in Baltimore, and Dr. William Charles Perkins,
j

a physician of West Philadelphia, Pa., of whom
|

see sketch in this volume. John lEadshaw
I

Perkins, the fourth child and second son of Dr.

Perkins, died at Harper's Ferry, Va., during

the late civil war.

DA\’ID JAMES, President

National Bank at Smyrna, was

born in that town, March 16, 1S24 His

"V'.-^ father was John Cummins, a distin-

q
’ guished citizen and merchant of Smyrna.

He had scv n sons, of whom the subject of

this sketch w,is the fifth. Mr. D J. Cummins
was brought up in the place of his nativity,

has spent his life there, and still resides in the

house in which he was born. His early edu-

cation was obtained in the schools of the

town,and in i<S39and 1840 he was sent to the

Friends’ school in Wilmington, then under

the direction of Mr. Bullock. After his reWrn

IK- kvc!;t into the store of h''^ brother George,

(of whom also see sketch,) for the purpose of

aopiainting himself with all the details of mer-

cantile business. He continued as clerk for

four > ears,and in 1845 became a partner with his

brother in the general merchandise and vessel

business They built a number of vessels and

sl'iipped grain to Phil’a, New York, Providence

and Boston, and were large buyers, also, of

bark, staves, wood, lime and cpmmercial ferti-

lizers. and manufactured bricks. Mr. Cum-
mins, retired from this business in 1853, in

order to devote himself to his four farms, com-
prising twelve hundred acres of land; and

immerliately went into the business of raising

peaches. Of this now^ large interest he was

one o'” the pioneers of his vicinity, and has led

the way, and helped and encouraged others

by his success. Also the general interests of

agriculture in his locality have claimed a

large share of his attention, and his advice

and opinion are held in high esteem. In 1854

he was made a director of the New Castle
!

county National Bank of Odessa, which posi- I

tion he held for twenty years. In 1876 he i

was elected President of the National Bank of

Smyrna, having been for two years, previously,

one of its directors, and still retains this hon-
orable and responsible position. In all his

large and varied interests, as a business man,
and in all the relations he has sustained to

40

the community in wliich he has spent his life,

Mr. Cummins has preserved, unblemished, a

reputation for integrity and honor, and as a

citizen is influential and widely respected. He
is a member of the Democratic party, but

with so many other pressing demands upon
his time and attention, has taken comparative-

ly little interest in political affairs. He has

been for many years a vestryman of the St.

Peters P. E. church of Smyrna, having been

from his boyhood in its communion. He was
married, June 29, 1852, to Miss Juliet M.,

daughter of William Polk, Esq , of Odessa.

The six children of this marriage are all liv-

ing
;
William Polk

;
Margaret P.

;
Susan F.

;

Juliet Agnes; Edith J ,
and Albert W. Cum-

mins.

AULL, GEORGE WOOLLEY, M.D.,

Georgetown, was born in that place,

September 7, 1807. His parents were
C,'/ -yO James and Mary (Kollock) Maull. His

vkj)"' father, who was a house-carpenter,

served his apprenticeship at Millington, Md.

He was in the war of 1812, and in 1823 was

elected Sheriff of Sussex county for three years.

John Maull, the father of James, was a ship-

carpenter, and fought in the revolutionary army.

He was an Episcopalian. He had nine sons

and one daughter, who all lived to old age.

His youngest son, Joseph Maull, was Gover-

nor of Delaware, and died while filling that

office. The father of John Maull was from

England and tradition says, came over with

William Penn. The family settled in Lewes,

and were among the first English settlers

there. Dr. Maull was educated at the George-

town Academy. When nineteen years old he

commenced the study of medicine with Dr.

Joseph March, of Lewes, and afterwards con-

tinued with Dr. Elias S. Richards. In 1827, he

matriculated at the Jefferson Medical College,

Philadelphia, from which he graduated with

distinction in 1830. Returning to his native

town he took out his license in May of the

same year, and commenced the practice of his

profession. He soon took high rank and at-

tained the largest practice of any physician in

that part of the country. For sixteen years he

never left his field of labor to stay over night,

and his success was largely due to his untir-

ing watchfulness and care His deep interest

and faithful watching of every case entrusted
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to him, inspired in his patients a trust and con-

fidence that was restful and helpful to them

and greatly aided his skillful administration of

|

remedies. During the war he was left with

almost the entire professional business of his

locality in his hands, the other physicians

being absent at the scene of hostilities. His

practice has had no interruption from the time

of his settlement in Georgetown to the present.

He is now. probabl}', the oldest practicing

physician in the state, and is still in the enjoy-

ment of excellent health. He still has a large

practice, although there are now many more

physicians, and considers himself as capable as

ever. He never wears glasses when driving.

Dr. Maull has been for many years a member of

the Medical Society of Delaware. He was

married in 1830 to Miss Julia Hobbs, a native

of Baltimore. Three of their five children are

now living Dr. William Maull of Wilming-

ton, whose plate and sketch are in this volume
;

James Henry Maull, ex-Postmaster of George-

town, and Emma Green, widow of the late

T rv o
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Georgetown. Mrs. Maull died August 3,

1874, at the age of seventy years. She was a

member of the Presbyterian church, an excel-

lent Christian woman, and greatly beloved

by all who knew her. In November, 1875,

Dr Maull married Mary Jane Butler, his pres-

ent wife. He has, occasionally, during his

long and useful life, taken time to travel, and

has made himself quite well acquainted with

the western portion of the United States and

Territories.

UMP, ISSAC, M. D., of Dover, was born

in North West Fork hundred, Sussex

county, November 8, 1809. He was the

youngest of twelve children, 'whose par-

ents were Olive and Mary (Priest) Jump.
His father was born in Maryland and removed to

Delaware in early life. He was a man of good

education and stood high in the community. He
was a farmer and also a surveyor and conveyan-

cer, and wrote most of the deeds and all kinds

of legal papers for the neighborhood. The elder

James A. Bayard once said of him in court,

that he could “draw a stronger instrument in

fewer words than any lawyer in the state.”

He died at the age of fifty-si.x, when his son

Issac was but one year old. The mother of the

latter also died when he was only four, and an

older sister, Mrs. Mary Nexia Stnffo'rd, took

him under her care till he was eighteen. Until

nearly that time he attended th.e neighborhood

schools, and afterwards engaged in teaching,

continuing his studies by himself. From that

time he made his own way in the world and

obtained a professional education by his own
e.xertions. At twentyhe commenced the study

ol the languages ,and somewhat later the study

of medicine. In 1S34 he entered the Univer-

sity of Pennsylvania, from w'hich he graduated

Doctor of Medicine in 1836, and settled in

Dover in April of that year He is said to

have had a larger practice than any physician

who has ever lived in Dover, and has enjoyed

throughout all these years the entire confi-

dence of the community. He w.is a Director

of the Farmers Bank at Dover from 1848 to

1853; and is a Director of the Delaware

Railroad
;

elected to this position by the

stockholders in 1868. For several years prior

to 1 876 he was President of the First National

Bank of Dover. Dr. 'Jump was a Whig
111 puliLiCs, and as sueii ills uuiuence was

felt and decided, but for many years he

would not allow his name to be used as a can-

didate for office. In i8=;o he was elected

to the State Senate for a term of four years.

Although in the minority in that body he e.x-

erted strong influence in behalf of hu-

manity and justice, and the principles of his

party. During his term, the code of Delaware

was revised and what is known as “ The Black

Code” was re-enacted, but every provision of

those measures Dr. Jump opposed with a

strength and a decision that is now remem-
bered to his honor. During the war his en-

thusiasm for the Union and the old flag was in-

fectious and inspiring. He succeeded in ob-

taining arms from the Federal Government,

and organized a company of which he was

elected captain, and drilled them thoroughly

in military tactics. Many of them afterward

became officers in the field When the rebels

invaded Maryland and it became necessary to

send men into that state from Delaware, he,

to encourage those who had families depen-

dent on their daily labor, had all the grain

from his farms carried to ids mill as a supply

from which such families might draw free ra-

tions during that time. Since the war Dr.

lump has been U. S. Examiner for his part of

the state. In 1874 he was nondnated for Gov-
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ernor by the Republican party, and ran ahead
of his ticket, but was defeated by his Demo-
cratic opponent by only twelve hundred votes,

though the average majority for the Democratic
ticket was largely in excess of that. He has

been tor many years a steward in the Methodist
church, with which he united in 1852. Dr.

Jump was married in November, 1843, to Miss

Ruth A nna, daughter of Jonathan Jenkins, of

Camden, and sister of Mrs. Dr. Ridgely of

Dover. She lived only eight months after her

marriage. January 6, 1846, he married Miss

Margaret Hunn, of New York city, who died

three years and a half afterward, leaving him a

daughter. He was again married, October 8^

1856, to Sarah Virginia, widow of Charles

Ailing, of Newark, N. J., and daughter of

Alexander 'C. Hyer, formerly a merchant of

Philadelphia, and a member of the “ Order of

The Cincinnati.” The daughter of Dr. Jump
married Martin B. Hillyard, and died in 1878,

leaving tn o childrc n, Mary Olive and John
Kunn rliliyaru.

^^MELDS, COL. BENJAMIN, Lawyer of

Wilmington, son of Thomas and Eliza

Nields, was born in East Malborough
township, Chester county, Penna., July

12, 1831. His ancestors were English

Friends, and were among the earliest settlers

of that part of the state. His parents both

died while he was very young and his oppor-

tunities of education were limited, but fortu-

nately this neighborhood was noted for its spirit

of liberal advancement and many advantages

for culture were offered the young. These he

so well improved that, when he reached the age

of manhood, he was unusally well qualified for

the profession he desired to adopt. In Dec.

1855, he commenced the study of law with

John C. Patterson, Esq , in Wilmington. where,

though an entire stranger, his generous dispo-

sition and kindly social qualities soon won him
many friends. His preceptor evidenced his

entire confidence and trust in him by many
generous acts, and was greatly gratified at the

success which followed his admission to the

bar at Georgetown, in April, 1859. The
tendency of his early surroundings, as well as

his own sense of right, having enlisted his i

symphathies in the anti-slavery cause, he be-

came identified with the h'ree Soil party and
was an active supporter of Krem.ont in 1856,

and of Lincoln in i860. When the President

called for three months troops, in l86l, he, at

once, assisted in raising a company of which
he was appointed First Lieutenant. T he reg-

iment, when complete, was ordered to guard
the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore

railroad, between Baltimore and Havre de

Grace, in which duty it continued until mus-
tered out. In 1862 Lieutenant Nields raised a

Battery of Light Artillery, the first and only

Battery of the kind ever recruited in Delaware.

He was commissioned Captain of this organi-

zation which was composed of the first

young men of the state. It was mustered
into the service of the United States in

August of that year, and was ordered to

Camp Barry near Washington. It took part

in the defense of .Suffolk, Va., when that

town was besieged by Longstreet, and later

was sent to New York to assist the enforce-

ment of the draft. On his return to Camp
Barry, the private soldiers of his command
prese.nted C2pt="’n Nirlds with a very elegant

jewelled sabre as an expression of their admir-

ation for him as an officer, and their apprecia-

tion of his unwearying care for their health

and comfort. When the officers appointed by

the British Government to visit the United

States and examine the improvement in arms

and war material, were in Washington, Gen-

eral Barry, Chief of Artillery, U. S. A., selected

the 1st Delaware Battery from among the

many Batteries, both regular and volunteer,

then near the city, as the one best displaying

the perfection attained by this branch of the

service in the United States. It was soon

after ordered to the Department of the Gulf,

and Captain Nields embarked at Baltimore in

command of two Batteries in addition to his

own. Arriving at New Orleans, F'ebruary,

1864, he reported to General Banks, who as-

signed him a position in the army fitted for

the Red river expedition, and he, with his com-

mand, took part in all the engagements ol that

disastrouscampaign. After the battle of Sabine

Cross Roads he was made Chief ot Artillery

on General Emory’s staff, and as such had

command of all the artillery of his division

and of the siege guns of the expedition. For

conspicuous gallantry at Cane River Crossing,

April 23, 1864, he was promoted to a Lieuten-

ant Colonelcy. In the fall of this year he was

transferred to the Department of Arkansas,
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and during the winter and following spring,

served as Chief of Artillery and Ordnance on

the staff of General* Joseph J. Reynolds. In

May, 1865, he was one of the officers appointed

to receive the surrender of rebel. troops west of

the Mississippi, under the command of General

Jeff. Thompson, and June 24, 1865 was mustered

out of the service, having been the onl}' member
of the bar of New Castle county who had en-

tered the army for the’ three years' service.

In the fall of 1865, he opened a law office in

Wilmington, since which time his practice has

steadily increased until it has grown to one of

the largest and most remunerative in the

state. Although always maintaining a deep

interest in matters of public concern, and

never failing to render active assistance in every

important political campaign, he would never

allow his name to be used as a candidate for

public office, preferring to devote his whole

attention to the practice of his profession.

His sympathy is ever actively enlisted in the
|

cause of the unfortunate, and all schemes for
j

the encouragement of the deserving and the

succor of the helpless find in him a hearty

supporter. Colonel Nields was married, June

27, 1867, to Miss Gertrude W., daughter of

James and Mary A. Fulton, of Ercildoun, Pa

The family are Friends and for generations have

been residents of that locality. Colonel and

Mrs. Nields have now five children : Percy,

Greta, Bessie, James Fulton and Edgar.

^ ASHIELL, WILLIAM W., Capitalist

ri. of Laurel, was born about two miles

from that place, 'on the estate now
known as “ Patrimonium,” December

9, 1823. His father. Winder Dashiell,

a farmer and merchant in Laurel, resided part

of the time on this estate and part of the time

in the village. Fie was born, August i, rySp,

and married, December 11,1816, Mary, daughter

of Isaac and Polly Moore, of Sussex. One
child of this marriage is now living, Mary

Jane wife of William Bacon, residing near

!

Barren Creek Springs, Wicomico county, Md-
|

Mrs. Dashiell died, July 24, 1821, and Mr
Dashiell married,January 30, 1823, Polly,daugh-

ter of Charles and Nellie Moore, also of Sus-

sex. She had one child, the subject of this i

sketch, and died, September ii, 1827. Mr.'

Dashiell was married the third time, April 20,
,

1828, to Sallie N., daughter of William and

Charity Moore. She died, November 25, 1833,

without children, and he married next. PTbru-

ary 12,1835, Rebecca M., daughter ofJames VI.

and Nancy Phillips, also of Sussex county.

Two children of this marriage are living; Nancy
E., wife of Dr. Joseph A. McFerren, of Phila-

delphia, and R.ebecca A., wife of Daniel Fooks,

druggist of Laurel. Winder Dashiell was suc-

cessful in life and left considerable property.

He died, May 31, 1851. His parents were John
and Nancy Dashiell. John Dashiell was born,

November i 5 , 1757, in Somerset, now Wicomico
county, Md , near Wetipquin. About 1788, he

rem.oved to Laurel, Delaware, where he was

for a number of years a prosperous merchant.

He purchased, in 1796, the estate on which the

subject of this sketch was born, and which

was his home the remainder of his life. He
married, June 25, 1780, and had seven chil-

dren. Three of them married
;

Betsey, to

David Floward, of Somerset Co., Md., and had a

family of children
;
Winder, mentioned above,

and Nancy, who married Luther Moore, and
was the mother of J. Turpin Moore, a promi-

nent citizen of I.aurel. John Dashiell died,

April 13, 1818. His father was Winder Dashiell^

a descendant of the ancient family of Somerset
county, Md. They were originally Hugue-
nots or PTench Protestants, who, upon the

the revocation of the edict of Nantes, or in

some earlier persecution, fled to England. The
origin of the name is said to be a motto of the

pious Huguenots, ‘GoD a shield:’ the word God
in early times ending as well as commencing,
with a capital. The name was first ‘ D' a

shield,’ next ‘Dashiel,’ finally, ‘Dashiell.’

The American head of the family was James
Dashiell, who settled in the above county about

1666. He purchased and resided upon land

at the head of Wetipquin creek, and which, by
his will, dated in 169C, admitted to probate

in 1697, he devised to his son James. The
records in the land office at Annapolis, also

show that the first James Dashiell, patented
lands in Somerset county in 1672, 1673 and
1696. He left four sons

;
viz

,
James. Thomas,

George and Robert, and one daughter, Jane.

From the elder James have descended, it is

believed, all the families in the Lbiited States

who bear the name of Dashiell.” The above
account is taken from the records of the family

in “Representative men of Maryland, and Dis-
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trict of Columbia.” William W. Dashiell at-

tended the common schools of his neighbor-

hood, and for three or four years the Laurel

academy, which enjoyed at that time the in-

structions of a very superior teacher. In 1842

he became a merchant in Laurel, in partner-

ship with his father, who furnished the capital

while he transacted the business. After four

or five years his father withdrew, and Mr.

Dashiell cojUinued alone. Besides everything

kept in a general store, he dealt, to a limited

e.xtent, in wood, produce, lumber, grain, etc.,

and also owned and run several vessels. In

1854 he retired from mercantile business, and

purchased large tracts of land, now amount-

ing to about 4,500 acres, all of which are

rented, and in a good state of cultivation.

Upon them are 25,000 peach trees, and he has

large interests in small fruits. He also owns
and rents several stores and dwellings in

Laurel, and has an interest in three coasting

schooners. He has always kept closely to

business, and has become one of the most

wealthy men of the place : modest and indis-

posed to office, he is esteemed as one of the

most worth) of men. 'In politics he is a Demo-
crat. In 1840 he united with the M. P. church,

in which he has been an office bearer for many
years. He was married June 26, 1854, to Miss

Miranda H., daughter of Capt. William and
Eleanor Wheatley, of Broad Creek hundred.

Her father was a descendant of an ancient

English family who early came to America,
and settled in Dorchester county, Md. The
family are numerous in that county, and have
always been highly regarded. Mr. and Mrs.

Dashiell have had four children
;
Alma Ellen,

died in infancy, Mary Clara, Eleanor, died

April 27, 1864, and Marian Dashiell.

IRD, ROBERT MONTGOMERY, M.
S D., Physician and Author, was born in

New Castle, February 5, 1805, and died

in the city of Philadelphia, January

23, 1854. He was of an old Delaware
family and his earliest progenitors in America
settled in New Castle about A. D

, 1700. He
was educated at Mount Airy College,German-
town, and afterward studied medicine and
graduated M. D., from the University of Penn-
sylvania. He engaged in the practice of his

profession for one year in Philadelphia, anji

then gave it up for literary pursuits. His first

I

introduction to the public as an author occurred

I

in 1828,when he published in the Phlladxlphia
' Monthly Magazine, tales entitled “The Ice

,
Island,” “The Spirit of the Reeds”, and ‘ The

,

Phantom Players,” and the poem entitled

;

“Saul’s Last Days.” Though he wrote -everal

comedies, it was in tragedy that he excelled,

I

which gave a freer sweep to his imagination

I

and the powers of mind required in the deline-

j

ation of the sublime and terrible. PNlwin For-

j

rest was the means of introducing Dr. Bird’s

I

plays to the public, and they, specially the

j

“Gladiator,” were written for him, and with

reference to his peculiar powers. The “Glad-

iator” laid the foundation of Forrest’s fame

and fortune. George H. Boker once said

:

“If Dr. Bird had managed rightly about the

‘ Gladiator ’ he would have died a rich man.”

As it was he received from Forrest $1,000 for

each of three plays, and $2,000 on account, in

all $5,000. There wa's a contract by which

Dr. Bird was to receive an adequate sh.ire of

the profits, but it was never put on paper. Dr.

Bird had an interview with him touching Lhia

matter in 1837, wLenhe evaded the claim, and

he never saw him afterward. VVe think the pub-

lic exaggerates the Gladiator’s literary merits.

It has some fine lines, but the author counted

it full of mere thunder and stage effect, and

little more. “Oraloosa” was probably inferior;

“The Broker of Bogota” was better, and the

author’s favorite, except “ Pelopidas,” a play

n-ver produced. Dr. Bird was that unfor-

tunate being, a universal genius. Had his

talents been less varied, doubtless they

would have made a deeper mark. As it

was, he attained success in the drama and

in fiction, and later in journalism. In early

years he wrote poetry
;
but verse-making was

his amusement rather than serious pursuit.

He had gigantic literary plans, but on this

splendid framework no house was ever built.

The treatment he received at the outset of his

career did him irreparable harm. Always a

thinker and a brain worker, he was not fitted

for the battle of life. No business education

checked the fastidiousness of an intensely poet-

ical temperament, or enabled him to seek and

hold his own. Guileless, generous, the soul of

honor, truth and unselfishness, he was more than

once the victim of false or ill-judging friends,

and his last conscious utterance was, “My life,

has been a failure.” His novels appeared in

i

J
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this order; “ Calavar

f

834 ;

“ The Infidel,”

1835; "Hawks of Hawk Hollow,” 1835; "Shep-

pard Lee,” 1836; "Nick of the Woods,” 1837;

"Peter Pilgrim,” 1838; and "Robin Day,”

1839. Of these "Nick of the Woods” was by

far the most popular; "Calavar” {vie judice') by

far the best and a genuine romance. iMost of

them were reprinted at the time in London.

In July, 1837, Dr. Bird married Mary Eliza,

daughter of Philip F. Mayer, D.D., pastor

(1805-57) of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Phila-

delphia. They had but one child, Frederic !

Mayer (see Johnson’s Encyclopcedia), now
Chaplain and Professor at the Lehigh Univer-

1

sity In 1839, his health caused him to retire;

to a farm on the Elk river, in Cecil county,
|

Md., and he shortly after removed to his native ^

j

towm, New Castle. There for some years he

was occupied with scientific, literary, and polit-

ical writing; being active in Whig politics, and

very intimate with Hon. John M. Clayton. At
one time he was talked of for the Senate, and

suggested as rvirecLui of tlic Smithsonian In-

stitution. In 1842-3 he was Professor of Materia

Medica in the short lived Philadelphia Medical

College, and associated therein with the Mc-
Clellans, Dr. Morton and other eminent men.

In 1847, Clayton desired to consolidate

the North American and the United States

Gazette and make a great Whig paper. He
arranged with Dr. Bird to purchase a one-third

interest, and he removed to Philadelphia.

For the ne.xt six and a-half years his life was

very retired and laborious, and his editorials

gave the paper rank and weight. In January,

1854, worn out, not so much by work as by the
|

worries of business, a brain fever carried him.
|

off within ten days. He, perhaps, never wrote 1

an impure line, spoke, consciously, an un-
'

true word, or did a mean or selfish act. He
had no cause to be ashamed of having lived,

;

or of being loth to die. His gravestone in
i

Laurel Hill records simply his name, date of

'

birth and death, and the text, " He giveth His
|

beloved sleep.” I

-/^^OLK, JOHN P. R., Attorney at Law,

II Wilmington, w.is born, October 18,

1845, in that city. He is the si.xth in

descent from Robert and Magdalen

Polk, who emigrated from Scotland to

Ireland, and to America in 1660, and settled in

Somerset county, Maryland, at a place still

known as Dame’s Quarter, in that county. The
name was originally Pollock and by contrac-

tion came to be Polk. This family is one of

the historic families of the United States, and

from this settlement sprung the wide spread

branches of the Polks who have given a Gov-
ernor to Delaware, and to several other States

of the L^nion, more than one Senator to the

United States Congress an 1 one President to

our Nation
;
besides a Bishop to the Protestant

Episcopal Church and a Lieutenant General

in the late confederate army. History tells,

also, of this family in connection with the

famous Mecklenburg Declaration of Indepen-

dence in 1775,0! which they v.mre among the

chief promoters, and their love of liberty and

culture down to the present time. The subject

of this sketch received a careful and classical

education,and after these preparatory studies,

entered Nassau Hall, Princeton, in 1864, and

after four years, graduated from that honored

institution with great credit, in the class of

1S6S. A.ftcr severs.! T^esrs of wlrlt^

observation, he entered the office of Hon.
Thomas F. Bayard, as a student of law, and

after three years was admitted to the bar. He
settled in Wilmington in the practice of his pro-

fession in which he has been successful, and to

which he is greatly devoted
;
having obtained

by his life and abilities a large share of the

public confidence. Mr. Polk is quiet and

polished in manner, a gentleman of high

social standing, and a well read lawyer.

I#
UrS

(cigigUMMINS. DANIEL, Merchant and

Land Owner of Smyrna, was born in

that town, April 12, 1820. His parents

LJS John and Susan (Wilson) Cum-
S'’ mins. He attended the schools of

his vicinity and was afterward sent to Dela-

ware College, from which institution he grad-

uated, and began life in the capacity of a clerk

in the store of his brother George W. Cum-
mins. After a short time and before he was of

age, he was given an interest in the business.

This partnership continued for two years, when
he joined Mr. Jacob Raymond and began the

mercantile business. The firm of Raj'mond

and Cummins did a large business, buying and

shipping grain, lumber, etc., to northern

markets in which they were ver)- successful.

Mr. Cummins bought out the interest of his

partner in 1844, and assumed full control of
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the business. He was very successful, and in
|

time his became the leading business house of^

Smyrna. He retired in 1859, after fifteen years
|

of active life, and removed to “Fout Hill,” a
j

farm which he had previously purchased. This
|

property he greatly improved, and devoted it.
I

principally, to raising blooded stock, in which!

he took great pride. He only remained here

a few years, when he returned to Smyrna. Fie

was elected to the flouse of Delegates on the

Whig ticket in 1849, and served in that posi-

tion with great credit and usefulness. He was

Speaker of the House during the session of

l8si-2. Mr. Cummins was married, April 13,

1843, to Miss Martha A., daughter of Jacob

Raymond, of Smyrna, of whom see sketch.

The two surviving children of this marriage

are, Eliza B
,
wife of Doctor James C. Dirrick-

son of Berlin, Md
,
and Alfred Lee Cummins.

He died, June 9, tS6i, leaving behind him a

record of integrity and honor.

/^^IDDRMAN. COL. HENRY B.. Presi-

First National Bank of

Milford, was born February 3, 1807, in

Mispillion hundred, Kent county. His

father v/as Philip D. Fiddeman, a farmer

well known as a stock raiser ; a man of great

uprightness and integrity, and several times

elected to the State Legislature. He died in

1840, in the si.xty-eighth year of his age. He
married Mary, daughter of Major Anderson of

Kent county, a real estate owner and a Jus-

tice of the Peace. Mrs. Fiddeman was a Chris-

tian lady, and a devoted wdfe and mother. She

died in 1817, at the age of twenty-five years.

Col. Fiddeman was reared upon the farm and

received a fair business education. At the age

of seventeen he entered a store as clerk at

Cannon’s Ferry, Sussex county, where he re-

mained until he reached his twenty-first year,

when he became an equal partner, and the firm

was long and favorably known as Powell and

Fiddeman. They commanded an extensive

trade and operated largely in vessel property,

lumber and grain. In 1838 they removed to

Wye Landing, Talbot County, Md., where

they successfully embarked in a like business.

In consequence ofa partial failure of his health,

Mr. Fiddeman sold out his share of the busi-

ness in January, 1845, and removed with his

family to the farm of his boyhood near Vernon,

Del. In February, 1847, he removed to the

farm called “Oakland,” in Cedar Creek hun-

dred, Sussex county, which he had purchased

of Peter F. Causey, afterwards Governor. In

September, 1848, he was elected on the Dem-
ocratic ticket, to the State Senate from Sussex

county, and served in the session of 1849 He
was elected to the speakership of the Senate

in 1851, and also at an adjourned session, call-

ed for the purpose of passing the revised code

ol state laws. After the adjournment of this

session he removed to Milford, wh; re he had
purchased, enlarged, and improved the proper-

ty at the north corner of Front and Walnut
streets, his present residence, the corner room
of which is occupied by the First National

Bank Here he engaged in the coal and lum-

ber business and the purchase and sale of real

estate, which he continued for several years.

He was elected a director of the Delaware

Railroad at its inception in 1853, and still holds

that position. He was President of the Milford

Steam Boat Company, incorporated by the

Legislature in 18;^, which owned and opera-

ted a side wheeled steamer, plying between
Milford and Philadelphia. The enterprise was
unsuccessful owing to the difficult navi-

gation of the Mispillion. The President, by
a resolution of the stockholders, sold the

steamer, settled the liabilities of the com-
pany, and disbursed among them the surplus

funds, pro rata He was also a commissioner,

appointed by the Legislature, for the improve-

ment of the navigation of Mispillion creek, and
as treasurer, disbursed some $10,000 He
w'as for sixteen years a director in the Bank
of Smyrna, representing its office of Discount

and Deposit in Milford, and for a major part

of that time alone, with power as a committee

to discount paper, which was exercised with

such discretion as to avoid the loss of a single

dollar to the bank. This position he resigned

after his re-election in 1876, and soon after,

by a liberal subscription to the capital stock,

assurried a leading part in the First National

Bank of Milford, of which he was then made,

and is now the President. He was very active

as one of the original directors of the Junction

and Breakwater Railroad, and was atone time

its President. He is still a large stockholder in

this road. He was again, in 1874, elected to

the State Senate,and appointed a commissioner

from Delaware to the International Exhibition

at Philadelphia, in 1876. He has served the
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D.'mocratic party of which he is a consistent

member, in several State conventions, and

upon one or more occasions as the presiding

officer. He was one of the largest slave hold- !

ers in the state. Most of his slaves he brought

over from Maryland on his removal to Dela-

ware as they were unwilling to be left and

separated from the family. All of these, over

twenty in number, he liberated on the ratifica-

tion of the anti-slavery amendment to the

constitution of the United States in 1865. He
has been a prominent member of the Milford

Presbyterian church and an elder for many
years, contributing liberally to its erection in

1851 and to its maintenance since, serving

continuously as a trustee, and most of the

time, and now, president of the board He was

married in 1830 to Miss Eliza Ann Smoot of

Dorchester County, Md. She was a member
of the Presbyterian church for many years

previous to her death, a most excellent and

devoted Christian lady. She died, November I

12, 1866, in her 57th year, and is interred lu

the Protestent Episcopal Cemetery of Mil-

ford. The beautiful monument erected to her

memory bears this inscription
;
“Erected to my

j

beloved wife, Eliza A. Fiddeman—for thirty six
|

years my companion and support in the trials I

of life, and endeared by all the -virtues that'

adorn the Christian wife and mother. Free

'

from the pain and sorrow of this earthly night
!

she has entered into that perfect rest that
|

Cometh with the morning of eternal life.” Col i

F'iddeman has one child surviving, Mrs. Mary
|

E. ,
widow of Dr. Mark G. Lofland, of Milford.

^^^^HITTOCK, HENRY G., Farmer of

Appoquinimink hundred, was born in

Alkampton, Somersetshire, England,

June 13, 1809. His father, Benjamin

Whittock, a farmer, was one of a family

of three sons and six daughters, viz : William.

Joseph, Benjamin, Sarah, Mrs. Simmons, Eliza-

beth. Miriam, Martha and Ann. The Whit-

tocks are an old English family of means and

standing, and had been land owners in Somer-

setshire for many generations. Mr. Whittock

has in his possession documents containing the

family names as far back as i/45- He came to

America, landing in New York city, March 25,

1832,and soon aftercommencedfarmingin Phil-

adelphia county. Pa., near Fox Chase, now in-

cluded in the city limits. He remained in that

State till i8.|8,when he removed to Delaware,

settling in St. George’s hundred. New Castle

county. In 1S53 he became a resident of

Appoquinimink hundred, moving in 1858 to.

the “Hook” farm, where he has since remained.

He is one of the model farmers of Delaware,

and it may be mentioned as an unusual circum-

stance, that he has chosen to rent rather than

to purchase land. But he has been remarka-
bly successful and is one of the most prosper-

ous agriculturists in New Castle county. The
farm under his care contains three hundred
acres of upland and the same of marshland.

He has about six thousand peach trees on the

place, and with him they have been a success.

Mr. Whittock was originally an old line Whig,
but now acts with the Democratic party. He
was brought up in the Episcopal church, with

which, however, he never united, and in 18^7
joined the Presbyterian denomination. He
has now been for twenty-four years a ruling

elder is Drawyer's church at Odessa. He was
married in 1S4C, to Ann, daughter of Georp'e

Stockdale of Philadelphia, and half-sister of

Hon. Joseph L. Caven, late President of the

City Council, of that city. They have had
nine children : Henry Harrison, died in Phila-

delphia county, Penna., in his fourth year
;

Mary Elizabeth, married Charles M. Matthews,
and died in 1864, in her twenty-second year

;

Joseph, residing with his parents; Robert
Caven, farmer, near Middletown

;
.Abraham

Martin
; Alonzo Stockdale, farmer near Mount

Pleasant
;
Ida Ann, married Mr. William H.

West of the eastern shore of Maryland
;

Henrv’ Goodfellow and George. As a Christian

gentleman and a worthy citizen, Mr. Whittock

has the sincere regards of the community.

1

-A:?oOBINSON, judge peter, the first

ijl appointed Justice of the Supreme Court

; j
of Delaware, and Thomas, his brother,

the loyalist, settled in Sussex county,

at the St. George’s Chapel, Indian

Riv'er hundred. This was a voting place and

a town of some historic interest. But little of

the life of Judge Robinson has been preserved,

but he is known to have been a gentleman of

prominence, and was appointed a Justice of

the Supreme Court of Delaware, October 8,

1793. at the same time that Hon. George

Read was appointed Chief Justice of the same

court.
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CHAVIS, COL. SAMUEL BOYER, son
|

w Jo'hi Davis and Elizabeth Boyer, his
j

( wife, was born at Lewes, Susse.x county
V^._V/X ! ' ’

‘=^(A March 2;, 1766. His father having

(7^ been taken prisoner while serving in

the Army of the Revolution, suffered so se-

verely from the effects of bad treatment by the

English that he died shortly after his release.

His widow removing to Philadelphia about

1783, Samuel was placed in a counting house

for a short time, but his inclinations being for a

maritime life he went to sea for several years.

During one of his voyages to France he met

and married Rosa Elizabeth,daughter of Baron

de Boisfontaine
,
a P'rench noblemen, after

which he serveil a short time as a Captain in

the French Navy. The disturbed condition of

France became so great, however, that he

resigned, and returning about 1796, settled at

New Orleans. He there served 'AS'^Capitaine del

Porto" (Captain of the Port) under' the Spanish

Government, the then owners of Louisiana; the

position being siimlai Lo LliaL uf Collector of

the Port. On the cession of Louisiana to

the I'rench in 1800, he became a
'''
Jiige de

Pain" o{ the Parish of St. Bernard. He was

also engaged in business, and particular-

ly in sugar planting, the raising of sugar

cane having become very profitable. Having

accumulated what was in those days a

large fortune he retired from business. On
the breaking out of the war of 1812

he came North and offered his services to the

Government. Towards the close of 1812 the

British Government had declared the ports and

harbors in the Chesapeake and Delaware

Bays in a state of vigorous blockade. The
commander of the British fleet. Admiral

Beresford, in March, 1813, proceeded to levy

contributions on the people inhabiting the

shores of Delaware Bay. This demand for

provi.sions was sternly refused by the people

and the officials. Benson J. Lossing, in his

“Incidents of the War of 1812,” says; “The
spirit of the people thus manifested, astonished

Beresford, and he held the thunders ot his

threat at bay for almost three weeks. The
Governor of Delaware, in the meantime, sum-
moned the militia to the defence of menaced
Lewistown. He reiterated the positive refusal

of the inhabitants to furnish the invaders with

supplies. Beresford continued to threaten

and hesitate, but at length, on the 6th of

41

April he sent Captain Byron with the Belvi-

dere and some smaller vessels to attack the

village. They drew near, and the Belvidere

sent several heavy rounds of shot into the

j

town, with the expectation of terrifying the

j

inhabitants into submission. These were fol-

I

lowed by a flag of truce, bearing from Byron

a renewal of the requisition. Colonel Davis

in command of the gathering militia repeated

the refusal, when Byron expressed a regret

because of the misery he would be compelled

to inflict on the women and children by a

bombardment. ‘Colonel Davis is a gallant

man and will take care of the ladies,’ was the

verbal reply. A cannonade and bombardment
followed this correspondence, and w^ere con-

tinued for about twenty-two hours. So spirited

was the response of a battery on an eminence

worked by the militia that the most dangerous

of the enemies gunboats was disabled, and its

cannon silenced. Notwithstanding the British

hurled full eight hundred of their 18 and
~ • V-. J ^ ^ T> ^lilCKJ LllV, cx. x l

shells and two Congreve rockets were, sent,

the damage inflicted was not severe. The
shells did not reach the village, the rockets

passed over it, but the heavy round shot in-

jured many houses. No lives were lost. An
ample supply of powder was sent down from

Wilmington, while the industrious enemy
supplied the balls from his guns. A large

number of these were sent back with etTect.

Unable to capture the town, the British at-

tempted to land the ne.xt day, for the purpose

of seizing live stock in the neighborhood.

They w'ere met with great spirit at the verge

of the water, and driven back to their vessels.

For a month longer they lingered, closely

watched by the vigilant Davis, and then drop-

ping down the coast seven miles below Lewis-

town, they attempted to supply themselves

with fresh water from Newbold’s ponds. Again
they were driven to their ships. Failing to

obtain supplies on the shores of the Delaware,

the little blockading squadron sailed for Ber-

muda, wh.ere Admiral Warren was fitting out

reinforcements for his fleet in American waters.’’

So much pleased with the courage and skill

shown by Colonel Davis, was Beresford, that

he sent a flag of truce, desiring to make the

acquaintance of so brave a man and skillful a

soldier. This was accorded, and the two com-
batants, after an hour’s pleasant conversation.
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mutually pleased with each other, and being,
|

each, somewhat versed in painting, exchanged

water colored sketches; tliat given by Beresford

being still in the possession of Colonel Davis’

family. Colonel Davis was badly wounded in

this bombardment and battle, having been

struck in the face by a part of a shell, and also i

had his ankle shattered by a splinter. He re-
j

covered the use of his leg, however, entirely.

March 17, 1S13, he received from President

Madison his commission as Lieutenant Colonel

of the Thirty-second Regiment, U. S. Infantry^

which was recruited in Delaware and Pennsyl-

vania, and on May 6, 1813, was transferred

to the Forty-fourth Regiment, of which he

afterwards was made Colonel. This regiment

was recruited in Louisiana. He was placed in

command of the defenses at Sandy Hook,

which commanded the entrance to New York
Bay, and in 1814, was ordered to Albany, New
York, as one of the Judges of the Court

Martial for the trial of General William Hull,

who had surrendered Detroit to the British in

1812 On the completion of this duty he was

ordered to re-form his regiment at Sandy Hook
and proceed at once to New Orleans. On this

march he passed through Wilmington, encamp-

ing for the night on a hill on William Warren's

lands, about one mile west of the city. They
reached Wheeling, Va., the regiment marching

on foot, and from that point were conveyed on

flat-boats down the Ohio and Mississippi

rivers to New Orleans, arriving there the

day after the battle of that name, fought

January 8, 1815. They were ordered

to Fort St. Philip, one of the river de-

fenses below New Orleans, to the command
of which Colonel Davis was assigned. He
remained in the army until 1819, when he

finally resigned. Struck by the exceeding

beauty of his camping ground near Wilming-

ton he came north soon after and purchased

it, a house having in the meantime been built

thereon, naming it “Delaware Place.” He
spent his summers here, going south in the

winter to his plantations, until about 1830 when

he became a citizen of Pennsylvania, living in

Philadelphia, from which city he was elected

a representative to the Legislature for the ses-

sions of 1831-32 and 32-33. In 1834 he was a

candidate for Congress, but being defeated, and

his wife dying shortl>' thereafter, he removed

permanently to his native state. He never held

office here, although he always took an active

interest in all political and public affairs. In

1837 the State of Delaware presen ed him with

a gold sword, in recognition of his services during

the war of 1812, a gift in which he justly

took great pride. In 1837, he married Sally,

daughter of Edward P,, and Janette Jones, of

Whlmington. He died, September 6, 1854,

after a short illness, and was buried in the

Brandywine cemetery. By his first wife he

had three children
;

Horatio, Alonzo and
Oscar, and by his second, five

;
Delaware,

Sussex D., Kent D., Elizabeth and Harriet.

Delaware is living in Virginia; Susse.x D.,

practising law in Philadelphia, and also Regis-

ter in Bankruptcy
;
Elizabeth married, first, to

Charles H Stokes, of Philadelphia, and after-

wards to Hampden P. Morris, of Virginia, and
Harriet, widow' of Capt William B. McKean,
of the United States Marine Corps, are those

now living. Kent D. died in 1865, a Lieutenant

in the Marine Corps
;
Horatio in New Orleans

in 1837 ; Alonzo in 1S54, and Oscar in 1839.

Colonel Davis was a singularly handsome man,
fully six feet three inches in stature, with a most
winningsmile and graceful and courteous bear-

ing. His life had been full of event and incident,

and gifted as he was with a vigorous intellect,

strong memory and brilliant powers of con-

versation, it was not strange that in his later

days he should frequently be called on to en-

tertain strangers of distinction. His residence,

“Delaware Place,” became the property of his

son Delaware, and subsequently was purchased
by the Hon. Thomas F. Bayard, who still re-

sides there. In politics. Colonel Davis w'as a

strong Jackson Dem-ocrat, whose devotion to

his country never faltered, and whose motto
was that of his political leader, “The Union,
it must and shall be preserved.” By the people

of Lewistown he was always held in the most
grateful remembrance, and whenever he visited

that place the citizens testified, always, their

appreciation of his services by a salute from
cannon.

A^RIFFITH, WILLIAM, F., Merchant of

'Anj'Y Newark, was born August 6, 1848. His

father was Caleb Griffith, who died

April 19,1855 He was a man of great in-

dustry and great physical power, a good

citizen,and died in his 35 year much regretted.

His mother was Miss Mary Elizabeth Briscoe.
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t-fis grandfather was Joseph Grififith (of whoin i

see Plate and sketch in this volume). William
;

was the second son of his parents,and attended i

the public school until fifteen years of age,when
;

he was sent to Newark, Academy, under the
\

direction of Professor E. D. Porter, and re-
;

mained there for two years. At the expiration
j

of this time lie went West and resided in
'

Indiana for on .- year, when he returned East, i

He then engaged in the occupation of clerking

in Easton. Talbot county, Md., which he con-

tinued until he returned to Newark and

embarked in the mercantile business in the

Autumn of 1870, which he still continues.

He has been very successful in business

and is a man of great energy and fine busi-

ness ability. Mr. Griffith was reared in the

Baptist Church to which his family has been

attached from the early settlement of the

Welsh tract
;
the first pastor of that church in

this locality being a Thomas Griffith, of whom
the Griffiths are lineal descendants. He is a

Demo''f3i- In politics, tliough not partisan.

He has served as a town commissioner for the

last two years. Mr. Griffith was married

February 2 [, 1S71, to Miss Marianna, daughter

of Wiliam H. and Susan A. Wilson, of Easton,

Talbot county, Md.

ONES, WASHINGTON, Morocco Man-
yoi ufacturer and President^of the National

Bank of Wilmington aiid Brandywine,
' was born in Wilmington, January 5,

1818. He is a son of the late William

G. and Rachel Walker Jones. His father, who
was a cabinet maker, lived all his life in the

house where he was born, and died there in his

eighty-ninth year. The great-grandfather of

Mr. Jones came from Wales and was among
the early settlers of the Diamond State His

mother was from a substantial Pennsylvania

family of Irish descent. Mr. Jones attended

the schools of his native city as much as the

delicate health of his childhood would permit.

At the age of sixteen he became a clerk in a

retail dry goods house in Philadelphia, and at

eighteen, went into a wholesale house in the

same city. At the end of a year he returned to

Wilmington, where he spent a year as a dry

goods clerk, after which became discount clerk

in the ‘bank of which he has been for many
years the honored President. In 1839 he en-

gaged in the dry goods business on his own

account, which he carried on prosperously

until January, 1S58, when he disposed of it and
as.sociated in partnership with Mr. Thomas H.
Baynard, under the firm name of Baynard &
Jones. They erected suitable works, and early

in 1859 commenced the manufacture of Mo-
rocco. Mr. Baynard died in 1864 and Mr.

Jones assumed the control of the whole busi-

ness, since which time it has increased four-

fold. In 1S67 he associated with him Mr.

Daniel Post Price and his son, Charles Rice

Jones, under the firm name of W. Jones & Co.,

and in 1873 another son, Wm. Gideon Jones
was admitted to the firm. The business done by
this establishment is one of the largest of its

class in the country. They import their own
skins from Calcutta and sumac from Sicily.

Their goods, which are- exclusively for first-

class boots and shoes, are sold in all parts of

the United States. Mr. Jones has traveled

extensively in his native country He has

been an active member of the Second Baptist

Church of Wilmington, since January, 1841,

and has held nearly every official lay-position.

He was for many years the President of the

Board of Trustees, and was Treasurer of the

Church for seventeen years. He took an ac-

tive and leading part in collecting the funds to

erect the beautiful church edifice at the N. E.

corner of Fourth and P'rench Sts., and was
himself one of the leading contributors. He
superintended the Sabbath School for fifteen

years and has been for many years a deacon.

He takes an active interest in the welfare of

the church and is one of its most liberal sup-

porters. He was married in 1841 to Miss

Margaret Wilson, daughter of Mr. Washing-
ton Rice, a prominent and highly respected

citizen and a leading grocer of Wilmington.

The four children of this union were Emma
D. (Mrs. Wm. W. Lobdell), Charles R., Mar-
garet R. (Mrs. D. S. Cressvvell, of Philadel-

phia), and William G. Mrs. Jones died, Octo-

ber 4, 1854. In 1856, Mr. Jones married

Emma W. Stager of Philadelphia, and they

have one child, Lizzie S. Jones (Mrs. N. B.

Danforth). Mr. Jones has been a projector of

many of the enterprises that have contributed

to the material prosperity of the city. Among
them are the Franklin Cotton Factory and the

Wilmington Coal Gas Co., in each of which

he became a director. He is the only sur-

viving director of those who obtained a char-
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ter of the Gas Co. in 1852. He has also been

an active promoter of various new railroad en-

terprises, and has held positions of trust and

responsibility in connection with them. A
few years after he resigned his clerkship in

the Bank of Wilmington and Brandywine, he

was elected a director, and he has held that

position, with short intervals, ever since. He
became President of the Bank in i868. Mr.

Jones is one of the most careful and far-see-

ing of our business men. His active enter-

prise and sound judgment have not only ad-

vanced his own interests, but his liberal pub-

lic spirit has contributed largely to the sub-

stantial and permanent growth of his native

city, Mr. Jones is a gentleman of affable

manners and is universally esteemed for his

sterling integrity, great business capacities

and kindliness of heart;

g^LLEGOOD, ROBERT GRIFFITH,
M. D., of Concord, Sussex county, was

CMi!? born March 16, 1S28. He is descended
.CVe) .. T-,1 1 , • , 1irom vviiiiaiii JC,ucgouu wnu cinigiaucu

from Wales about 1750, and settled on

the eastern shore of Virginia, removing soon

to the vicinity of Concord, then in Maryland,

where he patented and purchased large tracts

of land on the head waters of the Nanticoke

river. He had four sons. Thomas, John, Wil-

liam and Robert, and one daughter, Mrs. Sally

Hitch. He died in 1790, greatly respected

as a man and a citizen. His son Robert, the

grandfather of Dr. Ellegood, inherited a por-

tion of the original estate and became a far-

mer of some note for that time. He died in

1800 at the age of fifty years. His wife was

Mary B. Adkinson of St. Mary’s county, Md
They had four children; William, Joshua A..

Thomas and Sarah, Their son Joshua Adkin-

son Ellegood, the father of Dr. Ellegood, was

born on the old homestead in 1789. He was

a man of ability and high character, and

acquired considerable wealth which was

mostly invested in lands. He enjoyed the

confidence and esteem of the community, and

for fourteen years held the office of Justice

of the Peace. He died in 1845. He married

Miss Ann Griffith, of Concord, daughter of

Col. Seth and Nancy (Houston) Griffith. Col.

Griffith was also a man of prominence, a large

land owner, and atone time sheriff of Sussex

county. He owned the land on which the

town of Concord now stands, and himself sur-

veyed and platted the town. Mrs. Ellegood

was born in 1804, and now resides in Seaford.

Dr. Plllegood was the eldest of eight children,

si.x of whom still survive. He attended the

schools of his neighborhood till fourteen years

of age, after which he enjoyed, for three years,

the advantages of an excellent select school in

Laurel. His plans for a full collegiate

course were interrupted by his father’s

death in 1845, being the eldest

child, was compelled to return home and

become, practically, the head of the family.

The superintendence of the homestead, and

the care of the family henceforth devolved

upon him till his younger brothers and sisters

were grown.' He assisted his mother in set-

tling up the estate and in educating the elder

children, while he bore the entire expense of

educating the younger ones. A sketch of his

brother, Dr. William Thomas Ellegood, whom
he educated, is in this volume. At the age of

twenty-one Dr. Ellegood began the study of

medicine in the office of Dr. Jas. H. Fisuci.

In October, 1850, he matriculated at the Penn-

sylvania Medical College, graduating M. D. in

March, 1852. He immediately settled in Con-

cord for the practice of his profession, where

he has since remained. In his practice he has

risen to prominence as one of the first physi-

cians of the State, and enjoys the confidence

and high esteem—not only of the county in

which he resides, but of the people of the

entire State and the adjoining counties of

Maryland. He probably has the largest prac-

tice in the county, and his labors have been

constant and great for twenty-eight years.

Dr. Ellegood has contributed valuable papers

to the medical journals of the country. He is

a member of the County and State' Medical

Societies, and has been President of both

bodies. He is a member of the American
Medical Association, in which he has repeatedly

represented the State. He has also taken a

a deep interest in popular education, and from

the time of his twenty-first to his thirty-sixth

year he served continuously as School Com-
missioner. He has also been somewhat prom-

inent in public affairs, having served once as a

member of the Legislature. In 1866 the Legis-

lature elected him to the office of Auditor of

Accounts, which he filled with great ability

for three terms of two years each, viz: 1865
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to 1867; 1871 to 1S73
; 1873 to 1875. He

exerts a wide influence in the councils of the

Democratic party. He has often been a mem-
ber and frequently presiding officer of theCounty

and State Conventions. Beside all these

multiplied labors and responsibilities, he has;

found time to become one of the largest and

most successful agriculturists of Sussex county.
|

He owns 900 acres of land in the vicinity of'

Concord, divided into convenient farms, and i

most of it under a high state of cultivation.
|

He has 6000 peach trees in bearing, besides
!

other fruits
;

ten acres of strawberries and

fifteen acres in blackberries. His son Robert

now has the principal oversight of his farming
|

interests. Dr. Ellegood was married, July 28,
'

1858, to Miss Elizabeth, daughter of Nutter

and Margaret Cannon, of Concord. They have

had four children
;
Joshua Adkinson, M. D.

;

Robert, farmer
;
and Seth Griffith, a cadet in

the United States Military Academy at West

Point. They had the misfortune to lose their

'only daughter, Martha, in infancy.

^ft^OORE, HON. JACOB, Lawyer, of

born at Laurel, Sus-

sex county, November 21, 1829. His

father, Louther Taylor Moore, was a

merchant of that place for nearly half

a century, and after an active life of three-

score and ten years, died during the past de-

cade. His mother was Eliza S., daughter of

Isaac Wootten. She died in 1863, aged 58

years. But three of their twelve children lived

to maturity : the oldest of these being the

subject of this sketch. After completing his

preparatory studies, in i8/|6. he entered Union

college, Schenectady, N. Y., of which the

celebrated Eliphalet Nott was President, and

after a full four years' course, graduated

with the degree of B. A. in 1850. His studies

had been prosecuted with the view to fit-

ting himsell for the legal profession, and after

graduating he chose Georgetown as his resi-

dence, and Hon. Edward Wootten then and

now (1882) one of the Associate Judges of

Delaware, as his perceptor. An apt, persevr-

ing and hard-working studen the completed his

legal studies in three years, and after passing

an excellent examination was admitted to

practice in all the courts of the State, in

April, 1853. Well equipped for the struggle,

and possessing a determination to succeed.

he achieved immediate and constantly in-

creasing success, and to-day stands in line

with the foremost and best lawyers of the

State. only his mastery of legal lore,

but also his thorough literar)" training, per-

sonal magnetism and indefatigable industry,

have contributed toward the rapid strides he

has made in his profession. He is a close stu-

dent and hard worker, and it is not unfrequent

that the rising sun finds him where the setting

sun left him, still pondering over some knotty

legal problem submitted to him for solution,

and patiently and thoroughly working out and

building up his case. This constant and in-

telligent application to his work has long since

brought its certain reward, for at home,

throughout- the State, and in some of the

Eastern Shore counties of Maryland it has

created for him a clientage so large that to

meet its demands seems an impossible task.

•Yet he turns no legitimate business.away, and

whether the cause be great or trifling, client

rich or poor, whether the business be civil or

^-riminal ann1it='<; bim^plf lo if with a dpier-^ »
*" 'A A

mination to win. A wise, thoughtful and dis-

creet counsellor, he is even more successful as

an advocate, and by the careful arrangement

and skillful handling of his cause, by present-

ing his facts clearly and concisely, by logical

argument and impassioned oratory, he is prob-

ably best known and most admired. Mr.

Moore was actively identified with the Demo-
cratic organization from his youth until the

assault upon Fort Sumpter, when believing

that his party on the great question of the

day was wrong, he became a Republican, and

still thinks and acts as such. His loss to the

Democratic party was generally recognized,

and the gain to the Republicans was made still

more manifest, for he immediately became an

acknowledged leader among his new political

associates. He made powerful Union speeches

throughout the State, and under the inspira-

tion of his eloquence no small part of Dela-

ware's quota in the army was secured. He
assumed his new party relations in the face

of Democratic promises of high political offices

and honors that could and probably would

have been fulfilled had he remained with

them, but he answered first and last that

he preferred country to political preferment,

and that so long as he believed the Republi-

can party was the only instrumentality through
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which treason could be punished and the

Union preserved, he should cqjitinue to act

with and work for it regardless of personal

aggrandizement. His legal business also suf-

fered severely because of his change of party

relations, his clients principally being Demo-
crats

;
but this state of affairs was short lived,

and soon his practice began to grow and in-

crease until its present enviable proportions

were reached. At the very outbreak of the

war he saw the necessity of promulgating in

every waj' possible, the principles and purposes

of the Republican party, and in connection

with William, afterwards Governor, Cannon
commenced the publication, in Georgetown, of

The Union a weekly paper. Mr. Moore did

most of the editorial work, and by the crisp,

vigorous manner of his writing, soon gained

for the paper a large circulation, and made
it a great help to the Republican cause

in Southern Delaware. In the summer of

1862,he was a delegate to the State Republican
Convpniinn arid nominated William Cannon for

Governor. At first there was considerable op-

position to Mr. Moore’s choice, and several

other candidates were named, but he plead

the cause of Mr. Cannon with such force that

he was nominated almost by acclamation.

The wisdom of the selection was fully demon-
strated in the following fall, when Mr. Cannon
was elected. In 1863 the Sixth Delaware

Regiment was organized in Sussex county,

largely through Mr. Moore’s influence. He
joined it as a private, but was soon elected

Lieutenant Colonel. Soon after the organiza-

tion of the regiment it was assigned to guard

duty on the line of the Philadelphia,Wilming-

ton & Baltimore railroad, in Maryland, and

later was stationed at Fort Delaware. Col.

Moore was mustered out at the expiration of

his term of service, and September 3, 1864,

was commissioned Attorney General of Dela-

ware for the term of five years. His appoint-

ment to this office was the second time a

lawyer of the same name had been called to

discharge its important duties. Hon. Jacob

Moore, from whom Colonel Moore was proba

bly descended,was appointed Attorney General

of the three counties on Delaware in 1774.

His commission, the original copy of which is

still preserved, reads as follows ; “The Hon.

John Penn, Esq., Governor and Commander
in Chief of the counties of New Castle, Kent

and Sussex on Delaware, and of the Province

of Pennsylvania; To Richard McWilliam,
keeper of the Great Seal of said counties.

Esquire, greeting ; These are to authorize

and require you to affi.x the said seal to a com-
mission tested by me, and bearing even date

herewith, appointing Jacob Moore, Esquire,

Attorney General of and for the government
of the counties aforesaid

;
and for so doing,

this shall be your warrant. Given under my
Hand and .Seal at Arms, at New Castle,

the twentieth day of October, in the year of

our Lord one thousand seven hundred and
seventy-four. John Penn.

Col. Moore filled the office with such signal

fidelity and ability that to the bench, bar and
people it was a matter of much regret when a

change was brought about through the mu-
tations of politics. To show how the bench
regarded him it is only necessary to quote
Chief Justice Gilpin, who had also been Attor-
ney General : he said of Colonel Moore,
“ He has made a good officer and has

tried more important capital cases than
were ever tried by any other Attorney Gen-
eral in the State

;
and during his term of

office the law of. murder has been firmly set-

tled.” On retirement he devoted himself to his

ever growing practice, and is now attorney for

the Junction and Breakwater, and Breakwater
and Frankford Railroad Companies, for the Old
Dominion Steamship Company of New York,
and other corporations. Since the expiration

of his commission as Attorney General he has

held no public position, and has never been
before the people for office, althcgh time and
again his party has sought him as a candidate

for Congress He has no personal political

aspirations, and avoids politics beyond help-

ing and advocating, in an unostentatious

way, the Republican party and its candidates.

Col. Moore has been a member of the Masonic
fraternity since 1854, and has served as Deputy
Grand Master of the State, and Deputy Grand
High Priest. On October 23, 1S60, he was
married to Miss Eliza R., daughter of John D.
Rodney, of Georgetown. P'ive children have
been born to them, of whom only two sur-

vive
;
Charles Louther and Nellie. The son,

now in his eighteenth year, is preparing for

the legal profession. In social life Col. Moore
is as great a favorite as he is popular in his

profession. He is a man of medium height.
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robust and muscular, with a calm, thoughtful

face that is lighted up, and materially changed

in expression, when speaking. He is a capital

stor_\'-teller and an interesting conversation-

alist, acquainted with a wide range of topics,

and is a gentlemen of sterling integrity.

(t<;^OSTLES. gen. JAMES PARKE, Ad-

II

jutant General, of Delaware, and Mo-
rocco Manufacturer, was born at Cam
den, September 28, 1840. He is the

son of Stephen and Elizabeth (Roe)

Postles. His fatlier owned a large farm near

Camden, and Gen. Postles attended the coun-

try schools of that vicinity, until 1853, when
his parents removed to Wilmington. He
completed his education in the excellent pub-

lic schools of that place, and when he had

passed the whole curriculum, he entered, in

1856, the office of his father, then a large and

successful manufacturer of morocco leather.

With the exception of one year during which

he was emploved as a clerk in the grocery

store of J. S. Cowgill, he continued with his

father until the outbreak of the war of the re-

bellion in 1861. His enthusiasm and patriotism

were so much aroused that he seized the first

opportunity to enlist for the defence of the

Union. He joined Co. C, First Delaware

Regiment, under Col. Henry Lockwood, for

three months. This regiment was assigned to

duty on the line of the P
,
W. & B. R. R., and

at the close of the term our subject was mus-

tered out as First Sergeant of his company.

On the re-organization of the command for the

three years’ service he was commissioned First

Lieutenant of Co. A, First Delaware Regi-

ment. His regiment spent the winter of 1861-

62 on duty at Fortress Monroe, where they

acquired a discipline which rendered their sub-

sequent service efficient. In the spring of

1862, they formed part of the column that cap-

tured Norfolk, Va., and thej^ were afterwards

sent to Suffolk. After the battle of Chantilly,

fought, September i, 1862, they were assigned

to the army of the Potomac, and participated

in the Maryland campaign under General

McClellan, which was terminated by the route

of General Lee’s forces at Antietam. In this

engagement in which his company lost 44 out

of 85 men. Captain Evan S. Watson was killed,

and Lieutenant Postles was promoted to the

Captaincy. They accompanied the army in its

march, \da Harpers P'erry to F'redericksburg,

and went into vHntcr quarters at Falmouth,

Va Captain Postles commanded his company-

in the terrible 'battle at Fredericksburg, in

December, 1862, and was afterward appointed

Inspector General, Second Brigade, Third Di-

vision, Second Army corps. He served in this

capacity until August, 1863, having mean-

while taken part in the battles of Chancellors-

ville and Gettysburg
;
and was then, on ac-

count of inpaired health, detailed for duty^ at

home in connection with the draft. In Septem-

ber he was assigned to duty by the Secretary

of War, as enlisting officer of the P'ifth

Maryland Regiment. After re-enlisting the

men for three years the regiment was ordered

on duty at Fort Delaware. Soon after their

arrival there Captain Postles was appointed

Inspector-General of the Island, and continued

to discharge the duties of that office until July,

1864, when failing health rendered it neces-

sary for him to resign, after a service of three

years, two months and twenty^-two days. On
his return from the Army he le-cntcrcd his

father’s morrocco manufacturing establishment,

and in 1866 he was admitted to a partnership

under the firm name of S. Postles & Sons.

In 1876, General Postles was appointed by the

Centennial Commission one of the Judges for

Leather and Leather Products for the Centen-

nial Exhibition. He devoted five days of each

week during a period of three months to this

labor and e.xamined minutely over two thous-

and exhibits. The work was so thoroughly

and systematically done that their report was

said to be the best classified in the exhibition.

In January', 1877, General Postles purchased

his father’s interest in the Morocco business,

and since that time he has been the sole pro-

prietor. (For description of the factoi-y see

Industrial Department.) He was politically

educated as an old line Whig, and in i860,

though not a voter, he was an enthusiastic

champion of the Bell and Everett party. As
his record indicates, he was devoted to the

Union cause, but the issues of the war having

been decided, he, like many another gallant

soldier, in time, became identified with the

Democratic party. In December, 1878, he was

appointed by Governor Cochran,Adjutant Gen-

eral of the State, to succeed the late General

William S. McCaulley', General Postles is a

Master Mason, and being a public spirited and
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enterprising man, is an active promoter of I

benevolent associations. He was married,
i

September 17, 1863, to Miss Sadie, daughter of
|

the late William H. Dodd, first Assistant En- i

gineer U. S. N, and who died of Hydrophobia
j

in November, 1878. Of this union was born
j

one child, Grantley Parke Postles.

^^!^
00PER THOMAS, Served as a Rep-
resentative in Congress from Delaware

^

from 1813 to 1817. He was a cultured
|

gentleman of more than ordinary
|

e) ability, and filled his position iii the

halls of Congress with credit.

(^^RAZIER, EZEKIEL COOPER, Far-
' mer and Member of the Levy Court of

Kent county, was born, November 10,

1825. His father was Ale.xander Frazier,

a farmer of North Murderkill hundred,
!

who died April 23, 18,67. His father was James :

Frazier who emigrated from Scotland in 1798,
j

landing at Oxford. Md. He acauired a hand-

some property as a farmer, and served as a

soldier in the Revolutionary war. He married

Deborah Emory, of Kent county, Del., and

died at the age of fifty five years, in 1853. The
mother of Ezekiel Cooper was Catherine,

daughter of Thomas Cooper of Kent county.

The following children were born of this

marriage; Ezekiel C., the subject of this notice;

Sarah, Thomas C., Peter, Alexander, Cathe-

rine, William J., Richard C., and Mary Frazer.

Mr. Frazer grew up on his father’s farm and at-

tended the schools of his vicinity in the winter,

until twenty years of age. He then took charge

of the farm and managed it until he marriedand

removed to his present home,a farm containing

140 acres, one-half mile north of Peters-

burg. Mr. Frazer is a representative farmer

and has been very successful. He has an orchard

of 1000 peach trees in bearing, but his farm is

principally devoted to grain. He is a man of

intelligence and influence, industrious and

honorable, and a highly esteemed citizen of

the State. He was reared in the old Whig
party which he supported until 1854, since

which time he has been identified with the

Democratic party. He served as Assessor

of his district, and Inspector of Elections.
|

In 1876 he was elected a member of the Levy
|

Court. In these positions he has served with

credit, and won the confidence and respect i

of men of all parties as- a faithful and able

officer. He joined the Baptist church in 1873
and has been Treasurer of his church for

several years. He was married, May 22, 18.^9,

to Miss Mary, daughter of Plmory Knott.s,

of Kent county. P'our children have been
born of this marriage; Wiliam E., of Elkton
Md

,
Thomas K., at home

;
Joseph R., of Col-

orado, and Sarah C. Frazier.

j^OOPER, JOHN BRADY, ^lerchant of

Smyrna, was born in Kent county,

October i, 1830. His parents, Richard

(7^^? and Mary (Brady) Cooper, are now de-

(3 ceased. The former was a farmer, and

both were members of the Baptist Church,and

exemplary Christian people. Four of their

six children are living. Thomas Cooper, the

grandfather of the subject of our sketch, was
born in Maryland,and removed to Kent county,

Delaware, about 1790. He was an Episcopa-

lian, and the family was of English origin.

Mr. Cooper attended the piiblic schools of the

county till he was twelve years of age, but is

mainly self-educated. He worked on the

farm till he attained his majority, when he be-

came a teacher in the public schools for ten

years, and was very successful. He began
with the lowest school and at the time of

leaving was teaching the highest school and
receiving the largest salary paid in the county.

He then opened a small confectionery store

in Smyrna, and as his business increased other

things were added, till it finally became a store

for general merchandise. He now has the

largest store in the town, and keeps a greater

variety of goods than any other merchant, his

prosperity and continued success showing the

confidence and esteem in which he is held by

the citizens. This establishment is first class

in every particular. Mr. Cooper is a man of

public spirit and has borne his share in all the

public enterprises which tend to the general

welfare. He has been Secretary of the Smyrna
Building and Loan Association since its or-

ganization in 1866. In politics he affiliates

with the Republican party. He has been a

member of the Methodist Church since 1853,

and a Trustee for the last fifteen years. He
was married, in 1855, to Mary F., daughter of

John H. Rash, of Kent county, and has two

children living
;
Fletcher Ellsworth and Irving

Thornpson Cooper.
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•r^^DAMS, JOHN HYNDMAN, of Wil-

^ ,
t mington, Retired Iron Manufacturer,

was born in that cit)', October 13, 1820.

His father, John Ad ims. in partnership

(1^5 with a half brother, James Cocliran, con

-

ducted wliat was considered in that day, an

extensive manufacturing business in the same

place. John Adams died in 1856, at the age I

of sixty years. His wife was Margaret, daughter i

of John Hyndman. also of Wilmington. She
j

was an excellent Christian mother, a member of
I

the Presbyterian church, and carefully brought

up her children in that faith. She and her

husband were both of mingled English and

Irish descent, and the ancestors of both came
to this country and settled in New Castle

county about the middle of the last centurju

The subject of this sketch was the second of

the fojr children of the family. There were,

younger than himself,one brother and a sister.

This only daughter died at an early age. The
younger brother is now the Rev. Carson Wil-

son Adams. D. D.. a Presbyterian clergyman

of New York city, a member of the Presbytery

of West Chester, N. Y., and of the synod of

New York. Mr. J. H. Adams received his

early education at Belknap’s Academy. He left

school very early and entered, as a boy of all

work, the hardware store of Duncan & Bros.,

where he was employed for about five

years, when he left, and for the three years

following was engaged with Messrs. Betts,

Pusey & Harlan. While here employed, in the

year 1837, he assisted in building the second

pump which was furnished (or the water sup-

ply of Wilmington. He with others placed the

pump in position, and when it was ready for op-

eration, enjoyed the distinction of turning on

the water. More thoughtful and far-seeing than

most boys, Mr. Adams had not, from the time

he left school, neglected the cultivation of his

mind, improving whatever opportunities he

could find, besides attending a night school for

several winters. He was one of the original

seven who, founded “The Young Men’s Lite-

erary and Debating Society of Wilmington”

which afterward became the Franklin Lyceum ;

finally merged into the Wilmington Institute,

of which Mr. Adams is a life member. On
theeighth anniversary of the Society, October

18, 1841, he was made its president. In

1839 the Messrs. Duncan dissolved partner-

ship, the senior partner, Mr. John A. Duncan,

42

taking the business into his own hands. This

gentleman then desired Mr. Adams to take

a position in his store as salesman, which invi-

tation he accepted, after first purchasing his

time of Messrs. Betts, Pusey & Harlan. This

he did though he was not an indentured ap-

prentice, and he was here engaged for the

next eight years. In 1847 commenced,
on his own account and in a very small

way, the heater and range business. It in-

creased year by year under his management,

until by close application, hard work and rigid

econom}y with an occasional outside venture

of small pretensions, he had accumulated a

moderate capital. With this he decided, in

1857, to embark in the manufacture of iron :

a business, at that time in a very depressed

state, but one of which he had the best know-
ledge and the most practical acquaintance.

He accordingly connected himself with the

firm of McDaniel, Craige & Company, pro-

prietors of the Old P'erry Rolling Mill, and

manufacturers of bar iron. For about four

years they did little more than meet expenses.

In i860 Mr. W. S. Craige withdrew, and the firm

name was changed to that of McDaniel,

Adams & Company. This firm established

during the war an enviable reputation for the

manufacture of “-Chain Links ” of superior

quality, and were subjected to an exceedingly

severe test by the Government Inspector, yet

of the many thousands made by them not one

was rejected. During this period Mr. Adams
not only spent the entire day, but often the

night, in the mill among the workmen. In

1863 the firm was dissolved and was suc-

ceeded by “ The Diamond State Iron Com-
pany,” of which Mr. Adams was chosen

president. He retained this position till the

fall of 1865, when he sold out his interest in

the company and early in 1866 connected him-

self with the McCullough Iron Company, manu-
facturers of block and galvanized sheet iron.

This is now the most extensive establish-

ment for the manufacture of galvanized sheets

in the country, and is a formidable rival of

English manufacturers. He was connected

with this company for nearly sixteen years,

twelve years as vice-president, and four years as

president. He devoted himself unremittingly

to his duties, attending however, more particul-

arly the purchase and sales department. He
retired in April, 18S2, and on the 19th of
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July last sailed with his wife for Europe.

Mr. Adams has always strongly advocated

a protective tariff of • discriminating duties

and believes in it as a question which touches

the very life of the nation. As next in im-

portance to this he urges a currency of

which gold is the basis, and maintains that

every dollar, whether of gold, silver or paper,

should be of equal value. The advent of

the Republican party in 1856 first wakened in

him an interest in politics, its principles meet-

ing in him a full and hearty response, with the

manhood and courage to avow and uphold

them. During the memorable winter of 1859-

60, he was President of the Club of the People’s

Party in Wilmington. One of the first great

meetings held after the Convention, in Chicago

in May, i860, to ratify the nominations, was

that in the City Hall in Wilmington, in June,

i860. It was exeeedingly large and enthu-

siastic, and was the first meeting, in a slave

State, to applaud and uphold the nomination

of Mr. Lincoln. Of this meeting Mr. Adams
was chosen chairrrian. He was President of

one of the divisions of the Union League dur-

ing the dark days of war, and spared neither

means nor effort to aid the Government
in the struggle. In 1866, Mr. Adams, for

New Castle county, Hon. N. B. Smithers,

of Kent county, and Jacob Moore. Esq , of

Sussex county, were appointed delegates to

the Loyalist National Convention, held that

year in Philadelphia, the object of which was

to bring together, for fraternal greetings,

the Union men of all sections of the country.

Mr. Adams was also appointed a delegate

to the National Convention called by the

National Board of Trade, which was held

in Bost on in February, 1868; and was active

and prominent as a member of the committee
appointed by that body, to take into consid-

eration the question of “ Taxation,” which was

then weighing heavily on the industrial and

commercial interests of the country. Also, in

that year, he was nominated for State Senator

from New Castle county, on the Republican

ticket, but the strong prejudice then existing

against the extension of the right of suffrage

to the colored people, caused the defeat of the

ticket. In 1867 he was elected a member of

the City Council of Wilmington, and after

serving two years, was chosen President. He
was for a second time elected from the fouith

ward, and again from the sixth, under the

new arrangement of wards. He was, also,

for several years, a member of the Board of

Public Education, in which capacity he was

very decided in the expression of his views in

regard to the education of the masses, believing

it indispensable to the permanenc}' of a popu-

lar government, and strongly advocated the

study of Latin in the High School. In 1873,

he gave two gold medals, worth about thirty

dollars each
;
one for the male and one for the

female department of the High School as prizes

for those who passed the best examination in

English grammar. He offered the same prizes

the succeeding year, and has continued to

do so each year since The occasion of the

bestowal of the “Adams Prizes,” as they are

called, is given special prominence
;
the first

men of the city being asked to present them
with appropriate addresses. Mr. Adams is a

member of the Presbyterian church. . He was

married in 1844 to Mary Anna, daughter of Sam-
uel McCleary, late of Wilmington, one of the

pioneers in the manutacture of improved cot-

ton, woollen and paper machinery, in this sec-

tion of the country. Mr. Adams has been un-

usually favored and happy in his domestic life.

The children of the family have numbered but

two
;
the eldest, Maggie Hyndman Adams is

nowthewifeof Alexander Clark, of Cincinnati,

Ohio, and has three children
;
John H. Adams

Clark
;

Ralph Ewing Clark, and Winthrop

Alexander Clark. The younger daughter,

Susie Springer Adams, married Henry L.

Townsend, of Germantown, Penn., and has

one daughter, Marian Adams Townsend. The
residence of Mr. Adams on Delaware avenue

is one of the most elegant in the city. To the

young people of the place, whose benefit he

has so much at heart, the lesson of his life is

of inestimable value, and with all its sugges-

tions and inspiration is kept constantly before

them by his personal presence.

ARKLEY, SAMUEL, one of the pro-

Cake and Cracker Bak-

ery of Barkley & Brother, Wilmington,

was born in Ireland, Mav^ 14, 1844. His

& parents came to America and settled

in VV'ilmington before his recollection. In 1848

he commenced his attendance at the public

schools which he continued till he w as sixteen

years of age, at which time he was appren-
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ticed to J. Morton Poole & Company to learn

the machinist business. Me faithfully served

out the term of his apprenticeship, winning

golden opinions from his associates and em-
ployers, with whom he remained as a journey-

man until he reached the age of twenty-two

years. He then spent two years in the Tool

works of William A. Betts, also of Wilming-

ton, after which being solicited by his brother

to join him in the new enterprise he had in

view, he became partner with him in the Cake

and Cracker Bakery and Candy Works, first

established by them on the corner of Sixth

and Spruce Streets, and of which a full history

and acc'ount is given in the Industrial depart-

ment of this work. This flourishing business

the brothers have built up by their own
unaided efforts, by fair dealing, enterprise, and

originality in ideas and ways of working
;
and

the steady increase of their success and popu-

larity seems likely to know no diminution-

Mr. Samuel Barkley is a man of remarkable

energy, and the foundation of his prosperity

is laid in character and principle. He is a

member of the Episcopal Church.

ARIS, JOSHUA, Lawyer and Ex-
Mayor of the city of Wilmington, was

born in Willistown township, Chester

county. Pa., April 7, 1832. His

parents, Caleb and Ruth (Bennett)

Maris, were Friends, and possessed, in a

marked degree, the characteristic excellencies

of that society. Caleb Maris w-as a miller by

vocation, devoted to the interests of religion,

and his pure and upright life gave him a wide

influence. He died in September, 1838, at

the age of fifty, and his wife, in 1864, at the age

of si.xty-eight. They had si.x children
;
Jacob

Bennett; Phoebe, who married Edward Pray,

both of whom are now deceased—they left one
j

daughter—Joshua; Thomas, who died at the

age of sixteen
;
Barclay, who died in 1853, and

George C., a Conveyancer, in Wilmington.

The grandfather of the subject of our sketch,

also named Caleb Maris, was a large and pros-

perous farmer, of Chester county. Pa. He
owned four large farms. He died in 1838, at

the age of ninety-four, and his \vife, Ann
(Fawkes) Maris, the same year, at the age of

ninety. They had eleven children, of whom
Caleb was the ninth. The Alaris family were

English Friends, who came to Pennsylvania

!

soon after the arrival of William Penn. Los-
j

,

ing his father at the age of six years, the sub-
j

Iject of our sketch had but limited opportuni-

!
ties of education. He lived part of the time

I

with a relative, and the residue with a stranger,

I

till he was sixteen and in 1848 was apprenticed

: by his guardians to learn the cabinet making
. business. But he thirsted for knowledge, and ’

j

: . .1
becoming free at twenty, determined to

j

,
obtain an education. He attended the

'

- academy at Newark, Del., for one term, and '

afterwards the schools of Wilmington, and
received private instruction till he was
fitted for college. He entered the Freshman i

class of Dickinson College, at Carlisle, Pa.,

in 1854, but, after attending one year, sick-

ness, family duties, and other circumstances,

obliged him to abandon his cherished hope of

a full collegiate course. He taught for one

year, and in 1856 commenced his legal studies

with the late Chancellor Daniel M. Bates, in

Wilmington. In that city he settled in the
'

practice of his profession immediately on his

admission to the bar, in 1859, and, trom the

first, achieved a decided success. He has

proved a safe and judicious counsellor; a legal

adviser in whose character, wisdom and judg-

ment implicit reliance can be placed. These

sterling qualities met with speedy recognition,

an I he was early and repeatedly called upon

to assist in public affairs. He was a member
of the old Whig party during its continuance,

then of the American party, and united with

the Republican party soon after its organiza-

tion in Delaware, proving ever since one of its

most able and consistent friends. In 1859

he was elected clerk of the City Council,

and wns twice re-elected to the same position,

making three terms of one year each. He l

then declined an election to a fourth term in

order to give himself more e.xclusively to his

profession. In 1863 he was nominated for the

office of Mayor of Wilmington, and elected

by a majority of four hundred and forty seven

votes. His administration was popular and

successful, and at the conclusion of his first

term, which was only one year, he was re-
j

elected by a majority of four hundred and

ninety-five votes. A nomination for a third !

term was tendered him which the requirements

of his private business led him to decline. In

1871 he was elected by a majority of four hun-

dred and eighty- three votes to the office of
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«:«'anallaa3{-a abw^^iafeTsda adj ^007338 badicfn

JbnpcO v,0 J, »«Wxq« k.. ««).Ul»»

1 <*“^4 . ...lMi<!> x» 1«( y,arfj! im*

itri oi ajavieulijc:, a/o/n 'Hairrnid avig oj rabio
adJ loi b9U:iifnyfi >E'.f jjd £C8 j nl .noieealoiq
baJaala bo£ .noJ^nimliW )o loyBb! >0 aaffto
fiava« x^ioi bne baibnud 7uo> lo yJboif.xq e ud
bfi£ ixJuqoq tcv/ noijjniijinjxnbjij dH .eaJov
isni) wrf 1« noieuianoo arij u bn* .lolga^aoo*
-31 MW ad ,7i;ax ano xJno mw daid w Tmrai
bnfi baibntfrt r.oi xi«io(.£/n « balaala
burfj * 7ol noiJanioion A ^y^ov W-yJanln
^jnamamupaT adj daldw mid baiabnaj mw nnaj
ol ,anibab oJ mid faai isanieud ajevitq aid }o
-niid 7uol lo xJijoicm * yrf baJaab mw ad »t8i

ano ilal yadj—b-UTAaasib v/on axe modw lb d3od
adf ?e baib odw ,-eemodT ;«ud£o(.—laJdgtie^
bns ,ec«i ni balbodw |naa3xia lo as#

.

.noJgnimiiW ni *i^tJj)r»X5»vno3 a ,.D agioaO

.daJadi 7m> lo adj I9 i»dJ<lbnei3 adT
-eoiq bn* agi^i 4 few ,^ixBl4»cfalaD faamen oel*

‘

aH .*'1 ,x^»uoD laJeadO lo ^xamijd anoiaq ,

3« .8^81 ni baib aH .em-uil ajid ii^dl banwo
nnA .atiw' ebi bn* .woV'^anin lo age arb#
lo ajs adi 3*

,
7eax amee adJ ,*haM (aaifwa'?).

modw lo. .naiblida navala bed yadT ’
.'xianin

*

aiaw *ii*M adT ,dininMi mv/ daleD

‘'Xv*

lo aoHlo adJ a? aasov a'a,d7,vVrfl'rK 1 L
f«w ad7 .rfjnin adj mv/ daleD

>.# X 5«» bfifi baib|^eiiysv({CibA9i^ o3 anieo orfw .ebnah^ deil^oS

-^.Sf’’^'".
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President of the City Council for a term of two

years. He discharged its duties w'ith his usual

fidelity and success, and his party insisted upon

his accepting the position for a second term

to which he was elected by a majority of

eight hundred and thirty votes. Accordingly

he was for four years in this responsible office.

In 1S72 he w'as elected to the Legislature from

New Castle county, and served ably as a

member of that body. He w'as on the com-
mittees of Education and Ways and Means,

and was Chairman of the Joint Committee
from the House for the codification and revi-

sion of the laws of the state. Mr. Maris has

given much attention to the subject of Building

and Loan Associations, several of which have

been organized by his own efforts. In many’of

them he has served as president, vice-president,

secretary, treasurer, or a member of the board

of directors. At the present time he is a mem-
ber of seven such organizations, being president

of two,vice president of one, treasurer ofanother,

and 3 director in others. He has also been

connected with several benevolent and secret

societies, and is a member of the Masonic or-

der, of the Independent order of Odd Fellows,

the Improved Order of Red Men, (at present

Great Chief of Records of the G. C. W. S.) and

the order of United American Mechanics,

having held in the latter two of the highest

offices in their gift, and in the I. O O. F, the

highest position in the State and represented

the Grand Lodge of Delaware in the G. L. U.

S. for three terms. Mr. Maris was married

January 12, 1870, to Miss Martha A., daughter

of David and Harriet I. Howell, of Yardley'-

ville. Pa., and has three children : Bertha H.
;

Dela H., and Elma Howell Maris. He was a

birthright member of the Friends’ Society, but

after his marriage he, in 1873, united with the

St. Andrew’s Protestant Episcopal Church, of

which Bishop Lee is the Rector, and of which

church his wife is also a member.

HGGS, WILLIAM PIERSON, E.x-Leg-

islator and farmer,of New Castle county,

^
was born, January 22, 1838. His father

was John Biggs, a farmer of Pencader

hundred, a man who achieved success in

life by industry and integrity. He was a

prominent member of the M. E. Church, a?id

for many years was connected with its official

board. He died, January, 5, i860, in his

seventy^-first year. His mother, before her

marriage, was Miss Diana Bell, of New Castle

ct^nty, a lady of great intelligence and many
virtues. She died, December 14, 1877,

age of seventy-eight years. The subject of

this sketch is the youngest of four sons, and
of six children, who grew to maturity, whose
names areas follows; Hon. Benjamin Thomas,
of whom see sketch in this volume

;
Sewell

Chambers, Register of Wills, New Castle Co.,

a sketch of whose life and portrait will also be

found in this work
;
Jane Elizabeth

,
wife of the

late Rev. W. H. Brisbane, of the Philadelphia

Conference of the M. E. Church
;
Joseph, a

farmer, now residing in Cecil county, Md.;

Mary' Anna wife of Rev. Theodore Stevens of

the Philadelphia Conference of the M. E.

Church, and William Pierson. The last named
attended the district school until seventeen

years of age, when he was sent to the New
Jersey Conference Seminary at Pennington,

where he continued for three years. At the

expiration of this time he returned home and

engaged in farming on an estate owned by his

father, known as “Locust Grove,” one and a

half miles west of Summit Bridge. He re-

mained upon this farm until 1870 when he

removed to the farm on which he now resides,

known as “ Sunny Side,” and containing 230

acres of land, one half mile north of Summit
Bridge. Upon this farm Mr. Biggs has planted

I2CXX) peach trees which have been very

remunerative. He also cultivates corn and

wheat to a large extent and has been very

successful. In addition to “Sunny Side,” Mr.

Big’srs owns a farm of 212 acres, two and one-

half miles south of Bohemia Bridge, upon

w'hich he has a fine orchard of 10,000 trees.

This orchard has been very productive, and in

the 15 years of his ownership there have been

but two years of failure in peaches. For

15 years he has been extensively engaged in

a peach nursery, and has been very successful.

In politics Mr. Biggs has always been a Demo-
crat, and in 1874 was elected to the Legisla-

ture of the State, serving in the session of

1875. He served as chairman of the Commit-
tee on Corporations, and made an efficient

member of the body. He is a trustee and

steward of Bethel M. E. Church, at Pivot

Bridge, having attached himself to that de-

nomination in 1861. He was united in mar-

[

riage, January 17, 1865, to Miss Fannie,
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daughter of James Boulden, of Pencader hun-

dred. They, have two children, Clara May
and Mellie Boulden Biggs.

ILLIS, Rev. JONATHAN SPENCER.

? v'i"
Milford, a well known Minister of

the Gospel, was born April 5, 1830, in

O.xford, Talbot county, Md. His fa-

ther was William Barnaby Willis, who

was sheriff of Talbot county for several years,

and represented that count}- in the Legislature

of Maryland for four terms. He was a large

land owner, and a very successful agriculturist.

The father of William B. Willis, was John

Willis, known as “ 0 .\ford John.” He served

as officer of Customs at O.Kford, for thirty

years, and was remarkable for his general

knowledge, wit and large hospitality. He was

the grandson of John Willis who removed from

Virginia in the latter part of the 17th century,

settling at Snow Hill, now Preston, Md. His

grandfather was Sir Richard Whllis.an English

nobleman who came to Virginia w-ith the early

colonists and took up extensive land grants

near Norfolk. The mother of Rev. J. S Willis,

was Mary, daughter of Captain Jonathan and

Eleanor (Robinson) Spencer. Captain Spencer

was an officer in the war of 1812, and served

under General Benson, in the affair of St.

Michaels. He died in 1822, at the age of thir-

ty-eight years. Captain Spencer was the son

of Perry Spencer, of “Spencer Hall,” who made

a large fortune in ship building. He was the

uncle of Rev. Joseph Spencer, D. D., of the P.

E. church, Professor Matthew Spencer, Henry,

Edward and Robert Spencer, well known in

Law, Theology and Letters in the history of

the State of Maryland. Captain Spencer left

three daughters, of whom Mrs. Willis was

the eldest. The second daughter married

John Willis, uncle of Rev. J. S. Willis. He
resided near Carrollton, Mo., and died in

1881. The other daughter married Thomas
Jewell, Esq., of Georgetown, D. C. Mrs. Willis’

ancestor, Robinson, who was the immigrant

from England, was a man of wealth, and

married late in life. He loaned the Govern-

ment large sums of money for the prosecution

of the war. He was a true patriot and a

staunch friend to the Government. Mr.

Willis, the subject of this sketch, was carefully

reared in the morals and discipline of Christi-

anity, both his parents having been, from

’

early life, members of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church. He was the oldest of nine

I

children, and was reared on “Long Point,” a

large farm., near Oxford. He attended the
' district school in O.xford Neck until he was

fourteen years of age, when he spent a year in

^ his uncle's store, (Mr. Jewell,) at Georgetown,

D. C. Returning home he spent two and a

i

half years under the tuition of Lyman Gris-

wold, where he was taught the higher mathe-

matics, and obtained the rudiments of Greek

and Latin. Before the completion of hi-s

.

seventeenth year he was appointed teacher

in one of the district schools of Talbot county

and continued this profession for seven years,

part of which time he was principal of the

'academy, at Trappe, in the same county. He
joined the M. E. Church at seventeen years of

age. During the years intervening, his mind

;

had been drawn to the ministry as his life-

I

work, perhaps, instrumentally, through the in-

I

fluence of his mother. He was licensed to

'preach as a local minister of the M. E. Church

at the age of twenty years, and his friends

j

and the church were the agents in bringing

I

about from the first, his assuming the duties

!
of this holy calling. In the spring of 1S54,

at the age of twenty-four years, he was ad-

^

mitted to the Philadelphia Annual Conference,

whose session that year was held in the city

of Reading, Pa., and was appointed to fill the

! charge of Centreville, Maryland, in 1854,

Camden, Delaware, in 1755, Dover, in 1856,

I

P'rederica, in 1857-58, and Odessa, in 1859.

I

In i86o-6j he was in charge of Tabernacle

Church, Philadelphia. He was ordained

Deacon by Bishop Waugh, in 1856, and Elder

by Bishop Scott, in 1858. He served as pastor

of the Mt Vernon, now Spring Garden M.

E. Church during 1S62-63, which church he

built and organized, beginning with forty-five

members and closing his pastorate with two
I hundred and eighty communicants. In the

winter of 1864 he accepted a call from the

I

Western Presbyterian Church, of Philadelphia,

but resigned after one year, and retired from

the active ministr}^, until the spring of 1867,

when he returned to the M. E. Church, and

took charge at Harrington, where he con-

I

tinned until 1859, when he received a call to

the Seventeenth StreetM. E. Church, of New
York city, and was transferred to the New
‘York East Conference. He remained in
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charge of this church for three years. He was
;

then p.xstor for three years of the M. E
Church at Stamford, Connecticut: here he

was eminently successful, having 'had great
j

temporal and spiritual prosperity. He was
,

returned to New York, where he took charge
i

of the Seventh Street M. E. Church, I

remaining there for three years. He acted as
,

president of the Preachers' Meeting, in New
i

York, for one year, with, much acceptance to
'

that body. In consequence of the poor ixealth

of Mrs. Willis, he in the spring of 1878 re-
j

turned to Delaware, and for a year was em-

ployed in looking after the interests of his
I

lanJed estate. In the spring of 1879 was*

made pastor of the Felton charge of ''Vilming-

ton Conference, where he resided until March

1882, when he was appointed to his present

charge at Milford. Besides being an able and

eloquent minister, Mr. Willis has the endow-

ments of a poet of a high order, and has

written a number of poems of rare literary

merit. He wrote a series of War Lyrics for

Forney’s "Press” during the late war, which
;

were widely quoted in the periodical literature
^

of that time. He was also the author of a ^

centennial poem which received high praise '

from William Cullen Bryant. In 1877 he was

the poet for the commencement occasion of

Dickinson College, the poem being of the
;

highest order and well received. The world i

may soon hear of him in a volume of his poems.

He is widely and favorably known as a lecturer.
,

H is •* William the Silent,” The First Woman,”
and others have been delivered to charmed

^

audiences in many states. Mr. Willis is the '

owner of between four and five hundred acres !

of land, half of which is devoted to the culture
i

of fruit of all varieties. He is a Republican in

politics and though not a politician in any

sense, he still takes deep interest in the wel-

fare of his country. His family record is a

grand oiie as to loyality to the republic in all
,

her wars. He furnished a substitute during

the late war though he was not drafted, and

was busy in hospit.als and devoted himself to

alleviating the sufferings of the soldiers. He
has been twice married, first in 1851 to Miss

Annie S ,
daughter of Hugh Vallaint, Esq. of

Ferry Neck, Talbot county, Md. She died

in 1862, and was interred with the three

children of this marriage in the family burial

ground in Ferry Neck. He afterwards mar-

ried Miss Annie, daughter of Hon. William

Tow'nsend of P'rcderica. Two children were

born of this marriage, William Townsend who
died in his second year, and Elizabeth Town-
send Willis.

HURCHMAN,HENRY LAWRENCE,
r Farmer and Grazier of Stanton, New
Castle county,was born in Ridley town-

ship, Delaware county. Pa , March 20,

S'’ 1821. His father, Caleb Churchman,was

a farmer and grazier of that county, a birth-

right member of the Friends’ Society, but was

dismissed for the offence, it was said, of joining

a company of light horse cavalry during the

last w'ar with Great Britain. He died in

Chester, Pa., in. 1863, being in the 8 1st year of

his age. His wife was' Martha, daughter of

John Shelly, a farmer of New" Castle county.

She died in 1827. Mr. Churchman was sent to

the Friends’ School at West Chester, and also

that at Burlington,New Jersey. After his return

he assisted his father until he reached his 22nd

year, w'hen he commenced farming and grazing

upon his own account, on his father’s farm in

Philadelphia county. Pa. Dec. i
, 1842, he came

to New Castle county and purchased "Spring

Garden,” a farm which he greatly improved,

residing thereon until 1852, when he returned

to the old homestead known as the "Marsh

Farm, ’ in Philadelphia county. Here he built

a commodious residence and outbuildings, and

continued to improve it until 1856. In June,

1S39, he purchased what was known as the

"Cripple F'arm,” the estate on which he now
resides, situated in White Clay Creek hundred.

He is the owner of 600 acres, and devotes his

attention to stock raising, consisting of sheep,

cattle, and horses. In addition to this large

farm, he is also the owner of a farm near O.k-

ford, Chester county, Pa., consisting of 80 acres

of valuable land, now' occupied by his brother-

in-law Benjamin W. Oakford. He takes a

large share of interest in public affairs, and

has served as School Commissioner for his dis-

trict, as well in Pennysl vania, as since his re-

turn to Delaware. Reared in the old Whig
party, he continued to act with it while it con-

tinued to exist, and since tlie advent of the

Republican party he has identified himself

with its purposes, aims and measures. Mr.

Churchman is a man of great uprightness in

business, possessing a geniality and intelli-
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gence which render him greatly respected I

wherev'er known. In business circles he is
.

highly valued for accurate judgment, and

possesses administrative qualifications of a

high order. As the President of the National

Bank of Newport, and in other financial posi-

tions, his discharge of the duties imposed on

him has been eminently satisfactor\'. His in-

dustry, economy, and habits, have rendered
j

him successful in the several pursuits which

have engaged his attention. He was married
,

on the first day of December, 1842, by Rev.

Albert Barnes, to Miss Sarah, daughter of

Ale.xandcr Reed, Esq., of Philadelphia. His

eldest daughter is the wife of Mr. John Crans-

ton of Newport, his eldest son d’’ed in Chicago,

and his second son, a soldier of the 20th

Pennsylvania Cavalry, was killed in the action

at Ashby’s Gap, Va.

AYtiS, MANLOVE, Dover, Secretary

and Treasurer of the Delaware railroad,

was born in Kent county. May 5, 1817.

He is the second son of the late Man-

qj
' love Hayes, farmer and merchant, who

died in 1849. past eighty years of age. The

family record and ancestry is given in the

sketch of Judge Alexander L. Playes. The
youth of the subject of our sketch was spent

on his father’s estate, a few miles east of Dover.

In 1832, he entered the academy at Newark,

then at the height of its prosperity’, under the

management of Rev. A. K. Russell, and con-

tinued in the academy’ and college till the win-

ter of 1836, with the exception of one year

spent at school in York, Pa. In December,

1836, he left college to accept a situation as

assistant in John C. Trautwine's corps of civil

engineers, and was engaged in locating the

East Tennessee Railroad from Knoxville to

the Georgia state line near Chattanooga. The
surveying for this road was made through the

Cherokee country, at the time the government

was removing the Indians to the reservation

west of the Mississippi river. He remained in

charge of a division ot the railroad until 1840,

when, by reason of financial troubles, work
was suspended and the engineer corps dis-

banded. Returning to Delaware in 1840, Mr.

Hayes soon afterwards engaged in farming

and continued to live on his farm, “York-
Seat,” until 1864, when he remov’ed to his

present residence, just without the town

limits of Dover. In 1846, and for several

years afterward, he was associated with the

late Chancellor Harrington and Caleb H. Sip-

ple, Plsq
, of Dover, in establishing a steamboat

line to Philadelphia from Dona Landing
,
seven

miles from Dover, and superintended the build-

ing of the wharf, hotel, and other structures at

that place. In 184S he was chosen clerk of

the State Senate and was a member of the last

Whig Legislature, elected in 1S52. During the

important session of 1S53, he was identified

with the legislation by' which power was granted

the Delaware railroad company to extend

their road north from Dover and connect with

the New Castle and P'renchtown, and Phila-

delphia, Wilmington and Baltimore railroads,

thus securing to the people of the Peninsula a

line by rail to Philadelphia and Baltimore.

He was elected a director of the Delaware

railroad company in 1S64, and has been secre-

tary and treasurer of the company' since 1870.

Mr. Hayes is also a member of the Historical

Society of Delaware, and a trustee of Dela-

ware College. He is also President of the

projected Bay Shore railroad, and is a mem-
ber of the boards of several other public enter-

prises in the state. Evidently the value of

his services are too well understood and ap-

preciated to leave room for hope that an ex-

acting public will allow him any opportunity

of leisure or inactivity. He assisted in the

organization of the First National Bank of

Dover, in 1863, and is still a director. Always

greatly interested in agriculture and in the

progress of that industry in Delaware, he has

participated in every movement in his county'

for its promotion. He has been siniie its

organization the correspondent from Kent
county' to the Agricultural Department at

Washington, and is corresponding secretary of

the State Board of Agriculture. He was one

of the first in his county' to engage largely in

the cultivation of fruit, and his agricultural

pursuits, which absorb a very consideable por-

tion of his time, have alway'S been to him a

great source of pleasure as well as of profit.

Since i86i he has acted with the Republican

party, and has been strong and derided for the

Union. His mother was a Friend, and also his

wife,and he inclines to the faith of that society,

but is not a member of any' church. He was

married, February 17, 1851, to Miss Rebecca
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Carm.alt, daug'hter of [ames and Sarah (Perry)

Ho'.veil of Philadelphia. They have three

children living; Mar}., P2 dith and Anna Belle, at Pier.son’s Corner, where he now resii

! Clayton. In .'862 lie removed to Wilming-
ton, and in 1867 returned to his firm

ASH, MOSES. Farmer, of Pierson’s

Corner, was born December 7, iSlo, in

West Dover hundred, in which place

^S^his father, Joseph Rash, was a large

land owner. He died in 1836, at the

age of 82 years. His wife was Elizabeth,

daughter of Joseph Davis, of Kent county.

She died in 1844, in the 75th year of her age.

They were both members of the M. E. Church.

The father of Joseph was John Rash, a large

owner of real estate, who resided near

Wyoming. He married Miss Micah Wilson,

and had four sons and four daughters : Daniel,

who went to North Carolina, where he died at

the advanced age of 109 years
;
Andrew,

who lived to be 87 years of age; Joseph, named

above; Martin, who also reached his 87th

year; Hester, who married William Green;

Letitia, 'A'hn married Isaac Beer; Patuma,

who married Eben Walls, and Angela,

who married William Whitby
;

each of

the daughters left children. This family is

one of the most ancient in the State, and

deeds are in existence showing their posses-

sion of lands in Kent county over two hun-

dred years. The subject of this sketch had

few opportunities of early education, a teacher

being employed for perhaps two months in the

winter for the neighborhood. At the age of

22 }-ears he began farming on the lands of his

father, at Pierson’s Corner, where he resided

for three years, and in 1836 went to Middle-

town, where he remained one year. In 1837

he removed to Dover, where he resided for

six years, being engaged in the livery busi-

ness. He served as Constable of the district

for one year, and as Deputy Sheriff for two

years. In 1843 he removed to a farm near

Pierson’s Corner, which he inherited from his

father, and in 1845 purchased the farm where

he now resides, an estate of 115 acres of

excellent land. He first raised grain, and in

1843 began cultivating fruit for the market. He
is now the owner of 225 acres of land, which

is divided into two farms. In 1849 he erected

his present residence. In 1879 he built a store

and granary at Pierson’s Cross Roads of which

his son has charge. In 1857 he removed to

Philadelphia but after one year returned to

tuiicvMr. Rash is agent of Mr. William McC.
' of Wilmington and has charge of his ten farms

in Kent county. He is a large, energetic man,
intelligent and inlluential. He was veryacti\e

i

in the old Whig party and at all times inter-

ested in its success. At the breaking out of

the war in i86i he took decided ground against

I

secession and was a devout supporter of the

Union. He offered himself as a soldier for the

support of his country’s flag but his age being

greater than the service allowed he was com-
pelled to remain at home, but was in heartA
and sympathy with those who served in the

field. He is now a strong Republican and has

! been frequently elected as a Delegate to state

; Conventions. He joined the M. E church in

I
1845 held both the position of leader

and steward, but stands withdrawn from its

communion. Mr. Rash has been twice married;
‘ first, July 28, 1831,10 Miss Maria, daughter of

Meyers and Sally (Barber) Casson, by whom
he had eight children, five of whom are still

living
;
viz : Meyers, Sarah, wife of Jas. Kersey,

Maria, wife of Blanchard Smith, Eugene and

Pennel. He was again united in marriage

August 17, 1854, to Miss Mary C., daughter of

John Lawrence; eight children were also born

of this marriage, and are all living; Josephine,

^William H., Charles W., George B., Lawrence,
^ Addison, Kate and Hattie Rash.

^"^EMPLE, JAMES D. W., M. ‘

D., of

Kenton, was born in Templevillc, Queen

Anne’s county, Maryland, Aug. 10,1851.

and is now the only surviving child

of James and Ann (Graham) Temple.

The last named was the third wife of Mr.

Temple, a successful farmer, and a man widely

i known and highly respected. He died in Feb-

;

ruary, 1852, at the age of forty five years. His

I children by his first wife were, John T.; Wil-

I liam E., of whom a sketch is published in

' “ Representative men of Maryland and District

of Columbia, 1879,” Lucy wife of John W.
Temple, of whom also, a sketch is found in the

above work. By his second wife his children

were Benjamin L. and George C.; the latter

died in 1880. The Temples were an old his-

toric family, among tlie earliest settlers of the

Eastern Shore. Templevillc derives from them
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its name; also, Governor Temple, of Delaware,

was of that family. Dr. Temple attended the

public schools of his native village till he was

sixteen years of age, after which he spent

three years at a boarding school in West Not-

tingham, Cecil county, Md.. where he was pre-

pared for the medical college. In 1870 he

entered the Jefferson Medical College at Phila-

delphia, from which he graduated in the spring

of 1874. He at once settled in Kenton, where

he has grown into a large and lucrative prac-

tice, and is very highly esteemed in the com-

munity. He is a member of the Democratic

party, but does not take an active part in

public affairs. Dr. Temple was married, Octo-

ber 24, 1877, to Miss Laura, daughter of John

and Margaret (Bailey) Lee. A sketch of Mr.

Lee will be found in this volume.

g ON RAD, HENRY C., Lawyer and

President of the City Council of Wil-

mington, was born in Bridesburg, April

25. [852. His parents, Aaron and

Sarah W. (Pennypacker) Conrad, were

both natives of Pennsylvania. A sketch of

his father will bj found in this volume. When
very young he had the misfortune to lose his

mother, and in 1856 removed with his father

to Wilmington, where he has since resided.

He received his education in the public

schools of that city, and studied law in the

office of Anthony Higgins, Esq. In 1873 he

graduated at the Harvard law school, and

was admitted to the bar in November, 187.^!.

In the campaign of that year he took an

active part as an out-spoken Republican,

miking speeches throughout the State. In

the campaign of 1876 he also bore a conspicu-

ous part, and was of great service to his

party. In May, of that year, he was made
actuary or superintendent of the colored

schools of the State of Delaware, and has

held that position to the present time. In the

advancement of these schools he has taken

great pride, their efficiency and flourishing

condition givingabundant proof of his care, and

wise 'and excellent management. In 1878 he

filleJ an unexpired term in the Wilmington
Board of P3ducation, and in May, 1879, was
elected a member of that body. To this posi-

tion he was re-elected in May, t88i, and for a

second time was made president of the Board;

the distinction being more particularly marked

43

as a majority of the Board were opposed to him
in politics. In all these positions he has been

conspicuously useful, and has enjoyed public

confidence and regard in a high degree. In

the spring of 1880, Mr. Conrad, in partnership

with Mr. Emerson, purchased The Morning
Herald, a Democratic newspaper, of Wilming-
ton, and established in its place The Morning
Nezi’i. With the change of name and

ownership the paper also underwent a

change of politics, and became devoted to

the interests of the Republican party, which

it has ably and zealously advocated to the

present time. Soon after the purchase Mr.

Emerson retired from the firm, and his place

was filled by Mr. Isaac R. Pennypacker. As a

lively, wide-awake morning paper, the AHuus

filled a. niche that had been waiting for it, tak-

ing rank from the first, with the longer estab-

lished journals, and became exceedingly pop-

ular throughout the towns of the State and

Peninsula. To its success, Mr. Conrad devoted

himself, and had the satisfaction of seeing it

received with great and increasing favor. In

the winter of 1882, it was purchased by the

News Publishing Company, with Watson R.

Sperry, late managing editor of the New York
Evening Post, as editor-in-chief. Mr. Conrad,

then renewed his law practice. On the 3d of

June, 1882, the Republicans achieved a victory

in the city of Wilmington, which, for the pre-

vious ten years, had been under Democratic

rule, and Mr. Conrad was elected President of

the City Council. The occasion was one of great

rejoicing, his great personal popularity having a

sensibly ameliorating effect on the opposing

party. Mr. Conrad is a man of fine presence,

and the truth, honor and thorough reliability

of his character is manifest in his countenance
and bearing. He has commenced life under

the fairest auspices, and every step is attended

with that favor that in sacred writ is declared

rather to be chosen “than great riches.” He
is an active member of Grace M. E. church.

^T^AYLOR, JAMES, TOMKINS, Farmer
and Member of the Levy Court of New
Castle county, was born on the farm

where he now resides, July 23, 1836,

being the seventh and youngest child

of Isaiah and Catherine (Garvin) Taylor. His

father, also a farmer, was born in Thoroughfare

Neck, New Castle county, March 28, 1793.
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He had but three months' schooling, but was
j

efficient member of that body. He is a trustee

a man of good judgment, great energy and
i
of the Methodist Church in Townsend. He

industry, and more than average ability. He
was for many years a steward and class-leader

in the Methodist Church. He died July 13,

1870. His marriage took place in 1820. His

wife was born in Kent county, but her father,

William Garvin, came from the city of Cork.

He was a Presbyterian, and resided on a strip

of country known as the “Alley,” near Mur-

phy's Mills, Kent county. The six elder chil-

dren of Isaiah Taylor and his wife were,

William, who died at the age of nine years
;

Mary Ann, died at the age of three years
;

was married in 1875 to Miss Sai ah Rebecca,

daughter of Captain John Smith, residing near

Centreviile, Queen Anne’s county, and sister of

Rev. John E. Smith, of the Wilmington Annual

Conference.

^-^WIGGETT, COL. WILLIAM YARD-
LEY, Postmaster at Wilmington, was

born in Seaford, March 15. 1841, being

the third son of William Hinds and Hen-

rietta Maria (Hurst) Svviggett. William

H. Suiggett was a man of considerable local

Sarah Jane, and John Henry, died in infancy reputation. He taught school in his youth,

Catherine Maria, who became the wife of
j

and was in public life for many years, holding

Peter S. Deakyne, and died in i860, her only
|

various positions in the county. He was

surviving child being Joseph Fletcher Dea- ; Recorder of Deeds for Susse.x county, clerk

kyne
;
and Wilhelmina, who married George in the Register’s office for twelve years, and

Davis Collins, near Smyrna, and died in i860,
i Assistant Provost Marshal. He was a staunch

leaving five children. The father of Isaiah
|

Whig, and one of the first to join the ranks of

Taylor was Kendall Taylor, w'ho was born
j

the new Republican party. He died in 1875

and spent his life in Thoroughfare Neck. He
1 when in his sixty-third year. His wife, as

died there in 1796, when Isaiah, who was his
;

Miss Hurst, was an accomplished young lady

only child, was three years of age. He was the
|

of Dorchester county, Md. She was a sister

son of Isaiah Allen Ta> lor, a farm.er, who was
|

of the late John Hurst, of Baltimore, and the

also born, and lived, and died, in Thoroughfare
;

preseiit Bishop Hurst, of the Methodist Epis-

Neck. He was a soldier in the Revolutionary! copal Church, is her nephew. She died at the

war, a man of intelligence and prominence in ' early age of thirty-two years, leaving a family

his time. He married a Miss Francis, of an of five children. These are now Captain Sam-
English family of New Castle county, relatives t uel A. Swiggett, a merchant at Ottumway,

of the Rothwells. He died in the latter part of Iowa
;

P'rancis C., merchant tailor at Aller-

the last century, at the age of eightj^-fivc.
1
ton, Iowa

;
Anne E., wife of Robert H. P'ord,

Mr. James T. Taylor attended the schools of of Washington, D. C.
;

Col. William Y., the

the “Levels,” and for about six months the subject of this sketch, and Ashland B. Swig-

Middletown Academy. At eighteen years of gett, of Washington. All these sons bravely

age he went for one year to the Conference served their country in the Union army during

Academy at Pennington, New Jersey, and on ' the late war
;
the eldest was captain of the

his return assisted his father in his store, and Thirty-Si.xth Iowa : an e.xcellent and coura-

superintended the farm. The store was given geous officer. He was a prisoner for eighteen

up in 1867, having been carried on ten years, months at Camp P'ord, Texas. His brother

At his father's death, being the only surviving Ashland,was wounded seven times in the bat-

child, he came in possession of the landed : tie of Antietam. Mr. William H. Swiggett

estate, which he has kept under excellent cul- ' was again married, in 1856 to Miss Ellen

tivation. The home farm contains 187 acres A. Harris. She died in 1S60, leaving him two

of valuable land, and he has also thirty acres children, who are now both residents of Iowa
;

of woodland. He has about 2,500 peach Mary B., wife of Cassius M. Green, and Cor-

trees which have been a paying interest, and nclia M., wife of Edwin Goodwin. The grand-

devotes the remainder of the farm to cereals, father of the subject of this sketch was Major

Mr. Taylor has always been a Democrat in Aaron Swiggett, who married Miss Nancy
politics and influential in that party. In 1878 Hinds, daughter of William Hinds, of Kent

he was elected a member of the Levy Court county, and niece of General Thomas Hinds, of

of New Castle county for four years, and is an Mississippi. He settled in Seaford, engaging in
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the merchant and slii[iping business,and accurn-
j

ulated a considerable fortune. He was a major in
|

the war of 1812, and wasin the battle of Lewes,
j

The coat lie wore in that fight is still in the fam-
|

ily. He died in 1828 when about forty years of I

age. He had two sons, William Hinds and
|

Levin Swigget
;

and tliree daughters, Eliza!

Ann, who married Major W. Allen, of Seaford,
|

and died in 1873, leaving seven children
;
Cor -

1

nelia, who died unmarried in 1864, and Sarah

J.,
widow of Capt. Orlando R. Martin, who died

in i860, leaving one child, Walter E. Martin,

'riie father of Aaron Swiggett, and the first

American ancestor of the famil\" was William

Swi"2'2ctt, wlio was born in Sweden about

and coming to America when a young man
settled in Caroline county, Md He m.arried

Miss Shaftesbury, and had two sons Levin

and Aaron, and three daughters. He was a

farmer in good circumstances, and lived to the

good old age of eight)’-five years, dying in 1835.

The parents of Col. William Y. Swiggett re-

moved tf^ Georgetown when he was five years

of age, and he attended the school and

academy at that place till he was seventeen,
!

He then went to Iowa, where he remained one
j

year, and returning in t859 entered the office
!

of the Georgetozun Messaiger, to learn the
|

printing trade. At this business he continued

till the breaking out of the rebellion in 1861,
j

when he was one of the first to enroll himself

for the defense of his country’s flag, and en-

listed as a private in company G, First Dela-

ware volunteers, for three months. He was
soon elected Second Lieutenant by that com-
pany, in which rank he served during the

term, guarding the railroad from Wilmington

to Baltimore. On being mustered out he assisted

in reorganizing the regiment for the three

years service and was mustered in as First

Lieutenant of company C. Two months he

spent at home, in recruiting, after which he

joined the regiment at Camp Hamilton, For-

tress Monroe, and shared its fortunes till the

battle of Antietam, in which he was severely

wounded in the hip by a musket ball, and was
borne from the field. After two months in

the hospital he rejoined his regiment, and on
the 20th of January was promoted to the

rank of Ciptain, receiving his commission
January 23, 1S62, the day following his mar-
riage. He was at that time at home on leave

of absence, but soon afterwards rejoined his

regiment at Gettysburg. He was, however,

unable to participate in the battle or to endure

the hardships of the field. He was transferred

to the veteran Reserve Corps, Oct. i, 1863, and
employed in the lighter duties of the service.

H e was first commissioned as First Lieutenant,

and on the loth of December was promoted
to a Captaincy, and was stationed at Meridian

Flill, near Washington, serving in this capacity

until ,A.pril 6, 1864, when he was mustered out

of service under general orders. He returned

home, and during the following summer as-

sisted in raising the Ninth Delaware Regiment.

When it was organized he was commissioned

Major, his commission bearing date, Sep-

tember 12, 1864. He was still suffering greatly

from his- wounds, which had not yet closed,

but he went with the regiment to Fort Dela-

ware, guarding rebel prisoners. On the 4th

of January, 1865, he was commissioned Lieu-

tenant Colonel of his regiment, which was the

same month mustered out of service by gen-

eral orders from the War Department. Colonel

Swiggetc holds eight military commissions,

beginning with a Second Lieutenancy and as-

cending to that of Lieutenant Colonel In

September of the last named year he was ap-

pointed Mail Agent on the Delaware railroad,

and removed his residence to Wilmington.

He filled this position in an efficient manner

till May, 1882, when having been appointed

Postmaster of that city by President Arthur,

he was on the fifteenth of that month con-

firmed by the United States Senate. He en-

tered upon the new task assigned him with

the same zeal and devotion to duty that has

characterized him in the different positions he

filled in the army, and the one he so recently

resigned in civil life. He is an active Republi-

can, a member of the Grand Army ofthe Repub-

lic, and was one of the originators of DuPont

Post. No 2, of Wilmington, in which he has

held all the chairs of honor. He has been As-

sistant Quartermaster General of the Depart-

ment of Delaware, and is a member of the

National Council of Administration. He is

also a member of the Knights of Pythias. He
joined the M. E. Church in February, 1869, and

is a trustee of St. Paul’s Church. Fie was mar-

ried, January 22. 1863, to Miss Charlotte E. D.

Cannon of Georgetown, daughter of Joseph K.

and Hannah (Dunning) Cannon. They have

only one child. Miss Maria Swiggett.
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„^:^ILLIAMS, JONATHAN KNIGHT,
Farmer, one mile north-west of Odessa,

was born in Cheltenham township,
A if A ^

c^v,A Montgomery county, Pa., May 25, 1S28.

His father, John Jarrett Williams, a

farmer, born in 1782, married Lydia, daughter

of Jonathan Knight, and had five children
;

four of whom survive : Mary K.
;
Thomas, a

farmer on the old homestead
;

Jonathan K.,

the subject of this sketch, and John Jay
Williams, a farmer of St. Augustine, Cecil

county, Maryland. John Jarrett Williams was

a Friend, but married out of the Society, and

was disciplined
;

still he always adhered to

that faith, hie died in November, 1851, in

his sixty-ninth year. His father, Anthony
Williams, was a rigid member of the Society

of Friends. The English tried to force him
into the ranks of the British army during the

Revolutionary war
;
he was severely threat-

ened and the heaviest pressure was brought

to bear upon him, but he did not yield. He
married Rachel Jarrett, of a numerous and

highly respected family in that county. She

was also a Friend. The Williams family were

of Welsh descent, among the early settlers

of Pennsylvania, and have been in all their

generations, an industrious, thriving and

highly respected people. The subject of

this sketch attended the common schools till

the age of fifteen, when he was sent for four

winters to boarding schools of the I'riends' So-

ciety at Clermont and at Byberry, and after-

wards attended for one session the Friends
1

Academy at Alexandria,Va ,receiving at these

schools a good mathematical and English edu-

cation. He was then engaged on the home farm I

till the spring of 1852,when he removed toDela-
j

ware and settled on the farm which has now
been his home for nearly thirty years. It con- !

sists of 300 acres of tillable land which is
|

mainly devoted to wheat and corn, though he

has also a great deal of fruit, and at one time
|

had ten thousand peach trees in bearing. Mr.
|

Williams also bought in 1871 the Mapleton

estate, and in 1876 the Foard farm, on the !

road from Middletown to Odessa. He pays '

considerable attention to st';ck, raising horses,
;

cattle, etc
,
and keeps all his lands in a good

1

state of cultivation. He is enterprising and ’

intelligent, and highly regarded in the com-
|

munity. He is a Republican in politics, and

was a staunch friend of the Union during the
|

war. He is a prominent and influential mem
ber of the Methodist Church in Odessa, with

which he united in 1S68, and in which he is

both trustee and steward. Mr. Williams was
married in September, 1853, to Miss Fannie,

daughter of Jacob and Margaret T'o.k ) Shall-

cross, of Philadelphia, and sister of Serick

Shallcross. They have had eight children ;

Lydia, who married Mr. Leonard Aspril, of

Odessa; John J., died in 1856, at the age of

fifteen months
;
Margaret Shallcross

;
Alary

Knight
;
Adaline Evans, died in 1865, in her

fifth year; John Jay, died in 1863, aged one
year; Fannie Shallcross, and Bessie C. Williams.

rAT AN BURKALOW, MOSES SIPPLE,
Merchant of Magnolia, was born in North

Murderkill hundred, January 19, 1831.

His father, John Van Burkalow,a farmer,

^ was a most excellent man. He was a

patriot, and served his country during the Rev-

loution, entering the American army at the

age of eighteen, and served to the close of the

war, a period of four years. He was four times

married, but had no children by his first and

second marriages. By his third wife, Alary

Turley, he had several children, and in 1829

he married Miss Ruth, daughter of Moses

Sipple of Kent county, and sister of the late

Caleb H. Sipple, of Dover. By her he had

four children
;
Moses Sipple

;
Hannah Ann,

deceased
;
Hettie S., widow of Joseph Hare-

grov^e, of Seaford, and Eliza H., wife of

Thomas E. Cottingham. John Van Burkalow
died in 1842, at the age of eighty-four. He
had been for sixty years a member of the

Alethodist Church. His father Came from the

north of England, about the middle of the sev-

enteenth century, and settled in New Castle

county. Mr. Van Burkalow attended the good

common schools of his neighborhood till he

was seventeen years of age, after which he was

engaged in farming for ten years. In 1851 he

purchased a farm in the suburbs of Camden,
which he sold in 1856, and bought “ the Cy-
press,” a farm of 130 acres, two miles from

Magnolia, on the Camden road. Here he

lived but one year, and in 1858 sold the land

and entered into mercantile pursuits in Mag-
nolia, in which he has since been ensra^ed.

Besides merchandise proper, he has also dealt

to a considerable e.xtent in grain, produce,

wood, bark, lumber and coal, which he has
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mostly shipped in his own vessels to and from

Magnolia to the large cities ct the North. He
has also dealt extensively in real estate

;
buy-

ing and selling farms in his vicinity. His

store in Magnolia is now conducted under the

firm name of William M. Prouse & Co., Mr.

Prouse being his son-in law, and Mr. VanBurk-

alovv having for some time been gradual!)' with-

drawing from active business. In politics

he is a conservative Democrat and was a strong

Union man during the war. In the fall of i 880 he

was elected to the Legislature, and was active

and prominent in the session of 1881. He was

made a Master Mason, at Temple Lodge,

Miilord, in 1867. Mr. Van Burkalow united

with the Methodist Church in 1844, at the age

of thirteen, and at sixteen years of age was

licensed to exhort, having from that time

maintained this relation to the church. He has

filled all the lay offices, and is a leading mem-
ber in the church of his denomination in Mag-

nolia. He was married in 1851 to Miss Mar-

garet Maria, daughter of Benjamin and Cather-

erine (Swiggett) Townsend, of Camden, i heir

children have been si.x in number : Ruth Sip-

ple, who died in 1869, at the age of seventeen;

Keturah Swiggett, wife of William M. Prouse,

merchant at Magnolia
;
Hattie Sipple, wife of

John J. Conner, farmer, near Magnolia
;
Mosena,

wife of Rev E. C. MacNichol, of the Wilming-

ton Conference
;
John, who died at the age of

three years, and Caleb Sipple, a son of much
promise, now in his twentieth year.

^t^^ASSEY, GEO. V., Lawyer and Sol-

born in Chester county, Pa
,

in 1841, removed to Delaware in 1849,

living for one year at Newark. He
afterward resided for several years at

Elkton, Maryland. He removed to Dover in

1855, where he has since resided. He has been

constantly engaged in the practice of the law

since 1865. Has never had any public office.

He was in. the army for two years during the

war, in the Adjutant Generals and Inspector

Generals Departments, respectively.

OUGLASS, COL. HENRY CLAY,
Grain Dealer of Clayton and Sm) rna,

was born at Federalsburg, Md. in 1830. I

His father was Joseph H. Douglass,
i

who was in early life a farmer, and later,
j

a justice of the peace. He was several times
j

a member of the Legislature of Maryland, and

died in 1S31, aged nearl)' fifty years. His

mother was Charlotte, daughter of James Wil-

son of Dorchester connty. Her ancestors

were among the earliest settlers and land

owners in that county. She died in 1861 in

the 66th year -of her age. Mr. Douglass at-

tended a district school until the age of four-

teen, when he became a clerk in the store of

Hon. Jacob Charles, a well known and greatly

respected citizen of Federalsburg. After

reaching the age of twenty-one he was for

three years a clerk in Seaford. He was next

a clerk for Governor William Cannon and was

in his family for two years. During the time

Mr. Cannon was State Treasurer he had charge

of his mercantile business to a great extent.

In [856 he was appointed by Governor Causey

an aid on his staff with the rank of Colonel,

and the same year was nominated by the

American party as a candidate for the State

Legislature. The entire ticket was defeated,

yet Colonel Douglass led his ticket by three

hundred voles. January i, 1837, he ari-

pointed ticket and freight agent for Smyrna
station, now Clayton, on the Delaware rail-

road. In 1863 he was elected on the Demo-
cratic ticket to the House of Representatives,

when he resigned his position as agent. At
the expiration of the session he returned to

Clayton and established himself as a grain

merchant, commencing in 1866 and continuing

to the present time. He has been by far the

largest buyer of grain on the extended line of

the Delaware railroad
;
his business steadily

increasing in all these years and now aggre-

gates many thousand bushels per annum. It is

a business which is beset with peculiar hazards

on account of the frequent fluctuations in the

market,and requires great judgment and watch-

fulness to be safely conducted. These qualities

are possessed by Colonel Douglass in an emi-

nent degree, as shown by his e.xperience of

nearly twenty years, in which he has not only

enjoyed financial prosperity, but won the con •

fidence and friendship ol his thousands of pa-

trons in Delaware and Maryland. It was

mainly through the agency of Col. Douglass

that the telegraph facilities now enjoyed by

Smyrna were secured to that town, in 1874.

He took a large interest in the building of the

branch railroad from Clayton to Sm>rna,

which was placed in running order in 1865.
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He was one of the incorporators of the Fruit

!

Growers National Bank of Smyrna and is at

present one of its directors. He was united in !

marriage on the 24th of August, 1859, to Miss
;

Kate Hanson, daughter of Colonel David '

Lockwood of Smyrna. Two children survive
;

of this marriage; Henry Lockwood and Kate

Russell Douglass.

J't&OORE, JOHN, Farmer, was born Oct.

22, 1826, on the old homestead farm,
j

“ Fairview,” in Kent county, where he 1

now resides. His father, Thomas :

~^'iD ^ 1

Moore, was also a farmer. His first
j

wife was Sarah, daughter of William. Mafifett,
|

of Kent county, by whom he had four children,
j

all now living
;
John, the subject of this sketch;

William H.; Andrew H., and Susan, now Mrs.

Davdd Boggs, of Kent. Mrs. Moore died in

1849, at the age of forty-nine. Mr. Moore next

married Mary Farrow, by whom he had also

three sons and one daughter, their names being

Francis A.. Thomas F., Daniel G. and Rebecca

C. The father of Mr. Thomas Moore was

John Moore, also a farmer, in the same locality.

He married Susan Green, and raised a family

of six sons and one daughter. As far back as

the family can be traced they have been resi-

dents of Kent county, and were undoubtedly

among the early colonial settlers. Mr. Moore
attended the public schools of the neighbor-

hood in the winter season only, after reaching

the age of twelve years, from which time he

worked regularly on the farm, plowing and

doing much other w'ork quite beyond his

strength
;
but he has always been exceedingly

fond of reading, and in this way has become

one of the best informed men of his locality.

On attaining his majority he spent two years

in traveling through several of the northern

and surrounding states. Returning home he

was in 1850 made Collector of Little Creek

hundred for one year, after which he was, for

the same length of time, clerk in a store in

Leipsic. He then commenced mercantile life

on his own account at Shawn’s Crossroads,

since known as Moore’s Corners. This busi-

ness he continued prosperously till 1862, when

he sold it to his brother. He then bought a

lot and built a house in Leipsic, where he for

a time resided. Fie had, on coming to Shawn’s

Crossroads, bought ten acres of land as a be-

ginning, and in i860, purchased “Fairview,”

where he now resides, containing one hundred
and forty-five acres. To this he added in 1S68

one hundred and twenty-two acres, near

Moore’s Corners. He has put up a good house,

commodious barns, and other buildings, flis

peach trees, five thousand in number, have

been very profitable, as well as his apples and

pears, grapes, and four acres in small fruits..

The rest of the farm is devoted to wheat, grain

and stock. Mr. Moore was formerly an old

line Whig, afterwards he became a Republican,

and an earnest supporter of that party. He
was an ardent patriot and Union man during

the war, and is at all times active and inter-

ested for his party. By the force of his intel-

ligence. and the earnestness of his character,

he exerts a wide influence in his locality. He
was married, April 27, 1853, to Miss Mary
Jane,daughter of Clement and Grace (Wharton)

Nowell. They have had nine children, of whom
six survive : Thomas Clayton

;
Elma Nowell

;

Flester Jane
;
Lillie May

;
Henry Winter Davis

and Arabelle Moore.

,'^OTHWELL, GIDEON EMORY, a

Farmer of Blackbird hundred, was born

jd’c
the 1st of August 1817, in New Castle

county. His father was Major William

Rothwell, of the “Levels,” a large land-

holder and an influential citizen of the State.

The Rothwells are of English ancestry. His

mother was Miss Ann, daughter of Gideon

Emory, of Thoroughfare Neck. The subject

of this sketch received his education princi-

pally at the schools in Thoroughfaie Neck.

He went to reside with his grandfather in boy-

hood, and remained with him until he was

nineteen years of age. He then returned to

the “Levels,” and resided with his father until

he reached his twenty-si.xth year, when he

engaged in the business of farming on the old

homestead farm of Major Rothwell, which

contained 500 acres. In 1850 Mr. Rothwell

purchased from Governor John Clark the

farm known as “New Bristol,” situated near

the town of Smyrna, where he has resided

ever since. He is a large fruit grower, to

which he has given his attention since i860,

at which time he planted 4,500 peach trees,

which number has been greatly increased. In

1869 he shipped 24,500 baskets of peaches

from his farm, which were sent out of the

Smyrna Creek to Northern markets. Mr.
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Rothwell has been a large grower of sweet
|

potato plants, and has supplied hundreds of i

thousands of plants to his neighbors and

farmers through the county and State, for

which he receiv'ed 25 cents per hundreiJ. He
had grown and shipped from liis farm in one

year 500 bushels of gooseberries, he being

among the earliest engaging in this business

in New Castle county. Apples and pears have

not done well for him, but in the cultivation

of other fruits he has been very successful.

Mr. Rothwell was reared an old line Whig,

and acted with that part}' while it had an ex-

istence. He has never held political office,

and has had no desire to do so
;
since the war I

he has acted with the Democratic party. He
j

was united in marriage to Miss Catherine,

daughter of George Collins, on the 9th of

January, 1S45. There have been nine children

of this marriage: George E, a farmer of Black-

bird hundred
;

Henrietta, now wife of Dr.

George C. Borst of Pennsylvania
;

Anna
Emory. Mary Matilda. Kate. William. Benja-

min F., Maggie C. and Lydia R., all living.

AUDAIN, MAJ. ELIAS, was of Hugue-
>10^ ancestry, being descended from Elias

Naudain.who was born in Poitou, France

in 1655, and who fled to London in 1680,

with his wife, Gahel Armand and three

children, on account of the religious persecu-

tions preceding the revocation of the Edict of

Nantes. The records of that city show, under

date of March 8, 1682, that he became a Brit-

ish subject by naturalization. A son and a

daughter were born in London, and these were

baptized, in 1686, in the French Church in

Threadneedle street, that being the first of i

the Huguenot congregation in England. This

last son Elias, who was born in 1684, emigrated
I

very early in the eighteenth century to the
'

American Plantations. He purchased a large

tract of land on Blackbird Creek, in New Cas-

tle county, and built there, about 1715, a spa-

cious brick mansion, which is in good preser-

vation to this day. This property is now

owned by the heirs of a great-granddaughter

of the builder, a sister of the subject of this

sketch. This emigrant appears to have been

a man of prominence and high character in

the community. His name occurs as one of
|

the subscribers to aid in building Drawyer’s

Presbyterian Church, near Odessa, in 1711.
j

He held the position of Elder in that congre-

gation, and was selected as a lay member of

the first Synod of tlie Presbyterian Church,

which was convened at Philadelphia. Little

is known of the circumstances or the precise

date of his marriage, e.xcept that his wife’s

name was Lydia. They were the parents of

seven children
;
of these, Elias was born in

1712, and Arnold in 1723. The latter married,

in 1751, Catharine Alfree, who was then aged

seventeen
;
and both of these died on the 6th

of August. 1796. Their children were named
Elias, Arnold, John, Andrew, Mary, Lydia,

Rachel and Rebecca. Andrew, the fourth

son, was born October 27, 1758. He settled

in Kent county, at what has since been known
as Naudain’s Landing. On March 30, 1786,

he married Rebecca Snow, whose family is said

to have settled in Maryland in 1635. She in-

herited an estate of some three hundred acres

on which the two spent their lives and were

buried. Andrew engaged in farming, and in

merchandising also, and by his industry accu-

mulated an ample estate. He was careful to

give each of his children an education suited

to their rank in life, and to the pursuit of a

career adapted to their respective talents. His

position in the community was one of influence

for good Like his father and grandfather, he

was an Elder in the Presbyterian Church.

Elias Naudain, the subject of this sketch, was

one of the eleven children, and the 'second

son of Andrew and Rebecca Snow Naudain.

He was born on January 16, 1795, and died on

March 12, 1849. He resided always upon the

domain left to him by his fat’ner, cherishing to

his last hour the associations of his boyhood,

and a fondness for agriculture, as is attested

by the fact that he left behind him the best

improved lands in Kent. He was a man of

singular excellence and purity of character.

He never sought a public office, }'et the gen-

eral esteem in which he was held led to his

selection at various times to fill posts of trust.

He was elected a member of the lower House

of Assembly, for the session that opened, at

Dover, January 3, 1826
;
and at that same ses-

sion his brother Arnold, who was a deputy

from New Castle county, was chosen speaker.

March 13, 1827, he was commissioned First

Major of the Fourth Regiment of Militia, by

Governor Payntcr
;

and he held that office

until the repeal of the Militia law. At the
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election held in 1832, for the purpo.se of choos-

ing delegates to the Convention to revise the

Constitution of 1792, he was selected front

Kent county as a member of that body, and

discharged the duties devolving upon him with

ability and with an intelligent comprehension

of the delicate questions involved. The evi-

dence of the value of the work of this Con-

vention is found in the fact that, although it

was performed nearly fifty years ago, it has

never been necessary to amend it except in

the matter of holding elections. He was after-

wards twice elected to a seat in the General

Assembly of the State, the last time to the

Senate, where he was in constant attendance.

He was here distinguished by his dev'otion to

his duties, and by a wise and constant regard
|

for the public welfare. With him, honesty of
I

purpose and frankness of expression were
t

necessary allies, and this trait was so con-

spicuous that it was a common saying

‘‘whatever Elias Naudain says you may rely

upon." During the period between 1820 and

1830 he filled the office of Justice of the Peace

in Leipsic, in 1-ittle Creek hundred, and

administered its affairs with the probity, and

success which his high character justified his

friends in e.xpecting. He married in his

twenty-fourth year, Lydia, one of the daugh-

ters of Ur. James Jones, of Kent county, but

originally from the “Welsh Tract” in New 1

Castle county, he being of Welsh descent.
'

Dr. Jones had been a surgeon in the Revolu-
'

tionary army, and served under Washington ^

at Valley Forge
;
later in life he became a

j

Baptist preacher. Four children were born of'

the above marriage: Rebecca, Andrew, James, '

and Arnold
;
but all died in infancy except the i

first named : she is now the wife of Robert H.
j

Moor, Esq., of Philadelphia. Mrs. Lydia Nau-
|

dain died in 1826; and in 1828 Elias wedded f

Margaret Pettigrew Millichop, of Milford.
;

They had seven children
: James M., Arnold, *

Matilda, Catharine, Elias, Margaret, and !

Sarah Green, all of whom, except the third
j

who died in childhood, are living. Catherine
'

married Dr. Alexander Hardcastle, of “Castle
,

Hall,” Caroline county, Md , and Margaret ‘

wedded M. Laird Simons, Esq., an editor of|

Philadelphia. Elias the sixth son of the sub- I

ject of this sketch is the fifth of that name in

immediate succession from the P'ronch refugee,

and it is continued to the seventh generation
|

by two grandsons and a great-grandson. The
widow of Major Elias Naudain, is still living

(18S0). He was a man of most courteous and

agreeble manners, the natural outgrowth of a

true and manly heart. A Christian and an

elder, his name should long be cherished as

one of the worthiest of the sons of the ancient

Delaware State.

2̂ ASE, CHARLES CURTIS, farmer of

South Murderkill hundred, was born

Mav 10, 18^6, in Kent county. His
Y^

...--•g'' May 10, 1836, in Kent county.

^^7 - Gther, William Case, a farmer of that

(D hundred, was a man of integrity and a

member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

He died March 2t, 1S77, in his 71st year. His

mother was Elizabeth, daughter of Curtis

Cordry of Kent county; he died in 1856. His

grandfather was Charles Case.a farmer of the

lower part of Kent county. The Case family

is of Irish origin and were among the early

settlers of the State. Mr. Case’s early life

was spent on the farm, and his education was

obtained at the public school at Pratt's Drancti.

At the age of eighteen he was apprenticed to

learn the trade of a house carpenter, after

which he followed this business for five years,

when he began the pursuit of agriculture, rent

-

ing farms till 1875, when he removed to the

old Harrington farm, which he had purchased

in 1874. This estate contains 128 acres, prin-

cipally devoted to grain. He has had as many
as I400 Peach trees in bearing at one time on

this farm, but as they have not been profitable,

he has nearly abandoned the culture of fruit.

In 1874 Mr. Case began to improve his land

which was vety poor, but is now in a good
state of cultivation. He is a man of intelli-

gence and one of the most enterprising and

successful farmers of the State. He is a Dem-
ocrat in politics, and has inherited his prefer-

ences, his father and grandfather having been

members of that party. He joined the M. E.

church when he was seventeen years of age,

is a teacher of the Bible Class, and has been

superintendent of the Sunday School for five

years. He is an active member of his church,

and has the confidence of the community in

which he resides. He was married, Jan , 19,

1858, to Miss Emily, daughter of James C.

Anderson, of Felton. Their chilJren are

William C., Virginia E., Henry R., Joseph C.,

Sarah H., and Bertha E. Case.
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^^^ICHARDSON, ALLEN BRADFORD,
k )

Packer of canned meats, fruits and

vegetables, Dover, was born in Soutli

Reading, (now Wakefield,) Massa-

(27^ chusetts, September 27, 1825. He was

a son of Dr. Nathan Richardson, a distinguished

physician of New England, fifty years ago,

and who died in 1837, in the 56th year of his

age. His mother was a daughter of Mr.

Solomon Alden, whose ancestor, John Alden,

came over in the Mayfiower. She was the

second wife of Dr. Richardson, and bore him

seven children, the eldest three of whom are

now living. She died in 1832. Dr. S. O.

Richardson (of the “Sherry-Wine Bitters”

fame) was a half brother, and he died in 1873.

aged 63. A younger brother was Nathan.

Richardson, the author of the popular work,

“Richardson’s New Method for the Piano-

Forte.” He died in Paris, in 1859, at the age

of 32, and is buried at Warren, Mass. His

widow is still living. Mr. A. B. Richardson

ctLlendcd the public schools of his nat'"'/'* town

until his eleventh year, and Phillips’ Academy,
in Andover, six months, when his father dying

his school days ended. After residing two

years with George Flint, Esq., of North Read-

ing, a gentleman farmer, he went to New Bed-

ford and bound himself an apprentice for

seven years to a manufacturer of tin-ware

goods. While serving in this capacity he

developed a taste for machinery and inven-

tion, and during his spare hours manufactured

a miniature locomotive, tender, and train of

cars, all in complete working order, which

attracted considerable notice at that time.

At the termination of his apprenticeship he

remained one year longer, as foreman, and

then went into the same business for himself,

which he carried on very successfully about

three years At the age of twenty-three he

married Miss Lucy M., daughter of Silas

Stetson, PAq., of New Bedford, a lineal de-

scendant of Elizabeth Penn, sister of William

Penn, (see Genealogical Record at the close

of this sketch.) One son was born to them,

Harry Alden Richardson', now a partner with

his father in the business of fruit packing,

etc. In 1849 Ml"- Richardson left New Bed-

ford and went to Wilmington, Delaware, and
continued the tin-ware, stove and furnace

business, taking into partnership his brother-

in-law, Mr. George M. Stetson, the style of

44

the firm being A. B. Richardson R; Co. They
were the first to send out tin-ware peddlers in

this State. After two years the firm moved to

Camden, where they continued in the same
business about two years and a half longer,

when the firm was dissolved, by mutual

consent; Mr. Stetson remaining in Cam-
den, and Mr. Richardson going to Dover,

where he became associated in business

with Mr. James W. Robbins, formerly

of North Granville, Washington county,

New \"ork, under the firm name of Richardson

and Robbins, which continued twenty-one

years, until the death of Mr. Robbins, in 1876.

This firm early commenced the Fruit Packing-

business,an account of which is published in this

volume. During their long business connections,

Mr. Robbins resided in the family of his partner,

and he showed his appreciation of their mu-
tual friendship, by leaving Mrs. Richardson a

share of his property equal to that given to

each of his brothers and sisters. According

to his request, the firm namie of Richardson

and Robbins will never be changed, as he had
devoted the best years of his life with IMr.

Richardson in making the name of their firm

an honorable one, and one of which the}' are

justly proud. At the death of Mr. Robbins, Harry

A. Richardson became a partner with his father,

he having earned the right to the position by

several years’ faithful service and efficiency,

with a display of good business talents, that

served to guarantee the continued success of

the firm. The ingenuity early displayed by

Mr. Richardson has been of great service to

the firm, during the years they were building

up their well-earned reputation. Many of the

numerous labor-saving machines and con-

trivances now in use by Messrs. Richardson

and Robbins, and also by other establishments

in the same line of business, were invented and

patented by Mr. Richardson. In the summer
of 1881, the building so. long occupied by the

firm, with its several additions that w«re nec-

essary to meet the increasing requiremeuts of

their business, was demolished to give place

to the large and elegant hotel, known as
’

“ Hotel Richardson,” which is strictly first

class, with all the conveniences possessed by

the best houses in the Union. The very great

increase of the business of Richardson and

Robbins compelled the erection of a factory

sufficiently large to accommodate their trade.
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and it is now in successful operation a short

distance from thier former stand. Mr. Rich-

ardson is pre.sident of the Dover Gas Light

company, and has been a director of the

First National Bank of Dover since its organi-

zation. He has always shown a lively interest

in the welfare and prosperity of the town. His

son, Harry A. Richardson, married, May 6,

1874, Priscilla H., daughter of William Walker,

of Dover. They have three children : x^lden

B., William W.. and Luc\' S Richardson. The
family record of Mrs. A. B Richardson is as

follows : William Hammond, born in London,

married Elizabeth Penn, sister of Sir William

Penn, an Admiral in the British Navy, and

father of William Penn, the Quaker and foun-

der of the Pennsylvania colony. William

Hammond died leaving his wife with one son

and three daughters. Elizabeth Hammond
with her children and many other persons who
had Mr. John Lathrop for their minister, left

England in troublesome times and came over

to Boston, in 1634. Elizabeth H?>atmon(1 w.is

esteemed for her piety. She died in Boston in

1640 ;
Benjamin, her son, removed to Sand-

wich, and married Mary Vincent
;

had five

children
;
John, his son, married Mary Arnold,

who had ten children. Their son, Rowland,

married Anna Winslow, had two sons
;
George

Hammond, their son, married Lucy Sturte-

vanl, had si.x children
;
Hannah, their daugh-

ter married Ellis IMendall, had nine children
;

Mary, Lucy, Seth, George, John, Hannah,

Anna, Ellis and Lydia. Mary, their daughter,,

married Silas Stetson, had nine children
;

George, Henry, Lucy, (deceased,) Silas, Mary,

Lucy M., Thomas, Bessie and Hannah Their

daughter, Lucy M., married Alden B. Rich-

ardson, the subject of this sketch.

CORE, JOHN ADAMS, Retired Phy-

Felton, was born in Fred-

erica, Kent county, November 6, 1823.
N

/ father, Thomas Jefferson Moore,

was a merchant and farmer, and filled

positions of public trust and honor in his state,

and was at the time of his death in 1859, a

member of the State Senate. His mother’s

maiden name was Johnson. Her father was

John Johnson, a man universally esteemed for

his benevolent and Christian character. The

father of Thomas Jefferson Moore was Vincent

Moore, also a farmer and merchant, and a

man of remarkable business enterprise and
sagacity, who died in 1828, leaving a large

landed estate. Dr. Moore was educated in the

public schools under good teachers. He early

learned industrious habits, and did his share,

as a boy, of work in the store and on the

farm. After arriving at manhood, he was
mainly engaged in teaching and in the

charge of his father’s store, until, January 1848,

when he was appointed by Governor Tharp
Clerk of the Orphan’s Court and Register in

Cliancery, for Kent county, for the term of

five years. He performed the duties of this

office to the satisfaction of the court, the bar,

and the community. In addition to his own
official duties, he assisted materially in the

work of,some of the other public offices, par-

ticulary in the office of the Secretary of State.

When the late Chancellor Bates, then Secre-

tar\' of State,removed from Dov'er to Wilmine-
ton, he left that office in his charge, during

which time he completed a neat and elaborate

index to the executive records, there having
been none up to that time. During his term
of office, he studied medicine with the late

Dr. Gove Saulsbury. In October, 1852, he

resigned his office to attend his second course

of medical lectures (having already attended

the course of 1851-2) at the L’niversit}' of

Pennsylvania Immediately on his gradua-

tion in the spring of 1853, he located in

Smyrna, where he continued in the successful

practice of his profession for nine years. In

1862, on account of failing health and his ap-

pointment as administrator of his father’s

estate, he removed to Felton Since that time

he has devoted himself principally to agricul-

tural pursuits, in which he has been enterpris-

ing and successful. In politics he has been a

Democrat, and was at one time very active,

wielding considerable influence in his party.

In i860 he was elected on the Democratic

ticket a member of the House of Representa-

tives, and served in those stirring times through

the regular and extra sessions of the legisla-

ture. His course in that body was conserva-

tive, and opposed to all measures of an extreme

political, or sectional character. He was from

the first opposed to secession, and had the

honor of offering the resolution which was

adopted, condemning that movement in the

Soutliern States. He also wrote and delivered

the valedictory address of the House of Rep-
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resentatives His whole course was charac- I

terized by the conscientious and faithful per-

formance -of his duties. In 1856 he married

Martha A., daughter of Bassett Ferguson, of

New Castle county. Of this marriage there

were three children, of whom Jefferson, the

youngest, a \'outh of remarkable promise, died

in 1879, in the sixteenth year of his age.

Although far from being a robust man, Dr

Moore has led a most industrious and useful

life. He has been zealous in his efforts to pro-

mote the educational interests of his commu-
nity, and was one of the most liberal founders

,

and supporters of Fe'.ton Seminar}'. He is an

active and official member of the Methodist
1

Episcopal church. In all his business and pro
;

fessional relations he has been closely and ^

earnestly devoted to duty. Fie occupies a

high place in the esteem and confidence of the :

community in which he was reared, and in

which he has spent so large a proportion of an
,

honorable life. i

RON, POWELL. F'armer near Hazlett- :

A'i vilie, w'as born in West Dover hundred,
|

^ V December 19, 1S24. His father, William

Aron, also a farmer, was born and
'

oh passed his life in the same locality. He :

died in 1858, at the age of sixty-nine. His

first wife, the mother of the subject of our,

sketch, was Mrs. Ann, widow of George Sew-
ard. She died in 1840, leaving ten children,

eight of wliom grew to maturity. He next

married Hester, daughter of John Slay, by,

whom he had four children. He was a man of

very excellent and decided character
;
his word

was his bond. He became a Christian in early

life, and was for many years a class-leader in

the M. E. Church. Mr Powell Aron attended

the common schools during his bo} hood. He
became a well read man, largely self edu-

cated, and was one of the most intelligent

citizens of his locality. He remained with his

father, assisting upon the farm, until he was

twenty-three years of age, when he mar-

ried and settled on a farm belonging to his

father-in-law. In 1859, his father having died,

he bought from the other heirs, one hundred

and twenty acres of the family homestead, the

Lockwood farm, as it was called, and some
years later had under his control the whole

estate, comsisting of two hundred and six

acres. He had at one time three thousand

peach trees, which were profitable, also apples,

pears, and small fruits. Most of his farm was
devoted to wheat and corn. He was a suc-

cessful farmer, and highly respected in the

community. Mr. Aron was trained in the

ranks of tlie old Whig party. During the war
he was a staunch supporter of the Union cause.

He enlisted in the Si.xth Delaware Regiment,

United States Volunteers, and was Second
Lieutenant of Company G. He served with

that regiment, guarding the Philadelphia,

Wilmington, & Baltimore Railroad, and the

Confederate prisoners at Fort Delaware, until

mustered out of service. He was, in his lo-

cality, a leader in the Republican party, and
was a candidate for the Legislature, and also

for the Levy Court of Kent county, but his

party was in the minority. He was for several

years a trustee, and President of the Sunday
School Board in the Methodist Church, with

which he united in 1856. He was married, in

1848, to Miss Martha, daughter of John and
Hester (Kersey) Green, by whom he had ten

children
;
Hannah, wife of William Hallowed,

of Bridgeville
;
John ;

William
;
Mary

;
Hester ;

Charles Henry
;
James Powell

;
Emma

;
Addie

;

Thomas
;
and Martha. Mr. Aron died, after a

short illness, February 16, 1882. He met death

with composure, and trustful and happy assur-

ance. His sudden removal is a great loss to

his family, and the community.

(^^^piYGERT, JOHN E., Phosphate Manu-
facturer of Smyrna, was born May 22,

1844, in Albany county. New York, the

home of his family for several genera-

(1)' tions. His parents were Frederick J.

and Ellen (Jewett) Tygert. Frederick J. Tygert

was a farmer and leading citizen of Guilderland

township, and held various offices of trust by

the favor of his fellow citizens. He was a

prominent member and office bearer in the M.

E. church and many years S. S. Superintendent.

He removed to Kent county, Delaware, where

he joined his son John E. who'had preceded

him, and died soon after, February 28, 1873, in

is 56th year. His widovt’ is still living. John

E. Tygert received a good common school

education, and from 16 to 18 years of age took

the principal charge of the farm. In 1862 he

enlisted in Company H, 177th New York

volunteers, and served with General Banks on

the Mississippi from the Gulf to Port Hudson,
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returnin;^ b.ome at the expiration of his term I

of service with greatly impaired health. When
sufficiently recovered he traveled west through

Illinois and Iowa. He returned home in 1865,

still suffering greatly from an affection of his

eyes which from that time have given him much
trouble. In the winter of that year he came
to Delaware and purchasing a tract of wood-
land near Harrington, engaged in clearing it

of timber and wood. He came into possession

of a farm near that town and here his father

joined him and soon after died. About this

time he engaged in the manufacture of Phos-

phate and associated with him his brother. J.E

Tygert & Co., are now widely known as the

manufacturers of the Star Bone Phosphate, an

article which has obtained for them a wide

reputation Of this industry, which was com-
|

menced at Harrington and afterward removed
I

to Smyrna, a sketch and an engraving will be
j

found in this volume. John E. Tygert is a
1

man of fine business talents, and has made a
j

succe.ss of the industry to which he has de'^rited 1

himself. He has been twice married
;

first, in
!

1869, to Miss Mary Dunham, of Schuylerville,

New York. She died in 1874, leaving one child,

Edgar Tygert. On the 6th of March, 1878, he

married Miss Mary Doughten of Smyrna.

TOCKLEY, JOHN CLARK, Grain

Merchant of Smyrna, was born July 9,

1835. The geneaology of the family,and

a very interesting sketch of his father,

cVV Ayres Stockley, is given, previously, in

this volume. John C. Stockley was educated

at one of the first select schools in Wilming-

ton, and at Delaware College. He became, in

1855, a civil engineer on the Delaware rail-

road, and was thus engaged for about a year,

after which he was a clerk in the Bank of

Smyrna for four years. Following this he was

again for a tew months a civil engineer on the

Junction and Breakwater Railroad. From i860

to 1864 he was cashier of the office of Discount

and Deposit of the Bank of Smyrna, at Mil-

ford. Delaware. He then removed to Smyrna,

and forming a partnership with his brother,

Ayres Holmes Stockley, engaged in the grain

commission business, which he still continues.

His brother died, April 20, 1874. Mr. Stockley

was elected a director of the bank of Smyrna
in 1864, and held the position for ten years.

He succeeded his father as Secretary of th

Chesapeake and Delaware Bay Railroad, con-

tinuing in this office till 1876. For over

twelve years he was President of the Smyrna
Library Association,one ofthe largest and most

valuable libraries in the state. These impor-

tant trusts well indicate the estimation in which

he is held by his fellow townsmen. Hewasmar-
ried in 1875, to Miss Lucy Eleanora, only child

of Dr, William Daniels of Smyrna. They have

one child, Margaret Caroline Stockley.

YNSON, GARRETT L., Farmer of

^‘Tord hundred, was born July 26,

1829. H is father was Rev. Matthew
M. Hynson, a distinguished Baptist

clergyman, of Milford, who died in

1834. His mother, Ann (Beswick) Hynson,

was a devout Christian, and died in 1856.

Three children of this marriage grew to

maturity. Garrett L., George B., of Philadel-

phia, and Anna, now Mrs. George Plowman,

of Philadelphia. The Hynson family are

natives of M-^ryland. and are among the most

influential citizens of Kent county, in that

State. The subject of this sketch was reared

upon the farm and attended the schools of his

vicinity principally in winter, until he gained

his majority. At the age of twenty-one he fol-

lowed the sea for two years, trading from

Philadelphia to New England ports. He be-

came mate of the schooner “James P. Fisher”

in 1851, which was wrecked on the coast of

New Jersey, January 3, 1852. The Captain

and steward were lost and Mr. Hynson was

saved by swimming ashore, after being in the

rigging for over eight hours. From the

effects of that exposure Mr. Hynson has

never fully recovered. In 1856 he began farm-

ing in Milford hundred, which he continued for

two years, when he removed to Illinois, remain-

ing for two years. Upon his return home he be-

came Master of the Schooner “James S. Buck-

master,” and was employed in the coasting

trade until 1861, when he resumed the occu-

pation of a farmer, and afterward took charge

of a steam saw mill in Maryland. He ran

this mill in connection with a farm upon which

it was built. In 1867 he removed to the home
of his boyhood, where he has since continued

to reside. This farm contains 165 acres,

and is devoted to grain and stock raising. Mr.

Hynson is a Republican in politics, and was a

decided Union man during the war. He re-
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ceived the nomination of his party for the

Legislature (1874) but was not elected, his

party being in the minority. He is a member
of Excelsior Grange, No. 8, Patrons of Hus-

bandry, and was elected its first Master. He
became a miember of the Laws' Methodist

Episcopal Church in 1874, and has served as

superintendent of the Sunday School for three

years As an agriculturist he has been success-

ful, and is a man of intelligence and character.

He was married January 3, 1854, to Mrs. Ellen

P., widow of John T. Anderson, of iVIilford

hundred, and daughter of Shadrach Postles.

Their children are Henry L., of the “Peninsula

News and Advertizer,” of Miltord
;

Anna,

Charles P., George B., Margaret A., and Gar-

rett P. Hynson.

I

Church, of which his wife was a devoted mem-
, ber, and he died in that faith. May 12, 1S77.

i He was gentle in disposition and plain and
' unassuming in manners, but he was strong in

i his convictions, upright in life, and was pos-

sessed of a sterling integrity of character that

won the esteem of the community in which he

lived.

late

Sharps-

^f''T^cINALL, EDWARD, Apothecary,

of Wilmington, was born at Sha

^'li^l^town, Salem county, N. J.,
November,

22, 1825. His parents, James and Re-

becca Mclnall, removed to Wilming-

ton during his childhood. He enjoyed limited

educational advantages, as he left the school

at the age of twelve years to enter the drug

store of Edward Bringhurst. In this position

he devoted himself assiduously to the acquire-

ment of a thorough and practical knowledge

of the business, which was to be his life-work.

He continued with Mr. Bringhurst until Sep-

tember, 18..15 when he purchased, at Sheriffs

sale, the drug store of Dr. Edward Worrell,

then consul at Havana, and engaged in business

on his own account. This store was located at

No. 30(now 124) Market street,and in it he con-

tinued a successful business career until he

was succeeded by his son Edward Mclnall, Jr.

^

in 1870. He uniformly declined ofificial posi-

tions, but was induced to serve for some time

as a member of the City Council. He was

married, September 26, 1847, Cecelia, daugh-

ter of the late James Fox, upholsterer of Wil-

mington, but of their several children, the son

who succeeded him in business alone jurvives.

After his retirement from business he resided

in Philadelphia about four years, but after the

death of his beloved partner in life, December
12, 1875. he returned to Wilmington and

spent the remainder of his life with his son.

In early manhood he united with the Metho-

dist Episcopal Church, but later in life he em-

braced the doctrines of the Roman Catholic

ft&cINALL EDWARD, Jr., son of

the above, was born in Wilmington,
V December 25, 1848. He was educated

a.t St. Mary’s College, which then

occupied the site of his present rcsi

dence. He entered the store of his lather in

’ 1864, and in 1S66 matriculated at the Philadel-

phia College of Pharmacy, where he graduated

at the head of his class in i868 After gradu-

ation he engaged in the studv of medicine

under the preceptorship of the late Dr. Henry
Askew, of Wilmington, and was a student at

Jefferson Medical College, of Philadelphia. In

1870, before the completion of his medical

studies, he was called to succeed to the busi-

ness of his father, and devoted himself ener-

getically to its management. In 1871 he re-

moved to the southeast corner of Second and

Market streets, to secure better accommoila-

tions for his increasing trade, and there pur-

sued a career of uninterrupted prosperity until

he retired from the business, March 25, 1S79,

and was succeeded by N. B. Danforth. He
was married, June 13, 1872, to .Miss Laura

Ridgeway, of Danville, Pennsylvania. Since

his retirement from active business he has been

occupied with the financial management of

his estate, and with medical researches that

were interrupted when he engaged in business.

In the fall of (879 he became an office student

of Professor William H. Pancoast, the eminent

surgeon and Professor of Anatomy in the

Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia.

EE, JOHN, of Kenton, was born, March
0^

1
^! 14. i8o6, near Magnolia, Kent county,

j

His father, Rev John Lee, a local

I
preacher of the M. E. church, was

' ordained by Bishop George. He was

instrumental in building the Lee M. E.

' Church, at Kenton, which derives its name
from him. He was a highly respected

I citizen and Christian gentleman; he died at

,

the age of sixty-nine years. His mother was

I



V* MA'fja li*
,
Kiy

2:" ia’-j-irrSi-r ""
bt\r. nttJ^ hna nehhoqHh iii ^iJnsg sH Ji f

5H .>i>?j»cW Jtfii) »rf b^ii^sb Bfiw bnjj
, , ibnscf

mhothiU „ri, lo fi amrootf
*fi b5m? bnx

»4.-^8 i „{ ,Oiiirf3 I/.qo^iH- •

»>ifJ,Tro3 lo«il>8 X#-br»i/g arfjlo Jnsbnolniibm«

-<»<*q bnt .altf r? ?rf«jinqii .^rtoiioiv lio) *id
Jt.ri!

bIo
?.l rl:;ifjw ni yitnummoa sdt'lo nfi»oJat» orij now

-bavil— - ' " X*ioni/c art J ]o Jnabnolomqut

,«i ,G;?Ay/a.;i
j

rnliV/ f,i moJ e£v/ .,v nit ^dj |!l!|?' «
j/ lo nr,m c ^i bofi ju^

- -V. oH ..ft,
i i

^ .q>i l 1-. >jie 3dJ l aiqtiaac ^ ~

' 1|«j!?
*
«

l^Jd^wfib bne .baibrnid

-di bar.,no .aanab 1 • u , V. T V"
""

^ ^ XAo L ; biolliM lo .lasijiavbA
OCjHi ri! Kn n .Aft i __•«.. . -

J no«

ffoJgn

loJr ;>uMa -u// oH
'Jfl7 Iji

I
’ .' • )ir Jo-

nl '..jdii;! et»J ,(, j|..,i;.

-labf i;ri'I ad, ,.. ba,i.Ju3iT,/,ni b08l fij bofl ,|kC^i
b.n.ubr.7- 5rt J7i-d//.xar.fn7MfM>oa^3HoD'£ldq
•id'i 13,)/. 8^*8

1

nj *!^Bb birflo baad adi i&
rtitJibam lo ybu,* adi ni bagepjta ad rioiJc
noaH .lij •ji#.i ad, Vj qidzioJqaaaiq ad, labau
21 ' Jrsbu,? er.,^ />ni! ,no,an5mfi'// lo .vwaV??/.
nl .irlq/shtliriT In .v^affoD iBaibsW nofciollal
l*;--»barn sid lo fioita/qfiroa >d, aiolad .o’^Si
-t^uo Jitj OJ byaa-jur. oj badBa etv7 »d .tajbf/ja
-1306 Kasniirl baJovab bn/j .ladjrd sid lo
-51 ad ,;;8i -nl .Jnana^BnBm eji o^tyllBajjag

bmoi?. k, latno'j laBadiuos ad» oj bavom
'Bl-nffimo-joTj ia,,ad a1u^3^ o, ,a,aail;i

•iwq aiad, bn* ,3bciJ ^gnk.aiani «}d io‘, «nob
IM •> 't,ii3<i«i>it3 bDjqorajnufii lo laoixa « bao,i
.Q\<f .'£, diiftt/ .jaanigud ad, moil byjflsi sd
-G H .'/{ yd hobnaoiua b«v bo«

.bairrm «6W
wnlS «bn,v>y-niit,q .j,i,nivni<J lo .ycvragbJil

,

•' i«— IvfiB-’ewaW
-ic*J bnA .Jv iaifisiBl/: ,.a agiosO

»no«nxH .*I „a-|

,0MAV/a3 .JJAHJr^
•«qi«fg jj: mod «irv .oolsnimfiW Jo
.ladiitov'o;^ .1^ .'{tnuoa maliiS ,nwo,
-»a bn*

.jsSi
-anfftrbW o, bavomai .flcnloM roaod -<>^r
balimif b;^in» all .boodbJidj aid gnhub not
looihe 9rf4 rtsl 3d *x .eagBjHAvbA IfinoOujuba
auifa adJ 73Jfl3 oJ titay avbw, lo agu adf’ijs
rtofdaoq iidj r,r . teiudadiifl bicv/bH lo a-ioJt
oimpoB 3d, o:^ yfaoowbfeei! llaifnld balovob od
oabsJivon^f fno;,.3Biq boB dguoiod, « lo j/,om
.diow-dlif «id 3d OJ ««w riaidw ,geof,ieud od, lo
•qag /nny UivdnnhH iM dliw bounhnoo sH
« fiiiariS .bfewlsioq ad nnilv/ ?1;^I .lodnist

biBwfc3,aa loaioisg^^^^

.i-;ad rrcd v,l <<'3ni2ud -jvJjajE mof, in^madrji sirf

b'>gj;g«aboa ,Bnt.vcH JaJy^noi nad,

ff.bnGofl 3d, ‘ diw 'babjiiDDo
’ * nv/o aid no

,

» :«ib,„ Hiiw bn. .,iaA- 4dfT^**'" (Ml wo«}oe.«i»' •':?

. .. . - -in l.jnu ,3^60 aaartieod lolaesaowa b baoob
,.it J'sniof/ bii;v,b3 .noe aid yd bab99>ou« a^w
-ia<^ Iiihjflo hantbab ybrnolfnu oH .oyJfti ni’

,f«l7 b-jibam Hilw bne airf
.^f Jinai/d r,t ba- ad fi»d'« bajqimjjni a-iaw
j ai/fir nr. amtiaad od otfti lo Uol ad, nl
rn ./ofiia arli . ja<;o>r.tq H ,meiIliV/ loaealoi^l to

ylirnol,nu oH .oy8i ni ’

.'H: nl vmoHiiA lo . loessWI bnn nonjiue i

r.i-j..,i:jij », •. . .j- .. I
«ftw sH diao.ooD yjiO sdl lo lodnvjrn nr.idqbUclirid to asab'oJ UaibaM noaJual 1

*!*'
.

i3dm-jrn u ejj

• __
-d^iifib ,«bD30o,.tA»i .dsiadmoJqog.bamBn,

i9i 3Ja.'odqo ,xo3 samel oJaI ad, k la,’
noa adj maib,ido lr.iav3a ibd, lo ,od .noisnim
-83viv70s anoifi aaaniayd ni mtd bsbaaaaiM odv.
bsbiEST 3d aaofilaud moil 10301371,31 aid ivalA >v
9d* 73,li ,hAv\ tucl Joode eldqiabelidi ni

-

isdmaosa .alii ni lonj ieq bavobd aid lo djssb

daiRl/ ,mod .noJnayf lo ,VIHO(_ ,33
.yM«o3,na3 .edooarM 7S3n.doftj .pj
lAOol B ,u->J irtiol vail ,73dUl^eiH
•e«« .daimb 3 .M sdt lo isdasmcj ^ivu aH ajiioaO qodsifl vd bdoiebio
.3 .M «., n,„ Vb.ln;„i .1:1,,

bX;:: -r f
»« „.iom ..H 1, ,j, .d, j.,i,orf«D to „nh,vor”?, l.„.^



350 HISTORY OF DELAWARfcj

Sarah, daughter of Jacob Smith, of Kent county.

John Lee, the subject of this sketch, grew

up upon the farm, and his educational advanr

tages were those afforded by the schools of

his vicinity. The most of his life was devoted

to merchandizing at Millington, Kent county,

Maryland. Mr. Li e came to reside at Ken-

ton in 1872, where he lived in retirement from

business cares and anxieties until his death,

which occurred, November 18, 1S81, and his

interment occurred on the 2ist In politics

he acted with the old Whig party as long as

it had an existence. He afterward became a

Democrat. He was elected a member of the

Constitutional Convention of Maryland in

1850, and served in the same capacity

in the Convention of 1863. He held

several political offices, which he filled with

credit to himself and to his constituents.

He was a member of the M. E. Church, which

he joined in 1828, and was for many years a

trustee and steward of his church. He was

united in marriage in 1832, to Miss Sarah

Urrell: one child was born of this marriage,

a daughter named Rebecca. He was again

married, December 5, 1847, to Miss Margaret,

daughter of Mason and Sarah Bailey; one

child, also, a daughter, was born of this union;

Lana now the wife of Dr. James Temple, of

Kenton, Delaware. If character makes
destiny, a happy one has been entered upon by

John Lee.

' wielding a large influence in social and politi-

cal life. He was in sympathy with the Demo-
cratic pa^t3^ and few men in his county pos-

sessed his power in controlling and fixing the

political opinions of others. His deportment

was quiet, cheerful and courteous. In the

enunciation of his principles, and in their vin-

; dication, he was never at a loss either in argu-

' ment or repartee. Although laboring under

the disadvantage of a limited education, yet
' his extensive reading, large intercourse with

the world, and the possession of great natural

intelligence, made Mr. Watkins a man of m.ark

in his community. In 1848, Mr. Watkins was

appointed collector of the Port at Port Penn,

by President Polk. He was a member of the

' Levy Court of- New Castle, and was elected

I

County Treasurer in 1874, serving throughout

I

his term with great satisfaction to all parties.

I

Mr. Watkins had.been reared in the doctrines

! of the M. E Church, but several years before his

:
death connected himself with the Presbyterian

church in whose communion he died, April 16,

I

iS//.

i

lie WdS UllllCU lU lliclliiat

to Miss Hester McDonough, a cousin of Com-
modore McDonough, of the U. S. Navy. Of
this marriage w'ere born the following children

;

Amanda, Columbus, (of whom also see record)

and Caroline Watkins.

ATKINS, GASSAWAY, a xMerchant

ail F
born in Kent county Md., !

His father was Gasway
Watkins, of Maryland. His mother 1

was Mrs. Paul A. Smith, formerly Miss Milcah

Hart, of New Castle county, Delaware. This!

family of Watkins is of Welsh ancestry, and
j

settled early in Maryland. Three sons, Gassa- :

way, Robert and John, were the only children

of Gassaway Watkins, Sr. Mr. Watkins, the

subject of this sketch, was reared on a farm,

one mile above McDonough. He engaged in

farming soon after reaching his majority, and
|

resided on farms in Delaware and Maryland '

until 1838, when he removed to McDonough
and there added merchandizing to his agricul-

tural employments, and continued in that place

and business for nearly forty years. Mr. .Wat-

kins was, in many respects, a remarkable man, I

ANNON, WILSON LEE, Retired Ship-

builder, Dover, son of Richard and
Hester (Fawcett) Cannon, was born in

Mispillion Neck, Kent county, Jan. 28,

1817! His f ither was a farmer,and a lo-

cal preacher in the M. E. church. He was born

near the village of Bridgeville, in Sussex

county, to which place his father emigrated

from Scotland. Here, also, he married his first

wife, Elizabeth Smith, January 30, 1799.

i8ii he removed to Mispillion, where his wife

died, and on the 5th of March, 1812, he was
again married to Hester Fawcett, widow of

George Beswick. He died, October 2, 1820,

when his son, Wilson Lee, was only three

years old. The latter lived with his mother
till she also died, September 12, 1830. His

school advantages were of the poorest kind
;

all his education has been attained entirely by
his own efforts. At the age of sixteen he went

to learn the ship-carpentering trade of his

brother-in-law, Manlove R. Carlisle, at South

Milford, and served an apprenticeship of four
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county, where he

hitr.self. His first

Reed, of Dov'cr.

vessels, and next

himself. He
timber and

great many

also

years. He then worked twelve months at his

trade near Paynter’s Drawbridge, six months
at Milford, and one year at Dover. In his

twenty-third year he went to Leipsic, Kent

commenced business for

vessel he built for John

He then built and sold

built and run tliem for

engaged largely in the

lumber business, employing a

men, and supplving immense

quantities of -hip timber for the eastern mar-

kets. Mr. Cannon was for seventeen years in

Leipsic, where he built up a fine business, and

accumulated property. He invested largely

in real estate, purchasing in 1842 a large farm

on the road from Dover to Smyrna
;

in 1847,

bought the Mount Farm, and another farm in

1856 Besides these,he owns, in Leipsic, a ship

yard and town lots, and built while there a

handsome residence for his family. In 1S62 he

removed with his family to Dover, and erected

cinr'p

resided. He also bought considerable property

there
;
and, in 1864, purchased the Penrose

lands. Since that time he has found enough

to occupy his time in the care of all this prop-

erty, and in superintending the culture of his

lands, though he has at times indulged in bus-

iness ventures of different kinds, which being

made with good judgment have generally

proved successful. Mr. Cannon is a man of

fine natural abilities, and whatever position he

has been called upon to fill, he has always been

found well fitted for its requirements He has,

for twenty years, been commissioner of public

schools for Kent county. In 1858 he was

elected to the Senate of Delaware on the Dem-
ocratic ticket for four years. In 1861 when

the commissioners from the South, Dickinson

and Campbell from Alabama, came to the Leg-

islature, urging the members to secede or join

the South, the Senate stood five Democratic and

four Republican. Mr. Cannon had sworn to

support the Constitution of the United States,

and refused to vote for the measures and resolu-

tions offered. He held the balance of power,

and the resolutions were killed, and he has

since been strongly identified with the Union-

loving and loyal men of the State, and with

the Republican party. He is a member of the

M. E. Church, and has been a trustee for many
years. He was married, September 16, 1841, to

Mis.s Ann, daughter of James Scotten, of Lit-

tle Creek hundred, Kent county. Their four

children are, Henr)' White, Editor and proprie-

tor of the State Sentinel at Dover, of whom
see sketch in this work

;
Pllla, wife of Dr. S. D.

Marshall, of Philadelphia
;
Mar\' Elizabeth, and

Hattie. Mr. Cannon lost his wife, August 23,.

1859, and on the 14th of October, [862, married

Miss IMary E., daughter of Robert B. Jump, of

Little Creek hundred. By his second wife he

has three children
;
Annie J., Wilson Lee, Jr.

and Robert Barrett.

e).~

f^^^RATT, DOCTOR xKATHAN, of Mil-

A|i(§;. ford, was born in Kent county, Del.,
C i ’ f' -

September 9, 1834. His father is Henry
Pratt, a farmer now residing in Kent

county, at the age of 77 years. His

mother was Unity, daughter of John Lock-

wood of Kent county
;

she is still living

at the age of 72 years. Doctor Pratt is the

second child and first son of his parents, and

reared on a farm until eighteen years of age,

attending the schools of his vicinity until this

period, when he was sent to the school of Mr.

Wm. Sharp at Dover, where he remained for

one year. He then engaged in the occupa-

tion of teaching for one season, when he en-

tered the Seminary at Fairfield, N. Y., where

he continued for one year. At the end of

this time he returned home and resumed teach-

ing which he followed for about one year,when '

he entered the office of Dr. John W. Sharp of

Camden, and began the study of medicine.

He matriculated at the University of Penn-

sylvania, in 1858, and graduated from that

institution in the class of i860 in March of

that year. He began the practice of his pro-

fession April, i860, in the town of Milford,

where he continued for four years, when he

was appointed Assistant Surgeon at the P'il-

bert street hospital, Philadelphia, aftei which

he was ordered to Winchester, Va., where

he acted in the same capacity at Sheridan’s

Field Hospital. In January, 1865, he returned

to Milford and resumed the practice of medi-

cine. Dr. Pratt has been successful as a phy-

sician, being popular with the community,and

influential in the state. He served as Auditor

of the State, and Secretary of the State

Board of Education, from April, 1875, to

Januuary, 1879, much credit. He is at
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present I’resident of the Board of Bublic

Schools in Milford, and has served in tliat

office, much to the advantage of the educa-

tional interests of that town. He has taker,

a large interest in the public schools of the

borough, and through his instrumentality

there is in ?vIilford an efficient public school of

high grade. Dr. Pratt was united in marriage

to Miss Mary, daughter of William Hill, a

well known farmer of Milford, November 7,

l86r. Four children have been born to them;

Margaret, John Lynn, William' Burton, and

Louis Lockwood Pratt.

«
.^AKES, JOHN THOMAS, Merchant

and Land Owner, Wyoming, was born

in Kent county, November 20, 1833.

His father, Thomas W. Jakes, is still

living in Kent county, in full possession

of his mental and physical faculties, though

eighty-one years of age. He is an active

member and trustee of the Methodist church,

an nnrio-ht. honorable citizen and Christian gen

tleman. In politics he is a Republican, and

has always acted with that party. The Jakes

family are of French Huguenot extraction
;

the name was originally Jacques, and they are

descended from Henry Jacques, who was the

immigrant. The mother of John T.,was Nancy,

daughter of William Anderson, a farmer of

Kent county. At the time of her marriage to

Mr. Jakes, she was the v/idow of Robert Har-

gadine, who left two children
;
William A., a

leading merchant of St. Louis, and Julia, now
wife of Robert B. Wright of Kent county.

Mrs. Jakes was a most excellent Christian

woman, and died, July 17, 1863, at the age of

sixty-nine years. The subject of this notice

attended the school of his neighborhood until

seventeen years of age, when he accepted a

position as clerk in the store of Messrs. Luff

and Green, at Camden, which he continued

until 1849, when he formed a partnership with

Mr. Prouse, and engaged in the business of

merchandizing, under the firm name of Prouse

and Jakes. This business was carried on very

successfully for two years, when Mr. Jakes dis-

posed of his interest. He was appointed Agent
for the Delaware Railroad Company, at West
Camden, now called Wyoming., in 1851, and

filled this position with credit for eleven years,

when he resigned In 1858 he again embarked

in mercantile pursuits at Wyoming, which he

j

has successfully conducted up to this time. In

!
i860 he organized and started the post-office,

i

and was appointed Postmaster the same year.

I

He has acted in this capacity for the past six-

I teen years. Mr Jakes is a thorough business

I

man and an honorable, enterprising citizen.

I

He is a Good Templar, and served as a Rep-

I

resentative from Delaware to the Grand Lodge,

I
at its session held at St. Louis, in 1866. He

!
is also, an Odd Fellow, which order he joined

;

in 1854 ;
he has occupied all the chairs except

that of Grand Master, and in 1880, was Grand
Representative from his State to the Sovereign

Grand Lodge of the United States, also, in

1882. He became a member of the Methodist

Episcopal church in 1867, and has served his

church in an' official capacity for many years.

He was made a life director of the American
Bible Society in 1878, and became treasurer

of the Kent County Bible Society in 1872. He
was appointed agent of the Adams Express

Company in 1857, which position he still re-

tains. He is a Republican in politics, and has

, been an active member ot that party since its

i

organization. Mr. Jakes was one of the few
' men who voted for Abraham Lincoln for Presi-

j

dent in i860. Three generations of this family

:

voted for President Hayes, his father, himself

and his son. He married Miss Mary B., daugh-

I

ter of Benjamin B. Townsend, of Camden,
: February 14, 1853. Five children have been

born to them, four of whom are still living;

William PL; Charles R.; Thomas W, and

Maggie T. Jakes.

INDER, JACOB, P'armer of North

West Fork hundred, was born in that

locality, near Horsey’s Crossroads,
~ ’ - -

- Xhe family ge-December 16, 1808

nealogy is given in the sketch of his

elder brother, Warren Kinder. He attended

the schools of the vicinity, generally in the

winter season only, being engaged on the farm

during the summer, till he was about twenty-

two years of age, and had acquired a very

good education. In January, 1833, having

married, he rented a farm and began life on

his own account. In 1836 he removed to the

farm on which he still resides, having pur-

chased it the year previous. It was sold at a

low price, the land being well worn out, but

he commenced at once to improve it, and has

now brought it up to a high state of cultiva-
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tion. It is divided into three farms, principally

devoted to cereals, but peaches, apples, and

pears have also been raised very profitably.

At different times Mr. Kinder has owned other

tracts of land, but disposed of them again. He
was a member of the old Whig party till i860,

when he became a Republican, and was a

strong Union man and patriot during the w'ar.

In his nineteenth year he united with the

Methodist Church, in which he has been a

trustee and class-leader for many years, and

of which he has always been a liberal sup-

porter and a leading member. He joined the

Patrons of Husbandry in 1877, and is a mem-
ber of Sunnyside Grange, No. 7. He was

married, December 20, 1832, to Mary, daugh-

ter of Wingate and Sallie (Wilson) Cannon, of

the same hundred, and has had seven children,

si.x of whom are living. They are Charlotte

Clay, wife of Samuel H. Melson, farmer of

Caroline county, Maryland
;
Lewis Wright,

farmer, married Catherine Ross; John Henry,

married Maria Melson, and is a farm.er in Sea-

ford hundred
;

Elizabeth, married James M.

Hollis of Greenwood
;
Stephen Warren

;
Wes-

ley Spry, and David Bates Kinder. Mr. Kin-

der is a gentleman of intelligence and un-

questioned integrity, and is a leading citizen

of Sussex county.

12, 1834.

LLEN, PROF. PANCOAST, Dealer in

Pianos and Organs, Wilmington, was

born in Gloucester county, N. J., Nov.

His parents were Garrett G.

and Rachel Allen. He was sent to

school at an early age, attending the academy

in Glassboro, and received a good English edu-

cation. At the age of sixteen years he was

apprenticed to the trade of glass-blowing and

worked at this business as a journeyman for

several years. Very early in life Mr. Allen

manifested a great fondness for music. In

those days the country afforded but poor

facilities for a musical education, but he

availed himself of such instruction as was

given in the old-fashioned singing schools of

those days and embraced every opportunity to

cultivate his musical taste. In the fall of 1862

he removed to Salem, N. J., where he con

tinued to follow his trade, devoting all his

leisure to the study of music. In the spring

of 1865 he determined to enter the Normal

Academy of Music, at Geneseo, Livingston

45

county, N. Y., and after examination was ad-

mitted as a pupil in that institution, then

under the direction of the celebrated Italian

voice trainer. Carlo Bassini, and the distin-

guished organist, John Zundel. Mr. Allen

applied himself diligently to vocal culture, and

received a very complimentary endorsement

from the president upon his leaving the

academy. Immediately upon his return to

Salem he was appointed master of the choir of

South Street M. E. Church, which position he

held until 1868, when he removed to Millville,

N. J., and engaged in the confectionery busi-

ness. After conducting this business success-

fully for a year he disposed of it and entered

fully upon the profession of music. He was

appointed professor of music for the public

schools by the Board of Education, and also

was called to the position of organist in the

First M. E. Church. Mr. Allen held these

positions until the summer of 1870, when, at

the solicitation of his friend, the late J. E.

Gould, of Philadelphia, he removed to Wil-

mington, Delaware, and entered upon his

present business, at No. 107 West Seventh

street, where he devoted what time he could

to teaching vocal and instrumental music.

His increasing business demanded a more com-

modious building, and in October, 1876, he

removed to his present location in Masonic

Temple, Market street, where he has the

finest musical establishment in the State. In

December, of the same year, he took into

partnership Mr. F. G. Smith, of Brooklyn, N.

Y., manufacturer of the celebrated Bradbury

Piano. The firm was known as Smith and

Allen, and this partnership continued for one

year, when Mr. Allen assumed full control of

this extensive business, in which he has been

very successful. In 1877 Mr Allen received a

call to the position of chorister in the Dela-

ware Avenue Baptist Church, under the pas-

torate of Rev. Isaac M. Haldeman. Being

elected by a unanimous vote of the church, he

accepted, and at once organized a large

chorus choir of some forty voices, and he still

continues the conductor of this choir. As a

teacher of music. Professor Allen has been

very successful, and has a large number of

pupils to whom he devotes his excellent in-

structions. Unlike many of his profession, he

has given his time and talent to the churches

gratuitously, and was the first to introduce the
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cornet into church music in Wilmington.

Professor Allen was united in marriage,

July, 1859, to Miss Martha, daughter of

Mr. Jonathan Wallen, of Millville, N J.

^^g^TAATS, HON. JOHN FLETCHER,
Ex-Auditor of Delaware, was born at

r Fieldsboro, January 9, 1835. His father

was Elias Naudain Staats, who was by

occupation a school teacher. He was a

gentleman of excellent education and un-

blem.ished character. The mother of the sub-

ject of this notice was Martha, daughter of

John Weldon, a farmer of Appoquinimink

hundred. After the death of Elias Naudain

Staats, which occurred in 1835, she married

John Lynam, and after his death became the

wife of John Naudain. She is now a widow
and resides near Odessa. John F. Staats at-

tended the school at Fieldsboro until 17 years

of age, when he obtained a clerkship in

Odessa, with Beaston & Watkins, which he

continued until 1854, when he went West.

Upon his return he began the mercantile busi-

ness, locating at Blackbird, which he con-

ducted for two years. PTis business at first was

a success
;
he sold his goods for cash only, but

afterward began a credit business and lost

everything. In 1862 he returned to Fieldsboro

and purchased the estate known as the “Old

Staats Homestead,” where he has continued

to reside ever since. This farm consists of

236 acres, and at the time of his purchase it

contained an orchard of 1,000 peach trees, the

number of which he increased until he had

6,000 in bearing. It proved a paying invest-

ment until 1880, when nearly all his trees were

destroyed by a heavy storm. Mr. Staats

devotes his farm to grain, and through his

management it has become very productive.

In politics he is a Democrat, but has never

been a politician. He was Commissioner of

Public Roads for his district for four years, from

1870 to 1874. He w'as elected State Auditor

by the Legislature in 1879, which position he

filled with credit for two years. He is Secre-

tary of the State Board of Education, having

held this ofifice for two terms. Mr. Staats is

an enterprising citizen and a gentleman of

intelligence and character, a strong temper-

ance advocate, honorable in all his dealings

and a man of great energy and industry. He is

B member of the M. E. Church, which he joined

1

when but a lad of 12 years; and is now connected

I

with St. Paul’s, Odessa, to which he is greatly

attached. He was united in marriage, March

31, 1858, to Miss Martha R., daughter of Mark
Davis, a leading farmer of New Castle county.

Four children have been born of this union:

Clarence D., Martha E., Mary E. and John
M. Staats.

^^^AULSBURY, HON. ELI, United

O States Senator from Delaware, was born

in Kent county, December 29, 1817.

Sketches of his brothers. Governor Gove

and Chancellor Willard Saulsbury, with

some account of this gifted family, and their

antecedents are included in this volume. His

father appreciated the advantages of educa-

tion for his children, and sent them to school

whenever they could be spared from the labors

of the farm, but these often detained them at

home both in the surnm.er and the winter. Such

opportunities as he had his son Eli eagerly

improved, and these were supplemented by

the reading and study uf after years. The
study of the law early possessed a fascination

for him, and he became well read in legal lore

long before entering the profession. He finally

studied with his brother, the Hon. Willard

Saulsbury, and was admitted to the bar in

1857. His abilities were already well under-

stood, and he at once entered the foremost

ranks of the profession, having a good practice

from the beginning. He was admitted to

practice in the Superior Court of the United

States, December 17, 1873. Mr. Saulsbury

was always a Democrat. Personally popular,

easy and fascinating in conversation, and de-

cided and logical in the expression of his

views, he wielded no small influence long be-

fore entering the arena of public life. In the

years 1853 and 54, he served his party in the

State Legislature. Elected to the United

States Senate, he took his seat March 4, 1871,

succeeding his brother Willard Saulsbury. He
was re-elected in 1876, and his term of service

will expire, March 3, 1883. The great popu-

larity of Senator Saulsbury, and his continu-

ance in this high position, leave nothing to be

said of his character and abilities. He possesses

great suavity of manner, and inspires the

warmest personal friendship. He has been an

office bearer for many years in the Methodist

Episcopal church, with which he united in 183S
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(^^T^’OWLER, EDWARD, M. D,, a leading!

Physician of Laurel, was born in i

Wicomico county, Md., at Spring Hill,
|

3. 1835- His father was Edward]
Fowler, who was a leading farmer of

that county. The father of Edward Fowler, Sr.,

was also Edward Fowler, who was a farmer

and resided at Spring Hill, which estate he

purchased after the death of his father. He
removed to a farm which he owned on Dame’s

Quarter, near Deal’s Island, but after a few

years returned to Spring Hill where he contin-

ued to reside until his death. Pie was the

eldest son and inherited the estate of his

father who settled on the Wicomico River

near Green Hill or White Plaven, owning lands

at both points. The presumption is that

most of the Fowlers north and south sprang

from this source. The mother of Doctor

Fowler was Matilda, daughter of Benjamin

Dashiell Esq., Attorney at Law, of the well

known Dashiell family of Somerset county, Md.
^1 ^

VVllCll LVVClVt y*^cXl3

ance at the Salisbury Academy under the

charge of Col. S. A. Graham. After leaving

school his purpose was to enter upon the study

of law. He entered the office of Hon. L. T.

H. Irving, but in consequence of ill health he

wascomplled toabandonit. He returned home
for the purpose of recuperating his health by

out-door exercise, fearing to engage in a seden-

tary profession. After a short time, however,

he began the study of medicine in the office

of his brother , Dr. John E. F'owler. He matri-

culated at the University of Maryland and

graduated from that institution in 1S58. Im-

mediately he began the practice of his profes-

sion in partnership with his brother, which

continued until 1862, when he removed to

Sharptown and was there for three years. At
the solicitation of citizens of Laurel he took

charge of the practice of the leading physi-

cian, who had removed to the city of Phila-

delphia in 1865. The field upon which

he now entered was a laborious one, but

his skill and devotion have succeeded in

building up a large and lucrative practice. As
a physician Dr. Fowler stands as a representa-

tive of his profession in the State. In 1881 he

was appointed by Governor Hall a member of

the State Board of Health. From early life

he has been a member of the Protestant

Episcopal Church, and has filled many offices

in the church and has been frequently elected

to the Diocesan Conventions of that church-

In politics he is a Democrat and frequently

vindicates his party’s cause on the hustings.

He is a fluent and effective speaker,and has al-

ways refused to allow his name used for any

office of trust or honor in the State. Dr. Fowler

was united in marriage in April 1861, to IMiss

Ellen, daughter of John E. Harris, of Wicomico
county, Maryland. She died in July, 1869,

leaving two children, a son and a daughter.

He was again married in 1870 to Miss Kate

Harris, a sister of his former wife. Three

children survive of this marriage; two girls

and a boy. He was made a Mason in 1871,

and stands -connected with Hope Lodge, No.

4. He has served his lodge in the capacity of

Senior Deacon,Junior Warden, Senior Warden,

and Master.

^^OURSEY, THOMAS BOON, was born

December 14, 1806, in Camden, Del.
So > ^ t-T 1 c? c *T'V^r^moc r\iir‘Qt^\r p ppr —

penter and builder of Camden, who
died in 1838, a member, leader and

steward of the M. E. Church. His mother

was Mary Boon, of Caroline county, Md. She

was a consistent Christian woman and died in

1806. Thomas Coursey Sr., had been married

three times. His third wife was Margaret

Vincent. Four of his children lived to reach

maturity. The educational advantages of Mr.

Coursey were limited. There were no public

schools in his neighborhood, and until his fif-

teenth year he attended a private school, during

the winter months,when he began to learn the

business of a carpenter. He followed this

occupation for years, devoting his leisure mo-
ments to study. His mind was of a high or-

der, his natural intelligence great, and these,

with his devotion to books, have enabled him

to acquire an unusual amount of information

on most subjects. In 1838, he became inter-

ested in the milling business at Wyoming Mills,

near Camden. In i860 he purchased the prop-

erty where he now resides. At that time it

was known as Spring Mills, and consisted of a

grist and bark mill, both of which were in

great need of repair, and two hundred acres of

land most of which was worn out. For this

tract, mills, etc., he gave four thousand dol-

lars. He here devoted himself to hard labor,

rebuilding and repairing the mills, and at the
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same time often grinding' grain through the

night. He had built, in 1S38, a wool carding

mill which, after enlarging and improving, he

removed to Spring iMills, and it proved a suc-

cessful venture. His mill carded the wool for

the farmer’s wives of the neighborhood who
manufactured the wool into fustain, or hand

made kersey. But cloth manufactories soon

became established, wool found a better market,

and Mr. Coursey sold' his carding machinery. In

1870 he set out two thousand peach trees for

market purposes, which paid handsomely. Mr.

Coursey has delivered addresses in various

parts of the State before agricultural clubs and

societies, and has been an active, intelligent

and able promoter of the interests of Delaware

farmers. He was among the earliest to use

guano as a fertilizer.and upon hearing Dr. Gov.

Emerson tell of its effect upon worn out land,

he sent to Philadelphia for three hundred

pounds of Peruvian guano. That fertilizer

codld not be found in the city and two barrels

of Icabo guano were forwarded. This was the

first brought below Dover. His land when
purchased would produce ho wheat, and very

little corn. It has since grown an average of

seventy-five bushels of corn and twenty bushels

of wheat pe"- acre. Mr. Coursey has been a

large contributor to the public press, and has

written with remarkable ability upon all the

leading subjects of the day, moral, political and

agricultural. In early life he espoused the

Democratic side of politics and acted with that

party until 1848 when his moral convictions

madehim a legal suasionist and party affinities a

prohibitionist of the strictest school. Upon the

organization of the American party he acted

with it and also with the People’s Union party,

and gave to President Lincoln’s measuresan un-

wavering support. He was active in the canvass

which resulted in the election of Gov. Cannon

as the war Governor of Delaware. In 1870

Mr. Coursey was nominated by the Republi-

can Party of Delaware as their candidate for

Governor. Although they were in a hopeless

minority the canvass developed the fact of

Mr. Coursey’s wide popularity. In 1838 Mr.

Coursey became a member of the M. E.Church,

and was Conference steward of the Philadel-

phia Annual Conference and since the organ-

ization of the "Wilmington Conference, has

been continuously a member of its Board of

Stewards. He was elected one of the lay

delegates to the General Conference of the

M. E. Church which convened at Cincinnati in

May, 1880. Mr. Coursey was married to Sally

A., daughter of William and Ruth Wilson of

Kent county, the 26th of January 1832. Her
grandfather, the immigrant Wilson from Great

Britain, settled in Kent county near Milford.

Mrs. Coursey died in the sixty-first year o

her age, the 13th of December, 1871. She was

a remarkable woman, wholly devoted to the

comfort of others, especially the poor and

suffering. Of the marriage, eight children were

born, five of whom died in childhood. The
children : Mary Elizabeth, deceased, was the

wife of John Harrington of Kent county : Ruth
Ann, wife of Dr. Dawson, of Frederica, and

Sallie, residing with her father at Spring Mills.

f^IDGELY, NICHOLAS, one of the

early Judges of the Supreme Court,

was descended from a wealthy family in

England, a younger branch of which

(5)^ arrived in this country the last of the

17th century. Judge Ridgely was the son of

Henry, whose lather. Colonel Henry Ridgely,

was born in Anne Arundel county. Province

of Maryland, February 2, 1694. His mother

was the daughter of Colonel Nicholson Green-

berry, of that county. In 17 1 1 Nicholas Ridgely

married Sarah, daughter of Col. John Worth-

ington, of Anne Arundel county, he being

seventeen, and his child-bride fifteen years old.

He was a father at eighteen, and they lived

happily together nine years, when she died,

March 16, 1721. The Worthingtons then, as

now, occupied a high social position in Mary-

land. He became a resident of Cecil county,

Maryland, and married the widow of James

Gordon, at her home, on Elk river, December

5, 1723. His wife was twenty at the time of

her second marriage, and had married Mr.

Gordon when but fifteen. She was the daughter

of Robert and Mary French, of New Castle,

Del. Robert French was a man of great in-

fluence at that day, and letters arc yet pre-

served from Whlliam Penn to him. He was,

in i699-i700and again in I707,a ilelegate from

the three lower counties to the Pennsylvania

Colonial Assembly, and was commissioned

Associate Judge of the Court of Pennsylvania,

August 20, 1701. He, with Jasper Yates, was

mainly instrumental in securing for the three

lower counties a separate Assembly. Nicholas
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Ridgely came to reside in Delaware in 1732.

His mother, had married Robert Gordon,

Chief Justice of the three lower counties.

Soon after coming to the State Mrs. Ridgely

died. As foreman of the Grand Jury his

name is found on a petition to the King

against granting to Lord Baltimore privileges

in abrogation of the rights of the Penns.

On December 26, he married Mary,

daughter of Judge Plugh ?\Iiddleton, of

Salem, N. J., and widow of Captain Benjamin

Vining, of Salem, N. J., and after marriage

resided near Salem for several years on an

estate of Mrs. Ridgely. Here Charles G.

Ridgely was born
;

in 1740 he removed to

Kent, Del., with his family, and resided on

the farm contiguous to Dover, now in the pos-

session of his great-grandson, Dr. Henry

Ridgely. He was appointed Treasurer of

Kent county soon after his coming, and then

Clerk of the Peace, Prothonotary and Register

in Chancery. In 1746 he was commissioned

Judge of the Supreme Court of New Castle,

Kent ami Sussex, and enjoyed that lionui Lu

the close of life. Subjoined is an entry

copied from his book of entries in his hand.

New Castle Co. Dr. to Nicholas Ridgely

“To attendance and holding Supreme Court at New
“Castle, with Rives Holt, and John Curtis, Esqs., on

“Sat., ye 5th and Mon., ye 7th days Oct. at 30^ 3.^ a day

“as allowed by law. To milage New Castle and back

“92 miles at 6d a mile as allowed by law.

5/ 6r Oil.

He was selected by Cresar Rodney as his

guardian, February 27, 1745, and his papers

show his great interest for, and warm attach-

ment to a ward who grew to be the most

intense and distinguished patriot of the State.

He also had charge of the rearing of his step-

son, John Vining, who shared a father’s

solicitude with his half-brother Charles. To
Nicholas Ridgely’s teachings we, perhaps, owe

the production of three noted men in Dela-

ware history. Caesar Rodney, John Vining,

who became distinguised in the State, and Dr.

Charles G. Ridgely, of each of whom see

sketch Mary, sister of John Vining, married

Rev. Charles Inglis, missionary in Kent, sub-

sequently rector of Trinity Church, N. Y., and

finally Bishop and member of the Provincial

council of Nova Scotia. Nicholas Ridgely

died on the i8th of February, 1755, full of

years and of honors. This was said with

truth of him, in the biographical notice after

his death: “Charitable without ostentation,

and religious without bigotry; his country

celebrated his obsequies with tears, and em-
balmed his memory with praise and ap-

plause."

AULSBURY, HON. WILLARD, Ex-

0,
United States Senator, and now (1882)

Chancellor of the state of Delaware^

was born in Kent county, June 22, 1820.

An account of his parentage will be

found in the sketch of his brother. Governor

Dr. Gove Saulsbury. He received part of his

education at Delaware College, and also

studied at Dickinson College. He pursued the

study of law, first with James L. Bartol, now
Chief Justice of Maryland, and afterwards in

the office of Martin W. Bates, United States

Senator from Delaware, and was admitted to

the bar in the spring of 1845. soon be-

came the leading lawyer in Georgetown, in

which place he settled in the practice of his

profession. His character, learning and talents.

cornmanueu general euuuucuce,

him an immense practice. His clients came
from, all parts of the state. In 1850 Mr. Sauls-

bury was appointed Attorney General of the

state, by Governor Tharp, an office he filled

with great distinction for a term of five years.

In January, 1859,he was elected by the Demo-
cratic party to the United States Senate, and

took his seat on the fourth of March following.

To this high office he was re-elected in 1865,

and held it till 1871, a continuous period of

twelve of the most important years in the his-

tory of the nation. To preserve that nation

intact. Senator Saulsbury believed to be our

highest duty. He could not tolerate aught

that savored of secession. At the completion

of his senatorial career he was appointed

Chancellor of the State, November 3, 1873,

which office he still fills with great ability.

His powers of mind are as remarkable as the

amount of labor he can accomplish. As an

instance, he has been known to dictate to two

persons at the same time, on difficult and

intricate questions of law, and keep both writ-

ing with rapidity. Chancellor Saulsbury,

when at the bar of this state, had but few

equals before either Court or jury. In the lat-

ter case, his fine person, magnetic force and

an exuberant fancy, capable of investing the

dryest details of evidence with a vivid realism
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of the facts and circumstances, impressed the
j

juror and made him to see, especially in crinii- :

nial cases, almost with the eyes of the advo-

cate, until the class of damaging- facts on the !

other side were either forgotten or dwarfed in
j

the juror’s mind. Aa a statesman and party

leader, he was on the conservative side in the

Senate, and while he was an outspoken
;

opponent of the folly of secession and all its ,

measures, was during all his time in that body -

compelled to a defensive rather than aggres-

sive attitude. Had it been otherwse, and had

his party been in power, his fine mind, great- :

heartedness, and eloquence would have made i

him second to few men in that body. In the
|

state, while a leader of his party, he had a i

following which always won success. Mr.
|

Saulsbury was married, in May, 1850, to Miss
|

Anna M., daughter of Hon. John Ponder of

Milton, and has had three children
;
John

Ponder, a lawyer in Dover
;
Margaret who

died in January, 1875, at the age of nineteen,

and Willard Saulsbury, Junior.

RICHARD, Esquire, of

Blackbird, was born May ii, 1832, at

that village. His father was Bassett

Ferguson, a farmer and merchant dur- 1

ing the latter part of his life. His

death occurred in November 1S53. His mother

was, before marriage, Miss Susan T. Weldon.

She was a member of the A'l. E. Church, and was

married when a widow, to Vincent O. Hill of

Blackbird hundred. Richard Ferguson, the

subject of this sketch, was the eldest of seven

children. The others are, Martha, wife of Dr.

J. A. Moore, of Felton; Colin, a farmer of

New Castle county
;
Susan, the wife of Charles

B. Satterfield of Blackbird
;
Mary Ellen, wife

of Mortimer Ricords, a farmer living near

Blackbird, Temperance, wife of Richard

Brockson, a merchant of Blackbird, and Benja-

min B. Ferguson, engaged in the Department

of Pharmacy in the University of Pennsylvania.

Mr. Ferguson attended the public schools of

his vicinity until his nineteenth year, but

during the summer worked on the farm. He
began merchandizing at Blackbird in 1853, and

continued in the business for twm years, and

afterward devoted his attention to farming.

He resides upon a well cultivated farm of

seventy-fu^e acres, contiguous to the village

of Blackbird. His attention, as a farmer, has

been principally occupied with the rearing of

stock and grain. His political sentiments have

ahvays been Democratic, and in 1856 he was

elected to the State Legislature to fill the

une.xpired term of the session of 1857, the

vacancy having occurred through the death of

Bayman Deakyne. He was appointed Justice

of the Peace by Gov. Burton, and served in

this position for seven years. He was for six

years Trustee for the poor for New Castle

county. Mr. Ferguson is not a member of any

church, but was educated in the tenets of

Methodism, and has usually attended the M. E.

Church. He was united in marriage to Miss

Bathsheba H., daughter of Thos. Deakyne, of

Thoroughfare Neck, the 15th of March 1864.

Mr. Ferguson is the Postmaster at Blackbird,

and has, for many years, competently held

that office. He is highly respected in his

vicinity, as an intelligent, honorable, and up-

right citizen. He is the trusted adviser and

helper of all who come to him for assistance
;

his intelligence, sympathy, and knowlege of

law, fitting him admirably for such service.

e^^ECK, COL. ISAAC AUGUSTUS, of

Redden Station, Sussex county, was
G born at Catskill on the Hudson River,

';!GNew York, April 9, 1828. His father

was Ephraim M. Peck, who died in

Ulster county, N. Y., in 1850, at the age of

forty-five years. His mother was Eliza (Lowe)

Peck, still living. Five children were born of

this marriage. Colonel Peck was educated at

the common schools of Ulster county, which

he attended until thirteen years of age, when
his father put him to work in his shop where

he learned the business of carriage building,

he confining in it until twenty years of age.

He worked at his trade for a short time, when
he removed to Rahway, N. J.,and took charge

of the Union Carriage Works, and became
President of the company. At the breaking

out of the war he entered the United States

service as clerk in the Quarter Master's De-

partment. After serving three montlis in the

Quarter Master’s Department, he was com-

missioned by the Secretary of War as Colonel

with authority to raise a regiment. He im-

mediately proceeded to enlist men, and his

regiment was mustered in as the “2d District of

Columbia.” His command was assigned to

duty in the District, and continued to fill this



^o^txhtyj o/fi Him MIquoDo X«B'jbnhq,nr»^, hw mil ^di

5>rf diSi nl bt^ft ,3i*ir’omua n->9d ix^Ic .6vbc >!jf
^ ^nc toiut

adJ ifl ^
ti$ ts^ 1ru3*wi^ lo »f«b jjrfi liino .DJM

^ >«nsjW^.i3dJb !n5W3bU-,DHiolo fllftvli dnuo-uf! b^»i'nox> arfiv«rf vani^rv I t.
suit tonio

r.:o *;:7' «.r:rlr;;:Ti«.;!;f:• 'S‘ i

..^ -rf. b .b,„«. «„ b,./^";boS! ,1^ 7;’!”’'^-:’"'
H. l« Oi =a«m«n ni l.o«n„ ,«« »H rlnu^D -h^ri J^'rir

*’'^•''“”'1
"7

'<*’*'5'’''

I. ,orfT l»'.»>rfs«b,-.H«d,rt.d,6a!’rirnI
.»»nb.««rf

.Av. .1— 1/ I- f._. - . ,
anj nj JpflJ m nym oJ bfK>a^»jiTurf

>1

i.^\ ihif,U lo dj^i yrl3':;)f3'sV! yiul/iguoTOdT
.lnl<i;bfii).[ jc ly )<ijuin 3 )fc*l adi ni nofuj’Qiti'^ .^^/l

a bi;rf ad <yJi«q eld lo 73bsal £ alidv^ ,Vj£}«
iM <*m'jwe MOW r<cwU ’cbtifv? iniv/oUe^Ih.d xUnatyqmoo .e-reay yn«m nil bnB l nt n^Vi' ITJ - 'r""

fW ni h,)o^»„ xirfjw !i sH .n=fflo urtJ 1. llhlf'-* u
-qu ban .DbJ«oao<f ,«i>s!Us«ni „n „ .^.inbiv'ln”

’
. M nnnA

bfiG lyftfyt'B baieuiJ 9^3 gj jH .ftasiila J/i^h

T h 3 <(.sj£ig«£ 7ol rtnd 03 ymoa oriv/ JIs lo loqJsd
io y^alv/ond bns lydj^qfnyg <h|

.soi /vjn rhue loi \idenruDc /qjd gmurt ,wi:t

lo .SUTS;J0UA, 0AA5 I .JOD
>£V/ .yjfioo'j X 3asii2 ,noi}fl}2 nibbsJl fNji

,, 79vr;i nogbuH-' aril no flWgleCi Jb niodJilyi?
laiilBl e/H ,8 £8 i .q IhqA .j,SoY

n» baib orf-w mlBiriqS Pijw

lo '^as aril iB ,6581 ni ,.Y .M ,y}ns3oo iMslU
(oYJoJ) sstlH e«w ly/Jjom aiil .«7Boy avil-yj-jol
lo fn.xi '^79';/ naibrnb avH fbis ,>fos<I

3 fi balB-jubs vx,v/ >139^ farwIoD “.oarinB/n tirfj

riairiv/
.
(jm;o3 laigJU lo siooriag rlo/nmoa aril

fT 3 flv/
. 33c lo siaa'{ noyltidi filon fc.ybn.3 lJa.yri

aiyriv^ qofb nirf ni riiovr oJ mill fuq i5 rija> eiri

,Snibliiid ygehiBo Jo eaaoiiori aril banzai 94
• 3«t; io g7cay yinbv/j b;nu Ji ni ^ninljnoa sri

* .amij liorift fi lol abfoJ siri jr. ba^iiovi aH
Wool lif»c„(^ ,V1 ,'{r.v/rifi3 oj fayvomoi arf

3 ffUi 39d biiB .gjfioV/ ayBinaD nolnU srii lo
3 rti 5lB 9id aril jA ynaqmoo aril lo Jhobwai*!
EolciS baJinU aril byiaJna ari icv> srfj lo Joo

g jyjfiaW tslifujO aril ni gs ooiviag
aril ni triioom aairil ^niviae la/JA Vj«amiiiy]
**mo 3 saw ad ’.JnamlitqaQ e'isjacM laJinu^
lancrioD «b 7tV/ aril yd banoiz^im
-mi aH .inamlsai ,s oi yJhorfJwa riiiw
siri Lns .nam Jeifna oj babaaaoiq ylaJiubam
lo JsiUeiQ bs*'* aril as riibaiateurn caw Jnamigai

nrfo{
; nanbbiio aairij bari cari bne .noiliM

brfw j'l^yvCI fti loywal a ,iabno^
.naalanifl s^lW'.^'^Si .xiuonat ni haib

- ,K>inui iTUKteJofi^ bififliW'hae
> * • *l

• ''p

»o ,a7iop?a .^ITAHDlil ,Vl02U03:‘I*<?^'
Se ,SE»J rV '^sM mod aavi^ .bildriDalH iSS,
)J9ssjtfI »£»/• larilal eiH .oyelUv
-lob JnBri;>>am bna ^9aDnlJfB^^oeoala3*,^|l;^-
eiH .alii aid lo futq lajialparfi gW
'todiomm ,ini tadmawM fii bamuaao^-^
•noblaW^T nkanfe geiK ,oa.amam aiolad ,«£vr

’

SB'H bna ,n5li;rfO ,3 .M aril lo ladmara^ eisvi odBb iliH .0 JnapniV oJ .wobiw a narfv/ babia«, .

srii ,no«yv.7a3 bi«*bi3? Mfbndd bM9slj$"\
navaa lo i^bia adj eaw .rfajade gidi lo JDardwe M
aQ. lo aliw.ijrij^ald ,aiB sioriio ariT naabliif^b jaraisl £ ioitoO

; noJb3 lo .siooMn.A .T
EshfiriD >0 allvi aril .nsftoS

; yJnuoa afi^D^v/aH
oliw

, 1^113 yncH r biicfjisijifl )o blaihajj^fil £f
Vi9n grrivll xaimBl £ .abioot^ lamiJjol^ \lo

~

bi/iriaj^ lo aim ,aonfipqmaT ’.btlddDsIflt
sinafl b«B ibniddaBlH lo Jnsriaiarn a .nosriobia
Jnanmoq^^tfarij nfc ba;a*S^ .no8usTi>3 iff nitrt/,
.isInBvIyennan Jo yjiaiavInU arf j „j ^^eima/tijo
o eloorfaa affduft ariJ baWi>«£ rioeu^nltaM
5ud .isay rflnaajaftjfi aid iiJnp x^bf5i|v* aid
oH 'iimsl aril 00 bariidvi iammy« ari# gniwfe

oi bjkfdafiiH is galsibniifbiafn ns^a^
brtfi ,8ieay oVriVl awniaud ariJ itf bauniJnod
.anlnridi o^ noiJftaJJi aid baJovab b^£w^9fli
b «n*Y bai£viiiio"< ila-4j» 's noqu eafafe^t aH.

•'•'iituigai 19 nn*i oai£v«Jioi iia'4j> ^ noqu eabfe^i aH
iMMiAlirt *Y.

•’’’“'"‘"“’.‘'W .^Wmuloatsaslliv DdJ o) MonaiitiM riiiMs »va-yJn»vi«‘«d^lft o» bnnmj^bbn ..n„i«ia ndi „i yjub|urf,,am«l * .ooi,r,«n «H .WddLs^
'' v'*^ » .. WlImM _ " &



BIOGRAPPIICAL DEPARTMENT. • .359

duty until the resignation of Colonel Peck,

caused by ill health, late in 1863. He removed

to North Carolina and sought to recover his

health, and after a short time he engaged in

the lumber business in Brunswick county, on

the Wilmington and Manchester Railroad. Af-

ter the war Colonel Peck took considerable

interest in the re-organization of that State.

His opinions being obnoxious to some of the

citizens, he was attacked by ruffians and

receiv^ed considerable personal abuse, because

he was a northern man and a Republican.

He was appointed to the position of clerk in

the United States Custom House at Wilming-

ton. Pie then was made Sergeant at Arms of

the Constitutional Convention in the autumn
of 1867. He served in this capacity until the

close of the Convention, when he obtained the

contract to refit and re-furnish the Senate

department of the Capitol Buildings. In 1869

he removed to Montgomery County, Penna.,

where he became superintendent of the Sash,
rN . ...j iM: j

i_>^00i ciiikA X cinci

Henderson. In November 1873, Colonel Peck

became interested in the lumber and bark

business at Redden station where he now re-

sides. In 1873 he purchased 203 acres of land

at Reddins station, on the J. & B. R. R., and

erected theron a large steam saw mill for the

manufacture of flooring and a variety of turned

work for the northern markets. He also saws

large quantities of ship timber and building

lumber. He is also engaged in the mercantile

business which was started in June, 1 880, and he

has been successful both in his store and in

mill enterprises. In 1876 he built his present

comfortable residence, situated about half a

mile from the station. He is a man of great en-

terprise and business ability. He has been suc-

cessful in building up and maintaining a large

business, and enjoys the confidence of the

citizens of his neighborhood. He married, first,

Miss Mary E. Dumond, of Ulster N. Y., May
21, 1839. Of their six childrent, two sur-

vive
;
Clinton C., and Clara E. Peck. Mrs.

Peck died February 1S79. She left behind her a

memory fragrant with the virtues of a Chris-

tian. The Colonel was again married, July

29, to Miss Abbey A., daughter of Benjamin

Burton, Esq., of Sussex county. One child

has been born of this marriage, Samuel S.

Peck.

AVIS, SUSSEX DELAWARE, Attor-

ney-at-Law of Philadelphia, Pa., was

born at Delaware Place near Wilming-

ton city, Delaware, on the 30th day of

December, 1838. Delaware Place was

the handsome residence of his father. Colonel

Samuel B. Davis, of whom see a very fine steel

plate and biographical sketch in this volume.

His mother was Sally, daughter of Pldward

P. and Jeannette (Moore) Jones, of New Castle

county. He is the second son of his parents
;

his elder brother being Delaware Davis, Esq.,

of Virginia
;

another brother, now deceased,

was Kent Delaware Davis, Lieutenant in the

U. S. Marine Corps, who died, January ll,

1865, see sketch of Col. Davis for the family

connections, page 322 of this volume Mr. Davis

secured an excellent preparatory training at

St. Mary’s College, Wilmington, and in 1856

entered Nassau Hall, Princeton, graduating

A. B
,
with honor, in June 1859. His inclina-

tions and preferences were for the profession of

the law, and soon after he left Princeton, he

entered the law office of Hon. Ueo. M. Whar-

ton, so distingushed in the annals of the Phila-

delphia bar. Mr. Davis was admitted to prac-

tice, in Philadelphia in January, 1862, and im-

mediately entered upon the duties of his pro-

fession in that city. He has, by his recognized

abilities, won an honorable place among the

leading lawyers of Philadelphia. He was ap-

pointed local counsel and Assistant Secretary

of the Union Pacific Railroad in 1871, and

served with eminent ability in that relation for

three years. In 1872 Mr. Davis was appointed

Register in Bankruptcy and continues to hold

this position. In politics he is an Independent

Republican, and while attached to the princi-

ples of his party, is unwilling, blindly to be

dominated by party affiliations. Upright in

his dealings with all, his large clientage by his

ability and frankness find themselves assured

that their interests are perfectly safe in his

hands. He is admirably adapted to some of

the specialties of his profession, and in cases

in Equity in the Circuit Courts of the United

States has had large experience, having

been appointed as Master in a number of

such cases. His reports furnish evidence of

the possession not only of a legal mind of

great acuteness and force, but also of admir-

able literary culture and taste. He was united

in marriage on the 12th day of February, 1874,
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to Miss Mary Fleming Hare, daughter of
|

Robert Harford and IMary (Fleming) Hare,

of Philadelphia, Pa. Three children have been

born to them of this marriage
;
Samuel Boyer,

Caroline Hare, and Robert Hare Davis.

J-’^IJARTIN, HON. EDWARD LIVING-
STON, Member of Congress irom

Delaware, was born in Seaford, Sussex

0 county, March 29, 1S37. He was the

youngest son in a family of ten children,

i

whose parents were Captain Hugh and Sophia

(Willis) Martin. A sketch of his father will

be found in this volume. He attended the

public and private schools of Seaford till 1850,

when he spent a year in the Newark Acade-

my, followed by another year in Delaware Col-

lege. He was next two years in the cele-

brated academy of Anthony Bolmar, in West
i Chester, Pennsylvania, after which he entered

the University of Virginia, graduating four

years later, in 1859, from the school of -law.

Returning to Delaware he further pursued his

legal studies in the office of Hon. Daniel M.

Bates, in Wilmington, with whom he continued

eighteen months. In 1863 he was elected

clerk of the State Senate, which remained in

continuous session till 1865. In 1866 he again

returned to the University of Virginia, where

he spent six months in the law school, and

on his return was e.xamined and admitted .to

' the bar in Dover, in the fall term of that year.

He opened an office in Dover, but was soon

summoned home by the illness of his father,

with whom he remained till his decease, in

June, 1867. Himself and his eldest brother,

Luther Martin, were left executors of the

1 will, and the care of his mother and of the

estate devolved upon him. She lived till No-

vember, 1869. “Woodburn,” the estate on

which Mr. Martin now resides, fell to him

and his brother Luther. The care of this

property made it necessary for him to

relinquish the active duties of his profession

and devote himself to agriculture, in which he

has since been engaged. The whole estate

consists of about four hundred acres, and is

largely devoted to fruit, having about ten

thousand peach trees and large quantities of

the small fruits. In these Mr. Martin has

been very successful. The rest of the farm is

devoted to grain and stock. Mr. Martin was

eared in the faith of th Democratic party

and for many years has been one of its leaders

in the Slate of Delaware. He was a member

of the National Democratic Convention in

Chicago in 1864, in Baltimore in 1872, in St.

Louis in 1876, in Cincinnati in 1S80. In 1873

he was appointed a member of the board of

commissioners by the Legislature to settle the

boundary line between Delaware and New
Jersey, Chief Justice Comegys and Hon.

William G. Whitely being the other members

from this State, and Cortlandt Parker, Abra-

!
ham Browning and Albert Slape, the commis-

I

sioners on the part of New Jersey. The com-

mission was discharged in 1875, before a settle-

ment was effected. In 1877 Mr. Martin was

appointed by the Legislature, the commis-

sioner from Sussex county to encourage the

introduction and growth of the sugar beet

interest. In 1878 he was nominated by the

Democratic party and elected to the Forty-

sixth Congress. He served on the Committee

of Accounts, on the Committee of the Dis-

trict of Columbia, and on the special commit-

tee lor the Centennial Celebration of the sur-

render of Yorktown. Mr. Martin made so

honorable a record in Congress that he w'as

re-nominated by his party, and elected to the

same office in i88o, his competitor being Hon.

John Houston, one of the Judges of the Supe-

rior Court of the State. Mr. Martin was

married, March 17, 1869, to Miss Clara,daugh-

ter of William W. Dulaney, of Sussex county.

They have five children
;
Woodburn, William

Dulaney, Rosalie, Mabel Bayard, and Ed-
ward Livingston, Jr. Mr. Martin is a communi-
cant of the Protestant Episcopal Cliurch, and

has been a member of the Vestry of St. Luke’s

Parish, Seaford, for more than twenty years,

and many times a delegate to the Diocesan

Convention.

(C^^YGERT HERMAN S., of the firm of

J. E. Tygert & Co., Phosphate manu-
facturers, Smyrna, and of 42 South
Delaw'are Avenue, Philadelphia, was
born, July 30, 1848, in Guilderland,

Albany county, N. Y. His parents were

Frederick J. and Ellen M. Tygert, who w^ere

natives of that county. His grandfather was

John Tygert, who in early life followed the

business of saddle and harness making, but

afterwards became a farmer. He was a native

of Ireland and came with his parents at an
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early age to America, settling in Dutchess

county, N. Y. He served a regular appren-

ticeship and upon reaching twenty-one years

of age received from his master a saddle in lieu

of his freedom suit. After becoming free from

his trade, he settled in Amsterdam and after-

wards went to the town of Knox on Hilder-

burg mountain. Here he reared a family of

twelve children, of whom six were sons. The
grandfather of Mr. Tj'gert was the second son

of his parents,and both his great grandparents

died at Guilderland in the home of their grand-

son, the father of. Herman. Reared on his

father’s farm, he continued his attendance at

school in winter up to early manhood, and

had, besides these opportunities, a period of

four months’ instruction at Eastman's Busi-

ness college in Poughkeepsie, N. Y. His older

brother, John, having come to Delaware in

1865, left in his hands, to a good extent, the

work on the farm, on which he continued until

1873, 'vhen he also removed to this state and

began busine.ss with him. in the manufacture of

Tygert’s Star Bone Phosphate, a business so

wisely and energetically conducted as to have

attained its present large proportions. The
Messrs. Tygert are both Methodists and are

such by rearing and preference, but are of

wide liberality in religious and political views.

Herman S. was united in marriage to Fannie A.,

daughter of George Schell, of Guilderland,

Albany county, N. Y., and their children are

Nellie and George S. Tygert.

G^MERSON, GOVERNEUR,
,

M. D.,

Physician and Author, was born in

Kent county. His father, Jonathan

Emerson, died in the boyhood of this

% son, and his mother, after several years

of widowhood, married the late Manlove

Hayes, of the same county. She was a most

estimable woman, of remarkable intelligence,

and under her care and the protection of a lib-

eral-minded step-father, he received an excel-

lent education. He spent some years in travel,

including a voyage as surgeon on board a mer-

chantman, to the Mediteranean, and thence to

Canton and other Chinese seaports
;
and re-

turning to Philadelpnia in 1820, he settled

there in the practice of his profession. He
here enjoyed a large share of the public con-

fidence, his judgment and skill as a practi-

tioner being universally acknowledged. Dur-

46

ing the latter part of his life, however, he

withdrew from practice and lived in compara-

tive retirement, giving much attention to

farming, in which he availed himself of all

modern improvements. All through his career

lie manifested decided literary tastes, and

made many valuable contributions to the lit-

erature of the period. His writings were prin-

cipally upon scientific, statistical and agricul-

tural subjects. To medical literature he added

largely, chiefly through the American Journal

of the Medical Sciences. Of these literary and

scientific labors, the most remarkable was a

scries of tables exhibiting the rate of mortality

in Philadelphia, from each and all causes, of

the sexes at all ages, during thirty years, from

1807, when the first official bill of mortality

was issued. These tables have always been

recognized as possessing great value. Among
his contributions to the literature of Agricul-

ture, is the Farmers’ and Planters’ Encyclopoe-

dia of Rural Affairs, an octavo of thirteen hun-

drefl nacrpi; rp,)'etp with most valuable infor-
i. O ' 1

mation to the rural classes, and which long

ago attained the rank of a standard work. Dr.

Emerson carried out his theories by the prac-

tical pursuit of agriculture, demonstrating, on a

large scale the truths promulgated through the

scientific investigations of Baron Liebig and

many other eminent scientists. He was the first

to introduce Peruvian Guano into the Atlantic

States, and to recognize the great advantages

of the phosphatic, and other concentrated fer-

tilizers, proving their good effects on his ex-

tensive farms in Delaware. Several of

his addresses on the subject of agricul-

ture were published in pamphlet form,

and one delivered in 1872, before the Farmers’

Club, of Kent county, on “Land drainage,” as

applicable to the wet and swampy lands of

that county, is particularly valuable. His last

work was a translation from the French, of

De Play’s remarkable treatise on the Organiz-

ation of Labor, a production of profound

interest. Dr. Emerson was a clear, easy,

elegant and impressive writer, who succeeded

in making interesting every subject that he

handled. Even at an advanced age he pre-

served wonderful \dgor of mind and body. He
was a member of many literary and scientific

societies, among which was the American

Philosophical Society, the Academy of Natural

Sciences, the United States Agricultural So-

!
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ciety, the Philadelphia Horticultural Society,

tlie United States Pomological Society, the

Frank'lin Institute, the Pennsylvania Agricul-

tural Society, and several other less prominent

associations. Dr. Emerson was quiet and

unobtrusive in manner, and was exceedingly

popular in a large circle of cultivated ac-

quaintances, of both sexes. Though he

esteemed highly the society and conversation

of ladies, he never married. He died at his

residence, on Walnut street, Philadelphia,

July, 1874, in the seventy-ninth year of his

age, sincerely regretted by his relatives and

friends in that city and in Delaware.

gSROWN, JOSEPH, Earmer, of South

Murderkill hundred, was born January

^^24, 1839 Hisfather was Thomas Brown

,

^ a farmer of the same locality. His

mother, who is still living in Erederica,

was Mary, daughter of Armour and Elizabeth

Lockwood. Seven children were born of this

marriage, six of whom survive, Joseph being

the eldest. The grandfather of Joseph was

-also named Thomas; he was a farmer and

owned large tracts of land lying in the vi-

cinity of Frederica, which he had inherited from

his father, William C. Brown, who lived and

died on the farm now occupied by the subject of

this sketch. Joseph Brown attended the

schools of Frederica, principally in winter, un-

til he gained his majority. Upon the death of

his father he assumed the management of the

farm for his mother. He continued here for

three years, when, in 1871, he began farming

for himself, upon an estate of 287 acres. He
devotes his land to stock and grain, principally,

though he has cultivated peaches to some ex-

tent. When he began farming he raised hve

hundred bushels of wheat and one thousand

bushels of corn upon his farm
;
his land being

since greatly improved, he now raises one

thousand bushels of wheat and one thousand

five hundred bushels of corn on the same

number of acres. Mr. Brown is a practical

farmer, and by industry arid push, has brought

his land up to a fair state of cultivation. He
is a man of character and intelligence, and

has made his business a success. In politics

he is a Democrat and has always acted with

that party. He was married, December 28,

1871, to Miss Catherine, daughter of P'risbie

B. Clark, of Camden. Two children have been

born to them of this marriage; Elma C. and

Lizzie Brown. Doctor T. A. Brown, a well-

known and popular physician of Wilmington,

is a younger brother of Mr. Brown.

^^^^MITH, THOMPSON RIGGS, Manufac-

turer and Lumber Dealer, of Lincoln,

Deb, was born in Susse.x county, N. J.,

on the 17th of November, 1834. His

father was Daniel Smith, a farmer of

Sussex county, N. J., and now residing in Brad-

ford county, Penn., at an advanced age. His

mother was Elizabeth, daughter of Silas Riggs,

of Sussex county, N. J., and is still living in

her sixty-sixth year. The subject of this

sketch is the.eldest of eight children, who are

all living. His only sister is Mrs. White, widow

of John S. White, who died a soldier in the

United States service at New Orleans in the late

civil war, June, 1864. The brothers are Robert,

Losey, William, Beamen, Theodore, and Au-

gustus. Thompson Smith was educated at the

nnhlic schools until fifteen years of age, when

he was sent to the academy at Hamburg, N.

J., where he remained for three terms. At the

age of eighteen he went to work upon the

farm of his grandfather, Nathan Smith, in

Sussex, N. J.; in 1853 he went to Tompkins

county, N. Y., and engaged in the book agency

business, during which time his father removed

to Bradford county, Penn., and he joined his

family after a short time. At the breaking

out of the war he enlisted in the i6ist Regi-

ment, New York Volunteers, under command
ofColonel Kinsey, and served in the Red River

Expedition under General Banks. He was in

several engagements, and was in the actions

of Mansfield and Pleasant Hill. He remained

in service until 1865, when the regiment was

mustered out. Upon his return home, in 1866,

he came to Delaware and engaged in his pres-

ent business in connection with Mr. White-

head, under the firm name of Smith & White-

head. At this time the manufacture of shin-

gles engaged their attention, and they thought

to make this a specialty. The business en-

larged and they began the manufacture of

fruit baskets, crates, &c., besides general house-

furnishing lumber. In 1870 Mr. Whitehead

disposed of his interest in the business to

Wb J. Hiscox, which firm continued until 1878,

when they suffered a total loss of the mill by

fire. Mr. Smith then became sole owner of the
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land and all left from the fire. The mill was !

I

rebuilt by him and lie has made the business'

very successful. He is independent in politics,

and in religion is not a member of any denom-
ination. He was united in marriage, in Novem-
ber, 1S69, to Miss Laura, daughter of David
Rider, of New Bedford, Mass.

otROVES, JAMES HENRY, A. M.
Smyrna, State Superintendent of Free

Schools, was born at Red Lion, New
Castle county. May 17,1837. Hisfather,

Richard Groves,was a man of e.vcellent

Christian character, universally esteemed, and

was all his life a member of the Methodist

church, in which, for many years, he held official

position. He died in the city of Wilmington,

September 18, 1879. His father was Benjamin

Groves, also a farmer in New Castle county.

The family are descended fron Hans Graff,

who emigrated from Sweden
;
the name hav-

ing gradually changed to Grove and finally to

Groves. ' The wife of Richard Groves was
Ann Benson, daughter of Captain julm Hen-
derson of Cecil county, Md., who came from

Ireland at the age of seventeen. He served

as an officer in the war of 1812, and was twice

a member of the Maryland Legislature. He
was descended from the Stuarts of Scotland,

the line of descent being carefully preserved.

James Henry Groves attended the public

school in his county till about fifteen years of

age, when he spent one term at the Conference

Academy in Charlotteville, N. Y. Returning

home he worked on the farm during the follow-

ing summer,but was now fully resolved to obtain

an education, though well aware that he must

rely entirely upon his own efforts. He entered

Dickinson College in 1859, but left in seven

months and went to Wesleyan University,

Middletown, Conn. He supported himself by

working and teaching part of the time. In the

fall of 1862 he commenced teaching a public

school near Kirkwood, New Castle county.

He taught five years, gradually rising in his

profession and securing better compensation.

In 1867 he taught seven months in a Friends’

school in Bucks county, Penn., after which

he was two years Principal of the Grammar
school in Odessa. P'ollowing this he was Prin-

cipal of a private school in the same place

for two years, and ne.xt was Principal three

years of the Friends’ school above men-

tioned. He was then Principal of the Smyrna
seminary for one year. On the passage of the

present school law, providiiig for a state sup-

erintendent, Governor John P. Cochran ap-

pointed Mr. Groves superintendent of the

free schools of the state of Delaware, April 13,

1875. Each year since he has been recom-'

missioned, his last appointment being made by

Governor John W. Hall, April ll, 1882. Being

the first to hold this office, he has had to or-

ganize the educational system in the state,

and establish it upon a sound basis, a work re-

quiring great labor, and long continued effort,

but in which he has been remarkaby suc-

cessful, and has well commended himself

to the people he serves by his devotion

to his important and arduous duties. By his

industry, talent, and generally acknowledged

worth he has risen to the highest position in

the educational interests of the state. Dela-

ware college conferred upon him in June, 1879,

the honorary degree of Master of Arts. Mr.

Groves is a Democrat in politics. He has been

a master M?son_ ^inre 1869. and from his child-

hood a member of the M. E. church. He was

married, October 15, 1874, to Miss Emma F.,

daughter of William and Mary P. (Kitchin)

Flowers, and has two children, Alma Francis,

and Stuart Chandler Groves.

ILSON, DAVID, for many years a

prominent merchant and business man
of Odessa, was born in Sussex county,

^ about 1735. He was a Friend, and

and was of Scotch ancestry. In his

young manhood, and soon after his first mar-

marriage, he came to Cantwell’s Bridge,

where, between the years 1768 and 1772, he

built the large brick dwelling house, which

stands next to the Corbit House, and is still

in good preservation. His first wife and the

children he had by her died not long after his

coming to Odessa, and in 1769 he married

IMary, daughter of Daniel and Mary (Brinton)

Corbit. They had two children; Rachel,

afterward the wife of Samuel Thomas, for

many years a successful merchant and promi-

nent man of Cantwell’s Bridge, and David

Wilson, Jr. See sketch of David, Jr. Mr.

Wilson was the founder of the grain and pro-

duce shipping business of Odessa, in which he

was largely and successfully engaged for over

fifty years. He owned a number of vessels.
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and did much to build up the town. He was

one of the leading citizens of New Castle

county, a man of high character and greatly

loved and respected. He was very quiet, but

possessed great force of character, enterprise

and ability. He was a very affectionate hus-

band and an indulgent father. He died in

1S20. His wife died about 1805.

^^ACOBS, WILLIAM
Farmer of North W«

ALEXANDER,
est Fork hundred,

was born in that hundred, Feb. 15, 1821,

His father was Thomas Jacobs, a farmer

of the same hundred. His mother was

Eliza Jacobs. The subject of this sketch is the

second son of his parents and was reared upon

the farm of his father. He attended the

schools of his vicinity, principally in winter,

until he was nineteen years of age. He re-

mained upon the farm with his father until he

gained his majority, when he began the pur-

suit of agriculture upon his own account, upon

a farm known as “ Danville, whicli lie in-

herited from his father, and where he has re-

sided ever since. This estate contains 268

acres, and when Mr. Jacobs came into posses-

sion of it he found it pretty nearly worn out,

owing to the fact of its having been rented out

for eighteen years. He could only raise nine

bushels of corn and five bushels of wheat to

the acre. He has, however, improved it until

now he can raise thirty-five bushels of corn

to the acre and treble the former quantity of

wheat. In i860 he planted an orchard of 200

peach trees, and in 1870 increased the quantity

to 1000 trees. They paid very well for a num-

ber of years, but have not been so great a suc-

cess recently, and in the year 1880, he did not

have a basket of peaches upon the farm. He
has also an orchard of pears and apples, but

the pears have not been very successful He
has devoted his farm to grain growing almost

entirely and has made it a success. In politics

he is a Democrat and has vott'd with that party

for a number of years. He has served as In-

spector of Elections for his district many
times. He joined the order of Grangers in

1877, and is at present chaplain of “Sunny-

side ” Grange, No. 7, at Bridgeville, Del. He
was united in marriage, November, 1848, to

Miss Elizabeth, daughter of Peter and Sallie

Cannon, of Sussex county. Of this marriage

there are the following children still living,

\ iz : George C., William H., Sallie, now Mrs.

John Wiley, of Susse.K county
;
Mary, Caro-

line, Belle, Lizzie, Ella and Alexander Jacobs.

(^T'glSHER, GEORGE M„ Fruit and Grain

Commission Merchant, Wyoming, was
born in Baltimore, Md., February 23

1845. His father was William Fisher^

a farmer of Queen Anne's county, Md.,

who was related to the Fisher family of Dela-

ware, all of whom are descended from three

brothers who are supposed to have come to

America with William Penn. His mother was
Sarah R., daughter of George Smith, of Queen

Anne County, Md. She died in 1869, aged

55 years William Fisher, the father, died at

the age of 70 years in 1879. The subject of

this sketch was the eldest of a family of eleven

children, of whom but four are now living. He
attended school in the winter until he was

clerk in the town of Centreville. He continued

to follow this occupation at various places

until he became clerk for J. T. Jakes, of Wyo-
ming, with whom he remained until 1867, when
he went to Eastman’s Business College, at

Poughkeepsie, N. Y., from which institution he

graduated and returned to Delaware. He
then engaged as traveling salesman for W. &
H. R. Riegel, of Philadelphia. He continued

with them until 1868, at which time he returned

to Wyoming, and began the mercantile busi-

ness with Mr. J. T. Jakes, under the firm name
of Jakes & Co. This partnership continued

for some ten years, when Mr. Fisher retired

and entered upon his present business. He
began in 1878 to buy and sell fruit and grain

on commission, occupying the large buildings

of the Railroad Company. He has made this

business a success by his honorable dealing

and close attention. Mr. Fisher is a man of
I

j

character and fine business qualities, and enjoys

I

the confidence of his patrons and the citizens

of his vicinity. He is a member of the Re-

!
publican party and is interested in its success.

! He was united in marriage to Miss Maggie,

I

daughter of William P. Lindale, of Wyoming,
January ii, 1870. One child has been bern to

them
;

William L, Fisher, now in his ninth

j

year.
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cS RADFORD, Rev. THOMAS BUDD,
late of Dover, was born in Philadelphia,

<T:
|1 ^ -

October 32
,
1816. His father, Thomas

Bradford, a distinguished lawyer of

(g) Philadelphia, was born in that city,Sep-

tember II, 1781, graduated from the University

of Pennsylvania in 179S, studied law in the

city of his birth, and was there admitted to

Ihebarin 1802. In May, 1805, he married

Elizabeth Loockerman, daughter of Vincent

Loockerman, and sister of the late Nicholas

Loockerman, of Dover. They had five chil-

dren
;

Vincent L
,
Elizabeth L., Benjamin

Rush, Colonel William, and Thomas Budd

Bradford. The American founder of the family,

William Bradford, a young printer of London,

married Elizabeth Soules, sister of George

Fox, and came with William Penn to this

country, in 1682. Sometime after he went to

New York, where he returned to the faith of

his boyhood, and united with Trinity (Episco-

pal) church. He was President of its first

B r>nrd of Trustees, and went to England and

purchased the chime of bells. He had two

sons, William and Andrew
;
the former born

in 1683, and the latter in 1686. They learned

the printing business in New York, to which

place the family removed in 1693 or ’94, and

established there the first printing press, and

published the first newspaper in that city. In

1719, Andrew returned to Philadelphia, and

established The American Mercury. The

third Whlliam Bradford, son of the second

William, was born in New York in 1719, came

to Philadelphia in 1738, and assisted his uncle

Andrew on his paper. He married, in 1743.

Rachel, daughter of Hon. Thomas Budd, gov-

ernor of New Jersey. Their son Thomas,born

May 8, 1745, graduated at Princeton College

in 1763. In 1768 he went into partnership

with his father in the publication of The

Pennsylvania Jozirnal: Both father and son

were officers under Washington in the Revo-

lutionary war, the father receiving, at the age

of fifty-eight, a severe wound from which he

suffered the remaining twelve years of his life.

After the war the son resumed the publication

of his paper, the name of which he changed,

in the year 1800 to The Irue American,
and continued its publication till 1819, at

which time he had been an editor and publisher

for fifty-one years, and this paper had been
published by the family continuously for a

period of one hundred years, being the first

paper published in America, and having one

day the precedence of the first Boston paper.

Thomas Bradford, died May 8
, 1338, at the age

of ninety-four years. His wife was Mary
Fisher, of Philadelphia. They had three sons

and three daughters. The third son and fourth

child was Thomas Bradford, the father of

Rev. Thomas B. Bradford, The subject of our

sketch was the third Thomas in the line of

descent. He received his primary education

in Philadelphia, and graduated in September,

1833, at Williams College, Massachuetts, Alark

Hopkins, then being President. He was only

eighteen years of age when he became Profes-

sor of Ancient Languages in the Baptist Col-

lege at Haddington, Philadelphia county. Pa.,

and at the same time he pursued his theologi-

cal studies with Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler,

then of Philadelphia, now of Brooklyn, N. Y.

In 1833. when twenty years of age, he received

the degree of Master of Arts from Williams

College. On the completion of his studies

he was called to the charge of a Presby-

terian church in Michigan. About the year

1840 he returned to Philadelphia and became
pastor of the Presbyterian church at German-
town, where he remained till the spring of

1S50, when his health being somewhat im-

paired, and his uncle, Nicholas Loockerman,
son of Vincent Loockerman, of Dover, having

deceased, he resigned his charge and removed
to that place to look after his interests in the

Loockerman estate. After this he had no pas-

toral charge, but devoted himself to the care

of his large property. The town of Dover had

previously been bounded on the north by
Loockerman street, and contained only six

hundred inhabitants. Mr. Bradford at once

sold off building lots and put up a large num-
ber of handsome houses

; and this, called

Bradford’s city, is now the best part of Dover,

containing many of the finest residences and

public buildings. All his lands near Dover he

greatly improved. He married, in 1835, when
only nineteen years of age. Miss Henrietta,

daughter of John Singer, Esq She died in

Dover in the spring of 1851. In Sept., 1857,

he married Miss Lucinda H., daughter of Dr.

Robert R. Porter, of Wilmington, and grand-

daughter of Hon. Willard Hall, late Judge of

the U. S. Circuit Court, of Delaware. By this

marriage he had five children : Thomas Budd
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Bradford, who graduated from Princeton Col-

lege in the class of i8Si
;
Lucinda Hall, Wil-

liam, Robert R. Porter and Willard Hall Brad-

ford. Mr. Bradford’s health had for a long

time declined. He died, March 25, 1871, in

the fifty-fifth year of his age. He was a man
of fine presence and of pure and upright char-

acter.

ILLIAMS, FREDERIC AUGUSTUS,
Attorney-at-Law, Dover, was born in

^^< 7̂ Feeding-Hills, Mass., Nov. 17, 1846,

being the second son of Rev. Dillan
i

Williams and Mary Chapman Truman,

his wife. His father, a Congregational clergy-

man, was born in Colchester, Conn., February

16, 1805. He graduated at Yale College in

1836, and at the Theological Seminary in

1839. pastor of Congregational

churches in New England until 1857, when he

was called to a Presbyterian church in Boon-

ville. New York, and in 1859, to a church of

the same denomination in Cleveland, N. Y.,

.where he died, Nov. 23, 1879. He w'as the son of

Frederick William Whlliams, a farmer near

Colchester, Conn., who served in the Revolu-

tionary war, being present in engagements

at Johnstown, N. Y., and Bennington, Vt.

The first American ancestor of this family

was Robert Williams, of Norwich, England

who, to escape persecution by the established

church in England, came to this country from

Holland in 1638, and was admitted a free-

man of the town of Roxbury, Mass., in the

same year. William Williams, one of the signers

of the Declaration of Independence, was one of

his descendants. He was the direct ancestor of

the subject of this sketch in the seventh

generation, tracing his descent successively

through Robert, Isaac, Isaac, Ebenezer, Jona-

than, Frederick Whlliam, and Dillan. Frederick

A. Williams received his education in the pub-

lic schools till the age of fourteen, after which

he spent two years under the private instruc-

tion of his father, in the classics, higher

mathematics, and the sciences. He then

spent two years in learning the cabinet-

making business, after wdiich he entered a

large mercantile house in Cleveland, in which
|

he was successively clerk and bookkeeper. In

February, 1868, he removed to Dover to en-

!

gage in fruit-growing
;
and, in company with .

his brother, Henry Truman Williams, of Neivi

York City, purchased a tract of land immedi-

ately adjoining that town. In 1871 Mr. Wil-

liams was elected Principal of the Dover Pub-

lic Schools, then comprising four of the six

districts into which the town was divided. In

1875 the six districts were consolidated by

Act of the Legislature, and the schools, thus

united, continued in charge of Mr. Williams,

under w'hose care they emerged from a low'

condition to one of prosperity and great popu-

larity. In 187S he resigned the charge of the

schools to continue the study of law, whic’a he

had begun in 1876, under the direction of Hon.

N. B. Smithers, and in 1879 was admitted to

the bar of Kent county. He at once settled

in Dover, wdiere he was very successful in the

practice of liis profession. In 1879 he w'as

elected a member of the Public School Board

in Dover, of which he was afterwards made
Secretary. He joined the Presbyterian Church

of which his father was pastor in 1865, and was
a member of the church of that denomination

in Dover. He was also superintendent of the

Sabbath School connected wich rhat church.

In the summer of 1882 Mr. Williams removed

to Colorado where he is now engaged in his

profession.

^’^ICHOLSON, HON. JOHN A., of

Dover, Lawyer and ex-member of Con-
gress, was born in Laurel, November

17, 1827. His father, Jacob Cannon
Nicholson, was born in Delaware, in

1804. He married Susan Fauntleroy Quarles,

a native of Virginia. Her maternal uncle,

George Smith, was Governor of that state,

and with about seventy others, perished in the

burning of the Richmond Theater, on the

night of December 26, 1811. The first Ameri-
can ancestor of the family was Huffington

Nicholson, who came to Delaware from ILig-

land about the year 1720. His son Jonathan

was the grandfather of the subject of this

sketch. The latter passed his childhood in

Virginia, in the counties of Amherst, and

Nelson, and in 1843 entered Dickinson College.

In February 1847, he came to Dover and com-
menced the study of law, in the office of Hou.

Martin W. Bates. He was admitted to the

bar in October, 1850, and from that time has

continued to practice in Dover. In the same
year he was appointed Superintendent of

schools for the county of Kent, by Governor
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Ross, having from very early life been active

in promoting the educationai interests of the

State. In 1864 Mr, Nicholson was noninated

by the Democratic [)arty, and elected to rep- '

resent the State in the Thirty-ninth Congress
;

^

and was re-elected to the I'orticth Congress,
,

his term e.xpiring March 4, 1S69. During his
j

first term he served on the Committee on
:

Elections, and during the second term on the
j

Committee on Appropriations. Mr. Nicholson
|

was married, August 2 ,
184S, to Miss Angelica

|

K
,
daughter of John and Mary (Stout) Reed,

of Dover, granddaughter of Jacob Stout, and

great-granddaughter of Chancellor Killen.

They hav'e one son, John Reed Nicholson,

who graduated from Yale College in 1S70, and

was admitted to the New York bar in 1873.

He practiced in that city till 1876, when he

returned to Dover. Mr. Nicholson is a leading

member of the Masonic Fraternity, and has

for many years been a member and office-

bearer in the Presbyterian Church. Like a

large proportion of his highly cultivated class,

he is modest and retiring in manner, leaving

to men of lesser abilities the forwardness and

self-assertion more needful in their case. He
is a man of most studious habits, a great

reader of general literature, and his broad and

generous culture is recognized and enjoyed by

the first men of Dover. This pleasure is en-

hanced by the perfect gentle manliness and

refinement of his manners, and few men in his

locality are, in a quiet way, more deservedly

popular.

ILARK, JOHN CURTIS, son of Major

Geo. Clark, by his first marriage, was

born in Red Lion hundred. New Castle

IC county, March 6, 1799. He received

ei " the greater part of his early education

at the “ country pay school,” but attended, for

one term, the old Academy in Wilmington,

then under the direction of the famous classi-

cal teacher, Joseph Downing. His habits in

youth were very simple and e.xemplary. From
his childhood he exhibited great maturity of

thought and character. In partnership with

his father-in-law. Major Philip Reybold, in

1824, he contracted to excavate and build the

eastern portion of the Chesapeake and Dela-

ware Canal. On the completion of this impor-

tant work he visited the city of Washington,

and afterwards certain sections in the State

of New York, with a view to his settlement in

life
;
but finally returned and bought, in 1827,

a large landed estate adjoining the place of his

birth, upon which he afterwards lived to the

close of life. On the establishment of a State

Bank in Delaware City, in 1849, he was miade

one of its directors, and held this position as

long as he lived. He was early made a trus-

tee of Delaware College, at Newark, and was

ever a w'arm friend and generous supporter of

education. A.s trustee of the Poor for many
years, he interested himself in an}- and every

improvement in the treatment and condition

of this unfortunate class. Holding many local

offices, he was ever earnest and active in pru-

dently promoting that which elevated the

community about him. He was, in early life

a Jefferson Democrat, but became a Whig on

Jackson’s elevation to the Presidency, and re-

mained a faithful adherent and generous con-

tributor to that organization to the time of its

dissolution in 1854. In i860 he went to Chi-

cago as a Lincoln man, taking so conspicuous

a part in his uomination that he '.vas made a

Vice President of the convention, and was ap-

pointed one of the delegates to wait on the

nominee at Springfield, and announce his can-

didacy. During the war President Lincoln

had no warmer or more unselfish supporter

than John C. Clark. He had great influence

with the President, which he used earnestly

and judiciously for the advancement of the

Union cause. In the course of his long life, he

accumulated a handsome property. All his

business transactions were entered upon and

carried forward with unswerving integrity. His

was a rare Christian character
;
before he was

twenty years of age he was chosen ruling

elder in the St. George’s Presbyterian church,

and held th.at office for over fifty years
;
and

for very many years sustained a prayer meeting

in his own immediate neighborhood. He was

married July 18, 1826, to Elizabeth, daughter

of Philip and Betsey Reybold, byiwhom there

were twelve children, seven of whom outlived

the father. Mr. Clark was a man of splendid

personal appearance, tall and well-formed,

with every indication of finest health. He
died of heart disease, July 29, 1869, in the sev-

enty-first year of his age. Few men hav'e

lived in the State who adorned the relations

of life, whether public, official, or domestic,

with such singular purity, earnestness and
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fidelity, or went to the grave more generally

respected than he, of whom we have given

this unvarnished record.

^r7;g>^MlTH, MAJOR S. RODMAN, U. S.

^ Commissioner and Clerk of U. S. Dis-

trict and Circuit Court of Delaware,

, Lawyer and Soldier, was born April 20,

1841, in Wilmington. His father was
Albert W. Smith, whose ancestors belonging

to the Society of Friends, emigrated to this

country during the early part of the eighteenth

century. His mother, before marriage, was a

Miss Wollaston, who came of an old Delaware
Quaker family. His education was obtained

at the best Friends’ schools in Delaware,

Pennsylvania and New Jersey. After com-
pleting his scholastic education, he accepted

an assistant's position in the Wilmington Sav-

ing Fund Society, of which his father was Sec-

retary and Treasurer. In i860 he began the

study of law with Hon. E. G. Bradford, but

his legal studies were abandoned, July, 1862,

at which time he commenced to recruit men
for the Fourth Delaware Infantry. He was

commissioned First Lieutenant and afterwards

promoted to the Captaincy of Company C.

For gallant and meritorius services at the en-

gagement at Rowanty Creek, Va., February

6, 1865, he was promoted to the rank of Brevet

Major U. S. Volunteers. In this engagement

he had command of the Regiment, being the

senior Captain present after the wounding o

Captains Kent and McClary. Major Smith

served with his regiment until the close of the

war, and shared in the actions of “ Bethesda

Church,” “ Cold Harbor,” ‘
‘ Petersburg,” “ Pee-

ble’s P'arm,” “ Jerusalem Plank Road,” “Row-
anty Creek,” “Dabney’s Mills,” “Appomattox
C. H.,” and several others, besides assisting in

the destruction of the Weldon railroad in

North Carolina. In the final struggle at Ap-
pomattox, he commanded the Third, Fourth

and Eighth Delaware regiments, and proved

to be a skilled and efficient officer. At the

close of the war he resumed his legal studies

and was admitted to practice in 1867. After

residing in Wilmington for a year he removed

to Carroll county, Md., where he contined to

reside until 1869, when he returned to Wil-

mington to fill the position of Secretary and

Treasurer of the Farmers’ Mutual Insurance

Company of Delaware, which appointment he

had previously accepted. He severed his con-

nection with this institution in 1873, and

entered upon the duties of his present position,

which office he has filled with credit for the

past nine years. In politics he is a Republi-

can, and an ardent supporter of those princi-

ples for which he contended upon the field.

Major Smith was united in marriage, in 1867,

to Miss Ware, daughter of Charles Ware, of

Virginia.

^r^URTIS, SOLOMON MINOT, Paper

Manufacturer of Newark, was born at

Newton Lower Falls, near Boston, Mass.

His parents were Solomon and Hannah
(£j Curtis. S. Minot was the youngest of

nine brothers,- all paper makers, who were all

reared in, and became members of, the Protes-

tant Episcopal Church. He was early educa-

ted at private schools, and then at Newton
Academy, which he attended for three years,

then under the direction of Seth Davis. He, in

his seventeenth year, went into the Paper Mill

of his brother to learn the business. In liis twen-

tieth year his excellent mother died, and when
twenty-five he married Miss Adaline H. Hurd.

He came to Newark in 1848 with his brother

George B. Curtis, and they purchased the old

“ Meteer Paper Mill,” adjoining the town.

This they refitted and refurnished throughout,

and began the manufacture of paper under the

the title of “ Nonantum Mills.” In 1851 Geo.

B. sold his interest to their brother Frederick

A. Curtis and the firm became “Curtis &
Bro. which has grown to its present large

proportions and established a national rep-

utation for its goods. This firm and mill

have had large prosperity
;

in 184S, com-
mencing with an old disused factory, with

antiquated and worn out machinery, and with

limited capital, and now its annual product is

nearly or quite $70,000, and with one of the

best equipped manufactories in the United

States. Its management and success reflect

the highest credit on the Messrs. Curtis
;
and

the community in which they live have been

largely benefited by their enterprise. S.

Minot Curtis has been one of the foremost and

most prominent laymen of his church in the

State for many years, and has been a member
and Secretary of the Diocesan Conventions of

the Protestant Episcopal Church for the past

twenty four years, and a delegate to the Gen-
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eral Conventions of this Church in the United
States, for nine Sessions. In i 83 i he visited

Europe and was accompanied v/ith the kindest

wishes of friends, who felt and e.xpressed a

touching interest upon his safe return in im-

proved health, and with unabated love for his

country. Mr. Curtis served as a member of

the State Legislature, 1S61-2, greatly to the

satisfaction of his .constituents ; September

16, 1882, he was nominated for State Senator

from New Castle county by the Republican

Party, with which he has affiliated since its

organization. Before this, he and his eight

brothers were Whigs, voting that ticket until

the party ceased to exist. The children of

Mr. and Mrs. Curtis, are Edward, Sarah, and
Walter.

t
ORTER, ROBERT ROBINSON, M. D.,

late of WiImington,wasborn in 18 1 r. His

father, Robert Porter, was one of the

most influential and enterprising citizens

of that city. He established The Chris-

tian IntelligC7tcery diV\ 6. later The Deiatuare Siait

yourtial, long the staunchest Whig paper in

the State. R. R. Porter obtained his early edu-

cation chiefly at the celebrated school of Rev.

Dr. Magraw, of West Nottingham. From
early life he had almost a passion for the medi-

cal profession, and with this end in view, pur-

sued his studies with great assiduity, gradua-

ting from the Llniversity of Pennsylvania about

1835. He was then for a time connected with

the Blockley Almshouse, and still further pur-

sued his researches into medical science under

the first physicians of his time. Accepting

next the position of Resident Physician at the

Frankford Insane .Asylum, he acquired there a

valuable experience, and published his obser-

vations in the Americati Medical Journal. He
commenced the regular practice of his profes-

sion in Philadelphia, where he assisted Dr.

Samuel Morton in the preparation of his work

on “Phthisis Pulmonalis.” Soon after he re-

moved to his native city where his skill, urban-

ity and conscientious devotion to his profes-

sional duties soon secured him a large and lu-

crative practice. He was progressive in his

character and always in the van of those in-

terested in the wider and fuller development

of medical science, while his course towards

his professional colleagues was marked by a

scrupulously high sense of honor, liberality and

47
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courtesy, that awakened in them a correspond-

ing sentiment and manner. His uniform kind-

ness made him especially beloved by the

younger members of the profession. To the

meetings of the Medical Society of Delaware,

his presence always added great interest,

while his large experience and fresh stores of

thought and knowledge never failed to make
the occasion most profitable. Of this society

he was a member, and for a time President, and
repeatedly was its representative in the Arnieri-

can Medical Association. He was one of the

earliest and most influential members of the

Delaware Plistorical Society, into the labors of

which he entered with all the enthusiasm of

his nature, and by much expenditure of time and
effort, as well as by liberal contributions of

money, was largely instrumental in raising the

necessary funds to carry out its objects, and in

placing it upon a permanent basis. He was a

man of extensive reading, cultivated tastes and
an ardent love of knowledge. In the treasures

of his own choice library he often found a

solace when weaned v.dth the arduous labors of

his profession. He possessed a warm, genial

temperament, and when in health greatly

enjoyed social intercourse
;

in society con-

tributing largely to the general pleasure.

He was, however, debarred by ill health from

this enjoyment for some time before he died.

He was a man of enterprise and public spirit,

and was for several years a member of the

City Council,, in which, as chairman of the

Finance Committee, he discharged his labor-

ious and responsible duties with diligence and
fidelity. He was for several years a director

of the Bank of Delaware. He found time,

notwithstanding the pressure of professional

duties, to engage extensively in real estate

operations in the eastern part of the city, pur-

chasing land which he sometimes improved,

but generally sold on improvement contracts,

requiring little or no cash payments and giv-

ing long credits. Many men in Wilmington
now own their own homes by reason of his

liberality in these arrangements. His family

were strong Presbyterians and he was for

many years a devoted member of the Hanover
Street Church. His piety was deep and sincere,

and he brought to the sick room Christian sym-
pathy and counsel and support as well as

medical aid. He married in 1841, Lucinda,

only daughter of the late Judge Willard Hall.
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Dr. Porter died April 14, 1876. Kis health had
'

been failing for two years, still his death was

sudden, and the shock to his friends and the

cominunity was great. Sorrow for the loss of

one so generally loved and esteemed, so ready

always for every good word and work, and

who had filled up the measure of his days

with usefulness and honor, found free expres-

sion through the press and in every gathering.

His name and the record of his life are a legacy

of great worth, not only to his family, but to

his native city and state.

united with the M. E. church in 1850, and has

been a trustee of St. Paul’s, at Odessa, since

1867. He devotes his influence and means to

the cause of Christianity, and enjoys the warm
esteem of his neighbors and the community.

He was united in marriage to IMiss Hannah M.,

daughter of Matthew Crist, December 4, 1S51.

They have had five children ; Belle J., Cathe-

rine C., Harry, a most promising young man,

who died May 3, 1876, in his twentieth year
;

Rachel, and May Appleton.

PPLETON. HENRY HOFFECKER,
Odessa, was born in Thor-

^ ^ oughfare Neck, New Castle county,

January 13, 1829 His father, John

Appleton, was a successful farmer, and

one of the pioneer peach growers of Delaware.

His farms near Odessa, contain some very fine

orchards. He married, in 1824, Rachel, daugh-

ter of Martin Hoffecker, of Smyrna. (See

sketch of John Appleton.) The grandfather,

of the subject of this sketch, was also named

John Appleton. He was a farmer and resident

of Thoroughfare Neck, where, as a local

preacher of the M. E. church, he had large

influence and was widely known. He is still

remembered by some of the old residents of

the vicinity as a man of strong character and

great originality. Henry H. Appleton at-

. tended the Academy at Odessa, until seven-

teen years of age, and afterwards spent two

years at the New Jersey Conference Seminary.

In 1853 he began farming on the “ Buck ” farm,

situated between Summit Bridge and Mt. Pleas-

ant, where he remained twelve years, and in

1864 removed to “ Stony Brook,” a farm loca-

ted two miles south of Odessa, containing 240

acres on which he still resides. Mr. Appleton

has a fine orchard of 8,000 peach trees, which

he has found profitable, but devotes the most

of his farm to grain, and has been a very suc-

cessful agriculturist. In politics he is a Repub-

lican, and has acted with that party since its

organization. His father’s family were devoted

to the old Whig party. He was a strong

Union man during the war, and in i860 was

elected a member of the State Legislature,

proving himself a wise and safe legislator dur-

ing that critical period. In early life he was

active in political matters, but since 1866 has

taken but little part in public affairs. He

ILSON, THOMAS HOWARD, of

Lebanon, Del. was born in Lewisburg

_ Penna,, January i, 1840. His father

was William Wilson, a farmer of Union

county,' Pa., who died in 1856 at the

age of forty-seven years. Plis mother was

Maria, daughter of Henry Hummel, Esq., of

Easton, Pa. She is still living in her sixty-

sixth year. The subject of this sketch was

educated in his native town, attending Lewis-

burg University until eighteen, when he be-

gan as a machinist to iearn ihaL uusincas at

Hazleton, Pa. He continued until his twenty-

first year when he went to Richmond, Va., as en-

gineer on the Richmond and Danville Railroad,

in which position he was at the breaking

out of the w'ar. He then came north and after

one year entered the Commissary Department

of the U. S. Service, in which he continued until

the close of the war, serving with the Army of

the Potomac. Upon his return home he settled

in Chester, Pennsylvania, and engaged in

in the lumber business for three years, when

he removed to North Carolina and engaged in

the same business, remaining there for two

years, when, in consequence of poor health he

returned north. He came to Lebanon, Del.,

in 1869, and with John S. Collins, engaged in

the business of canning fruits, under the firm-

name of J. S. Collins & Co. In 1871 Mr. Wil-

son purchased the farm upon which he now

resides, but still continued in business with

Mr. Collins until 1875. This business w'as not

a success, owing to the destruction of their

buildings and entire stock by fire, which

partially disabled them. Mr. Wilson w'ith-

drew from the firm in 1875 and built his resi-

dence and necessary outbuildings, as there

were no buildings upon the land at the time it

was purchased. He has seventy-two acres

devoted to the culture of fruits
;
peaches, apples.
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cherries, strawberries, raspberries, and black

berries. He is largely engaged in stock rais-

ing, being the largest breeder and shipper of

thoroughbred stock in the state. His farm is

known as the “Sassafras Stock Farm,” and he

has been very successful in this specialty. He
ships large numbers ofhis Plymouth Rock chick-

ens to all parts of the country, and his tho-

roughbred stock is much sought after by the

farmers of his vicinity and beyond state lim-

its. He thinks the best method to make the

lands of Delaware more remunerative is to

combine stock-breeding with fruit-growing.

Mr. Wilson ha.s spared neither pains nor money
in securing the best foundation stock from re-

liable parties, and making it an inflexible rule

to allow nothing to leave his farm that is not

as represented
;
thus enabling purchasers to

buy with as much certainty by correspondence

as though they had seen the purchases before

they made them. He was the first person to

give his attention to improved dairying and

dairy implements in his section of the coun-

try, and is deserving of much credit for the

benefit he has conferred on the general com-

munity. He is a Republican in politics, and is

a devoted friend to that party. He has been a

member of the Presbyterian Church for ten

years. He was made a Mason in 1865. He is

a man of honor and fidelity, enjoying the con-

fidence of the community and the respect of his

many friends. He was united in marriage to

Miss Mary S., daughter of Levi and Catherine

(Speaker) Sterner, of Lewdsburg, Pa.

^^Q^ORBIT, DANIEL, late of Odessa, was

banks of the Schuylkill, near

Philadelphia, October 2, 1796. He was

(LAP the son of William Corbit,who was born

in the same locality November 10, 1745.

William Corbit was a merchant, tanner and

farmer. He married first Mary Pennell, and

had one child, Pennell Corbit, who married

the daughter of Gov. Clark. The second wife of

William Corbit was Sarah Fisher, a relative of

Hon. John M. Clayton, and of Judge Geo. P.

Fisher. They had one child,William F. Corbit,

a prominent and wealthy merchant of Odessa.

The third wife of William Corbit was Mary,

daughter of John Cowgill, known in history

as the Martyr Quaker of Little Creek, near

Dover. By her he had five children : John C.;

Mary
;
Thomas

;
Sarah, who married Pressley

Spruance of Delaware, U. S. Senator
;

and
Daniel, the subject of our sketch. William
Gorbit died August 1,1817. His parents were
Daniel and Mary (Brinton) Corbit. The first

American ancestor of the family was Daniel

Corbit, a Scotch Quaker, who came to this

country about the year 1700, and settled on

Appoc][uinimink creek. William Corbit re-

moved with his family to Cantwell’s Bridge,

now Odessa, when his son Daniel was five

years old, and resided in a large and impos-

ing brick mansion, which is still standing

in e.xcellent condition. It was built by the

father of William Corbit in 1773, ^and was

the home of Daniel Corbit -and his family

through life. His widow died there in 1880.

Daniel Corbit was educated in Smyrna, at a very

excellent school of the Society of Friends.

At the age of sixteen he became a clerk in the

store of William F. Corbit, his elder brother,

and at twenty-one purchased the tan-yard

at Cantwell's Bridge, an industry which had
been in operation since 1765, and which
he conducted with great success, till about

1850. Shortly before that time he commenced
investing his capital in real estate, to the im-

provement of which he devoted him.self after

closing his business at the above date. He
was among the earliest and most successful

peach growers of that section. During all his

life he was practically the lawyer of the town.

Possessed of a clear mind and sound judg-

ment, he wrote all the legal papers, deeds

,

wills, mortgages, required. He was for many
years a director of the old Bank at Smyrna. In

politics he was first a Federalist, next a

Whig, and finally a Republican; and was very

prominent in local and in public affairs. He
was several times a member of the State

Legislature, and was a member of the Consti-

tutional Convention of 1852. Several times

the attempt was made to nominate him for

Governor, but this he peremptorily refused to

allow. He was a man of the highest charac-

ter. All his manner and appearance indicated

the native nobility of his nature, and impressed
all who met him. He was very benevolent,
and as a strict Friend, might well be chosen as

a representative of the highest type of that

order of Christians. He was married in

1 ^ 33 '
W Eliza, daughter of Andrew Naudain,

atul sister of Arnold Naudain, LF. S. Senator.
She was a member of the M. E. Church, a lady
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of remarkably lovely character, great intelli-
j

gence and fine culture. Their children were
|

John Covvgill Corbit
;
Louisa A., now wife of

Captain Charles Corbit of St. Georges, a dis-

tant cousin
;
Daniel, who died at the age of

four years
;
Dr. William Brinton Corbit, long

in the Surgeon General’s department in Wash-
ington, and who died in July, 1882, and Daniel

|

Wheeler Corbit. Mrs. Corbit died in Decem-
ber, 1844. In April, 1847, Mr. Corbit married

his cousin, Mary Corbit, daughter of David

Wilson, a prominent and successful merchant
of Odessa, of whom see notice in this volume.

Mary, wife of E. Tatnall Warner, of Wilming-
ton, was the only child of this marriage. Mrs.

Mary Corbit was a lady of striking sweetness

and amiability of character. Her great be-

nevolence, and her kindness and delicate con-

sideration even for strangers, made her univer-

sally beloved. Well-read and possessing a

mind of an uncommon order, she was a most
fitting companion for her husband. Mr. Cor-

bit died in May, 1877, and his v.ddov/ followed

him, March 21, 1880.

ORBIT, DANIEL WHEELER, of

jT Odessa, was born, March 7, 1843. His

father was Daniel Corbit, of whom see

sketch in this volume. His mother
w'as Miss Eliza Naudain, daughter of

Andrew Naudain and sister of Hon. Arnold

Naudain, United States Senator from Dela-

ware. Daniel W. Corbit was the fourth son,

and at the age of twelve years was sent to the

Friends’ Boarding School at West Town, then

under the supervision of Samuel Alsop. After

spending three years at this school he passed

one year at the Friends’ School in Wilmington,

Del., and another year in Delaware City, pre-

paratory to entering college. In i860 he en-

tered the sophomore class of the Haverford

Friends’ College, where he remained until his

promotion to the senior class, and was then

called home to attend to duties devolving upon

him in consequence of the absence of his

brother-in-law. Captain Charles Corbit, who
had joined the army for the suppression of the

rebellion. Mr. Corbit immediately gave his

attention to agricultural pursuits, devoting

much time and many acres of land to peach-

growing, making this business a success. In

politics he has been a decided Republican,

firmly believing that the best good of the

country can be insured only by the permanent

ascendency of the Republican party. In 1S75

Mr. Corbit joined the Presbyterian Church, of

which Ids wife was a member, and is acting as

trustee and treasurer of Drawyer’s Church.

He was united in marriage on the 13th of Oc-

tober, 1870, to Miss Mary C. Higgins, daughter

of Anthony M. Higgins, of New' Castle county.

Two daughters, Sally Clar’K and Louisa Nau-

dain, have been born to them of their mar-

riage.

(cSj^OWNSEND, GEORGE LYBRAND,
L e.x-Legislator and a Farmer of Appo-

L'ig!.!/ quinimick hundred, was ’oorn on the

2nd day of January, 1841. His father

w'as Sylvester D. Townsend, a farmer

of New Castle hundred, who was born, October

5, 1801, and died, April 6, 1872. He was a man
of great integrity, and was a Commissioner of

the Levy Court from 1864 until 1868. His

mother was Abigail, daughter of Thomas and

Abigail Layman, of Chester County, Pa. She

was born, January 4, 1812, and was married to

Mr. Townsend, June 25, 1838. She was an

active member of the M. E. church, a lady of

great moral worth, and died March 10, 1862.

The Towmsends were of English origin, and

probably emigrated to this country in the

early part of .the last century. The subject of

this sketch is the only representative of his

father’s family. He attended the schools of

his neighborhood until the age of 17 years,

w'hen he was sent to the Delaware Military

Academy at Wilmington, under the care of

Col. Theodore Hyatt. Owing to illness his

studies w'ere frequently interrupted, and after

tw'o years he was compelled to abandon them.

He returned home and assisted his father in

farming until he gained his majority, at which

time he began agricultural life on his own ac-

count upon a farm in Pencader hundred, near

Summit Bridge, which he now owns, and con-

tains about 200acres. He has a fine orchard of

5,000 peach trees upon this estate. After eight

years he came to reside upon a farm belonging

to his father-in-law, the late Rev. Levi Scott,

D. D., Senior Bishop of the M. E. church, and

has been employed in growing cereals and cul-

tivating fruits. This farm contains a growing

orchard of about 16,000 peach trees and other

fruits in abundance. Mr. Townsend has been

a successful farmer, and his intelligence and
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integrity have made him very prominent as aj

public man and agriculturist. He has been ;

an ardent Republican from the beginning, and

through the late war was earnest in his attach-

ment to the Union, and for all needful meas-

ures to put down the rebellion. In 1874 he

was the Republican candidate for the State

Senate. Mr. Townsend is an active member
of the M. E. church, which he joined in 1867,

at Odessa, Del. He has served as trustee in

the M. E. church for a number of years, and

has been superintendent of the Sunday school

at Odessa. He was united in marriage, Decem.-

ber 12, 1866, to Miss Cornelia Janes, youngest

daughter of Bishop Levi Scott, D. D., of

Odessa, Del. Seven children have been born

of this marriage, viz.: Levi Scott, Sylvester

Deputy, George Lybrand, Jr., Cornelia, Mar-

tha, and William S., and Henry S., twins,

now in their second year. Mr. Townsend was

elected a member of the General Assembly of

the State of Delaware from New Castle county’

and took his seat, Jamiary /i, j88i, and served

as a member of several committees with much
credit.

2^ IDGELY, HON. HENRY M.,was born

^tlj^^in Dover, August 6, 1779. His father. Dr.

Charles G. Ridgely, eminent as a physi-

^js^^cian and a man, died while he was a

®^boy, and his training and education de-

volved on his mother, a lady of strong sense,

highly cultivated, refined, and richly endowed

with intellectual gifts. Her maternal love,

guided by a wise judgment and fervent piety,

directed with more than ordinary care the

education of her eldest son. She was

Ann, the youngest daughter of William Moore,

of Moore Hall, Penna., well known in the-early

annals of that colony, and the ancestor of

some of its most eminent citizens. Mr.

Ridgely was educated at Dickinson College

from which he graduated with honor during

the Presidency of the celebrated Dr. Nes-

bitt. He pursued his legal studies at Lan-

caster, Pa., under the care and direction of

his relative Charles Smith, and was ad-

mitted to the bar of Delaware, about 1802.

It was at this time that Mr. Ridgely was de-

sired by his friend, Dr. Barrett,of Dover, a gen-

tleman of high standing, the grandfather of

Hon. N. B. Smithers, to be the bearer of a

challenge to Mr. Shields, of Wilmington, who

j

had grossly insulted him. Mr. Shields refused

; to fight Dr. Barrett,but in turn challenged Mr.

Ridgely as the bearer of the message. This

the latter felt obliged, according to the evil

sentiment of that time, to accept, and the duel

was fought. Mr. Ridgely' was severely wounded
and his life, for a time, despaired of. He had,

in his misfortune, the sympathy of the entire

community', and the odium attached to his op-

ponent was so great that he left Wilmington.

Mr. Ridgely recovered, and November 21,

1803, was married to Sarah, daughter of John
Banning, of Dover, a lady refined, intellectual

and lovely, and his domestic relations were

most happy'. At the time of his admission to

the bar, a number of Delaware’s most gifted

lawyers, Cmsar A. Rodney, Van Dy'ke, George
Read, Jr., and others of a similar order of intel-

lect, were at the height of their popularity',

yet he rapidly made his way into a lucrative

practice. His talent, candor, and great moral

integrity, gave him a commanding influence.

His honesty shone conspicuously, and in the

path of duty he was firm and unswerving. He
was made President of the Farmers Bank at

Dover, which office he held from the time of

its incorporation in 1807, till a short time be-

fore his death, when his failing health induced

him to resign, having then held it for forty

consecutive years. He was elected a Repre-

sentative to the U. S. Congress from Dela-

ware in 1811, re-elected by' a large majority in

1813, and declined the nomination in 1815. He
was appointed Secretary of State in 1817, by
Governor John Clark, again, by Governor Stout,

and again, by Governor Paynter in 1824 He de-

voted himself, with unremitting assiduity to

the duties of this office, collected all the

papers belonging to it, which had been greatly

scattered
;
arranged them in proper order,

looked up the archives of the State and thus

saved much of importance and great interest

to posterity. He was one of the leaders of

the Federal party in his State and became an

active politician. Before the people, in elec-

tioneering campaigns, he was most eflective,

but always open and honorable, refusing to

lend his assistance or listen to any unfair course

for the advancement of either his party or him-

self. He was elected and re-elected to the Leg-

islature of his state and framed some of its most

important laws. Most active in his profession,

he y'et sought every opportunity to benefit
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others and the public, accepting with this view

the comparatively inferior office of Levy Court

Commissioner, and by patient industry, re-

stored the financial affairs of Kent county to

an orderly condition, and to the substantial

basis on which they now rest. Hearing that

there was mismanagement of the finances, and

discomfort in the County Almshouse, he re-

quested to be made trustee of the Poor, and

brought about many reforms, added greatly to

the co.mfort of the paupers, and yet saved the

county much expense. He never sought office

for his own bcni fit, but declined distinguished

positions, among them the office of Chancellor

of the state in 1S30, and afterward the office of

Chief Justice. One of his most prominent

characteristics was his attention and kindness to

the young, who were drawn to him by his

genial manner and the interest he took in their

sports and pleasures, and he thus found many
opportunities to instill into their minds the mo-
tives and principles which governed his own
life. Many have referred to him as first awak-

ening in their minds an ambition to attain to an

honorable position in life. He was always ready

to give substantial aid to those who needed it.

He was sent to the United States Senate in

1827, and both in that body, and in the House,

was ever anxious for “home protection,” and

always gave his vote and influence for a pro-

tective tariff. He was a pleasant speaker, gen-

erally ready in debate, and had made public

affairs the study of his life
;
yet in the presence

of Calhoun, Clay, Webster and the men of their

day, his modesty made him taciturn, but though

quiet, he had great influence. His unwearied

industry, strict probity, clear views and sound

judgment, with his calm demeanor, inspired

respect and confidence, which, with those

admitted to a nearer acquaintance, ripened into

the warmest feelings of friendship. His con-

versation in after years was enriched with many
pleasant reminiscences of the distinguished men
who then formed so bright a galaxy of talent

in Washington. His memory was remarkably

retentive, and in social life he was very agree-

able and instructive. His voice was full and

well modulated, and he had a fund of historic

lore, always at his command, which gave him

great advantage over those less accurate in their

information. He was a well-formed, fine-looking

man. Though living in a slave state he regarded
j

slavery as wrong, and though he frequently

purchased slaves, he liberated them after he

considered they had repaid him by their labor,

the money expended in their purchase. Many of

these returned to him when sick or disabled,

and were taken care of till their death. Mr.

Ridgely retired from the arduous duties of his

profession and from public life in 1S32, after

which he gave much attention to his agricultural

interests. January 14, 1837, his “ beloved and

affectionate wife,” Sarah Banning, died He
married. May 17, 1842, his second wife, Sallie

Ann Comc’gys, daughter of the late Governor,

Cornelius Comegys
;
she still survives him. He

had no children by this second marriage. On
Monday, March 23, 1846, while enjoying his

usual good health, he was suddenly attacked

with apole.xy, but receiving immediate at-

tention obtained relief. Still, from this time,

his health declined, notwithstanding the resis-

tance of hi.s naturally strong constiiution. He
had, the following winter, several lighter at

tacks, and in July, 1847, 3- violent illness, under

which he sank rapidly. He gave suitable and

most impressive advice to his children, partic-

ularly enjoining upon them to be upright and

honorable in life, and never, even in thought,

to deviate from the paths of honesty and vir-

tue. He desired that his tombstone should

contain these words :
“ Died in the blessed

hope of a glorious immortality,” being a firm

believer in Christianity, and had taken great

pains to instill its principles into the minds of

his children. He was greatly attached to the

Protestant Episcopal church, in which form of

worship he had been brought up. He died

with the calmness of a Christian and with un-

wavering trust, on Friday, August 6, 1847, his

birthday
;
aged 68 years. He was buried where

many of his family rest, in the Protestant

Episcopal church yard, in Dover. He left six

children to survive him.

ARTIN, HUGH, M. D., Physician, of

V II

Del., was born in that town

July I, 1830. His father was Captain

S Hugh Martin, a well-known citizen of

Delaware. His mother was Mrs. Sophia
(Willis) Martin, of Sussex county. There were
ten children of this marriage, of whom si.x are

living. The subject of this sketch was the

third son and fifth child of his parents. He re-

ceived his academic education in Wilminjiton,

at the school of John Bullock, where he re-
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maiiied for three years, and at “Claremont,”

near Frankford, Philadelphia. On the 5th of

February, 1849, he went to California in com-
pany with his brother Luther, of whom see

plate and sketch. They took passage in the

steamer Crescent City to Asjhnwall and ar-

rived safely in California tlie following July, on

the 5th day of the month. Dr. Martin was a

member of the “William. Penn” Mining Com-
pany of Philadelphia, and operated for three

months on the Sacramento River. He was

compelled to return home with his brother,

who had (alien sick, and arrived in Seaford at his

father’s house, April, 1850. Dr. Martin began

the study of medicine in 1S50 in the office of

Dr. J. P. H. Shipley, matriculated at the Uni-

versity of Maryland in the city of Baltimore,

and graduated in the class of 1853 from that

time-honored institution. He was a student

in the office of Professor Chew, of Baltimore.

He returned to his native town and entered

upon the practice of his profession, in which he

has been employed most of the time since.

He has had a large practice and has been a

successful physician. Dr. Martin has al-

ways been a Democrat in politics. In 1856

he was elected on the Democratic ticket to

the State Legislature, and serv'ed in the ses-

sion of 1857 with great credit to himself and

constituents. During this term he served on

several committees, and was made chairman

of the Committee on Education. In April,

1858, he was appointed by President Buchanan

consul to Matanzas, succeeding Mr. Garesche

in that position. He served in this capacity

for three years when, in 1861, he resigned and

returned to the L^^nited States, and in 186/1 re-

sumed his profession in Seaford. He was again

elected to the State Legislature, serving in

the session of 1873. In 1876 he was elected

far the third time to the General Assembly,

and served in the session of 1877 as Speaker

of the House. His public services have been

exceedingly gratif)dng to his friends and con-

stituents. Dr. Martin is a State Director

of the Farmers’ Bank, at Georgetown, having

been elected to that position by the Legis-

lature during its last session. In Septem-

ber, 1878, he was appointed as one of the

trustees of Delaware College by Governor

Cochran, and he still retains that position.

He was united in marriage on the l ith of June,

1866, to Miss Sallie C., daughter of Edward

Richards, Esq., of Sussex county. Mrs. Mar-
tin is a lineal descendant of John Richards, of

England, who upon emigrating to this country,

patented large tracts of land in Northwest
Fork hundred, Sussex county, and in Dor-

chester county, Md. The patents for these

lands are still in existence, and were obtained

from Lord Baltimore. They bear the seals of

the first King Charles, Lord Baltimore and
Governor Ogle; the dates of 1622, 1633, 1640,

and 1648. Three children are the fruit of this

marriage, Edward Richards and Hugh, who
are twins, and Samuel Kirkwood Martin.

e2."uPONT, REAR ADMIRAL SAM’L
FRANCIS, was born at Bergen Point,

New Jersey, September 27, 1803. His

parents, Victor DuPont and Gabrielle

Josephine Lafitte de Pelleport, were

natives of France, who emigrated to America

in 1799, and in 1809 removed with their family

to the State of Delaware. Mr. Madison and

Mr. Jefferson were both warm friends of Pierre

Samuel DuPont de Nemours, the grandfather

of the subject of this sketch, and he was ap-

pointed by Mr. Madison, a midshipman in the

navy, December 19, 1815. About the same

time, he received an appointment to West
Point, but preferred the navy. Mr. Jefferson

wrote at the same time to Mr. DuPont in the

most complimentary and affectionate terms,

e.xpressing the hope that his grandson would

become one of our high Admirals, and bear a

distinguished part in the defence of his

country. It is pleasant to reflect that the boy

of twelve lived to more than fulfill the fondest

hopes of his illustrious friends. His first cruise

was in the Franklhi, seventy-four gun-ship,

under Commodore Stewart, (whose youthful

aid he was,) on the Mediterranean station.

Towards the end of his cruise he j’oined the

Erie, and in these two ships saw three years’

service. His second cruise was in the frigate

Constitution, aXso on the Mediterranean station,

and he next served in the old Cony^ress frigate

on the West India station and on the coast of

Brazil. His fourth cruise was under Commo-
dore John Rodgers, in the North Carolina,

seventy-four, on the Mediterranean station.

On that ship he was soon promoted to be

sailing master, and in April, 1826, was com-

missioned as a Lieutenant. He again served

three years in the Mediterranean,on board the
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sloop of war Ontario, and in 1835, in the Gulf!

of Me.Kico on the Warren and Constellation
j

during the Florida war. From 1838 to 1841,!

he served on board the United States ship

Ohio in the Mediterranean. He was promoted

to the rank of Commander in 1842, and in

1843 sailed in command of the brig Perry for

China, but severe illness compelled his return

after reaching Rio Janeiro. In 1845 he was

appointed to command the frigate Congress,

flag-ship of Commodore Stockton, bound to

the Pacific, and arrived on the coast of Cali-

fornia at the first outbreak of the Mexican

War. On arriving at Monterey he was im-

mediately transferred to the command of the

sloop of war. Cyane. The limits of this sketch

forbid the reca[)itulation of his brilliant ser-

vices in that war, but they are preserved in

the history of his country. In 1855

moted to the rank of Captain, and in 1857 was

sent on special service to China and Japan, in

command of the steam frigate Minnesota, con-

veying the United States Minister, Mr. Wil-

liam B. Reed, to ratify important treaties

with those countries. In December, i860.

Captain DuPont relieved his first commander,

the distinguished veteran. Commodore Stew-

art, in the commando! the Philadelphia Navy-

yard. Just preceding the outbreak of the re-

bellion, in 1861, when the travel to Washing-

ton was interrupted and all communication

with that city cut off, he, on his own authority,

sent officers, men and artillery to the Susque-

hanna, and an armed steamer to the Chesa-

peake, to protect the transit of troops to

Annapolis. In June he was called to Wash-
ington, and made President of a board, which,

after laborious examination and study of the

Atlantic and Gulf coasts, by means of the

archives of the coast survey, made elaborate

reports and memoirs, which became the basis

of naval operations during the war. In Sep-

tember he was appointed Flag Officer of the

South-Atlantic blockading squadron, and in

October sailed from New York in commando!
the naval part of the joint expedition,

which captured the Port Royal forts and

harbor on the 7th of November, i86r. That

combat was one of the most brilliant, sustained

and fruitful actions of the navy during the

war, and one of the most striking successes of

ships over forts of equal power. This was fol-

lowed by active operations and many suc-

cesses on the sea coast and inland waters, and

an ever increasing stringency in the blockade

of the coast. On the 16th of July, 1862, Cap-

tain DuPont was appointed a Rear Admiral in

the navy. The attempt to take Charleston,

on the 7th of April, 1863, failed, because the

army could not co-operate
;
and to insure suc-

cess in such an attempt, as the Admiral had

informed the Department, troops were neces-

sary. The naval attack with thirty-two guns

against between two and three hundred, and

amidst formidable obstructions of the chan-

nels, was heroically made and persisted in un-

til one half the guns were silenced, and it be-

came evident that, to renew it, would only be

to destroy the iron-clads, or risk their falling

into the hands of the enemy. Admiral du Pont’s

decision was approved by the gallant and ex-

perienced commanders of the monitors, and he

withdrew from the harbor, having received or-

ders from the President and Navy Department

to send the iron-clads immediately to the Gulf

of Mexico, where they were greatly needed.

His judgment on ihia occasion was not ap-

proved by the Navy Department, but was fully

confirmed by subsequent events. Charleston

fell, not by any naval attack, but by the ad-

vance of General Sherman’s army. Admiral

du Pont was recalled from his command on

June 3d, 1863, although, through the delays

in the arrival of his successor, he was not re-

lieved till the 3d of July. The capture of the

Atlanta by Captain John Rodgers, whom the

Admiral had sent to intercept her, shed a

parting halo round the close of his active

career. When not engaged in sea service,

Captain du Pont was employed by the Navy
Department on boards, commissions, court-

martials and courts of inquiry, without num-
ber. He was on the commission authorized by

Congress to examine into the Light House es-

tablishment of the United States, with a view

to its improvement, and was a member of the

permanent Light House Board, which intro-

duced the present admirable system of light-

ing our coast. He was one of two officers

appointed by Secretary Bancroft, in 1844, to

consider and draw up a plan for the organiza-

tion of the Naval Academy, afterwards estab-

lished at Annapolis, and was frequently a

member of the Board of Examiners at that in-

stitution. In the strength of his manhood he

made open profession of his religious belief
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and during the intervals of his naval duties,

warmly interested himself in the affairs of the

Protestant Plpiscopal Church, of which he was
a communicant. He was a member of the

State and General Conventions, and on the

floor of the latter, poured out, in unstudied elo-

quence, his wide experience and deep convic-

tions of the value of Foreign missions. Plis

well-known interest in this work led to his

election to the position of President of the

American Church Missionary Society. Some
months after his return from the South Atlan-

tic Squadron, his health, which had been im-

paired since his cruise in the China seas, began

seriously to fail. Travel in Europe was recom-

mended, but he could not be prevailed on to

leave his country in time of war. He died in

Philadelphia, (whither he had gone for a brief

visit,) on the 23d of June, 1865.

Montgomery, September, 1861, he was placed

in command of the First New Jersey Volun-

teers by the War Department, through the

influence of Governor Olden. He immediately

reported at Ale.xandria and took command of

his regiment. On the 25th of the same month
his rank in the regular army was advanced to

that of Captain. Colonel Torbert’s regiment

was attached to the First New Jersey Brigade,

which, at that time, was com.manded by the

gallant General Kearney, who gave the Colo-

nel a hearty reception. While in command of

this regiment he served through the Viginia

Peninsula campaign, and engaged in the siege

of Yorktown in 1862, also, in the campaign of

Northern Virginia, being engaged in the bat-

tle of Manassas, August 29 and 30. In this

engagement the Brigade lost heavily in killed

and wounded, and it was kept some time in re-

serve. By the death of General Taylor Colo-

nel Torbert became commander of the Brigade,

and it was not brought into action until the

battle of South Mountain, September 14, 1862.

Here occurred of tlie most brilliant affairs

(k)' farmer of Sussex county, a local minis-

ter of the M. E. church, and cashier of the bank

at Georgetown. He died in 1853. His mother

was Catherine, daughter of Arthur Milby, Esq.,

of Sussex county, and is still living. Alfred

Torbert attended the academy at Georgetown,

until seventeen years old, when he entered

West Point Military Academy, from which he

graduated July l, 1855, and was promoted as

Brevet Second Lieutenant of Infantry. He was

immediately ordered to the frontier for duty,

conducting recruits to Fort McIntosh, Texas,

and scouting against the Lipan Indians. He
was promoted to the rank of Second Lieuten-

ant Fifth Infantry, July 19, 1855. 1856-7

he served in the Florida hostilities against the

Seminole Indians, and in 1857, served in Utah,

under Gen. A. S. Johnson, up to i860. He re-

turned home in 1861 on his first leave of ab-

sence, remaining ten days, when, at the break-

ing out of the war, he was ordered to New Jer-

sey, for the purpose of mustering into the U.

S. service, the troops from that State. He
had, in the meantime, been promoted to First

Lieutenant. By his efficient service and sold-

ierly bearing while engaged in New Jersey, he

won the regards of all with whom his duties

associated him, and especially of Governor

Olden, and upon the promotion of Colonel

48

of the campaign, which doubtless placed the

star on the shoulders of Torbert. The enemy
were strongly posted, and commanded the

pass, which it was necessary to carry at any

hazard. Repeated attempts had been made
to dislodge the enemy, posted behind stone

walls at the foot of the slope
;
each attack had

been repulsed, and the ammunition of those in

front had been spent. At this critical mo-
ment the general in command (Newton) came
to Torbert and asked him whether he thought

his men would storm the pass With full con-

fidence in the courage of his men, and a little

piqued by the question, he quickly replied, ‘ My
men will storm h

—

1
,
sir, if I give the com-

mand !”—“ Go ahead, sir !” said the general
;

and it was not long before the pass was won.
He was promoted to Brigadier-General, vol-

unteers, November 29, 1862, directly after the

battle of Antietam, where the First New
Jersey Brigade distinguished itself under his

command. General Torbert served in the

principal battles in which the Army of the

Potomac was engaged, until assigned to duty
as Chief of Cavalry under General Sheridan,

in 1864, having three divisions under his com-
mand. The services of his command here are

well-known in history, and were of the highest

importance, being engaged in the action of
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Winchester, August 17; action of Kearnys-

ville, August 35; battle of Opequan, Septem-

ber 19; of Milford, September 32
;

Luray,

September 34; Waynesboro, September 28;

Mount Crawford, October 2; and Tom’s Run,

October 9; battle of Cedar Creek, October 19;

actions near Middleton, November I 3
;
Liberty

Mills, December 22, and Gordonsville, Decem-
ber 23, 1864. For his distinguished services

during the rebellion he was made Brevet

Major-General LLiited States Volunteers,

September 9, 1864; and for gallant and meri-

torious services at the battle of Winchester,

Virginia, he was made Brevet Colonel in the

regular army, September 19, 1864. He was

then placed in command of the Army of the

Shenandoah, with his headquarters at Winches-

ter, and continued in that position from April

22 to July 12, 1865. The war of the rebellion

being ended, he, by a firm yet kind adminis-

tration oT affairs in the Valleyj endeared him-

self to the people, and did much to conciliate

those who had but lately been in arms against

the Government. He was further promoted

to the rank of Brevet Brigadier-General

United States Army, March 13, 1865, for

.gallant and meritorious services at the battle

of Cedar Creek, Virginia, and, from the same

date, Brevet Major-General United States

Army, for gallant and meritorious services in

the field during the rebellion. He was in

command of the District of Winchester from

July 12, to September i, 1865, and of the Dis-

trict ofSoutheastern Virginiafrom September i,

to December 31, 1865. He was mustered out of

the volunteer service, January 15, 1866, and re-

signed from the regular army, October 31,1 866,

settling at Milford. On the 17th day of January,

1866, he was married at Milford, to Miss Mary
E., only child of the late Daniel Curry,

who, in his lifetime was one of the prominent

and leading men of the State. At this wed-

ding were assembled many of the army
oflficers, some of them of highest rank, the late

companions-in-arms of General Torbert. Gen-

eral Torbert’s military history is thus out-

lined, but his dash, vigilance and prompti-

tude, his magnetic force as a leader, and stra-

tegic ability as a general officer would re-

quire more space than we can command
merely to instance. Adequately to set forth

his merits as a soldier, one would need to

have witnessed his handling of his divisions

in the field, mounted on one of his splendid

horses, and directing one of his impetuous

charges as he launched his squadrons against

the formidable ranks of the brave enemy.
In 1868 he ran for Congress on the Republican

ticket, but as the Democratic party was in a

large majority in the State, was defeated.

April I, 1869, he was appointed Minister Resi-

dent of the Republic of Salvador, and made
Consul General of Havana, July 10, 1871. He
was appointed Consul General at Paris, No-
vember 7, 1873, and filled this position as he

had done every other in life, with honor to

his country. In the diplomatic service ren-

dered by General Torbert, he was remarkably

popular and won the highest consideration as

well in Paris as in Mexico and Salvador, mak-
ing many friends among the noted men of each

of these countries, to whom it was a cause of

perpetual wonder that the calm and finished

gentlemen, whose youthful face and grand per-

son, as first seen by them, could be the hero

of so many battles, and whose deeds as a leader

in both arms of the service, infantry and cav-

alry, had made him known to the world, in

connection with the “ Great War of the Re-
bellion.” Upon his return from Paris, he, in 1878,

was engaged in looking after his landed estate,

and took great interest in his thoroughbred

stock. He was always an adept in the man-
agement of horses, and the kindliness of his

nature was evinced alike by the admiration he

had for them, and the care and gentleness with

which he treated them. But who can measure

the calamity of his sad end ! The wreck of the

Vera Cruz, August 29th—the last struggle

with engulphing waters—then all that could die

of the gallant Torbert was cast cold and un-

resisting on the coast of Florida. His remains

arrived in Milford, and, on the 30th of Septem-
ber, 1880, were followed by a multitude from

many of the states of the Union, in sad pro-

cession to the grave
;
feeling all too truly that

“ He sleeps his last sleep,

He has fought his last battle,

No sound can awake him to glory again/'

OOK, REV. RICHARD BRISCOE,
D. D., was born in Baltimore, Novem-

1838, son of Columbus E. and

Catherine (Grafflin) Cook. They had

beside, five daughters, and two sons,

Samuel G. B. and J.
Glenn Cook, now con-

ducting a large commission hardw'are business
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under the 6rm name of Samuel G. B. Cook &
Co., Baltimore. One of the daughters, Louisa

Presbur}', is the wife of Rev. George Bowen,

of Vineland, N. J. Richard B. Cook attended

the schools of Baltimore, and was for five years ;

engaged in commercial life. He was converted,

and united, April 12, 1857, with the Seventh

Baptist Church, of Baltimore, in which he be-

came very active. Being urged by his pastor.

Rev. Richard Fuller, D. D., he decided to de-

vote himself to the Christian ministry, and

giving up his position in a wholesale house,

•entered Columbian College, (now University,)

Washington, D. C. He took the Davis prize

medal for elocution in his junior j’car, and

graduated A. B. in 1863. He studied theology

with the President of the College, in which he

was at the same time tutor in the Greek lan-

guage. He received from his Alma Mater the

degree of A. M. in 1868, and in 1882 the hon-

orary degree of Doctor of Divinity. He was

licensed to preach, August 5, 1862, and or-

dained in October, 1864. From the 14th of

that month he supplied the Holmesburg Bap-

tist Church, of Philadelphia, for eleven years.

Their house of worship, which was a small

and very plain building, was destroyed by fire

in the spring of 1865. In about two years

they dedicated, on the same site, a large and

handsome two-story brown stone structure,

costing about $22,000, and free of debt. A
few years later they purchased a lot in Byberry

and erected a chapel
,
which was also dedicated

free of debt, having cost about $4,000, and

started a Sunday school and mission station.

Also during these eleven years, 1 00 persons were

baptized, a large amount of money raised for

benevolent and missionary purposes, the Sab-

bath school was greatly improved in member-

ship and efficiency, and the pastor’s salary was

tripled. In 1871 Mr. Cook received a call to

the Second Baptist Church, Wilmington,

which he declined at the earnest solicitation

of his Holmesburg charge. He became, how-

ever, pastor of the Wilmington church, De-

cember I, 1875. In about one year after his

settlement, 172 persons, mostly adults, had

been added to the membership of the church.

147 of whom were by baptism. The Sabbath

school was also greatly increased, and a large

Bible class of both sexes was formed and

taught by the pastor. The total additions to

the church now number 287, the net increase

:

being 150. During the past six years the

i church has contributed annually an average of

i $1,000 for benevolent and missionary purposes.

!
Under the care of Dr. Cook it continues in a

; very prosperous condition. He was moderator
for one year of the Central Union Association,

Pennsylvania, and was elected President of the

Philadelphia Conference of Baptist ministers

in 1874. Over that body he presided a 3'ear,

having previously been vice-president for the

same length of time. He is the author of

“ The Early and Later Delaware Baptists,” a

history of the denomination in the State from

1701 to 1880. It forms a book of 1 50 pages,

illustrated, and is published by the American
Baptist Publication Society, 1420 Chestnut

street, Philadelphia. Nearly 1,000 copies have

been sold. Dr. Cook is also the author of sev-

eral articles in “ The Baptist Encyclopcedia,”

and of the sketch of the Baptist Church in

Delaware, contained in this volume. He was
miarried, February 15, 1866, to Miss Louisa

Love, daughter of Daniel S. and Maria (Carr)

Kerfoot, of Kerfoot, Fauquier county, Va.
Their five children are, Florence Edith, Edward
Glenn, Ida Walter, Catherine Grafflin and
Mary Dorsett Cook.

^'^^USEY, ISRAEL, Morocco Manufac-

'tXiri. turer and Capitalist, of Wilmington,

^
was born in London Grove Township,

Chester county. Pa., August 21, i8ir,

and died in Wilmington, May 7, 1879,

aged 68 years. After reaching manhood he

engaged in the business of tanning and curry-

ing, at London Grove, which he continued

until 1838, when he removed to Wilmington.

He bought the property at Fourth and Orange

streets and began the leather and currying

business, which he conducted successfully until

1845. formed a partnership with Messrs.

Scott & Marr, morocco manufacturers at Third

and Tatnall streets. Later on, the firm became
Pusey, Scott & Co. The quiet, yet strict and

upright business habits of Mr. Pusey, joined

with economy and prudence, and the thorough

practical mastery of the business of manufac-

turing morocco possessed by his partner, Mr.

Scott, soon placed this firm among the fore-

most in their line. In 1866 they removed to

their new factory at Third and Madison streets,

a large structure suited to their growing trade,

and where they acquired a reputation which
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is yet retained for the manufacture of superior

goods. He retired from this firm in 1874, hav-

ing an interest in the iron business of D. H.

Kent & Co., of which he had been a special

partner since 1872, and in which he continued

until his death. He assisted in organizing the

First National Bank of Wilmington, and was

a director of this successful institution for a

period of fifteen years. Mr. Pusey was a con-

sistent member of the Society of Friends and

a regular attendant at their meetings. He was

greatly esteemed in the community in which

he lived; was of a retiring and unambitious

disposition, and successful in all his business

enterprises. His more marked characteristics,

socially, were his charity and kindness, which

seemed spontaneous and from the heart
;
and

these won the hearts of all who were favored

with intimate or even business relations with

him. Now that his career has closed on earth,

those who knew him will find in their remem-
brance of his beneficent life, much to admire,

and. we trust, miuch which they may properly

emulate. Mr. Pusey married Mary Ann,
daughter of Levi Hayes, of Chester county.

Pa., December 29, 1836. His widow survives

him, and their three daughters, Mary E., wife

of Colonel D. H. Kent
;

S. Ellen, wife of W. Y.

Warner, and Emeline K., widow of Samuel

Middleton, are still living.

ENT, BENJAMIN, who died in the

city of Wilmington, November 29, 1881,
' IjlL was the representative of that family

of Kents who have long had their

homes in Chester County, Penna. The

founder of the family in Pennsylvania was

Daniel Kent, a cutler by trade, who emigrated

from Ireland in 1785. He was married at Brad-

ford meeting, April 28, 1791, to Esther, daugh-

ter of Joseph and Elizabeth Hawley. He pur-

chased a farm in East Fallowfield township,

Chester County, where most of this family

were born. Seven children w'ere of this mar-

riage, viz.: William, Joseph, Elizabeth, Anne.

Mary, Daniel, and Benjamin, the subject of this

sketch. The elder Daniel Kent, was a Justice

of the Peace in and for Chester County, by

appointment of successive Governors of Penn-

sylvania, for about twenty years. Benjamin

was the youngest child of his parents, and was

reared upon the farm of his father. He mar-

i

ried Hannah, daughter of Henry and Rachel

j

Simmons. Her mother, after the death of her

I first husband, married Nathan Sharpless
;
pre-

I

vious to her marriage to Henry Simmons she

!

was a Preston. She was a Public P'nend, and

I

for more than sixty years a preacher of that

society. It was her son, John Simmons, who,

for more than thirty years, was the head of the

Locust Street I'emale Institute, Philadelphia.

The children of Benjamin and Hannah Kent,

were : Rachel, who died in her twenty-fourth

year; Henry S.; Esther, who died May 13,

1873. (She was the wife of Dr. R. C. Smedley,

and was the editor and publisher of the Chil-

dren s Friend, which she started in West Ches-

ter in j866, and continued to edit until her

death, after which it was continued by her sis-

ter, Anne F., who was the wife of Caleb H.

Bradley, and died July 26, 1879.) Daniel H.,

whose portrait and biography are found in this

volume
;
Anne F., Benjamin Lundy, Lindley

Coates, and John Simmons Kent. Benjamin

Kent died, November 29, i88[, leaving the re-

cord of an honored and usetui life. He and his

wife were the staunch and unfailing friends of

the slav'e, at a time when the cry “abolition-

ist” was an epithet of scorn and reproach. They
both assisted in the formation of the Clarkson

Anti-Slavery Society, of Chester County, Pa.,

in 1831, and when they removed to Andrew’s

Bridge, and became the owners of the woolen

mill, store, and dwelling, at that place, were

instrumental in organizing the Coleraine Anti-

Slavery Society The blessings of those who
were “ ready to perish ” as they were hunted

in their escape from bondage, fell on their

names. Many such were assisted in their per-

ilous path to freedom by Benjamin Kent, the

determined foe of the slave power, and his

good wife, Hannah Kent. Their home was

conducted on the rule of total abstinence

from the products of slave labor, even to the

renouncing of sugar, and abstaining from the

purchase or use of the unpaid toil of the slave.

To purity, integrity, honesty, and religious

fervor, he joined a rare simplicity of character,

! and these traits were widely recognized while

;

living, and tenderly remembered now that he

! has peacefully passed away. His wife, Hannah,

I

did not long survive him. She died, July 4,

I

1882, and their remains are interred, side by

! side, in the burial ground of the Society of

I Friends at West Chester, Pa.

1
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BIOGRAnnCAL DEPARTMENT.

»
15^5.ENT, col. DANIEL HAWLEY,
^7

^ in

t‘ Iron and Hardware Merchant, of the

city of Wilmington, was born in Lan-

caster county, Fa., October 22, 1835.

He is the second son of Benjamin Kent,

of whom see the preceding sketch. The de-

votion of his parents to the then unpopular

cause of anti-slavery had been the occasion of

many sacrifices, so that when their woolen

mill and other property was burned at An-
drew’s Bridge, such was the influence of that

prejudice, that Benjamin Kent failed to get

the amount for which he was insured in a local

company of that neighborhood. Greatly cir-

cumscribed in means, he returned to Chester

county, settling on a farm at West Grove.

Here Daniel grew up, engaged in the employ-

ments of the farm in summer and going to

school in winter. He was a studious boy
;
at

noon w'hile his team rested, he improved the

half hour after dinner in the perusal of books.

Industry and economy ol time, as well as of

lucaiio

,

V,,*r

ceived the lessons which have since made him
the successful man of business, and laid the

foundation of a sterling character. At the age

of 17 years he was placed in the family of the

late venerable Thomas Garrett, of the city of

Wilmington, who was an old friend of his

father, for the purpose of learning the iron

business. For his first year’s services he re-

ceived the sum of forty dollars and his board,

and this amount was increased, annually, ten

additional dollars, making fifty for the second,

sixty for the third, and seventy for the fourth

and last year of his minority, “ in consequence

of faithful service and general good con-

duct.” Finding his income insufficient to meet

his needs, and enable him to contribute to his

little home and other charities, always dear to

his heart, he began, in the second year of his

apprenticeship, to wear second-hand clothing,

purchasing from those whom he knew, and thus

by self-denial, made the most of his limited in-

come. At the age of nineteen years, bookkeep-

ingwas added tohis otherdutiesin thestore. He
worked hard, but by studious economy, was

able after his four years apprenticeship, to

enter upon life with inexpensive habits. By
much effort and care he succeeded, in i860, in

securing a one-fourth interest in the business

of Bye, McDowell & Co., iron merchants, of

Wilmington
;
in 1862, he became the owner of

3S1

a half interest, and every thing bade fair for a

prosperous business career for young Kent. He
had been greatly exercised from the breaking

out of the civil war—occasioned, as he believed,

in the interest of slavery—in regard to his

personal duty. On the one hand, his peace

principles, descending to him from antecedents

of the Society of Friends, and on the other,

the hatred he bore the system ofhuman bondage,

deepened by observations in boyhood of its

cruelty in the case of the hunted slave.
,

De-
ciding this question in his own mind, he sold

his business interests in the firm, and assisted

in raising the qth Delaware Infantry, Colonel

Grimshaw. He was mustered as Captain of

Co. F. In this service, the energy and execu-

tive ability which have always c'naracterized

him, were conspicuously displayed. He was
not only a brave officer, but, also, while sharing

danger with his men, by his care and devo-

tion to their interests, secured all for them
which could be had by prompt and full requi-

sition.s. backed by the energy of personal

supervision. In the many actions in which
the regiment took part he passed unharm-
ed until nearly the close of the war.

He participated in the actions of “Bottoms
Bridge,” Va., June, 1863 ;

“Bethesda Church,”

“Cold Harbor,” Chickahominy,” “Siege of Pe-

tersburg,” June, 18 to 30th July ;
“Mine Ex-

plosion before Petersburg,” “Weldon Railroad.”

“Peeble’s F'arm,” “Flower’s House,” “Davis’s

House,” “Movement on Southside Railroad,”

under Grant and Meade, October and Novem-
ber

;
“Movement toward Weldon Railroad,”

December
;
fighting, burning bridges, etc., and

in other engagements, thirteen in all. In one

of the actions before Petersburg one-half his

regiment was killed or wounded, and in that of

the Weldon Railroad his brigade captured

seven stands of colors from the enemy. In

the burning of the outhouses, after the main

building of the “Davis House” was destroyed,

of the detail accompanying him, as they ad-

vanced under fire of the enemy, every man
was either killed or wounded but himself. The
good fortune which in many previous engage-

ments had brought him through unharmed, de-

serted him in the battle of “Rovvanty Creek,”

February 6, 1865, where, after endeavoring to

i

lead his men to a better crossing than was at

I

first attempted, he, while in advance of his

1
regiment, was a too conspicuous mark for the
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enemy, and a minnie ball shattered the elbow
cf his right arm. This has ever since been a

source of much suffering. The gallantry dis-

played on this occasion, however, made him
Lieutenant Colonel of the regiment. His

wound was most painful and he was unfit for

further duty, yet he recovered sufficiently to

be present and take part on the s-taff of Gen.

Gwinn, in the Grand Review in Washington,
at the close of the war. His return to civil

life was marked by his entrance into the firm

of Garrett & Sons; his old friend, into whose
house he was received when a lad from the

country, advancing him the sum of $[5,000
therefor, and the firm name was changed to

Garrett, Kent & Co ,
hardware and iron mer-

chants, Wilmington. This firm extended their

business until its transactions embraced most
of the southern and middle, as well as the

western, states of the Union. In 1872 the

firm of D. H. Kent & Co. succeeded that of

Garrett, Kent & Co., and in 1878 established

a branch house in Philadelphia, and in iS7Qthe

interests were merged into a stock company.
The house in Philadelphia is known as the D.

H.Kent & Co., limited, 1009 Arch street. Col.

Kent being chairman, and the Wilmington
house as the Kent Iron and Hardware Co., of

which he is the president. He is the controll-

ing spirit in all their lines of business, which
is conducted on a strictly cash basis and en-

joys great prosperity. Col. Kent has been a

director of the ‘‘Tradesman’s National Bank
of Conshohocken,” Montgomery county, Pa.,

since its organization. May, 1882. He is a Re-
publican in politics and a birthright member
of the Society of P'riends. On the 17th day
of October, 1867, he was married to Miss Mary
Elizabeth, daughter of Israel Pusey, of Wil-

mington, whose sketch and portrait are in this

volume. This estimable woman has been the

founder of his quiet and happy home at Sixth

and Jefferson streets, in Wilmington. They
have two children, Charles I., born, October

24, 1868, and Ellen W., born, July 14, 1875.

THE BUSH FAMILY.
lUSH, CHRISTOPH, the first ances-

tor of the Bush family, of Wilmington,

of whom an account has been pre-

served, was born in Kalenberg, Ger-

many, in 1663. He was educated in

the city of Hanover for a military life, and in

1688 went over to England with William of

Orange, in command of a troop of horsemen.

He was with the King at the battle of the

Boyne, and in 1695 was appointed Commis-
sioner or Comptroller of the revenue of Ire-

land, and settled in Dublin, continuing in this

position until his death in 1737. In 1700 he

married Elizabeth Erskine, the daughter of a

Scotch clergyman, and they had five children;

of these, Christopher, the eldest, went to Am-
sterdam, where he established himself in the

West India trade. He there married and had

a large family, and from him the Rev. George

Bush, of New York, was descended. His

brother John was interested with him and set-

tled in Jamaica to take charge of the business

in that Island. He was also married and had

a family; his oldest son, Christopher, came to

this country at the commencement of the

Revolution, joined a South Carolina regi-

ment as First Lieutenant, and was killed in

the bloody assault on the British works around

Savannah, October 9, 1779. Of this assault

and the circumstances attending his death,

Lossing gives a most graphic account in his

“Field Book of the Revolution.”

BUSH, DAVID, second son of Christoph

and Elizabeth Bush, and the first of the

family who came to this country, was born in

Dublin, January 19, 1707. He was educated

in that city, and becoming imbued with the

adventurous spirit of that age, determined to

try his fortune in the new country, to which

he came with the consent of hjs parents, as

soon as he reached his majority, in 1728.

Landing in Philadelphia, he concluded to m.ake

Wilmington his future home. It was then

but a village of a few houses; the Swedish

settlement of Christinaham, being a half mile

nearer the Delaware river. He, at once?

identified himself with the progress and im-

provement of the place, and invested the

funds with which he had been liberally sup-

plied by his father, in lots in the town. In

1736 we find him protesting against the build-

ing of a market house on Fourth street as

being too far up town to accommodate the ma-
jority of the inhabitants, and advocating, in-

stead, its erection on Second street. In 1740

he was one of those who petitioned the pro-

prietor to grant a borough charter to the

town. In 1745, and for many years there-

after, he was a Magistrate, an office, which, in
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those days, was one of much more honor and

responsibility than now. He had the charge

not only of the peace of the town, but of its

defense, as there was then constant danger of

incursions by the Indians, who lived in great

numbers between the Delaware and Chesa-

peake bays; and seems to have been a kind of

general superintendent of the colony for the

proprietor, and one of the principal officers of

the Government for the three counties on the

Delaware. He was a stern old patriot, who
believed every man should bear his share in

the defense of the State, and during the next

twenty years we find in the colonial records of

Pennsylvania, numerous petitions sent to the

Governor, by the non-combatants, complain-

ing, that, because they would not comply

with the militia law, “which was against

their conscience,” David Bush, the Magis-

trate, sent them to jail, at New Castle.

We find his correspondence with Thomas

Hopkinson, who, in 1745, was Governor, in

reference to a ferry, which he was desirous of

establishing across the Christiana river, at the

site of the present Market street bridge,

which was a great convenience to the people

of Wilmington, as up to that time, there had

been but one ferry, which crossed the river

just above Fort Christina. The establishment

of this ferry necessitated a causeway across the

marshes, and in due time it was abolished by

the building of the bridge on the same site. In

1747 England was at war with Spain,and in June,

1748, it was rumored that a Spanish man-of-

war had entered the Capes of Delaware, with

the intention of capturing Philadelphia. The

report being confirmed, Mr. Bush at once

called out the militia, and assisted by his

brother Charles, who was captain of the Com-
pany, rebuilt and armed the old Fort Christina

for the defense of the town, and we find their

letter, dated July 6, 1748, to Anthony Palmer,

“Governor of Pennsylvania and the Three

Counties on the Delaware,” advising of their

action, and asking its approval, which, of

course, was heartily given. David Bush was

twice married—in 1733, to Ann Broome, who

died in 1743, leaving four children
;
in 1746 he

married Ann Thomas; and they had a family of

seven children. At the breaking out of the

Revolutionary war, he, with all the energy of

his 'character, espoused the cause of his

adopted country
;
though himself, too far ad-

vanced in years to take up arms in her de-

fense, he freely offered his sons, and at the

first call, three of them, Lewis, George and

John, encouraged by his earnest approval,

stepped^ forward as volunteers in the cause of

national liberty and human rights. Lewis had
just completed his studies for tlie law, at York,

Pa., George was in business for himself, John
had just finished his education, and was about

commencing business, all giving up their fair

prospects and chosen plans for life, they en-

listed in Pennsylvania regiments, in which they

obtained Captain’s commissions.

Lezvis, the eldest, was soon promoted to the

rank of a Major, and was with Washington in

all the active movements before the battle of

Brandywine
;

in that battle his regiment was

under Sullivan, and in the bloody fight at Bir-

mingham Meeting House, he was mortally

wounded
;
as the army retreated he was carried

first to Chester, then to Darby, where he died,

and was buried at Kingsessing Meeting House.

George ]o\.n&d the Sixth Regiment and was

soon promoted to the rank of Major. He was

also wounded at Brandywine, but recovered,

and served with his regiment through the war.

He was brevetted in 1779, and made paymas-

ter, which office he held until 1781, when he

was made Collector of the Port at Wilming-

ton, and held that office for a number of years.

John joined the Third Regiment, when he

was but twenty years old, and was com-
missioned Captain. He was also engaged at

Brandywine, but was unhurt, and served with

his regiment through the war. After its close

he married a lady from the Eastern Shore of

Maryland, and went there to live.

William, the second son of John, just men-

tioned, entered the marine service as Second

Lieutenant, July 3, 1809, was promoted to

First Lieutenant, March 4, 1811, and was

killed on board the frigate Constitution in her

fight with the Guerriere, August 19, 1812.

Lossing, in his account of this celebrated

fight, says, “As the ships touched, both par-

ties prepared to board. The Englishman turned

all hands and mustered forward, while Mr.

Morris, the First Lieutenant, Mr. Alwyn, the

Master, and Mr. Bush, the First Lieutenant of

Marines, sprang upon the taffrail of the Consti-

tion with a similar intention
;
both sides now

suffered by the closeness of the musketry, the

English much the most
;
Mr. Morris was shot
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through the bod}.', Mr. Ahvyn was wounded in
I

the shoulder, and Mr. Bush fell dead by a bul-
j

let through the head.” His death was deeply
j

deplored by his fellow officers, his friends and I

acquaintances, and by all his grateful country-

men. At complimentary dinners given in that

year and the following to the victorious cap-

tains, Hull, Decatur and Jones, the gallant

Lieutenant, William Bush, was remembered

in toasts eulogizing, in the poetic and feeling-

manner of that time, his bravery and worth. I

I

Also, meetings were held by the young men of

Harrisburg and Philadelphia, in honor of his

memory; and to give expression to the general

sorrow and regret occasioned by his loss, Janu-

ary 29, 1813, Congress ordered a silver medal to

be struck and presented to his nearest m.ale

relative, in testimony of his gallantry and

merit.

David, the youngest son of David Bush, was

educated as a physician, and practiced medi-

cine in Wilmington until his death, in 1799 in

his thirtv-si.xth }'ear. He had a high reputa-

tion as a physician, and was a large-hearted,

benevolent man. His early death was much
lamented.

BUSH, CHARLES, the youngest son of

Christoph and Elizabeth Bush, was born in

Dublin, November 15, 1717. He was given a

liberal education, and after the death of his

father, in 1737, he, with his sister Ann, came
to this country, and made his home in Wil-

mington with his brother David. He soon

became actively interested in the affairs of the !

colony, and in the French and Indian war, in t

1742, was made Captain of the Militia, and

though never called into active service, main-

tained the organization and discipline of the

company for a number of years. In 1747 he

took an active part in the rebuilding and arm-

ing of the old Fort Christina, and we find his

signature, with that of his brother David, at-
^

tached to the letter written July 6, 1747, to
'

Governor Anthony Palmer, advising him of

their action in that matter. He became en- 1

gaged in the West India trade, and in 1739

married Rebecca Scott, the daughter of one of

the prominent citizens and property-holders

of the town, by whom he was presented with

the lot of land on the corner of Second and

King streets, on which he built a frame house

for his residence. This property is still in the

possession of his descendants. They had two

children, Samuel and Rebecca. In 1755 his

wife died, and he, leaving his children with his

brother David, sailed for the West Indies and
died of yellow fever in the island of Grenada.

BUSH, SAMUEL, son of Charles and Re-
becca Bush, was born in Wilmington, Decem-
ber 27, 1747. He grew up in his uncle’s fam-

ily and received a liberal education. Between
the age of seventeen and twenty-one he made
several trips to the West Indies, part of the

time as captain of a brig. In 1774 he estab-

lished a freight line to Philadelphia, which was
the first regular enterprise of the kind on the

Delaware River. This business soon grew
into large proportions, embracing the products

of much of Lancaster and Chester counties, as

well as the country immediately around Wil-
mington. It has been continued in the family

and is now. in the hands of his grandson. Dur-
ing the Revolutionary War, he was engaged
in carrying supplies for the arm}-, and at one

time was so closely pursued by the British

gunboats as to be forced to scuttle his vessel

to prevent her being Lciken by the enemy. In

1775 he married Ann, daughter of Andrew
MeKee, a Scotch Presbyterian, w'ho was an
early settler in Brandywine hundred, and

owned a large property near Wilmington.

They had a famdly of eleven children, of whom
six were boys. Samuel Bush was identified

with all the early interests of the city, and for

many years was one of the most active and
useful citizens

;
he was very successful in his

business and accumulated a large property.

He took a prominent part in securing the erec-

tion of the “Old Stone” Presbyterian Church

at the corner of Fifth and Walnut streets, of

which the eloquent Rev. Thomas Smith was
pastor, and for many years was one of the

officers and treasurer of the church. He was
a man of strict integrity, and his reputation for

honest and fair-dealing was proverbial through

all the country. He died at the age of 83 years

respected and lamented by all who knew him.

BUSH, DAVID, eldest son of Samuel and

Ann Bush, was born February lo, 1776. He
was educated in Wilmington and carefully

trained to habits of industry and economy. At
sixteen he was placed on one of his father’s

vessels to take charge of the receipt and de-

livery of freight in Philadelphia, and at nine-

teen was made Captain,, which position he

held for many years. In 1804 he was made a
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partner with his father, and on the retirement

of his father, in 1820, he, in company with his

brother George, took the entire business,

which by this time had become quite exten-

sive, embracing most of the products

of the lower part of Lancaster and

Chester counties, which found their nearest

market in Wilmington. The firm of David

and George Bush was long and favorably

known through all this section of the country

for their enterprise and fair dealing. In 1804

he married Martha, daughter of Matthew Pot-

ter, of Bridgeton, N. J. She was an active

and earnest Christian woman, who,through all

his long life was a true helpmeet to him.

They had eight children, si.x sons and two

daughters, of w'hom three sons and the two

daughters still survive and are residents of

Wilmington. Both David Bush and his wife

were converted under the ministry of the Rev.

Dr. Read, and their lives gave abundant evi-

dence of the sincerity of their professions.

The following incident will illustrate his decis-

ion of character and the promptness with

which he acted upon his convictions. At that

time large quantities of rye whiskey was dis-

tilled ' in Chester and Lancaster counties,

which was brought to Wilmington for sale and

shipment, and he was a large dealer, buying

it in the hogshead and shipping it to Liverpool,

Amsterdam and the West Indies. About 1830

there was a temperance revival all through the

country, and the Rev. E. W. Gilbert, then the

pastor of the “Old Stone,” preached several

stirring sermons on the topic. By one of them

Mr. Bush was so much impressed that he went

from the church to his storehouses and at 10

o’clock at night rolled every hogshead of

whiskey into the street, knocked out the

bungs aud emptied their contents into the

gutter, and from that time until his death he

would have nothing to do with liquor in his

business, nor w'ould he allow any of it to be

used in his house. In many of his character-

istics he greatly resembled his father. Him-
self of the sternest integrity, he had no sym-

pathy for any one attempting a dishonest or

dishonorable action, and he embraced every

opportunity to impress upon the minds of his

children the value of an unblemished reputa-

tion, Like his father, he had no ambition for

civic honors or emoluments, but preferred

spending his leisure hours with his family. He

was, however, for many years, a member of the

'City Council and an active director in the

banks, insurance and other companies of the

city. He took an active interest in everything

pertaining to the church
;
as trustee and treas-

urer he kept careful watch over its financial

condition, and was ever ready to help in any
good work

;
his house was a home for minis-

ters, and his pastor was never forgotten or

neglected, but always had a share in the first

fruits of his garden and farm. He was a noble-

hearted, generous man
;
no case of want or

distress was ever brought to his notice with-

out receivinghis sympathy and relief. Through-
out all his long life no blot stained the purity

and beauty of his character, and in his eighty-

second year, having done well his life’s work,

he calmly fell asleep.

BUSH, GEORGE, youngest son of Samuel
and Ann Bush, born in 1797, was educated in

Wilmington and received his business training

in his father’s office, and on his father’s retire-

ment became a member of the firm in which
he continued until his death. For many years

he was president of the Bank of Wilmington
and Brandywine, and an active member of

most of the insurance and trust companies of

the city. He was a prudent and successful

business man, a member of the Presbyterian

Church, and died in 1863 greatly respected by
all who knew him. He was married four times

;

but two of his children survive him.

BUSH, CHARLES, eldest son of David

and Martha Bush, was born in 1805. He was
educated in Wilmington, and at the age of

sixteen was sent to Baltimore, to learn the

trade of a machinist. Upon coming of age he

was established in business by his father, and

in 1835, in partnership with Jonathan Bonney,

made the first movement towards the exten-

sion of the manufacturing interests of his native

city, by building the large foundry and ma-
chine shop at the corner of Second and Lom-
bard streets. After the death of Mr. Bonney,

in 1838, the firm of Bush & Lobdell was

formed
;
they were the inventors of the double-

plate railroad car-wheel, now in general use on

all railroads. They built works at Second and

Lombard streets, and for many years were

the largest manufacturers of car wheels in the

country, doing a lucrative business. Charles

Bush was a very active, industrious and pru-

dent business man, possessed of sterling integ-
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rity and a noble Christian character. He par-
|

ticipated actively in the earlier movements to- '

wards forming the Central Presbyterian church,

but did not live to see it in successful opera-

tion. He was killed by being thrown from

his carriage, in October, 1855.

BUSH, DAVID, Second son of David and

Martha Bush, was born in 1810, educated in

Wilmington, and received his early training for

business in his father’s office. Upon attaining

his majority he was admitted to a partner-

ship in the business, taking the place of his

uncle George, and the firm name was changed

to David Bush & Son. He, however, was not

satisfied with the business, thinking it did not

offer sufficient opportunity for enlargement,

and after two or three years, concluding to

try his fortune in the South, he went to Mis-

sissippi and established himself in mercantile

business in Port Gibson. He was very suc-

cessful, and afterward opened a house in New
Orleans. The depression, from 1837 to ’40,

caused the ffiss of much of his fortune, and

leaving the mercantile business, he established

himself upon a plantation in Tensas parish,

Louisiana, the centre of the best cotton grow-

ing district. At the breaking out i. f the war

he had a large interest in land and slaves, but

was, at all times, opposed to secession, and in

the Louisiana convention, to which he was a

delegate, protested, to the last, against the in-

sane movement. He remained on the planta-

tion during the war, and after the opening of

the Mississippi river by the Federal fleet, a

large force was sent to his plantation, who
confined him in his house and carried off his

store of cotton valued at $100,000, for which

he received about fifteen per cent from the

government. In February, 1864, he came

home was taken with pneumonia and died at

the house of his brother George. In 1839 he

married Matilda S. Frazier, of Wilmington, who
survives him and still resides on the plantation

in Louisiana. They had no children.

BUSH, LEWIS POTTER, M. D., fourth

son of David and Martha Bush, was bom in

Wilmington in 1812, anil is the third of the

name since the family became residents of that

city. He commenced his education in the

Davenport Academy, Wilmington, prepared

for college at the academy of the Rev. Francis

Latta, D. D.,in Lancaster county, Penna.,and

finished his classical education at Jefferson

College, Penna.. graduating in 1831, Dr. Mat-
thew Brown being then the president. Choos-

ing the profession of medicine, he studied wdth

William Bowen, M. D., of Bridgeton, N.

and graduated at the University of Pennsyl-

vania in 1835. After six months of dispensary

practice, he entered Blockley Hospital, re-

maining there sixteen months,and commenced,
in 1837, the practice of medicine in his native

city, where he has since continued, and wdiere

he has always maintained an honorable posi-

tion. He became a member of the Delaware

State Medical Society in 1839, and soon after

read before it a paper upon typhoid fever,

which was much noticed and commented upon.

In 1850 he prepared a paper for the Society

upon the epidemic of typhoid fever which pre-

vailed in Wilmington from 1847 to 1849, the

substance of which was afterward incorporated

in a report made before the American Medical

Association upon the climatology and epi-

demics of the State of Delaware, which

embraced the history of the diseases of the

State as far as known. In 1877 he read before

the State Medical Society a paper entitled

“ Some Vital Statistics of the City of Wilming-

ton,” the object of which was to trace the

mortality of a few of the most important

diseases in that city from the commencement
of the city registration of deaths in 1847, '^P

to the present time, and also to show the

importance of a perfect system of city and

State registration, not only of deaths, but also

of marriages and births. This paper was also

published by the society. For many years he

has been one of the trustees of Delaware Col-

lege, and an active member of the Delaware

Historical Society, before which he has read

several valuable and interesting papers. Dr.

Bush was elected an elder in the Hanover
Street Presbyterian Church in 1850, and was
one of the active movers in the establishment

of the Central Presbyterian Church in 1855.

At its organization he was made an elder, and

has always taken a great interest in its affairs.

He is well-known throughout the State, and

is honored and respected by his brethren in

the profession, and by all who know him, not

only for his skill as a physician, but for his

unwavering integrity, his high Christian prin-

ciple, and his amiable character and disposi-

tion. In 1839 he married Maria, daughter of

Morgan Jones, Esq., and granddaughter of
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William Hemphill, one of the earliest and

most successful merchants and shippers of

Wilmington. They had a family of seven

children, of whom three are now living.

BUSH, WILLIAM, fifth son of David and

Martha Bush, was born in 1821, and is the

third of the name since the family have

resided in Wilmington. He was educated in

that city, and at the age of sixteen years com-
menced his business life in the office of his

brother Charles who was then largely engaged

in the manufacture of iron at his new estab-

lishment in Wilmington, and there he received

that careful business and mechanical training

which has made him successful where so many
others have failed. In 1844 his father estab-

lished him in the lumber business in the yard

at Market street wharf, where he carried on an

active trade until 1859, when he became con-

nected with George T. Clark and I. F.

Vaughan in the manufacture of morocco, then

a new business in Wilmington, and only in its

infancy in the country. At that time all the

processes of the manufacture were performed

by hand, in a very crude manner,and the man-
ufactured article found a market almost exclu-

sively in Boston. His mechanical training in

the establishment of his brother was of great

value to him, and he soon began to apply ma-
chinery to many of the processes of the man-
ufacture. So successful was he in reducing the

cost,while improving the quality of the manu-
facture, as to be able to build up a large busi-

ness, extending to all parts of the country.

There is now scarcely a town of any size in

the country where the goods made by the firm

of William Bush & Co. are not well and favor-

ably known. In 1845 he married Mary Ann,
a daughter of Thomas C. Alrich, Esq. She
died in 1847, leaving one child, a daughter.

In 1849 he married Susanna Canby, a sister of

his first wife. They have no children living.

Mr. Bush was identified with the formation of

the Central Presbyterian Church, was one of

the largest contributors to the cost of its erec-

tion, and a member ofthe building committee.

Ke has always taken an active interest in its

W'elfare, being for some years President of the

Board of Trustees of the Young Men’s Chris-

tian Association, and teacher of the Bible

Class He is well known in the community
in which he lives for his benevolence, integ-

rity and substantial business character, and

his beautiiul residence, “Greystone," on the

borders of his native city, of which there is a

fine steel engraving in this volume, is an evi-

dence, not only of his success in business,but of

his taste in choosing a site and in building and

adorning a home which, with all its architect-

ural elegance, still retains a homelike air.

BUSH, GEORGE WASHINGTON, young-

est son of David and Martha Bush, born in

1824, was educated in Wilmington. After fin-

ishing his studies he entered his father’s office

and soon after becoming of age, took his

father’s place in the business at French street

wharf with his uncle, George Bush, as part-

ner, the firm name being G. & G. W. Bush.

At the death of his uncle, in 1863, he took the

whole business, which, under his management,
made rapid developments, until it has reached a

magnitude that twenty years ago would have

seemed fabulous. He is also President and

a large owner of the stock of the Electric Line

of Steamers, the first direct freighting line be-

ween Wilmington and New York ever estab-

lished. Thislinehasprovedagreat convenience

to the merchants and manufacturers of Wil-

mington, as well as a success to its owners. Mr.

Bush has for many years been one of the most

active and successful businessmen in his native

city, and has taken an active part in many of

its leading benevolent and business interests.

He was one of the original subscribers to the

stock of the First National Bank, and has al-

w'ays been a director in that institution. He
is President of the Artisans Savings Bank, a

director in the Delaware Fire Insurance Com-
pany and other institutions. He has always

been one of the most active members of, and

lor years an officer in, the Central Presbyte-

rian Church, and has, perhaps, done more to

forward its prosperity than any other member,

contributing largely of his means to its various

benevolent institutions, as well as to the other

charitable objects of the city. By his exer-

tions the Gilbert Chapel was built, and a Sun-

day School, of which he is the superintendent,

successfully established. He also had a large

share in building the Monroe and Rodney
street mission chapels of that church, and

placing the schools upon a permanent basis.

He is an untiring worker, self-reliant, ener-

getic and possessed of remarkable executive

and administrative ability, and few men of his

native city are more highly regarded. In
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1850 he married Emma N., daughter of the

Rev. Joshua N. Danforth. They have a family

of six children, of whom five are now living.

rp^ATES, DANIEL MOORE, was born

(5 at Laurel, Del., January 28, 1821. His

father v/as Rev. Jacob Moore, distin-

guished in the early days of Methodism

for piety, intellectual force and untiring

zeal
;
while his mother, and indeed her family

through three generations, were remarkable

for similar traits. Thus were blended two

currents of earnest, homely Christian life which

were transmitted to their only child, named
Daniel Elzey Moore. While an infant, his

mother died, and when but eight years old,

his father was stricken down at the house of

the Hon. Martin W. Bates, in Dover. Mr. and

Mrs. Bates, having no children, adopted the

son, and he afterwards bore their name, (his

own being changed by Act of Assembly,) and

no relation, by birth, was ever deeper, stronger,

or mere tender than thi«; by adoption, became.

Prepared by the Rev. John Patton, D. D.,he

at fourteen entered Dickinson College, and

was graduated in 1839. He always retained a

lively interest in his Alma Mater, receiving

from it, in due course, his degree of A. M., and

long afterwards, in 1869, that of LL. D. He
studied law in Dover, was admitted to the bar

in 1842, and entered at once upon the active

duties of his profession as the partner of his

father. In November, 1844, Mr. Bates w'as

married to Margaret Handy, daughter of the

late Isaac P. Smith, of Snow Hill, Md., and

adopted daughter of her uncle, the late George

Handy, of Philadelphia. From January, 1847,

Ml". Bates was Secretary of State, for four

years, and in May, 1849, he removed to Wil-

mington, where he continued the active duties

of his profession. His close attention to his

legal practice from this time, for sixteen years,

was scarcely interrupted e.xcept by a short

trip to Europe, for his health, in 1855, which

greatly invigorated him. Despite the draw-

back of physical weakness, his thorough legal

training, well balanced judgment and method-

ical habits of business all dominated by a con-

scientious faithfulness to duty a marked

characteristic of his life—enabled him to ac-

complish more than most men of good physical

powers He was distinguished as a lawyer for

the thoroughness of preparation with which

' he always came to the trial of a cause. He
possessed to a notable degree the confidence

of the courts, of his professional brethren and

I

of the people at large, and during a considera-

I

ble period of his active practice he appears

i from the reports to have been engaged in

I

almost every important case tried in the courts

of his own county or before the Court of Errors

and Appeals. Lender a resolution of the Gen-

eral Assembly, passed February 28. 1849, he

was associated with the late Chancellor

Harrington, and the present Chief Justice

Comegys, in the revising and codifying the

public laws of the State, and their fidelity

and ability was acknowledged by resolu-

tion of the General Assembly. In 1852

Mr. Bates was appointed by President Pierce,

U. S. District Attorney for Delaware, and

reappointed by President Buchanan, holding

the office until the close of his administration.

In 1861 he served as one of five Commis-
sioners from Delaware to the Peace Conven-

tion at Washington, and was a member of the

Committee of Nine, which prepared the plan of

adjustment reported to Congress. Mr. Bates

continued to practice his profession until the

death of Chancellor Harrington, in November,

1865, when, upon the earnest recommendation

of the entire Bar of the State, he was appointed

by Governor Saulsbury to the high place his

lamented death made vacant. His appoint-

ment called forth a general e.xpression of

approval from the press and people, as well

as from the Bar. He received his commission

as Chancellor, December 12, 1865, and entered

at once on the duties of his office. He imme-
diately revised the rules and practice of the

Court, preparing a manual of the rules of prac-

tice and statutes relating to his court, with

practical forms, which proved of great assist-

ance to lawyers engaged in chancery practice,

and gave uniformity and technical accuracy to

the business of the Court. In January, 1868,

the Chancellor removed to Dover, but returned

to Wilmington, in May, 1870. On October 2,

of the same year, his wife died. They had

five children, four of whom are living. As a

judge. Chancellor Bates brought a judicial

temper, an instructed mind and conscientious

care and attention to the hearing of causes

and the preparation of opinions in all mat-

ters, great or small
;
and his term of office was

marked by a large increase of the business of
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the Court, making his labors constant and se-

vere. He had personally the confidence of

suitors in the Court, and to remarkable de-

gree of the members of the Bar, and when fail-

ing health and the imperative advice of his

physicians, compelled him to resign the office

on October 15, 1873, to take effect on the 1st

of the following month, this was amply shown

in the expression of popular regret through

the press, and in the resolutions of the Bar

spread on the minutes of the Court in each

county in the State. November i, 1873,

Mr Bates, accompanied by his family, sailed

for Europe and spent nearly two years

abroad, returning in September, 1875, greatly

improved and with better prospects of health

than ever before. Before his resignation he

had been engaged in collecting and publishing

the decisions of his predecessors previously

unreported. This work he resumed and pub-

lished two volumes (ist and 2nd Delaware

Chancery Reports), bringing the cases up to

his own time, when the work was interrupted

by his death. This was his last service to the

State. Its statute law was shaped in practi-

cal, convenient and permanent form largely

by his hand. The reports of the courts of law

are witness of his unremitting contributions

for over twenty years to the administration of

justice, and the practice of its Court of Chan-

cery, only existing before in the records of

distinct cases and in the traditions of the court

and bar, were by him wrought into a consistent

and intelligible system, of which the youngest

practitioner might avail himself. The decis-

ions of the same court he rescued from moul-

dering manuscripts and handed them down in

enduring form, and in his own judicial opin-

ions he added to them a large body of equity

law, thorough in the treatment and extended

in the scope of the questions involved. At the

beginningof the year 1877, improved in health

and scarcely beyond what should have been

the years of his prime, with intellectual powers

unimpaired, and impatient of illness and almost

of leisure, Mr. Bates returned in some degree

to the practice of his profession, though not

engaging largely in business in the court. He
also increased his interest in all useful activi-

ties, in which he had borne such apart as his

delicate health and busy life permitted. He
was from childhood a member of the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church. In 1872 he repre-

389

sented Wilmington Conference in the General

Conference at Brooklyn. For many years he

was an active member of the Delaware State

Bible Society and of the Delaware Historical

Society, and succeeded the venerable Judge
Hall in the presidency of these societies.

While in active practice his office was much
sought by young men preparing for the bar,

and many who became leading members ofthe

Delaware bar pursued their studies under his

direction. In politics he was a Democrat,
thoroughly believing in the cardinal doctrines

of the Jeffersonian idea of government, though
indisposed by mental and physical conditions

to enter active political life. In March, 1879,

Mr. Bates was professionally called to Rich-

mond, Va., where, having been in apparently

his usual health for nearly two weeks, he was
taken suddenly and severely ill. and rapidly

growing worse, he died on Friday, March 28,

in his fifty-ninth year. This event called

forth universal and unfeigned expressions of

sorrow throughout the State on the part of

the bench and bar, the press and the people

at large. This sense of loss and popular es-

timate of his character was thus expressed,

and perhaps nowhere more tersely, by a lead-

ing journal of the State, immediately upon
the announcement of his death : “Here was a

man who impressed all who came near him
with a sense of both strength and sweetness

;

who walked uprightly without scorning those

who had fallen
;
who hated sin and loved sin-

ners
;
who had strong convictions, and yet

gave, in his large mind, hospitable reception

and courteous consideration to the thoughts of

those who differed with him
;
who had con-

scious ability without the pride of intellect,

and who lived an active, useful and, to a great

extent, public life, doing his duty without

wavering or yielding one jot or tittle of prin-

ciple or conviction, and yet, incurring no
man’s hatred, and dying, we verily believe,

without an enemy—a Christian gentleman
whose life was a revelation of the practicabil-

ity of that Christianity which the people of

the world are apt to regard as an enthusiast’s

dream of the impossible.”

a
ANDEGRIFT, JAMES M., Farmer of

McDonough, New Castle county, was

^ born, June 15, 1813. His father was
Jacob Vandegrift, also a farmer of

^ the same county
; he was a man of
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great integrity of character, and a member of
|

the Presbyterian Church. He died, very highly
|

respected, February i, 1845, eigiity-

j

second year of his age. The Vandegrifts were

originally from Holland, and came to this

country among the earliest settlers. The
grandfather was Christopher Vandegrift, a

farmer of St. George’s hundred, and his an-

cestors were owners of land from their earliest

history in America. His mother was Jane

McWhorter, of New Castle county. She was

a devoted Christian and a member of the

Presbyterian Church. She died, November

20, 1829, leaving five surviving children. Mr.

Vandegrift received his education at Wilming-

ton and Middletown, having the benefit of a

select school, under the tutorship of Prof.

Belknap, for two sessions. At the age of

eighteen he returned home and engaged in

farming, which he continued for two years.

He then began agricultural life upon his own
account at the paternal homestead, known as

“ Fetirement,” a farm of 200 acres of land. He
followed, very successfully, the business of

farming until 1857, when he removed to the

town of Odessa. In i860 ITr. Vandegrift re-

moved to “Elm Grange,” an estate of 200 acres

of land, near MacDonough. He rebuilt the

house and completed a beautiful and substantial

residence for his family. He has never largely

engaged in fruit culture, but has principally

devoted his attention to cereals and stock

raising. He is the possessor ofsome of the best

improved lands of New Castle county, and a

large owner of real estate. Mr. Vandegrift

has never aspired to political position, and

though positive in his opinions, is not a parti-

san. He joined the Presbyterian Church at

St. George’s, in 1842, then under the pastorate

of Rev. Jas. C. Howe. He has been for many
years an elder of that church, and sustains

that relation at this time. He served as a

trustee of St. George’s church for many years.

Mr. Vandegrift was united in marriage, on the

2lst of August, 1844, to Miss Mary A. E.,

daughter of John Cochran, of Middletown.

She was a member of the Presbyterian Church

from early life, and a good Christian woman
She died, October 14, 1868, in the forty-

seventh year of her age, leaving the following

children : Olivia C., now wife of George W.
Dennison, of New York

; J. Lena, now wife of

B. S. Johnson, of Arkansas, and Margaret P.,

now wife of William P. Mifflin, an Attorney at

Law, Philadelphia. He was again married,

October 31, 1872, to Miss Angeline, daughter

of Joseph Cleaver.

(Ci^UDSON, JOHN POLK, Farmer, near

St. George’s, was born in Sussex county,

February 27, 1805, and was the second

child of James Hudson, a farmer, and of

,j
- Sarah (Polk) Hudson, daughter of John

Polk, of Sussex county, and sister of William

Polk, of Odessa. In the infancy of John P.

Hudson, the family removed to New Castle

county, where they resided ten years. They
then returned to the old homestead in Sussex

county, where Mr. James Hudson spent the re-

mainder of his life, and died. May 18, 1852, aged

seventy-one years. His wife died. May 2, 1837,

in her sixty-third year. Six of their chil-

dren grew to maturity : William, who died in

the West; John P. Moulton, who resides

in California
;

Kalita, who went to the

West, but nothing has been heard from

him for many years
;

Sarah, who married

Payne Prettyman, and Amelia, who married

Nehemiah Dickerson, and removed to Macou-

pin county. 111 . The father of James was

Richard Hudson, a farmer, of Sussex county,

and a soldier in the Revolutionary war. He
died in 1815, at the age of sixty-two. The
maiden name of his wife Was Deputy. His

father, John Hudson, emigrated from England

with his brother, William, about 1740, and

settled in Delaware. They each pre-empted

one thousand acres of land in Nanticoke

hundred. John P. Hudson attended the

schools of Wilmington and Sussex county, but

after the age often gave the greater part of his

time to the labors ofthefarm. When twenty-one,

starting in life without a dollar, he obtained,

on credit, a span of horses and a wagon, and

drew bog, ore to Milford for three years. At
the age of twenty -four, having made three

hundred dollars, he commenced farming on

his own account, near his old home, remaining

till 1841. He then removed to the neighbor-

hood of St. George’s, where he rented land.

In 1847 he purchased the farm “Grandview,”

which has ever since been his home. It is a

fine piece of land, in an excellent state of cul-

tivation, and is mostly' devoted to grain, but he

has been very successful in raising peaches, of

which, at one time, he had 6000 trees. His
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commodious residence was built in 1850. He
owns, also, the “ Pogue ” farm in the same

neighborhood, and the “Campbell” farm, in

Cedar Creek hundred. Mr. Hudson has several

dw'elling houses in St. George’s and in Phila-

delphia, and is noted for his leneincy towards

his tenants, some of whom have paid him little

for years. Since 1876 he has been a director

of the Delaware City National Bank. He is

eminently a self-made man, having accumu-

lated his handsome fortune by industry and

economy, and is widely known and highly re-

garded. He was an old line Whig and after-

wards became a Republican. During the war

he w'as a strong Union man, and did all in his

power to maintain the Government. He
united with the M. E. Church when nineteen

years of age, and has been since a steward and

trustee. He was married, in 1829, to Miss

Susan, daughter of Elias and Elizabeth (Morris)

Lofland. They had six children, three of whom
died young ; Alfred is now a farmer, near

Smyrna
;
Martha is the wife of John Wiltbank,

of Milton, and John is a farmer, near Clayton.

Having lost his first wife, November 20, 1848,

Mr. Hudson married, December 30, 1850, Miss

Mary, daughter of John and Mary (Lofland)

Campbell, of Sussex county.

OCKWOOD, WILLIAM KIRKLEY,
Farmer, residing near Warwick, Cecil

^ county, Md., was born in Delaware,

March 31, 1828. A sketch and plate

of his father, Richard Lockw'ood, are

given in this volume. William is the fifth child

of his parents, and was reared upon the farm,

attending school until he was ten years of age,

at which time his parents removed to Middle-

town, where his education was conducted for

six years. He was then sent to the New Lon-

don Academy, Chester county, Penna., where

he continued for two years. At the age of

eighteen he went to Philadelphia, and was

engaged as a clerk, but after a short time re-

turned to Middletown and assisted in his father’s

store. He remained in this business for two

years, when he began the pursuit of agricul-

ture. He had the care of the home farm, the

property of his father, for one year, when he

removed to the farm called “ Heath’s Range,’

where he now resides. This estate contains

440 acres, and by perseverance and enterprise,

Mr. Lockwood has made it a most valuable

and productive farm. He has had 6,000 peach

trees in bearing at one time, but devotes his

land principally to the growth of cereals. As
an agriculturist he has been successful, and

may be styled a representative farmer. In

person, bearing, and intelligence, Mr. Lock-

wood is an honor to the agriculturists of the

State. He is a member of the Protestant

Episcopal Church, in which he was reared. In

politics, he is liberal, and prefers to vote for

good men rather than to be controlled by the

dictum of any party. Mr. Lockwood was

united in marriage, December 2, 1851, to Miss

Elizabeth W., daughter of Joseph Griffith, of

Newark, whose s’xetch and plate are previ-

ously given. Upon their bridal trip they vis-

ited Washington, and dined with the distin-

guished Henry Clay, at his invitation. Seven

children have been born of this marriage, viz.;

Richard, a farmer of Kent county, Md.; Ida,

nov/ Mrs. T. E. Lindley, of Baltimore; Mollie

W., wife of Daniel Gibbs, a farmer of the

Levels; Lizzie, Mattie, William G., and Agnes
Irving Lockwood.

LEMING, EZEKIEL, Lumber Dealer,

I Mill Owner and Merchant, of Harring-
'

ton, was born March 4, 1836, in Kent

3 county. He was reared on a farm and

attended the country schools very ir-

regularly during the winter terms. At twen-

ty-one years of age he began working upon the

Delaware railroad, which he followed for eight

years. At the end of this time he began the

business of furnishing ties to the railroad com-
pany, from a tract of timber which he had pre-

viously purchased. He continued buying and

selling lumber and railroad ties until 1872,

when he bought an interest in a steam saw

mill, which was destroyed by fire in 1875. The
insurance on this property being only partial,

Mr. Fleming’s loss was considerable. He had

contracted for large quantities of lumber, and

had to employ other mills to do the sawing.

He purchased the “ McCleary mill,” at Farm-
ington, in 1875, which he still continues to

operate In 1876 he erected a steam saw mill

at Felton, and after the contiguous timber was

cut, removed it to Harrington. Mr. Fleming’s

mills cut and supply the Delaware railroad and

P., W. & B. railroad with lumber for bridges,

etc. He also ships large quantities to the

northern markets. He has often five other
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mills employed to assist in cutting lumber to
]

fill contracts amounting to over 100,000 feet 1

per month. In 1878, Mr. Fleming built a|

steam grist and custom mill at Harrington,

running four sets of burrs, and turning out

large quantities of flour, meal, etc. His mills

are all furnished with the latest improved ma-
chinery, and he gives employment to some fifty

men. In 1871 he bought the stock and fix-

tures of a general store and began merchan-

dizing, which he still continues. In addition

to all these interests he owns 570 acres of land,

which are cultivated under his supervision.

He has been eminently successful, and is one

of the self-made men of the State. Mr. Flem-

ing is a man of fine business abilities, honor-

able, intelligent and industrious. He enjoys

the confidence of his fellow citizens and his

many friends In politics he is identified with

the Republican party, was a strong Union man
during the war, and openly opposed secession.

In religious belief his sympathies are with the

Methodists, though he i-; not a mem.ber of any

church. He was married in 1861, to Miss

Elizabeth, daughter of William Booth, a farmer

of Kent county. Of this marriage there are

living seven children, three daughters and

four sons.

HARP, WILLIAM WALKER, Farm-
^ er, of Nanticoke hundred, was born,

October 2, 1821, on the farm adjoining

that upon which he now resides. This

farm is situated on the county road

leading from Seaford to Milford, about midway.

His father, Clement Sharp, Sr., was a farmer

and large land owner of Nanticoke hundred,

who died at the age of seventy-six years, in

1854, leaving a large estate. He was a mem-
ber of the M. E. Church, and an upright,

honest, self-made man. His mother was

Sallie, daughter of Thomas Lindale, of Sussex

county. She died in 1850, at the age of

seventy-five years, leaving seven children.

The grandfather of William was John Sharp,

a wealthy farmer and prominent citizen of

Sussex county; he died in 1816. The Sharps

came from England and settled in Susse.x

county, early in the eighteenth century. Wil-

liam W. Sharp is the fourth generation from

John Sharp, the emigrant. He attended the

public schools of his neighborhood until he

’’US twenty years of age, when he w'as sent to

the academy at Milford for one year. Upon
reaching manhood he began teaching, and fol-

lowed that vocation for three years, teaching

only in the winter season. He then began

farming and merchandising at his present

home. He continued merchandising for five

years, when he gave it up and devoted himself

to farming and to the culture of fruit. His

home-farm consists ol two hundred and fifty-

five acres of excellent land; he has 5,000

peach trees in bearing, and cultivates other

fruits to some e.xtcnt, but principally devotes

his farm to the growth of grain. Mr. Sharp

has been successful as a farmer, and is a man
of great energy and business ability. He
owns several very fine farms, in all, about

1,100 acres, all situated in Sussex county. He
was reared a Whig, and has been a member
of the Republican party since its formation;

he was an avowed Unionist during the late

war, and stood up for the preservation of the

country. He joined the M. E. Church in 1837

and has been an exhorter, class-leader and

trustee in his church for the past twenty

years. Mr. Sharp has interested himself in

public education, and has held the position

of clerk of the school board of his district for
'

thirty years. His life is his best eulogy. He
was united in marriage, on the twenty-fourth

day of December, 1843, to Miss Leah, a

daughter of George and Mary (Laws) Polk,

of Sussex county, Delaware.

^f^^ARTER, EDWARD, Farmer, Fruit

Grower, and Nurseryman, of North

Murderkill hundred, was born.Novem-
His parents were Edward

Jut?
£5^ Broadaway and Mary (Register) Carter,

of Kent county, Md. Three children of this

marriage grew to maturity ; Edward J., Mary
A., and Lydia B. The Carters are of English

descent, and first settled in Virginia, afterward

removing to Delaware. Edward J. Carter at-

tended the schools in the vicinity of his home
until his sixteenth year, when he attended for

one year the Academy at New Castle, Dela-

ware. In 1845 he became a farmer at “ Tonton
Field,” the place of his birth, which is the

name of a large tract of land comprising more
than one thousand acres, which has been in

the possession of the Carter family since 1820.

The farm on which Mr. Carter resides is also

called Tonton Field, and his house is a brick
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mansion, built by his father in 1833. 1^54
[

he began peach-growing', and established his
j

nursery. In 1836 he set out fifteen hundred

peach trees. Each succeeding year he has

added to the number, and in 1880 had seven

thousand peach trees in bearing. His nursery

consists of peach and apple trees, principally,

but attention is given to the cultivation of

pear trees, the smaller fruits, evergreens and

shrubbery. Mr. Carter has found fruit growing

a paying interest. During one year his sales

amounted to $3,000. In politics he has always

been a Democrat. He was united in marriage,

April 20, 1847, to Miss Elizabeth Reynolds,

daughter of Robert W. Reynolds, a sketch and

plate of whom precedes this biography. Ten
children have been born to them, eight of

whom survive : Mary Evelyn, wife of Dr. R.

W. Hargadine, of Felton
;
Rev. Herman Car-

ter, agraduate of Drew Theological Seminary,

and now a member of the Kansas M. E. Con
ference

;
Sallie G. R., Julia, Edward B.,

Euther M. R., Frank R.. and Aimee Carter.

ARRINGTON, SAMUEL MILBY,
Lawyer, was born at Dover, October 31,

1840, being the eldest son of Chancellor

Harrington, of honored memory. It

has been the fortune of Delaware to

have a succession of able men, whose useful-

ness has been perpetuated in the virtues and

talents of their sons. Of this, the subject of

this sketch was a striking example. A life

closed too soon as it seemed to human judg-

ment, and yet so singularly fruitful of results,

presents to the thoughtful and attentive mind

a most interesting study. His earliest boy-

hood gave promise of the future man. His

elemeVitary education was obtained in the

town of his birth, and he was graduated from

Delaware College with the first honors of his

class in 1857, being then in his seventeenth

year. At once the young graduate com-
menced the study of the law, first under direc-

tion of his father, and then of Hon. D. M.

Bates, and was admitted to practice, No-

vember 18, i86r, having, less than a month
before, completed his twenty-first year. At
this time the cloud of civil war had over-

shadowed the land, and soon after, it became

the subject of all absorbing anxietyand atten-

tion. His earnest and sympathetic nature re-

sponded to the sense of public peril, as it did

50

to every generous impulse, and he speedily

became active in political affairs. In several

capacities he gave his ardent support to the

cause of the Union, and was in politics an

active member of the Republican party, in

which, even at so early an age, he became a

recognized influence. In 1862 he was ap-

pointed Adjutant-General of this State, in

which capacity he rendered efficient service in

raising, organizing and equipping troops. In

the following year,(i863,) upon the election to

Congress of Hon. N. B. Smithers, then Secre-

tary of State, Mr. Harrington was appointed

to that office. His new duties were discharged

with characteristic industry and ability, and

his administration thereof won the admiration

of friends, and the respect of all. At this

time, his interest in public affairs was un-

flagging'. He came at once to the front rank

as a leader of his party, and wielded a large

influence in shaping its policy and guiding its

action, so long as it htld power in the State.

The death of Governor Cannon terminated

his official life early in 15O5, but his interest in

public affairs continued till the election of

1866 After earnest but unsuccessful efforts,

as Chairman of the State Central Committee

of that year, in behalf of his friend, Mr.

Riddle, as a candidate for Governor, he quitted

the field of active politics, and, thenceforth,

devoted himself untiringly to the practice of

his profession. Shortly after, the death of his

father left him, at twenty-five, the head of his

family and stay of his mother and younger

brothers and sisters. This sad event decided

all his future course. He subsequently held

two public offices, strictly in the line of pro-

fessional duty, having been Deputy Attorney-

General during a portion of the term of At-

torney-General VVootten, and, July i, 1872,

being elected City Solicitor of Wilmington, a

position to which he was re-elected for a

second term. He was also a member of the

Republican National Executive Committee
from 1874 to the time of his death. Mr.

Harrington’s professional career, which ab-

sorbed all of life which remained to him,

was unique, both in the brilliancy of his

success and the rapidity with which it

was achieved. The universal confidence

of the bar and the public which his, father

had enjoyed, was no mean inheritance
;
but

the son, unaided, would have commanded sue-
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cess in any forum. He combined all the quali-

ties of a true lawyer in a symmetrical Jev^elop-

ment as rare as it was admirable. As a

counsellor he was patient to hear facts, and

indefatigable in verifying them, clear and

accurate in legal judgment, fixed in his ma-

tured opinions, and frank in their statement.

He left nothing to chance. He went into

Court,master of the situation, and tried his case

with a brilliancy and dash surprising to one

not in the secret of the laborious preparation.

Endowed with singular versatility and readi-

ness of resource, alert, courteous, indefatiga-

ble, his success was inevitable. If he had

been less brilliant in advocacy, he would have

secured a reputation for accuracy of detail

and industry in the dispatch of office routine;

or, if his facility in all that pertains to the

attorney had been less marked, he would have

impressed himself as one born to win distinc-

tion as a barrister. The union of distinct and

well defined capacities which generally dis-

tincfu'sh two rlasses of lawyers, was of itself a

source of power, even if either had been less

marked in him. Indeed there was no duty of

the profession to which he did not bring the

faculties of a master. Not unworthy of note

was his considerate, courteous punctuality,

which would not waste for others the time

which he himself so well employed. While

he thus displayed all these gifts which en-

riched his client,his exemplary bearing towards

the Bench fulfilled to the utmost his profes-

sional oath,and his uniform courtes}' made him

the favorite of the bar. Mr. Harrington

always maintained that high professional

standard so essential to the welfare of the bar

and of society. To be a lawyer meant not

merely the means of personal advancement,

but he felt that he exercised a public function

involving a lofty range of duties and responsi-

bilities. In all that tended to elevate the

tone and promote the esprit de corps of the

bar he was facile princeps. The Bar Associa-

tion and Bar Library of his county owe their

existence to his energy and their growth to

his fostering care. Courteous, self-forgetful,

public spirited, he was pre-eminently helpful

and encouraging to younger men, and his

brethren of every age arose at his death and

blessed his memory for the kindly influence of

his life. Truly his own profession in its tributes

to his memory, recorded, as did Schubert’s a

his grave, that therein were buried “not only

its richest treasures, but its brightest hopes.”

Mr. Harrington was an active member of the M.
E. Church, and at every point, where it was pos •

sible,he touched society, and it seemed always

brightened by the contact. His fondness for

children was so marked as to surround him

with them on every possible occasion. No public

interest came, within his reach which did not

receive his hearty co-operation and before

others had ceased to plan he had begun to

act, always bearing the burden of the common
labor. But the physical was not equal to the

mental. Silent and unregarded, the forces of

life had been giving way. More and more had

the work absorbed the man, quite crowding

out that social life in which he could be pre-

eminent. The end came on the loth of Sep-

tember, 1878, and he was not quite thirty-eight

years old.

^^^ILLIAMS, HON. JAMES, Member of

the Forty-fourth and the Forty-fifth

Congress from the State of Delaware,

S&C was born in the city of Philadelphia,

August 4, 1825. His father, John Wil-

liams, born in 1775, was, by birth, a native of

New Castle county, Del., but went to Phila-

delphia in early life, and was for many years

engaged in that city as a dealer in lumber.

He returned to his native State in 1846, and

died, July 3, 1849. His mother was Esther,

daughter of John Adams, of New Castle county,

but originally from Maryland. Mrs. Williams

died in Philadelphia, in 4875, in the eighty-

eighth year of her age. The parents of Mr.

Williams left six sons, having had eight chil-

dren, of whom the subject of this notice was

the seventh. After attending private schools,

he, at sixteen years of age, engaged with a

carpenter to learn the business of an archi-

tect. He continued with him eighteen months,

when his father having bought the estate

known as “Redcliffe,” in New Castle county, he

came to Delaware and engaged in agriculture,

to which he has devoted his subsequent life.

In 1848 his father bought the land on which

he now resides, being a part of the old Somer-

ville estate, the residence and home of Chan-

cellor Ridgely. Mr. Williams built, in that

year, the house in which he still lives. This

farm consists of 172 acres of valua'ole and im-

proved land
;
and he is besides the owner of
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900 acres, the greater part of which is in three

farms, and the rest in timber. Mr. Williams is

a Democrat in politics, and in 1856 was elected

by that party to a seat in the State Legisla- -

ture, serving for the years 1857-58. He was

again elected and served in the years 1863-64.

In 1866 he was elected to- the State Senate

and served from 1867 to 1871. During the last

two years he was Speaker of that body. He was

a member of the National Convention of the !

Democratic party, which in 1872 met in the

city of Baltimore and nominated Horace Gree-

ley far President. He was elected to the For-

ty-fourth Congress by his party, serving on the

Committee of Naval Affairs, and also elected

a member of the Forty-fifth Congress,

serving on the committees of Military Affairs

and Private Land Claims. In March, 1879, he

returned to his home and has since devoted

himself to the care of his farms. Mr. Willian;s

declares himself a hard money Democrat, and

steadily refuses to indorse measures whose

virtue solely lies not in consistency, but suc-

cess. He was appointed by Governor James

Ponder an aid on his staff with the rank of Col-

onel. A good farmer, an eminent citizen, a

most.excellent neighbor, he is highly esteemed

by his own community, and widely appreciated

by his party and the State of Delaware. Col.

Williams was united in marriage in 1850 to

Miss Ruthanna, daughter of the late Mason

Baily, of Kent county. By this marriage there

are two surviving children; Nathaniel and

Sarah Esther Williams

GOTTEN. HON. EDWARD, one of

the Judges of the Superior Court of

Delaware, was born in Laurel, Sussex

county, October 2, 1810. His father,

Peter G. Wootten, was a man of ability

and great business enterprise. He was a

farmer, a merchant, and engaged in vessel

business, all of which he prosecuted with vigor

and success. He was also interested in polit-

ical affairs, and served in the State Legisla-

ture. He died in 1824, at about fifty-seven

years of age. The father of Peter G. Wootten

came to this country from England. He settled

his four sons on two thousand acres of land, in-

one body, near Laurel. Judge Wootten received

his early education in the Laurel Academy,

which at that time enjoyed great celebrity,

and was considered nearly equal to a college
;

having all kinds of instruments and appa-

ratus in the mathematical, astronomical and

philosophical departments. At the age of

eighteen Mr. Wootten comm.enced the study of

law with the distinguished Thomas Cooper, of

Georgetown, late member of Congress, and

after his death, with James Rogers, Esq., of

New Castle, being admitted to the bar in 1830.

He at once began the practice of hi.s profession

in Georgetown. He early exhibited great

skill in the management of his cases, and ere

long had gained a large clientage, and was

recognized as one of the leading members of

the bar in Delaware. In 1845 he received the

nomination for Congress by the unanimous

vote of the Democratic convention, but this

honor he declined, preferring to devote his

whole time and talents to his profession. The
following year there was a general desire ex-

pressed by the judges and members of the bar,

and prom.inent gentleman of both political

parties, for his appointment as one of the

judges of the Superior Court of the State
;
but

Governor Cooper, who was a Whig, refused,

as was supposed, for political reasons, to make
the appointment. It 1847, however, Governor

Tharp, recognizing his fitness for the position,

appointed him to the place, which he has since

filled with such credit to himself and honor to his

native State. No appointment could have been

more gratifying to the legal profession, or to

the people at large, as over thirty years have

proved. Judge Wootten has always possessed,

in an unusual degree. The qualifications neces-

sary for his responsible position, having a pro-

found knowledge of the law, great decision of

character, and a keen and intuitive sense of

justice. With such assiduity and ability has

he devoted himself to the duties of his high

office, that no decision which he has rendered

since his elevation to the Bench, has ever

been reversed, although he has delivered the

opinions of the Court and charged the Jury in

many of the most important cases which have

been tried during his long term of service,

which were reviewed by the Court of Appeals.

One of his distinguishing traits is his wonder-

ful memory. It is common for the profession

and others who know him, to say,. “ He never

forgets anything.” His comprehensive and

accurate knowledge of law was marked, even

before he became Judge, in his pleadings

before the high Court of Chancery where he
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never lost but two cases, and those were ap- i

pealed to the Court of Errors, and both re-
;

versed. Judge Wootten was, for thirty years, '

a trustee of the Georgetown Academy, and
for many years a vestryman and senior warden
of the P. E. Church. For sixteen years pre-

vious to his becoming a Judge, he was a direc-

tor of the P'armers Bank in Georgetown. He
is now in the ripeness of his years and experi-

ence, hale and vigorous, and in the full enjoy- !

ment of all his physical and intellectual
|

powers. He has large landed interests in the I

vicinity of Georgetown. Judge Wootten was!

married, in June, 1833, to Mary, daughter of|

Judge Peter Robinson. Their only child,
j

Alfred P. R. Wootten, late Attorneys General
of Delaware, died, August 28, 1864. .A sketch

j

of his life will be found in this volume. Mrs.

Wootten, a lady of great superiority and noble
|

Christian character, died, June 3, 1877. Judge
Wootten is a man of unusual strength of

will and force of character, yet of a most ge-

nial disposition, which makes him very popu-
lar with his many friends.

5^-OUSTON, ROBERT BELL, Farmer
and land owner of Dagsboro hundred,

was born, December 9, 1802, on the

farm where he now resides. His father

i was Robert Houston, a farmer and

landowner, who died in 1821. His mother was

Ann, daughter of Paul Thoroughgood, of that

county. She died in 1827. Of this marriage

there v/ere seven children. The progenitor

of the family in America was Robert Houston,

an immigrant from Scotland, who
- patented

the land upon which his posterity have lived

for successive generations. The name “Rob-
ert” has been sacredly cherished in the Hous-

ton family and has always been the name of

the son living upon the paternal estate. Rob
ert Bell Houston, the subject of this sketch,

attended the private schools in his vicin-

ity until his nineteenth year, when the

death of his father made it necessary

for him to assume the management of the

home farm. In 1827. upon the death of his

mother, Mr. Houston became the heir to this

estate. In addition, he is owner, also, of 2,608

acres, his total landed possessions amounting

to 3,208 acres. He was brought up in the

faith of the Democratic party, and in 1831 was

elected a member of the State Constitutional

Convention, but has since refused public office.

He v/as many years an elder in the Indian

River Presbyterian Church, which he joined in

1841. He was married July 3, !S3i, to Miss
Lydia B., daughter of Isaiah and Hetty Whar-
ton, of Susse.x county. Mrs. Houston died,

April 12, 1876, in her sixty-seventh year, leav-

ing the following children ; John Mitchell, a

farmer and ex-legislator of Dagsboro Hun-
dred

;
Dr. Isaac Howard Houston, of Vienna,

Florchester county, Md.
;
Edward Woolsey, a

merchant of Millsboro
;
Robert Isaiah ,a farmer

of the neighborhood; Charles Bell, residing

on the home farm, and Henry Aydelott, a

teacher by profession, and residing at Mills-

boro, Del.

DAMS, ISAAC J. W., Mill owner of

Laurel,was born, October29, 18. being

the eldest son of Thomas Adamsf ^i mill-

wright
,
of Laurel, who died in 1866. His

mother was Elizabeth Wootten, daugh-

ter of John Wootten. His grandfather was

Isaac Adams, a farmer of SoiTicrsct county,

Md
,
who came to this State immediately after

the Revolutionary war. He married a Miss

Cordry. The childhood of Isaac J. W. Adams
was passed on a farm. On his fifteenth birth-

day he commenced learning his father’s busi-

ness, and continued with him until he was

twenty-two years of age. He then purchased

the Cod Creek Mills, and while attending to

these, also gave his attention to the trade he

had learned. He next became part owner of

the Galestown Mills, and devoted his time to

their management. In 1867 he removed to

Salisbury, and engaged in the manufacture of

ship and house lumber with General Hum-
phries. In December of 1871, he became in-

terested in the Laurel Mills, and the firm be-

came Adams & Co., (of which see Industries

in this volume,) who have built the present

mills and conduct the business. Mr. Adams
has devoted himself assiduously to his business,

and, although his early advantages were few,

he is a man of unusual intelligence, and is

well-read and a representative, self-made

man. In politics he is Democratic, but has in-

invariably declined the nomination to office

often tendered him by his party. Mr. Adams is

a member and vestryman of Christ’s Protes-

tant Episcopal Church, of Laurel. In 1850 he

was married to Miss Eglantine E., daughter



*Wa T’la to yjioTeiH

.9:>i7U>9J!di/r{ UMuldt 93oife ud )uii .iHifinavnoD , -qa jtorfr l&a« owJ tvd J«of ir/ait

u 4 <bnjf 9 i}J /7 i i»y3 |ic9H iH0i(ja /urn oH
ntb»nhi kI .dyiurtD' o^nji^d* :>Vl

«»IU iij ^ I jhtMftf «!:*< :-H

•iftiJV/ IfoaHaitAf ,,f!

b-jib ^iV vliiiio'j lo ,«oi

i »*T»l ,K ( .fln'av 'ii-'v iyir 0» |t,t ihu^
* rtuw'^ , n#Tf'!*d*j tjfh pni

-ai'M li3 injwiM?,-' (-/-:> wO/'. 'br/»iAl

,*ia09 l>/ Ui .itOlci,oH H »,r?! •'.0
;

tiijb,

ti I-k*7/ Inr»v/h3 ;,bl.'l I’yini/n^ i:r?fe'5irno<J

I'i/m ’ /„ (j»ni,4j ji >>>J
;
irti ijtUiJ.', 1o

, .1 .iloif «yi ail5 4(1 9dl Iri

t JK/lvb /A vnj H |jnrt amc/l odj no
-.-liM Jj. -^p' -i::, hlit, ,PO}ii^*y'l'J

•SM tUo<! ,fioYi3 lo Huo3 t>d> oi bsleaq

.Tuar# ini ,iAw rt»?iooV/ >^hul[ .baetov

b/u, ,vfn>b«>A awqi!»;jio#0 adJ 1o sotaui} a

ntjbi&y/ vdiivJkbtia narr'( ii«tv a rutt^ xncm lol

-»Tq ;iLtt^ lO'i (tsuaO 3 .H wll lo

’jpiih £ hSi'tt 3(f v»Sbu\ « 9niiro3>d aid oJ suoiv

i»H nwoT»atu^>0 ni dasfi rrarm*'! srfj >o lo#

‘rt^qx^ bfti; eTRox wd io «t»B»qh sidJ oiv/>>a ei

*^Co^ Uir^ 3t<J ni bne .^wnio^^jv bitA dtad ,
93ns

Ici/iaoflslfii bf)E l*3i]r(dq eid IU lo Jnstn

V> •»>nw‘. 1»}K

an;xJ, Ai,4,sic*; MjQ.UTod
• ()»•!< 4_

• mj,{.A t^»,o\t'riT k» n»Wr

ai(3 ni #>»yr>Jni bsbnai cad oH .ci^ woq
ctiw o«cooW 3'4bu( nwoissiosO lo xJiaioiv

lo, nlri^oAb ,xiaM oi Ill'S
i f9au[ ni

bisdo i'«<n noemdp'3 id$«?

.Ml ,oi''rd
^

lm>nt>D \:^n'n>uh ytcl .nsJJooV/ 3 .Tb^ilIA
A ,Ss jcugf^A .bsllb ,»i<w«IqiG1o

.{, Jh kdy .^l/j'.Cl .9i4ui(ov iiiU <ii bnuol sd Uiw slil'cid lo

ilH fit Iftaib 0/1 ‘f ,hvf»S'l(f lf?«ir«

ycvfJo-iifr. T fWor

^ jd j ; agbu

!on bfiL vihoh3q:^« Jang Ip n^nsfJcoW
gbul ,t AQoi ,bsrb .isiomfds naitthdo

>0 Icuaunu lo nam « «i npiiooW--
tM9jfooV/ rlS'fdKTti^^/i’// toihoifi “»'S a lo lav ,isJofiiad>-lo,»oiol boa lliw

->w isfiialb/Kiia eUT .nsjlooW oduL la laJ , -cqoq *<Tt3V cnid ssilMrp doddw .rtoljboqeib Um

1 fcV’

.ebnahl vnam iiri dJitr.inf

,
, f

j/l jt-rr.i

lo i3n ;/c-

i'» lauu^vi fc ,irn/ifjJ\.

lC'll4 '! Jj*dl -fTimi 'tJcifi ei<(j o3 DCTtCO Oil// ^ bM
c«tb: c loniiiin aH itv# sdi

j

.JJ33 T>13a03 ,>I0T2U0 <i
.fnt.'jA ,7/ [ to boodbltdi jriT .‘(TbioD 1 .baibnuii oiodt^Q la lanwp bnal'-tma

d»ft'j3/lri
^

r. ny b-Jifis/w] env- Udt no .coili ^ -jadwosyCI ,mod caw
i<-iJd > tadlf.1 ild gnioVfi9< basn^ipmoo 2d '<r;fc

j

loriifil «IH .^vbisyj won sd srodw tmal
:'d lii.iy rfild dliw bvunijno> bnc ,e5v»n|bn£ tarntal r> .jnoleuoH ti»4oA caw
j-uiq P9di »H ,»»;6 io p.iasx ov. j-xjoav t ' BEW isdltjJo c.'H .»£8f a? hoib odw .^anwo bxul

'' 3i(if';/ b/)i; >l33i0 bul> 'jdi ! }£tij lo .boo^grl^xroiodT lua^llo idld^unb ,nnA
' flloj nciiaaii.v. ^‘d ocia .vciWr sidi 10 ni bsib sdS .xlauoo^^

tt ; »y-vn >}-! bvmaof b«ff lojmaaoiq sifT .qsiblido nsvac oi9w sisdi
o) umij £iri b:Wu/9b-bna,,cb'iI/ nv/oteola^) adi

| jjojfcyoH li3do3 e«w c:>n9mA ni xiifncl ad} lo
ol b>voin.i .ul v>^r Hi .inarasstnam ibrlj

;
MnaJaq orfv/ ,bqtlJo>a moil Jtisi^mmi ns

lo luMum ni b>;'£^fi3 hns ,-<ud£iIa2 1 bv/il avfirf' xJibJcoq aid thUiv no<ju bn«l adJ
•mtiH ffT 3 n'?L> fltivf i-idmul aea^d l»n« qwlc

1 amen adT enoil&iaoa^ aviecaaaoc lol
•oJ »mc^ 2u jJ ,t*di Vj vjJinu_.*jO nf cahdq | -kjjoH ad} ni ppd^^^fris «3a4 "It®
-ad nun arlJ Ijtu, t,j!j r,'r lo atopn ad} no6tI* «}>d bafi-YfimslndJ
eotTlifobnl - a-i iijidvf lO ,.oO >5 jjmcbA jOi/tD jjoU Ipatnifiq sHi noqu gnivil noe adJ
}tiocsTq 2dj }liud avfid oriv/ ^,i,mufov cidj ni ^flojade fcldl lo JOsldnc adl *noiapoH (laH Iw
cAj..bA M/i t^^nhud jdr JwubrtooLn/i gfUm -.nbiv eid nl elooriiie aiavhq *dj babnoiifl
,i^famtud-:»dv..»xi^t.ouhier.lb>midba}ovab£i;d adj nadw .ijrax dJnsaJanin cid lilnu v^i
,v#j1 c j1j4.inn.vbfi ?id dguuajJ/, ,bne

f
<_iB?2iDpn li abstn ladldl «id lo ri;cal>

» S‘nc ,93n:»ai?;t.}ni Inu^unu lo turn c &i ari’adj lo inam^gsbim atnueis o} mid -lol

ci cftjBbA^.il/ aid xd mirf txnybn^J n>j)c "gniJjiuomc *npi?,3a?ioq baiiuAf /n}oi)- aid .cpua-
•toJoiS aitnrtD lo nfifn (t}«X fane lodmam c

'

_>di ni qu tflguoid «;» irH .caio* Bos.t oS
9(i0idi nl fatPflJ> ,H>iurfO InqoofeiqH ipfil adJ lo dlisl
aaJrtgofib

,,
3 antjnajjy cn't£ oi bshv.ni cb v/ I/cqqiiiiiiJenoO >jfi}2 ad/lo awimam s bafosla



1





BIOGRAFHICAL DEPARTMENT. 397

of Boaz Bell, of Broad Creek hundred. Of

their nine children three only surviv^e. Mrs.

Adams died in August, 1869, and Mr. Adams
was again married, in 1870, to Miss Margaret

Bell, a sister of his first wife.

Margaret

(§^;^MYTH, BRIGADIER GENERAL
THOMAS A

,
was born December 25,

1832, in Ballyhooly, county of Cork,

His parents were Thomas and

Smyth : his father was a

farmer in which business the son assisted,

after leaving school. His educational advan-

tages were limited, but by means of travel

through England and Scotland, and a consid-

erable stay in London and Paris, he gained a

knowledge of life, and his habits of close

observation, and his faculty of readily compre-

hending, supplied in great measure, every defi-

ciency. He came to this country in August,

1854, and settling in Philadelphia foliow'ed

the business of wood carving. Soon after, he

was influenced to join Walker’s forces in Nica-

raugua. Little is known 01 his e.'ipirilenccs

there. Early in 1858 he made Wilmington

his home, and in July of that year was married

to Miss Amanda M. Pounder. In April, 1861,

he raised, in Wilmington, a company for the

three months’ service, and impatient of the

delay in these matters in Delaware, took it to

Philadelphia, where it was accepted as Com-

pany H, in the 24th Pennsylvania Volunteers.

The regiment, much of the time, was encamped

in Maryland or Virginia. His commanding offi-

cer remarked, long after, that he was always in-

fluenced by the bravery and prudence ofCaptain

Smyth, to send him out on any expedition

where danger was likely to be encountered,

and that he had no doubt, he had sometimes

imposed upon him labors that others should

have shared. His great powers of physical

endurance en.abled him to bear, uncomplain-

ingly, fatigue, exposure and privations. His

physique was splendid, indicating vigorous

health, and every action denoted the highest

state of vitality. He was military in his bear-

ing, and looked the perfect soldier. After the

muster out of the Regiment, Captain Smyth
returned to Wilmington where he organized

the First Delaware Volunteers for three years’

service, and he was, October 22, chosen Major.

During the stay of the Regiment at Fortress

Monroe, embracing most of the time till the

following May, he devoted himself with ardor

to the drilling of the men, and to the study of

military science. In the battle of Antietam
he displayed great personal bravery, and laid

the foundation for that confidence which
the First Delaware ever afterwards reposed

in him. At Fredericksburg he added ma-
terially to this reputation, and special men-
tion was made of the regiment in the official

report. On the i8th of December, at a

meeting of the officers of the Regiment, he

was unanimously elected Lieutenant Colonel

to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resig-

nation of Colonel Oliver Hopkinson, and on

the 30th was commissioned by the Governor.

On the 7th of February, follow'ing, he was
commissioned as Colonel. At Chancellorville,

also, he displayed his great ability as a com-
mander; For an account of his participation

in these battles, the reader must be referred to

his published memoir, by Dr. D. W. Maull,

which is written in captivating style and is

full of interest. It contains, also, the reports
r z-' - 1 t C tUU 1 V^UlUliCl 0111^ Cli,

the First Delaware owed much of the morale

which distinguished it in its entire service
;
he

imparted to it zeal and confidence, and inspired

it with his own gallantry. He was the idol of

his men, and every promotion he received was
hailed by them with enthusiastic delight.

Shortly after the last mentioned campaign he

was assigned to the command of the Second
Brigade, Third Division, Second Army Corps.

Gettysburg was the first engagement in which

he commanded a brigade. There he was con-

spicuous for bravery, exposing himself at all

points, where he thought his duty called him.

He seemed rather to court than avoid dan-

ger. On the last day of the fight he was
wounded on the nose and head by frag-

ments of shell. At the close of December,

1863, he re-enlisted with the regiment as a

veteran, and the command returned to Wil-

mington to enjoy a thirty days’ furlough.

While there he was the recipient of many marks

of favor from his fellow-citizens, who were be-

coming very proud of him. In April, 1864, he

was assigned to the command of the Irish

Brigade, and led it in the battles of the Wil-

derness and Spottsylvania. In the accounts

of the last, he is called “the intrepid, the gal-

lant Colonel Smyth, whose name is already

written in letters of gold on tlie scroll of mili-
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tary fame." The affection h.e inspired in these i

men of his own nationality, was unbounded.
|

}Ie was tlieir ideal of a hero. He could sway
j

them as he wdlled, and some of the poetry

they wrote him— transcribed in the work above '

mentioned—is fine indeed, and thrills the heart
,

of the reader with sympathetic enthusiasm,
j

No possible justice can be done to the brilliant

record of such a man in a brief sketch. Dela-

ware, otherudse, preserves his fame in fitting

form. In front of Petersburg all his energies

were called into play : he was ceaseless in his l

efforts to keep his command up to the highest

point of discipline and efficiency. October l,

1864. he was commissioned Brigadier General.

The cheering, when the news reached the

camp, lasted nearly an hour, and so loud and

hearty was it that the enemy inquired the

cause. He was made the recipient of elegant

presents, and officers and men were alike proud

of him. In the engagement at Hatcher’s Run ;

he “ led his command in the most dashing
j

manner.” On the morning of April 7, 1865,
j

the skirmish began at “High Bridge. The

General was riding in advance with the skirm-

ish line, with his staff about him, when he was

mortally wounded by a rebel sharpshooter.

He died on the day of Lee’s surrender, and

was the last General officer on the Union side

killed in the war. The sad event marred the

general joy over our victories. He died as he

had lived—a hero. Not a groan or complaint

escaped him, but he talked calmly of his situa-

tion, and said :
" I am not afraid to die.”

His body was embalmed and is interred in the

cemetery at Wilmington.

URTON, BENJAMIN, of Georgetown,

was born near Lewes, in 1810. His pa-

rents were Daniel and Polly (Wolf)

Burton. His father was a farmer
;
he

died in 1822. His mother was the sister

of Dr. Jacob Wolf, of Lewes, who was killed

by lightningdn Georgetown. She died in 1834.

Early in the history of the colonies, three

brothers came from England, one settling in

Pennsylvania, one in New England, and one,

William Burton, in Accomac county, Va. In

1700 the last named came to Delaware and

patented many tracts of land on Indian River,

which were at his death divided among his

eleven sons. One of his descendants, Joshua

Burton, served in the State Legislature, from

Sussex county, for tliirty-two consecutive ses-

sions. From William Burton also descended

the subject of our sketch, who early attended

the schools of his locality, and at the age of

fifteen was sent to boarding school in Wil-

mington, where he remained three years. He
then, till his majority, was a clerk for his uncle

and guardian, Myers Burton. At twenty-one

he commenced mercantile business on his own
account, which he continued until i860. In

1867 he removed to Georgetown, where he still

resides. He is largely interested in mill prop-

erty, owning Burton’s Mill, near Lrwes, also

Burton’s Upper Mill, and has an interest in the

Millsboro Mills. He owns fifteen hundred

acres of land in the county, one thousand

acres of which lie in one tract near Millsboro.

By appointment of Governor David Hazzard

he was made a justice of the peace in and for

the county of Sussex. In 1842 he was elected,

on the Whig ticket, a member of the State

Legislature, and again elected to the same
position in 1851. Mr. Buruon always taken

a deep interest in the State and National wel-

fare. He was in early life a Whig, and since

the breaking out of the late war has acted

with and been prominent in the Republican

party. At the beginning of the war he was

considered in his county a large slave-holder,

but his patriotism was superior to all personal

or monetary interests, and, from the first, he

stood forward as a friend and supporter of the

Union. His political influence has been very

great, and is justly recognized by the Repub-

lican party. He has been three times mar-

ried : first, in December, 1830, to Miss Sophia,

youngest daughter of Colonel William D.

Waples, of Sussex county. She died in 1832,

leaving one child, who survived her but a short

time. He next married, in November, 1833,

Miss Adaline, daughter of Myers Burton.

She died in 1835, leaving one child, who
also soon followed her. February 28, 1838,

he married, for his third wife. Miss Catharine,

daughter of General Green, of whom see

sketch in this volume. Mrs. Burton was the

eleventh child of her parents and the young-

est daughter. They have six surviving chil-

dren : Daniel, residing in Millsboro
;
Edward,

his partner in business
;
George H., Captain

in the United States Infantry, of whom see

sketch
;
Kate, Julia, and Clara Burton.
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(^^’ENNIMORE,
Earmer of Appoquinimin

EDWARD COLLINS,
hundred, was

April 17, 1830.

An account of the family is given in the

born in New Jersey,

the fam

sketch of his father, Joshua B. Fenni-

more. He attended the schools of his locality

till his twentieth year, after which he was asso-

ciated with his father in agriculture and in
j

raising fruit. In 1S45 his father sold his farm I

in New Jersey, and removed to one they had
|

purchased near Odessa. They^there conducted

a large nursery, from which they sold annually,

in different parts of Delaware and Maryland,

35,000 trees. They were also very successful in

the culture of peaches, in which they have now

been engaged thirty-six years. Mr. Joshua B.

Fennimore brought with him from New Jersey

3000 peach trees, and every year increased

the number till he had on his two farms of

1400 acres,400 acres covered with this fruit. In

1858 Edward C. Fennimore commenced farm-

ing by himself on a place called “ Rockland,’

about four from Odessa, comorisinsr 800

acres of land
;
and the following year set out,

on another farm, 11,000 peach trees. From
i860 to 1870 he sold from “ Rockland,” 183,650

baskets of peaches, the gross receipts from

which were $157,224,37. He became the larg-

est fruit grower in the State, and has realized

in a single year over $29,000 from the sale of

the different varieties. He has now 2500 trees

in bearing in Delaware, and 7000 on his farms

in Kent county, Md. These last contain 360

acres, lOO of which are devoted to wheat.

The other cereals are also raised to a more lim-

ited extent. He has about 4000 grape vines

which, under his management, have proved

very successful, and has been much interested

in the cultivation of the sugar beet. He re-

ceived the first premiums of one humlred dol-

lars each, offered by the Delaware State Beet

Sugar Company in the years 1879 and 1880.

Mr. Fennimore bought, in 1867, eighty-six

acres of land adjoining Middletown, for $20,000.

These he divided into town lots, and in six

months had realized from the sale of them
the sum he had expended, and had still eight-

teen acres remaining. To his enterprise Mid-

dletown owes, largely, its growth and improve-

ment. He is far-seeing, energetic, thoroughly

reliable, and highly regarded as a man, and is

one of the most successful agriculturists in !

the State, He is a director of the Citizens’

j

National Bank of the above place. In politics

he is independent. In common with all his

father’s family he is a member of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Church. He was married in

1866 to Miss Susan P., daughter of Isaac Hall,

of Pennsylvania. Only one of their three

children survives, Mary Louisa Fennimore.

plj^ONRAD, AARON, Capitalist, late of

Wilmington,

::'0

was born near the Blue

Bell, in Montgomery county. Pa
,
De-

cember 25, 1805. His opportunities of

education were limited, but were well

supplemented in after life by careful observa-

tion, reading, good common sense and excel-

lent judgment. He learned the milling busi-

ness, which he followed for a few years, then

went -to farming, in which he was quite suc-

cessful, but left it about 1845, and started the

coal business at Nicetown, one of the nu-

merous small towns lying in the suburbs of

Philadelphia. In comparison with its present

gigantic proportions, the coal trade was then

in its infancy, but by dint of perseverance

and energy, he built up a large and prosperous

business. While thus engaged he resided at

Nicetown and Bridesburg, and on disposing of

the business, removed to Germantown, and in

1856, to Wilmington. Here he invested con-

siderable capital, buying twenty acres of

land on the outskirts of the city, and building,

upon a portion of it, a large and commo lious

dwelling for his own occupation. He also

built, on this tract, several rows of houses

By the growth of the city this land greatly

increased in value, and he sold it off in

lots at a material advantage. After parting

with most of it, and also selling his residence,

he removed, in 1869, to West street, in the heart

of the city, where he continued to reside until

the time of his death. Besides the above, he

invested quite entensively in farms in Caroline

county, Md., which he greatly improved. All

his investments in land were, for the most

part, successful. He was a man of equable

temperament, of quiet, but pleasant manner,

and was particularly successful in winning the

confidence and good-will of all with whom he

was brought in contact. Being of a reserved

tendency he rather avoided anything like public

life. In 1877 he was elected a member of the

Wilmington City Council, to represent the

Fifth Ward, and served most acceptably as a
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member, and as Chairman of the Street Com-
mittee. Re-elected in 1878, he was thus serv-

ing the city at the time of his death. He was
a birth-right member of the Society of Friends,

and retained that membership through life, al-

ways in the quiet, unassuming manner which
was natural to him. In his home-life he was
an exemplary husband and father. He was
married three times, and left, at his death,

four children. His last marriage took place in

1S58. He lived to the ripe age of three-score

years and ten, closing his long and successful

career, December 31,1878. The City Council and
both political parties united in paying appro-

priate honors to his memory, testifying to his

many virtues and the respect and regard his

character inspired.

j^i^ONNER, JAMES, Saddle, Harness and

(?)/Tr Trunk Manufacturer, Wilmington, was

•e‘^s£[^rthe oldest son of James and Elizabeth

'^^^c^f(Browning) Conner, and was born, Sep-

tember2'; 1 813. near “Masseys,” Kent

county, Md. His parents had three other

children ;
Mary Eveline, who married John R.

Wilkins
;
Joshua Browning, who died in 1861,

leaving six children
j
and Martha Elizabeth,

who married William Bayard, and died in

1840 When James Conner was four years of

age, the family removed to a farm owned by

his mother'in Virginia, eighteen miles above

Harper’s Ferry, on the Potomac river, and

his childhood was passed amid the beautiful

scenery of that locality. In the winter he at-

tended the country school, and in summer as-

sisted on the farm. When he was twelve

years of age his father died, and they returned

to their old home in Kent county. At the

age of fourteen he closed his school days and

came to Wilmington as an apprentice to Mr.

Stephen Boddy to learn his trade. His stature

was unusually large for his years, his bearing

manly and his countenance open and honest.

Also his ability and fidelity soon so won the

esteem of his employer that in the second

year of his apprenticeship he made him his

clerk and bookeeper, and during his frequent

absences entrusted him with the general man-

agement of the business. In his will he ap-

the pointed him the executor of his estate. At

age of twenty Mr. Connor closed his connection

with Mr. Boddy, and after four months spent

in learning saddle-making, went, in 1833, to

East Marlboro, Chestercounty, Pa,, where, with
only ;^94 in hand, he commenced life on his

own account. August 24, 1834. he was mar-
ried to Miss Rlioda Jane Morrison, of Wil-

mington, by Ricliard Bayard, the first Mayor
of that city. He remained in East Marlboro
till 1 839, when he removed to New London, in

the same county, remaining in this place nearly

twenty y^ears. He succeeded in business
;
was

for ten years a justice of the peace, and was
urged to accept tlie nomination for Sheriff of

Chester county', but declined. In 1858 he re-

turned to Wilmington, bringing with him suf-

ficient capital to open business on a larger

scale, and rented the eligible property at 237
Market street, where he from that time con-

tinued, purchasing the same in 1878 This

became oae of the leading houses in the State

in the manufacture of saddles, harness and

trunks, and Mr. Conner accumulated a hand-

some property. He built, after plans of his

own, the tasteful and commodious residence on

Jefferson street, still occupied by his family.

Wherever he lived he exhibited great enter-

prise and public spirit, and greatly promoted
the best interests of the community and ofthe

church he attended. He was disinclined to

official position, y'ct served the people of Wil-

mington in almost every capacity but that of

Mayor, which office was several times urged

upon him, but he would not accept the nomi-

nation. He was appointed by the Levy Court

one of the trustees of the poor for New Castle

county for a term of three years, and was

President of the Board during the third year.

He afterwards filled an une.xpired term of three

months. In every position of trust his ability

and integrity were conspicuous and unques-

tioned. He united with the M E. Church in

Wilmington in 1832, and shortly before leav-

ing New London was chiefly instrumental in

organizing and building there a house of wor-

ship for his denomination. His connection

after returning to Wilmington was with Grace

Church. In 1879 he became a member of the

Order of Odd Fellows. He had four chil-

dren, the eldest, James Armstrong Conner,

born in 1837, is in business- in Wilmington
;

Anna Maria is the wife of John A. Wilson, of

Wilmington,and Joshua now conducts the bus-

iness left by his father, and Charles Duffield

Conner. Mr. Conner was a man of fine appear-

ance, and was hale and hearty almost to the

I



.JiiiAWA.iaa 10 YJCcrwH 0O|k

if)lw ,»i«Hw , f#nH

oo •Vi |bv:n-»mrnc/ j if? Jjntrf iti

^<;v/ v«i A lnwo:/3jt r»v»*t» I

-UW lo .iir> • V afT4*( «»M oj baii
j

MJX^^ 'fd ^»r.v«H ,«»Mjjrtiw I

rA^tjc.U, ji tiH nf W
flknolvi/. J j, ,VT oj fc'ivoiTraf viJ nadw lliJ

’<Iu9dfl>^lif4i4lj lii ,\StWf>i smct »tlj

’ •**
; ud /ii lv!>b«iot’a sH >(4i> j‘w 1

rfi-w Liij.
. dfiJ »o Ti ft»i to)

,

lo'hiitff.'" toi fmiiv!oioui(i df

-yi i)i r»I fvjdlll'Ob •i d
,
^Jouoj-toJuflD

-liJi! nrifi rfiiw ^n^inind ,iw i^niiuiiW oj baioirt

r iu> ftoitif Ud n"^;o r>) t<,j>q£3

^t- **• ;>dj (<njai>t t'rifi ,o/cD8

-no’j jfT}!) u fi} trioil 'j/i »79riv/ ,»c> tij«

rJrtT M» vinii* srfi 3mircri:yt»:«4 ^bsyoij

yfujc ‘jd’ fi4 -;o» ‘..til g/ilbdtjl Jib "lu 300 sm^.'rtiU

bos ff.jnTsd ifjifbl hf 1o sth r>i
|

-LfiiiH a fiufflfdaiu^aj. t'judoU. “U; hnB,2>loiitJ

aid tjotln .jliud 'sH ,x3T7*jfi>q ijoio?

Mc. ovitn|>itJt *(i/(DiM-ofh^'*:>bi7i? I»j}5?ccl arlJ ,frwo

• v'lfinr'J frifi La'isuj'.fo UtU
Ja-jIji riM^diflK'i 3ff L'JvIl aH

LaTcimo-iq (boiy huf. Jilduq tint sehi|

-.7>V /in Y /tocfrtno) odj l*» JtvJfii utd jff?

'J f.'3fiil’jnr*n ill Jrjbttviiji 'jct ti:>‘fU(i'J

-Uy/ to-ji.y -jc Mfl bjv'--? ]vi ./roijiHni IstOifio

V,t »£tij ^jud •/ihajr'^ '(7&V: J-ornU rw not^inirn
^

Ii.'5ltu Ifirjveg xs*w srifio tionfv .loxfiM
]

•inti n 'Ji'l: infi Hud A? ytl iud ,;nr({ ooqu
n ‘O. . •. vr.^1 tdj bvlOM^qt ifiw orl rtoifhn

jliafiJ w^t' i I looq &di1p adJ lo ano
?i ling . iTifr*7 lo nn'j? c nA v'Jfruoo

t£- 7. blidt rdi';»fihi,sl,i,7r,H -ilHo Jn^biaD'i^

'

•jiijitunn I jnji ng bu|!ri ,?bt-vwTjilg *'M >

vfilfdi, jiiit IkdJ'ij li.i noijwoq viav'j nl
*'>tpfiu Lnj. •o(M.;iq?ruo fjvA/ bfts

;ii fl iiHiO 3 !/! arh djiw byjiau aH bwiob ’

~vrol jude-d HMvMie hn£ ,sj_S> ni fud^nimfiV/
r»: U;»ii/fnt!ij-iii -(fi'iida ac-w unbito^I ^ni ^

-trr« To iudvfr f. inad3 ^ir.bKud f.fft ynrxm:igto.|
nojtaanooa «;h .fiuiian.uiDnab aid icfl qidg
9 ’jstD ffjlvi t*v/ Mosg/iimliV/ d? gfiintuJat ts/Jg
ad3 lo tadmam £ omgDad od ,ij HaiuiD
“lidi luul t»i;d aH .c7foI1^1 bl>0 to ttjbiO
,1‘jnifo:) ;^noiJ8m-iA aam^l j^abb .natb

,

, f>Ov^riim!jV/ ui oteaniaud ni ?t mod
lo .nosKW A ndr ^ ]o aTi^ adj ai gitrrA;.
‘^ud -ytfi 4nnt:nt>? VionnuriftDl bnr..f>c

'

bhmpQ ^-tl.rrtp bft£ .-U,d3*l *y xd Jbl ^snt
Oi.aqqg a„nV. „fjj, ^ *j,y, -.aonfyD,

Cfj Jttiinb' y^tad bfiB afid tt H bojE ,»3ob
j

•rdoD J-voiiJsS oitJ }o n«tri]i«jilD « bn« .tadmom
-VT34 fuji> fdw »d oi boJaob-5»5I ipalJim

»6W al! aid lo amh »rfi Ir. sni
iF.bnoit'iTo b tadmamirfaifdjtid s

b ^lil lisi'mrfiqnJeTadmom IndJ bttnispyi bne
(bidw TanitMm sitimonBUHi .jalup arfj ni

ad aHJi^amod tid nl .mbf oJ IfituJiwii «£vr

8£v/ aH ,it>d3jd biTB bnAilfft/rf w*
.dJftsb »iif j£ bna .eamii aatrii bahiam
iita^jsJq :ivoJ asBitium J8fil ziH .naibHilo mol
atooit-aat.ij To agj oqit jdl oJ bsvil oH .SgSl

iidwaoaua bn« gnvl aid ^ni^olo .ns] bna iss^

bn« lioruoDxjjO adT .8\8i ,i£ tMim3‘>9O,T0Di£0

-otqqn aftlyfijq ni bi^iino aoi ittq Jgoblloq liJo

d

«irl «>i jjfflyTiteoi ,'{tvjat»m rfd o3 rtcnod 'jiithq

aJd Jnogyi bn* JO;?q?ot oill brtB 8ooltlv.^\nsm

boiiqani toJ^Bicdo

bns ,sJbb«e ,S3UA[
fcvf .nofjoimiiW' javiJaeVncM. >lnj/iT.

dJ^dtisUSf fan* es«n-fc|^ lo noa jasblo oriJ]|

•qo^ ,i»nod «£tfr bns ,t3f)iToD (jinintyf'.

tn^yi Moa,sjfti .i,^ radm-J
'

t.

».l»o »vti bsrf

.7l ndol bwjiais odv/ .3ml>v3 ytsM
; nsTblido

,ld8i.ni iwfb odw .grtinwmSr Budeo^,
; snidliW

,,ffiad«si/3. bn«
; narblido Jei« ^nivsol

ni b-ib bns »bts:<*er fmrnm boHtaw odw
k» tonn'oD aa/WBl nadW'' Q^i . .

yd b-jiuto fiMsl o oi;.b3vofr3t xUitml odj .ag*
svode aaficft nyaJrigb jjioiaiiV ni wdjom aid t

bng ,mvh 3*mo3oS adl no tSsqtaH
iulbt/Bvd aril biojf. ba^jaeq aaw booriblido aid

sd-wJniw adi nl ,'^)ri6oof urfj lo ytanao*
-fc£ nJ fan* .ioorioa^^tinpoo f,fif bsfanoi !
aviavj <6Vf ori nadW icmnl odi no faaieii
biwnu rai x^riJ fans .bidb aid ogs lo e,£3i^

’

adJ jA .ylnyoo JtraJJ ni srnod bfo liodJ oJ
bo* if{r.b lpuri«9 aid bottvfb ad noaitutl lo agtf
tl< oi aaiJnjiiqqj! nii an nolgninjliW oS airuo >3

.obetJ srri ntnal oJ xbboH njiiqadg;
^nhsad airl .ij-juav «tii wl xHeneono «*w
.Jjonori bn* noqa aorianajnuoo eid bnn x^nnm
sriJ noY> oa none '<lj|aba bni; ylilidn aid o?4A
bnoo:»a srfi ni j*ril taxo^qma aid To maaJw

.

«d mid ah«m 3d qlri^aoiJn&tqqj! eld -j

Jooupail aid pThub bnn ,iyq6i>ilood bn* dtob
-ntm lAtanaii adJ tijiw atiri bMatnino ‘

I

Tl-i

ntni I&iartai^ ^dJ djiw miii boUnniao eaonaad*
-vj» ad lliw- eid nJ lauaniemi adJ lo inama^*
lA .oJbJw aid lo toHooxa arfj mid bajnloq orfj
noil jwinoa «iri baaola mmio^.tKxJntwj lo ag*
inoqe drianom lool taiil* bp* .ybbofl ,tU diiw^ 'c£®t ^ ,Jna# >V>^((d{.£n«9lbbL*£ jni/n*3l ni



I

i

]

!

I

\

1





BIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT. 401

last. He died October 30, 1880. His widow

is a lady of unusual refinement, intelligence

and culture.

PAYNTER, Farmer, and ex-

member of the Legislature, was born

in Indian hundred, in the house where

he now' resides, October 21, 1826.

father. George Frame, w'as a farmer and

owmed over 1500 acres of land. When a boy,

he learned cabinet making in Philadelphia,

and after a trip to Havana, in 1819, he com-

menced improving the 400 acres of land he in-

herited. He W'as industrious and accumulated

a large estate. He was a member of the Leg-

islature in 1831 ;
elected sheriff in 1834, and a

strong candidate for Governor in 184O. He
died, September 13, 1845, being then in his 49th

year. His wife was Elizabeth Jefferson, daugh-

ter of Joseph and Ann fjefferson) Warrington.

An account of this family will be found in the

sketch of Captain W. T. Warrington. Mrs.

Warrington was related to President Thomas
icuci :?uu

Mr. and Mrs. George Frame grew to maturity
;

Robert, Mary Vaughan, wdfe of Manlove Wil-

son
;
Paynter

;
Ann J., w'ife of R. H. Davis;

Henry Clay; Elizabeth West, wife of Nathan-

iel Williams
;
George W., deceased

;
Rev.

Clement T., of the Baptist church
;
Jennie W.,

and Thalia H. M. Frame. Mrs. Frame was a

most excellent Christian woman, noted for her

intelligence, hospitality and executive ability

She read the.bible through thirty times She died

Jan. 5, 1879, in her 77th year. The first Amer-

ican ancestor of the family was Robert Frame,

who came from P'ngland and patented seve-

ral thousand acres of land in Dagsboro and In-

dian river hundreds. Several of his children were

among the earliest settlers of Pickaway county

Ohio. His son, George Frame, married Eliza-

beth Paynter, aunt of Gov. John Paynter. By
her he had two sons, Robert and Paynter

Frame. Robert Frame was a man of intelli-

gence and character; he died at the age of

thirty-four. His wife, whose maiden name

was Mary Vaughan, was first married to Mr.

West, by whom she had one child, Elizabeth.

After his death she married William Burton,
|

by whom she had three children
;
Dr. William *

Burton, late governor of Delaware
;
John Ham-

j

mond, a noted surveyor, and Lydia. Mr. Bur-

ton also died and she married Robert Frame.
I

t

51

Their three children were Elizabeth Paynter,

who married James Anderson, many years

President of the Farmers bank, at Georgetown

;

George, the father of the subject of this notice,

and Robert Frame, who became Attor-

ney General of the State. Mrs. Frame
died soon after her husband, and these chil-

dren were brought up by their uncle, Paynter

Frame, who had no children of his own. The
subject of this sketch attended the public

schools until fourteen years of age, and after

that, the academies of Georgetown, Seaford

and Millsboro, until past the age of twenty.

The last year he paid his tuition in gold,

which he had earned by catching rabbits. He
was a good scholar, eager for knowledge,

which he acquired with facility, and has always

been one of the most intelligent citizens of

his county. His mother chose him to remain

with her after the death of his father, and take

care of the undivided estate, which he did till

her death. He has devoted his life to farming

and fruit growing, paying special attention to
^ « »-v*4 T*N f ^ r t rr TriMl- T-T ^ ^ CCilV. w.

2,000 peach trees, also apples and pears and

small fruits in all their varieties. The road

passing his estate he has lined with the finest

grapes grown. He owns, beside, a great deal

of land, which is devoted to wheat and corn,

and also raises tobacco. In 1876 he was one

of the nine commissioners appointed to repre-

sent Delaware in the Centennial Exhibition,

into the interests and success of which he en-

tered heartily. He served effectively as mem-
ber of the Committee on Agriculture, and as

Chairman of the Committee on Horticulture.

He was also appointed by Governor Hall a

delegate to represent Sussex county in the

National Agricultural Convention, which met

in New York city, in December, 1879. At that

meeting he assisted in organizing the “Ameri-

can Agricultural Association,” of which he is

a member. He is part owner of a vessel trad-

ing from Milton to Philadelphia and New
York. Mr. Frame was appointed e.xecutor of

the estate of his uncle, Peter Warrington, and

has held other trusts. He is a member of the

Democratic party, in which he has long been

prominent. In 1 854 he was nominated to the

Legislature, but his ticket was defeated. He
was elected, however, in 1856, and served with

great credit
;
and again in 1866 and in 1874.

Heh as, with but one e.xception, been a delegate
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to every convention of his party in the county

for the last twenty-five years. He has been a

member of the M. E. Church for many years,

and much of the time has acted as trustee and

steward. He was a delegate to the Peninsula

Convention of all denominations in lS6o, and

since its organization, has been President of

the Sussex County Bible Society. He became

a strong temperance man when quite young,and

a Son of Temperance in 1S47. He was made
an Odd Fellow in 1850; a Mason in 1852 ;

Master of the Lodge in 1854, and a member
af the Royal Arch in 1858. He was a dele-

gate to the General Grand Convocation of

Royal Arch Masons, in Baltimore, in 1872, and

is Past Deputy Grand High Priest of the

Grand Chapter of the State of Delaware.

Mr. Frame is well known throughout the

State, and is popular and highly respected.

He was a prominent candidate for Governor

in 1870, and again in 1872, when it was the

turn of Sussex to furnish the candidate.

^LARK, HENRY, Farmer, of Frederica,

was born in Camden, Kent county,

February 17, 1827, being the fifth

child of Frisby Bewly and Maria (Sharp)

S Clark. His father was born in Queen
Anne county, Md., in 1799. He was a man
of limited education, but intelligent, and re-

markable for his energy and enterprise. Re-

moving to Camden, when very young, he

spent his life there in the carriage building

business, and died in Christian hope, in 1846,

when in his forty-seventh year. He had, the

previous year, united with the M. E. Church.

His wife, to whom he was united in 1820, was

the daughter of Peter and Elizabeth Sharp, of

Caroline county, Md. Nine of their eleven

children grew to maturity : Elizabeth, who
married John P. Coombe, of Camden, and died

in January, 1872, leaving one child, Elizabeth

Coombe
;
William Bewly, Frisby Bewly, Ju-

nior, both in the carriage business in Camden
;

Henry, the subject of this sketch
;
Ann Maria,

widow of Ezekiel B. Fleming
;

Sarah, who
married Dr. E. Dawson, ofFrederica, and died

May 27, 1868
;
Jemima, married William F.

Prouse, of Fedefalsburg, and died in 1861,

leaving two children, only one of w'hom, Wil-

liam Louden Prouse, is now living
;
Mary and

Catherine, wife of Josepli Brown, of wliom see

sketch in this volume. Mr. Clark attended,

irregularly, the academy at Camden, till he

reached the age of nineteen, when he learned

the carriage building trade of his father, and

worked as a journeyman till 1861. After this

he was engaged in this business in partnership

with his brother William, for three years. In

March, 1S64, he commenced farming, a voca-

tion for which he had always had a special

fondness, and in which he has had good suc-

cess to the present time. He removed, in

1867, to his present residence, two miles south-

west ofFrederica. He has been an extensive

and successful peach grower, having had, at

one time, four thousand trees in bearing. The
rest of his farm is devoted to grain and stock.

He was brought up a Democrat, but on the

breaking out of the war, he took strong ground

for the Union and for the maintenance of the

supremacy of the old flag. Since that time

he has voted with the Republican party, but

is independent in his political views. He
joined the M. E. Church in 1850, but in church,

as in public affairs, he has always declined

every offer of ofificial position. In 1867 he

joined the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

Mr. Clark was married, in 1864, to Miss Mary
C. Townsend, who died in 1865, and her infant

son followed her a few months later. He was

again married, May 13, 1868, to Miss Rachel

Catherine, daughter of Ezekiel B. and Deborah

(Frazier) Clements, of Kent county. They have

two children, Evelyn tJlements and John Daw-
son Clark. Mr. Clark is a man of uprightness

and integrity, and is regarded as a representa-

tive agriculturist of his vicinity.

ALL, CORNELIUS JOHN, Merchant,

of Milford, was born in Baltimore hun-

8 dred, Sussex county, February 10, 1837.

His parents were William Spence and

Mary Derrickson (Vaughan) Hall. His

father, a farmer and merchant, was appointed

Postmaster by General Jackson, holding the

position till his death in 1865 ;
after which his

son, Joseph E., was Postmaster for three years.

William S. Hall was a Whig and was twice

chosen to the Legislature, in which he served

very honorably. He was also a delegate to

the Constitutional Convention of 1853, and

such was his popularity that the Democrats

did not put up a candidate, many of them

voting (or him. His father, Adam Hall, moved
Irom the vicinity of Richmond, Va., to Dela-
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ware, and owned large tracts oflandin Sussex

county, which was di\'ided among his children.

The family were originally from England, and

settled first in North Carolina. Cornelius John
Hall attended the free schools of his locality

till he was seventeen, and afterwards, a select

school in Milford for one year. He was then,

for four years, a clerk in the store of his

brothers, H. J. and R. C. Hall, in that place,

when he purchased the store and changed the

name of the firm to C. J. Hall & Co. They
had a large mercantile business and also an

extensive trade in grain and lumber, which

they shipped to northern ports. In 1864 Mr.

Hall purchased the entire interest of his

brothers, continuing the business in his own
name, on a more extended scale, and added

dealings in railroad ties, of which he shipped

many thousands. In 1869 he sold out the

stock and business, but continued dealing in

bark, ties, etc., till 1873, when in partnership

with Mr. S. Matthews and others, he erected

the large brick machine shop and foundry ad-

juuiiiig Lite

out in 1879, his partner, Mr. Matthews,

and retired from active business. Mr. Hall has

owned a good deal of vessel property since

1869, and has now an interest in two coasters.

He has been, all his life, a member of the

Democratic party, and interested in its suc-

cess. In 1876 he was elected to the popular

branch of the General Assembly, in whose
proceedings he took a prominent part. Re-

elected in 1878, he served with distinction

during the session of 1879, and was Chairman

of the Committee of Ways and Means. He
was, in September, 1882, appointed by Gov-

ernor Hall, Clerk of the Peace for Kent county.

Mr. Hall was married, in November, 1863, to

Miss Wilhelmina, daughter of Hon. William

Tharp, late Governor of Delaware, and has

seven children : Mary Tharp, Annie, William

Vaughan, Bessie, Cornelius J., Junior, Mina and
Lucy Hamner Hall.

«
EAN, JOSEPH, Founder of the Dean

. Woolen Factory, at Newark, was born

April 18, 1784, at Sandbach, Cheshire,

England. His father, James Dean, a

(0/ farmer in good circumstances, married

Elizabeth Brook, of Daisy Brook farm, in the

same locality. Joseph Dean very early de-

veloped a remarkable talent for painting.

' mathematics and astronomical studies, and, at

I

the age of eight, had mastered all the element-

^ary works on these subjects, within his reach,

i

Attending school until the age of twelve, he

i was in the habit of spending the noon hour

I

in solving the problems of the other boys, sons

I

of rich men, who, in return, kept his pockets

I filled with pence. His fondness for calcula-

I tion led him into the study of astrology, for

I

which he gained much notoriety, and turned

I

it to account. Much of the money thus

I gained he spent in the purchase of books on

I

the subject, but as soon as his maturer sense

j

convinced him of the folly of the whole mat-

I

ter, he closed them at once and forever. His

son, on a recent visit to his father’s birthplace,

j

recovered a number of these books, with

others that he had pored over, eighty years

before, in all, about one hundred volumes,some
of them one hundred and fifty years old

;
and

I also some of his father’s' early paintings, and

brought them to this country. The books he

presented to the Historical Society of Dela-
4-^ (5

X .k. t 1

landed in New York, in May, i8ir, without a

dollar in his pocket. He found employment
in a baker’s shop for a month, after which he

went to Long Island and engaged in harvest-

ing. On the approach of winter he found a

school, which he taught for a year, and then

started on a pedestrian tour through New
Jersey to Philadelphia, thence to Lancaster,

York and Baltimore, and from the last city

back to Philadelphia, passing through many of

the towns of Delaware. In Philadelphia he

met a man who had come to this country with

him on the same ship, and who took him to
X *

the w'oolen mill, where he worked. There he

found him employment and taught him to

spin. He soon became very expert, remain-

ing in the mill till 1816. During the war of

1812 there was not a dye house in the

country, and our manufacturers were put to

great inconvenience. Mr. Dean now turned

to good account the knowledge he had, so

early acquired of chemistry, and with such

appliances as he could command, put a

dye house in operation and carried it on

with great success. While in this mill

he invented the first self-acting mule that

ever spun a thread of yarn by power.

He built the machine himself, from the ground

up, and it was used for many years by mills all
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ov'er the country, but he never secured a patent

for it. In 1819 he married Deborah Hansel of

Blockley township, who died two years later,

leaving him a son, William Dean, now his suc-

cessor in business. In 1822 he married a

widow lady, Mrs. Butterworth, a native of

England, who in a long and useful life proved

indeed a helpmate to him. Soon after, he left

the mill and went into business by himself,

but his services had been too valuable to his

former employer to be dispensed with, and he

was invited to become his partner. The firm

of Kershaw' and Dean continued three years.

Mr. Dean then took charge of a cotton mill

at Rockdale, in the same state, which he car-

ried on with great success for several years.

February 22, 1832, the centennial anniversary

of Washington’s birthday, he opened a store

in Philadelphia, which he conducted four years-

In 1835, Mr. Kershaw, his former partner, died,

leaving a large amount of property, and Mr.

Dean in assisting to settle up the estate, be-

came again interested in the woolen manu-
facturing business, which he re-commenced,

January i, 1836, in the neighborhood of Phila-

delphia, where he continued till 1845, when
removed to Newark. The history of the busi-

ness from that time will be found in the Indus-

trial Department. In politics Mr. Dean was for

many years a Federalist, but the reading of

President Jackson’s veto message regarding the

United States Bank, made him an earnest and

active Democrat the remainder of his life.

In 1838 he was elected magistrate of his town-

ship which position he held till he moved to

Delaware. He was a man of very decided

character, but liberal in his religious views,

generous, benevolent, honest and straightfor-

ward. The sterling integrity of his character

was known and recognized everywhere, and

his credit was unlimited. The reverses of

1857 affected his health, and, together with his

age,incapacitated him from further active par-

ticipation in business. He died at his home
near Newark, February 10, 1861, at the age of

seventy- seven. His loss was deeply felt by

the entire community. His tombstone bears

this simple but most comprehensive inscription,

“ He was a man.” His wife survived him four

years, and died in April, 1865, at the age of

eighty-seven. He was a man of fine material

endowments and great practical sense, and in

his dealings upright and honorable.

PPLETON, CAPTAIN WILLIAM
EDWIN, Soldierand Farmer, was born

* near Odessa, June 6, 1840. His parents

were John and Rachel Appleton. A
sketch of John Appleton will be found

in this volume He is the youngest child of

his parents and attended the school of his

vicinity until his fifteenth year, when he was

sent for two years to the Seminary at Penning-

ton, N. J., where he received an excellent edu-

cation. He was active in raising troops for

service as United States volunteers until Au-
gust 5, 1861, when he was commissioned

Second Lieutenant, Ninth United States Infan-

try, and at once reported for duty to Adjutant

General Thomas, at Washington, D. C. He
was assigned to duty by General Scott on the

staff of Gen-eral Lockwood, at Baltimore, Md.

He was next assigned to duty by the Secretary

of War, in Washington, where he remained

under orders until after the battle of Williams-

burg. Lieutenant Appleton’s regiment was

posted on the Pacific coast at this time, and

he joined them at San Francisco. In the

spring of 1863 he was ordered to Stockton,

Cal., ai Acting Quartermaster for the First,

Second, Third and Fourth California Volun-

teers. He remained in charge of this depart-

ment until September, 1863, when the troops

were transferred. He reported to his regiment

in October, and was placed in command of the

company ordered to San Jose, familiarly called

Black Point, where he built a battery, and

upon its completion, returned to his regiment

and became Captain of Company G, which was

then stationed at Fort Alcatray, where they

remained for one year. After being on duty

in Southern California at various points, he

was ordered to San Francisco in command of

a battalion of troops to suppress the riot

which had broken out in that city. Captain

Appleton was placed in command of Presidia

Barracks, which post he held until relieved

about the close of the war. Late in 1865 he

was ordered with his company to Northern

California for frontier service, which was con •

tinned until June, 1869. During this period

he had command of the Humboldt military

district, where the usual active frontier service

with the Indians was e.xperienced. In 1869

Captain Appleton was ordered east of the

Rocky Mountains to service in Wyoming,
where he continued until late in 1869, when
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he returned home, being discharged by act of

Congress. Upon his return to Delaware he

began farming near Middletown, and in 1876

removed to “Noxonton,” a farm containing

200 acres of excellent land. He is largely

engaged in the culture of fruit and has a fine

orchard of 8,000 peach trees. Captain y\pple-

ton is a man of intelligence and ability, and

devoted to agriculture. In politics he is a Re-

publican and believes that the destiny of his

country should be committed to the hands of

that party. He is a member of the Methodist

Church, which he joined in 1874 at Odessa,

He was married, April 27, 1876, to Miss Carrie,

daughter of Joseph West, of New Castle

county.

ANSEN, THOMAS PETER, Farmer,

of Rising Sun, Kent county, was born

in Schleswig Holstein, Prussian Em-
pire, August 25, 1844. His parents

0 ^ were Hans and Anne Christina (Caster-

ton) Hansen. His father was a landowner

and farmer, but by becoming security lost his

estate in 1845. He then became a contractor

and builder. His death occurred December
10, 1872, and his wife followed him, in May of

the next year. Their children were ; Thomas
P., Maria Dorothea, Peter C., and Catherine

Maria. The father of Hans Hansen was Hans
Thord Hansen, born January 15, 1788, a

wealthy farmer and landowner. He married

Catherina Maria France, and had six chil-

dren : Peter, Meth Maria, Hans, Thord, Johann
Frederick and Paul Peter. The family is an-

cient and honorable, highly connected,and for

many generations possessed great wealth and

influence. His father having lost his property,

Mr. Hansen was favored with but few educa-

tional advantages. At the early age of six he

was obliged to go out to work to assist in the

family maintenance, and went to school only

in the winter. That province, was alternately,

under Danish and German rule, and attending

schools in each language,he became master of

both. He was confirmed in the Lutheran

Church at the age of fifteen, and left school

also at that time, after which he worked five

years at farming. During the last war between

Prussia and Denmark, the government placed

him in charge of army wagons and ambu-
lances. Resolving to come to the United

States, he sailed November 10, 1865. and

reached New York, February 2, 1866. He
spent some time with his father’s brother, Law-
rence P. Hansen, and afterwards worked for

John S. Collins in New Jersey, with whom he

remained three years. In the fall of 1S68 Mr,

Collin.? purchased the farm where Mr. Hansen
now resides, and rented it to him for half the

profits, till he could buy it. He borrowed

$2,500 and planted the fust year, 1868, sixty

acres in berries, and the next year the remain-

ing seventy-six acres in peaches. Going to

work with wonderful energy and courage, and
thoroughly understanding his business, he was

enabled the second year to meet the expenses

of the farm. In ten years, notwithstanding

that, in 1875, he lost $3,500, which he had left

in the hands of Mr. Collins, through the failure

of that gentleman in a canning establishment,

he had paid off all his indebtedness, greatly

improved the property, and was able to pur-

chase the farm for $12,000 The following

season he realized $8,000 from the sale of his

fruit, having twenty-two thousand baskets of

peaches. He joined J. Brown, in iSSo, in the

canning business at Wyoming, and this inter-

est is a large and important one. In 1872 all

his brothers and sisters came to Delaware and
settled about Camden. When prospered him-
self he did not forget those at home, and
through his interest thirteen families and a

number of young people—fifty-nine persons

in all—were induced to come to this country

and to settle in that locality. After he had
settled on his farm, in 1868, he sent to Ger-
many for his affianced wife. Miss Hannah
Maria Neilson, who came over, and they were
married, April 13th of that year. They have
now six children living

: John C., George C.,

Annie Margaret, Thomas W., Eva N., and
Etta K. Mr. Hansen is a member of the

German Reformed Church, at Wyoming.

HAMPERS, JOSEPH, of Dover, Manu-
facturer of hermetically sealed goods.

was born in Chester county, Pennsyl-

vania, March 31, 1840 His parents

were David and Phebe Ann (Bell)

Chambers. David Chambers was a farmer and

merchant, an excellent man and greatly es-

teemed. At his death, in 1856, he left a com-

fortable estate, accumulated entirely by his

own industry. He had three sons and three

daughters : Richard B., Lydia A., Mary E.,
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Joseph M., Brinton H., and Melissa R. His

father was Joseph Chambers, also a farmer in

Chester county, who married Rebecca INIoore,

and had six children
;
Isaac, David, John and

Joshua, Patience and Rebecca. The family

were Friends from colonial limes, and Rebecca

(Moore) Chambers was a minister of the Flick-

site meeting, possessing abilities of a high

order. In answer to calls from difterent places

she traveled a great deal in the exercise of

her gifts. Joseph M. Chambers received his

early education in the common schools, after

which he attended Swayne’s boarding school

in Chester county. He also attended a select

school for two years. For a time he was em-

ployed as railroad agent at Avondale, Chester

county, and also during that period was en-

gaged in mercantile business in the same place.

In the spring of i86i he graduated at Profes-

sor Crittenden’s Commercial College, in Phila-

delphia, after which he became traveling

agent for two years for the old Morris Nur-

series of West Chester, and was employed by

the Erciidoun Nurseries as general agcaL,aiiu

manager of their traveling agents, receiving

a salary of $2500 a year. He spent several

years in these occupations, traveling over Penn-

sylvania, Maryland, and the Peninsula. While

thus engaged, he established the Dover Nur-

series in Dover, in which he was very success-

ful, selling of peach trees alone as high as

150,000 a year. In April, 1871, he commenced
the business of canned fruits, vegetables, etc.,

in the same town, and in 1879 relinquished the

nursery business. As a manufacturer and

packer of hermetically sealed goods, Mr. Cham-
bers has achieved great success. His busi-

ness has grown rapidly under his manage-

ment, and is now one of the leading industries

of the place. A full account of his establish-

ment will be found in the Industrial Depart-

ment. He was a devoted Union man during

the war, and was a Corporal of the Forty-

third Pennsylvania Militia, Company C. He
was on duty during July, 1863, when Lee in-

vaded that State. In Delaware he has not

been known as a politician, but is an uncom-

promising Republican, and warmly interested

in the success of his party. In 1877 he was

nominated and elected a member of the Town
Council of Dover for two years. He served

his term very acceptably to the people, and

was re-elected and made chairman of the

Street Committee and a member of the Water
Board. He was active and influential in get-

ting the Legislature, in 1881, to approve the

new arrangement for bringing water into the

town. Mr. Chambers was married in 1867 to

Miss Isabel, daughter of the late Charles and

Mary (-Simington) Warren of New Castle

county. They have four children
;
Josephine,

Melissa, Edith and Harvey.

„^:QiLSON, DAVID, Jr., son of David

'

of Odessa, of whom an account

been given, was born at Cantwell’s

Bridge, in 1787. At the age of ten he

was sent to Westtown (Friends’)

Boarding School, Chester county. Pa., where

he remained several years, completing his

studies, and on his return served an appren-

ticeship with his father, who took him into

partnership when he had arrived at a suitable

age. On his father’s retirement he succeeded

to his large business, which he conducted with

great honor and success till 1825, when, owing

UJ LUC sf 4-Uc

country at that time, reverses overtook him
;

he became discouraged, and against the judg-

ment of his friends, turned his property over

to his creditors. He then removed to Phila-

delphia, and in 1835, to Richmond, Ind. There

he recovered from his financial difficulties, and

during the thirty-five years of his residence in

that city, enjoyeB a competency. Mr. Wilson

was one of the excellent of the earth. He
remained, through life, a progressive mem-
ber of the Society of Friends, whose doctrines

he honored. His mind was far above the

average, and the reading he preferred was of

the profoundest kind. His ideas, far in ad-

vance of his time, made him an uncompromis-

ing anti-slavery man, and he lived to see the

great principles of truth and justice vindicated,

which he had so earnestly upheld. He was

married, in 1808, to Ann Jefferis, daughter of

James Jefferis, a noted captain and ship-owner

in the merchant service. Captain Jefferis used

to sail from the wharf now owned by Charles

Warner and Company, at Wilmington. The
four children of Mr. Wilson by his first wife

were: JamesWilson,who died unmarried in 1877;

Mary' Corbit Wilson, who married Daniel Cor

bit
;
she died, March 21, 1882

;
George Wilson,

who married Alethea Swiggett. and now re-

sides in Richmond, Ind.; and Jefferis, who
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died in California, unmarried. IMr. Wilson lost
|

his wife in 1821, and in 1823, was married to
|

Mary Poole, daughter of William Poole, ofl

Brandywine Mills, and a sister of J. Morton

Poole, a prominent citizen of Wilmington. The

three children of this marriage were : Sarah,

wife of Jeremiah Meek, of Richmond, Ind
;

William, an officer and brave soldier in the

late war
;
he lost a leg at Gettysburg, and

such was his character, prominence and popu-

larity. that on his return to Richmond, he was

elected City Treasurer, in which position he

was continued till his death, hebruary 15,

1880; and Henry, a successful farmer near

Richmond, Ind. Mr. Wilson died in August,

1870, at the advanced age of eighty-three

years.

F. A NT, WILLIAM, Treasurer of the

(r'vi'l' Dean Woolen Company, Newark, was

• t)orn May 10, 1820, in Blockley town-

ship, Philadelphia county, Pa., the only

^ ^

Dean. His mother died the year succeeding

his birth. His father trained him from a very

early age to a knowledge of his business, and

to habits of industry and economy. He was so

full of life and play that school was little to

his taste, and he attended only at intervals. On
New Year’s day, 1836, his father placed him

permanently in his woolen mill and he has

from that time been engaged in this business’

Under the careful oversight of his father, and

his kind and excellent step- mother, the exub-

erant spirits of his boyhood were gradually

transformed to the remarkable business energy

and enterprise that has marked his maturer

years. When only twenty years of age he

married Margaret, daughter of Thomas Asp-

den, and now applied to his father for wages

on which to live. He was allowed $4.50 a

week, the sum being increased fifty cents each

year till it reached six dollars per week. The
young couple however had youth and health

and each other, and always reckoned these as

the happiest days of their lives. In 1845, 3-

greater water-power having become necessary

for his business, Mr. Joseph Dean removed to

Newark, Del., and in February, 1847, took his

son into partnership, the firm assuming the

name of Joseph Dean and Son. Each partner

agreed to take out from the business but

five dollars per week, though the son’s

I

family now numbered seven. At the end of

I
a year not a dollar of debt had been incur-

1
red. The profits of the business during that

time were $i2r to each, and Mr. William

Dean at once brought his share to his brave wife.

After this the business went on prosperously

for ten years, his family increased to eight

persons, and a sufficient sum had been ac-

cumulated to make them independent. Then
came the financial troubles of 1857, and the

savings of both father and son were swept

away. To the former, now declining in years,

this was a severe blow, and he never fully

recovered from it. However, the mill, ma-
chinery, and some stock were still left, and

after a year or two Mr Dean persuaded his

father to let him begin again, which he did,

with success. After the death of his father,

in i86r, he took into partnership Mr. John Pil-

ling, who had been with them in the business

for the ten years preceding. The firm, how-

ever, continued the old name of Joseph Dean
and Son. An account of its progress since, and

of their wonderful success, will be found in

the Industrial Department. Mr. Dean has been

an efficient promoter of, and has contributed

largely to, the building of the Pennsylvania

and Delaware railroad, and has been, for

many years a member of its board of direc-

tors. He was the principal founder of the

order of Patrons of Husbandry in Delaware,

and was Master of Newark Grange for five

years, also Chairman of the State Executive

Committee. He is a hard and earnest worker

in whatever he undertakes, and has done

much to benefit his county and State. He
gives freely of his means for the improve-

ment of his neighborhood, is a friend of educa-

tion and a trustee of Delaware State Agricul-

tural College. He is an original thinker, and

a strong and voluminous writer on a great

variety of subjects. His highly descriptive

and entertaining correspondence with the

Every Evening, of Wilmington, during his

visit to Europe, in 1881, was read and noticed

all over the State. In politics he has always

been an Anti-tariff Democrat; as such, was,

in 1869, elected to the Legislature, in which

he took a leading part, and was made Chair-

man of the Committee of Ways and Means.

The success of his management was shown in

the rise of State bonds from seventy-five

cents to par, within a year after the pas-
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sage of the Revenue law of 1869. In 1872

he was Chairman of the Democratic State

Executive committee, but resigned the position

on the momination of Horace Greenly to the

Presidency and joined the straightout Demo-
cratic movement. He was elected a delegate

to the convention at Louisville which nomin-

ated Charles O’Connor and Charles F. Adams
for President and Vice-President, and by his

efforts in the state, secured a Democratic ma-
jority in the Legislature. Mr. Dean is generous

and kind in his disposition and warm in his

friendships. His devoted wife died, March 31,

1881, greatly regretted by all who knew her.

She left two sons and four daughters.

OLLINS, WILLAM THOMAS, an

eminent Physician, of Smyrna, was

born at Milford, December 29, 1831.

His father was Henderson Collins, Sr.,

who was a merchant of Milford for

many years. He was a man who greatly served

his neighbor^ by his general knowledge of the

law, and his kind interest in their affairs. He
died in his native town, June 14, 1872, at the

age of 84 years. Plis wife was Rebecca M.,

daughter of Rev. Benjamin Yeo, a local min-

ister of the M. E. Church. She died October,

1845. The Collins family were among the

earliest settlers of Kent county, and are said

to have been of Scotch-Irish extraction. The
subject of this sketch was the ninth child and

fifth son of his parents. His school advantages

were better than those of most boys. He at-

tended the Milford Academy under the direc-

tion of Rev. A. G. Marlett, late President

of Irving Female College at Mechanics-

burg, Pa. At the age of nineteen he en-

tered the Grammar School, where he con-

tinued one year, and in September, 1851, en-

tered the Freshman class of Dickinson College,

and after three years left that institution an

advanced senior, and entered the office of

Mark G. Lofland M. D., with whom he read

medicine for one year. At the e.xpiration of

this time he entered the Jefferson Medical

College of Philadelphia, and graduated from

that institution in 1857. He immediately en-

tered upon the practice of his profession in

Smyrna From the beginning he was emi-

nently successful, and for twenty three years

he has been continously engaged in a large and

laborious practice. Doctor Collins,as a citizen,

1
has taken a large share of interest in the social,

i

moral and religious welfare of the community.
' He has for many years been known throughout

I

the state as a prominent friend of temperance,

I

and believes in total prohibition. In politics he

is a pronounced Republican, and was one of the

three electors from Delaware in 1872 which cast

the electoral vote of the state for Gen Grant.

Dr. Collins joined the Methodist Episcopal

Church at the age of fourteen years, in 1844,

and has served the Asbury xM. E. Church, in

official positions, for most of the time since.

He was elected President of the Delaware
State Medical Society in 1876, and delivered

his inaugural address in 1877, before the So-

ciety, at Lewes, on “ The Primitive idea of

Medicine,” which was a learned and popular

exposition of the ancient molecular theory of

growth and development,expounded and main
tained by Professor Bennett, of Edinburg. He
held this position for one year. In 1866 he

was sent as a delegate by the State Medical

Society to the American Medical Association,

which convened in the city of Baltimore, in

that year. Dr. Collins was united in marriage,

March 9, 1858, to Miss Rachel M., daughter of

Joseph Hoffecker, Esq., of Smyrna. The fol-

lowing children survive of this marriage : E.

Wilmer, Maurice, Bell, Nellie G., Mabel D.

and Emily Hoffecker Collins.

ATES, GEORGE H., Attorney at Law,
Wilmington, was born at Dover, No-
vember 19, 1845. His father was Chan-
cellor, Daniel M. Bates, of whom, see

sketch and portrait in this volume. The
subject of this sketch received a sound prelimi-

nary education at Wilmington, and in 1862,

entered the Sophomore class of the Univer-

sity of Penna. Not intending, at that time, to

enter the profession, he left college at the end

of his junior year, and went West, settling in

Michigan, where he engaged in business. Af-

ter remaining a short time in this locality, he

was compelled, on account of impaired health,

to change his plans and location. In 1866 he

returned to Wilmington and commenced pre-

paration for the bar, in the office of his father,

and after attending a course at Harvard Law
School, he was admitted to the practice of his

profession at the April term of Court, in Kent
county, 1869. He soon after opened an office

in Wilmington, and was appointed Deputy
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Attorney General by Attorney General Chas.

B. Lore, during the same year, which position

he filled until 1874. While acting in this ca-

pacity he assisted in the prosecution of a num-
ber of important criminal cases, notably

among which may be mentioned the Delaware

Bank Burglars, and the Doctor West case.

During the year of 1879 he became the junior

member of the firm of Harrington & Bates.

Th is firm had a large and lucrative practice in

all the courts of the State. Tkfter the death

of Samuel M. Harrington, Esq., Austin Har-

rington entered, the firm, became Bates &
Harrington, and the large practice has been

successfully retained by the surviving mem-
bers. Mr. Bates is held in high esteem both

as a lawyer and a citizen. Lie is careful and

painstaking in his preparation and manage-
ment of cases. He is a man of superior nat-

ural ability, o undoubted integrity, and his

future may be regarded as certain. Mr. Bates

is a member of the Protestant Episcopal

Church, and an earnest worker for the advance-

iiiciiL of Lilt; S3.U1C. IIc scivcci 3.3 3 rnciTibcr

! a three years’ course graduated in his twenty-

;

first year, with the first honors of his class.

I

Pie was distinguished in college for the preco-

,

city of his intellect, while his amiable and

I

social disposition made him many friends.

:

With the President, Eliphalett Nott, and his

family,he was an especial favorite. In answer to

inquiries from Judge Wootten whether his son

possessed abilities for any profession that would
insure him success in life. President Nott re-

plied by letter that “ Alfred would shine in

any profession with ordinary application.”

Shortly after leaving college he entered the

law office of ex-Vice President George M.
Dallas, in Philadelphia. Here, also, he was
a great favorite with his preceptor, who, on
being appointed Minister to the Court of St.

James, desired Mr. Wootten to accompany
him. But he preferred to prosecute his studies

without interruption, which he did in the office

of Judge Thayer, in the same city, who was a

nephew of Mr. Dallas. Mr. Wootten’s inten-

tion of opening an office in Philadelphia was
u.. 4.u„ V.-.. j
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of the General Conventions of the Protestant

Episcopal Church held in Boston in 1877 and

1880. In politics he acts with the Democratic

party from principle, but is not a politician in

the modern acceptance of the word. He is a

firm believer in the doctrines of his party.

He was a delegate to the Democratic National

Convention in 1880, and represented his State in

the Committee on Resolutions. Mr. Bates was

married, May 26, 1870, to Miss Elizabeth B.,

daughter of Hon. Charles Theodore Russell,

a distinguished lawyer of the city of Boston.

Two children have been born of this marriage:

Charles Theodore Russell Bates, and Daniel

Moore Bates.

GOTTEN, ALFRED P. R., Lawyer,

and late Attorney General of the state

of Delaware, was born in Georgetown,

Sussex county, December 12, 183-1. He
was the only child of Judge Edward

Wootten, whose sketch is previously given.

He early gave prornise of unusual talent and

his education was carefully conducted, first in

the academy of his native town, then two

years in a private school in Philadelphia, after

which he spent two years in Delaware College.

He then entered the Sophomore class of

Union College, Schenectady, N. Y. and after
j

52

tinguFshed gentlemen of the bench and bar,

who thought a young man of his promise and
acquirements should not leave his native State.

He accordingly opened an office in Wilming-
ton. His memory, like that of his father, was
very tenacious

;
he. could remember the testi-

mony in a case without the aid of manuscript.

He was universally popular, both as a lawyer

and in society, by which he was much sought,

and made many friends. In September, 1861,

he was appointed Attorney- General of Dela-

ware, which high office he filled with distin-

guished ability till his death, which occurred

August 28, 1864. Mr. Wootten was married

in March, 1859, to Miss Rhoda, daughter of

Governor William Burton, M. D. They had

but one child, Mary Robinson Wootten, who
is still living.

OOPER, REV. IGNATIUS TAYLOR,

I

born in Dover,

March 16, 1806. He was the second

child of Judge Richard Cooper, (see) by

£5

'’
his second marriage. He received his

early education in the academies of Dover and

Camden, and entered Washington College,

Md., at the age of fifteen y'ears. In 1825 he

entered the law office of the late Chief Justice,

Thomas Clayton, as a student, and was ad-
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mitted to the bar in 1828. Mr. Cooper at once
j

opened an ofiice in his native town, and from
j

the beginning was eminently successful, being

peculiarly well adapted to the requirements

of the profession, both by natural endow-

ments and by his training. In 1832 he

was elected Clerk of the House of Dele-

gates
;
and the following year was elected a

member of the same body. That was the first

session under the new constitution, and much
of the labor of harmonizing and adapting to it

the whole legal system of the State, fell to

his lot. He had joined the M. E. Church

during the revival in Dover in 1831, and be-

came at once an active and working member.

As time passed on he felt a conviction that he

was called to preach the gospel, and at the

close of the spring term of the court in 1834,

broke abruptly from the full tide of business,

and leaving behind him the most flattering

prospects, entered the itinerant ministry.

The giving up of those bright wordly expecta-

tions, and the choosing, at the call of duty, the

humble, ill-paid and IauoiIou:> vvoik of the

ministry, he has never regretted. His first

appointment was on the Talbot circuit, his

colleague being Rev. Joshua Humphriss. He
at once attracted attention as an able and

eloquent preacher, earnest and evangelical,

and strong and logical in his style. He was

stationed on the more important circuits, and

iri the larger towns of the Peninsula for several

years; crowds everywhere attending on his

preaching,and many hundreds being added to

the church. In 1837, he was appointed by the

Bishop to the Salem and St. Georges churches,

Phila. Next he ministered to Wharton street

and Nazareth churches. In 1848, he was

made Presiding Elder of the South Philadel-

phia district, reaching from that city to Mid-

dletown, Penn., which office he ably and ac

ceptably filled for three years, when, at the

special request of the Nazareth church, he was

returned to them as their pastor. In 1843,

Delaware College conferred on him the hon-

orary degree of Doctor of Divinity, and Wash-
ington College, in 1844, the degree of Master

of Arts. He continued in the active labors of

the minisitry till i860, since which time he

has resided in Camden, Del
,
where, with his

wife, he is enjoying a serene old age, and the

pleasant recollections of a worthy life devoted

to the welfare of his fellow men. He was

married, P'ebruary 7, 1S31, to Miss Mary T.,

daughter of Seth and Lydia (Ward) Godwin,
of Caroline county, Md. Dr. and Mrs. Cooper
have had eight children, viz

;
Angeline Louisa,

who died in early life
;
Richard Godwin, attor-

torney at Law, New Castle
;
Louisa, who died

young
;
Ezekiel Waugh, M. D., of Camden

;

William Henry, M. D., of Kenton
;
Ignatuis

Taylor, Jr., attorney at law, of Dickson, Ala-

bama
;
Alexander Bradshaw, Deputy Attor-

ney General of Delaware
;
and Albert Seth,

who died young.

'^^-^ILLS, ISAAC N., Superintendent of

the Delaware Division of the Phila-

delphia, Wilmington and Baltimore

,
Railroad, was born in Philadelphia

county', September 13, 1836. His

father, Matthew Mills, was a florist, who was

born in England, but came to America when
he was but a youth. He married Susan Mac-
Millan, whose birth occurred in Scotland, but

who was brought to this country when but a
t *1 ^ r\r , 1. • ....?CUUU. W1 LUIS llldlliclg^ jA-v S.A.AA

dren, five of whom grew to maturity, though

Isaac N, is the only surviving son. Matthew
Mills died in 1867 when in his fifty-eighth

year
;
his mother in 1867. His grandfather

was of Scotch ancestry. He was, at twelve

years of age, apprenticed to the trade of a

printer. After working for five years in Phila-

delphia he came to Newark and engaged as

clerk in the store of J. W. Evans. Here he

remained for four years, and in 1857 went back

to the printing business and worked on the

Cea'l Whig, Elkton, Md. During this year,

desirous of seeing at least a part of the West,

he went to St. Louis, Mo., and worked at

printing. In December he returned East and

obtained a position in the employ of the Phil-

adelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad

as brakesman on a freight train. Here his

ability and care soon made him known to those

who could serve him, and from this humble

post he has risen to that of Superintendent.

Mr. Mills, in i860, was appointed agent at the

Perryville Station, and so satisfactory were his

services to the company during his ten years

of service at this place, that when the Dela-

ware Division needed a general agent he, in

the autumn of 1870, was elected to occupy

that important position. In 1881 he w'as made

j

Superintendent of the Delaware Division,
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which position he has most ably filled. Mr.

Mills is widely known in Delaware and Mary-

land, in political circles. In politics he is a de-

cided Republican, and cast the first vote he

was ever privileged to give, for Abraham Lin-

coln as President. In i86i, upon the breaking

out of the war of the rebellion, he was a de-

voted Unionist, and during the ten years of

his residence in Cecil county, Md., was a mem-
ber of every Republican convention held in

that county. In 1880 was chosen President of

the Delaware State Convention, and by his

fairness and ability earned the regards of the

best men of that party in the State. Mr. Mills

was also a member of the State Central

Republican Committee, and was active and in-

fluential. He is now a resident of Dover, hav-

ing removed there in 1880. He was married,

in 1858, to Miss Annie, daughter of William

Miggett, of New Castle county, and there are

four daughters living ; Jeannette, Clara, Susan,

and Alice Mills.

IDLING, JOHN, President of tne Dean
Company, Newark, was born

at Chowbent, Lancashire, Eng., March

6, 1830. His parents, Richard and Su-

fi^) san (Bradshaw) Pilling, are still living.

His father, a silk weaver, was in limited cir-

cumstances, and his son John was obliged to

leave school before he was eight years of age,

and afterwards, for many years, his teachers

were the stern necessities of a life of toil. Be-

fore his eleventh year he had served out a

boys’ apprenticeship at making sparables or

shoe nails, a day’s work being4,cxx) at 6 cents

per 1,000, one-half going to his employer for

the use of the shop. In 1841 he came with

his parents to America, settling in Philadel-

phia, where both father and son worked in

various woolen and cotton mills. The next

year they came to Broadbent’s carpet mill in

Brandywine hundred, following him to Mill

Creek hundred and remaining till 1845. They
were employed in various mills till 1848, when
they entered the mills of Joseph Dean & Son.

John Pilling was then eighteen, and his wages

$4 a week. After several years of faithful ser-

vice, being advanced by slow stages to a salary

of $io, he then relinquished his position, ac-

cepting that of man of all work at $5 a week,

as the only means by which he could learn all

the details of the business. This step he con-
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siders the turning point in his business life.

In 1857 he became the superintendent of a de-

partment in the mills of Robert Kershaw,

in Philadelphia, which were soon stopped by

the panic of that year. From 1858 to r86o he

managed the mills of Shaw & Armstrong in

that city. He then returned to Newark and

became the partner of William Dean, which

continued till 18S2. when they organized a

stock company, with Mr. Pilling as President

and Air. Dean as Treasurer. A history of this

industry will be found in this volume. This

business, managed with great ability and pru-

dence, has been very successful, and long

since, Mr. Pilling has attained to wealth and

honorable position. Pie is also President of

the Kiamensi Woolen Company, located at

Stanton In 1867 he made the tour of Eu-
rope, visiting the most celebrated mills of

England, Belgium, Holland and France, to in-

form himself of the best methods and processes

incident to their business, resulting on his re-

turn in introducing great improvements into

their works, and during Llic long period of dc

pression following the panic of 1873 their

mills never stopped, except for repairs. In

1880 Mr. Pilling made a second visit to Eu-

rope for his health, which had become im-

paired by his long and close application to

business. In politics he was originally a

Democrat, but when the rebellion was thrust

upon the country he joined the Republican

party and, together with his partner, ardently

supported the Union cause, the firm contribu-

ting several thousand dollars to its success.

Such is the high esteem in which he is held

that he has been chosen to fill nearly every

local office in the gift of the people He soon

became an honored and trusted Republican

leader, and in 1866 and again in 1880, was

elected a member of the Legislature, where

his course was so honorable and marked by

such good judgment as greatly to increase his

reputation. He secured the passage of the

bill giving additional aid to Delaware College
;

the charter of the Pennsylvania and Delaware

Railroad, and other important legislation. He
has been again nominated for the Legislature

in 1882. He has been for several years a di-

rector of the First National Bank of Newark,

and connected with nearly all the enterprises

which have for their object the improvement

of the town. He was married in 1851 to Filiz-
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abeth B. Kelley. Their children were : Kate,

who died December 17, 1872 ;
Isabella, wife

of S. j. Wright, of Newark
;
Susan Estella,

and John Pilling, Jr. His wife died, Decem-
ber 21, 1873, and October 4, 1877, he married

Miss Ellen Glenn. This brief sketch shows

that Mr. Pilling is a self-made man, indefatiga-

ble, able and progressive
;
but it does not re-

veal the simplicity of his nature, the amiabil-

ity of his disposition, or that scrupulous sense

of honor and truth which are his striking char-

acteristics. His ideas are broad, liberal and

practical, gained in the school of real life and

in sharp contact with the business world.

RIFFITH, ROBERT SHIELDS, Far-

mer, of Kent county, Maryland, was

born near Newark, August 13, 1828,

and was the fifth son of Joseph and

^ Agnes fAdams) Griffith. A sketch of

the family will be found in this volume.

Robert S. Griffith grew up on the farm, and at-

tended what was called Jones’ school house

till he was fifteen years of age, when he spent

two years at the celebrated school of Rev.

Samuel Aaron, at Norristown, Pa. He then

returned to the home-farm, w'here he lived and

labored till 1851, when his father having

purchased the farm knowm as “Rich Hill,”

at Sassafras, Kent county, Md., he removed

thither and has since made it his home.

The farm consists of 261 acres of highly im-

proved and valuable land devoted to grain

and fruit. Mr. Griffith has some of the finest

wheat lands on the Peninsula. He has ten

acres in peaches and eight acres in pears, but

has been especially successful in small fruits,

of which he has ten acres in full bearing. His

varieties are the finest that reach the northern

markets. He has also two and a half acres in

asparagus. He is a first-class and successful

farmer. The house on the farm is a large

two-story brick building, erected in the most

substantial manner about 1775, by Alexander

Beard, who then owned the property. He
brought the bricks from England, probably in

his own vessel. The property was afterwards

owned by Hon. Charles Thomas, Ex-Gov-
ernor of Delaware, of whom Mr. Joseph Grif-

fith made the purchase in 1840. The subject

of our sketch was, for many years, a member
of the Democratic party, on which ticket he

was, in 1871, elected county commissioner

for two years, and again, in 1873, for the same
length of time. He is now liberal in politics,

and sustains those whom he regards as the

best men. He has been, for twenty years, a

member of the Methodist Protestant Church,

in which, for the greater part of that time, he

has filled the offices of steward, trustee and

sabbath school superintendent. He was mar-

ried, May 15, 1851, to Miss Mary M., daughter

of Joseph and Eliza (Mayne) Middleton, of

New Castle county. Joseph Middleton was a

lineal descendant of Arthur Middleton, one of

the signers ol the Declaration of Independ-

ence. Mr. and Mrs. Griffith have seven chil-

dren ; Elizabeth, wife of Saxe G. Clift
;

Josephine, -wife of Captain Andrew Woodall,

of Georgetown, Kent county, Md.; P'annie,

wife of Isaac Gibbs, a son of Benjamin Gibbs,

whose record is in this volume
;
Robert Mid-

dleton, Charles, Harry and Joseph Thomas.
Mr. Griffith is an enterprising man. an excel-

lent citizen and highly respected.

AVIS, MARK HENRY, Fruit Grower
for Evaporated P'ruit, Milford, was born

May 17, 1835, in Cedar Creek hundred.

His father was John Campbell Davis, a

miller and farmer of Sussex county. He
was a member of the Levy Court and a lead-

ing Whig. He died in 1841 after a short

illness. While returning from a distant part

of the country he stopped to hear the Rev. R.

E. Kemp preach, and upon reaching home
said to his family, that he wanted Mr. Kemp
to preach at his funeral. In one week after this

he died, and his funeral discourse was preached

by Mr. Kemp. His mother was Keturah,

daughter, of William Shockley. She was a

Methodist and died in 1850. Mr. Davis in

early life had no opportunities of education.

The death of his father left him poor, and he

had a hard battle in life from the beginning.

There were no schools in that part of the

country, and he worked upon the farm from the

time he could work. At the age of twenty-one

years he could scarcely write his own name,

and his knowledge of reading and arithmetic

was very limited. He found' himself without

means on a small farm
;

yet at twenty-

three years ofage, married, and for a time contin-

ued upon the farm. Finding success impossible
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he removed to the town of Milford, where he '

resided for one year in very straitened cir-

cumstances. He went to Philadelphia in

1861, and obtained a position in the commis-

sion house of Rodman Carter, where he re-

mained one year. Here he obtained a good

business education, and feels deeply indebted

to his employer there. For much of the year

his salary was only four dollars per week. In

August, i86r, by the advice and consent of;

his employer, he engaged in the business of
1

buying up fruit and produce, and received for

his part, one half the profits accruing there-
|

from. His purchases for twenty-eight days
j

amounted to $29,000, and his drafts were
|

honored to any extent. Mr. Davis was now
very successful, and by economy, had saved

enough money to justify entrance upon busi-

ness for himself
;
he accordingly purchased

the store of Fooks and Brother, Laurel, and

engaged in the business of general merchan-

dizing. He was not very successful as to

hundred. She is a lady well fitted to enable

her husband to achieve success in life in any
direction. They have three children living,

viz.: Frank Wilson, Eliza Gray, and Lulu Tate
Davis.

morlA m
and produce. In 1868 he purchased a farm of

300 acres in Prime Hook Neck, upon which he

planted an orchard of 8000 peach trees, and

afterward shipped his fruit to markets in the

North. He continued to do this until 1874,

since which time he has evaporated all his

fruit. In 1870 he disposed of his business in

Laurel, and removed to Milford. In 1875, he

purchased an additional farm of 100 acres, and

in 1876, bought another at Jefferson’s Cross

Roads, upon which he set out large orchards,

until now he has 14,000 trees growing. He
has erected a large building for this business,

capable of evaporating 600 baskets a day, and

it takes from sixty to seventy hands to run

his establishment during the season, which

continues only si.x weeks Last season Mr. Davis

paid out $1,800 for labor alone. He is the only

native Delawarean who evaporates all his fruit,

and he believes this the better method for

turning the product of his orchards into money.

As a business man Mr. Davis is possessed of

more than usual ability, and as a citizen enjoys

the confidence of the community in which he

resides. He was appointed Deputy Collector

of Internal Revenue for his district, and served

with much credit in this position until the

office was discontinued. Mr. Davis was united

in marriage, January 6, 1858, to Miss Mary E.,

daughter of James M. Kane, of Cedar Creek

;OBBINS, JAMES WASHINGTON,
late of the firm of Richardson & Rob-
bins, Dover, was the son of William

bobbins, and born in Granville, Wash-
ington county, N. Y., l\Iay 27, 1831.

After receiving a good English education he

learned the tin business, faithfully serving out

an appreticeship of five years. He then came
to Smyrna, Delaware, where he worked at his

trade for four years, when he went to Dover in

the employ of A. B. Richardson & Co., in the

stove and tin business, for a year, when that

firm was dissolved and the firm of Richardson

& Robbins, was form.ed, which continued nine-

teen years, and ended by the death of Mr.

Robbins, June 27, 1876. Early in the history

of this partnership the firm began the canning

business in a small way, but in a short time it

grew so rapidly under the thrifty management
of the firm that the stove and tin business was

discontinued, and all their energies were given

to the canning business, a full history of which

is given in this volume. As this interest grew,

Mr. Robbins devoted himself largely to the

outside business connected with the establish-

ment, and most ably and successfully labored

for its advancement and prosperity. He was a

man of large views, and most active, energetic

and industrious, besides possessing great practi-

cal sense and superior judgment. He was affa-

ble, kind, generous and charitable, and through

these qualities made many friends, and was

much beloved. His death was lamented by the

entire community in which he lived, and to

whose prosperity he had so largely and mate-

rially contributed.

^FT^OORE, HON. JOHN T., Laurel, was

born in Little Creek hundred, April

14, 1819. His father was Luther Moore,

a farmer of Little Creek hundred, who
- among the earliest friends of the

M.P.Church and bore throughout a long life the

character of an upright Christian gentleman.

His mother was Nancy, daughter of John

Dashiell of the well known Dashiell family of

Maryland. She was regarded as a most ex-
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emplary Christian woman by all who knew her.
j

Mr. Moore attended the public schoohs in his

vicinity until .sixteen j'ears of age, w'hen he

began attending a select school in Laurel.

Here he continued until his twentieth year,

when he commenced an agricultural life upon

the farm where he was born, which was at-

tended with no small degree of success until

1847, when he removed to Laurel and engaged

in merchandizing. He became the possessor

of several vessels and contracted largely for

wood, grain, lumber etc., which he shipped to
|

Northern markets. In 1857 Mr. Moore was

appointed clerk of the Superior Court of Sus-

sex county, b)’ Gov. P. F. Causey. After five

years of efficient official service he returned

to Laurel, giving his attention to his mercantile

pursuits until 1870 when he retired from active

business, still retaining,however, an interest in

the purchase of grain and lumber until the year

1876, when his attention was given to the

management of his farms and the oversight of

his vessels, Mr, Moore is tlie owner of 1,000

acres of land, divided into six farms, in Sussex

county, on which there are 6,000 peach trees
j

in bearing, producing in 1S78 4,000 baskets of

peaches. The smaller fruits have also received

much attention. In i874iMr. Moore was nom-

inated on the Democratic ticket for State

Senator from Sussex county. He was elected

and served as Chairman of the Committee on

Accounts, was on the Committee on Enroll-

ment, on Revised Statutes, and Finance. His

period of service expired in 1877, and for this
|

session he served as Speaker of the Senate, in
|

which office he gained by his knowledge of!

parliamentary law, his urbanity and fairness, a

large hold upon the confidence and esteem of

the members of that body. Mr Moire is ad-

mirably fitted for any position of puolic trust

to which his friends may seek to promote him.

For the last twenty years he has been a mem-
j

ber of the M, P. Church in Laurel, and has !

served as a lay delegate in several sessions of
J

the Baltimore Annual Conference. In 1840 he
j

was married to Miss Sallie, daughter of Na-
i

thaniel Horsey, a well known business man
;

of Laurel. Their only son
,
Andrew W. Moore,

|

died at the age of twenty-five years. After

the death of his first wife, he married Miss

Rebecca, daughter of Winder Dashiell, Esq.,

who is also deceased, leaving no children.

Moore has been solicited often by his party to

allow his napae to go before the people as a

candidate for Governor of the State, and in

18S2 every inducement was presented by his

many friends in the State, among whom were

the leading men of the Democratic party, but

he firmly and persistently declined, to ihe

great regret of his party generally in the

State.

e^^ONDER, HON. JAMES,' Ex-Governor
AAi.f>of Delaware, was born in Milton,
C' i 1 |i

October 31, 1819. A sketch of his

^'W'father, Hon. John Ponder, and of the

fCjMamily history, will be found in this

volume. Governor Ponder received a good

education in the academies of Milton, Lewes,

and Georgetown, completing his studies in

1838, when he became a clerk in his father's

store, in Milton. On the first of January, 1843,

he was admitted into partnership with his

father. They carried on a very extensive

mercantile business and were largely engaged

in shipping produce, grain, wood. bark, lum-

ber, etc.; also, in building vessels in Milton.

In the last. Governor Ponder is still engaged.

He also at that time bought and sold vessels

to a considerable extent. In 1S60 he erected

a large steam mill lor sawing lumber, ship

timber, and for tire manufacture of quercitron

bark. The works were located on the south

side of the Broadkiln, and a short distance

below the bridge. The business he carried on

was very large, especially in bark, $40,000

worth of which he sometimes had on hand at

one time. He continued in all the a’oove until

the death of his father, in 1863, when he re-

linquished the home mercantile department,

and devoted himself to buying and shipping

grain, bark, ship timber, etc. He is at the

present tim.e the owner of several vessels en-

gaged in the West India and coasting trade.

Governor Ponder is largely interested in agri-

culture, and is the most e.xtensive landowner

in Susse.x county. He has sev'eral thousand

acres of land, divided into farms and under

good cultivation. He is engaged in tlie peach

culture, although not making that a specialty.

Most of his land he has purchased himself, in

addition to which he holds the original estate

by his great grandfather, John

Governor Ponder has always been

interested in public affairs and actively

in promoting the fortunes of the

patented

Ponder.

Mr. ' decpl}’

;
engaged



i.tn VmnMM

j It
I

'A(t1**'< < 'j «>j 9mr« <tifl /nW w!w yd fr/.mo*v xicIq^tTfr

nl lui< o/|j ; 'h

»i)< f'Snj f#/i »n

•
.

* 1 I ft«| . f -^U >0 nam oiiJ

,i| i,t .;-i.ImIi yJjflo. !'1s yItvnfJ

->n* f.« , 11., vJi.'P)

»i U.ttii-w DiiJttq ‘jHj dnooW -iM

fi.,m>;;»?>iif VT JV3 t* ! rd nyd*. 37;fc >vy< IhtiU./yJiabW

.<rn3

niitlH".

tH 1

' u

i,(.' ni

I. (4 f.

hi 4* % 1 r. *ijr c? ? *i'. I liiM «*r.4j rti.V/ ,’»ir,‘wsi3,'. I 1(1

. y:j!‘ A J' >

|,«,.> v.«bnt''l ido|_ ,(m‘H ,^ '».M

( 't jol -tI I '• •> **W /! Ttj.'l

f'v ‘‘ > .'In ''‘if iO)V .,f*T4/lnV

‘ *.»

,{>iU4.„I ni hpUj^a a ,^nUjn*tS1fi

,7r.sy itW -Uh<u baimiJno: tid viaH

n..qa ha bsofiwmrrMho' ?d nadw
! -ii? itifW ibbl" iJi'fod Afi*v 3!^ oisdy miiik »rfl

' limy >*nj3ue 1o iV.m* cfTdjiw bobni^V

bn« jaiuft..! aJ uovotiiai 3d

q orft -jittiiaBd oH .^nisibnurtoiara nl

lol b9}0i’Hnoy bn* alwesv IfiisVaa'Io

cl huqqidla id riaiilv; ,.3Ja isdnsul ,nioig ,boow

>.Avf ,iT4 nl eJ^dum marfJioid

r«n« It/ tiwfO ioh3<ju<! adj lo slviJa bsinibqqs

.vrt7i*AA - ,.’l 4 .^oO ,^^ntioXX3«

ilj i<i (:<M.tu-/: bvi-i
v:>ivij> U-hrOo JnaiofTla loTm^x

% i]

.n

-L;tij V' 4! V !(* •iii'.-iM.. ,(t«i ' vr;'v^»^ r»Mk| n6tb>!>^ir, ?iid

.,r' . .(• M >«i / vM»>w3?d i-d rn-'tWi nvhar. m<Wt i,;jju lijilii Ajiuen^q'

V., \ >., 1 4 t.d) f**'* fxviW./ -^i , ;«iuJe «i ne Uiie ,ti^9f««adi

'•v(ir,.-i .in; '..umlfc. -/.v; sii-l Htiny isd^iui bits niti^lo aji-daoijq arf*

l.i.ii;:. -dT ol navtg fefiw ifmi)n>JJe aid narfv/ ,d^8i
t 5 rt(

-.•i^iriJ ' V'-'* /• <J'.'

' '<1 >f1*

-(( 4 ! (1 . .. li 1

/II r

.
'

' - 4 J,4 .(•.»' '! :0

/ u i»r .. Jda.'i ' t/.Tlil

I I^*-- 1 tll II'

cj A.;-'

<' Jif I" ..

' 'fj ''tv

y:

,^o )f(^;^l^jvv '-idl bti« Jiaiftl sirf }a 1> inaai&nsip'

orr.-,l ’ll'' if'ftwo vdj ai nanM ’ .al-jS^oV' aid

'

tti^5A»ndl 3c(a o3nc biblvJb .bn^nd^aais*

t'l jif'J 'JUS (ii'|i'! '-*il 000.0 t%TK 3^ndtd3td// rio ,<inuo0 E

.'Till ,'i j'J '.^U vl*t tjoo4 i at gapwboiq*',^^’^'’®^

< i' .- /Id. i tl.i.ov'j r brwl&vjT •>«!£' 3v*d «>u>tl.ioI !*(«?; adT .<;yd3fi^

^'1 .'// i(;;>'irt'i.*.,/4,1 i.JTiOtil

1 /. n i,T;y i vuv^’ib ni

t4* ('i|’;/ j 111 ; -35 /

'f((

/•,• //(‘'i . iq» ''1

- -•<.!> .!(,.

JT-td

nc.-, t. tU'V ;ci

•
.

'

i I ii>

id^ift .'jK4.vdl 9l Jjpilnali* (i^ani

I

nd aki^ioom^a urfJ no b’uJcni

'liiJ ab . yJtiuoj jcwauS moil idfifjpS

j

Milmqio'J, adJ “lo ee biviaue bns'^

'V ./:>< '-'IN’ v;v( k' -llr>iftl\ ni3 stolllmfmsD >ril oq ar.v ,«tnuo3DA

.ic'"." i"t lurn r

••tul.vri ’t I -3iJ' “oi ^>n^ .t-vdiHii

b"'il’j., I :-v,* V r.'/llvt i'f odT '
'd

ti K('h '""'.iH ..jLI 1 < -sbf*

• . 'j n'mid

II

.f

/iblbvij-4 . .oji'ijii o'jv 'dH baeivsil no ,3nain

I. ,;.| .iw i/I. I ’-.J I/ll •/ V.I dnovi '

'trill hni ba-jiipta SDi’/iaa lo bo»-»q

w '..ii. *:(• Hr ..' '•ii.fsiinoD .11 ‘^riJ. -:>vroi m ,i/ix,a*j<^ adi "iC' iaa|*tx|S ** fpnXi od ndteaiM
,

I n ><!’ ! "II ( .^Jit “iti ill, jb vdV^ V’ v*b'dv/r.nd ban«.«g 'sd aaiflq. doirfw'

..it ii qv!- lii i‘i'jiv:ii i.t'-d ’i j bv'lvuj.'nd ’ £ ,?^'.i/i-vu,l bu.*, 'yliniuhu lid ,Yri:l xi^lnamsUieq .

J
,Tj ;i

'•
I ft/}

.i' J lr r-l 1 J ' il:/ ,1

- rt> - J’’ ,1. 1 I-

.

v!.',;yc mI.'m'’. tF.'d L. ijt'Vpli tui*po in^sJpy bfju b;tnpb^.ao> stjl nc>qu blod '3^1*1

*A,'. rub- *

,
I .Mji.ig

;

-fiR ai 3n;qI4 ’jk .!^bod l*ril lo aiadmain- oHl

' // ' .*• .iicJ x.qn' jilyijq noiii^oq 'yri*ndi boJjd

•b-.T' v'liN , 4 „,,, ,, ,, • ,-,f/ ..(j f;; s..r i;-3
' ,/yAiI dey*-^*fn cbnahVehl ibidw oJ

- ij,/ <a 'i '^ iM ‘•I
•

-1 iv'i -ji.a-Tj / . 6 ' bd ii’MiPX ^dnawl le/il »di x>i

IV T /.'bii. ! vV(-.'*;<j> - iM.m .iijrii p, t*l bn* .kiyiCl.Ai daiudO ,H sdl lo lad

bn/uiK.'ili : • v*.^ '.u.-ii -jM iiJni»«:* /• •• •«.? di j-J6 •***' wi’Raalab « «* bovtof

Li. i’ Olid1‘jLii'

ibfil *d hi i v^jrgtrtp it li n<Mii.T^u9 bf^cji ' -itVT aelk oj bainfiirt fc«w v

v

'yllt6i'-v|i * )i IJ gmdini Jon ,»^u)hri nciii 4it: olsud i^y/cunl llavi fi .’(aaToH JoidiHiJ'

m " ii'mai h istt.dviu
f >tt|, ri « ?Mo jiioJ/:

'

rtlv. .7/ /iji^baA,fto8 <((nO liaiiT lo

y.A,:-- lura d-to id} ?bloil ad m 1 j
=»3« ^ Ifilbalfa

n/fi l , v>di«K»fl*’'p liiwg i.bi icl b‘‘>ln3tJd^i tid lo dl*ab otfl

ir.'vd ta/ vab’it^'i x^nvirbO ' .wdfctCi lobiiiV/ lo 'iO(J/lgi/«b .fiDpadsil

V .(II--. ..r.. -i^u, <il.M d h i4jjf i-io5 aK .av ott golv**r.bi»4»>3b oaU Ri odw
^

>adi 10 u>ou3'i.d -.i.''t ^mfomoiq nl ( rij s{ltyq aid 'id nsllo bojfahlot flood «rf aiooM

li.

Ll: f £ .L.



BIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT.

Democratic party, with which he has been
j

identified since arriving at legal age. In 1856

he was elected to the Legislature of his native
j

State, and served in the session ot 1S57, during !

which he assisted in the election ot Martin W.
;

Bates and James A. Bayard, to the United
|

States Senate, and introduced the bill incor-
j

porating the Junction and Breakwater Rail- 1

road, which has since become a law. In 1864 i

he was elected to the State Senate, of which

he was elected Speaker in 1867, filling this

honorable and responsible position with marned

ability and distinction. In 1870 he was elected

Governor of Delaware by a large majority over

his competitor, Thomas B. Coursey, of Spring

Mills, Kent county, and was inaugurated on

the third Tuesday of January, 1871. Governor

Ponder filled the gubernatorial office for four

years with great honor to himself and to the

general satisfaction of the people of the State.

From his youth he has been a member of the

Protestant Episcopal Church, to which the

family have belonged for many generations.
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Episcopal Church at Milton. Governor Ponder

was united in marriage in July, 1851, to Miss

Sallie, daughter of Gideon Waples, of Milton,

and has had four children; Ida, John, in busi-

iness in Wilmington
;
James, twelve years of

age, and a son who died in his seventh year.

*^.ITTINGER, LEONARD, M. D., of

24^^ Wilmington, was born in Philadelphia,

April 27, 1834, being the only son of

Judge Plenry Cress and Ann Eliza

(Dixey) Kittinger. Judge Kittinger

practiced law for a number of years in his

native city, when he removed to Trenton, N.

J., where he was Judge of the Court of Com-
mon Pleas for fifteen years, the first two terms

of five years each being appointed by the

governor and after the change in the consti-

tution, the last term was elected by the people.

He removed to Washington city in 1864 where

he died in 1879, aged sixty-six years. He left

besides Dr. Kittinger, three daughters, two

of whom are married and reside in that

city. Originally a Democrat, he became a

pronounced republican on the breaking out

of the war, and was a strong friend of

4 ? 5

President Lincoln. He was a man of ster-

ling integrity and greatly respected. His

father was Leonard Kittinger, a merchant of

Philadelphia. He died about 1S44, aged six-

ty-six years. His first wife w’as Sarah Cress,

of Germantown, and their only child was

Henry C., and after her death he married

Eliza Moore, of Moorestown, N. J., by whom
he had three daughters. His father was Dr.

John Kittinger, who came from Germany and

settled in Germantown, prior to the Revolu-

tionary war. Pie was a large and wealthy

landholder at the time of his death. Dr. Kit-

tinger graduated at the Princeton Academy,
N. J., after which he attended the grammar
school at Edge Hill, N. J., from which he also

graduated with honor. It was early his inten-

tion to become a physician, and he began the

study of medicine at Trenton, but his health

being delicate, he engaged in mercantile life

till 1859, when he entered as a student, the

office of Dr. O. B. Gause, Professor of Obstet-

rics and diseases of women and children, in

the Pennsylvania Homcepathic Medical Col-

lege, an institution which has since been con-

solidated with the Hahnemann Medical Col-

lege. He graduated M. D., in 1863, after a

very thorough course of study, and the same

year settled in Flemington, Plunterdon county,

N. J., remaining till April, 1866, when he re-

moved to Wilmington, where he has devoted

himself, with great success, to his profession,

and by his skill and popularity, built up a

large and lucrative practice. In May, 1859,

Dr. Kittinger was married to Miss Emma,
only daughter of Hon. Obadiah Howell, a pro-

minent citizen of Trenton, N. J., and of an old

and highly respectable family. They have

three children : Leonard Armour, M D., in

partnership with his father
;

Charles Howe,
with Robinson and Chandler, bankers and

brokers, Wilmington, and George Batchelder

Kittinger, a student in Cornell University.

Dr. Kittinger, in politics, is a Republican, but

is exclusively devoted to his profession, in

which he has achieved deserved eminence. He
was, in 1S69, elected a member of the Ameri-

can Institute of Homeopathy, was one year

the physician to New Castle Alms House and

Insane Asylum, and is the physician in charge

of the Home for Aged Women, a noble insti-

tution, conducted under the auspices of the

benevolent ladies of Wilmington.
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4i6 HISTORY OF DELAWARE.

*<^^INDER. WARRP:N, Farmer, of North

West Fork hundred, was born, Decem-
ber 4, iSoo, being the eldest son Isaac

and Rlioda (Warren) Kinder. Isaac

Kinder was a large land owner, and aW
prominent and highly respected citizen. He
died, February 17, 1855,111 the eighty-second

year of his age. His wife w'as the daughter

of Ale.xander and Sina Warren. She died,

July 16, 1S62, in her eighty-fifth year. The
parents of Isaac Kinder were Jacob and Kate

Kinder, who, in 1763, on the day of their mar-

riage, left Germany for America. They pur-

chased the farm w'here William Kinder, their

great grandson, now lives, near Horsey's

Cross Roads. Jacob Kinder died before 1800,

and his w’ife about 1S25. Their children w’ere

Jacob, a farmer, who inherited the home prop-

erty, now owned by his grandson
;
Isaac, no-

ticed abbve, and Nancy, who married Stephen

Warren, brother of Mrs. Isaac Kinder. War-
ren Kinder attended the pay schools of his

locality till about 1820, after which he at-

tended the Academy at Scafurd lui Iwu vvin-

ters. In 1825 he married and purchased

“Maple Grove,” a farm of 500 acres, wTere he
1

has since resided. Years of toil w'ere required
|

to clear away the oak forest and improve the
|

estate. It is now divided into two farms. Mr.
j

Kinder engaged to a considerable extent in
|

the culture of peaches, raising the best varie-
|

ties, and sending them to market so carefully
|

that they always commanded the highest

prices, but his land has been devoted princi-
j

pally to grain, and he is one of the most en-

terprising and successful farmers of Sussex

county. In politics he was originally a Fede-

ralist. In 1832 he W'as elected a rhem,ber of

the Levy Court on the Reform ticket, serving

for one year. He then joined the Democratic

party and was re-elected to the Levy Court

for a term of four years. Subsequently he

served two terms, making thirteen years in

all, and his services were ahvays highly satis-

factory. He has also held many local offices.

He was County Treasurer in 1873-4, and was

for several years Vice-President of the Sussex

county Bible Society, his health compelling

him finally to resign. Mr. Kinder has been '

one of the most prominent members of Bethel :

M. E. Church for over half a century. He was

steward and trustee for many years, and a
1

faithful attendant and liberal supporter of its
j

ordinances. He is a member of Sunnyside

Grange, No. 7, Patrons of Husbandry. He is

now past eighty-one years of age ; his faculties

and senses unimpaired, and he still superin-

tends his farm, managing its various interests

with success. He w'as first married, February

2, 1825, to Miss Ann M., daughter of Caleb

and Nancy Davis, by whom he had twelve

children. Of these, nine grew to maturity :

Caleb Davis, Mary P'rances, Rhoda Ann,

Emily, Sina, Eliza Amanda, Castilia, Martha

Ellen, Caroline, and Mary Adelaide. Mrs.

Kinder died April i, 1848, and he next married

Mrs. Eliza A. Bradley, widow of Isaac Bradley

and daughter of Francis Brown. She died

May 23, 1859. The third wife was Emeline

Davis, sister of the first Mrs. Kinder, who died

July 9, 1876.

^(2^ ICKMAN, HON. JOHN, late President

of the Breakwater and Frankford Rail-

road, was born in Milford Neck, Octo-

ber 21, 1827. He was the only son of

IN aLlldUlCl

Hickman. His father was a shipbuilder of

Milford, of wide reputation, who amassed a

considerable fortune in his calling, born, March

20, 1785, and died, December 26, 1836. He
had three children, Nancy, John and Mary.

His daughters died unmarried. John was left

an orphan at nine years of age, and until fif-

teen years of age had his home with Captain

John Hickman, an uncle. During his minority

his guardian was Manaen Gum, of P'rankford.

He received his preparation for college at the

Academy of Newark, and in 1841 entered Del-

aware College, where he remained for two

years. He entered on the study of medicine

with Dr. John Gillis, of Whaleyville, Md.,

but could not overcome his repugnance to the

sight of blood, and abandoned it after one

year. He then entered mercantile life at

Frankford, having Manaen Gum and John T.

Long as partners, and with them cotiducted

the vessel business, merchandizing and a large

steam saw mill. When the partnership ended

Mr. Hickman bought large tracts of swamp
lands, which he cleared and converted into

fertile farms, and this work, though laborious

and e.xpensive, was a paying investment. On
the completion of the Delaware and the

Junction and Breakwater Railroad, he con-

ceived the idea of making a railroad to con-
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ncct with the latter at Georgetown, running

from Frankford and making a road for the

eastern section of Sussex county, and which

would be an agency for the development of

that portion of the State, and southwardly to
^

Maryland and Virginia. It is not too much to

say that to Mr. Hickman it was owing that
,

this railroad was carried through to Frankford
|

and forms now an extension of the railroad

line through to Franklin City, Va. Upon
the completion of this improvement he was

made the President of the Breakwater and

Frankford Railroad, and continued to hold

this position until his lamented death. He
served two terms in the State Legislature, and

during the second was Speaker. The interests

of public education and the internal improve-

ments of the State are greatly indebted to

his wise influence and sleepless vigilance and

energy. His death was regarded as a public

calamity, and to his family and friends an irre-

parable bereavement. John Hickman was an

humble and devout Christian believer, a mem-
ber of the Presbyterian Church, and passed

from life under the inspiring hope and with the

calm resignation of the true Christian. His

useful and honorable career was terminated

November 2i, 1877. In 1851 he was united in

marriage to Angie, daughter of Stansbury

Cannon, of Bridgeville. Of their six children

five are still living to revere his memory, and,

we trust, to emulate his example.

JALENTINE, CAPT. JOSHUA SCOTT,
ex-Mayor of Wilmington, was born in

East Marlboro, Chester county, Penna.,

July 28, 1811. His father, John Valen-

tine. was a farmer in comfortable circum-

stances, a member of the Society of Friends.

He died, August 27, 1881, at the advanced age

of ninety-five. His wife was Asenath, daugh-

ter of Joshua Scott, of the same township.

They had four sons and three daughters who
grew to maturity ; Joshua S

;
Elizabeth, widow

of Samuel Cause
;

Benjamin F.; Chalkley

Mitchener, who died in 1880
;
Edith, wife of

Marshall Harvey
;
Hon. John K. Valentine,

U. S. District Attorney for the Eastern Dis-

trict of Pennsylvania
;
and Annie, wife of Wil-

liam Cloud, of West Chester. The grand-

father of Capt. Valentine was Absalom Valen-

tine, also a farmer, who spent his life in Lon-

donderry township, and died in 1824, when in

53

his eightieth year. His wife was Mary Tem-
ple. They had eight children. Captain Val-

entine attended the Friends’ school of his na-

tive place during the winter season, until he

was twenty years of age, after which he was
engaged in agriculture and teaching till 183S.

He then removed to Wilmington, where he

was a clerk for two years, and for two years

principal of Public School, No. 12. Following

this he was the agent of the P., W. and B. rail-

road until 1853, when he was elected to the

Legislature on the Whig ticket, and was a

leading and popular member. He had charge

of the bill for chartering the Delaware railroad,

and introduced the first bill ever brought before

the Legislature of Delaware to give to married

women the right to hold and control all the

property they possess at the time of marriage.

The bill had, at that time, no chance of pass-

age, but it led the way to a better state of

things. He became interested, about this

time, in pushing through to a successful com-
pletion, the building of the Delaware railroad,

for 'vtiiVli h.^ nrncnrpd .large subscriptions to

the stock, and was thus engaged till the road

was finished, in 1856. In 1857 he was elected

City Auditor of Wilmington; in 1859, Street

Commissioner for two years
;
and was kept,

almost constantly, in office as member of the

Board of Education, Board of Healthand of the

City Council. Being a strong Union man he

was, in May, 1862, appointed Captain in the

Volunteer service, and helped recruit the

Fourth Delaware, which was mustered into the

U. S. service in Sept. He commanded Com-
pany K, whose hardships and perils he shared

till the close of the war. They were engaged

in the defense of Washington for about a year,

after which the regiment joined the Army of

the Potomac. It was engaged in all the

battles of the Fifth Corps, to which it was

attached, and made a proud record. Captain

Valentine was a gallant and able officer, and

on several occasions led his regiment in

action. He received an honorable discharge

in June, 1865. In September, 1866, he was

elected by the Republican party. Mayor of

Wilmington, and was also twice re-elected,

serving six years, and proving a very able and

popular officer. A disqualifying clause in the

law, passed in 1872, finally made him ineligible

for further re-election. He v^as afterward

United States Commissioner and Chief Super-
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visor of elections for Delaware. He was a|

Mason and belonged to the order of Odd i

Fellows, from 184.4.. He was many years a
:

member of the Wilmington Fire Department. ^

He was married in October, 1835, to Miss
|

Rachel Ann Hollingsworth, of Wilmington,

who is still living. They had two daughters:

Emma Louise, wife of George W. Remington,

and Sarah Ann, widow of x^rchibald D.

O’Meare. The death ot Captain Valentine,

July 6, 1882, was very sudden and unexpected,

and the shock was deeply felt throughout the

community. His kind disposition and staunch

principles had made him hosts of friends, and

he was greatly loved and respected wherever

known.

AY, MATTHIAS, Farmer, of Kent
Co., son of John and Mary (Maxwell)

Day, was born in Kent county, Md., in

1783. His mother’s family wms one of

the most w'ealthy and influential in

that county. His father was a Methodist cler-

gyman, and in 1792 moved to Kent
county, Del., where he died two years Later.

The father of the latter, also named John

Day, married Susanna Finer, and died prior to

the Revolution. The family were of English

origin, and were among the earliest settlers of

Kent, in Maryland. Matthias Day ov/ned two

farms and became a leading man in his local-

ity, holding the office of County Treasurer for

the term of three years. He was in later life

a Whig in politics, and was twice elected to

the Legislature, serving in the years 1827 and

1S28. He w^as a member of and class leader in

the Methodist Church. By his first wife, Le-

titia Lockwood, he had four children, three by

his second wife, Elizabeth Smith, and five by

his third wife, Martha Baggs. Mr. Day was a

truly good man and served well his day and

generation. He died, greatly lamented. May
14, 1843, at the age of fifty-nine.

^^AY, CHARLES H. B., Lawyer of

Dover, son of the above, was born in

Kent county. May 25, 1828. He was

brought up on the farm and received a

good common school education, but his

father dying when he was very young, leaving

his mother with a large family, he was after

that obliged to labor very hard. He was en-

gaged in farming till he was thirty years of

age, wlien he determined to prepare for the

legal profession, and studied three years in

the law office of Hon. Nathaniel B. Smithers.

Admitted to the bar in 1861, he at once com-
menced the practice of law in Dover, in part-

nership with Hon. George P. Fisher, then a

member of Congress. In August, 1862, he

was appointed by President Lincoln, Collector

of Internal Revenue, which office he held till

May I, 186^. He then resumed the practice

of law, which he still continues, and has a large

share of the legal business of the town. In

politics Mr. Day was a Republican till 1870,

when he joined the Democratic party. In

1877 he was Clerk of the House of Represen-

tatives. He is a member of the Methodist

Church, in which he was several years steward

and Sabbath School Superintendent. Pie was

married, in 1850, to Miss Mary’, a daughter of

Samuel Warren, a farmer of Kent county,

and granddaughter of Captain John Warren,

who commanded a company’ in the battle of

Trenton, and was one of those who bore Col.

Hazlett, the distinguished Delaware soldici,

from the field when mortally wounded. Mr.

and Mrs. Day’ have three children, Amanda
E., Ruth A., and Mary Emma Day.

was a

UNN, FRANCIS MARION, ex-Sheriff

of Kent county, was born in that

county, January 26, 1842, being the

third son and fifth child of Thomas and

Ann (Clements) Dunn. His father

farmer, and died in 1849. His mother,

the daughter of Thomas Clements, of the

the same county, is still living. The maiden

name of his father’s mother was Sarah Daw-
son, of the Dawson family, of Talbot county,

Md. She married Robert Dunn, of York,

Penna. Francis M. Dunn was left fatherless

at the age of seven years, and his mother hav-

ing six other children to care for, he was early

obliged to assist in the family maintenance,

and attended school only in the winter. At
the age of fourteen years he became a clerk in

Camden, continuing this occupation there for

four years, and afterwards for a short time in

Wyoming. He was next engaged in the

wholesale and retail grocery’ business in Wil-

mington. In 1862 he commenced teaching in

Kent county, which he continued till October,.

1866, when he formed a partnership in mercan-

tile business at Marydel, with Mr. William



Vieqmqoi m! ,t»gt
;
* uw sH loT lo loeiv

fri yAitn t*cjibui4 btfn .nok^'Ainq l^»4 hbO lo u»h-io o| hsgiiolsd bn« h<>6jgM
.U hhuMtuy ,m>H lo t>jab y/if ^wf? oc^ ^rtnfln (**v/ ,H 44.^1 rtio^V.gy/oflaH

-OJU5 »5fi,9 U ad^i^St i)i ifiij »ii) Jj l>d}iimI>A / .Jfirtnl'jr.rioa aii i n ijgiiJfn'ljV/ adj lo
nl.r-< .'».a ni «afU. aaha/jKi baaaafn .la^otaO ni bamr.m fu.w aH

fi naili T a;4-i^,VD .noH tfiiyf qiiki^n
; »n<»l^afotnV/ lo .HMowegnilioH nnA i -rfajJI

3d .tOJii ,hi^^uA txl io n:^tiiam owj b«H yailT ^gniviJ llile ti oriw
jiyj^cO.nloiLiJ Jnalij^ I td fiy tftioqqfi M.y/

1

4|oJ:^ima« .W agioaO lo al{w ,a«ft;oj £(rini3
Mli bfnrf sH aofRo thiffy^ .a<m3va;! UfrtVjnt lo .G ljf«dl4fr*A It^ woblw ,noA bos
3iLi4«q afl4 osHj ail .(.«>Ri ,1 oicJqO lo rilfiab adT oiuaM'O
34*16/ /r f.s^ bna jr^vnhmo tljuiv/ wysl Ip

;

.balwqxartu bn* nMu? yiav 96w ,i88j ,d xlu[
>.*»ru^d idi lo 9dj joodg.ioidJ J/ol ylqaab ^/aorfa ariJ bneA-J ib? ffc.iluuq 'd A«*-yoa ,iW,«Ht|o(j[rian«oj«ba6.iwlieoq*lbbflW .yJiftu/nrtioa

nJ .(Jv,q pHiii .o/n ,0 'irtr b^rT1oV ati ncxlw! bns .sbnaHl lo a4f..,d wTri abcm Uii aa/gionhq
-n3.ani3jl k. .nvqfl adj T,o ><tvO^ sd \'f^T|iov3ia<(vf bsjjyqaar bn* boyol ylJissig'ecw od

inwond

A

-jil:j lo >tn j; '•..vyilsJ

binv/ 3ii STfiay '/r ad daid''/ ni .darudD
BJ.W oH .Jnabn;j/nhoqi.’S I6od-.ci dMo^ ^ bna. ^ ,

lo .aAJHTTAM ,YA ‘£j^
lo lajdgiJi^b £ ,vix.-l/ e?fW 0i ,br^t nt .jiahtAm yt*’M bn* ndol lo no« ,,o0 f
,yjnDoa -Ip bunttii • fri

.
bM .yioiioa ^ni^H fti n*iod ^ ^4

nriot nliUqnJ to nbJdjfnfibbt^r'tg bn* I lo ono e*w '^ijTtgl h'larfibtfi alH
lo ^lljad adi nr yni,qni<.<;> a bt.tl.in£fnffiGa odvr|,i>5 loilnau/lm bn* ydlfsaw }(*om adJ
.loO j')od oflv/ bo ako ic f/ bac ,no.*n»TT I -ti»b tsibodtaK* i*6v/ «iH .yJniioi i*dJ
.laiuJue; byftf.iu;,f!iiS!io’ sdi 7i#aJ.v*fci

•il/l Jjabnuov/ '^Ijrjiofn nadv/ blafi arfi mo-f)

BpnumA ,ft!>iblid5 aaidr a'vsd yAd .jtilVl hi\s

'{aG srttdiG riof/ bn* ,.A djuij

JiioTi

Tliiadd-xa.KOi^Al/ tilDViA^T'd

.ladJcm

.i3}«/ aisay owi balb^ad aiaxfv/ ..faG

ndo|. bvnrm <^ltii,vjlUf adl lo iadJ*l a/lT
o-} -roiiq baib bn* ,ianr*I *nn*au2 bamenr ,y*a-
djHgnG lo x^io^sl »dT *^.noi}oIov»^adJ
io aaafjjag jcaihaa arli gnom* 979w bn* .nigho

XbG 8*»rij)*M ,bn*Iyi*7d ni,janJl

>J
feid m n*m gnib*af * amaaad bn*

tj
j

‘>atiWf*»tT yinooililo asSfio adj gnibtoVr,yJi

I

alifnal*/ ni «*w aH atsay aaad) lo mtai, adJ
.Q4PJ ni Haifa bn* ,7orr»tfil a atw . haJoata aSiwi ?*w bn* .eoililoq ni gIdW *

3*dJ ni mod &*w ,yinyoa JnaX lo
odr jfiiaj .£^81 .ds vi*(NU.X ',xlnwo!i

fan*. isrriodT lo b/idi rfiif! bn« noa biidl.

liirilG triM .ifotjCj ^ginainolD) nnA

oil} )(j .tjtnim'jl'J aamodT lo laJd^nsb yd}
nsbi^m adT .girivil UiJs si .yjauoa ami.?‘a/li

bn* \s8i sasax ariJ n? gnivia* .atoJalsiga*^ adl
ni Ttabftaf e2«fa bnelo Tadmacn bbsw aH 8s8i

-v/*U d*ir.iii £i.v/ TadJo.rn s'i*rfldl ?!fl lo arnan »3liyir iPiJl shl yfl .rioiurfD isibodJaJd adJ
.yJnwoa Jod!»;X lo .,ylinay5j rtotwcG adj lo ,pos
,iJir Y lo MtwO. iiadyJT bahiim ad2 .bM
eaahadJfil flat s*w nnuG si;>ni:Td .omrsX

\<i aaidf ^naablida 7uol bed ad .boov/iaoGiililiJ
\d avd bn* tdilrnS d^adaxltS ,sdiw bnoaas eid
fi ’^*77 x*G cdiifiM .albiy btidJ sid

-^'ndirjdjom 4id bn* .in*y( navaslo 93* arfy^aa! bn* y*b fcid lla« bavia« bn* n*mr boog y/utl
yhea 9K‘ff ad.iolatitjj oj naafalidj larfio goi
,9'jn*itafnisrn yiun*’i mIj (4! i^jg^s oJ bagrldo
jA» .fiJtu'T/ adt ni yino (o<>d:»? b^bnaj-f* bn*
ni £ antK3;,-(t ad ttA':'y riaafai-'ol To-^gfc arft

lol viadJ ocjj*qojao sidi gnbiminoa^rr^bmO

yeM ,bajnam*t yfJKaag ,baib aH ,^o^^G^a^^
.6nin*yfitl lo ag* oriJ iM ,£^t

lo aaywsJ ..3 ,H a3JtaAHD ,YA‘^

1
*'

OJ bavoo} ni bn* ,n6fnyg^
^

j

1 SI'"

'fjt ‘4

1

V

ni naod^sRw ,avoda ,3jIi 7o nos «i3voQ
nr am«# nods c lol sbir/yaafre fan* ,may aoolr a*w aH .8s8i .gj y*M

,yjnooa fnaX

ri>"'
Ixan sfiw oH g/nfnoyV; * baviaiaa bna mini aril no qu Jdguoid ?4 .-iiWm saanrsud yiaouTS trctai biiu aiasalodw sid Jnd .nolroowba loorfae nonimoa boog

f "J 8«rv*al.,annoy yiav s*yr Td nadw aoJyfa”^a|
.ladajaOfkrban/iunoDad rtaWw.yJnooaJitaJi -rafl* eew ad .yllmel agid i ihiw^iodjom aid-ncoiam r.i qidnanjidq Rfaamiol ad nodw ,»i06i

^wr ^ 4 j » ». »« ,

-na «C7/ aH ya»v lod*/ ol bagildo f*djm£llii// ,iM djiw ,isfay34./i« j* 8soai«»d aUrpcv rujayynidJ saw bd Hij gnim-ul ni bsg^

.Ljl

V„

«5fe.r







BIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT. 419

Reynolds. This gentleman dying in the fall

of the following year, his father-in-law, Mr.
Thomas H. Mclh'aine, became his partner. He
also died in 1S74, when Mr. Dunn sold out his

stock and engaged in the manufacttire and
sale of phosphates, and also was largely in-

terested in the grain com.mission business. He
was prominent in the affairs of the place,

which was at first called Halltown, but Mr.

Dunn succeeded in having the name changed
to Marydel, and also in having a postoffice

established there. He was the first postmaster,

holding the office from 1S67 to 1871. In 1S78

he was nominated and elected Sheriff ol Kent
county, which position he held till the close

of his term in 1880, proving an able and popu-

lar official. He was married, January 3, 1867,

to Josephine, daughter of Thomas H. Mcll-

vaine. They have three children living :

Thomas Francis, Corabella, and Annie May.

;OUPER, WILLIAM, Merchant, third

II son of Dr. James and Hannah (Meintire)

Couper, was born in New Castle, Sep-

tember 9, 1809. Of a family and lineage

(5) who, next to character and religion,

prized a good education; he received in his

early years, thorough instructions in the En-
glish branches. While still very young he

went to Philadelphia and there entered the

commission house of Perit & Cabot, engaged
in the foreign trade. He remained with the

firm several years, after which he became cor-

responding clerk in the celebrated house of

Samuel Comly, with which were connected

several branch-houses in the southern cities.

In both these places his capability, industry,

and manly, upright conduct, won him great

respect and regard. He familiarized himself

thoroughly with every detail of the business,

and about the year 18^5, went to Canton,

China, where he engaged as corresponding

clerk in the mercantile house of Wetmore
& Company, and afterwards became a mem-
ber of the firm. In 1864, he returned to Dela-

ware, and purchasing several valuable farms

in New Castle county, devoted himself to

agriculture the remainder of his life. His de-

cease took place November 25, 1874. Though
a gentleman of culture and refinement, and

successful in all his undertakings, Mr. Couper

was modest and retiring in his habits and

averse to all ostentation. Home he loved and

the companionsh'.p of near and congenial
friends, having little fondness for the excite-

ments of general society. But his sympathies
were confined to no narrow circle, and he
vvatched with, deep interest all that was oc-

curring in the church, the world, and the State.

‘In all that was done for the welfare of men he

rejoiced. With all-human sufferings he sympa-
thised, and with a feeling heart and liberal

hand responded to the appeals of charity and
son ow.” An eloquent address from which the

last sentence was quoted—commemorative of

his life and character, was delivered at his fun-

eral by his pastor, and the warm eulogies

called forth on that occasion, found a ready

response in every heart. His pastor was his

friend, and acquainted with him intimately.

He testified to his purity and amiability of

character
;
his diligence in the performance of

every duty as a man, a citizen and a Christian.

His many acts of kindness and charity, he

said, were secretly done,. whenever practicable,

and thus in large measure escaped the observa-

tion of the world. To the church he gave

liberally, never forgetting that its great work
could not be carried on without material aid,

and most generously donated to all other benev-

olent causes. Such a life could have but one

source of inspiration
;
his Bible was his daily

companion,his creed and rule of faith and prac-

tice. He also loved the house of prayer, no slight

cause ever detaining him from its stated

services. With his dying breath he expressed

his trust in his Savior, and his departure was

one full of hope and comforting assurance to

his friends.

ASSETT, RICHARD. Governor of Del-

aware. We give from “Reminiscences”

of the late Rev. Henry Boehm the

Centenarian, the following sketch. “He
should ever have a prominent place in

the annals of early American Methodism. At
this remote period it is almost impossible to

have a correct idea of the position he onge occu-

pied, and the influence he exerted in favor of

Methodism. * * * * In its early days in

America some of the loftiest families embraced

it (Methodism) with joy. Among the most

distinguished was Richard Bassett. He was

an eminent lawyer, a judge, governor of Dela-

ware, a member of the old Congress of

and a senator under the new constitution. He
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was a delegate from Delaware to the conv^en-

tion that formed the Constitution of the

United States, and his name is enrolled on

that account with those of George Washing-
ton, Alexander Hamilton, Benjamin Franklin,

Robert Morris and other distinguished patriots

and statesmen. Mr. Bassett was rich. He in-

herited six thousand acres of land, much of

it near the Bohemia River He had three

homes, residing part of the time in Dover,

and then in Bohemia and Wilmington. Before

he was converted he was a ver/ fashion-

able man, and moved in the highest circles

of society. He had his good things in this life.

But when converted he was as humble and

teachable as a little child. In person, he was

a stout built man of medium height, and

looked as if he was made for service. His

countenance was full of benignity, and his eye

was very expressive. He was a man of super-

ior judgment, a safe counselor. I used to ask

his advice, and he gave it most cheerfully, and

I always found it judicious. His voice was

very strong and musical, and at camp and

quarterly meetings he thrilled the people. He
was distingtished for benevolence, and given

to hospitality. He has entertained over a

hundred persons at one time. His heart v/as

as large as his mansion. His first wife did not

live long. She left an amiable daughter, who
was married to the Hon. James A. Bayard, who
was a commissioner to form a treaty of peace

with England. With her father I visited Mrs.

Bayard while her husband was absent in Europe.

The governor was a Methodist of the old

stamp. He admired all its peculiarities
;
loved

to worship in the groves, and had several

camp-meetings on his own grounds. He was

one of the sweetest singers of our Israel. He
delighted to hear the colored people sing

;

there was no sweeter music to him. He held

fast his integrity to the end. I often saw him

in age and feebleness extreme. Though

princely rich, he lived plainly without display

or extravagance. ***** He died in

1815, and his life-time friend, Ezekiel Cooper,

preached his funeral sermon. He was buried

in a vault he had prepared in a beautiful locust

grove on the banks of the Bohemia river.” Our

readers cannot fail to appreciate the above

sketch because of its simplicity and compre-

hensiveness. It is unique in a volume of this

kind, because written from a purely religious

standpoint, and its subject is remembered not
less for his connection with the early Metho-
dists of Delaware, than for the eminent civil

services he rendered his State and Country.

®^>^^OFLAND, DR. JOHN, better known
as the “Milford Bard,” son of Isaac and

Cynthia Lofland, Milford, was born in

that town March 9th, 1798. It would

(3^ be a task we do not impose on our-

selves in a volume such as this, to do more

than suggest a life full of vicissitudes and full

of sadness, such as that of the Milford Bard.

The melancholy reflection forcing itself upon

us, that to a certain extent his torments and

sorrows were self-inflicted, and their causes,

in the popular opinion, nearly all under his

own control. He was perhaps the favorite son

of his mother, whose kind and gentle disposition

he inherited, and her fondness found his appeals

resistless, when real or fancied control of others

met him, and was distasteful to his self-will.

His temoerament and surroundings were not

favorable to the formation of a resolute

character. His career in scholarship, greatly

to the regret of his parents, was at a snail’s

pace for years. His dislike for mathematics was

from the first insurmountable, nor was his love

for the languages an enthusiasm. He tolerated

Valpy to get rid of Euclid, yet in Composition

early excelled, and in his twelfth year wrote

rhymes and gave evidence of poetical possibili-

ties. Whether from incompetent teachers or

natural dullness,he was behind most boys of his

age and opportunities, in general attainments.

Our own opinion is that he was never edu-

cated in any proper sense of that word, but

pursued through early life the mental vagaries

presenting themselves to his fancy, without

aims, either as to business or character. At
fourteen he was an omniverous reader of such

books as fell in his way or suited his tastes
;

Volney, Hume, Gibbon, Voltaire, D’Alembert

and Rosseau, were the authors who,by his own
showing, serve as way-marks to point out to

us the mental path of his indefinite youthful

career. He, however, never settled down in

the scepticism of some of these authors, but

professed to be saved by an examination of

the Scriptures on their own merits, and by the

counsels and influence of his mother. At the

age of seventeen years his schooldays were

over, and he entered the office of his cousin.
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Dr. Jas. P, Lofland. He attended lectures for

three years, at the University of Pennsylva-

nia, but in consequence of a huff or misunder-

standing with one of the professors, gave up

entering on the medical profession, and life

became to him a matter of rambling adven-

ture. During his medical studies he wrote

verses, and was known by his acquaintances

as“ The Poet.” The effusions were published in

the SaUirday Evenbig Post, and a magazine of

some pretensions published in Philadelphia,

called The Casket. Some of these were pub-

lished under the nom de pluvie of “Milford

Bard,” and by this sobriquet he became
known He made, about this time, the ac-

quaintance of Thomas IMoore, the poet, when

that gentleman was in Philadelphia, and al-

ways recurred with affectionate delight to

their intercourse. It is said too, that he also

made the acquaintance of a young lady with

whom he wished to unite his name and for-

tunes, but his writings tell the result in fre-

quent allusions of regret and disappointment.

For twenty years he was the victim of the

conjoined demons of opium and alcohol, and

during this time produced the tales and poems
by w'hich he is now remembered. He became
an honorary member of the Belle-Lettres So-

ciety of Dickinson College, of that of Wash-
ington College, Pa., and other societies of a

like character in Delaware and Maryland.

He resided for several years in Baltimore, Md.
and was the object of sympathy and atten-

tion. He spent the last years of his life in

Wilmington, being employed on the “Blue
Hen’s Chicken,” one of the most popular

newspapers ever pnbiished in the state, then

under the direction of Jeandell & Vincent. He
was the principal literary contributor to its

columns for several years. He died January

22, 1849, in the fifty-third year of his age, after

a few days illness and was buried in St.

Andrew’s Church yard in Wilmington. He
had mechanical and artistic talent, but it was
his literary work and his misfortunes, which

made the Milford Bard known and causes

him still to be remembered.

ICHARDS, JOHN EMORY, Farmer,

of North West Fork hundred, was born

May 21, 1836, at the old Richards

homestead in Sussex. His father was
(57^ John Richards, a farmer, who died at

the age of forty-seven. He married Ann P.,

daughter of Dr. John Carey, of Bridgeville.

The paternal grandfather of John E. Richards
was also named John. He married Ann Wilson,
of Maryland, and had two children, John and
Robert H. Richards. The latter was a gradu-
ate of Dickinson College, and at the time of

his death, in 1858, he was a student at Yale
Law School. John E. Richards attended the

district schools of his vicinity until seventeen,

when he was sent to the Milford Academy,
but owing to the death of his brother, he was
compelled to return and assum.e the manage-
ment of the farm. In 1855 before gaining
his majority, he began farming for himself

upon 212 acres of land, which he had purchased
from his father’s estate. He largely engaged
in the culture of fruit and was very successful.

After the death of his mother he bought the

home farm, known as “ Locust Grove,” an es-

tate of 358 acres, upon which he has an or-

chard of 2,000 trees in full bearing, but his land

is principally devoted to the growth of ce-

reals. Mr. Kichards is a practical farmer, and
by his industry and energy has succeeded in

his calling. His intelligence, integrity and
general bearing have made him a leading citi-

zen in the community. He served as a soldier

during the late war, being a member of the

Sixth Delaware Regiment. He was united in

mariiage, in 1857, to Miss Elizabeth, daughter
of Lewis N. Wright, of Sussex county. Seven
children have been born to them, of whom, five

are still living
: John, Mary Hughlett, Sallie

R., Lizzie C. and Lewis W. Richards Philip,

a farmer, near Bridgeville, and Charles F., a

well-known lawyer of Georgetown, of whom
see sketch, together with John Emory Rich-

ards, are the only living representatives of a

family of ten children.

<j|(^OSTLES, JAMES HENRY, Farmer, of

tUf a
hundred, was born near Fred-

erica, February 23, 1825. His father,

Shadrach Postles, an enterprising and

successful farmer, was born in Milford,

then Mispillion hundred, in 1801. He married

in 1823, Mrs. Sallie Spence, by whom he had

si.x children, four of whom are now living :

James H , Ellen P., wife of Garrett L. Hynson,

Zadoc, and George Law Postles. Mrs Postles

died in 1837, and !Mr. Postles was again mar-

ried in 1S40 to Mrs. Cynthia Voss, nee Davis.
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They had one child, John Wesley Postles. !

Shadrach Postles died in 1857. He was the 1

eldest son of Zadoc Postles, also a farmer of 1

the same place, who died in i8f2, at the age
i

of thirty-five. He married iMiss Nellie Parker, !

of Susse.x county, and three of their children'

grew to maturity : Shadrach, James, and Ste-

phen Postles, of Camden. The Postles in Del-

aw^are are descended from two brothers, who
emigrated from England early in colonial

|

times, and many of them have been prominent
i

citizens of the State. They have also become
very numerous in the West, especially in Ohio,

|

and the city of Columbus; many of them!
are wealthy. Mr. Postles grew up on the

i

farm, attending school in the winter, till

;

he was eighteen, after which he taught I

six years with success. In 1851 he pur-

j

chased the estate on w^hich he has since
j

resided, his wife having inherited a part. It

;

consists of 136 acres, under a high state of cul-
i

tivation, principally devoted to grain, but he

has also been very successful with fruit. Mr.

Postles has also a farm of 100 acres near Mc-
Colley’s Mills, and 120 acres besides. He is

devoted to his calling, and has become one

of the leading farmers of Kent county. He
learned civil engineering at the age of eighteen,

since which time he has been the surveyor for i

a large section of the surrounding country.

He has always kept pace, by reading and

study, with the progress of the age, and is

well informed on all the leading topics of the

day. In politics he is a Republican, and since

his boyhood has been a member of the M. E.
|

Church. He was married in 1850, to Miss Mar-
j

garet Lowber, daughter of Isaac and Sallie
j

(Williams) Davis, and has seven children
;

Albert Davis, a teacher by profession, who died

January 18, 1881, James Bell, Francis Edward,

Mary Davis, Sallie Williams, Charles and An-
nie Postles.

»

IRD, JAMES THOMAS, Retired Far-

mer,Wilmington,was born in St.George’s

hundred, April i, 1796, and w'as the only

child of Thomas and Mary (Thomas)

Bird. Mrs. Bird was the daughter of

James Thomas, a farmer of St. George’s hun-

dred and also a manufacturer of broad cloth and

fine woolen goods. She died when her son

was only two years old and her husband never

again married. He lived till 1830, reaching

his sixty-second year. He was a man of fine

proportions and great physical strength, which

he preserved till near the time of his death. He
was a farmer much in advance of his day in his

ideas and methods of agriculture. He was a very

generous and liberal man, too much so for his

own interests
;
no appeal was ever made to

him in vain. He was many years a member
and an elder in the St. George’s Presbyterian

Church. The father of Thomas was William

David Bird, a farmer and a brave soldier in

the Revolutionary war, in the Delaware line.

He kept a hotel for some years at Mount
Pleasant, in which General Washington once

spent a week with him, his army being in the

neighborhood. Mr. William D.Bird was in the

battle of Cooch's Bridge, the battle of Brandy-

wine and other engagements. He married in

1762,Ann Davies,who was born in Wales in 1734,

and came to this country with her family. They
settled on the Welsh tract near Buck’s Tavern,

now Summit Bridge. The tr.ict patented by

her father is now owned by Mr. Bird and

has never been sold. IL (.outains 22c acres.

Mrs. Ann Bird saw it in its primitive state,

with the bears, and different kinds of game,

native to the soil. She died in 1806: her hus-

band in 1783. His father, the original emigrant

from England, settled awhile in Delaware, but

afterwards removed to the southern part of

Virginia, all his family accompanying him

with the exception of this son, William David.

The old Welsh tract estate, constituted the

home farm, and upon it Mr. James T. Bird

spent his childhood and youth. He was a

delicate child and in consequence school was

attended but irregularly. At the age of eigh-

teen he commenced farming on his own ac-

count. He afterwards began purchasing land

and now owns eight fine farms. At the age of

thirty-five he removed to Newark, and in 1862

to Wilmington, where he purchased the fine

residence on the corner of Seventh and West
streets, which is still his home. He has been

truly the architect of his own fortunes, his

self-reliance, energy and character having been

remarkable from his youth, and under a favor-

ing providence have enabled him to accomplish

much for himself and others. In politics he

was an old line Whig and since the war has

been a Republican. He was a strong Union

man, deeming no sacrifice too great for his

country. Three of his sons entered the
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United States army, with which one of them,
|

Colonel Charles Bird, is still connected, and
\

is stationed at Goveinor’s Island, N. Y. He
j

was in active service through the entire period
|

of the war. Mr. James Thomas Bird was first
I

married, in 1821, to Miss Elizabeth, daughter

of Thomias and Gracie Clark. They had seven

children
;
Thomas

;
Dr. James C., Henry B.,

Susan, Louisa; Col. Charles, and William, who
resides in Salt Lake City. Mr. Bird lost his

wife iu 1840, and in 1841 married Miss Susan,

daughter of Levi Clark. By her he had one

child, Levi Clark Bird,now a prominent lawyer

of Wilmington.

^^ HARPLEY, HON. HARRY, Lawyer,

;x-State Senator and ex-President of

he City Council of Wilmington, was

born, April 4, 1847. His parents were

John and Mary Jane (Springer) Sharp-

His father was a farmer in Brandywine

hundred, living on the old original estate

deeded to the first settler, Adam Sharpley, in

1682, and who, about that time, came to this

country from Ireland. John Sharpley was ac-

cidentally killed in December, 1877, by being

thrown from a wagon. His age was sixty-four

years. His father, Esau Sharpley lived to be
j

ninety-six years of age. Mr. Harry Sharpley

was educated in the common schools of Brandy-

wine hundred, and for two winters attended
|

the school of Clarkson Taylor, in Wilmington, i

His summers were occupied with the labors of

!

the farm. In 1867 he went to the Millersville I

State Normal School of Pennsylvania, remain-
|

ing two years and graduating in 1869, from the

elementary course. He then taught a year in

Chester county, Penna., and returning to the

school, graduated in 1871, from the scientific

department. Bachelor of Science. Another

year was spent in teaching in Lancaster

county, and in 1872, he commenced the study

of law with Hon. C. B. Lore, of Wilmington.

Part of the time while pursuing his legal ;

studies he taught school in Susquehanna

county, Penna., and for a year in Delaware.
|

He was admitted to the bar in the May term,

1876, and in the fall of that year was elected

on the Democratic ticket to a seat in the State

Senate for four years, from January i, 1877. In

the Senate he was active and prominent from

the first, and in 1879, was Chairman of Com-
mittees on Revised Statutes and Education,

|

and also served on the Committee on Claims

and Printing. In .September, 1877, he com-
menced the practice of law in Wilmington, in

partnership with Mr. Harry C. Turner. This

partnership continued till March, 1879, since

which time Mr. Sharpley has practiced his

profession alone. He has always been a Demo-
crat in politics and has given much attention

to public affairs. He was elected, in Septem-
ber, 1879, President of the City Council, which

position he held until June, 1882. He is a

member of the Masonic Order, being a miem

ber of Lafayette Lodge, No. 14, A. F. and A.

M., St. Johns Chapter, No. 4, R. A. M., and

St. Johns Commandery Knights Templar.

{^^^,GLE, THOMAS MOORE, of Wil-

Yb fr
JT^ington, and ex-Sheriff of New Castle

county, was born in New Castle hun-

dred, July 14, 1813. His father. How-
's) ard Ogle, was a carpenter and builder,

and a leading citizen of his locality. He filled

the office of Justice of the Peace for seven

years, and was for four years a member of the

Levy Court of New Castle county. He died

in 1875, aged eighty-five years. He married,

in 1812, Miss Charlotte Francis, daughter of

Thomas Moore, a leading farmer of Bear Sta-

tion, New Castle county. Their five children

were : Thomas M., Benjamin Napoleon, John
Nevin, Mary, now deceased, was married to

James Draper, and after his death, to John B.

Ball
;
and Eliza, wife of Samuel T. Armstrong.

The father of Howard was Benjamin Ogle,

born in White Clay Creek hundred. He was

a successful farmer and owned considerable

real estate. He died about 1828, at sixty-six

years of age. His wife was Hannah Simpson,

and their children were : Peter, Howard and

Eliza. The last named married a Mr. McLane,
and after his death married Mr. Irwin and had

a large family. The father of Benjamin

was Thomas Ogle, who came from Eng-
land about the middle of the last century,

and settled in Delaware, obtaining a grant of

land extending five miles between the Chris-

tiana river and White Clay Creek hundred,

and a portion of it extending as far as Elk

river. He was twice married and had several

children. His brother Samuel came with him

from England and settled in Maryland. He
there became distinguished, and was at one

time Lieutenant Governor of the colony under
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Lord Baltimore. The family have always

been Presbyterians, and in politics, Jeffersonian

Democrats. Ivlr. Ogle was educated in the

schools of Christiana, in which place he lived

from 1S15 to 1833. In the latter year his

father remov^ed to Delaware City, where he

lived till his death. Mr. Ogle learned the

trade of his father, which he followed till 1857.

He removed to Christiana Bridge in the fall of

1841, and resided there till ,1856. He has al-

ways taken a deep interest in politics and has

been active in the affairs of his party. He
was Tax Collector for New Castle hundred

for the years 1846 and ’47, and in 1849

appointed Justice of the Peace, which office he

resigned after holding it three years. In 1856

he was elected Sheriff of New Castle county,

and discharged the duties of that office greatly

to the satisfaction of the people and to liis

own credit, till November, 1858. He then re-

moved to a farm in New Castle hundred, where

he followed agriculture till 1867, at which

time he came to Wilmington and engaged in

the auction business. In 1873 he was ap-

pointed, by Governor James Ponder, Recorder

of Deeds for New Castle county, for the term

of five years, which office he ably and success-

fully administered, resuming the auction busi-

ness, in which he was engaged, till 1881. He
has always been popular and influential in his

party, enjoying the confidence and esteem of

all who know him. Mr. Ogle was married?

March 17, 1836, to Miss Tabitha Nevin Stroup,

daughter of Uriah and Sarah (Brown) Stroup.

Hers was an old and honorable family of

White Clay Creek hundred, of which place she

is a native. Six children of this union are liv-

ing, one son. Dr. Howard Ogle, of Wilming-
ton, and five daughters : Charlotte, Virginia,

Laura Gertrude, Ella Euphemia, wife of Jacob
S. Clark, of the firm of Clark & Brothers, Bal-

timore
;
Julia Emma and Agnes Evalene, wife

of Maxwell Ocheltree, of Chester, Penna.

t
IDGELY, HENRY, M. D., President of

the Farmers Bank of Dover, was born

in that place. April 15. 1817. He is

the third president of this bank, his fa-

ther, Henry M. Ridgely, having been

the first, and his father-in-law, Jonathan Jen-

kins, the second. He was prepared for college

at Dwight’s Gymnasium, New Haven, Ct.,

after which he pursued the usual four years’

course at St. Mary’s College,' Mel., and gradua-

ted with honor. He then commenced the

study of medicine with Dr. Samuel Randolph,

of Philadelphia, and in the autumn of 1836 en-

tered the University of Pennsylvania, from

which he graduated M. D., in 1839. had
been his strong desire to engage as Surgeon
in the naval service of the United States, and
he yielded only with great reluctance to the

persuasions of his uncle, Chancellor Ridgely,

to remain at home, and give his attention to

other business. Thus induced he has devoted

his life principally to agriculture and has be-

come a large land-owner. In 1843, he became
a director in the Farmers Bank of Dover, and

in 1846, was elected the President. To this

office he has now' given thirtj’-six years

of faithful and efficient service. The history

of that bank contained in this volume was
w'ritten by Dr. Ridgely. He was one of the

first to subscribe towards the building of the

Delaware railroad, and was one of the few

persons from Dover who subscribed $48,000

low cuds its completion, .at the first meeting

held in Milford for the furtherance -of this

object. He was one of its first board of direc-

tors from Dover until i866. During the year

preceding the notable peach suits against the

Delaware railroad took plac-e. Though so

deeply interested in, and prominently identi-

fied with, the road, and having large financial

interests at stake, he yet believed the peach

growers had been wronged, and did not hesi-

tate to advance money to prosecute their

claims against the corporation. In this prose-

cution he was relied upon as a principal wit-

ness; the result being that the suit w'as decided

against the company, and a complete reform

in its methods was insured. y\s might be ex-

pected, Dr. Ridgely was not re-elected to the

board in 1866, yet to him the town of Dover is

principally indebted for the passing of the rail-

road through its limits, the first route surveyed

by the company, having passed the capital of

the State three miles distant. This is only one

of many advantages for which his native town

is indebted to him. In 1873 the Citizens

Building and Loan Association was organized

with Dr. Ridgely as its President, and a new

impetus was given to the growth and improve-

ment of the place. Through the agency of

this, the parent organization, and others

springing from it, $150,00x3 has been loaned



aflAW^A.j5cj %o YMoramC»AWAa?a IQ T»OT«Ja
.

i>«« . h»^ avarf ynm«» >HT .yiofnijlita. bioj
s»fl b^;./i5mnK»3 ftwh tJi --ctuH ciilw {J9j n,od

1V1 .i4»v<- :/ti3tbiMulo yUi« sdj a! b»^854»b> «cw algO iM RJ^rsomsa
-n> ntf»'j34 t xlj 0, ^tts MifiltMno br/U o»/q J^:^ul/^^ ai maJuJitiiHD )o ^loodoe
n-.fl iintvhftanyfr tx.Ji i>id ivay ^rfJ nl ,£t8i of £i8»«motJ
uif tl i^Sii m. U.V. lr*j«.itwTa ad diidw :-b4 iiydw ,yjO aie/ztiaa o7 b^vomai
no^2n*d a* oj a^rK- ib sns.il% fT'.4iW adl ban*!*^ algO ,iJ4 ..riisab aid HU bavil
bM* ,cWtB3€ UimU sdj lr> osiviv- »»} ,t?«» »ij bawoIldJ jMf daidw ,todlia eldlo SbaU

"'i''”
* ’S'**'® oi b>-/oiw.DH

yZbiJL x tt^•>^i:r^J ^hfw lo »Rd IH} ytadJ bablasi bn* .i^8l
. ; u J/taJJc «d :,VJJ bf».; amort rnBmoi oJ zed J>tt« sj.jikxi at U9io$ni qaab a eyaw
buJo- ,1, .rt K .:.aJmJ eudT ra.trifti,d aadl6>H .yliaq «i,i jrfj ni aviJa* uaad
-Ml ?..! . ,j|* oJ yUwrbftf-rq anl eid

' ba'ibnud aUsaD waW iol lonaUoO xeT asvr
d - nl .:>atmo-bncla3.7x.i r.rfKij

, aew <^fSj ni bna .Xi-' bua d#.8i ziaay iolbut ,7ov<.a >od.;*>d ^ 3rtj n. lojomtb ii f,9tf ^urfh rijltfw ad^o aaiJ^o^ !>aln3oqq«
>.n» .>T .inahi.^.I :„|j b^ioab ;>ev/ ,>fti .tL'eV-j «!, sa^rtj Ji ^nddod ia/)a ban^wt
&if-a; r-yrart; na»rtg «on ati/l an j>;?Tiio

. -
sytrtj Ji god)

.vJnuea waM ^IJ^hadS balaata zaw ad.* ^ TVijra nj *ii 17<)& e£W 9nyiu Mrt nrtT. inahr^a bfuJuJdjiel yIj43Tw ^^kdio^adj k> aaiJub adJ baaiadaal^

!h
o) bo> Mf, lo noilMlailM orfj-oi

Irtj V N I

^ .tadmavoMllii .Jiba^^owo3* 1o smblju.) ,(.1 , „r,vol -jdiHadus oj j?iS| ,„,lw ,bo,bn,id olifoO w,'/. „i mwl i oi bovom
.btod.a. omwolaOidjid.,/ Je .^as, ||i, oio,u,,hs. bowoUol k

lw»«SM bw 0«>3nimliW o> =m« od =mi»
^ i

. ,|io*

j

hifll- ir 1 i'l. -wow . a. I

zaaaUod noitaae adJ

,lh t« bw*d j»,»^, lo one «•«..« .Miidb! n.«J: j,d,<,ioV,x<n«'M »li«3 wbH id abaooS

Oi 1 ’“f
ao'Oiraq -iiutf noijjre odi gnimnsji ,b»io)«ioirabt qllul

IT. .‘T'"’
=H ..88V:-IB» .b.8<V» »» -t'dbWi.

Win^nb ^ „f kijiui/lto, h«r. idoooq nood tv.nv,lj, e.d

riic-o «h‘h''
biia btoisi.i ,rt:,w b-,n lo ,nj5jj^ ojnobflnoj »d» gniqoino ,<Ji«q

.TdT^fiibbTTi
"" ’« .odd wood odw S

.11,1, ol "'
C

dviU,n,t,idoT «iM ol .deS. ,i. di„I|

-«T,o~‘,T,';;, ‘. “'•'..qboii2(„„oia) d«2 ba*ri«!,U1o‘iMd3aili,»o.q.,l,„i ...o„r..oq,oo id, anal? 'lo '{llmra oWsionort, boc bio no eow raH

'

nil OI bi!o- i5.3, loV'rt*".
.ollblwilD moldsiMb ova bnc.,nod

.• ,1 , ,

i ’ ' ,{.

'

‘ dol^ looJiii ,,£1010.1^03 bII3 .obuiJtoO ciuoiI

iovavitdz tijaoT uift p*-rJi - r rf*
^

i

d>«« *mni3l fiUul ; siomit

lo ierIriAa ydf h%-/ui
»' • ^

^
b^ot - .finfro’i <75}asri'> 1«> .a^wibdaO iJ»wx«Mloio yrfi ^nivad r^n'AUfrio;/ yd

,
.

-

...

»no yfnv«ztdr .fncMbssJihi ^rfj loinabisig'il »,<3 .Irt .YJHOai
^ ^

mvoi avtjidn ?M riaiil-// iol za^iaJfifiVbdv yoem lo myd z£,v^,iavoa lo'rfn^ «iann£5J, adj.znasUO 3dj nl ^uid oi b^idibni at ai aH IhqA ^aaefq j«di '^Tyf
V ..tnogio aav/ notisowaaA n/ioJ bnn ^^ibliyE -£l zid .dnuBd a-dU to indbi^MQ lnid7 ada ,wan r. bne ,lnabtza-,q «» jui ylashfi^./iCf i!iw naad gnWiid M vwaH
-a/oiqnnhnd,djv,oi2 v^ -na( #irf bn« JeiB aril

aaari;o br»x^ ,no»Jcx:iu3iv ai(j ,mo«i;nmyO i’arisrwa 1«joaal na^ tx30,cjg^^ ,i, njod Jgnfs.riiqtt _ hk,! Itu^« aril banrtuq ad dairiw

V.







BIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT. 425

for building purposes In the borough, and its

beauty and prosperity have been greatly ad-

vanced. Since 1864 he has been a director of,

the Kent County Mutual Fire Insurance Co. In
^

politics he has always been a conservative

Democrat with, however, a great distaste for ;

political life and position. Though repeatedly
1

urged he would never accept the nomination
|

for the gubernatorial office, yet where patri-
;

otism or duty demanded he has not hesitated I

to serve Ins State and country. He was in 1856 a

delegate to the National Convention in Cincin-

nati, which nominated James Buchanan for the

Presidency, and was appointed by the Legisla-

ture a member of the Peace Congress of 1861.

He has for many years been a communicant of

the Protestant P'piscopal Church, in which he

fills the office of vestryman. He was m.arried

in November, 1843, Miss Virginia E.,

daughter of Jonathan Jenkins, prominent in

the Society of Friends, and a well known and

honored citizen of Kent county. Of the four

children of this marriage only one survives

;

Ruth Anna, wife of Richard Harrington, law-

yer, ofDover, and son ofthelate distinguished

Chancellor Harrington.

IDGELY, EDWARD, Attorney at Law,

son of Hon. Henry M. and Sarah (Ban-

P ning) Ridgely, was born in Dover,where

he now resides, Jan. 30, 1831. His early

education was carefully conducted, and

he was afterwards sent to St. Mary’s College

in Wilmington, graduating in 1850, at the age

of nineteen. Commencing his legal studies in

the office of Hon. M. W. Bates, he attended the

Law School at Yale College for one year, and

was admitted to practice in the spring of 1853,

since which time he has been engaged in his

native town in the active duties of his pro-

fession. He has taken part in all the important

cases in his county, and acting as Chancellor

ad litem in a case involving a large amount of

moneyj his decision was affirmed by the Court

of Errors and Appeals, with a hi^jhly compli-

mentary recognition of his learning and talents.

It was his desire to avoid public office, but up-

on his inauguration Gov. Burton appointed

him Secretary of State, in which position he

served with great credit to himself, and ad-

vantage to the people. Since 1857 be has been

a director of the Farmers Bank of Dover,

having first been appointed a State director,

54

and afterwards was elected by the stockhold-

ers. During the four years since its organiza-

tion he has been^ a member of the Board of

Education of Dover. He was made a Mason
in i860 in the Dover Lodge No. 7, A. Y. M.
Since 1859 he has been a vestryman of Christ’s

Church, Protestant Episcopal. Mr. Ridgely

was married, June 22, 1859, to Miss Elizabeth

F., daughter of William H. J. Comegys, of

Dover, and has four children
;
Harriet M.,

Edward Du Pont, Sarah Banning, and Henry
Ridgely. Mr. Ridgely is a man of the highest

character and ability, and one of the most em-

inent lawyers and jurists of the State.

AVIS, ROBERT HENRY, Capitalist

and ex-Treasurer of the State,was born
I-'; S;\\

|j

in Cedar Creekhundred, Sussex county,

March 23, 1824. He was the second

(x/ son of Thomas Davis, of whom an ac-

count is previously given. He passed his child-

hood and youth on the “Gravel Ford” farm,

attending the schools of the neighborhood

until hk fourteenth year, when he was sent to

the Milford Academy, and later attended for

one year the Academy at Milton. At the age

of twenty-one he engaged in teaching, which

he followed for four years, after which he re-

turned to the farm on which he had passed his

earlier life, and devoted himself to agriculture

until 1871. He purchased another farm in ad-

dition, and in i860 set out about 2,000 peach

trees. His venture being attended with great

success, he gradually enlarged his orchard till

he had 8,000 trees in full bearing. He also

set out large numbers of pear trees, but with

these he was not successful. Mr. Davis was

reared in the faith of the old Whig party,

with which he acted while it had an existence,

after which he connected himself with the

Democratic party. In 1866 he was elected to

the Legislature
;
making a most popular and

efficient member. In 1871 he was elected by

the Legislature to the office of Treasurer of

the State, and unanimously re-elected in 1873.

While in this office he earned ahigh reputation

for his management of the public funds,

greatly reducing the public debt, and he

was the first treasurer who, after the

war, was able to meet to any extent

the liabilities incurred by that struggle.

On assuming the duties of this position he re-

tired from his farm and took up his residence
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in his present beautiful home in South Milford.

;

He married, January lO, 185O, Miss Anna J.,

daughter of Hon. George Frame, a prominent

citizen of Sussex county. Mr. and i'drs. Davis

have had nine children, eight of whom are

living
;
Hetty L., Thomas Davis, A. M., a

graduate of Delaware College, and a lawyer in
;

Wilmi ngton
;
George Frame,- also a graduate!

of the same college
;
Annie J., a graduate of,

St. Mary’s Hall, Burlington, N. J.; Mary E.
;

Nathaniel W.; Theresa O., deceased
;
Robert

P., and Cora B. Davis.

^c^SOCHRAN, JOHN P., ex-Governor of

Delaware, was born in Appoquinimink

hundred, February 7, 1809. He is of

(^fv Scotch-Irish lineage, his ancestors llav-

<£) ing settled first in Maryland, from

whence they removed to Delaware. He was

brought up to the labors of the farm with but

limited opportunities of education, and from his

seventeenth to his twenty-sixth year was en-

gaged in mercantile pursuits. He then re-

turned to farming, in which he has been

very successful. The patrimony he inherited

was very moderate, but by industry, energy

and marked business ability, he has become

one of the largest land holders and one of

the most prominent agriculturists in the

State. He was always an ardent Democrat

and active in politics. For two terms, from

1838 to 1846, he was a member of the Levy
Court of New Castle county. His name h'ad

often been prominently mentioned for the

office of Governor, but it was not until 1874

that he consented to be a candidate. The
campaign of this year was exceptional,

and excited more than usual interest. A
Centennial Governor was to be elected

and New Castle claimed the right and honor

of furnishing the nominee. For nearly forty

years no New Castle candidate had been Gov-

ernor of the State. Moreover the nomination

of Horace Greeley in 1872, had proved- disas-

trous to the Democratic party of Delaware,

and had given the presidential election of that

year to the Republicans, for the first time

since the war. It was felt that only the best

nominations could retrieve the fortunes of the

party, and it was conceded that either Victor

DuPont, of Wilmington, or John P. Cochran,

of Middletown, must be the nominee. The for-

mer declining, Mr. Cochran was presented to

the convention and, after a sharp and ex-

citing contest with the supporters of John W.
Hall from Kent county, was unanimously nomi-

nated, and afterwards elected by one of the

largest majorities ever given in the State. He
proved loyal to the trust reposed in him and dis-

charged the duties of his high office with dig-

nity, ability and courage. Especially in the exer-

cise of the pardoning power he displayed unus-

ual firmness and courage, and in his appoint-

ments to office, faithfully adhered to his inau-

gural pledge to select ‘'only honest,capable and

zealous public servants.” As a citizen of New
Castle county, he believed that his county was
entitled to an increase of legislative represen-

tation m.ore in accord with its population and

resources, and strongly presented and urged

her claims. As an opponent of railroad sub-

sidies he resolutely and successfully combatted
all schem.es to augment the State indebted-

ness, imperil the State credit, and overtax the

people by further loans in behalf of such pro-

jects. At all times he exerted his influence in

favor of retrenchment, but was at the same

time progressive and public spirited. Several

measures of great public benefit distinguished

his administration, among them the present

improved public school system, a great reduc-

tion of taxation, and the payment, notwith-

standing, of more than one-fourth of the State

indebtedness. His long business career and
social prominence made him generally ac-

quainted with the people and their varied in-

terests, and also endowed him with a ripe

experience and trained judgment, that made
his administration most useful and popular.

Ex-Governor Cochran is a man of fine per-

sonal appearance, dignified presence and affable

manner. He has been twice married, and has

several children, leading agriculturists of his

neighborhood, near Middletown, in the midst

of their large and influential family connection,

and in the centre of the most prosperous and
flourishing agricultural and peach growing

district in Delaware.

EWTON, ALBERT O., Retired Mer-
and Farmer of St. George’s, was born in

Ale.xandria, Va., October 26, 1805.
^ His parents were William Newton, of

the firm of Ricketts and Newton, mer-

chants of the above city, and Jane Barr

(Stewart) Newton, daughter of William
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Stewart of New Castle county, Del. Wil-
|

Ham Stewart lived on tiie farm now occupied
;

by Thomas Bird in Red Lion hundred. The
|

other sons of Mr. and i\Irs. William Newton
’

were Commodore John Thomas Newton, Lieu-
^

tenant Edwin Barr Newton, Lieutenant Henry
|

C. Newton of the United States Navy, Cap-
|

tain William Stuart Newton, of the United

States Army, Hon. Thomas W^illoughby New-
ton, the first Whig ever elected to Con-

gress from the State of Arkansas, Fenwick

A. Newton of Kentucky, and J. Monroe New-
ton, the only surviving brother of the subject

of our sketch, now a retired merchant and

resident of the city of Baltimore. Mr. Albert

O. Newton well remembers many of the events

of the last war with England, the stealing by

the British of large quantities of flour and

tobacco from his father and other merchants

of Alexandria, and he also witnessed the burn-

ing of the Capitol at W^ashington city by the

English troops in 1814. After the death of

his parents he came, at the age of thirteen, to

reside m Delaware with his uncle by marriage,

the late Dr James M. Sutton, at St. Georges.

In 1822 he went to Matanzas, Cuba, where he

entered as a clerk the counting house of Latt-

ing, Adams & Stewart, in addition to which

duties, he the same year, was appointed Vice

Consul of the United States by the then Consul,

Francis Adams
;
holding this office until after

the death of Mr. Adams and the appointment
of his successor, Lewis Shoemaker of Phila-

delphia. in 1827. About this time the late

W. H. Aspinwall, then a clerk with G. G^ and
S. Howland of New York, made his first ad-

venture as a shipping merchant, and sent to

Mr. Newton’s consignment, a small schooner

laden with an assorted cargo, with orders to

sell and reload the vessel with coffee and fruit,

which was done satisfactorily, and afterwards
|

Mr. Aspinwall becoming a partner of the firm

of Howland and Aspinwall, the commercial in-

tercouse continued until and after Mr. Newton
|

became a partner of the Spanish firm of Louis
|

Martinez & Co. of Havana and of Martinez, Sar-

gent and Newton of Matanzas. After a stay

of eleven years Mr. Newton left the Island of

Cuba,and made his residence in Shelbyville Ky.
with his brother Thomas VV. Newton who had

|

married the daughter of Ex-Governor Allen,
j

of that State. At that time Miss Mary Tod,
i

who afterwards became the wife of President
!

Lincoln, was an intimate and particular friend

of the family. In 1834 Mr. Newton received

the appointment of Secretary and Treasurer

to the Lexington and Ohio Railroad Com-
pany, which office he held till 1839, when he

married IMiss Julia Ann, daughter of William

J. Hurlock, of St. George’s, Del., and removed
to Little Rock, Arkansas, as a partner in the

firm of Bertrand & Co. After the death of

his wife’s mother, in [840, they came to reside

permanently in Delaware, and he engaged in

farming till 1852. He was elected, in 1851, to

the Legislature of the State, in the next ses-

sion of which he was instrumental in the pas-

sage of the Delaware railroad bill, as without

his vote the bill would not have passed the

House. In 1853 he engaged largely in mer-

chandizing and in purchasing grain for George
W. Cummins, of Smyrna. In 1870 he was
again elected to the Legislature, in which as

before, he served ably and faithfully. In 1875

at the solicitation of friends, he permitted the

use of his name as a candidate for the office of— u..<- v> r,i^L
y

L^UL J H H X. ^ In t- -

r- ^ • ***o

.successful candidate, Mr. Newton zealously

supported him and had the satisfaction of see-

ing the ticket succeed against the opposing

party. The only child of Mr. and Mrs. New-
ton is William H. Newton, an attorney-at-

law, in San Francisco, California.

JJ^OORE, REV. JACOB, was born in

Sussex county Oct. 15, 1791. His father

Elzey Moore, born Oct. 1750, had

lived in that primitive agricultural

community during the latter half of

the last century. He bore towards his neighbors

something of the patriarchal relation, both in

his commanding and venerable appearance, and

.n the sturdy integrity and moral elevation,

\vhich were his most striking characteristics.

Elzey Moore had married Jemima Hearn, a

woman of like character,though of delicate con-

stitution. They had a family of eleven children,

the oldest of whom was Jacob, the subject of

this sketch. He was early converted and be-

came a Methodist itinerant minister, in the days

when thus to serve the Lord was to encounter

toil and hardships of no common order. He
was a thorough student, being in the habit

of carrying books in his saddle-bags and

studying as he traveled on horse-back. In

this way he was said to have acquired a
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a thorough knowledge of the Greek language. '

With a character moulded by the early train-
,

ing of a pious home and chastened by the life
,

of self-abnegation and sacrifice which was the

lot of the Methodist ministers of that day, i

he literally gave himself to the Lord. In

season and out of season, careless of the de-

mands of health, indifferent to fatigue, he pur-

sued his sacred calling, much of his time being

spent in the saddle. The extent and hard-

ship of such service can be inferred from the

fact that at one time he was presiding elder of

a district embracing all the western half of

the State of New Jersey. Mr. Moore was a

man of great personal piety and preached

with great power. Some of his sermons pub-

lished in the Methodist Magazine indicate rhat

he was a robust thinker. At one time during

the session of Conference when his character

came up to be passed, his independence of

thought and expression was brought under

discussion but was held not sufficient to

amount to heresy. The constant strain cf

such a life told upon a not robust constitution
;

he died April i8, 1828 at the house of Hon. M.

W. Bates whom he was visiting. Mr. Moore
was married April 22, 1820, to Mary Jones, who
died March 22, 1822, leaving one child, who,

after the death of his father, was adopted by

Hon. Martin W. Bates, and known as Daniel

Moore Bates, afterwards Chancellor of Dela-

ware. Mr. Moore subsequently married Anna
M. Anderson, September 12, 1826, who had

also one child, Edward Anderson Moore,- who
was a member of the bar at Chestertown, Md.

AYARD, HON. THOMAS FRANCIS,
LL. D., United States Senator from

Delaware, the second and only surviv-

ing son of James Asheton and Anne
(Francis) Bayard, was born in Wil-

mington, October 29, 1828. An account of

his ancestry has already been given. His boy-

hood was spent in Delaware until he reached

the age of thirteen, when he went to the

school of Rev Dr. Francis L. Hawks, at

Flushing, Long Island. His father removed

to New York in 1843, as a wider field for the

practice of his profession, and where also

he had a daughter married to August

Van Cortlandt Schermerhorn. This lady,

however, dying, and Mr. Bayard’s health be-

ginning to fail, he returned to Delaware. Dur-

ing the residence of his father in New York,

young Bayard entered the mercantile house

of his brother-in-law, Mr. Schermerhorn, and

applying himself to his duties with zeal and

intelligence, laid the foundation of that sound

and thorough 'knowledge of business, and that

clear, practical grasp of all subjects connected

with trade and finance, which have been so

marked a feature in his career as a statesman.

His business training was afterwards continued

in the house of S. Morris Wain, in Philadelphia,

where he remained until he reached the age of

twenty. At this time the death of his elder

and only brother drew him back to his par-

ents in Delaware, where he entered upon the

study of the law, and was admitted to the bar

in 1851, assisting his father in his practice.

I

His marked ability was early recognized, and

I

in 1853 he was appointed United States At-
' torney for Delaware, but resigned the office

I

the following year and removed to Philadel-

i

phia, where he associated himself in his legal

practice v.'ith his friend, William Shippen. In

1858, Mr. Shippen dying, he returned to Wil-

mington. Besides his regular professional

business, he was selected by many of his nu-

merous kindred for trusts, executorships, and

the management of involved estates
;
and

i in this way a great mass cf business

which he could not delegate to others,

has been thrown upon him. During all his

life he has been one of the hardest workers in

i

any business or profession. In June, 1861,

after the breaking out of the war, hopes being

still entertained by many of a peaceful accom-

I dation, a peace meeting of citizens was held

I at Dover. Mr. Bayard was one of the

speakers, and his speech, it was alleged by

many, saved Delaware from secession. A
strong Democrat, as was also his father, and

always much interested in political matters, he

had scarcely taken any prominent part in

them till his election to succeed his father in

the Senate. On the 4th of March, 1869,

both father and son were Senators, the term of

the latter beginning at noon of the day

when that of the former expired. At once he

became one of the most active and laborious

members of that body. He was on the side

of the small conservative minority, who could

do little in controlling legislation, but there

was much effective work he could do on com-

mittees; and on matters not of a party char-
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acter his voice was often heard with effect, as

it always was with attention. His modera-

tion, urbanity and dignity of manner, and his

personal character won him general esteem

and the respect of his opponents. In 1875

he was again elected to the Senate. In 1877

he received the honorary degree of LL. D.

from Harvard College, and delivered an elo-

quent address before the Phi Beta Kappa

Society, of which he is an honorary mem-
ber, the subject being “Unwritten Law.” In

the Senate, in 1880, he w'as Chairman of the

Committee on Finance, and member of the

Committee on the Judiciary. Returning, No-

vember II, 1879, from a visit to Europe, he

was welcomed by his fellow citizens with a

public reception which called together one of

the largest assemblages ever collected in Wil-

mington. Men of all parties joined in welcom-

ing him, aud in testifying their personal re-

spect and their appreciation of his services

to his country. He made a brief address,

such the occasion and circumstances

might well excite, feelingly reverting to the

fact that they were his fellow townsmen,,

and had known him from childhood, therefore

this testimonial possessed a double value as

an endorsement of his life and character. Mr.

Bayard came before the country wdth great

prominence as the probable Democratic candi-

date, for President, in 1880. For many months
previous to the nominating Convention, held

at Cincinnati, in June of that year, his name
was discussed in the journals of his party with

so much favor that a very large portion of the

Democracy throughout the whole country

was very anxious for his nomination. He
had the gratification of receiving in the con-

vention, with that of several other of the

States, the vote of his native commonwealth.
He was married in October, 1856, to Louisa,

daughter of Josiah Lee, a well known banker

of Baltimore, and has three sons and six

daughters living. In his family life he is ex-

ceedingly plain and domestic, living in sum-
mer in Wilmington, and in Washington in

the winter. His summer home is a fine, old-

fashioned mansion on the outskirts of Wil-

mington, once the property of Col. S. B. Davis.

A newspaper correspondent writes, “No one
is more popular in Washington society than
Mr. Bayard, and adding to his genial, manly
qualities a thorough knowledge’of French, he

|

is one of the most sought after of our public

men at the dinners and receptions of the dip-

lomatists who make their residence here. He
lives, however, the life of a very simple repub-

lican gentlemen, with good taste, and unos-

tentatiously.” He was again elected to the

U. S. Senate in 1881, and is now serving his

third term in that body.

OLK, WILLIAM, late of Odessa, was

aMR born in 1781, in Nanticoke hundred,

Sussex county, and was the second son

of John Polk, a farmer, whose wife was
Amenia, daughter of John Hirst, of the

same county His father being in moderate cir-

cumstances he received only limited scho.d ad-

vantages. After attaining his majority he kept a

small grocery on the home farm, of which, also,

he took charge, his father having removed to

another place. While there, in 1809, he mar-

ried Eliza, daughter of Purnell Tatman, and

sister of Charles Tatman, President of the

Odessa National Bank. 'I'he tollowing year

he kept a store in St. Georges, and in 1816, at

Pigeon Run, where, also, he rented and worked
a mill, and carried on a farm till 1816. He
then bought a farm and kept a store for one

year, at Oldtown near Chesapeake City, Cecil

county, Md., and in 1817 removed to Cant-

well’s bridge, now Odessa, where he remained

permanently. He carried on there a large mer-

cantile business and became an extensive pur-

chaser and shipper of grain and whatever else

that section produced. As he increased in

wealth, he purchased vessels for the transpor-

tation of his products to market, bought ex-

tensive tracts of land, and by good judgment
^

enterprise and prudence, amassed a handsome

fortune. His wife died in 1816, at Old Town,

Md., leaving three children
;
Cyrus, Eliza, and

Charles Tatman Polk. The daughter married

Hon. John P. Cochran, afterwards Governor of

the State. She died in 1859, leaving several

children. In December, 1825, Mr. Polk mar-

ried Mrs Margaret, widow of John T. Cochran

and daughter of Samuel Pennington of Odessa.

Only one child of that marriage survived; Julia,

now the wife of David J. Cummins, President

of the Smyrna National Bank. Mr. Polk re-

tired from business in 1839, and died. May 3,

1852. He was greatly esteemed as a man and

a citizen.
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w
;UKENS, ISAIAH, M. D., of Wil-

,

mington, is the eldest child of Joseph

^ L. Lukens, a farmer of ivlontgomery

county, Ta., who died in 1876, in his

90th year,and of Susanna, his wife.daugn-

ter of Joshua Paul, of Bucks county, in the

same State. She lived to her 76th year, and

after their long married life they now rest to-

gether in the Friends’ burial ground in Plor-

sham, Montgomery county. They had six

children, of whom only four are now living.

The family were always Friends and emi-

grated from Wales to the Colony of Pennsyl-

vania early in its history. Dr. Lukens was

educated in schools of his denomination in

Burlington and Hatborough, and after com-

mencing the study of medicine in his native

county, attended three courses of Lectures in

the University of Pennsylvania, graduating in

1848. He practiced his profession for a short

time in Philadelphia, and for six years in

Montgomery county,taking the place of his for-

mer medical preceptor. Dr. G. Y. Jones,who had

been elected to the Senate of the state. His

health failing under his arduous labors he sought

its restoration in travel, and visited all the West-

ern States, after which he was for nearly two

years engaged in practice in Cleveland, O.

In 1855 he settled in Philadelphia. Always an

enthusiast in his profession, to every branch of

which he gave diligent attentioii, he became
convinced in the course of bis studies of the

truth of homoeopathy, and adopting its princi-

ples in the above year, was made a professor in

the Pennsylvania Medical University, in which

for six years he was lecturer on minor surgery.

In 1868 he had the misfortune to lose, by fire,

his instruments, library and dwelling with its

furniture, after which he removed to the out-

skirts of Newport, Del., where he had a most

pleasant place, twenty acres of land with

handsome residence and out buildings. Here

he was engaged in agriculture and an increas-

ing practice till 1881, when he resigned his

business there to his eldest son, Dr. Joseph

Paul Lukens, and came to Wilmington, hop-

ing to find a less laborious field. Dr. Lukens

was very active in the old Whig party, and is

now a pronounced Republican. He is a man
of positive convictions, but very gentlemanly

in their expression, always courteous and libe-

ral toward those of opposite views on what-

ever subject. He was married in 1841 to Miss

Rachel, daughter of John Murray, of his native

county. The only child of this marriage is now
the wife of Dr. Samuel Wolverton, of Trenton,

N. J. Losing his wife in 1854, he married, the

following year. Miss Hannah Hutchings, of

Virgil, Courtlandt county, N. Y., by whom he

has five children.

^^OWLAND, HENRY AUGUSTUS
aj' :;i Farmer, near Middletown., was born six

miles from his present residence, at
y ^ 1 C/ ^ ^

Nowland Place, on the Bohemia River,

March 6, 1838. The founder of the

family in America was Desmond Nowland,
who came from Ireland, about 1680, and settled

near the Warwick Catholic Church. The prop-

erty he patented has always remained in the

possession of his descendants, and is now
owned by Mr. Alfred C. Nowland, uncle of

the subject of this sketch. The father and

grandfather of the latter were born on this

property. His grandfather, Dennis James
Nowland, the fifth in descent from the

founder, was a farmer, an Episcopalian, and

died in 1807. His wife, Mary.Mansfield (Foard)

Nowland, was born, January 19, 1777, and

they were married, October 3, 1795. Remark-
able portraits of them both are in the posses-

sion of Mr. Henry A. Nowland. The father of

the last named, Augustus James Nowland,

was also a farmer, and was born in 1800. In

1849 he moved with his family to Kent
county, Md. He was a man of great gen-

erosity, and widely respected for his integ-

rity and high sense of honor. He was a mem-
ber of the Episcopal church, and died, Febru-

ary 5, 1879. He married Mary, daughter of

Henry and P'rancina (Wirt) Sluyter. Her

grandfather was Harry Sluyter. This family

was founded by Dr. Peter Sluyter, who came

from Amsterdam, Holland, in 1683. and set-

tled on Bohemia Manor. He was the founder

of the colony of Labadists, previously noticed

in this work. His large estate lay on the west

side of Mill Creek, extending from the present

St.Augustine Church to the Bohemia river. Of

this, his nephew, Henry Sluyter, by purchase

or otherwise, became sole possessor in 1716,

and the descendant of the last named in the

fifth generation, Benjamin F'letcher Sluyter,

is now the owner of this extensive property.

Mr. Henry A. Nowland was educated in the

common schools, and entered Washington



to Yaoraui

9>^iuji »ld >o ,\(STti/#M «u/a(ij .Ivihi-ff

i-fM t{ 9^«huoi *-iHi Vo bi^fd yfoo sdT -.^Kiijoo

V .n.'rmv ik>W t'ji>m4pd i'l o- jiH f/ oHs

-liW- Vo „a K
T

bi

vi»>rionlna24 lo TDfBMLi a j,9tt'sAuJ

.HAIA2I
I

Vu LiWs Jiobia »rt> «| .riof^fwor ilA«)

cn »d n. m( gMjiaJ ,.»t ni baib t;dw .Ij
V*' r»J|rtidykiH vf:nQe}i >^U «*v'C ;.”riau«ij,itiw4id.«iin«yit folmfij,ic^^ E
>ui fpo,lv J,i X ,¥jnuoa ibrmiixuoD JijpiV - odi iu ,^ir.«ao oi4>uk lo Apibofvo'ioi-* * j

* o^a-eml IboA ,-»£T( tart ot bovil iita .yu^iha i,l

-vJ y/«n v?dl ?liU bah-ifirn.^no/ iT?kt’iafU
| J

-i«»H ni hutnt'T^ JiiiTud •^baail’i VdJ ni lodJoS
'Mi bid ><3iIT ,’<?nM03 >^ian)o^Jfio!*^ .msile -T
.griivil wan aifi luo^ yino niodw lo .rsiLlido

-utio imjj ebnaii'^ ^ycvLc oiow {iiori^ ariT
4’'<-fcrtna'i la ynoioIV adi oj ealfiW rnojil bauig
«ew anadotj .tQ .yidJeld el< nl yl\£9rcin&v
til no<jenf(non*t> sid Vo ai^oiioe ni-boiaouba
-iijivj bnc ,d8tJ?70i;jlaH bn£ no^^nihuff

5UT<iUO'JA VJiy.HH •Q-'AJV/Ol^
>.;? mod 24. v/" ,/i *’oJ>iub.*i^ ii.jfi ,iami5.'’t

£. ,J3n?bi»37 JrtifO’uj aM tuoV coHw
,T5/j'd 4»l^‘.'do>l .’ 0 no t>nij(wa>l

3i*J Vj latrint;! ^dl jfc|8i ,0 doisid

,bnslv.f»Vl bnom«3<! *jii»rnA »{ vlimi.1

biljja^ bnr. o8«)» juvrl^, ^.bncla-tl mo A a^nua oi(VS^

•qo-i*} 'jii'T n*. Jud D 4i[cil3*0 A»iv« vW odi xuva
.'/li ni baftrifnai ayf/zAjii^^cfi bjfansicq ^t{ '^pty if'f'sien <ijf| ni oniVibaw-lo ybuJa udi snbnacn

I .1. ' I \ . r . I . .MOTT nf b.'jfc ,ainf:bfnu?/>b tUi Ip .ooiw'O'-.eOq

lo alrifin (bnj&lwo*^ ,D LaiifA .if/; y<j bsowo
>ii aaqpjad*! lo AoaiiiKio otndi bobnoiJe ,\trwo^
ni ^luilaubHr^ ^nsvjysnna*! Vo yJi^iayinl^ariJ

nr 73r()iiV oift F siiffj udi :^U)da a 'tijil b»3bi>6Tq, aH,,**.84i8 l •

>lJnl 3ri) Vo 'aihnVbneisifti >Ji6 on* bos ^nidqbbclid*!’ nra’naj

rr

no ntod anov/ laij'nl

’if!itoG .iodb;iIw.T5 salH ». yJiaqfr-iq j -ooi eidVo 3>jciq odj snidfJ.yjnuoayianWSfnoM
-.Ji t. *vi-i _ t I

*
I

' •’ .oHj fr oi Inoji-jl' ni /tjlfi aiij .bn£lv/n>?
{

b»d od’*r.eotto[X .p.iQ^io7g^^«^ifjIg-i{b^^i3tn
bni. ,n«ii£rjo:aqd nc ,-)v(mtd £ ,aabnnol

j

aiH »/b To oJsnaS oJ baJoala noad
bi.'rtsna5/;.yii;l-'I ,vlr.v eiH .^08 i nl b'^ib

J

Jd^no?ad,^iod*iI|UKi«b’iS 8 irl 7abnt;;gnili£VdJliiaiC

.riiod envv ,bc«(v/oX } -lffsW3dJH«b3Jwvbn&.Iovj;-»lyiinpi?6ic)}aii«Ji
nail .£ iDifoi'jO ,b3i:i4m -yafij ow^ ylii^n ic3 asw ad daldw loJljs .eoJnijS^noo

o>

Bnc

-<o=<oq adJ .ni aif; riJod vnadJ k> eJi4nm*q alda

!0 lofijcl ^rfT .bnfclvy^H .A ymaH i!^ -Vo noji:

,L'nnf'#^oi< f?t*rnn| iiiUa^jiA .h^inj^n jssJ adj
nl .ostSi fji ffiod bnc .unncV £ oaJs at;v/

o1 'yJiiWil ?iul riJiw bavofn art

. IX.37^ Vo 01, 0 ! 6 eavi 3.I-J .jbt/^ ,^Lwoo

S

1'

.0 ,b/tslovolD ni aoijojuq nl ^ba^figna eisay
ric Syaw’A .fidqtabelid*! ni bahla* ad nl
Vodsrtakl'ytoyfli^cJ sid ni Sze.i&utiitt9
aninaed ad .iioilatitJJs Jnoailib avfi^ od doidyr

ad^loeoibiijfi ftid Vo ^seivoo odl ni boanivhoa
- ~ j

-wdnq *jj 3nf7<job« bfia^,,yditqo»m
•'.id lol baja'^jp^it ytobiw h/m .yjieo^o f ni icMaoVotqf obsm fccw ,iS 3y ovodfl adJ ni eaJq

-fny.u^ii ic'ft *jil .7onod to ap.nafe rfalri Ix’i yjivi da»4# ni ,yji*t3vinU L&aibaM ninsvlyenna^ adJ
-o irf - » ,b;,ilj bfw. .dai Jil' tcqoaak;i3 c^H:> Vo vj<J wnim no a^yJaal 9BW ad ai£ay,,xiB-io}
Vo .yiftlv. br'hicin aH •? '(’<*' |»airiyd ,aftoI oj anulioV^lrn ad^ bnd ad 8i^i nl
laH .

1^1 ii) lei
;
3 iT'//) snianBi-i b'.ia yinaH <?; dj/v/ goilJawb bne yi«adil .^^nanauajani »ii(^ .

•’lUriBf *ofir .ibjyolS yitbH atw .•iadJAV^’ORi^
j

>5ua jdi at bavomaT ad daidw laiVs .amjjmoV 1
arnsa odvi ,iaJyLf8 riJa'I .iQ yd babnuo) tiw

,

Itom £ b&d ad siadw JaCl JioqwaVIi'io aJiid*
,

•Ive f>nB oi .bnsHoH .rnfibi.^if'cnA fnoiVjdjlw b-tVhf )o s-jxoju yjnawi (aafijq inctsslq ^
tabiTfiul itfij esw &H .lot^eM /tjn’odofl no hoU joTviF .^nlbliud 3uo bn£,aanabt$ai ::<moabosid ?
fa^axton yf>»iior/atq ,^}aibs<ieJ k> ynnfoa adi Vo

|
•aBaaanl ju: bn* awllna^aga ni ba^trana 3£W ad r

jeaw adi no -yrd ^iH ;^w «dl ni falH bansI^a^ ad nadw ,lS8i im aaUsniq ^

inaaaiq ^dj mod grobnajxa .ji-iaip Ui|4 Vo nbh
|

dqaeot laafalo eid cmm 27adj* paaniand 4
VO .ta /h c»msdpa *ifj oi dojudD aniko^AjS j -qod .nol^niniliW oJ am^a Imib .anadnJC In**! |
ae£riaioq yd .laiyo.'fi- y .v/adqan aid I antrdi/J .tO .bhd anohodsl aaal f bo4o| gni
,diyi ni TOieai^ ak.^ am«>ad .atdymdto lo jai bo£ .yJiBq ^jidW bio adJ ni avil3$ yiav e«w
od} ni ban '‘.rr jaal adi Vo inabna-,^tab ad» bna ! nenTiFat aH .n«aildjjqa^ bijanuon^ « won
,ia}^ul^ lariaVari.nimsqnail .noilAiana^ djid'

-' - '
'

' ’ ' • -

vyJiaqoiq a'/b-naJy.a aidtVo lanwQ ari^ wonai
ad) 01 bati)«oiiba tew tinnlwol^ A yinaH tM

. no/a«fdta7/ baiolna bos .aFcxnlM no^moa

_}

- „ ,

ylnctnati^aj ytav ,€noi}3rynqa avi^icoq Vo ^
^

.-add tuoaJtntioa aytwjn inoitaaiqxa uaiil ni

-iodw’ do awaiy aViaoqiqo Vo aeodi buwol Ibtt

«t(M os HJSs at bairtLm haw aH ^aa(,du« 'Java



BIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT. 43 '

College at Chestertown in 1853. In 1855, at
!

the age of nineteen, he left College, after
i

which he was engaged in teaching for four '

years. In 1864 he commenced farming jointly
j

w’ith his father, and the following year they
|

removed to “Achmestcr,” a farm of nearly
|

400 acres, two and a half miles north of Mid-

dletown. Mr. Nowland has been largely en-

gaged in the peach culture, having about 8,000

trees in bearing, but owing to the repeated
|

failure of that fruit, is now mostly engaged in

raising wheat and corn. He has taken con-

siderable interest in public affairs and in the

success of the Democratic party, to which he

is allied. Elected in 1874 to the State Legis-

lature,he was for two years a useful and popu-

lar member of that body. He has also for

several years been a member of the State and

County Executive Committee of the Demo-
cratic party, and frequently attends the State

and county conventions. He is a vestryman

in the Protestant Episcopal Church, and junior

warden He was married, October 25, 1876,

to Miss Lizzie, daughter of William H. and

Maria (Hepburn) Blackiston, of Middletown,

and niece of the celebrated physician. Dr.

Curtis Hepburn, of Yokohama. They have

one child, Maria Hepburn Nowland.

^j^^HOMPSON, LEWIS, Collector of Cus-

SI’
District of Delaware, was

born in Mill Creek hundred, June

24, 1816. His father, Daniel Thomp-
son, a farmer, married Jane Gawthrop,

of the family of that name well-known in Wil-

mington and Chester county. Pa. The founder

of the family was John Thompson, who
came to this country from England in 1678,

and settled near Salem, in New Jersey.

His grandson, James Thompson, removed

to Delaware in 1734, and purchased the

property in Mill Creek hundred, which is still

in the possession of his descendants. He was
the great-grandfather of the subject of this

sketch. The Thompson family were of that

sturdy Quaker stock who have always stood

undauntedly on the side of human rights and
freedom of opinion, and have exerted a strong

and lasting influence in the communities in

which they lived. Mr. Thompson received

only .such education as could be obtained at

the public schools, with the addition of one

term at the Hoopes Academy, in West Ches-
ter. In 1S41 he married L}'dia Pusey, daugh-
ter of the late Jacob Pusey, of Wilmington,
and the following year they obtained posses-

sion of a farm in Mill Creek hundred, a part

of which belonged to the original purchase.

Here he spent tlie greater part of his life, and
by industry and economy cleared his farm
from debt and acquired a competency. Six

children w'ere born to them; Mary T., now
the wife of Henry Gawthrop, of Philadelphia;

Annie, who married Thomas B. Hoopes, and
died in 1870; Hannah M.; Emily T., wife of

Joel A. Seal, of Philadelphia
;
Henry Thomp-

son, residing on the home farm., and George
Rolandson Thompson, a graduate of Cornell

L'niversity. Mr. Thompson was always an

uncompromising anti-slavery man, and from

early life took an active interest in public

affairs. He was originally a Whig, and was
elected on that ticket, in 1844, to the State

Legislature. The succeeding term he was re-

elected and became Speaker of the House at

its session in 1847. In 185S he was again

elected to the Legislature, and a fourth time

in 1872. In 1849 he was appointed Trustee

of the Poor by the Levy Court of New Castle

county, and served three years. He was

among the first to espouse the cause of the

new Republican party, and actively assisted in

its organization in Delaware. He was chosen

a delegate to the first National Convention of

the party held in the city of Philadelphia, in

1856, and was also a delegate to the memora-
ble convention held in Chicago, in i860, when

the lamented Lincoln was made the standard

bearer, and again a delegate to the convention

held in the same city, in 1868, when the soldier

and statesman, U. S. Grant, was nominated by

a unanimous vote for the Presidency. In 1876

Mr. Thompson was appointed by President

Grant, Collector of Customs for the District of

Delaware, and is now serving a second term

of four years, having been re-appointed by

President Hayes in 1880. Mr. Thompson is a

worthy representative of a family who have

I

for generations been regarded as exemplars of

j

the highest virtues. He is a gentleman of

large, phv^sical proportions, his years seeming

to sit lightly upon him, and he bids fair to con-

tinue in life and to be useful for many years to

come. His record and services are an honor

to the State.
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(I^^MITHERS, HON, NATHANIEL
BARRATT, LL. D„ Lawyer and ex-

member of Congress, son of Nathaniel and
Susan F. (Barratt) Smithers, was born in

Gi::/ Dover, Oct. 8, i8f8. He received his

early education in hi.s native place, and was
prepared for College in the Academy at West
Nottingham, Cecil county, Md. Entering La-
fayette College in the spring of 1834, he grad-

uated with distinction in 1836. He then en-
^

tered the Law School at Carlisle, Pa., at that
|

time under the direction of Hon. John Reed,

and remained one year, when he assumed
charge of the Snow Hill Academy, Maryland.

Returning to Carlisle after teaching a year, he

completed his course and was admitted to the

bar in 1840. He remained, however, another

year assisting Mr. Reed in the Law School.

He then returned to Dover where he has since

resided, and in the spring of 1841 was admitted

to the bar of Kent county, which then boasted

some of the ablest lawyers of the State and

cf the time
;

from the first his research,

scholarly attainments, rare powers of analysis

and peculiarly accurate discrimination, com-
bined with his remarkable forensic ability and

and perspicuity of expression, commanded the

respect of the profession and the confidence of

laymen, and very early gave him an enviable

status at the bar and in society. Mr. Smithers

entered the political arena in 1842 as a Whig,

and was elected Clerk of the House of Rep-

resentatives in the years 1845 ^^d 1847. In

1850 he was active in organizing the' Inde-

pendent Temperance party, which continued

as a distinct organization during that year and

1852. Although always opposed to the Demo-
cratic Party he would not join the “Know
Nothings'’ nor affiliate with those constituting

that organization, until it resolved itself into

the “Open American Party” in 1854. This

again gave place to the “ People’s Party,” and

he gave his efforts to promote its success. In

i860 he took decided ground in fav'or of send-

ing delegates to Chicago and of organizing the

Republican party in Delaware, and having

long been an earnest advocate of the princi-

ples of which that party was an outgrowth, he

had the courage of his convictions and contrib-

uted in a very large degree to its organization

in the State. He was sent as a delegate to the

memorable Convention at Chicago and has ever

since been actively identified with the interests

of that party. He was appointed Secretary of

State in 1863 ;
was elected as a Representa-

tive in the 3^th Congress, where he served

with credit to himself and his constituency,

being a member of the “Committee on Elec-

tions,” and the “ Select Committee on recon-

struction,” and the author of the amendment
to the then existing law wffiich abolished

commutation in money for military service,

and made it obligatory that a party drafted in

1
such Service should either go himself, or fur-

nish a substitute, and thereby assured the

quota needed to fill up the depleted ranks of

the Union Army. Throughout the dark days
of the Rebellion,he was an ardent and uncom-
promising Unionist,and ever ready to answer all

demands upon his time, talents, or purse to pro-

mote his country’s cause. He was a member of

the National Republican committee from i860

to i868
;
and represented his state as a delegate

at the National conventions at Baltimore in

i864,and at Chicago in 1868 and 1880, respect-

ively. While he has always been earnest in

fealty to his party, and been outspoken and
determined in his political convictions, he has

enjoyed in an eminent degree the respect of his

political opponents, who were ever ready to

attest the conscientiousness of his motives and
the integrity of his purpose. And although,

in the heat of partisan strife, he may have been

subjected to severe criticisms by his adver-

saries, it was never charged that .

“He sold the truth to serve the hour,”

or gave his approval to the moral heresy that

doubtful or dishonest methods could be sanctified

by the result to be attained. For more than

forty years Mr. Smithers has been actively

engaged in the practice of his profession, and
his professional life has been characterized by

diligent research and the careful examination

and preparation of his cases, and exhaustive

argument of the questions involved in them.

Possessing a mind peculiarly adapted to the

law, and having cultivated habits of thought

which enabled him quickly to discern and
properly to estimate the critical points of

a case, he invariably came to the trial thor-

oughly equipped
;
and even if he happened

to be erroneous in his conclusions, it was al-

ways dangerous for his adversary to admit his

premises. His legal eminence is recognized by
bench and bar, and his opinions are received

with great respect and confidence. Tiie judi-
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cial reports of the State abound in evidence of
|

his professional attainments. Amid tlie pres-
j

Jure of professional duties, Mr. Smithers has
|

found recreation in classical literature, and
|

translated quite a number of Latin hymns

—

among- them the “ Diis Irae "—which are pecu-

liarly notable for the careful preservation of the

measure and spirit of their authors, as well as

the elegance of the translation. IMr. Smithers

possesses peculiar facilities for imparting in-
;

struction, and in no sphere was he more suc-

cessful than in the preparation of young men
for the bar. He is always ready to aid his

brethren with his advice and the result of his
j

research, and his kind offices are often in-
I

I

yoked. He still resides in Dover, and pursues
|

his profession, though not as actively as in for-

mer years. His title of Doctor of Laws was

conferred by his Alma Mater.

.iJ^MALL, COL. A. STOKES, of Lincoln,

was born in Burlington county,N. J., July

2^, 1821. His father was Abel Small, a

CpI^ farmer of that county, who died in 1858,

^2 aged eighty-three years. His mother

was Rebecca, daughter of Benjamin Pine, of

the same county. She died, July 21, 1825.

They had four children. It was the desire

of his father to give this son a clas-

sical education, but his determined aversion to

books prevented the accomplishment of this

purpose. At the age of fifteen he \vas placed

in a store in Philadelphia, and after two years,

at a Friends’ School, in Moorestown, N. J.

After a time he w^as again a clerk, until 1842,

when he married, and began merchandising on

his own account at Pemberton. After two

years he became proprietor of the hotel known

as the Washington House, Moorestown, re-

moving next to Bridgeboro, on the Rancocas,

and for the two years following was en-

gaged in conducting a summer resort and in

farming. He then removed to Philadelphia,

and was on the special police force of the city

under Mayor Gilpin, and was then elected

Superintendent of the Blockley Almshouse,

which position he resigned after two years,

greatly to the regret of the Board of Guardians

of the Poor. In 1862 he became a member of

the firm of Wester & Small, clothing manu-

facturers, Philadelphia His partner died in

1864, and he continued alone until 1868, when

he sold out and came to Lincoln, Del. In 1865

55

he had become the owner of 696 acres of land

sold by the Orphans’ Court, of Sussex

county, being the land on which the

town of Lincoln has since been built.

He laid out the town in 774 builcing lots, part

of which were sold. The railroad was not

then completed further than Milford. Since

that time several industries have been started)

and they have been quite successful, particu-

larly those of A. .S. Small, T. R. Smith, and

A. S. Small & Son, and the towm has grown to

400 inhabitants. To Colonel Small the com-

munity is indebted for this prosperity. He
sometimes has 150 persons engaged in his

canning factory, his fruit drying factory, and

in the steam saw mill and box manufactory.

He is fond of fast horses, and has become

known throughout the State for the interest

he has taken in the introduction of valuable

road horses and trotters. As an agriculturist,

also, he has been of great benefit to that por-

tion of the State, having introduced all the

improvements of the day. He is a man of

great energy, inteiiigence and enterprise. He
was first married in 1842, to Miss Elizabeth,

daughter of William Bryan, of Pemberton, N.

J., wdio died in 1854, leaving three children
;

Alphonso, of the firm of A. Small & Son,

whose attention is occupied in merchandizing

in connection with the canning business at

Lincoln
;
William B., who serving as a soldier

in the late war, contracted the disease which

finally terminated his life in 1877, and Charles

E., who conducts the business of the steam

saw, planing and box-making mills at Lincoln.

In 1862 he was again married, his second wife

being Miss Lizzie, daughter of Robert Parham,

Esq., of Philadelphia. Of this marriage there

are three children
;
Robert P., Eugene A., and

Bessie Small.

OUPER JAMES, Sr., of Christiana, was

born in Leith, Scotland, in the year

1734. His parents were Scotch Pres-

et byterians of the old school, and he

was carefully trained to the studious

habits, and high morality inculcated in that

church. Sixteen years before the Declaration

of Independence, and while the whole of Del-

.aware was known as “ as three counties of

Pennsylvania,” he emigrated to this State, set-

tling in White Clay hundred, and for many

I

years lived an upright life in the village of
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Christiana. In 1773 he was uniiedin marriage

with Jane Eakin, of Delaware. They had but

one child, James, of whom a sketch is preserved

in this volume, and whose superior character

and abilities reflected great credit on his parents

and his home. James Couper, Sr., w^as from

early life a member of the Presbyterian Church,

and was greatly respected in the community in

which he lived, as a man and as a Christian.

He departed this life at the ripe age of 86 years-

<^ORE, HON. CHARLES BROWN, A.

M., Lawyer and ex-Attorney General of

Delaware, was born in Odessa, March
Cl 16, 1831. His parents were Eldad and

Priscilla C. (Henderson) Lore. Mr. E.

Lore was in early life a farmer, but later was
engaged in the wood and lumber business. He
was a man of great excellence of character

and .sterling probity, and noted for his benefi-

cence and encouragement to the aspiring poor.

He died in 1830 at the age of fifty-three. The
Lore family came to this country in the seven-

teenth century, and were among the early

settlers of Cumberland county, Pa. About
the same time four Plenderson brothers emi-

grated to America and settled in New Jersey.

The families on both the maternal and paternal

side were people of intelligence and'social po-

sition. Charles B. Lore obtained his early

education at the common school of his native

town, and at the Middletown Academy. He
entered Dickinson College, at Carlisle, in 1848,

graduating A. B., with the honors of his class

in 1852, and was valedictorian on the occasion.

The same year he commenced the study of

law with Judge John K. Findlay, of Philadel-

phia, with whom he remained si.x months, and

finished his legal studies with Hon. Daniel M.

Bates, late Chancellor of Delaware, being ad-

mitted to the bar in November, 1861. He
settled in Wilmington in the practice of his

profession, in which place he soon rose to dis-

tinction, and where he still continues to reside.

In 1861 he was was nominated for the Legis-

lature by the Democratic party but the ticket

was defeated. In 1862 he was appointed by

Governor Burton, Commissioner of the Draft

for New Castle county, to raise troops for the

Union army. He accordingly canvassed the

county for that purpose. On the 29th of Sep-

tember, 1869, he was appointed by Governor

Gove Saulsbury, Attorney General of the

State for a term of five years. Durinf^ this

time he was counsel in many cases which at-

tracted much attention throughout the coun-

try. Among them was the case of Goldsbor-
ough, for the murder of Charles Marsh.. He was
sentenced to be hung, but escaped from Jail

and fled South. Also that of Dr. Isaac C.

West, charged with killing and skinning a

negro named Turner. The celebrated case of

the Delaware Bank burglars was conducted by
Mr. Lore. They were five in number, four of

whom were caught and convicted. They were

whipped, fined and sentenced to five years’

imprisonment. In ail these cases the ablest

lawyers in the State were employed in the de-

fense, and the reports being widely published

in the press of the country attracted great

attention. He was also called to act upon the

disputes between the States of Delaware and

New Jersey, regarding the water boundary of

the Delaware and the fishing business claimed

by both States. His legal practice is, how-
ever, chiefly civil. He is a strong reasoner, a

logical thinker, and presents the points of his

case clearly, forcibly, and very eloquently.

His practice is large and remunerative, and he

has invested largely in real estate in Wilming-

ton and other parts of the State. Mr. Lore is

one of the incorporators and a trustee of the

Home for Friendless Children in Wilmington.

In 1867 he was made a trustee of Delaware

College. He is one of the leaders of the

Democratic party in the State, and in the

Convention at Dover, in July, 1882, was nomi-

nated, by acclamation, as their candidate for

Congress, to succeed Hon. Edward L. Martin,

and the campaign is now (October) in progress.

He is an indefatigable worker, a warm hearted

friend, popular with the people and a valuable

and leading citizen of the State. He was mar-

ried, in 1862, to Rebecca A., daughter of Josiah

Bates, a Friend, of Mount Holly, N. J., and

has one child
;
Emma Lore.

COTT, DAVID, Farmer, and one of the

*1 V^, proprietors of the canning establish-

ment at Houston, in Kent, was born in

the town of Springvillc, Susquehanna

county, Pa., January 22, 1822. His pa-

rents,Jesse and Susan (Downs) Scott,were both

nalives of Waterbury, Conn., and were of old

Puritan stock. The original ancestor, Thomas

Scott, came from Ipswich, England, in the good
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ship Elizabeth, in 1634. He brought with

him his wife Elizabeth, aged 40, his daughters

Elizabeth and Abigail, aged, respectively, nine

and seven years, and son Thomas, aged six

years. The latter was one of the original

proprietors of I'armington, Conn., and had a

son Edmund and two daughters. Edmund was

one of the first twelve settlers of Waterbury,

and hail a son George and other children, and

died at an advanced age. George Scott,son of

Edmund. had a son Obadiah, born, April 5,1692,

and died in 1735. Zebulon,son of Obadiah, died,

May 12. 1798, aged seventy-nine years.

Simeon, son of Zebulon, died August 28,

1828, aged seventy-eight years. He had six

sons and three daughters, all of whom lived

to an advanced age—from sixty to ninety-

four years. Jesse Scott, son of Simeon, lived

to eighty-six years. He was a farmer and

blacksmith, and had seven children: Ira,

a farmer, residing at Houston, Delaware;

Ursula, deceased
;

Spencer, residing with

David, the subject of this sketch, and the

third son; Albert Lewis, ot Baltimore, en-

gaged in the canning business; Julius, pro-

prietor of the Eagle Hotel, Pittston, Pa.,

and Edward B.. who occupies the old home-

stead at Springville, Pa. David Scott attended

the public schools of his native place, and for

a short time the Franklin Academy at Harford,

in the same county. After attaining his major-

ity he w'as engaged for two years in farming,

following which he w'as in the grocery busi-

ness at Mauch Chunk, Pa ,
for four years.

In 1849 he went South, and was Captain of a

steamer four years on the Cape Fear river.

North Carolina, after which he was engaged

for thirteen years in agriculture, near the old

homestead. He was attracted to Delaware in

1866 by its reputation for profitable fruit grow-

ing and general farming. In partnership with

Rev. Willard Richardson he purchased 900

acres of land, where Houston now stands,

but the partnership was soon dissolved.

He divided the land into small farms, obtained

a grant from the Legislature to vacate the

old roads and lay out new ones, made many
improvements, set out fruit and sold off

about a dozen moderately sized farms besides

building lots, and retained 500 acres on

which he has 4OCO peach trees and six acres

in small fruits, all of w'hich he has made profit-

table. In 1879 he organized a company which

bore the name of D. Scott & Co., for the can-

ning of fruits and vegetables. They erected

a fine establishment for their business which

has been in successful operation for three sea-

sons. Houston now contains over twenty-

one families and has a good school, it being

the centre of a new district, recently laid out.

In whatever Mr. Scott engages his energy and

ability insure success. He belongs to the

Democratic party, but takes no active part in

political affairs. He was appointed Postmas-

ter at Houston, March g, 1875. This office he

resigned in the autumn of 1880. He joined

the Patrons .of Husbandry in 1875, and has

been Master of Milford Grange, No. 6. From
1875 1^0 the summer of 1S80, he was station

agent, at Plouston. He was married, January

31, 1854, to Eliza Jane, daughter of Garret

and Amanda Johnston, of Pennsylvania. They
have two children : Julius Edward Scott, one

of the proprietors and publishers of the Mil-

ford Chronicle, and Irving Johnston Scott, still

living at home.

GODWIN, JOSEPH ADDISON, M. D.,

9^ of Kenton, was born near the Trappe,

^ Montgomery county, Penn., November
16, 1827. His parents were William

and Sarah (Hanes) Goodwin. His

father was a hotel keeper, a very active and in-

fluential politician, but would never accept

office. He belonged to the Democratic party,

and was a prominent member of the order of

Odd Fellows. Born in 1800, he died in 1858.

His wife survived him until November, 1877.

Only three of their seven children are living.

Three daughters died when young ladies, and

one son, William, died at the age of twenty-

eight. Dr. Goodwin has two sisters. Mrs. An-
dorah Brownback, of Trappe, and Mrs. Mary
Hoyer, living near the same place. He was

educated at the public schools of the Trappe,

and at the Academy known as Washington

Hall, and in 1847, commenced his medical

studies with Dr. Dickensheed. In the fall of

that year, he entered the University of Penn-

sylvania, graduating M. D., in the spring of

1850. He practiced with his preceptor till

August, when he removed to his present resi-

dence at Kenton, Del. He soon gained great

popularity and built up a large and lucrative

practice. He has long stood in the front rank

of his profession in the state, and has for thirty



Uh .TKSWTJiA'iaa JtA.7imAaOO!8

-fWO >H» 'to! ,.nj A myS .ahrupnn :»-ro<i;/U{.w jrfguoTd r>H 4^61 nl ,dJ3a*si!3 "qiri«
^Cf.rr b(.A rjhi-it lo ;jru/i naitlaufi'niti ,0|. ,rfMi»xi(3 sliw- till nvtl

A>i'j<v» T4.> in^fnW.i4W4J.j «.rt £ >fiirt

v>l U.V^oajue ai osad «firt y,’^ .t*,iK>ilT nut b/u .*«>•< <10^34* bn»
j^o yofi .aivt i,di lo ano mv/ nHiil arfT Irwav

.grind H r^/fi. W03 », ^ bn« a.ivr a-W.iI b«<i ..dfHO ?iolsh.iDiq
' / bisl ^3ntfy« ,:T3nr^b ifan » lo in»oM *>d» .v^b^iumta unrH^uiib owJ bnu biiumti^noa
Unx ^•jSi.gasJiu^e iW 7r>V5f4,av. /il^ mi33*»« Wb^/J mIi lo ,no
•-•*»’ i.J esaui^ uH .«s53i.'« »7u .nl l^Udjt ; bnr .nvtb»M5 i,Wio bns ^

r t"
li?*' .v^trxi -W n ,'.ss booncvbu nc U l>sib

«*,/< .mIitAa .i,>:‘vf.^Ihq/..ft.<xf.dfiibwiO noait br4U>numb3
'j£! 'K i V;. aid r ., I ,nOJ-uoH U i:»l ,bsiMiiifc.BdO >0 no^.iiolud^X .g£T;i rii barftbnc

n«3{ b0JJ« .8q^I yj;|/.

baiu^^ t?U js^r,Kk la ntniijan art} ru bsnjj|<^^'>

«i:rt ,i{ .tbti^d .« lo ifioiial jflll.Ss tiirsoA baib ,«obdaS 1o noe .noami^i
HOT } A .0^; bwllib Hi 'inUs^U iOixij r j.- hurt «*H ?ii»x frtsb-vinavw bagc ,8s8i

.2, lo wjoriMia arftol £•;«» xnortw lo fb .ats3/taosb aairtJ bni: anoa
(iMrosl. .ban-iiin 2^. 5>| }a .}n»8«|-.xJ»ftb 0} xJrb moil-i^x baDnsvbs n*~6t

>0 iabtaw..<>
,

/>4t i,3:fl3 ot ,c£^ii ,H >»vU .(wiiiaia lo nW.Jtoae oei*®! .aiBjw ,uo)
X&iir .Ami/iv^nri^-f V),at ii^ortct Jihn«rn/. bn^lbn* >a#nT«V e gr.v »H .*n«9v xia-vjrfsb ol
ano .,}o52 Leri bnc .rtjimarfadd
-\»U oiti V taijqwj arti ,noj<fuoH u sniblaM .vj/ni*! c :

Ije .1103^ ffojijndol gfjivil •)«£ v>4 j 'x, m\| r{ jj-# '^ntbiisi .iwnaqg
; J»aB3D3b .aloaiU

.amort it ^nivii
|

&/[} bn* ^irtl lo i^aidus arti .biysQ

I

*•«» *w<>fmili;^i lo ,a<w»J n^JA. ;oo« biidl „

I

;M3ni/!ud ^ninnuo art} ni ho^frg
i?0'}*l}i*I .fa.ioll sl3f3 arfj .ilo loiaiiq

’.?!!!? * Wn «>iqw3io otf tf ..Q bisvfbH bn*

T ,t"‘ I

*>»*>”»<• ”<»«twv«a .tl.jtlivsomiS lrb^U
«iH .nf»bcio, ' Hr.is3 bnt

I t'n* .Me^lq Dvii«» eid 1o »looI^3^ Dilduq sii)

,.a M .vioaiqaA K'l/iaoi .^iy/060
,aqq<.iT' art} TB^n, mod aew to rti

•nj bft« o /i)Ok xt97 A ,iaqao4 blort lartiisl*

Tovan faJi,'oW jud i&ilnauB
.yjirq ^iiansom-U jrti uj bagnobd iH aiffio
^•- ivLio arij io.iadn 3Ui tasmiiqo-:*; o fexv/ bocv
>?8i ai baib Drt ;Qt:«i nj n tofl .t-A.ob‘al bbO
•\\8i ,tadmo-/oK rtl'’ri|i mrrt bovfvnyji »bw &iH
.grtivil yic fi*>ibli,h havaie lo ysTili '(tnO
bnt, ,fS(bnl ^tPio^ nofi'/t bail- 2ialrt5i/j)b a&idT
Vjr:av/) lo 5K/: srfs j-. balb .mso’UW ,no? ano

bxd ««H }fi x«»b«3A oilifnBil odJ amU iWs s
Bid ^nUtitiJs i93»A .ylnuoa amsB srfo ni

,^niccrt^ ni ei*a\ owJ lol bojB^nb ssyv art xJi
‘iBfciu rtaaoT^ ad} rrf bbw ad diidw gniwqiloV
.EiS3( TW.1 10^ . .dnudD dounM j£ B^n
« Iq nisKfcD aaw bns ,tliuoS Jnaw ad qi^Si nl
,i»w >xa3 aqaD arfi <x> *tjs

3|^ lyol TamiaJt*
bags^^s sbw ad rfaidw ia})B .init.rusD dlioH

. - b<o art} lean .aiuiluahg* ni eiaar naaMidt lol-nA etW o-n ri^i ntwhooo .tU jn^h
j

nt awy/sbU oi baiaailifi eaw aH . .baajaambdJ
Yif.I4

.^
1 !/ ,‘Jqq£^T fo ,4:t£dit'//oiH rt*aoi.- -wsig Hui) alrtBjrttnq ,ol noiJeJj/qattJi vd ddsf

S'^ aU .aatJq nffis? arti t£>o •^niviI-,-faxoH

lOtjqctr ortl I0 fdrj('.rii)« * ijldiM^ ad} }c ba/sadba
no/^iiidEcV^ Ef, (VHonA X(«»bc3A,aii2
Ifiafliam Bid ba3R>mrTjoa ,<^>8i m -iiOM .fUH
lo llfi) art} nl *l>oad?fi3)t3iQ ,iCi eatbuie
•noy'no VJinaVinU art} baiajns ad ..76ax iJ*d3
V> ^niiqe arij ci ,,0 .M j{nijiuibffjg ,/JrrAvlvB

IIU loiqaaaiq aid rtliw baaiiat-jq aH
-ieaa Iflajfaiq yui oJ bavomai ad nad’w
J4018 bam£8 iicib«-aH ,h(I ^nevtsH is aanafe
ayiJr.iaol biife ^qu iJii»</ bofl.qih^Iirtjoq

5(aKi ino'i'J art? nl bfK>J4 gnpl ««,{{ atf aajiajwq
X^^dl'aol Esd bnr>,ui£je ad} nl noi»a:dotq eirito

tilh/ qidEianliiaq oli^’.^nimf.'i Icrjanp^ bns ^ni
coa ba^ifirtauKj ad !to?biidai3 bi«niW..va3

won fro/gyoH aiadw .biwsl lo ea^a*
.bay.'<«sib noo? g«w qSdzianJ-iAq arij Jod
faaniBldo lUxria oJfii basi adj babivib aH
adJ ai«aiiv oj oiuJsUissd arfi moil inuij s
\nEift stb&m ,nao^vt 9 rt }«o bm: eb«oi bid
Bo Woe - bftfi JKnl Jqo lae .zlnamavoiqini
^I 'isad boiii! xl'^liiiebom nasob s Juods
no eai^ tjoj hs>ais7rt bos ,*3oI ^nibllod
#aiwi xia bne «»aii rfataq ooo> eed ad ibidw
.}Ri^‘iq abeiB efidad rblrtv^lo IW ,ejiml b€me.ni
dardw vnnqqaoa o bwiriBjw) ad oI .ald«i



HISTORY OF DELAWARE.436

years been the leading- physician of his locality

He is largely interested in agriculture, owning

three farms in the neighborhood of Kenton,

all of which he is constantly improving. Two
of them are principally devoted to peaches, in

which he has been very successful. Dr. Good-

win has always taken an active interest in the

affairs of the Democratic party, but would

never accept official honors though frequently

urged upon him. He was, in early life, a mem-
ber of the Lutheran church, but in 1877, he

became a member of the Methodist church of

Kenton, of which he is a Trustee. He was

married, March 15, 1853, to Miss Jane Agnes,

daughter of Mason and Sarah Bailey of Ken-
ton, and has had six children, only three of

whom are living
;

Clara, married Gamaliel

Garrison, of the same county
;
Sallie, married

to Samuel M. Taylor, of Queen Ann’s county,

Md., and Eugene, at home with his parents.

Flora died in infancy; Willie Bailey, the eldest

son, at the age of eight years
;
and again the

family have sustained a sore bereavement in

the death of a cherished son, John, February

25, 1882, after an illness of about two weeks-

Dr. Goodwin is a gentleman of strong build,

vigorous constitution, and fine and command-
ing appearance.

AWTON, CHARLES HENRY, M.

D., of Wilmington, was born in New-
port, Rhode Island, February 15, 1832.

His father. Job Lawton, a respected

citizen of that city, is still living at

the great age of eighty-six years. He spent

a large portion of his life in the long whal-

ing voyages of the Northern Pacific Ocean.

In 1823 he married Miss Rebecca Cranston, a

descendant of Samuel Cranston, Cffivernor of

Rhode Island, who died in 1727, aged si.xty-

eight years. Samuel was the son of John

Cranston, who died in 1680, while also Gov-

ernor of Rhode Island. John was the great-

grandson of William, the first Lord Cranston,

of Scotland, and grandson of James Cran-

ston, Clerk-chaplain to King Charles the

First. The ‘children of Job and Rebecca

Lawton were William, Charles Henry, Re-

becca and Elizabeth. Job Lawton was the

son of Job and Polly fRathburn) Lawton.

Their children were Polly, Sallie. Hannah,

Charles, Abbie, Roger Boon, and Job. Job

Lawton, Sr., was the son of Jonathan Lawton,

[

one of four brothers who came from England

i

to America prior to the Revolution. Only
I Jonathan settled in Rhode Island, the others

going further west. They were worthy mem-
bers of the Society of Friends, as are still

many of their descendants. The subject of

this sketch received a good English educa-

tion, and at the age of fourteen he was ap-

j

prenticed to his brother William to learn

the plumbing business, with whom he after-

' wards went into partnership. The business

being badly crippled by the panic of 1857,

i Mr. Lawton withdrew, and gave his whole

time to the study of electricity as a thera-

;

peutive agent, a subject in which he had for

,
some time been interested. His preceptor

i

was Dr. A. Page, a prominent electrician of

Boston, Massachusetts. In 1859 Dr. Lawton
settled in New York City, where he practiced

' his specialty. He also delivered many able
' lectures on the science which were largely the

means of bringing electricity into general

notice. In 1865 he visited Wilmington, where

! he finally decided to locate. Soon afLci
,
he

j

turned his attention to Homceopathy, and in

1870, after a full course of studies and lectures,

graduated M. D. from the Llahnemann Medical

College of Philadelphia. He has made many
friends and built up a large practice among
the most intelligent people of the city. He
has not lost faith in electricity or discarded its

use in special cases, but he is a devout believer

in the principles of Homceopathy, as his suc-

cess and high standing in the profession fully

attest. Dr. Lawton is president of the Dela-

ware Homoeopathic Medical Society, and a

member of the American Institute of Homoeo-
pathy, to which he has been a delegate. He
has contributed several articles to the medical

press, which have received the highest praise

from the leading men of the profession, and

attracted general attention for their ability

and philosophy. One of these articles, especially,,

should be noticed, which has since been pub-

lished in pamphlet form. It is entitled “Thera-

peutic Force or proofs of medicinal power, be-

yond the limits of drug attenuation,” being

the substance of a paper which he read by ap-

pointment before the American Institute of

Homoeopathy at Milwaukee, Wis. Dr. Law-
ton was married in 1851 to Miss Elizabeth

West; They have one child Ella Elizabeth

Lawton.
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FRANCIS, the first

Methodist Episcopal

n America, and a citi-

zen of Delaware,who was naturalized in

this State during the period of the revo-
i

lutionary war. The following is from the pen
j

of Dr. Phoebus ; A brief summary of the life ofj

this venerable servant of God is only attempted '

^^SBURY, REV.
Bishop of the

e^/'^ church ordained i

here. He was born near the foot of Hamstead-

Bridge, in the parish of flandsworth, about

four miles from Birmingham in Staffordshire,
j

England, on the 2oth of August, A. D. 1745.

His parents were poor, honest, pious people,

who greatly desired to train their son in the

discipline and admonition of the Lord. He
was sent to school in early life, and before he

had attained to his seventh year could read

the Bible, which ever after became his guide

in all things. He remained in school, subjected

to the harsh treatment of a churlish master,

for a few years, and did not therefore attain to

great erudition in early life, but such was his

thirst for knowledge, that in early manhood

he had mastered both the Greek and Hebrew

languages, so as to read the Sacred Sciiptures

in the original tongue. When in his thirteenth

year, he espoused the cause of Christ, and con-

necting himself with the Methodists, passed

through the subordinate positions of leader,

exhorter, and local preacher, until in his

twenty-second year he became an itinerant.

In the year 1771, he was sent by Mr. Wesley

as a missionary to America. On the 27th

day of October, he was landed at Philadelphia,

and imm.ediately began his labors. Soon he

was vested with authority, by Mr. Wesley, to

direct the course of the Methodists in this

country, a position which he filled with great

acceptability until the organization of the M.

E. Church. While in the discharge of his

duties in Maryland in 1778, he was subjected

to such harsh treatment, that he escaped to

Delaware, and in the following year took the

oath of allegiance to the State, thereby be-

coming a citizen. His influence was, there-

after, given to the furtherance of the interests

of the State, especially her spiritual interests
;

and to him more than to any one person be-

longs the honor of building up a moral power

that has made Delaware’s chief citizens men of

purity, steadfastness and incorruptibility, in

civil and political life. In 1784, in Delaware,

he counseled the organization of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, which was accepted and the

work consummated in Baltimore, Md., during

the following Christmas. By the unanimous

voice of the Conference he was elected to the

episcopacy of the new church, and was duly

consecrated thereto, Saj s the “Minute" of the

Conference of 1816, “It would appear that

Bishop Asbury had labored in England as a

local and traveling preacher about ten years
;
in

America, upwards of forty-four, nearly thirty-

two of which he, as Bishop, held the superin-

tendency. When we count the thousands

throughout this vastly extensive continent,

who, with affectionate veneration, owned him

as their spiritual father, we may question if a

weightier charge has been committed to any

m.an since the days of the Apostles
;
and when

the records of his life shall meet the public

eye, who, that patiently examines and candidly

decides, will be bold enough to say, that, since

that time, duties so great and so various have

been, by one man, more faithfully performed.’’

It seemed to be one of Bishop Asbury’s

special pleasures to visit those parts, and fami-

lies of Delaware made so dear to him during

the dark periods of the war of Independence
;

and the delight with which he was greeted

everywhere is beyond description. His name
is perpetuated In many families, and in Dela-

ware, at least, “Francis Asbury” can never

die. This greal and good man yielded up his

spirit to God at the house of George Arnold

on the 31st day of March, 1816. His remains

were deposited in the family burying ground

until, by order of the General Conference, they

were disinterred and transferred to a vault pre-

pared for that purpose in the Methodist Epis-

copal Church in Eutaw street, Baltimore,

Maryland.

^OUPER, JOHN EDWARDS, fourth

son of Dr. James and Hannah (Mcln-

tire) Couper, was born in New Castle,

April 20, 1809. He enjoyed a full share

(£j of the training and education so care-

ully bestowed on every member of his father’s

amily, and deciding to devote himself to the

nercantile profession, he entered the well

vnown house of Mr. Samuel Comly, in Phila-

lelphia. There he distinguished himself by

lis ability and assiduous attention to the du-

des of his calling, flis employer placed in

lim the highest confidence, and in 1836 com-
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missioned him to superintend and put in order

the affairs of a branch liouse in New Orleans.

Having faithfully fulfilled this trust he set out

on his return, but during the passage from New
Orleans to Appalachicola, was seized with

hemorrhage of the lungs, and reached home
only to die. flis decease took place, Novem-
ber 21, 1836, at the early age of twenty-seven

years. A young man of the highest character

and finest promise, universally beloved and

esteemed, his death cast a shadow of deepest

gloom over all the large circle of family ac-

quaintance and friends.

8
ARLAN CALEB M. D. was born at

Middletowm, New Castle county, and

State of Delaware, October 13, 1814.

He studied medicine three years and

*5^ graduated in 1836 at the University of

Pennsylvania
;
practiced the old system ten

years in the country
;
studied Homoeopathy

and moved to Wilmington in 1847. Here,

meeting with violent opposition, he was in-

duced to publish a pamphlet entitled :
“ A

Lecture on Allopathy and Homoeopathy” which

was noticed by the eminent Doctor Hering,

in his periodical in the following complimen-

tary terms :
“ Very ably written

;
full of inter-

esting remarks and a great many new ideas.”

At the age of twenty-seven he married Eliza

Montgomery, a young widow lady remarkable

for her piety and good sense. They had

three children
;
Elgarda, Elizabeth, and John.

The first was married to Dr. J. C. Hutchinson,

of Philadelphia. She died at thirty-two. leaving

no children. Elizabeth died in her nineteenth

year. John studied medicine, graduated at

the Hahnemann Medical College, and died

with consumption fifteen months afterwards.

The 'children inherited hepatic disease from

their grandmother, who died five weeks after

the birth of her only child—the subject of this

sketch. In i860 Dr. Harlan published “ Ida

Randolph of Virginia,” a poem in three cantos.

In 1853 he purchased a farm near the city and

improved it by plowing in green crops. Being

convinced of great utility he published in

1876 a little work entitled “ Farming with

Green Manures on Plumgrove P'arm.” The
second edition, revised and enlarged, has since

been published in a handsome volume, by J.

B. Lippeneott & Co., of Philadelphia. As a

full treatise oh green fnamires, it has no equal.

it is said, - in Europe or America. We
come now to the crowning effort of his life on

earth. To the publication of a poem, which,

if criticism be true, must place his name among
the first writers of the age. “ El.FLORA OF
THE Susquehanna,” from the press of J. B.

Lippincott & Co., of Philadelphia, is the title

of the work which has received the highest

praises from the best critics, who have read it.

We have only room for a few words from two
able pens. The R.ev. Dr. Landis, the great

classical scholar, and the distinguished author

of the “ Cross," says in a letter on receiving a

copy: “ Leonid not put it down until I had
devoured it all to the very last line. I am
greatly pleased with it. The plot, style and
execution, all have interested me greatly.

Your versification has nothing to fear from a

comparison even with Dryden. You have his

flow, cadence and rhythm. Your power of de-

scription is equal to his own. No man, how-
ever gifted, has ever attained to your mastery

of the power of poetic expression without

a good deal 01 tuuuguL and piactice.

The charm and melody of your versifica-

tion, and your pictured images, are so ad-

mirably presented in your descriptions.”

John C. Harkness, A. M., a graduate of Bow'-

doin College,and publisher of Harkness' Maga-
zinc, says :

“ The poem “Elflora of the Sus-

quehanna,” by C. Harlan, M. D., is so delight-

fully entertaining that whoever begins its pe-

rusal will not lay it aside without completion

—save from sheer necessity. I have read it a

number of times and find it just the thing to

entertain an honored guest. It has great

strength and stirring energy of diction, refined

sentiment, clearness and fidelity of descrip-

tion. Its combination of these high and e.x-

ceedingly rare merits give the poem “Elflora,”

immortality. Mental power glows in every

page. The plot is so skillfully wrought that

you all the time want to know- what is going

to happen ne.xt. Such a wmrk is a monument
to its author’s genius, infinitely more enduring

than marble column or granite structure.” El-

flora was written more than forty years ago

and then laid aside. The toils and anxieties

of professional life, incident to a very large

practice, and the imperative necessity of a

close attention to business, caused the doctor

to give but little time, or thought to literary,

pursuits. He was satisfied with the discharge
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of his duties as a physician. Curiosity, more

than anything- else, induced him to look over

his early writings. He was astonished to dis-

cover that Elflora needed only a careful re-

vision to be, not only the best thing he had

ever written, but a master-piece of the highest

order of composition.

OSS, JAMES JEFFERSON, eldest son

of Gov'ernor William Ross, of Seaford,

was born in 1S46 on the Ross estate on

which he now resides. For an account

(S/ of his family see sketch of W. Ross. He
attended the schools of Seaford, and in 1863 was

under the instruction of Dr. Clemson at Clay-

mont. He completed his education at Edin-

burg, Scotland, where he spent two years.

Returning to the United States in 1865, full of

enthusiasm for agriculture, he devoted himself

to that pursuit, turning his attention particu-

larly to the culture of fruit. He has now

20,000 peach trees and 3,000 apple trees; four

thousand pear trees were planted, but many
of them have been destroyed by blight. His

small fruits also have paid him well. He has

150 acres of blackberries, chiefly the Wilson

variety; raspberries, 75 acres
;
and strawberries

in large quantities. He has two evaporators^

with which he has prepared 18,000 pounds,

principally of his own surplus fruit. He also

raises wheat from 500 to 1,000 bushels yearly,

and corn from 2,000 to 4,000 bushels. All his

cattle and sheep are thoroughbreds from Ohio,

and his stock farm is also a success. His herd

of short horns and his Cotswold sheep

took the premium at the Dover State Fair.

Mr. Ross is a director of the Delaware Rail-

road. He is a gentleman of refinement and

culture, and affable and pleasant in manners.

He was married in April, 1873, to Miss Sallie

A., daughter of George Levan, of Lancaster

county. Pa., and has one child, Brooks Levan

Ross. He is a communicant in the Protestant

Episcopal Church, in which he has been a ves-

tryman for eight years.

RAMER, REV. GEORGE ROBERTS,
founder, and formerly pastor of “The

Household of Faith,” Wilmington, was

born in Baltimore, Md., May 26, 1839

© The life of his father. Rev. Samuel

Kramer has been published and is full of in-

teresting facts, of which our space forbids even

an outline. He is now acting chaplain at the

Navy Yard at Washington, and was a major

in the army during the war, where he greatly

distinguished himself He married Rebecca

Stuart of Baltimore, and had seven sons and

two daughters. Three of the sons entered

the ministry of the P. E. Church. One of

them. Rev. John W. Kramer, is rector of the

Church of the Holy Faith, and Master of St.

John’s Guild, New York city
;
and another

recently deceased, was Rev. William. Paul

Kramer, rector of Christ’s Church, New
Orleans, who greatly endeared himself to

the people of that city by his self-denying

labors during the last visitation of yellow

fever
;

great respect was shown to his

memory. The father of Major Samuel Kramer
was Major John Kramer, who before the Amer-
ican Revolution, when but seventeen years

old, came to this country from Bremen, accom-

panied by his brother George, aged nineteen.

They both entered the Continental army" at

Harrisburg, Pa., and served during the entire

war. Major John Kramer was one of Gen.

Washington’s body guard, and was a great

favorite with him. After the war he settled

in Washington and finally in Baltimore, where

Major Samuel Kramer, the youngest of the

entire family, was born. Four of the elder

brothers of the latter were soldiers in the war

of 1812. His uncle George settled in Penn-

sylvania at the close of the Revolution, and

had several sons, one of whom was a member
of Congress for three terms from that State.

Major John Kramer married a Miss Paul, a

relative of one of the first governors of Dela-

ware, and whose family came from England

with the first settlers of Kent, Md. The
Kramer family has spread all over the states,

and the name spelled also Kraemer, Creamer

and Cramer, is found in every part of the

Union. George R. Kramer lost his mother in

his boyhood. He spent four years at Dickin-

son Seminary", and was licensed to preach in

Baltimore, entering the itinerant ministry of

the Patapsco circuit. He was opposed to the

division in the church, but after the separation

joined the M, E. Church South, and filled sev-

eral appointments in the Georgia Conference

with great acceptance, particularly at St. James’

Church, Augusta. He was afterwards stationed

at Staunton, Va., and in 1874 filled a vacancy-

in the Charlestown Circuit, Md. The follow-
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ing spring he was received into the Wilmington
Conference, and placed in charge of the Asbur>

Church. While settled I’lCre as pastor, a

change gradually took place in his doctrinal

views, it being now his belief that man sleeps

after death until the resurrection, and that

after the judgment the wicked are de-

stroyed in the second death, and not kept

alive in endless punishment. He also con-

ceived it his duty to preach these doctrines.

This occasioned great excitement, and the

feeling of regret was very general, he being

regarded as one of the most eloquent preachers

in the Conference. Many of his people fol-

lowed him upon his formal withdrawal from

the ministry and membership of the M. E
Church, June 20, 1877. A new church or-

ganization, with seventy-one members, was

formed the following Sabbath, under the

title of the Household of Faith. They wor-

shipped in the McClary building, where the

church increased in membership to over 300.

The corner stone of their new church was

laid October 20, ibbo, and the edihee was

dedicated on Sunday, December 3, 1881.

The meetings continued to grow in interest

and numbers, but several months later Mr.

Kramer was induced to accept a call from

"The Church of the Blessed Hope,” in Brook-

lyn. He preached his farewell sermon to the

Household of Faith, Sunday evening, July 30,

1882. The house was crowded and much feel-

ing manifested. Several of Mr. Kramer’s

sermons have been published, also “Aletheia,’

a reply to Ingersoll, and a number of poems

and hymns all of which met with great favor,

and sold rapidly. In his religious belief he

still claims to be in honest sympathy with all

evangelical Christians, and is a full believer in

conversion and the witness of the Spirit. He
is eloquent and forcible in his preaching. He
was married in 1865, to a daughter ofTheophi-

lus and Selma Hill, of Atlanta, Ga. They have

one child, Mary Rebecca Kramer
;
a son died

in infancy.

«
HANDLER, SWITHIN, Physician and

Surgeon and ex-Speaker of the Gen-

eral Assembly, is the son of Thomas
and Sarah (Yarnell) Chandler. Thomas
Chandler v.as a farmer, of Mill Creek

hundred, born 1800, died 1872. Sarah Chand-

ler was born in 1S07, and is yet living. Dr.

Chandler was born in 1830. and his lineage is

easily traced. He carries the ole Saxon name
of the first emigrant, wh.o, with his wife and
eight children, arrived in Philadelphia with

\Vm. Penn, and were—as most of thieir descend-

ants in Pennsylvania and Delaware and in

other States of the L'nion—members of the So-

ciety of P'riends. Swithin Chandler’s name
appears as having been sigtied to a petition in

the year I7-|0, to Thomas Penn, asking, with

others of Chester county, that VV’illington,

now Wilmington, be made a borough. (Ferris’

Early Settlements on the Delaware, p. 207.)

The subject of our sketch is one of twelve chil-

dren, five of whom survive. His academic

preparation for professional life was obtained

under the direction of Rev. Mr. Gayley, of

Wilmington, and in his twentieth year he en-

tered, as a student, the office of Dr. Wm.
Notson, a well-known physician of Philadel-

phia. He matriculated in the Medical De-

partment of the University of Pennsylvania,

1851, and graduated M. D., in the class of

183^}, and iimuedictLcIy entered on the practice

of medicine in Mill Creek hundred, and after

two and a half years removed to his present

home near Brandywine Springs. He, for

twenty-eight years, has had an extensive and

laborious practice, yet possessed of a splendid

physical organization, looks as though he

could easily measure and master, in en-

durance, other twenty-eight years of equal

labor. Popular, genial, and sympathetic,

he is not less loved as a neighbor and

a man, than he is sought after as a skillful

physician and surgeon. In all that relates to

the public advantage of his community and of

the State, he has always taken a deep interest,

and it is not surprising that we find him, for the

last twenty years a School Commissioner and

Secretary of the Board. In the wider sphere

of public and official service he has also be-

come well-known to the people of the State.

He served as a member of the State Legisla-

ture in 1878-9, and was chosen Speaker of

the General Assembly, making a popular and

efficient presiding officer. He has always

acted with the Democratic party, and through

the earnest solicitation of his party is a candi-

date for the State Legislature at this writing,

October, 1882. Since 1853 he has been a mem-
ber of the order of Odd Fellows, and was

miade a Master Mason in 1870. He has filled
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all the chairs of the Blue Lodge, and has

'

served as Deputy Grand Master of the State

His religious affinities are Presbyterian : of

that church he has been a member for many
years, and is at present one of the ruling elders

of Red Clay Creek Presbyterian Church.
.

Dr. Chandler has been twice married, first !

to Miss Sarah, daughter of Joseph Lindsay, an
'

elder of Red Clay Creek Church, and after her :

death to Miss Rebecca A., daughter of Jacob'

Rubencame, of New Castle county. There

;

was one child of the first marriap'e who died
^

I

early. P ew gentlemen in the State have more
|

attached friends, and perhaps no physician in

the State so large or remunerative a coun-

try practice.

"^, 00PP:R, HON. RICHARD, one of

the judges of the Supreme Court of

Delaware in the early part of this cen-

born in the year 1755, in

Tuckahoe Neck, Caroline county. He
was the son of Richard and Ann fBroadaway)

Cooper, who had a family of ten children, of

whom seven grew to maturity ; Mary, Ann,

Richard. Nehemiah, Ezekiel, Thomas and

Sarah. They were highly respectable people,

in comfortable circumstances. The grand-

father of the subject of this sketch w'as John

Cooper, the youngest of three brothers, who
came to this country from England in the lat-

ter part of the seventeenth or the first of the

eighteenth century. Their father was a gen-

tleman of means in England. The eldest,

George Cooper, came only on a visit and soon

returned. The second, Richard Cooper, w'as a

clergyman of the established Church, and

owned a farm in Mendenhall Forest, where he

lived and died a bachelor. The third brother,

John Cooper, married Miss Smith, of Tucka-

hoe Neck, and settled in that place, where

they brought up their five children
;
Thomas,

George, Deborah, Ann, and Richard. Thomas
was sent back to England, at the age of

twelve years as the heir to the estate of his

uncle George, vvho died childless. The others

with their descendants remained in Delaware.

Richard, the youngest, was studious and
thoughtful, and while his educational advan-

tages were very limited, improved every op-

portunity to acquire information. In his early

manhood he was a farmer, and on his mar-

riage with Sarah, daughter of Aaron Alford,

56

of Caroline county, Md., settled on the Forest

farm, near Willow Grove, where he also kept

a store
;
was constable and afterwards Justice

of the Peace. He was also a surveyor, and

filled almost every subordinate office in the

county. He was finally appointed by the

Governor an Associate Judge on the bench of

the Supreme Court of the State, which office

he filled with honor and ability for many
years. He resided from that time at Passey,

one mile south of Dover, now called Cooper’s

Corner. He v/as a man of irreproachable char-

acter and accumulated considerable property',

leaving, at his death, his widow and children

in comfortable circumstances. By his first mar-

riage he had three children: Richard, Elizabeth

and Sarah, who all grew to maturity. The
two y'ounger married and left families. His

wife dying, he married, about the year 1800,

Clarissa, daughter of Jenifer and Jane Taylor,

of Mispillion hundred. By her he had three

children : Richard Jenifer, Ignatius Taylor and

William Hughlett. Judge Cooper died at

Passey, August 29, 18 iS, at the age of si.xty-

three years His wife lived to the same age,

and died at her residence in Dover, March 24,

1841.

UNNING, ERASMUS CLARK, M.

D., late of Wilmington, was born June

18, 1843, Dover, where his father

James Anderson Dunning, w'as for

many years a merchant and prominent

business man, and whose sterling integrity'

and Christian character won him the warm re-

gards of the community. He died, greatly

regretted, February 6, 1865, in his 57th year.

His wife, Louisa (Turner) Dunning, died Jan-

uary 15, 1846, when her son Erasmus was only

two and a half years old. He was their only

child, and great attention w'as given to his

education and training. He was just entering

Dickinson College at the breaking out of the

war, but at once decided to give himself to

the service of his country. He had receiv'ed

the appointment of Third Lieutenant of Com-
pany A of the 1st Delaware Cavalry, but

by an order from the War Department this

grade was abolished. Nothing daunted he

resolved to serve as a non-commissioned officer

and was mustered in as Orderly Sergeant, of

the above company'. But he was soon pro-

moted, and in Januar\', 1S63, becama
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second lieutenant of his company, and

first lieutenant the following December.

In April, 1864, he was commissioned Captain

of his company, in which position he served

with distinguished gallantry to the close of the

war. Soon after he received this commission,

his regiment was sent to Washington and here

met that order which dismounted more than
;

20,000 cavalrymen and required them to serve -

as infantry. This was an extreme hardship, as
|

the regiment was composed of men accus-

tomed to the saddle from boyhood and who
had enlisted for that special arm of the service.

Yet no officer resigned, and each man took his

musket and bravely bore his part in the hotly

contested battles which followed. Through

them all Captain Dunning passed unharmed.

In March, 1865, the painful news reached him

that his honored father had died after a short

illness, and finding it imperative that he should

return home and take his place at the head o

the bereaved household, he resigned but a few

days before the surrender at Appomattox.

His position in the army, attained by hard

won and successive steps, was reached before

he was twenty-one, and his record was most

honorable. He soon after commenced the study

of medicine in the University of Pennsylvania,

from which he graduated in March, 1868. The

following month he passed with credit an ex-

amination before the IMedical Board of the

United States Navy, and was commissioned,

April 21, Assistant Surgeon. He was first

ordered to the Naval Hospital at Norfolk, and

the following spring to the Navy Yard at :

Washington. Next he served on board the

United States Monitor Dictator, and shortly

after, at the request of Rear-Admiral Charles

H. Poor, commanding th e North Atlantic

Squadron, was transferred to the flagship

Severn. On this he went to the West Indies,

but his health becoming impaired, returned,

and after two months’ sick leave, again reported

for duty, and was assigned to the Naval Hos-

pital at Washington, where he was resident

surgeon for two years. January l, 1873, he

resigned this position and settled in Wilming-

ton, where he had a large practice until his

death. He was a man of fine appearance,

frank and genial in manner, and his skill and

ability won him a gratifying success. He was

also a christain and a gentleman, and had many
warm friends. He was married January 17,

I

1872, to Miss Harriette Shallcross, daughter of

I

Samuel Morris, Esq., of Chester county. Pa.,

'and had one child, Mary Rogers Hartshorne

I Dunning. His sudden and unexpected death,

'June 7. 1880, from hemorrliage of the lungs,

was deeply mourned in the community of

which he was so bright an ornament.

7^ OSS, HON. WILLIAM HENRY HAR-
APi' RISON, Ex-Governor of Delaware, was

« born June 2, 1814, at Laurel. His father,

Caleb Ross, a well known and infiuen-

(2/ tial citizen of Sussex, was born March i

,

1784, and died Nov. i, 1841. His mother, Leti-

tia (Lofland) Ross, of Milford, was born March

5, 1787, and died in 1832. William H. Ross

attended the schools of Laurel till 1832, when

he was sent to Claremont Academy, Pa., a

Friends’ school, where he remained two years.

On his return he became a clerk for his father,

who was engaged in a large mercantile and

grain business In 1836 Mr. Ross visited Eu-

rope with his father, traveling through Eng-
land, Scotland, and Ireland, and spent thc

year 1837 in business in Adam’s county. 111 .

From 1840 to 1845 he was engaged in milling,

tanning, and merchandising at Laurel, when
he removed to his present estate contiguous

to Seaford, where he has since resided. It

consisted of 1,400 acres of worn out land,

which he immediately began to improve and

enrich, till it now produces twenty to thirty

bushels of wheat to the acre instead of

five as at first, and the yield of corn has

been increased from ten to fifty bushels.

He early engaged in fruit culture, and now has

1,200 peach trees in bearing and as many more
in a thrifty young orchard

; 1,500 apple trees,

3.000 grape vines, and 150 acres in berries of

different kinds. He is probably the largest

grower of small fruits in the State. His 5,000

pear trees nearly all died from blight As a

farmer he has been eminently successful. He
has recently turned over this whole interest

to his son James J., who conducts the business

of fruit growing and agriculture. In 1859

Gov. Ross built his handsome residence and

now has one of the most beautiful homes in

Delaware. In 1846, he was elected a captain

of a Cavalry Company which was composed
of the leading young men of Seaford, Laurel

and contiguous hundreds. They furnished

their own horses and equipments, very hand-
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-K3 ns''f»bin3 dfl’.7 baeaaq ari dfnom gniffollol.
bi£ -^votqml of fifcijjd ^bkifaaenmi 9.1 d'ddw

j
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[
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j
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J
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yljioda fans loflnoM eoJsfS bafinU
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3.1
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bafToq^i nis^fi .ovsai-dsk^ *?ilf/Toin owl loJls fans

> •
’

aoH i*vi7 t»4f of'bangiees esw fans .yfub lol

fnabieoi «aw ari aiadw .nofgnidxsW fs lafiq

od *t\8r »i yi£iins(^ .eisoy owf loV nyagwa
-jnirabW ni balJfa* fans noifiaoq aidi bsn^it&t

^
*5

aid iilnv » bsd od atadw ,nol
' “

,p>asisj)qqs_^fK) 1q ncra s asw oH .dfsob
fans Jltia aid* bwis .lannsm ni Isinsg bns dastl
«;w »H .usjsua gniylijitg a <nid now ylHids
ynxm faadbnsmxmylfnoasbnsnisiahdas oals

'cisnnsl, bo'msm esw oH .afan9i^ anew
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somoiy uniformed and made a most excelient

horse troop. They disbanded in 1849

alter the Mexican war. Always a Democrat,

as was his father before him, Gov. Ross was,

in 1850, nominated by his party, and elected

Governor of the State, being then only thirty-

six years of age. In this high office he served

greatly to his own honor, and the satisfaction

of the people. Kis hearing having become
seriously impaired, he has invariably declined to

have his name used for any position since his

gubernatoral term expired, although fret]uently

solicited. He has represented his State in the

Democratic National Conventions of 1844,

1848, 1S56 and i860. During the late war Gov.

Ross visited Europe a second time, and made
a tour of all the principal cities of France,

Germany, Prussia, Belgium, Plolland Switzer-

land, Spain and Italy. It was his intention to

visit the Holy Land, purposing to see Damas-
cus, Jerusalem and Constantinople, but an un-

forseen duty called him back to England when
he had only gotten as far as Cairo, Egypt.

He was united in marriage June 7, 1840, to

Miss Elizabeth E., daughter of George K.

Hall, Esq., of Middletown. Seven of their

ten children survive : Letitia L., now widow
of Victor Green, Esq.

;
James J., engaged in ag-

riculture with his father, William M. and E C.

Ross, Phosphate manufacturers at Seaford
;

Sarah H., wife of Dr. S. R. Skellern,of Phila-

delphia
;
Mary G., wife of Montgomery Fisher,

Esq., of Seaford, and Laura F. Ross.

^I^L^EREDITH, PETER KNOTTS, Far-

elv'v'ilr
Petersburg, Kent county, was

born in the house where he now lives,

July 18, 1834. His father William

Meredith, also a farmer, was a man of

prominence in the community, and very ac-

tive and influential in political affairs. Elected

in 1856 to the State Senate on the Democratic

ticket, he was conspicuous in that body for his

ability and influence. He retired from farm-

ing in the spring of 1868, and during the re-

mainder of his life resided at Marydell. In

1870 he received the appointment of Justice
j

of the Peace, which office he held till

his death in 1874, being then in his sixty-

fifth year. He had for many years been a

deacon and a leading member of Mount
Moriah Baptist Church. His wife was Sallie

Ann, daughter of Emory and Sallie (Lober)

Knotts, of Nortli Murderkill hundred. They
had nine cliiidrer., of whom only four grew to

maturity; Elizabeth, widow of William Cab-

bage
;
Peter K.

;
afary Ann, wife of James L.

Cohn, and Sallie W., wife of Isaiah White-

lock. Mrs. iVIeredith died in 1848. Pier son,

Peter K., is now living in the house built by
his grandfather. Job Meredith, and on the

farm then owned by him. The only child of

the last named by his first wife was Elder

Peter Meredith, long and favorably known as

the pastor of Mount Moriah Bapti.st Church.

By his second wife, Idlizabetli Hatfield, he had

four children ; Rebecca, who married Thomas
E. Frazier

;
Whitely H., William, and Mary,

now widow of Samuel IMeredith. Job Mere-

dith was a thrifty farmer, owning about 500

acres ofland,and noted for his e.xecutive ability.

He was a Baptist, and died in May, 1825 ,
in his

65th year. He had four brothers who all went

to the West, in all parts of which their de-

scendants may now be found. All the Mere-

dith family in the United States it is believed

descended trom two brothers who cuinc aum
Wales to Pennsyh^ania, about 1670, One of

them afterwards came to Delaware and took

up the land on which the subject of this sketch

now resides, and which has from that time,

over two hundred years, remained in the fam.-

ily, descending from father to son in each gen-

eration. Peter K. Meredith attended the com-

mon schools of his locality, and spent a short

time at the Camden Academy. After attain-

ing his majority he engaged in teaching, with

much success, for four years, when he rented a

farm near Hazletville, which he cultivated for

eight years, and in 1868, rented the home
farm for two years. In 1870 he purchased

this estate, paying to his father the interest

while he lived, and the other heirs their

portion after he died. It consists of 400

acres of well improved land. Mr. Meredith

has a fine peach orchard of 4,000 trees, which

have been a paying interest, and from his

vineyard he obtains from six to eight tons of

grapes each year. He has also a pear orchard

j

of 100 trees, and cultivates the small fruits.

He has always been active in political affairs,

and is an influential member of the Demo-
cratic party. He is at this time a member of

the Levy Court of Kent county. He was married

in February, 1 860, to Miss Ella Chambers,daugh -

ter of John G. Chambers. Three of their four
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children are now living ; John G., Gilbert Judson, I

and Sallie Ann. His wife died in February,
j

1866. In April, 1867, he married Miss Susan,
|

daughter of Ambrose Broadaway. By this
j

marriage he has three children : Leora Virginia,
|

Wm. Broadaway,and Mary Evelyn. Mr. Mer-
i

edith is one of the most enterprising, success-

ful and highly esteemed farm.ers of his county.

ONES, COL. JAMES H., was born in

Wilmington, May 6, 1821. He was the

son of Morgan Jones and Mary (Hernp-

hill) Jones, the former a native of Wor-
cester county, Md., the latter of Wil-

mjngton, the daughter of William Hemphill,

He received his education in Wilmington, and

Ellington, Conn., where he was under the tui-

tion of Hon. Mr. Hall, whose excellence of

character and scholarship he ever gratefully

remembered. On March 3, 1847, he was com-
missioned Second Lieutenant, United States

Marine Corps. Previously to that time he had

served several years in the United States Rev-

enue service. In the years 1847-48 he was on

duty on shore with the United States Army in

the Mexican war, and in the succeeding two

years on board the steam frigate Raritan of

the home squadron. In the year 1851 and ’52

he sailed on the Raritan and Princeton, and

was also stationed at the navy yard, Philadel-

phia. September I, 1853, he was commissioned

First Lieutenant and ordered to the Macedo-

nian in the East India squadron, under the

command of Commodore Perry. The chief

object of the expedition was a treaty of com-

merce with Japan, which was admirably con-

summated by that able and accom-

plished officer. It was many years be-

fore Col. Jones recovered from the deleterious

climatic effects of this cruise. From 1856 to

1858 he was stationed on board the receiving

ship Ohio, at Boston Navy Yard. He sub-

sequently served on board the Macedonian

and Richmond, and in 1861, while at the

Washington Navy Yard, was commissioned
|

Captain, and was engaged in the battle of

Bull Run. From 1861 to ’67 he served suc-

cessively in the Pacific Squadron, at the Navy
Yard, Washington, in the Mediterranean, and

at the Navy Yard, Portsmouth, New Hamp-
shire. In 1864 he was commissioned Major

and Lieutenant Colonel. From 1868-71 he

was stationed at Mare Island Navy Yard,

California, and after that up to 1S80, was in

commarul of tlie Marine Barracks Navy Yard,

Boston. On March 16, 1879, he was commis-
sioned Colonel, and in 1880, was ordered to

the command of the IMarine Barracks, at

League Island, Pa.,and while preparing for his re-

moval to that station, was seized with severe

acute prieumionia, which terminated his life in

a few days, at the age of fifty-nine years. Col.

Jones was one of the best officers in the ma-
rine service of the L^'nited States. His

long and varied service brought him in

connection with a great number of the of-

ficers of the Navy, among whom he had

many friends, being esteemed by them an hon-

orable, accomplished and generous officer, and

an excellent disciplinarian. In 1863, having

already sailed for the Mediterranean, he was

found so debilitated by disease of the bowels,

which still lingered in his system, as well as

by an old injury of the leg, that the fleet sur-

geon recommended his return home. On leav-

ing his ship a letter was handed to him from

Admiral Bell, vvliu, icgretting the necessity

which compelled him to leave, complimented

him for his brave and uncomplaining devotion

to duty, although bearing such marked evi-

dences of pain and debility. To the library of

the Naval School at Annapolis, to the Dela-

ware Historical Society, and to the library of

the Historic Genealogic Society, of Boston, he

made large and valuable donations of books,

and to the St. Johns Espiscopal Church, of

Charlestown, Mass., of which he was a member,
and also one of the vestry under the rectorate

of Rev. Dr. T. Lambert, he made liberal con-

tributions. He left several manuscript volumes

of interesting descriptions of the places which

he visited in his various cruises, and of the

important incidents of his voyages. His wife,

to whom he was married September 27, 1842,

was the daughter of Mr. John Patterson, mer-

chant, of Wilmington, Del. She still survives

him. He was buried in the Wilmington and

Brandywine Cemetery, by the side of his only

daughter, who had died at the age of three

years—the only child of her parents.

8
ARGADINE, ROBERT WHITTA-
KER, M. D., of Felton, was born near

Canterbury, April 28, 1844, being the

eldest son of Henry K. Hargadine and

Ruth, his wife, the daughter of William
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-tljQ sdJ uj ijHoqcnnA Jr If/<:iri5<2 IbvbM odi
li arfj oi biia ^X3'.v|.,rjg laanolsi’jH avs'd

sd 'Olioff la,xiaivo$ af^l.BisnaOaivjJalH wlj
,‘- ‘^ntS li» arto'jRnob •jld.^suJBV bin abcm
V. ,d?ii/dD I* ^ndot ,ik »d) oi.-hne

iitidfr.',-ni * Vj¥l' lo /.aafiV^fO .wlijaiiRdD
nlRiiiiaji jfii ?atftu v'liaov adl lo 300 ij^h bps
-.103 bi5&dil 3b>.nf ad ,j’ncfm/,J .T .id .va^ilo
wwimIov JqnDflimom Ji. iavaa ilai sH ,&noiiodhl
d^id-w eosc-fq sdt lo *«oijqii:jf; 3b ^niJasiyaliti lo
rdj lo bn£ .faai;/rj euoiriv «jjl oi baiiei? 5<f

bod ad amlf i£dJ ol .eqioO unruM
-vail «3iBlS baJlii’J sdi ni awax Iaiav>« ba'/aa*

tici MV 9rt d^k-Tikbi «5£3X 9dJ rtl .^oivipt 3i>n»
ni \(miA *>1jsJc! bwinU ad) rfliv aioda no x)»b
uvJ anHoi>330ue srfi oi hoc »5«w nwlxsM ad)
lo a)aa^ v} m^Die ad) b5sod no ansx
sg' tfl5 I jRi 5B3X ?d) al .noibtiipg amod ad)
bn* ,»^V>-wix*\ bn* ad) no balbw ad
-lobfiliiW ,b5*x xvan ad) 3* fasnoi)*)* ocl* e«w
banoitRiinflioaaawad ,£ 2»j ladmalqaS ,xidq
•%kvi*,V4, adj o) baaabao bn« )n*na)wai«I' )eaiH
ad) tabcui ,no5bfiups *ibnl ;ju;3 ad) ,.ni «m«
laW^ adT ,'^ia'? atobommoD lo bn£rmaM
-fno3 lo x^^)) * noiitbaqxo ad) lo Jaaido
-noa xWM<fl»b* * 6V daidw ,n6qfi{. diitf aaiam
-moaai; bn* aid* )*rf) vd balnnimue
-at) eifisx x««o )I .aaaflfio badgUq
Jiuohajslab ad) monl b'aiavoaaa gano) *IoD aiol

.
*!jv/ t*ifl to fcj.5jbi.im insrioqrai o) d^Si mori3 .atiino «id) lo g)o^ jiJsmIla
0^1 Lahi»m ’avi ad modw .o) hjnJviaDaa ari) Imod no banoUiJ)* saw ad 8j8i
-ia» .ftonaiJ*'! odol iM lo laJd^oeb ad) tnv -doi ahi .baisY xv«K nO)Eoa is qid«

llfis ad^ daa m<\'animliW=lo ,)nad3 ittCw»\.55^^ bistjd ’ no baviae vlinaiip**
bn* noigOhnliV/ Mb nl bnivid aH .mid! ad) )« alidv ,id«i ni bo* .VsitnwWtSi bn*
Xlrto -id )o abi« ariJ yd ,xi»amaD anivybosna

, bjsoolMinmioi e*w ,bi*Y xv*lW no)8nid**W
aaidj lo 180 ad» la baib b*d odw ,5a2rf^i;*b' lo alUJidj^ ni ba.S*8na **w^ fall* .ni*jq*0

•cJiiarcq ladlo bfjda x^«o ad>—«i*»x
j

bavTM^^d oj id3l .nn^ lluS

^ r '
I

ad) )* »noib*op5 adias? ad) ni xiavie«53
-ATTIHW T330OS ay.lOAOjiA

J

i>n« .nsansr^ibaM ad) lii */io)3nu!«*W ,bi*Y
man 05od mw •noilaX lo ,Xl ,Jd ,^33 #m* *

-q(tu.H wa>{ ,(L)aora*)io^ <b5*Y xv«il ad) )*
adi ]j(oiad .Bsi MisqA .x^^^^nsD baoctiudoHnoa ssvt ad *d8i nl ,aiid*
br* 'jnib*3i*H ,U xinoH lo no» jsabi?. lad racT-f danoloD )n«naiuaiJ bn*
nmUiiW lo laJd^wfib afi) ,aliw «id .diJi^i ^ j,bwY xv*V) bosbjl )* banol)*)* mw
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Whittaker, both still living". They have had

eight children, five of whom are living. Henry
,

K., the younger of their two sons, is a farmer
,

near Canterbury
;
the eldest daughter, Mary

^

C. , married Walter Burton, who descended
;

from the Rodney family. She died in 1S74, i

leaving a son, Rodney Burton. The father ofj

Dr. Hargadine was early left an orphan, and
|

at a tender age had to earn his living, and
j

make his own way in life. His father, Robert

Hargadine, was a farmer in comfortable cir- :

cumstances, but died in 1831, at the age of,

thirty-two. The father of the last named was :

Mark Hargadine, also a farmer. The family
j

is old, of German or Saxon origin, the name
j

being originally Hagedone, the same as Haw-
j

thorn in English. The family came to Amer-
ica just prior to the Revolution

;
is now very

numerous, and scattered in every part of the

country. Robert W. Hargadine attended
^

school from three to six months of the year,
j

till nearly eighteen years of age, after which
|

he spent over two years at schools of a higher
j

grade, at Camden and Dover. He then taught
j

one year and spent the winter of 1864 in his

uncle’s store in St Louis. Returning to Dela-

ware he studied medicine in the office of Dr.

Thomas Cahall, of Frederica, graduating M.

D. from the University of Pennsylvania in

1867, and entered St. IMary’s Hospital, Phila-

delphia, as Resident Surgeon. In that insti-

tution, with which he was connected three

years, he enjoyed unusual advantages for per-

fecting himself in the knowledge of his pro-

fession. Besides his general practice, he de-

voted much time to the study of microscopy

under the celebrated Dr. James Tyson, and
,

became one of the founders and original mem-
;

bers of the Microscopical society of that city.

'

In 1868 he was elected a member of the
I

Academy of Natural Sciences, before w'hich he
,

read an original paper on the crystalization of
'

the blood. This attracted much attention

from physiologists, and the eminent scientist
I

and author, the late Professor Samuel Dickson, :

became from that time his warm friend. He
I

was also in 1868 elected a member of the Phil-

adelphia Hospital Association, and a member
of the Pathological Society, in the proceedings

of which he took an active part, and con-

tributed several valuable papers with speci-

mens. A brilliant career was opening before

him when his health failed from the close con-

finement of hospital practice, and an entire

change became imperative. He returned to

Delaware in December, 1870, and settled in

Felton, where his reputation and skill secured

him a large practice, and the close acquaint-

ance of years only increases the esteem and

confidence with which he is regarded. Dr.

Hargadine was married, October 31, 1872, to

Miss Mar)" Evelyn, daughter of Edward J. and

Elizabeth (Reynolds) Carter, of Kent county,

and granddaughter of Robert W. Reynolds.

They have five children : Edw'ard Carter,

Mary, Elizabeth, Robert and Albert Henry
Hargadine.

|">:^cWHORTER. THOMAS SEE, Far-

mer, near St. George’s, was born on

the farm where he now resides, Feb-

ruary 17, 1815. His father, Thomas
McWhorter, also a farmer, was born

in -that vicinity in 1776. His first wife was

Rachel Packard, by whom he had six children;

Horace, Jefferson, Leontine, Mary, Sarah Jane,

and Thomas See. He next married Ivirs.

Elizabeth Segars, of Philadelphia. The two

children of this marriage died in infancy, and

again losing his wife, he married Mrs. Mary
McCaulley, of St. George’s. Thomas Mc-
Whorter died in October, 1858. His father,

John McWhorter, also a farmer, died when
he was only six years of age. The last

named owned between 400 and 500 acres

of land, between St. George’s and Dela-

ware City. He was a brother of the celebrated

Presbyterian clergyman. Rev Alexander Mc-
Whorter, a chaplain in the Revolutionary

army, and widely known in that denomination,

particularly in Pennsylvania and New Jersey,

where most of his life was passed. Another

brother was Hugh McWhorter, the oldest of the

family, a farmer, and owned the lands now be-

longing to Anthony Higgins, near St. George’s.

The father of these three brothers was Alex-

ander McWhorter, a Scotch Presbyterian, who
came to America in the early part of the

eighteenth century and settled nearSt. George’s^

where he owned a large landed estate. His

descendants have been numerous and promi-

nent in that locality for over a century. Rachel

(Packard) McWhorter was the granddaughter

of Derrick See, the original settler of that

name, who owned a large tract of land south of

St. George’s, adjoining the canal, and consist-
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ing of ov'er icx30 acres in one body. This is

now divided into four farms : one owned by

Thomas See McWhorter, another by his

brother Leontine, (both inherited from their

mother),and the two farms of John P. Hudson,

Thomas See McWhorter attended tlie Acad-

emy at St. George’s till eighteen years of age,

when he served an apprenticeship of four years

in locomotive building in New Castle He
then returned to farm life, residing at the

homestead, where he still lives, and which his

father gave up to him in 1846. He has suc-

ceeded well in life by his industry, economy
and fair dealing His family have, for the most

part, been members of the Democrat party, but

he has been always a strong temperance man,

and voted the Republican ticket from the or-

ganization of that party. He was a devoted

friend of the Union during the war, and earn-

estly supported the general government. He
is a member and trustee of the Presbyterian

church in St. George’s. Mr. McWT.orter was

first married, in 1846, to Margaret Jane, daugh-

ter of his cousin, John McWhorter. Iheir

only surviving child is John Francis McWHror-

ter, who married Mary Susan, daughter of Pur-

nell J. Lynch, in 1870, and resides near Mid-

dletown. Mr. McWhorter lost his wife in

April, 1848, and was again married, December

23, 1856, to Miss Emma, daughter of William

and Margaret (Burkhart) Scott, of Philadel-

phia.

RIFFITH, ALFRED PRICE, Smyrna,

Real Estate and Insurance Agent
Dealer in Pianos and Organs, and also

engaged in farming and fruit raising,

\s was born in Odessa, Maj^ 10, 1843.

His father, Joseph C. Griffith, was born in Sus-

sex couty, in 1797, and commenced life as a

carpenter and pump maker. He afterwards

turned his attention to fruit growing and be-

came one of the earliest and most successful

peach growers in the state. His father was

Samuel Griffith, and his grandfather was one of

four brothers who came to this country from

Wales early in the eighteenth century. Joseph

C. Griffith married Mary Creighton, daughter

of Major John Wilds, who commanded the

Delaware troops in the war of 1812. He was

one of the finest looking men in the army
and always dressed in the antique style.

He married the daughter of Dr. James Jones,

a noted surgeon in the revolutionary war

and who joined Washington at Valley Forge.

See the sketch of Rev. and Dr. James Jones

in this volume. Alfred P. Griffith attended

the schools of Smyrna, till his eighteenth

year, after which he was clerk in a store

for two years. He then entered Bryant

and Stratton’s business college in Phila-

delphia, graduating in 1862. He was next,

for two years, in partnership with his brother,

Franklin W. Griffith, in general mercantile

business. In 1 866, he entered into partnership

with his father in the grain commission busi-

ness, which continued until the death of the

latter, in 1868. He now devoted himself to

farming and fruit raising, till 1874, when he

engaged also in the Real Estate and Insurance

business in Smyrna all of which he still con-

tinues. Mr. Griffith was one of the originators

of the PTuit Growers’ National Rank, of

Smyrna, and was elected a member of the first

board of directors. This position he resigned

in 1878. He has also been a director in the

public library of Smyrna, is v lec-Pi esident of

the Smyrna Building Loan Association, and one

of the most highly esteemed citizens of that

place. Fie is an active and efficient member
of the M. E. church, with which he united in

1869, has been a class leader since 1871, and

s also a member of the board of Trustees.

In 1874, he w^as a lay delegate to the Wilming-
ton Annual Conference. He was married,

April 12, 1871, to Miss Ella T., daughter of

Rev. Thomas Jefferson Thompson, D. D., then

presiding elder of the Easton district. They
have one child living, Julia Wilds Griffith.

Their only son, Alfred Carlisle, a lovely child of

one year, died in 1876. As a business man,

Mr. Griffith is active, earnest, honest, reliable,

and well deserves the success he has achieved.

EYNOLDS, SAMUEL M., Merchant

of Middletown, was born near Newark,

Aug. I, 1842. His father is John Rey-

nolds ofwhom see sketch in this volume.

(2z His mother was ?vlary G., daughter of

Samuel Moore, of New Castle county. Mr.

Reynolds was the fourth child of his parents.

He began in early life to attend school, and

after reaching his tenth year entered the

Newark Academy, where he continued four

years. He then entered the Delaware College
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and continued at that Institution for two years.

In the year 1858 he commenced a farm life but

left this emplos'ment to clerk in the store of

Hon. j. F. Williamson at Newark. In the

spring of 1861 he entered his father’s store as

a clerk, but became a partner in 1863, the

firm name being changed to John A. Reynolds

and Son. In September of 1864 the store was

removed to Midd'etown, and a brotlier, Edward
Reynolds, was admitted as a partner. Four

years after Mr. Jno. A. Reynolds retired from,

the business, the firm name, however, continu-

ing the same. In 1871 the store was removed

to a three-story brick building erected by the

firm. Soon after this removal Mr. S. M. Rey-

nolds bought out his brother’s interest and be-

came sole proprietor. In 1S76 he bought the

contiguous dwelling and altered it into a gro-

cery store. Mr. Edward Reynolds again be-

came a partner in 1868, the business having

attained such large proportions as to require

his assistance. They annexed another build-

ing and opened a clothing and gents’ furr.ish-

ing goods department. This enterprising firm

bought out the store of Thos. O. Culbreth in

Dover, and re-opened a merchandise establish-

ment under the firm name of E Reynolds &
Co. Their stock of goods in Middletown will

amount to the worth of $30,CX30 including dry

goods, notions, clothing and gents’ lurnishing

goods, with a large line of boots, shoes, hats

and caps, there being a large assortment in

every department of general merchandise.

Mr. Reynolds is a member and a trustee of

the Presbyterian Church. In politics he is a

Democrat. Mr. Reynolds was united in marri-

age on the sixth day of Dec., 1865, to Miss

Mary Cochran, daughter of R. T. Cochran of

New Castle county, Del. Two children are

the fruit of this marriage, Mary and Bessie

Reynolds.

ARRINGTON, PURNEL FREDER-

^cT[S
Commander in the United States

'' ‘

Navy, and head of the department of

astronomy, navigation and surveying, at

^5^ the Naval Academy, Annapolis, is the

second son of Samuel Maxwell Harrington,

late Chancellor of Delaware, and was born in

Dover, June 6, 1844. At the age of seventeen

he entered the United States Naval Academy,
and was graduated, September, 1863, third in

a class of thirty members, having accomplished

! the regular course of four years in half that

i period. Promoted to the grade of ensign in

I

the Navy upon graduation, he joined the

I

sloop of war, Monougahela, of Farragut’s

J

squadron, and coir.manded a division of guns

on board that ship at the battle of Mobile

Bay, and in her celebrated contest with the

rebel ram Tcnnessei:. Subsequently he partic-

ipated in all the operations against the city of

Mobile, the capture of Fort Morgan, and the

blockade of the Texas coast. At the close of

the war he remained in the Mono)igahela as

navigator and ordnance officer, and while on

this duty was promoted to the grades of

Master and Lieutenant, and in March, 1868, to

that of Lieutenant Commander. While in

this ship he twice passed through an epidemic

of yellow fever, in which more than thirty of

the officers and men were lost. During the

earthquakes of November, 1867, the Mononga-

kela was thrown on shore by a tidal wave at

the island of Santa Cruz, West Indies, on

which occasion he contributed by his presence

of mind and prompt orders to the safety of

the ship. From 1868 to 1870 Lieutenant Com-
mander Harrington was employed at the Naval

Academy as assistant professor of Mathemat-
ics, and, subsequently, from 1873 to 1876, as

instructor in astronomy, navigation, and hy-

drographic surveying. In the interval between

these academic employments he served as ex-

ecutive o.fficer on board the Pensacola, flagship

of the South Pacific squadron. In May, 1873,

he commanded the Naval Battalion at Pana-

ma, during the revolution, and preserved the

railroad and the property of foreign residents,

for which service he received the thanks of the

Commander in chief and of the President of

the State of Panama. In 1877 he went to

Brazil in the flagship Hartford, in which ves-

sel he occupied for three years the difficult po-

sition of executive officer, and for more than a

year performed the duties of Captain and

Chief of Staff, imposed upon him by the illness

and death of the late Captain Henry A.

Adams. Since his return to the United States,

in the spring of 1880, Commander Harrington

has been employed as head of the department

of -astronomy, navigation and surveying at

the Naval Academy at Annapolis and in

command of the practice ship for cadets. In

May, 1881, he was commissioned Commander
in the Navy.
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^<^.^OUPER, DR. JAMIES, was born in the

^ oyi v'illage of Christiana, Del,, October 3,

1S03 Ho was the son of Dr. James

Couper, who then resided in that place,

q)^ bat a few years afterwards removed to

New Castle. His classical studies were pur-

sued in Newark with Rev. Francis_ Hindman,

and completed at New Garden, with Enoch

,

Lewis, the eminent mathematician. In 1824,

he was graduated M. D. from the University!

of Pennsylvania, having been a student in the
^

office of Dr. George McClellan. He com-
j

menced practice'near Downingtown, Chester
j

county. Pa., but soon returned to New Castle,

where he absorbed the chief professional busi-
|

ness of the place and neighborhood, earned
j

by the confidence of the community in his
,

conscientious and sound medical judgment.
|

Dr. Couper was one of the original members
|

of the American Medical Association, and

chairman of the committee who m.ade the first

report on Preliminary Education. That re-

port evinced the clearness of comprehension,

and the terseness and propriety of e.xpression

which characterized him
;

it embraced all the

main points required to be included in such a

report, and although very much amplified by

subsequent committees has been but little im-

proved. In the progress of medical science in

our State, and in its honorable upholding, he

was always greatly interested, which was

evinced by his presence at the meetings of the

Delaware State Medical Society,and his active

and efficient participation in its e.xercises. He
was repeatedly a delegate to the American

Medical Association, and was one of its Vice-

Presidents. He united with the Presbyterian
I

Church early in life, and continued a devoted
*

member while he lived. His death occurred
|

after a very brief illness from disease of the
!

heart. His loss was lamented by a large cir-

cle of professional friends, as well as by the

whole community in which he had so long, so

assiduously and so successfully cultivated his
|

profession. His death created a great void,
,

and his many friends long deplored the absence

of his kind and sympathizing presence, which :

had cheered and encouraged them in hours

of sickness and sorrow, and smoothed the

bed of death. Dr. Couper never became w'ealthy.

As he had no children, and lived elegantly, but

without extravagance or ostentation, his last

days might have been spent in ease and free-

dom from, the cares and anxieties incident to

his profession, but in the failure of the Bank of

the United States he, with many others, found

himself despoiled of much of the earnings of

his life, and his efforts for the rest of his days

were to repair the wreck in w'hich he W'as so

unexpected!}' involved. His remains were

placed in the cemetery of the Presbyterian

Church at New Castle. Dr. Couper married

Miss Mary, the daughter of Hon. James Black,

of New Castle, July 24, 1832, a lady endowed
with the graces of the Christian, combined with

the culture- fitted to adorn her brilliant mind.

EIGVVIN, REV. ALBERT NEWTON,

1
'

ftM pastor of the West Presbyterian Church,

Wilmington, was born in Jeffersonville,

Ind., February 20, 1840. His father,

James Keigwin, descended from a Cor-

nish family, of Welsh origin, the first of whom
any authentic record now exists, being Capt.

Jenkins Keigwin, of Moosehole, who was killed

in an attack by some Spanish gallies on the

towns of Moosehole, Newlyn. and Penzance

in 1595. The family crest was a white dog^

which is the meaning of the word Keigwin.

Their shield is now quartered with that of the

family of Lord Nichols. Over two hundred

years ago, a branch of the family came to Con-

necticut, where some of their descendants now
reside. In early life James Keigwin went tc

Louisville, Ky., where he married Jane, daugh-

ter of John Christy, who, in 1815, was a Swiss

refugee from Geneva to Delaware. He was a

gentleman of birth and fortune, and a man of

courage and ability. During the reign of

Louis XVI he belonged to the Swiss Guard

and was one of the defenders of the palace

when the Touleries were attacked by the Rev-

olutionists in 1791. He was among the twenty

who survived that desperate encounter. Na-

poleon placed him on his staff, where he re-

mained several years, and for a time, while

Switzerland was under the French protector-

ate, he was Treasurer of Geneva
;
but when the

Cantons became free he was obliged to flee for

his life, for the crime of having held posi-

tion under the French Government. He
remained in Delaware several years and

removed to Louisville, Ky., where he died.

Mr. James Keigwin soon after his marriage re-

moved to Jeffersonville, Ind., where he be-

came the lessee of the State Penitentiary. In
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this place he made a fortune of over a quarter

of a million dollars, largely invested in real es-

tate. When bis son Albert was three years

of age, he again removed to Louisville. It had

long been the practice in the family for every

son to acquire a trade, and on arriving at a

su.fficient age, the young Albert learned that

of a practical printer. When he had mastered

the business he entered Hanover College,

Ind., completing his course about the time of

the outbreak of the civil war. He then enlisted

in the Union army, receiving a comm.ission as

Captain of Company D, Twenty-sixth Regi-

ment, Kentucky Volunteers. After being in

command of his company for one year, he was

detailed and appointed Assistant Adjutant

General, on the staff of General Stephen Bur-

bridge, of the Thirteenth Army Corps. The
military record of Captain Keigwin is a bril-

liant one. He was in thirteen engagements,

the siege of Corinth, the battles of Champion
Hills, Ky.

;
Big Black River Bridge, Arkansas

Post, the siege of Vicksburg, and others. At
13 r .^1

James Keigwin, brother of Captain Keigwin,

was in command of General Osterhause’s Bri-

gade, and in the act of flanking the enemy in

a splendid charge, when his brother, seeing

with quick eye, his certain victory, and resolv-

ing to share in its honors, rode with Lieuten-

ant Robert Conover, of Indiana, considerably

ahead of his men, directly upon the confeder-

ate forces. The Colonel of the Sixtieth Ten-

nessee Regiment discovering the flank move-

ment, immediately surrendered to Capt. Keig-

win his sword and flag. At the capture of

Arkansas Post, one of the most desper-

ate contests of the war, he was one of

three men who together rode over the

rampart and were the first to enter the

fort the moment the white flag floated.

Immediately after the surrender of Vicks-

burg, he resigned his commission and com-
naenced his theological studies at Princeton,

where he remained a year, spending another

year at the Theological Seminary, at Danville.

Ky. He studied the third year at Haverhill,

Massachusetts. The Presbyterian Church at

P'ulton, Illinois, was his first charge, and during

the two years of his labors there it was greatly

prospered. After this he was one year at

Lyons, Iowa, and for two years at Cedar

Rapids. His health was the cause of these

57
"

frequent changes. In 1871 he accepted a call

to the Southwark Presbyterian Church, Phila-

dclpliia, where he was very popular, and where

his labors during a pastorate of seven years

were greatly blessed. In November, 1878. in

response to an urgent call from the West
Presbyterian Church, of Wilmington, he set-

tled in that city. He is a clear and logical

thinker, and a fluent and eloquent speaker.

His people are devoted to him. He was

married in 1S64 to Miss Amanda L. Bullock,

of Haverhill, Massachusetts, a lineal des-

cendant of Sir Chauncey Bullock, of Corn-

wall, England, who removed from thence to

Canada. They have two sons, Albert Edwin
and Earnest Farewell Keigwin. Their only

daughter, Blanch Annie, died in early child-

hood.

I^AILEY, THOMAS EMORY, Farmer,

bornnear Kenton, was born February 12,

. 1838, being the third son and eighthm child of Mason and Sarah (Smithers)
T4 ) ^7 rrn pr

and land owner. He died May 2l, 1872, in the

seventy-ninth year of his age. His widow,

w'ho w'as the daughter of John and Ruth
Smithers, is now in her eightieth year, and in

the enjoyment of good health. Mr. Thomas
E. Bailey attended the schools of his native

place till he was about eighteen years of age,

after which he was a clerk in Philadelphia for

three years. Returning to Delaware in i860,

he thenceforward devoted himself to agricul-

ture, the first farm of which he took charge

being half a mile west of Kenton; but in 1866

his father purchased for him the farm on which

he has since lived, called the “ Seven Hicko-

ries,” and containing 400 acres of highly im-

proved land. He has upon it a fine residence,

built mostly by himself, and large, commodi-
ous and substantial barns and out-buildings

;

besides six tenant houses. He has also pur-

chased two other tracts of land adjoining,

making 125 acres additional. A few years ago

he had 150 acres in peaches, but has now only

6,000 trees. His fruit has some years realized

him a profit of $5,000. He has also 600 apple

trees, 1,100 pear trees, and 500 grape vines, all

of which are profitable. He raises wheat ex-

tensively, and in 1880 produced 2,200 bushels

on one hundred acres of land. He is one of

the most industrious, enterprising and success-
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ful farmers in Kent county, and is one of the

substantial men of the State. Mr. Bailey is a

Democrat in politics, but has never been active

in public affairs. He was married February

12, 1867, to Miss Clara E., daughter of William

and Hannah (Palmer) Flutchinson, of St.

Jones’ Neck, Kent county. They have five

childen : Sarah Smithers, Linda, Bertha, Ma-
son William, and Etta Bailey.

/^^YERS, REV. THOMAS OLIVER,
Pastor of the M. E. Church at East

New Market, Md., was born May 27,

1838. He was the eighth child of a

family of nine. His parents were

James and Nancy (Harwood) Ayers. His

father was of English descent
;
his mother, on

her father’s side, was of Irish extraction. She

was mairied in her eighteenth year, and died,

aged forty-eight, in 1850. James Ayers died

in 1S42, in his forty-second year, when his son

Thomas was only four years old. Thomas had

few advantages of education. He commenced
attending school at eight years of age, but

went only at intervals. After the death of his

mother he was employed on a farm. When
seventeen years of age he went to Sm.yrna,

and served three years as an apprentice at

harness making. He became a good workman
and was employed by Mr. Ruth for a year after

his apprenticeship with him expired. At the

end of this year, he bought out his employer

and began business in his own name, at which

he continued until 1861. During all these

years he employed all his leisure time in study.

When the civil war broke out he became an

earnest patriot and Republican, and October

25, 1862, entered as a private the Sixth Regi-

ment, Company A, Delaware Infantry. When
the company was organized he was made Or-

derly-Sergeant and served during the entire

term. He re-enlisted and entered the Seventh

Regiment, Delaware Infantry, July 27, 1864,

and served as First Lieutenant of Co. F.

After his muster out he again volunteered, and

was made P'irst Lieutenant of Co. F, Ninth

Regiment, Delaware Infantry
;
was detailed

and made Adjutant. December 15, 1864, he

was commissioned Captain of Co. H., and was

mustered out with his Regiment at the expira-

tion of its term of service. He resumed his busi -

ness at Smyrna, but under the strong convic-

tion that this was not to be the business of his

j

life. In 1859 he became a member of the

i M. E. Church at Smyrna. During the ne.xt

mine years he was successively a class-leader,

I

exhorter and local preacher, and while giving

all needful attention to business, was still

!
earnestly applying himself to preparing for

j

the ministry of the gospel. He first served

the church occasionally on Smyrna Circuit,

and was received into the ranks as a trav-

eling preacher in 1870. He was appointed

to Millsboro, and served as pastor of that

charge for three years, after which he was

sent to Frankford for three years, and in

1876 was appointed to the Pocomoke City M.

E. Church for two years; then became pastor

of Asbury M. E. Church, Crisfield, Maryland,

for two years. He is now pastor of the M.

E. Church, at East New Market, Maryland.

Mr. Ayers is an original thinker, and as a

speaker is forcible and popular. He has been

very successful as a financier in church mat-

ters, and largely engaged in building and fit-

ting up churches and church property. He
has been very active in the cemperaiu-c cause,

and has been a bold and fearless worker in be-

half of local option. He joined the Good
Templars in 1868, and in September, 1869,

was made Grand Worthy Chief Templar of the

State of Delaware, for one year. As an Odd
Fellow he has passed all the chairs, and has

been a delegate to the Grand Lodge of the

State. Mr. Ayers was married April l8th,

1861, to Miss Rebecca T., daughter of Joseph

and Phoebe A. Disch, of Smyrna. They have

had nine children, of whom only three survive.

EYNOLDS, HON. ROBERT JOHN,
Farmer and State Treasurer, was born

in Smyrna, March 17, 1838. He is the

youngest child of Robert Wright and

Sallie Gilder (Marvel) Reynolds. Mr.

Reynolds came with his parents in early child-

hood to “Golden Ridge,” the family home-

stead near Petersburg on which he still re-

sides. He attended the schools of that vicin-

ity till his fourteenth year, after which he was

sent for two years to the academy at Middle-

town. He then became a student for three

years in the Fairfield Seminary, Herkimer

county, N. Y., pursuing the higher English

branches, mathematics and the languages.

In i860 he entered upon the practical

duties of life as an agriculturist on ’the
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farm- “ Golden Ridge.” The following year,

June 18, 1861, he was united in marriage

with Miss Lovenia Latchum, daughter of

William. E. and Sarah M. (Sevil) Riggs,

of Smyrna. Soon after he built the commo-
dious residence, in which he has since resided.

His father died, February 14, 1863, and his

mother continued to occupy the old home-

stead till her decease, which occurred March

15, 1874, when Mr. Reynolds came into

possession of the above estate. It con-

tains about 400 acres of well-improved land,

under a high state of cultivation, and located

in one of the best grain and fruit sections of

the State. Mr. Reynolds has not made a

specialty of fruit raising, although, he has in

bearing 2500 peach, 5CK) apple and 400 pear

trees, besides small orchards of other fruits.

The remainder of the farm is devoted, princi-

pally, to cereals. Mr. Reynolds has devoted

his life assiduously to his vocation, and stands

as one of the foremost farmers of Kent county.

He has always taken a deep and active inter-

est in public affairs, and exerts a wide influ-

ence in the counsels of the Democratic party

of the State. In 1868 he was elected to the

lower House of the State Legislature, serving

with credit in the session of 1869. He was

elected by the Legislature, in January, 1879,

to the office of State Treasurer, which he now
holds, and the responsible duties of which he

has discharged with ability and general satis-

faction. Besides these public trusts he has

been foremost in all matters that tend to the

improvement and advancement of the commu-
nity in which he lives, among which we may
mention that he has been clerk of the School

District for about twenty years. Mr. and Mrs.

Reynolds have but one child, Byron Reynolds,

a young man eighteen years of age and of

much promise. He is at present a student at

the University of Virginia, and contemplates

entering the legal profession. Mr. Reynolds

is a gentleman of intelligence and worth, and

greatly respected as one of the substantial

citizens of the State.

^c^AHOON, HON. WM. RICKETTS,
of the firm of William R. Gaboon &
Son. Manufacturers of Carriages, Dover,

was born October i, 1813. His father,

Captain Samuel Gaboon, a well known
K^nt, was in command of a company

in the war of 1812. He died in 1821. The
relatives of his wife, Rachel Ricketts, were

formerly residents of the same county, but are

now of Cecil county, Md. She died in i866.

They had five children, of whom the subject

of this sketch was the tliird. His grandfather,

William Cahoon, and also his father before

him, lived and died on the estate known as

“Pearman’s Choice” one and a half miles

south of Smyrna. The family were from

Scotland, and were among the early settlers

of Kent. William R. Cahoon attended a sub-

scription school till thirteen years of age,

after which,' until reaching his twenty-second

year, he was a clerk, first at Cowgill’s Corner,

and afterward at Smyrna. At the former place

he commenced mercantile business for himself,

but was not successful, and next took up the

occupation of teaching,having always had a de-

cided literary taste. He taught first in the vicin-

ity of Smyrna, until 1833,where he was appoint-

ed Justice of the Peace and Notary Public by
Gov.Comegys, and removed to Kenton, where,

also, he taught the village school, remaining

in that place five years. Leaving Kenton he

became, in 1844, a member of the firm of B.

Benson and company, of Smyrna, with whom
he was connected until 1862. In February,

1863, he was appointed by Gov. William Can-

non, Clerk of the Orphans’ Court and Regis-

ter in Chancery, serving with credit until 1868.

In 1863 he, with his son, William R. Cahoon,

Jr., commenced the carriage business in Dover,

which, to the present time, has been largely

successful. Mr. Cahoon has served in several

sessions of the State Legislature, having been

elected on the Whig ticket. He was an orig-

inal anti-slavery man, and gave to the bill for

the gradual abolition of slavery, his vote and

influence, but the bill was defeated. His par-

ents were both Presbyterians, his mother a most

saintly woman. He was, however, converted

in the M. E. Church, with which he united in

1829. He has been steward, class-leader for

twenty years,and superintendent of the Sunday
School. In 1852 he was licensed to preach,

and has been solicited to accept ordination.

He is secretary and treasurer of the Local

Preachers’ Association of the Wilmington An-
nual Conference and one of the curators. Mr.

Cahoon was married, April 20, 1834, to Louisa,

eldest daughter of Benjamin Benson, of Smyr-

na. She died May li, 1851, leaving eight
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children. December 28, 1853, he married Sal-
|

lie E., daughter of Joseph and Sabra P. Hof- i

fecker, of Smyrna. She died, Deeember 4,
j

18/8, at their farm called “ Home Nook,” on I

which they had resided for fourteen years,
j

Her children were also eight in number. Both
j

these ladies were remarkable for their lovely

Christian character.

^'^‘^"uPONT, CHARLES IRENEE, was

born at Charleston, S. C. March 29,

1797, the eldest son of Victor DuPont

and Gabrielle Josephine Lafitte de

Pelleport. His father was then the

French Consul at Charleston, where he had

been sent through the influence of his father,

DuPont de Nemours, to remove him from the

troubles of the French Revolution. The
whole family emigrated to the United States

in 1800, and eventually settled on the Brandy

wine. Charles I. DuPont was known through

the entire community and state, as an

energetic, industrious, and eminently public

spirited man. He was, for the greater part of

his life, largely engaged in manufacturing on

the Brandywine, but gave also great attention
j

to agriculture, and some of the most beautiful

and valuable property of the State, in New
Castle and Kent counties, attest his skill.

He also found time during his active and un-

selfish life to further other objects and pur-

poses. In 1841 he was a most active member
of the State Senate, and was elected and

re-elected to represent New Castle county in

the Legislature. He was'always found most

active in advocating the passage of any law

for the public good. One of the originators of

the Delaware railroad he was unremitting in

his efforts to effect the passage of any bill for

its benefit, and his influence in the Sen-

ate, Feb. 27, 1855, carried the bill through

that body which gave aid from the State

towards the erection of this road. He also

gave his time and the most untiring in-

dustry in soliciting and obtaining subscriptions

to the stock. He was a director in the P., W.
& B. railroad, and exerted himself to influ-

ence this company to take hold of the Dela-

ware railroad, believing it would be to the ad-

vantage of both, and without great delay

could not otherwise be built. Having, with

others, thus accomplished the building of this

road, he consented to serve as one of the di-

rectors of the company, which position he held

til! his death. He was married at New Castle,

October 5, 1824, to Dorcas Montgomery,

daughter of the Hon. Nicholas Van Dyke, of

Delaware
;

three children of this marriage

survive their father. He was for many years

one of the directors of the Farmers Bank of

Delaware, in Wilmington, and until a short

time before his death, its President. This

office he resigned in consequence of declining

health. Having lost his first wife in 1838, he

married a second time, Ann Ridgely, daughter

of the Hon,. Henry M. Ridgely, of Dover.

His widow, and two children of this marriage

survive him. Elected on the Whig ticket, and

firm in his adhesion to his party, he was never

a bitter or boisterous politician, but by his

dignified course, secured the esteem of all

parties, and without effort, unconsciously be-

came extremely popular with his fellow-citizens.

He was never deaf to the cry of distress or

wearied in helping others. His very kind,

social, and communicative manner, won
friends wherever he was known

;
his high prin-

ciples, and pure moral character, secured for

him the esteem of every one, and gained the

confidence of all who approached him. When
the war broke out, he was, like his lamented

brother. Admiral DuPont, “ardent in his de-

votion to the Union, and gave as liberally of

his means, as the brave soldier did of his

services and valor, to the cause of Union and
Peace.” Though interesting himself in every

matter of importance with unabated ardor, he

retired from an active business life some years

prior to his death. He died January 31, 1869,

peacefully and calmly, without an enemy, his

character without a stain, “ and the lustre of

his historic name untarnished and undimmed.”

ROLLINS, WILLIAM BISHOP, Hard-
ware Merchant, of Smyrna, was born in

Milford, April 5, 1820, son ofJohn Wes-
ley and Mary (Cheshire) Collins. His

father was a brick mason and builder, a

man of eminently upright and blameless life.

Five of his eight children by his first wife grew

to maturity, and he had two children by his

second wife, Mrs. Susan Stradley. The father

of John Wesley Collins was Thomas Collins, a

native of Still Pond, on the Eastern Shore of

Maryland. He married Sarah Henderson, of

Leesburg, N. J., and in early life removed to
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Milford, Del. He was also a builde.*", an ex-

cellent man, and prominent in the M. E
Church, as was also his son John Wesley He
raised a family of eight children, all of whom
became highly respected members of society

The progenitors of the family were among the

earliest colonial settlers on the Atlantic coast

William B. Collins received a common school

education in his native town, but was early re-

quired to assist in labors for the support of the

family. He was large for his years, and at

thirteen was apprenticed to learn the tailor’s

trade. The conditions were that he should re-

main till his majority, and. should, before that

time, receive six months’ schooling. This lat-

ter clause was not fulhlled till he was twenty,

and strong enough to compel his master to

keep the terms of the engagement. In 1836

his master went West, taking his apprentice

with him. They visited Springfield, 111 ., and

St. Louis, and returning in a few months, Mr
Collins settled in Smyrna. In 1818 he became
a merchant tailor, and followed this business

till 1867, when he engaged in the hardware

business, in which he still continues. He has

for many years been prominent in the public

offices of his locality, has served several times

on the Grand Jury, and for about thirteen

years has been a member of the Board of Town
Commissioners. For six years he was Presi-

dent of the Board, an office corresponding to

that of the Mayor of a city. In November.

1874, he was elected a member of the General

Assembly on the Democratic ticket. In this

body he served on several important com-

mittees, besides being Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Revised Statutes. Mr. Collins has

been for several years an elder and trustee in

the Presbyterian Church. He was married,

September 24, 1844. to Mrs. Maria L. Denny,

of Smyrna, daughter of Thomas Layton. They
have had four children, of whom only two are

living : Mary Cheshire, widow of the late

James W. Reedy, ofMilford, having one child,

Florence Reedy
;
and Henry Layton Collins,

telegraph operator at Smyrna.

B
ILLIAMS, Hon. RYNEAR, Retired

Merchant of Milford, was born in that

town, January 13, 1840. His parents

were Colonel William Collins and

Mary Hill (Hudson) Williams. Colonel

William C. Williams was a merchant in Mil-

I

ford for a quarter of a century, and was one of

I

the leading business men of that town. He
I
w.is distinguished for his integrity and his cx-

i
cellent business and social qualities. He was
appointed an aid on the staff of Governor Ben-

nett with the rank of Colonel. He was a

Democrat in politics, but would never accept

office. He was twice married, first to Miss

Hettie Burton, by whom he had three chil-

dren, two of whom are living
;
John H

,
and

William D. Williams. His second wife was

Mary H. Hudson, by whom he had three chil-

dren, of whom two survive; Reynear and

Robert Williams. He died in 1845 at the age

of forty-eight years. Mrs. Williams, his second

wife, is still living at the age of si.xty-one years.

This family descended from Reynear Williams,

who is supposed to have come to this country

during the latter part o! the seventeenth cen-

tury. Mr. Williams, the subject of this sketch,

was sent to the Milford Academy, where he

received a good education. He entered a store

in Milford as clerk, continuing for three years.

In i860 he went to Wilmington, where he

engaged as bookkeeper and salesman in a

large dry goods establishment. After three

years’ e.xperience he began the business for

himself in that city, which he conducted suc-

cessfully for three years. In June, 1866, he

sold out his store in Wilmington and removed

to Philadelphia, where he entered into part-

nership with Isaac S. Smith, under the firm

name of Smith & Williams. This firm was

engaged in the wholesale notion and hosiery

business on Market street, in which they were

very prosperous. In 1870 he returned to Mil-

ford, where he opened a dry goods store, which

he continued with uninterrupted prosperity up

to the fall of 1880, when he disposed of it, and

now devotes his attention to his vessels and

real estate. In May, 1876, he was elected and

served as one of two managing directors of

the office of Discount and Deposit of the Bank

of Smyrna, at Milford, which position he held

for two years, when the office was discon-

tinued. In the fall of 1880 he was elected on

the Democratic ticket to the Legislature of

Delaware, and served for the session of 1881

as Speaker of the popular branch of that

body. This position was entirely unsought

and given him by the spontaneous action of

the members of that body. His record as

Speaker was that of courtesy and fairness
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throughout. He is a member of the Masonic

order, being made such is 1S65. He is a direc-

tor of the Milford Building and Loan Associa-

tion, and is now its secretary and treasurer.

He is largely interested in agriculture, and is

the owner of several tracts of land. l\Ir. Wil-

liams owns an interest in four schooners, en-

gaged in the coasting trade. He has been

very successful as a busine.'^s man, and is an

influential citizen of his town. He was united

in marriage in 1S71, to Miss Annie P., daugh-

ter ofH. W. McColley, and granddaughter of

Rev. T. P. McColley, of whom see plate and

sketch in this volume.

RAZIER, JOSEPH, Farmer of Milford

hundred, was born, September it, 1823,

on the farm on which he now resides

and which has been in the family over

one hundred years. His father, Carey

Frazier, was born on the same farm in 1793.

He was a leading farmer and citizen of Kent,

and held several prominent position. He was

County Treasurer, was Trustee of the Poor

for twelve years, and for man}’ years a leading

member of Laws M. E. Church. He died in

1849. He was twice married ; first to Phoebe

Layton, of Milford, by whom he had four

children. Two of these survive; Mary, wife

of Samuel M. Carter, of Greensboro, Md.,

and Sallie A., wife of John Quillan of Mil-

ford hundred. Having lost his wife he

married in January 1823, Miss Lydia Draper,

of Kent county. Eight of the ten children

of this marriage grew to maturity, their names
being Joseph, the subject of this sketch

;

Carey
;
William

;
Rachel

;
Caroline, wife of

John S. Harrington
;

Lydia, wife of Reuben
Harrington

;
Thomas

;
Percy, widow of Jona-

than Brown, and John M. C. Frazier. William,

the father of Carey Frazier, either purchased

or inherited the farm above mentioned. Carey

was his only son, and assisted him in clearing

much of the land. Some of the logs were over

six feet in diameter. William Frazier died

about the year 1800, at the age of thirty-three.

The maiden name of his wife was Tomlinson.

After his death she married Thomas Sipple,

and had several children. The Frazier family

is known to have been in Delaware for over

one hundred years, and according to tradition

is of Scottish descent. In his boyhood, Joseph

Frazier attended the common schools of his

locality for nine or ten winters, but for man-y,-

days, of even this small portion of the year, he

was kept at home to assist in the labors of the

farm. He remained with his father till the age

of twenty five, when he married and went to

farming on his own account, in Duck Creek

hundred. After one season he moved to the

Wharton farm. North Murderkill hundred. In

January, 1850, just after the death of his father,

he returned to the home farm, which became
his by inheritance and on which he has ever

since resided. He erected, at that time, his

large and comm.odious house, and has since

added his extensive outbuildings. The farm

contains 178 acres, all under a high state of

cultivation and mainly devoted to cereals.

Mr. P'razier is devoted to his vocation, is one

of the most successful farmers in Kent county,

and was one of the first in that county to dis-

cern the advantages of combination and co-

operation through the order of the Patrons of

Husbandry. He is now Master of Grange. No.

8, of Milford hundred He is active, intelligent

and enterprising, and highly respected by the

community in which he has spent his life. In

politics he was an old line Whig, was a strong

Union man during the war, and has since been a

decided Republican. He joined the M. E.

church in 1857, and is one of the Board of

Trustees. He was married in 1848, to Miss

Susan, daughter of William and Susan (Davis)

Mason. They have had twelve children, of

whom ten are now living. Their names are :

William Mason, Davis Henry, Caroline, wife

of Beniah Anderson, of Farmington
;
Emma

Smithers, Sallie, Joseph and Susan, twins
;

and Cora, Ella and Harvey, triplets. Carey

Frazier, the eldest son, died in 1870, in his

twenty-second year.

(T^RAWFORD, JAMES V., M. D., Ex--

President of the Citizens’ National Bank
of Middletown, was born in Baltimore

in 1824, in which city he was educated,

(d and lived until 1846, when he became
a resident of Delaware. He traces his an-

cestry back to James Crawford, who came with

Sir Robert Carr, as a volunteer on the military

expedition sent by the British Government in

1667, to drive out the Dutch, who had taken

possession of the Delaware Colony. James
Crawford was of Scotch-lrish descent, and a

man of means and position. He co/icluded
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cast his lot among the hardy pioneers of the

Colony and remained at or near the New-

castle settlement. He obtained a grant

of several tracts of land from the English

Governor Nichols, of the New York Province,

and some from Edmond Andross, Deputy
CiOvernor of New York, before the Delaware

''settlement was sold to William Penn These

‘tracts or plantations were improved, and left

‘to his heirs, at his death, in 1683. His widow,

Judith Crawford, married Edward Gibbs, and

her children were Edward and Benjamin

Gibbs (see sketch of the last named.) One of

‘the sons of the first James Crawford, John,

"Was a clergyman of the P. E. Church, in Dela-

‘Ware. His great grandson, George, went

"South about 1747, and Elinora, a sister of

Tjeorge, married a gentleman named Porter,

"Who was the ancestor of Commodore Porter,

bf the U. S. Navy. Most of the descendants
~
6f James Crawford have resided in what is

Trow the county of New Castle as landed pro-

fprietors to this day. Like many of the

“iScOtch-Irish race they have been more noted

‘for'their attention to the education and ad-

'Vancement of their families in private life, than

"Solicitous of public honors. Many of them
"are interred in the burial ground attached to

^Drawyers’ Church, near Odessa and their

niafnes are conspicuous in the annals of that

"old church. The grandfather of Dr. Craw-

Tord, whose name was also James, was unfor-

tunate in losing the bulk of a fine estate by
securityship for friends. He survived for

'Several years his son Jacob, the father of Dr.

^Crawford, who was of a delicate constitution,

?®:nd died at the early age of thirty-eight

'years. He married a Miss Dukemin, of

•‘fialtimore, who was a Catholic, and died also

'very early in life. Her maternal grandfather

'‘Was one of the French Arcadian or Nova
“Scotian colonists, who were so cruelly driven

'irito exile from that once happy province, by
XJfders of the British Government in 1755, and

iier father, Francis A. Dukemin, was from

’a French mercantile family who had emi-

pgrated to St. Domingo, and had established

a large shipping business in that island; but

at the time of the insurrection were obliged

tto flee, losing the greater part of their pro-

'perty, and from that time lived in Baltimore.

IDr. Crawford was educated at St. Mary’s

^College in Baltimore, and having chosen the

profession of medicine, graduated from the

University of Maryland in 1845. His fir.st

object after this was to recover possession of

an estate in Delaware which had belonged

to his grandfather, James Crawford. In this

he incurred much risk and expense, but after

several years of wearisome delays and dis-

appointments his efforts were crowned with

success. He was also fortunate in selling at

an advance in price, just before the late war,

a tract of land he had bought in Virginia.

His means now enabling him to gratify his

tastes, and finding the practice of medicine in

the country too laborious for his strength, he

concluded to devote himself to farming and

the cultivation of his lands. This occupation,

though not entirely congenial, was better

suited to his health, and permitted him more
leisure for his chief pleasures, reading and

study. He was a director in the Citizens’

National Bank of Middletown during the ten

years following 1864, and held the position of

President of the Bank for three years, resign-

ing in i 574 - i^ ^ Kouiau Catliolic iii re-

ligion. He was educated in the Whig party

but has for many years past acted with the

Democratic party. During the late war he

followed the lead of Mr. Douglass and
strenuously supported the war for the Union.

He also sympathized with the administra-

tion of Andrew Johnson, in his efforts to re-

store the friendly relations of the States; and

he attended the celebrated National Union
Convention of 1866 as one of the Delegates

from Delaware. At the election of 1880 he

consented to serve as a candidate for the State

Legislature on the Democratic ticket in New
Castle county, but the ticket was defeated.

With these exceptions he has had no active

connection with politics, and much prefers

literature and the independence of private

life. In 1882 he was again nominated as the

choice of his party for the General Assembly.

ONES, HENRY B., late Captain in the

^
i: l II

States Revenue Marine Service,

^'9 1 born in Philadelphia, April 3, 1804.

His father was Major Benjamin Nones,

a liberty loving Frenchman, whocame to

America previous to the war of the Revolu-

tion, and when that struggle came offered

his services to his adopted country and was

assigned to the command of the body guard
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of the brave Count Pulaski. Major Nones

participated in most of the battles of the Rev-

olutiot\ary war, and was wounded at Red
Bank, Trenton, Brandywine and Germantown.

He was present at Yorktown and also fought

at Camden and tmtaw Springs, S. C. Baron

de Kalb fell in the former of these battles and

Major Nones was one of the four masons who
buried hi.m with due ceremony. After the

close of the war. he settled in Philadelphia

where he was appointed sworn interpreter of

foreign languages under President Washing-

ton. I'he son, who is the subject of this sketch,

was one of eleven children, and he passed his

boyhood at school in his native city. When
in his fifteenth year he went to sea in the

largest ship plying between Philadelphia and

Canton, China. His advancement was so rapid

that at the early age of nineteen he comman-
ded a vessel trading with South America and

other ports. About the year 1830. he was ap-

pointed a Lieutenant in the Revenue Marine

service by President Jackson, and he was var-

iously employed along our cudst Uutil the break-.,

ing out of the P'lorida War with the Seminole

Indians, when he rendered efficient service by

co-operating with the army.- He was pro

moted to a Captaincy in 1837, and ordered to

Eastport, Maine, where, for two years, he per-

formed very valuable service in saving many
lives and much property belonging to our

citizens at that port. His fidelity to duty was

acknowledged by votes of thanks from the

Chamber of Commerce and Colonial authori-

ties at St. John, St. Andrews, New Brunswick
and Halifa.x, By the latter he was tendered

a handsome service of silver plate as a testi-

monial of their esteem, but being an officer of

the United States Government, he could not

accept without permission of Congress which
was not requested. At the breaking out of

the Mexican War,Capt. Nones was ordered to

proceed, at once, with his vessel, the U. S.

Revenue Cutter, Forward, to Point Isabel,

Texas, and there report to Gen. Zachary Tay-
lor for duty in connection with the Army.
When the naval squadron appeared off Vera
Cruz, Gen. Taylor ordered him to report for

duty to Commodore Matthew C. Perry,and he

participated in the engagements at Alvarado
and Tabasco, At the latter place he remained
as Naval Officer commanding the port, and
afterwards blockaded various Mexican ports.

After articles of peace were signed he carried

out in his vessel Governor Robert Letcher,

American Minister, and his suite. He was

actively employed during the late war; a few

days after the firing on Fort Sumpter he took

his vessel to the Chesapeake, and later re-

ported to General B F. Butler, and guarded

the harbor at Annapolis. He performed

arduous service along the bay and at Beaufort,

N. C., whence he was invalided home; and on

his recovery was assigned to the command of

the United States Revenue Cutter Seward on

the Delaware Station. Captain Nones com-
manded Revenue Cutters at most of the At-
lantic and Gulf ports. In command of the

cutter James Lane he sailed through the

Straits of Magellan in 1855 and visited Cali-

fornia, whence, after a year’s absence, he re-

turned to Wilmington, where he had resided

many years. Captain Nones was well-known
and greatly respected, not only in Delaware
but in most of our sea ports, for his genial

manners and eminent services in rendering

.assistance to roming on our coast in

distress. The winter season has alv^ays de-

monstrated the arduous and trying duty of the

United States Revenue Marine Service, and

his zeal and heroism endeared him to many
afloat and on shore. He died, Aug. 25, 1868.

Several of his sons have served in the Army
and Navy of the United States; two sacrificed

their lives in the Naval Service, in which one
still remains.

OUSTON, HON. JOHN WALLACE,
A. M., one of the Judges of the State of

Delaware, was born at Concord, Sussex

county. May 4, 1814. His father, John
Houston, who was a vessel owner and

merchant, died in 1838, at the age of forty-

eight. He was one of the leading citizens of

his locality and of high character. He married

Pdizabeth, daughter of Cornelius Wiltbank, a

farmer on the Broadkill river, whose landed

estate had come down to him through suc-

cessive generations from his original American
ancestor, Helmanus Wiltbank, probably one of

the early Swedish settlers. The records

show that he was the Schout or Sheriff of the

Dutch Court at Hornekill, and was afterwards

one of the Justices of the court under the gov-

ernment of the Duke of York. He was a large

land holder, having obtained patents for sev-
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eral large tracts on the Broadkill and in the '

vicinity of Lewes before the Duke's deed of

feoffment for the three lower counties to Wil-

^

liam Penn, and before the latter had acquired

his letters patent for his province of Pentisyl-

vania from Charles the Second. Judge Hous-

'

ter of the Judicial Decisions of the Courts of the

State, five volumes of which have already been

published. Judge Houston is one of the most
accomplished scholars in the State. Not
long since he prepared a historical paper

of great merit and research on the question of

ton’s grandfather, named Robert, the son of the boundary between this State and Maryland,

John Houston, was a di.stinguished citizen of' and also New Jersey. The paper was prepared

Delaware in the last century. He was chosen ’ at the request of the State Historical Society,

by the Legislature one of the Commissioners ! and delivered before that body in Wilmington,

to establish the County seat of Sussex Co., but; Feb. 2i, 1878. He is a strong and logical

died of yellow fever contracted in Baltimore : thinker, a fluent and graceful speaker, and be-

in 1791, before the completion of the task. 1
tore his entrance upon his Judicial duties and

He was a man of exemplary life and highly

esteemed. The Houston family are of

Scotch descent. Several brothers early set-

tled in New York, and from them one of its

well-known streets was named. The family

afterwards branched off, some settling in Penn-

sylvania, others in Delaware and North Caro-

lina, and afterwards in Tennessee and Texas
In all these states the descendants have been

more or less conspicuous, and some have

consequent retirement from political life he

exerted a wide and controlling influence in

public affairs. Since his elevation to the bench
he has never exhibited the least partisanship

in his rulings or decisions, and has become
eminent for the candor, impartiality and great

ability with which he has performed the respon-

sible duties of his exalted position for more than

a quarter of a century; and the fact that he con-

sented to accept the nomination of the Republi-

achieved national reputation. They gave the can party for Representative in Congress in iSSo

name to the city of Houston, Texas, and Hon.

Samuel Houston, United States Senator from

that State, was of this family. The subject of

this sketch was carefully prepared for college

at Newark Academy, graduating from Yale,

in 1834, with distinction. He then entered

the office of the late Hon. John M. Clayton as a

law student, and after a three years’ course

was admitted to the bar. He at once settled

in Dover where he remained two years. In

December, 1839, he removed to Georgetown,

where he met with success. In 1841 he was ap-

pointed Secretary of State by Governor

Cooper for a term of four years. So conspic-

uous had Mr. Houston already become, and

so great was his reputation throughout the

State, that in 1844, he was nominated and

elected to Congress by the Whig party. He
was returned to Congress in 1846, and again

in 1848, making six years of continuous service

that was highly creditable to his ability and

patriotism. After a successful and even bril-

liant career at the bar for eighteen years, he

was appointed. May 4, 1855, Associate Judge

of the State of Delaware, resident in Kent

county, which position he still holds. His

opinions in many important cases amount al-

most to treatises and aie quoted as authority

throughout the country. We Is ex-officio repor-

58

without taking any part whatever in the can-

vass, constitutes no exception to this observa-

tion.

URTON, CAPTAIN GEORGE HALL,
U. S. Infantry, was born in Millsboro,

Susse.x county, Jan. 12, 1843. A sketch

of his father, Benjamin Burton, has been

given. He attended Colonel Theodore

Hyatt’s Military School in Wilmington, leav-

ing in i86[, and that year was appointed by

Judge Fisher, member of Congress, a cadet at

West Point. He graduated in June, 1865, and

the same day was promoted to a Second and

First Lieutenancy, and served afterwards on

the staff of Gen. Stoneman, who was in com-
mand of the First District of Virginia. In

1869 when in the Twenty-first U. S. Infantry

he was ordered to Arizona, and served as As-

sistant Adjutant General of that territory, and

as adjutant of the Regiment. In 1871 he was

promoted to a captaincy, and accompanied his

regiment to Oregon, where he bore a gallant

part in the Modoc wars. As a reward for his

bravery Gen. Jeff C. Davis recommended him

for brevet. Under Gen. Howard he took part

in the Nezperces war from the beginning to

the end, but came out from all these encoun-

ters without a wound. In 1878 he was engaged
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in the Bannock Indian war in Oregon and '

Idaho, and was afterwards stationed at Co-
^

lumbus, Ohio. In the fali of 1880 he returned '

to his regiment at Fort Elamath, Oregon, and

is now in command of that post. In the

autumn of 1881 he was ordered, by the War i

Department at Washington, to put up a tele- i

graph line to connect with tlie nearest one, I

one hundred miles distant, through the wilder- ‘

ness and ov'-er the mountains. In this under-
j

taking he succeeded, and while thus engaged
j

learned telegraphy so that when his line was

established he could send or receive a message.

The estimatiou in which Captain Burton is

held may be well inferred from the following :

Senator Grover of Oregon asked the Secretar}'

of War to detail the Captain to a place in the

signal service, urging that he was a good officer

and recapitulating the services he had rendered.

“ Senator,” the Secretary replied, it is just such

officers as Captain Burton that we can’t spare
;

if it was somiC unimportant officer that you

wished detailed we could let him go, but we
must retain our best officers.” Captain Bur-

!

ton was married at Los Angelos, Cal., in 1870,
|

to Miss Minnie, daughter of Judge Charles H.
j

Larribee, a member of Congress from Wiscon-

sin, Judge of the District Court for ten years,

and a colonel in the Union Army during the

late war. They have three children
;

Min-
|

nie Norton, Leila Ford and Catherine Green

Burton.

^^OUPER, DR. JAMES, son of Jamcg
and Jane (Eaken) Couper, was born

Jan. 18, 1778, in Christiana, in which

place his father settled in 1763. An
only child, his parents early decided to

give him every advantage in their power. On
the completion of his literary course he stu-

died for the medical profession and was
licensed to practice. In 1809 he was appointed

!

Cashier of the P'armer’s Bank at New Castle,

to which town he removed during that year.

In 1835 he was made Secretary and Treasurer

of the New Castle and Frenchtown Turnpike
and Railroad Company, which position he held

the remainder of his life. Dr. Couper is still

remembered by the more aged members of

the community in which he lived, as a man of

great integrity and uprightness of character.

Thoroughly trusted and respected by every

one, he was very frequently appointed a guar-

dian to minors and an administrator of estates.

He was a conscientious member and office

bearer in the Presbyterian church and left a

fragrant memor\ of piety and good works.

He was married. Sept. 30, 1800, to Miss Hannah
Mclntire, a lady of Irish descent, by whom
he had four sons and three daughters. The
death of Dr. Couper, Sept, i, 1839, when
in the si.vty- third year of his age, occasioned

the most heartfelt sorrow throughout the com-

munity. Sketches of his sons. Dr. James,

William and John Pfdwards, all deceased, may
be found in this volume. Samuel is still resid-

ing in New Castle. His eldest daughter, Ann
Jane, married George Kerr, a native of Scot-

land. Mr. Kerr died, Jan. 4, i860, and his wife,

June 14. 1877, leaving one son, James Couper

Kerr. The second daughter, Mary, is still

living. Her husband, James Logan Smith, of

Philadelphia, died March 6, 1843. Their chil-

dren were three daughters ; Annie Couper,

Esther and Ellen I.ogan Smith, the eldest of

whom married Rev. Alexander Proudfit, of

the Presbyterian church, and wliOsc three chil-

dren are John, Mary Couper and Ale.xander

Couper Proudfit. Elizabeth Riddle, the third

daughter of Dr. Couper, is also still living.

She married Dr. Lewis A. Edwards, a surgeon

in the Lffiited States army, whose death oc-

curred Nov, 8, 1877. They had three sons,

the eldest of whom, James Lewis Edwards,

died August 16, 1867. The remaining sons

are John Couper and George Kerr Edwards.

^r^ULLEN, JOHN WESLEY, Farmer
and Merchant, Dover, was born in Kent
county, Nov. il, 1809. His father,

Hezekiah Cullen, was a large land-

ed
^ owner, of Murderkill hundred, and was

distinguished for his piety and honorable char-

acter. He died in 1S24, in his fifty-fifth year.

His wife was Elizabeth, daughter of Edmond
and Rachel (Primrose) Bailey, of Milford.

They had nine children, viz: Ann; James;

Gideon; Rachel; George; John Wesley; Sarah;

Elizabeth; and Mary. Mr. Cullen’s grand-

father was John Cullen, a farmer of Kent, who,

with his wife, was drowned by the falling in of

a bridge at or near Frederica. They' had three

children, a daughter and two sons, Gideon, a

distinguished surveyor of his day'
;
and Heze-

kiah. The family, which is of Swedish origin,

have been worthy citizens of the State from
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early colonial times. Air. Cullen G;rew up on

his father's farm, where he was trained to hab-

its of industry, and was in a Christian home
surrounded by the best influences. Mis educa-

tional advantages, only such as were offered

in the subscription schools of that day, he

eagerly improved. At seventeen he left home
and became an apprentice to a wheelwright,

till his majority, when he built up a successful

business in Frederica. In 1S35 he entered into

partnership with William, Townsend at Fork

Landing, where they enjoyed a large trade,

and owned a \mssel which they run to Phila-

delphia, till 1841, wdien Air. Townsend with-

drew and located in Frederica
;
Mr. Cullen

continuing the business till 18.4.6. He then

for two years conducted a large and prosper-

ous mercantile and shipping business at

Odessa. Deciding to engage in agriculture,

he purchased, in 1848, “Cherbourg,” the old

homestead of Governor Comegys, in St Jones’

Neck, near Little Creek landing, containing

374 acres of good land, but in a dilapidated

state. Taking up his residence there he de-

voted himself to its improvement, adding lime

and fertilizers in large quantities. The same

year he built a vessel of eighty tons burden,

which he kept employed for ten years. About

1850, in connection with Thomas Wilson, he

brought the first reaper into Kent county. In

1856 he rented his farm and resumed mercan-

tile life in Dover, and also became a large

dealer in grain. In 1861 he returned to his

farm, but continued buying and shipping

grain. He at that time planted 1,600 peach,

and 400 apple and pear trees, which interest

was successful. In 186S he bought the “Bald-

win” farm, a part of the old Loockerman estate

near Dover, on which he afterwards resided.

The farm contained 135 acres in a high state of

cultivation. Mr. Cullen was brougnt up an

old line Whig, was next a Republican and a

staunch and loyal Union man during the war.

In 1840 he was elected a member of the Levy

court for Kent county on the Whig ticket,

and was re-elected in 1844, serving very ac-

ceptably for eight successive years. He also

served two terms of two years each as Com-
missioner of the Poor, and during his term of

ofifice, and mainly through his influence, the

building for the insane was erected. He joined

the M. E. Church in 1854, and became stew-

ard, trustee, and treasurer. He was married

! in 1834 to Aliss Alary Barrett, who died in

. 1855. leaving six children
;
John

;
Hezekiah

;

James; Elizabeth, wife of William H. Wallace,

: of Dover ; Mary, wife of Joseph Root of Phila-

delphia
;
and William. In August 1856, Air.

Cullen was married to Aliss Sarah Elizabeth,

daughter ot William and Sallie (Alartindale)

Wallace, a farmer near Camden. Their chil-

dren are, Harry Wallace
;
Charles Wesley,

;
who died in 1867 aged eight years; Edwmrd

j

Everett of Philadelphia
;
Franklin Alartindale,

Sallie Meads, Clarence Wesley, and Katie

Shakespeare Cullen. Air. Cullen took a just

pride in his family, and has given his children

liberal educational advantages. He made life

a success by an honorable course, and close

attention to business, and enjoyed the confi-

dence and esteem of all who knew him. Mr.

Cullen died, greatly regretted Alay 25, 1882,

ICKAIAN, HARBESON, Capitalist of

Lewes, was born in that town. Sept,

b, i8iS. Plis father, George Hickman,

was born, Jan. 14, 1779, on the old

family homestead, at Hackley Barney,

five miles from Lewes. He was for several

years a merchant in Philadelphia, but returned

to Lewes during the war of 1812, continuing

the same vocation successfully till 1844 when
he retired. He died in 1851. He married

Alary W. Alariner, of Lewes. They had four-

teen children, eleven of whom, eight sons and

three daughters, are still living in 1880. The
father of George Hickman was Nathaniel Hick-

man, a farmer who died about 1790. He had two

brothers, Richard and Selby. Their father,

whose name has been lost, came from England,

settling in Delaware early in the i8th century.

The family tradition is that three brothers came
from England to America, one settling in

Virginia, one in Pennsylvania and the other in

Delaware, and that their descendants are now
scattered all over the country. Air. Hickman
attended the best schools of Lewes, which, at

that time, were noted for their excellence, till

he was fourteen years of age, when he was

sent for two years to an academy in Philadel-

phia. After four years spent in his father’s

store he, in 1S39, entered into partnership with

his brother, Nathaniel W. Hickman, in the

wholesale hardware business, which they con-

ducted prosperously in Philadelphia for ten

years. In 1849 sold out to his brother and
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was one of those, who, in that eventful year,

made their way to the Golden Gate. After

remaining a few months in San Francisco he

went to Stockton, where he entered again iiUo

commercial life. He launched out boldly in

business, and was rewarded with immense

success. Altliough, in 1851, his store and

stock were destroyed by fire, a disaster which

involved him in a loss of tfico.ooo, he was

not disheartened, but soon had a new fire-

proof brick building completed and his busi-

ness again in successful operation. In 1855 he

sold out and retired from mercantile life. He
remained a few years longer in California,

operating largely in real estate, bonds, stocks,

etc., when, in 1859, he returned to his native

town, where he has since resided. Besides

his large landed estate in California he owns

about twenty farms in Sussex county. He
has taken much interest in improved methods

of agriculture, and most of his lands are under

a high state of cultivation. He also owns

about twenty vessels, most of them sailing to

the West Indies and South American ports,

although some of them are engaged in the

European trade. Mr. Hickman has always

been identified with the Democratic party, and

is now a member of the National Executive

Committee of that organization. He was

married, April 19, 1859, to Miss Elizabeth

Causin, daughter of Benjamin and Marion

Lee (Slater) Dickinson. Their surviving

children are Harbeson Hickman, Jr., Vir-

ginia Lee Hickman, Maria Dickinson Hick-

man, and Henry Beers Hickman.

AINWRIGHT COL. JOHN, Merchant

and Soldier, Wilmington, Inspector

General on the Staff of the Comman-
der in Chief, General Geo. Merrill, and

Commander of the Department of Del-

aware, Grand Army of the Republic. Col.

Wainwright was born in Syracuse, N. Y., July

13, 1839; and is descended from the Wain-

wrights so long settled in Monmouth Co., N.

J. This name and stock has long been known

as having had its representatives in the Army
and Navy of the United States, and had a his-

tory as patriots and soldiers in our Revolu-

tionary struggle for Independence. Colonel

Wainwright was educated in the public

schools of New York city, to which place liis

parents had removed in his early boyhood. He

came with a widowed mother and two other

children, younger than himself to this State

when in his thirteenth year. He spent in

New' Castle and Wilmington the years inter-

vening until his twentieth year, when he lo-

cated in WAst Chester, at which place he

was temporarily residing at the breaking out

of the war of the rebellion, 1861. His tradi-

tional soldier blood made him a private in

the earliest organized company from that

tow'n, and it became a part of the 2nd Penna.

Vols., three months service. He was with his

company and regiment through the period of

its enlistment
;
was mustered out at Harris-

burg, receiving an honorable discharge
;
re-

turned to West Chester and re-enlisted as a

private in Co. F, 97th Pa., Vols., three years

service. Now' began the wonderful history of

appreciation and promotion, which has had no

parallel, perhaps, in the history of the late

war. John Wainwright the private of Co. F.,

passed through each intermediary grade,

non commissioned, commissioned and field

officer, until he closes his military career as

Colonel, commanding the same regiment that

received him but a few years before a private

in the ranks of one of its companies. While

the fearful casualties of war opens the path

to promotion in many instances, yet it

is only just to say his advancement was
a result achieved by soldierly qualities, and

earned by the heroic performance of duty in

battle, and regard to discipline in the camp.

The following are the dates of promotion

:

from first Sergeant to second Lieutenant, June

10, 1862: to first Lieutenant, May i, 1863 : to

Captain, Nov. i, 1864: to Major, Dec. i, 1864:

to Lieutenant Colonel, March 14, 1865, for

gallant and meritorious conduct at the storm-
' ing of Fort Fisher ; and Colonel,June i 5, J 865.

I

The actions in which he was a participant

j

were in F'lorida, Georgia, South Carolina,

I

North Carolina and Virginia, and even to name

j

them would requuire space which we have not

j

at command. He was twice wounded, at

j

James’ Island and at Fort Fisher, but while

i
hundreds of his command fell he escaped and

I

yet lives apparently in e.xcellent health, look-

ing no older than his portrait. He was mus-

tered out, with his regiment, August 28, 1865.

He was present and engaged in twenty-three

battles and sieges, and besides these his regi-

ment has a record of nearly a score of others
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in which it participated. Since the war he has

been a prominent merchant in Wilmington

and a valuable citizen of the State. Colonel

Wainwright has always taken an active inter-

est in army affairs, particularly in connection

with the Grand Army of the Republic, having

joined the first Post ever organized in the

State, which was disbanded and the Colonel

became a member of Du Pont Post, No. 2, of

which he served as surgeon for two terms. He
was appointed Senior Vice-Commander of the

Provisional Department of Delaware, also

Assistant Inspector-General on the Staff of

Commander-General Louis Wagner, and to

the same position on the Staff of Commander-
General George Merrill. On Jan. il, 1882, at

the Annual Department Encampment he was

unanimously elected Commander of the De-

partment of Delaware, an honor which could

come to none but a truly gallant and meritori-

ous soldier. Colonel Wainwright was united

in marriage to Miss Emma M. Edwards, of

Coatesville, Chester county. Pa., April 18,

1864, and their children are Blanche J., G.

Maud, and John Drayton Wainwright.

ART, BURTON JACKSON, late a

Farmer of Broadkill hundred, Susse.x

county, was born in that county, at

Sp ingfield Church, Oct. 17, 1802. His

father, Zachariah Hart, a blacksmith

was born in Indian River hundred in 1759. He
was noted for his integrity, and was an indus-

trious and respected citizen, following his

trade till his death, in 1809, he being then

fifty years of age. His widow, Nancy (John-

son) Hart, died in 1819. Their children were

Naomi, in John Godding, and died about i860,

leaving two children, Lizzie and Charlotte

Gooding
;
Nancy, in. Christopher Stockrider,

and died about 1850, leaving two children,

James and John Stockrider
;
Burton Jackson,

and Isaac, who succeeded to the trade and

business of his father. He married Miss Rhoda
Johnson, and died in 1853, at the age of

forty-eight, leaving four children : Peter R.,

William, John and Eliza Ann. Zachariah Hart

was the only child of Zachariah Hart, Sr., who
came to Delaware from Ireland, and married

Miss Nancy Burton, of Susse.x county. He
was a Protestant, and by trade a vessel builder

on the Indian River. He died about 1786, at

about fifty-three years of age. Burton Jackson

! Hart received no education, e.xcept what he

j

acquired himself, but was a m.in of good judg-

j

merit, industrious and upright. He lived for

! m.any years on a farm belonging to Dr. Peter
i R. Jackson, of .Milton, which he kept in a high

j

state of cultivation, and which still bears the

j

name of the “ Burton Hart P'arm.” In 1850

he purchased a small farm of 30 acres in

j

Georgetown hundred, where he lived the re-

I

mainder of his life, and which is now owned by
I his son, Peter J. Hart. He married, Jan. 15,

1823, Miss Eliza F., daughter of Absalom and
Hester (Warrington) Dodd. She was born,

Oct. 16, i8op They had eleven children :

Sarah Emeline, born, Oct. 17, 1825, ni. John
Bowers, and died in 1873, leaving one child

;

Cornelius Coulter, born, Dec. 12, 1827, in. Eliza-

beth Greenley, and died in 1869, leaving five

children
;
Hetty Jane Stokely, born, Nov. 27,

1S28, in Edward B. Davis, and died in Wil-
mington, June II, 1863, leaving seven chil-

dren ; James Dutton, born, Jan. 12, 1831, in.

Eliza Jane Willey, and has four children
;
Eliza

rA.nii, uurii, iviareii 20, io34> 'vV^iIIi im II.

Vaughn, and died in May, 1871, in Milford
;

Matilda Adaline, born, Feb. 25, 1836, wife of

Kenzie J. Jones, and has three children
;
Peter

Jackson Hart, proprietor of the Ponder hotel,

Milton, born, June 7, 1838, and in., March 9.

1865, Miss Hannah, daughter of James G. and
•Martha (Potter) Ford, of Vineland, N. J.; Al-
fred Burton Hart, born, July 7, iSxo, in. Cathe-
rine Dickerson, and si.x months after his mar-
riage met his death by an accident, June 25,

1869. He was a man of great physical

strength, amiable in disposition and was
greatly lamented. The remaining children

are Mary Elizabeth, born, April 22, 1842, wife

of Oliver E. Greenley, and has three children;

Clement Fowler Hart, born, Dec. 17, 1844, in.

Sallie Davis, and Leah Ellen Hart, born Dec.

17, 184S, now the wife of William B. Pretty-

man, of Willmington. They have three chil-

dren ; Burton Jackson Hart, died, July 9, 1859,
at the age of fifty-seven, leaving to his family

and the community the grateful recollections

of a good and useful life.

TAATS, ISAAC, Farmer of Thorough-
fare Neck, was born, June 27, 1809. His

father, Peter Staats, also a farmer, was
a man of limited education, but his

native force of character gave him prom-
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inence. He died at the age of 50, in 1826. His
|

first wife was Jane, daugliter of Jacob R3'ail, a

native of Scotland. Isaac was the youngest of

;

their ten children, of whom seven grew toma-

1

turity. In 1816 his mother died, and two years '

later his father married Mrs. Jane, widow of

Robert Naudain and daughter of Dr. W. T.

Johnson. The father of Peter Staats wasCapt.

Abraham Staats, a farmer. His ancestor,

Abraham Staats, from Holland, was one of the I

first settlers of Manhattan Island. On the in- '

vasion of that settlement by the English, the
j

Staats removed to Staten Island, which received ,

from them its name. When the Dutch con- '

quered the Swedish settlements on the Dela- :

ware, they moved again to the locality now
'

known as Thoroughfare Neck, where they pur-
;

chased large tracts of land of the Indians. The !

original deeds, in the Dutch language, are still
j

in the possession of the family. The names,
j

Peter and Abraham, have descended regularly
\

in all their generations, each of which has pro-
1

duced the same hardy, industrious, economical, I

and highly respectable race ol people. They
|

were Protestants and Presbyterians till the
|

latter part of the last century, when most of;

them became connected with the M. E. Church
,

They have been the pillars cf the Friendship'

Church in the Neck. Mr. Staats received a
;

good common school education, and on his

marriage, in 1832, went to live on the “Tidej

Mill Farm,” where he resided 42 years. On
'

this farm before the Revolution, was a tide

grist mill in successful operation. One-half of,

this property, consisting of 72 acres of upland *

and 62 acres of marsh, he inherited from his 1

mother. He has been very prosperous, now
owns over 500 acres, and has one of the best

i

stock farms in the county. His peaches also I

have brought him handsome returns. Mr. Staats i

was reared a Whig, was strongly opposed to
|

slavery, and, although his father had slaves, he '

refused to own property in his fellow men. He '

voted for Lincoln in i860 and is an ardent'

Republican. He was for ten years a Trustee I

of the Poor, has been nearly all his life a

clerk and commissioner of the school district,

and has held other local offices. He joined the

M.E. Church, August 15, 1830. Since 184.41-16

has been a trustee, and since 1861 a steward

of the Friendship Church. He was married

March 22, 1832, to Ann, daughter of Jesse

VanPelt. Of their twelve children ten grew

to maturity, viz.: Elizabeth, married H. H.

W'oodkceper
;
John Wesley

;
Sarah Jane, mar-

ried Charles W. Jarrell, and died in 1S70
;

Isaac Ryali, a farmer, and during the war a

sergeant for three years in the First Delaware

Cavalry
;
Mary

;
PNnily, second wife of Charles

W. Jarrell
;
James Henr)', a farmer; Frances;

Abraham, merchant and postmaster at Taylor’s

Bridge, and George Staats, residing at the

home farm with his sisters Mary and Frances.

The wife of Mr. Isaac Staats died May 5, 1873.

March 12, 1874, he married Mrs. Catharine H.,

widow of Morris Collins and daughter of

Samuel and P'rances (Crawford) Armstrong,
since which time he has resided on his wife's

property, one mile south of Taylor’s Bridge.

She has three children by her first marriage

—

Morris Armstrong, Samuel Ale.Kander and

John Peter Collins. Mr. Staats has fourteen

grandchildren living. He has been through

life a great reader, and his powers of memory
are remarkable. He is a man of character and
standing, well preserved in his appearance,

and prominent both in the Church and com-
munity.

^^ANNON, HENRY WHITE, Editor
^'

4 It
Proprietor of the Sitile Sentinel, at

Dover, was born in Leipsic, Oct. 28,

1844. A sketch of his father, Wilson

(£) L. Cannon, and of the family and an-

cestry has been given. He enjoyed the

best educational advantages that the neigh-

borhood aftbrded. At fifteen he had the

misfortune to lose his mother, and the year

following went to school at Fairfield, Herki-

mer county, N. Y. After an absence of two

years he returned, and till 1873, devoted him-

self to farming. This was not lost time
;
he

found abundant opportunity for thought, dis-

cussion, reading and study, and finally his ri-

pening powers demanded a different field of ex-

ercise. Having decided to become an editor

Mr. Cannon' encountered the usual amount of

opposition
;
friends were fearful that he might

fail, and being an ardent Republican, the op-

posite party were especially anxious to per-

suade him that the path of duty and success

lay in some other direction. But he was not

to be deterred. Settling with his family in

Dover, he issued the first number of the Stale

i Sentinel, May 15, 1874. This paper, the organ

' of the Republican party in his county, and the
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first RepublicaiT newspaper ever published in !

Dover, has, from the first, advocated, Tear-
,

lessly and with telling effect, the principles ofj

that party. In one j'car it was found neces-
,

sary to enlarge it, and it continues to be a ^

growing success. Mr. Cannon soon proved
|

his talent for journalism to the entire satisfac-

j

tion of friends and foes
;

he also convinced !

them that he was a man of business and cxe- i

cutive ability. His enthusiasm in advocating

the principles of his party makes his editorials
!

lively and interesting reading for people of;

whatever political faith
;
and his future is full l

of promise, both for himself and his paper. He
j

was chairman of the State Central Committee
i

from 1880 to 18S2. He was united in marriage

in January, 1869, to Miss Ella, daughter of Emory
Green, Esq., a merchant of Philadelphia

;
and

has two children
;
Mary G., and Henry W.

Cannon.

ILKINSON, JOHN MARION, M. D.,

of Willow Grove,was born in Hillsboro,

Caroline county, Md., Uct. 4, 1^550. His

f^'^her, William Wilkinson, is engaged

in milling in Baltimore county in that

state, and is the owner of the Milford Mills.

He married Mahala, daughter of Joshua Ship-

ley of Caroline county. The family are de-

scended from Rev. Ephraim Wilkinson who
was sent as a missionary from England, and

was rector of a church in Queen Anne’s county

for many years. John M. Wilkinson is the

second son and fourth child in a family ol

seven. His early instruction was under a

private tutor, and at eighteen he entered St.

John’s College at Annapolis, taking a partial

course. He commenced the study of medi-

cine at Hillsboro, and after attending three

courses of lectures in the University of Mary-

land, graduated with the class of 187/]. He '

settled at once at Willow Grove, where he has

been very successful, his large and increasing

practice extending over an area of ten miles.

Always a hard student and enthusiastically
^

devoted to his profession, he enjoys a reputa- '

tion not often attained. His success is the re-
|

suit of his own unaided efforts, good sense and
,

worth. Being also a gentleman of culture and

refinement his society is valued aside from his
i

professional skill
;
Dr. Wilkinson is a Demo-

;

crat in politics and a firm friend of his party.
|

He was married Oct. 4, 1876, to Miss Mary E.,
|

daughter of Robert Frazier, Esq., of Kent
county. They have but one child, Anna
Lavinia Wilkinson.

M
ONES, DOCTOR AND REV. JAMES,

a Surgeon in the Continental Army, was

born near Newar'K, April 6, 1756. His

parents were James and Susanna Jones.

The father of the first James and

grand-father of Dr. Jones came from Wales,

settling on the Welsh tract, when the first

James was two years old. Dr. James Jones

entered the Army at Valley Forge as Surgeon,

and experienced untold hardships and danger

in his profession with the army until the close

of.the struggle. He was an honored member
of the “ Order of the Cincinnati." He settled

in the practice of his profession at Duck Creek,

now Smyrna, and there married Mary Creigh-

ton, in April, 1783. Twelve children were born

to them, of whom si.x died in infancy. Sarah

married Major John Wilds
;
of this marriage

was Mary, mother of A. Price Griffith, whose

sketch is found in this volume. Mary manied
George Walker, and was the mother of Mary
and Susan Walker. The former resides in

Smyrna, and Susan marrried Thos. W. Eliason,

Esq., of Chestertown, Md. Lydia was the

wife of Maj. Elias Naudain, of whom see

sketch
;
of this marriage the only surviving

child is Rebecca, wife of Robert H. Moor,

Esq., of Philadelphia. Esther married Daniel

Magear, and four children of this marriage are

residents of Smyrna. Susanna died unmarried

and James is still living. Doctor Jones mar-

ried his second wife, Margaret Simpson, on the

i6th of June, 1818, whom he, also survived.

He, in 1792, bought a large tract of land near
“ Bryn Zion ’’ Baptist meeting house. He was
physician, farmer and Baptist minister, having

been ordained April 8, 1789. For his minis-

terial services he would not receive compensa-

tion. He was equally distinguished in both

the ministry and medicine. He was one of the

able and excellent men of Delaware.

VS

ICHARDS, CHARLES FLEMING,
Lawyer, of Georgetown, was born in

North West Fork hundred, Susse.x

county, June 15, 1846. His father,

(5/ John Richards, was a farmer in inde-

pendent circumstances, a man of intelligence,

and much esteemed in the community. His
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mother was the daughter of Dr. John Carey,

in his day, a prominent physician of that

county. He was the youngest of a large family

of children, and lost his father at the age ol

seven. His mother then moved into the town

of Bridgeville, where he was sent to the best

schools. He received his academic education

in New Jersey, and registered as a student-at-

la vv in Georgetown, in his nineteenth year.

After reading for two years he entered Albany

University, N. Y., and graduated w’ith the

class of 1868. Admitted to the bar in Albany,

and also in Georgetown in the fall of that year,

he opened an office in the latter place in the

beginning of 1869. Here he has since re-

mained, and has a rapidly increasing and pay-

ing practice. In the time of the war, although

too young for service, he enlisted in the Sixth

Delaware regiment, which was organized as

State Guards, but was ordered to the front

during the second invasion of Pennsylvania by

Gen. Lee. He accompanied his regiment, and

was mustered out with hi^ comrades. Always

a pronounced Republican, after his admission

to the bar, Mr. Richards was active in politics,

and from 1870 to 1876 served as chairman of

the Republican Executive Committee of Sus-

sex county, and as a member of the State Cen-

tral Committee. In 1872 he served as a mem-
ber of the Republican National Convention,

which met in Philadelphia. In 1876 he de-

clined a re-election as chairman of the Re-

publican Committee, and has since devoted

his time and attention exclusively to his pro-

fession. He is an official memberof the Meth-

odist Episcopal church, with which he united

in 1863, and in which he has always been very-

active and influential. He is President of tht.

Sussex county Bible Society. Mr. Richards

was married, in December, 1870, to Miss Mary

C., daughter of Dr. John R. Sudler, of Bridge-

vflle, and has four children : Robert Haven,

Sarah Anne, Charles Sudler and Laura Rich-

ards. Mr. Richards is a gentleman who com-

mands the confidence and respect of the peo-

ple of his county and State, not less by his

courteous demeanor, than by his recognized

abilities. He is an earnest and conscientious

promoter of all measures and reforms that

have for their object the improvement of society

and the happiness and prosperity of the com-

munity. His courtesy and earnest devotion to

his profession are guarantees of success.

I ^glGGS. SEWELL C., Register of Wills

i

for New' Castle county', was born near

I

Summit Bridge, September ll, 1823.

j

A history of his antecedents have been

\

given in the sketch of W. Pierson Biggs,

j

Sewell Biggs obtained his education at Pen-

nington, N. J. Conference Academy', which he

attended for three y'ears. After graduating he

adopted the occupation of teaching, which he

continued for four years. He then began an

agricultural life
;
he and his brother Benjamin

carried on a large farm of nearly 400 acres,

known as the Hukel farm, owmed by' their

father, which was subsequently divided be-

tween them. Sewell immediately began to

improve his property', and by' perseverance has

made it one of the finest estates in the county'.

He has devoted his attention to peaches to

some extent and has a fine orchard in bearing.

He was largely engaged in the nursery busi-

ness and found it very' profitable, his sales

amounting to many thousand trees annually.

This business he has, however, discontinued,

and his land is devoted principally' to the

growth of grain. Mr. Biggs is also the owmer

of two large farms near Bridgeville, upon

which there are extensive orchards of peach

trees, amounting at one time to over 20,000

trees. In politics he is a Democrat and has

always been deeply interested in the success

of his party. In 1854 he was elected to the

State Senate for four y'ears, and in 1872 was

elected to the House of Representatives. He
was made Speaker of that body in the session

of 1S73, and made one of the most popular the

House has ever had. Mr Biggs was appointed

Register of Wills for New Castle Co., Oct. 27,

1874, for'the term of five years, and was re-ap-

pointed in 1879. In these several offices Mr.

Biggs has performed his duties w'ith marked
ability'. By his gentlemanly bearing, courtesy'

and kindness, he has become e.xccedingly' pop-

ular in his party, and throughout the State

wherever known
;
he has made hosts of friends,

and is well fitted to fill any office to which the

future may call him. He was reared in the

Methodist Church, and attends Bethel Church

at Pivot Bridge, and to its support is a liberal

contributor. Mr. Biggs was married in May,

1855, to Miss Caroline, daughter of Abram C.

Beekman, of New Jersey. By this marriage

there have been three children, Abram B.,

J. Frank, and Sewell C. Biggs, Jr.
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ASI.ET, GOVERNOR JOSEPH. The
^ Dda'.vare Legislature furnished the mon

ument upon whicli is the following

^ inscription by the late Hon. Willard

al .

In Memory

of

JOSEPH HASLET.

He was the son of Colonel John Haslet

who fell at the battle of Princeton

January 3, 1777 ;

“a gallant officer, and gallantly seconded by the

Delaware troops

leaving a widow who in a few days died of grief,

and several small children.

Joseph, the subject of this Epitaph, was reared under

the guardianship

of

William Killen Chief Justice and afterward Chancellor

of the State

:

After arriving at age he removed from Kent county

And established himself a farmer in Cedar Creek Hun-

dred, Sussex.

He was elected Governor of the State in 1810,

and with credit discharged the functions of his office,

the burden and responsibilities of which were greatly

enhanced

by the war of 1812.

In 1822 he was elected Governor, the second time,

the only case of a second election to that office in the

State.

He died during his second term,

June 23, 1823.

AN HONORED NAME !

gratefully remembered by the General Assembly of

Delaware

directing by their resolution of Feb. 21, 1861 the erection

of

This Monument.

^«^EST, CAPT. WILLIAM ARTHUR,
retired Sea Captain of Lewes, was born i

in that town, January 29, 1833, being

the eldest son of Bailey Art and Mary '

Ann (West) West. He attended the
|

excellent schools of his native town till he was!

fifteen, and until he was twenty-one was an

apprentice to learn piloting on the Delaware

bay. He was then for several years Captain

of a steamship. In 1858 he went to China,

and commanded the Wanderer, a fast sail-

59

ing clipper ship, built in Baltimore, and en-

gaged in the opium trade, which, at that time,

was carried on by means of the clipper ships,

and those so employed carried nothing beside

the drug, but went heavily armed on account

of the pirates then infesting the waters. His

vessel carried seven guns. He was in the

employ of Augustine Heard & Co., of Boston,

and sailed all along the coast of China, from

Hong Kong to Pekin. In 1861 he was trans-

ferred to the command of the Fire Dart, a

steamer belonging to the same firm, engaged

in general freighting business in Chinese waters.

In 1868 the firm failed, and he entered the

employ of Russel & Company, also of Boston,

known as the Shanghai Steam Navigation

Company, with whom he remained until 1877.

They had twenty-one steamers, freight and

passenger vessels, all large, and the captains

were transferred from one to another at the

will of the company. Captain West com-
manded part of the time one of the steamers

on the Yangtze river, between Shanghai and

Han Kon, a distance of 100 miles, and some-
times carried 500 passengers, the average num-
ber being 300. This life he greatly enjoyed,

there being foreigners enough to afford him
society, and he was prospered. Returning to

America in 1876, he resided in Philadelphia

three years, after which he removed to Lewes.

H e has always been identified with the Demo-
cratic party, but has never been active in

political affairs. He was made a Mason in

1856. V/hen on a visit to his old home, in

1869, he was married to Miss Margaret, daugh-
ter of Robert West, of Lewes. She spent three

years in China with her husband. Of their

three children only one, Margaret Theodora,
is now living. Captain West is a large, fine

looking man, and highly regarded in the com-
munity.

^'g)^MITH, JOHN COLBY, Manufacturer.

Willow Grove, was born, in Saratoga

County, N. Y., December 16, 1831. His

parents were Abner and Amanda (Hill)

Smith. Abner Smith, a farmer and a

leading citizen of that county, was born, at

Cape Cod, Mass., in 1793. His father was a

native of the north of Ireland. He had seven

children, two daughters and five sons. John

C. Smith attended tlie free schools of his na-

tive state till he was sixteen, when he under-
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took the care of himself. At eighteen, in part-

nership with another young man, he took a con-

tract to furnish dock sticks for the Champlain

Canal, and before the end of the year bought

a canal boat, which they run for a time and

sold. He was then, until twenty-one, engaged

as steersman on the Erie Canal He next went

to Alabama, and was engaged on the Ala-

bama & Tennessee railroad. He also assisted

in the erection of the Coosa bridge, the largest

in the Southern States. In 1854 he returned

to the North and assisted in building the Sus-

quehanna and other bridges on the P., W. &
B. railroad, and was engaged for five years in

hydraulic engineering for that company. He
was next, for three years, in mercantile life at

Aberdeen, Md. In 1862 he removed to Kent

county, Del., and was for two years in the

lumber business, after which he settled in Wil-

low Grove. At that place he purchased the

mill, and for some time devoted himself to

preparing ship timber, and in 1869 commenced
the manufacture of peach crates, and in 1876

of peach baskets, in both which he is doing

a thriving business. He made in each of the

years 1879 and 1880, 60.000 crates and 250,000

baskets. He contemplates adding the manu-

facture of berry crates and baskets and also an

establishment for the canning of fruit. He has

a forty-horse power engine and all the latest

improved machinery, and makes only first-

class work. In 1875 he added farming to his

other occupations, in which, also, he has been

successful. His crops of wheat are noted, and

his blooded stock is among the best in the

State. In 1879 he received four premiums

at the Delaware State fair, on Jersey cattle

and Berkshire pigs. He is full of activity and

enterprise, and is the life of the community.

He is the postmaster at Willow Grove, and is

an earnest Republican. While a merchant in

Aberdeen, in 1861, he joined a military com-

pany organized by Dr. George H. Hayes, of

that town, who was, secretly, a rebel. Soon

after, his suspicions being aroused that the

company was to be turned over to the Confed-

eracy, he demanded to know under what flag

they were to serve. Receiving only evasive

answers, the Union men shouted, " The Union

forever !” whereupon one-h.alf of the men rose

and walked out. Mr, Smitli then took a poll

list of those vvdio remained, eighty in number,

who at once enrolled them.selves under a

strong oath to stand by the Union cause, and

to do whatever might be needful for mutual

protection. The organization was secret, with

signs and passwords, and was really the first

Union League in the country. They raised the

stars and stripes and kept it floating during

the Avar, and during what Avas called “ the

dark week,” it was the only Union flag flying

between Perryville and Washington, with the

solitary exception of the one on Fort Mc-
Henry. Forty men of that league Avent into

the Union army and did good service for their

country. Mr. Smith Avas made a Master Mason,

Feb. 17, 1871, and is now Master of Felton

Lodge, No. 22. He Avas married in January,

1850, to Miss Mary Jane Jackson, of Harford

county, Md. Only four of their eleven children

are noAV living ; Leroy C., Ida A., Hattie A.

and Harry H. Smith.

^^^LEMENTS, EZEKIEL BULLOCK;
deceased, Avas a farmer near WilloAV

Grove, and one of the substantial and

most exemplary men of Kent county.

He Avas born in 1812, the eldest son of

Thomas and Mary (Bullock) Clements. He
spent several years of his early manhood in

teaching. In 1846, Avhen his father retired

from active farming, he returned to the

home farm, of which he took charge the

remainder of his life. In politics he Avas a

Democrat and a strong partisan before the

Avar, but on the breaking out of the rebellion

he took most positive grounds for the Union.

He was a leading member and officer of the

M. E. Church, and very devoted to his relig-

ious duties. He Avas a remarkable man in

many respects, possessing an unusually clear

and strong mind, Avith great conversational

powers. He Avas an omnivorous reader,

familiar Avith sacred and profane history, and

thoroughly conversant Avith all the current

literature of the times. He Avas first married

to Deborah, daughter of Janies and Rachel

(Carter) Frazier. By her he liad three chil-

dren
;
James Thomas a farmer, Mary Ann,

died in childhood, and Rachel Catherine, Avife

of Henry Clark. Mr. Clements lost his Avife

in Dec. 1843, and in Aug. 1845, he married

.Marian LockAvood of Wi Ioav GroA'e. Six of

their nine children are living
;
Laura, Avife of

William Clark, brother of Henry Clark, men-

tioned above; David Marvel
;
Leonard; Emma,
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wife of Ambrose Gooden
;
Anne Berry, and ^

Lzek'iei B. Clements. Tlie second Mrs. Clem-
ents died in 1S60, and in Jan. iS62,he married

Anna Maria Clark, of Camden, who is still

living. Mr. Clements died, greatly regretted,

in 1872, and is interred in the family burial'

ground on the home farm.
I

I L LI TTS, HORATIO NELSON,
Farmer, near Middletown, was born

in Tuckerton, Burlington county, N.

J., Dec. 15, 1809. d'he battle of Tra-

falgar having just been fought, he

received his middle name in honor of the hero

of that engagement. His parents, Thomas
and Mary (Willitts) Willitts, were cousins,

and belonged to the Society of Friends. His

father was a farmer of Tuckerton, and was

born in that place in 1774. Horatio N. was the

eldest of the family, which numbered

eight children
;
four besides himself are still

living— Martha, wife of Asa Ridgway, La
j

Porte, Indiana
;
Hannah, widow of Dr. Hoi- I

mon
;

Louisa, who married Mr. Holmon,
j

a merchant, and James R. Willitts, M.
j

D., a resident of Missouri. Mr. 1 homas Wil-
!

litts removed to La Porte, Indiana, in 1839,
|

where he died in 1846, at the age of seventy-

two. His father, Henry Willitts, also a Friend,

was born and died in Burlington county, N.J.;

though he was in business much of his life in

New York city, where he amassed a handsome
fortune. He died in 1826, at the age of 96.

The family is of English origin. Three brothers

came to America, one settling on Long Island,

one in Burlington, and one in Tuckerton.

Their descendants are widely scattered through

the West
;
one of them is now in Congress.

Mr. Willitts had but few educational advan-

tages, as he worked on the farm nine months

of the year
;
but he had, finally, the privi-

lege of five months’ schooling in New York,

and has been a great reader and close observer.

At the age of sixteen he went to Philadel-

phia, where he served at the trade of brick-

laying till he was twenty-one, and worked one

year as journeyman. He then entered into

partnership with his brother-in-law, Allen A.

Plearo, a builder
;
their plan being to buy

land on which to build houses for sale. They
also built many large structures in Philadel-

phia, among them the Asylum for the Blind.

They were very successful and Mr. Willitts

retired from business in 1840. He removed, in

I S45, to Middletown, and .=oon after erected

the dwelling he now occupies, and made many
improvements on his farm. It contains 320

acres, but he also owns other property, in all

nearly 800 acres. He has had at one time

34,000 peach trees in bearing
;
has now 25,000.

Mr. Willitts was form.erly a Whig, an anti-

slavery man, and strong for the Union, for the

preservation of which he contributed abund-

antly of his means. He is now a Republiean.

He is a member of the P. E. Church of Mid-

dletown, -in which he is also vestryman and

warden. He was married, April i, 1846, to

Miss Elizabeth Noxon, daughter of Thomas
Skee Merritt, of Middletown. They have had

but one child—IMerritt Noxon Willitts. Mr.

M. N. Willitts was married first to Miss Laura
Naudain, by whom he had three children

—

Horatio Nelsori, Merritt Noxon and Eugenia.

Losing his wife in 1875, he married, in Octo-

ber, 1879, ^^'ss Bridgeway, of Tuckerton, N. J.

.eVlXlVliN VJ 1 WiN
,
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Ex-Speaker of the Senate and

Merchant of Farmington, was born on

a farm in that vicinity March 31, 1835.

His father, Moses Harrington, a farmer,

is now in his seventy-seventh year, and his

mother, Ann Jane (Tharp), Harrington, sis-

ter of Governor William Tharp, is in her

seventieth year. He is their eldest son and

third child, they having had five children. He
attended the wirlter schools of his district until

nineteen years of age, when he went, for one

year, to a select school in Milford. At twenty-

one he became agent of the Delaware rail-

road at Farmington, and in Dec. 1857, en-

gaged in mercantile business, in which he

has since continued. Mr. Harrington was one

of the incorporators of the First National

bank of Milford, and since 1876 has been a

director. He has always taken an active part

in political affairs, and upon the resignation

of Hon. William Sapp, a member of the State

Senate from Kent county, he was elected to

fill the unexpired term. In 1878 he was nom-
inated and elected by the Democratic party

to the same office, and on the assembling of

the Senate, he was elected Speaker. This

position he filled with great acceptance. He
has a number of times been a delegate to the

State conventions of his party, and was a
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member of the convention which nominated

Governor Cochran. He was married, Jan, 28

1869, to Miss Mary E., daughter of Bethuel

Watson ot Miiford, and has three surviving

children; Jesse, William Walton, and Charles

Harrington, Junior.

,^^MLSON, lOHN ALEXANDER, Seed,

•"li Agricultural Implem.ent and Phosphate

House, Wilmington, was born at Elk

Dale, Chester Co., Pa., IMarch 23, i834_

His father. Rev. Charles Wilson, was a

farmer, mill owner and preacher, who w'as born

Dec. 12, 1803, was, by birthright, a member of

the Society of Friends, joined the Methodist

Episcopal church, in 1831, was ordained at

twenty-eight years of age by Bishop Waugh,

and died August ir, 1846. He was the son

of Isaac and Sarah (Brown) Wilson. Rev.

Charles Wdlson’s older brother. Joseph, was a

well-known minister of the Society of Friends,

born 1785, and died in West Grove, June 15,

1835. The father of the subject of this sketch,

married Jane Carlisle, of a patriotic family of

Chester county. Her father, William Carlisle,

was a revolutionary soldier, who married

Mary, a sister of General Taylor, of revolu-

tionary memory, and her brother. Captain

John Carlisle, commanded the company known

as the Oxford Foresters in the war of 1812.

The Carlisle’s are of the famous Scotch-Irish

stock, of Pennsylvania. The Wilsons are of

English ancestry, settled in Chester county,

from the days of Penn, and were Friends. The

living children of Rev. Charles and Jane Wil-

son, now in her eighty-fourth year (18S2), are

Isaac H., a farmer of Chester county; Mary

E. is the wife of Rev. J. Dyson, of the M.

E. Church; Joseph S., commercial agent

of Indiana; Sarah Jane, wife of Dr. John

F. Rose, of Oxford, Pa., and the subject of

our sketch, John A. Wilson. The second son

of this family, William C., died in 1865, at the

age of thirty-seven. He was an honor to his

native State, and the writer of this notice saw

him rise from his boyhood to manhood, from

the preparatory academic form until his gradu-

ation with highest honor at Dickinson Col-

lege; then saw him for years occupying suc-

cessive chairs in several departm.ents as Profes-

sor in his A Ima Mater, and lost one of his truest

and noblest friends when Prof. Wilson died.

John A. Wilson was educated at the New

London Academy, Pa., and engaged in farming

for two years, at the hornestead, after reaching

his majority
;
then gratified an ardent desire

in traveling over the Western States, and liv-

ing on the frontier, and after two years re-

turned, and took the mill and farm at the old

,
homestead, continuing in that business until

1866, when he began the coal business in Phila-

delphia, with Colonel W. L, Foulk
;
he soon

bought out his partner and continued the

business until in 1867 he removed to the city

of Wilmington and commenced his present

business. See industrial department of this

jV'ol. Mr. W’ilson is a gentleman of great

energy and thorough business qnalifications,

and enjoys the confidence and esteem of the

;
community. He is genial as a companion, and

i eminently trustworthy as a friend. In politics

i he is a Republican. He was united in mar-

,

riage Jan., 21, 1864, to Miss Anna M., daugh-

I ter of James and Rhoda (Morrison) Conner,of
: Wilmington. See sketch of James Conner in

[this Vol. There has been one child of this

^nari lagc, Jaiiics Coiiner Wilson, now (1S82)

in his eighteenth year.

^^^^LARK, MAJOR GEORGE, son of John

'^aA.r and Mary (Adams) Clark, was born in

Red Lion hundred. Sept. 6th, 1767.

His father, John Clark, bore a conspic-

uous part in the war of the Revolu-

tion, and died in 1791, of injuries received in

the battle of Cooch’s Bridge. His grandfather,

also nam.ed John Clark, son of a seafaring man
of English birth, came to Delaware from the

New York colony, as early as the year 1732.

In 1733 he married Mrs. Mary Hadley, a young
widow, and the possessor of a valuable farm in

Red Lion hundred. This landed estate, the

old Hadley homestead, has regularly de-

scended in the family for nearly two cen-

turies, and is now, 1880, occupied by Mr.

James H. Clark, the great, great-grandson of

the first John Clark. A survey by Thomas Pier-

son, in 1704, still preserved in the family,

points out its boundaries with great precision.

A large number of deeds, surveys, patents,

etc., have been handed down, and with them

a Bible of the Oxford edition, printed in 1727,

containing a complete record of the Clark

family, now one of the most wide-spread in the

State, in which it has always been influential

and \vealthy. Possessing unusual force of
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mind and character, the young George Clark
j

made utmost use of his lirriiled school advan-
|

tages, and grew up to take a very prominent I

part among the men of his times. His popu-
j

larity and influence were very great. He filled

many local offices, and was many years a

member of the Legislature, being speaker of

the House in 1823. He was, in politics, a Jef-
j

fersonian Democrat, and under the administra-

tion of Madison, was made by the Goveinor,

in 1812, Major of the First Battalion of Dela-

ware militia. Major Clark was a man of great

energy and industry, and although of large

hospitality left a comfortable patrimony to his

descendants. He enjoyed the highest respect

and unlimited confidence of all who knew him.

From early life he was an ardent supporter,

and later, a member of the Presbyterian church.

He was married first, in 1793,10 Miss Rebecca

Curtis, by whom he had four children. By
his second wife, Esther Bryan, to whom he

was married in 1805, he had five children

A sketch of his son, John C. Clark, has

been given. Major George Clark dcpaitcd

this life, full of years and honors, Dec. 5, 1838.

An eloquent obituary notice was written by

William P. Bronson, Esq., of Wilmington,

from which we make a brief extract. “ Few
men have lived more respected or more de

serving of the esteem of his contemporaries

than George Clark. His course was one of

kindness, justice, moral rectitude and Christian

duty. An exemplary husband, parent, mas-

ter and neighbor, he regarded good morals,

love of order, and reverence for the laws and

institutions of the country, as essential to the

character of a good citizen, and in no instance

did he deviate from the standard he had set

up for others. He lived and died in the house

in which he was born, surrounded by kindred

and friends who loved and honored him in life

and greatly mourned him in death.”

UST, HON. CATESBY FLEET, Far-

^ mer and Commission Merchant, was

born on the old home farm, “Wood-
burn,” near Seaford, Nov. 22, 1819

His father, John Rust, a cousin of Gen.

Rust, well known in Baltimore, was a promi-

nent land owner, and was born in Westmore-

land county, Va., Feb. 27, 1773. the only son

of John and Jane Rust. The elder John had

bought land in Delaware, of which his son

took possession on coming of age, and spent

his life there. In 1797 he married Sally Jack-

son, who died, Sept. 17, 1805 ;
their two chil-

dren, Mary J. and Peter Newton are both

deceased. Dec. 12, 1809, he married Priscilla,

widow of Daniel Laws, and daughter of Capt.

Jolin and Sarah Collins, and sister of Gov.

Thomas Collins. Her father was an officer in the

Delaware line in the Revolution. She was a

lady of refinement and culture, and highly re-

garded in the P. M. Church. Mr. Rust died

Dec. 26, 1826, at the age of 54, and his wife

Oct. 6, 1847. Besides their two eldest children

who died in childhood, they had five
;
John,

now a large land owner in Westmoreland

county, Va.; Luther Collins, who became a

merchant in Illinois, where he died, Feb.

14, 1873 ;
Catesby F

;
David Hazzard, who

died in Virginia in March, 1871, and Sarah

Jane, who married Rev. William T. Wright,

of Maryland. He died. May 8, 1862. The
younger John Rust, had two sisters, one of

whom married Major George Gresham, from

Goochland county, Va., an officer in the revo-

lution, and a man of remarably fine personal

appearance. His wife was talented and highly

cultivated, and was much sought in society in

Washington and other places. Both the fam-

ilies of Rust and Gresham were of very an-

cient origin, dating as far back as the Crusades,

and were among the early settlers of Virginia.

The Rust coat of arms had upon it a large

grasshopper, beneath which was a cross and

crescent and bars and stripes. Catesby F.

Rust attended the schools and academy of

Seaford and that at Brookville, Md., till he

w'as nineteen, and was then a clerk forThree

years in Laurel and Seaford. After this, he

was a merchant for seven years in Laurel, and

from 1847 was master for three years of a ves-

sel trading between Baltimore and Newfound-

land. In 1850, he purchased a farm near Can-
non’s Ferry to which he gave his attention till

1856, when he removed to Danville, 111 . .where

he was a merchant for three years. Return-

ing on account of his wife’s health, he pur-

chased “ Happy Home,” a farm of 230 acres,

on which he has resided since 1861. The land

was very poor, but principally by stock raising

he has brought it up to a high state of cultiva-

tion, devoting it mainly to grain and stock,

but has about 2000 peach trees, 2CXD apple trees,

some pears, and about four acres in blackber-
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ries. The family residence was rebuilt in 1861,

and again in 1878. Mr. Rust has long ranked

among the first agriculturists in that part of

the state. In 1869, being urged by the fruity

growers of his section to take charge of their

fruit in New York, lie became a fruit commis-
sion merchant in that city each year during

the season; a business which he still continues

with success. He was brought up an old line

Whig, and voted that ticket till 1854. when
he joined the Democratic partjn He had for

many years been active in public matters, and

in 1878 was elected to the State Senate for

four years. In 1881 he was elected Presi-

dent of the Senate. He is a man of fine ap-

pearance, tall and large, and filled the position

with honor and ability, having proved fully

equal to its requirements as an impartial and

popular presiding officer. He was married,

Oct. 26, 1840, to Ann Eliza, daughter of

Charles J. and Jane Palmer, of Long Island.

Mrs. Palmer married, after the death of her

husband. Judge William B. Cooper, afterwards

governor oi j^ciawurc. one uico iii j.'.ovcm-

ber, 1862. Mr. and Mrs. Rust have had three

sons
;

Charles Palmer, who married Sallie,

daughter of William Ross, of Sussex county
;

Luther David, a young man of lovely charac-

ter and great promise, who died Aug. 21,

1866, in his twenty-third year, and William

Cooper Rust, a farmer near Bridgeville, who
married, first, Elvira, daughter of Captain Z.

Z. Fountain, of Seaford, and in 1875, after her

death, Gertrude, daughter of Catherine and

Nathaniel Jacobs, of Sussex.

extensive purchaser and shipper of grain,

lum.ber, staves, coal, lime, fertilizers and pro-

duce generally, which he shipped in his own
vessels to the principal northern ports. Odessa

was for many years a leading grain port for a

large section of Delaware and Maryland, and

Mr. Watkins was one of the most extensive

grain dealers of the town. He owned several

vessels which were kept constantly employed.

In 1878 he built the •’Clio,” a passenger and

freight Ericsson steamer, of 117 tons burden,

which plies between Odessa and Philadelphia,

and has proved a great advantage to the busi-

ness interests of the place. Since 1876 he has

been a director of the Odessa National Bank.

He is a leading business man of the town, and

a man of unquestioned integrity. In politics

he is a Democr.rt. Though not a member he

is an attendant and supporter of the Presby-

terian church, of which he is a trustee. He
was married, May 29, 1855, to Miss Frances B.,

daughter of John Whitby, a leading merchant

of Odessa, and has four children, Lydia Peter-
^ 4.1 .c T Vr

J I J. ^ V
o rrroin

dealer at Chestertown, Md., Frank Blackiston,

Columbus Watkins, Junior, and John Whitby
Watkins.

ATKINS, COLUMBUS, Merchant of

Odessa, was born near Middletown,

Sept. 17, 1829. A sketch of his father,

Gassaway Watkins, has been given

He received a good English educa-

tion in the best schools of his neighborhood,

and his mother, a lady of superior culture and

character, herself advanced him to the higher

branches. In April, 1846, he entered, as clerk,

the store of Polk & Beaston, in Odessa, re-

maining until his majority, when he went into

partnership with Mr. Beaston. This continued

pleasantly and successfully till 1865, when Mr.

Watkins purchased the interest ol his partner,

and has since continued the business in his

own name. In addition to the usual business of

a country store, he has from the first been an

USSELL, REV. ANDREW KERR
Pastor of the Presbyterian

' Churches at the Head of Christiana and

y at White Clay Creek, was born in 1780.

I
viV^His father, Andrew Russell, came to

New Castle from Ireland before the year 1768,

and in 1769 removed to Warrior’s Run, North-

umberland County, Pa., where he bought and

cleared land and made improvements. About

1772 he revisited Newark and married Isabella,

;
daughter of Andrew Kerr. After returning to

his farm, the Revolutionary war broke out,

and about 1777 he, with his family and neigh-

bors, were all driven off by the Indians, first to

Fort Augusta, near Sunbury, then to Chester

Co', until peace was made in 1783. He found,

i

on his return, all his buildings burned. He was

[

a member of the Presbyterian Church there

from its organization until his death, in March,

1810. Andrew K. was his fourth son, born

during the exile from home. He was prepared

for college at a classical academy, kept by his

pastor, Mr. Bryson, and, after teaching awhile,

entered Dickinson College, from which he

graduated in October, 1806, obtaining the first
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honor and delivering the valedictory. He
pursued his theological studies at Washington,

Pa., and taught in the college in that place, in

which he was soon made professor of lan-

guages. April 19, i8[0, he was licensed to

preach by the Presbytery of Ohio, and iMarch

10, iSlI, the two congregations of the Head
|

of Christiana and White Clay Creek made '

out a call for his services, promising a salary’

of $550, which he accepted. He was received ,

as a licentiate by the Presbvtery of New
Castle, September 24, 1811, and was ordained

and installed April 8, 1812, Also, he was
j

chosen, October ii, i8tr, rector of Newark:

Academy. All these three-fold duties he

;

discharged for many years with wonderful
;

efficiency and success. The membership of the i

two churches under his care had nearly quad-
!

rupled at the time of his death. His preaching

was earnest and eloquent and greatly admired,

and he excelled in pastoral work and in gain-

ing the affections of his people. Tall and erect

and finely proportioned, he was unusually at-

tractive in person, while his genial disposition,

his polished and instructive conversation, his ;

Christian courtesy, and liberal hospitality, made

his home a favorite resort and the centre of

an intelligent and refined circle. He was a

man of strong convictions, with courage to ex-

press and maintain them, and both as a pastor

and a teacher, exercised great influence. \His

school was well patronized and sent forth hun-

dreds of pupils, many of whom became distin-

gui-shed in civil, commercial and professional

life. He resigned the care of the Academy,

May 8, 1834. In addition to all these labors,

he performed, towards the latter part of his

life, a very prominent part in laying the foun-

dation of what is now the First Presbyterian

Church, of Newark
;
commencing to preach on

Sabbath evenings in the Academy, and some-
j

times in his own house
;
and in 1835 a small

|

and plain meeting-house was erected, towards
i

which he contributed largely of his own means.
|

Mr. Russell was first married, in 1813, to Miss

Catherine, daughter of Col. William Whitely,

of Caroline county, Md. She died the follow-

ing year at the age of twenty. His second

wife, to whom he was united in 1815, was Ann,

daughter of Arthur and Mary (McBeth)

Whitely, both of Dorchester county, Md. This

lady was greatly esteemed and beloved by the

community. She was lovely in person, and

winning in manner. She survived her husband
many years, and died, Dec. 25, 1874. in her

seventy-seventh year. Three of her children

survive, and are now living in Newark ; Arthur
and William, both unmarried,and Louisa,widow
of the Rev. Dr. Hugh Hamill, now residing

in the old mansion, recently enlarged and

adorned The vigorous health of Mr. Russell

began to fail under his long continued and ar-

duous services
;
he became an invalid in I '^ 37 .

and Feb 6, 1839, Pt'issed to his reward, and was

laid to rest in the old church-yard at the Head
of the Christiana.

^P^ANNON, HENRY PURVIS, A. M.,

IMerchant of Bridgeviile, was born in

that town, Feb. 27, 1847. parents

were Governor William and Margaret

A., (Laws) Cannon He rceived the

best advantages which the schools of his native

town offorded, and was there prepared for col-

lege, with the exception of three months
study in Carlisle, Pa. Entering Dickinson

Goiiege ill louG, he graduated T3 Q~
'̂

and in 1873 received the honorary degree of

Master of Arts. He returned to Bridgeviile

on leaving college and in 1874 went into part-

nership with his brother Philip L. under the

firm name of H. P. and P. L. Cannon. Besides

their agricultural and fruit interests, which

were very large, they bought and sold wood,

lumber, railroad ties and piling. In the au-

tumn of 1875 they opened a store in which

they keep a general stock of merchandize,

drygoods, groceries, boots, shoes, etc. To this

must be added their e.xtensive operations in

real estate, generally retaining and improving

the lands before selling again. No other

firm in that locality compares with them in the

amount and variety of business transacted.

The brothers own, individually and in part-

nership, about 2,000 acres of land, a large pro-

portion of it highly improved
,
and the balance

of it covered with timber. Mr. Cannon is one

of the leading members of the M. E. Church,

with which he united in 1863, and has for

ten years been a class leader and trustee.

He is a member of the Phi Kappa Sigma

fraternity. He is a Republican, and has been

on some of the county committees, and a dele-

gate to party conventions of county’- and

State, but is not active in politics. He was

married, January 4, 1872, to Miss Annie Dale,
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daughter of W. W. Dale, M. D., of Carli.'ile,

Pa., and has two children—Sallie Dale and

Harry Laws Cannon.

fe^EAD, GEORGE, one of the signers of

Declaration of Independence, for

Delaware, was born in Cecil county,

Md. Sept. tS, 1733. His father, John

(57^ Read, was the son of a wealthy citizen

of Dublin, and having emigrated to America,

settled in Cecil county, where he became a

respectable planter. Soon after the birth of

his eldest son, George, he removed to the

Province of Delaware, and established himself

on the head-waters of the Christiana river.

After a thorough classical education, George

Read read law in the office of the eminent
i

John Moland, of Philadelphia, and was admit- '

ted to the bar in 1753. At that time under I

the colonial law the eldest son was entitled to !

a double portion of his father’s estate, but the 1

first act of Mr. Read, after his admission to

the bar. was to relinquish bv deed, all claim

on his father’s estate, assigning as a reason

that he had received his full share in the ex-

penses incurred in his education. By his stu-

dious habits, high character and good judg-

ment, he soon took rank in his profession, and,

in 1763, succeeded John Ross as Attorney

General under the crown for the three lower

counties. That year he was married to Ger-

trude, daughter of Rev. George Ross. In 1765

he was elected to the General Assembly of

Delaware, which position he held for the suc-

ceeding twelve years. His distinguished ser-

vices in the cause of American Independence,

as a member of Congress, and afterwards in

behalf of the union of the states, is a part of

the history of the State and of the country,

and will be found in the historical portion of

this work. At the close of the war, Dec. 1782,

he was appointed by Congress one of the

Judges of the Court of Appeals in Admiralty

cases. In 1787 he was a member of the Con-

vention that framed the Constitution of the

United States, and immediately after its adop-

tion was elected U. S. Senator. In 1793 he

resigned, to accept the position of Chief Jus-

tice of the Superior Court of Delaware, which

beheld till the autumn of 1798,when his longlife

of public usefulness was terminated by a short

illness. His name will be revered by many
generations.

(dQT^ANNON, RICHARD WHITE, Mer-

c(q,.l chant, of Bridgeville, was born in that

town, Nov. 2, 1841. His lather, Josiah

Cannon, some years befo.'e, when en-

" gaged in farming, not having received

the advantages of an education in his youth,

attended a school in the village one winter with

his elder children, and there learned to read,

write and cipher, and afterwards became the

leading merchant of the place. He died when
his son Richard W. was only two years old.

The latter. received a good F.nglish education

in the schools of Bridgeville, and for a few

months in i860 attended Taylor’s Academy in

Wilmington. From 1858 to 1864, he was a

clerk in the store of his brother William, after-

ward Governor Cannon. In November, 1864,

having borrowed $1000, he started a store of

his own, and was succeeding finely, when in

only two months everything he had was de-

stroyed by fire, and there was but a small in-

surance. Without yielding to a moment’s
discouragement he proceeded to Philadelphia,

told the merchant the circumstances, paid up

his bills, and purchased a new stock on credit.

In a week he was doing busines.s again as

prosperously as before. In June, 1865, he took

into partnership. Mr. E. W. Layton, the firm

bearing the name of Cannon & Layton, and

continuing prosperously, till March, i870,when

Mr. Cannon sold out his interest. He then

opened a drug and hardware store, becoming
the pioneer druggist of the town, and w'as the

first to keep a general and full assortment of

hardware in Bridgeville. He has been well

rewarded in a good trade and a prosperous ca-

reer, but in November, 1872, had the misfor-

tune to again lose about two thirds of his

stock by fire. This time he received about

$2000 insurance. He has since added books

and stationery to his stock. Mr. Cannon is

highly popular and is one of the first and most
useful citizens of the place. In 1871, he had

the bill drawn and succeeded in securing its

passage through the Legislature, incorporat-

ing the town, and was its first treasurer. This

office he has held three terms of one year each.

He was one of the originators and was largely

influential in making successful the Bridgeville

Cem.etery Co., which was organized in January,

1875. incorporated in 1878 He has been

its only treasurer and superintendent, and it

has been a financial success. He was also one
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of the originators of the Bridgeville Library

A-^sociation, and is chairman of the Book
Committee. He was brought up a Democrat,

and was friendly to Douglas in i860, but on

the breaking out of the war he took decided

grounds for the Union, and has since acted

with the Republican party. He was made a

member of the LBiion Lodge of Free and Ac-
cepted Masons, in 1867, and has ‘filled the

chair of Senior Warden of Hiram Lodge, Sea-

ford, with which he is now connected. He
united, in 1876, with the M. E. Church, of

which he is a t'ustee, and has just resigned the

office of superintendent of the Sunday school,

which he held, with great acceptance, for three

years. Since 1878 he has been vice-president

of the Sussex County Bible society. He was
married January 19, 1862, to Miss Annie M.,

daughter of Asa Dawson, formerly of Fred-

erica, now of Bridgeville. They have four chil-

dren—Charles Walton, Bessie B.,Estella Daw-
son and Richard Oliver Cannon.

EYNOLDS, EDWARD, Merchant of

Dover, was born on his father’s farm,

^ near Newark. Aug. lO, 1840. His pa-

rents w'ere John A. and Mary G (Moore)

Reynolds. He attended the public

schools of his vicinity till the age of eleven,

when he spent four years in the Newark Acad-

emy. He then entered the Delaware college

graduating in 1859, and received the degree of

A. M. from the same institution in 1872. After

leaving college he taught for two years in

Delaware, and in the Plainfield academy, near

Carlisle, Pa. He then spent a year in travel-

ling in the northwestern states. Canada and

Europe, and also visited the West Indies. In

1864. he became a partner with his father and

brother in the general mercantile business, in

Middletown, the firm assuming the name of

John A. Reynolds & Sons. Mr. John A. Rey-

nolds retired in 1868. and in January. 1872,

Mr. Edward Reynolds also retired, leaving the

business in the hands of Mr. S. M. Reynolds.

In July of that year, he purchased the Mid-

dletown Transcript, of which he assumed the

duties of editor, and made it one of the best

weekly journals of the Peninsula, proving an

able and successful journalist. He was, how-

ever, induced to join his brother again in mer-

cantile business in Middletown, and retired

60

from the management' of the Transcript, in

November, 1877. Lender the firm name of

S. M. Reynolds & Company, they carried on a

prosperous business, and in November, 1878,

purchased the stock and business of Thomas
O. Culbrcth, of Dover, of which Mr. Edward
Reynolds took charge, under the title of E.

Reynolds & Co., anil removed to that town,

Mr. S. M. Reynolds continuing the care of the

Middletown store. The business of the firm

in both towns is in a flourishing condition, the

enterprise, ability and popularity 1.4 both

brothers insuring their continued success. Mr.

Reynolds is a member of the Democratic

party but has never been active in political

affairs. He has been a member of the Presb}^-

terian church since the spring of 1868. He
was for three years a trustee of the Forest

Presb)'terian church, in which, in the spring of

1878, he was ordained an elder. He was mar-

ried, June I, 1871, to Miss Mary Jemima, daugh-

ter of Dr. James and Elizabeth (Blackiston)

Naudain, of Middletown. They have had

three children, two of whom survive, Edith

Mary and Anna Louisa Reynolds.

^
IDGELY, DR. CHAS.GREENBERRY,

Ab born near Salem, N. J., January 26, 1738,

was the eldest son of Nicholas Ridgely

and Mary, his third wife, daughter of

Judge Hugh Middleton, of that place,

and widow of Captain Benjamin Vinin g. They
were then residing on an estate belonging to

Mrs. Ridgely, but in a year or two returned to

the vicinity of Dover, bringing with them also

the son and daughter of Mrs. Ridgely by her

first marriage. Being in affluent circumstances,

no pains or expense was spared in providing

these children with the best instructors of the

day. Charles G. Ridgely completed his liter-

ary course in tlie Academy of Philadelphia,

which had been recently fonnded under the

auspices of Dr. Franklin, and in 1755 was con-

stituted a college. In 1754 he entered upon

the study of medicine in that city. All his

studies were pursued with the diligence and

ardor that characterized his nature. In 1758

he commenced the practice of his profession in

Dover, where he resided the remainder of his

life, and where he enjoyed the highest medical

reputation, and in important cases was con-

sulted throughout this and the neighboring
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states. He married, June ii, 1761. Mary, 1

daughter of Mary and Abraham Wynkoop, of
^

Susse.K, a lady of great loveliness of person and '

character. She died November 23, 1772, aged
|

only twenty-seven years, leaving several sons.
1

June 2, [774, Dr. Ridgely married Ann.
'

daughter of William and William.ina IMoore,

of Mocre Hall, Chester County, Pa. Her
;

father vvas a man of standing and influence
;

and noted in the history of that state. She
|

was a lady of superior mind and attainments

and most agreeable, charming manners. She

survived her husband many years and brought

up her children with most judicious care and
[

tenderness. Dr. Ridgely was eminently amiable
|

and exemplary in all the relations of domestic
j

life, and his intercourse with his professional
j

brethren was marked with the most delicate

honor and magnanimity. Perhaps no other

physician in Delaware ever trained so large a

number of respectable medical practitioners.

Such was his learning, talents and popularity,

fVinf rr\ncf n r> f 1 Mr>nnfrvfi]l

important office, and as a judge, legiskitor, or

in literature, he was scarcely less distinguished

than in his profession. He was elected a mem-
ber of the Legislature in 1765, and continued

to be annually re-elected with very few inter-

vals till the close of his life. Several years

before the Revolution he was the presiding

judge in Kent County in the Court of Com-
mon Pleas and in the Court of Quarter Sessions,

which two Courts were then held by the same
judge. He was a member of the convention

which formed the Constitution of Delaware in

1776, and when the new government was set

in operation he was again called to the bench.

The most perfect candor and honesty marked

all his proceedings, and the innate politeness

and benevolence of his character were always

conspicuous. A rigid economist of time, he

made himself familiar with every department

of literature, both ancient and modern, and in

his profession continued earnestly to read and

study up to the time of his last sickness. He
was a firm believer in revelation and was much

attached to the Episcopal Church, of which he

was a member. He died November 23,

1785, in the forty-eighth year of his age, having

filled up at his premature removal a measure

of usefulness and e.xcellence attained by few

in the longest life.

^A^JDGELY, NICHOLAS, a distinguished

jxTjJ lawyer, and late Chancellor of Delaware*

i was the eldest son of Dr. Charles G. and
-j'hO Mary Ridgely. He was born at Dover,

September 30, 1762. His mother was,

in her maternal line, a lineal descendant ofthe

Dyer family, famous in New England for their

religious zeal and misfortunes. He had the

advantage of a highly liberal and classical

education, which he most diligently improved.

Close application and great industry w'ere the

habits of his life. His legal studies he com-

pleted under Robert Goldsborough, of Cam-
bridge, Md., and early assumed a high stand-

ing in the profession. After realizing all that

he could have anticipated as a private law'yer,

he was, in 179E appointed Attorney-General of

the State, and filled that office with great

honor for ten years. He was, also, elected a

delegate to the Convention which framed the

Constitution of 1792. Though perhaps the

youngest man in that body, he w'as among its

most efficient members. Elected in 1792,

under the new Constitution, a Representative

to the General Assembly of the State, his legal

talents and superior intellect were mainly relied

upon to perfect the system of Delaware laws in

accordance with the genius of the new gov-

ernment. Most of the laws passed during the

session of 1793 were framed and drawn by

Mr. Ridgely, and w'ere generally adopted

without amendment. He was afterward, re-

peatedly, a member of the Legislature. In

1801 he was appointed Chancellor of the State

to succeed Hon. William Killen, who had re-

signed. At that time the Chancellor was also

sole Judge of the Orphans’ Court. The im-
mense power thus placed in his hands, Mr.
Ridgely always exercised for the ends of jus-

tice, and for the protection of the innocent

and oppressed. He always pursued without
fear, favor or affection, that line of conduct
which the law and equity of the case pointed
out, and however others might differ from him
in opinion, no one everdoubted the honesty of

his intentions. The rules of court, forms of

practice, and general principles adopted by
Mr. Ridgely, still continue in use. He possessed
a most remarkable countenance, a penetrating
eye, and his voice was strong and clear. His
l.inguage and his conduct was at all times
becoming to tiie dignity of his high station.

Stern towards the wrong doers, he was kind to
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the repentant, and ever ready to assist the

needy. He was an active member of the P. E.

Church for many years, and a consistent Chris-

tian. He married May 20, iSo6,Mary Burton,

who survived him many years. They had no

children. He died suddenly of an affection of

the heart, April l, 1830, and was followed to

the grave by the largest concourse ever known
to attend on such an occasion in the county of

Kent.

ARRINGTON, CAPT. WILLIAM
TORBLRT, Larmer, was born in the

house where he now resides, in Indian

River hundred, May 20, 182S. His

father, James Reed Warrington,owned

five large farms, all of which he cultivated

himself, and a few slaves, which he treated

well. He was a prominent Whig, and bore an

honorable part in the war of 1812
;
his widow

receiving a bounty of 160 acres of land. He
died,March 22, 1846, in his 66th year. He mar-

ried Mary, daughter of James Smith. Four of

his seven children survived him—Benjamin

and James Derrickson, farmers
;
Sophia Smith,

widow of Thomas Hinds, of Maryland
;
and

Captain William T. Warrington. The father

of James T. was Joseph Warrington, a promi-

nent farmer, who died about 1829, aged 73

years. His first wife was Mary, daughter of

James Reed, who was a son of John Reed, a

native of Scotland. They were intelligent,

educated men and Presbyterians, as many of

their descendants still are. Joseph Warring-

ton was the father of twenty children, seven

by his first wife, of whom James Reed was the

eldest, and by his second wife, Ann Jefferson,

he had thirteen, ofwhom ten grew to maturity.

The father of Joseph Warrington was Joseph,

Sr., a merchant and farmer, who came from

Virginia when a young man, and at one time

was quite wealthy, his lands extending five

miles north and south and three miles east and

west. The farm on which the subject of this

sketch resides, was a part of the original es-

tate. He lost much of his property by secu-

rity debts, and had 100 head of cattle drowned

by a storm on the beach. He was liberal and

and popular, and died in 1785, at about sixty

years of age, leaving five children. Capt. W.
T. Warrington had but nine months’ schooling

and is a self-taught and self-made man. His

brothers having left home and his father being

an invalid, the care of two farms devolved on

him at an early age. In 1856 his father died,

and the home farm fell to his share, encum-

bered with the widow’s dower. It consisted

of 260 acres, to which he has added 70 acres,

and also owns another tract of 103 acres. He
was a pioneer fruit-grower of his locality, and

now h,is 3,400 peach trees, besides apples,

pears and small fruits, all of which have been

profitable. The rest of his lands are devoted

to grain and sugar cane. He also manufac-

tures sorghum in considerable quantites. In

early life Capt. Warrington was a Whig and

since i860, has been an earnest Republican.

In Oct
,
1862, he raised and commanded Com-

pany C, Sixth Delaware Regiment, during its

term of service. In Aug., 1864, he raised and

commanded Company A, Ninth Delaware

Volunteers, expecting and desiring to go to

the front, but was a second time sent to guard

prisoners at Fort Delaware. He was a popu-

lar officer and good disciplinarian. He is pub-

lic spirited, has often been a delegate to party

conventions, and several times nominated for

office, but his party was in the minority. He
joined the M. E. Church in 1847, was

many years Circuit steward, chairman of the

board of trustees. Sabbath school superin-

tendent and a licensed exhorter. He is a

leading and respected citizen of that part of

the State. He married, March 16, 1846, Rhoda
Ann, daughter of James and Ellen Martin.

Eight of their ten children are living
: James

Edward, a farmer of Cool Spring
;

William

Alford, merchant at Rodney
;
John Shep-

herd, a blacksmith
;
Ella, George Benjamin,

Frederick Thaddeus, Clement Frame and

Horace Andrew Warrington.

ALDEMAN, JOHN MARTIN, Pro-

ili¥ a
Steam Saw Mill, at Fel-

ton, was the third son of John H. and

Magdalen (Hecker) Waldeman, of

Wirtenberg, Germany, in wdiich place

he was born, Oct. 18, 1830. He attended the

excellent schools of his native city till he was
fourteen, and acquired a good education. He
then assisted his father in his linen factory

and on the farm. In April, 1849, he came to

New York, and from thence to Delaware. The
first year he spent with a farmer, his main ob-

ject being to acquire facility in the language,

and then went into the sawing business, run-
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ningr a mill in Leipsic, for about eight years.

He next had charge of a mill at Toughkenna-
mon, Chester county, Pa., for the eight years

tollowing, when, in 1870, he returned to Dela-

ware. and run the Pennypacker mill, in Felton,

which was burned in 1871, and he purchased

the property. The following year he erected

his large and fine mill, which soon became so

well-known to all dealers in ship timber and

building frames, and an account of which will

be found in the Industrial department. In

politics, Mr. Waldeman is a Democrat. He
has, several times, served faithfully the com-

j

munity in which he lives as Town Commis-
' sioner and School Commissioner. He joined

; . the Odd Fellows in 1 8 t 2, and has taken all the
i ,

degrees. In 1874 he joined the Knights of

Pythias, has occupied alFthe chairs in that

order, and is a member of the Grand Lodge.

j

Since 1874 he has been an active member of

^ of the M. E. church, and is superintendent of

i the Sunday school. He is one of the most en-

terprisirm and hifrhlv respected citizens of
i

10 ^ *

I Felton. He was married at Leipsic, May [4,

; 1854, to Miss Susan, daughter of William Par-

vis, of Kent county. They have five children :

j
William P. and George W., who assist in the

i
management of the business

;
Lydia B., Flor-

ence and Marianna.

LAYTON, HON. THOMAS, son ofDp
Joshua Clayton, a surgeon in the Con-

tinental army, afterwards Governor of

Delaware, was born in July, 1777, at

Massey’s Cross Roads, Md., whither

his mother had been removed to avoid the

excitement attending the march of the British

army across the State of Delaware. He de-

scended from Joshua Clayton, who, with his

brother Powell, emigrated from Lincolnshire,

and came to this country with William Penn.

He received a classical education at the

Academy in Newark, then celebrated for the

thoroughness of its instruction. At the age of

nineteen he was placed, as a student of law,

in the office of Nicholas Ridgely, and at the

end of three years was admitted to the bar at

Dover. Though the legal profession at that

time was remarkably strong, his attainments

commanded the respect of nis brethren and the

confidence of the people. He soon obtained

an e.xtensive and lucrative practice. In 1S08

he was Secretary of State under the adminis-

tration of George Truitt, and in i8ir, was ap-

pointed by Joseph Hazlett, to the office of

Attorney General. In 1814 he was elected

Representative from Delaware in the Congress

of the United States. During this term the,

bill changing the mode of compensation of

members of Congress was passed. I'or this

bill Mr. Clayton voted. The measure was so

odious to the people, that not even his popu-

larity could enable him to stem the tide

of opposition, and at the next election

he was defeated. The confidence of his con-

stituents was not long withheld and upon the

resignation of Caisar A. Rodney, as Senator of

tlie United States, in consequence of his ap-

pointment as Minister to Buenos Ayres, Mr.

Clayton was chosen to fill the vacancy, and

January 15, 1824, took his seat in the Senate,

which he continued to occupy during the resi-

due of the Eighteenth and the whole of the

Nineteenth Congress. In 1828, after the ex-

piration of his Senatorial term, the Judiciary

of the State was reorganized, when he was

appointed by Charles Polk to be Chief justice

of the Court of Common Pleas, and upon the

ordainment of the amended constitution,

which, so far as it related to the judiciary,

went into operation on the third Tuesday of

January, 1832, and by which the Supreme
Court and Court of Common Pleas were abol-

ished, he was made Chief Justice of the State.

This office he held until jah. 16, 1837, when he

was chosen Senator to fill the vacancy occa-

sioned by the resignation of John M. Clayton,

and on the 19th ot the same month entered

the Senate, and at the Session of the General

Assembly in 18, l, was again elected Senator

for the Constitutional term, beginning March

4, 1842. Upon the e.xpiration of this term

Mr. Clayton retired from the conduct of pub-

lic affairs and from the practice of his profes-

sion. The residue of his life was spent in

domestic privacy at his home in New Castle,

whither he had removed in 1833 and where

he died suddenly on the 2lst of August,

1854. His remains lie in the grounds of the

Presbyterian Church, at Dover, where the
HP

foundation of his greatness was laid, and in

the soil of the county which he loved so well.

A career so remarkable could have been sus-

tained only by the possession of ability of the

highest order. Eminent in every position in

which he was placed, his enduring fame rests
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chiefly upon his administration of judicial func-
|

tions. However distinguish.-d the advocate
,

may be, his reputation is ephemeral. It lives
|

only in tiie remembrance of the generation of
|

which he was a part. Had not Mansfield sat '

upon the bench, the name of Murray vvould ;

have passed into obscurity, and thus transitory
;

had been the memory of Thomas Clayton, but
\

for the imperishable monument which he has
j

reared by his judicial decisions. To show the
j

estimation in which he was held by his con- '

temporaries, it may be instructive to refer to

the message of Charles Polk to the General

Assembly, at its session of 1830. By the
\

Constitution of 1792 it was provided that the
|

Judges of the Court of Common Pleas should not
j

be fewer than three nor more than four, one of !

whom should be Chief Justice, and that there
|

should be a judge 'residing in each county.

Shortly after the commencement of the term of

Governor Polk, a vacancy occurred by the death

of Judge VVMy, which he determined not to fill,

as James Booth, then Chief Justice, resided in

New Castle Co., which answered the require-

ment as to residence and- satisfied the con-

stitutional number. In 1828, Judge Booth

died, and the duty of appointing his successor

devolved upon the executive. It is manifest

that if the new appointment had been made
from that county the necessity for a fourth

Judge would have been avoided and the

expense of his salary saved to the State

Notwithstanding this consideration the Gov-

ernor deemed it due to the proper administra-

tion of justice, that the place should be filled

from Kent county in the person of Thomas
Clayton. This act gave rise to great public

clamor and Mr. Polk thought proper to com
municate to the Legislature the reasons for

his conduct. P'rom that message a brief ex-

tract will suffice, and when it is recollected

that Samuel M. Harrington was then Secretary

of State, the value of the estimate of professional

ability will sufficiently appear. “ Ever since

the adoption of our Constitution, the Chief

Justice of each of our Courts of Common Law
has been chosen from the county of New
Castle

;
yet, although on reviewing that fact,

I determined that the Constitution should be

my guide and that I would accordingly con-

sider no district of the State to be exclusively

entitled to that office, I, at the same time

determined that no mere local considera-

tion should influence me in making such a

choice as in my best judgment would most

redound to the welfare and true inter-

ests of the people. I selected the present

Cliief Justice of the Corrimon Pleas solely with

a view to his learning, talents, integrity and

superior capacity for the station. * * *

In justice to this Court I will now mention the

fact that since its new organization, not a single

case has occurred ofexception to its decisions,

nor has one writ of error been taken out to re-

verse any of its judgments.” Surely this is high

praise, but itis arriply vindicated by history, for

whoever will examine the report of his deci-

sions in the first two volumes of Harrington,

he will find that during his exercise of judicial

powers, there were but seven writs of error

sued out, in six cases whereof the judgment of

the Court below was unanimously affirmed,

and in the seventh, being the case of Banner

vs. Gregg, where the fact of reversal is merely

stated, it seems probable, from the original

papers, that it occurred because of a defect in

the verdict, whereby the judgmenl wd-. not

authorized
;
an error which should have re-

ceived the attention of the counsel, rather than

of the Court. Thus profoundly versed in the

[irinciples of law, his marvellous perception

intuitively discovered the point upon which

the case turned, and with legal precision he

delivered his judgment. By the time the argu-

ment had closed he was ready to announce

his opinion, and when he was through there

was generally an end to the cause. He did

not argue, but simply adjudicated, and his de-

cisions are models of judicial brevity and per-

spicuity. At his hands justice was dispensed

without denial or delay. There was rarely any

holding up of cases for advisement, nor did

it require a treatise to embody his views. He
uttered no obiter dicta to mislead the bar or to

trouble the bench. His words were few but

weighty, and they came not as the scattering

of small shot, but with the directness and force

of a cannon ball. He ranks pre-eminent among
the able jurists who have occupied his seat,

and such is the deference paid to his learning

that, while infallibility cannot be averred even

of the deliberate judgment of a Court of last

resort, there are few lawyers in Delaware who
do not feel their cause to be practically gained

when they find it sup[)orted by a nisi prius

decision of Thomas Clayton.
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^^^^(3NES, BENJAMIN BURTON, Mills-

boro, was born at Bi'.rtonsville, one

mile distant from his present residence*

^ ,
Nov. 17, 1828, the only child of Zacha-

riah Jones, a shoemaker by trade, who
was born in Dagsboro hundred, about 1797.

He married Sallie Hopkins, about 1826. She

died in 1831. On returning from her burial,

her little son was taken to the home of his

father’s uncle. Philip Wingate, and never went

again to his own home. When he was six

years of age, his father went West and was

never heard of again. The father of Zachariah

was Isaac Jones, a farmer of Dagsboro hun-

dred, who married Luranie, daughter of John

and Annie (Burton) Wingate. Isaac Jones

was very tall and handsome. He died about

1805, and his wife, in 1831. They had but two

children : Zachariah and Burton Jones. The
last named, a farmer in Sussex county, mar-

ried Levina Prettyman, and had fourteen chil-

dren. The father of Isaac was Zachariah

Jones, who came to America from Scotland,

about the middle of the last century, and set-

tled in Dagsboro, where he purchased land

and commenced farming. He had one son,

Isaac, and two daughters
;
Hannah, who be-

came the wife of Robertson Mears, and Leah,

Who married Philip West. Benjamin B Jones

attended the common schools only in the win-

ter season. In his thirteenth year he went to

sea for about six months, after which he bound !

I

himself out as a carpenter’s apprentice, and
j

had the privilege of attending school one
|

month in each winter. On coming of age, he '

married and settled in Millsboro, where he
j

followed his trade, successfully, for twelve
j

years. In 1863 he rented the Millsboro Mills, !

consisting ol a flour mill, saw mill and a card-

ing machine, all run by water, and capable of

a large business. Here he has enjoyed unin-

terrupted success to the present time. In 1864 ;

he purchased the Doe Bridge Mill, and in 1872,
j

the Millsboro Mills. In 1868, also, he built a

planing mill, which has been profitable. He
owns, besides, several lots about the town. He
has won success by his own unaided efforts,

and against more obstacles than most men
.

meet with in life. He is well informed and

ranks among the leading men of the county.

Mr. Jones was brought up in sympathy with

the Democratic party, but when the war broke

out, he “ could not secede,” and joining the

Republicans, maintained with all his power,

the Federal Government. Since that time he

has taken much interest in public affairs. He
was nominated lor the Levy Court, in 1870,

for the Legislature, in 1872, and for the office

of Sheriff, in [876, but each time his party was

in the minority. He joined the Odd Fellows

in 185;. He married, Dec. 20, 1849, l^Ls-s

Emily Cranfield, of Millsboro, and has had

eight children, five of whom are living : Sarah

Elizabeth, wife of David Steel
;
Mary Ellen

;

Jacob, who. is in business with his father
;

Emma P., wife of Frank Donavan
;
and Frank

Jones. His second child, Samuel Jones, died

of lockjaw, Feb. 21, i87S,at the age of twenty-

seven.

LAYTON, HENRY, Farmer, and

President of the Citizens’ National

Bank of Middletown, was born in St.

George’s hundred, Jan. 3, 1839, being

(3
* the second son of Colonel Joshua Clay-

ton, and grandson of Chief Justice Thomas
Clayton. He grew up on the home farm, and

attended the schools of the neighborhood till

1854, when he was sent for two years to the

New Jersey Conference Seminary at Penning-

ton. Returning home at the age of eighteen,

he engaged in farming on his own account, tak-

ing charge of “The Choptank on the Hill,” the

farm once owned by his giandfather, and for

many years the home of Col. Joshua Clayton.

In i860 ho removed to his farm, “Woodside,”

two miles west Df Mount Pleasant, on which

he erected the large and handsome residence

which he has since occupied. In 1868 he pur-

chased “Congress Hall,” three miles west of

Mount Pleasant. For ten years,from 1865,he was

extensively and profitably engaged in peach-

culture, having at one time 19,000 trees in

bearing, and in 1875, shipped, for himself and

others, 346 car-loads of peaches to the cities

west of Philadelphi.i, as far as Illinois. He was

the largest shipper of that year, and paid the

railroad over $42,000 for freight. From that

time the peach crop began to fail and he

turned his attention to stock-raising and the

.
cultivation of grain, in which he is now exten-

sively engaged. He was made a director, in

1869, of the Citizens’ National bank of Mid-

dletown, of which, in 1875, he was elected

president, and has held the position continu-

1
ously to the present time, proving an able and
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,nvattlf^?3 lo m13 li; vrtinj ,noi

-5<ci tfiucroor ft eid or?ynintTiii ni arf

orij ,:UH adj no x'n/;jiiodl' odT*' I't^ r^iiida

>ol bn£ .iJ/jitlLn/: § riid y«| bariVo 3000 tmal
iwit , fjit) .•'iiriaof .io'J 10 ainod ad3 fnsy^

riLtfc-b^'V/ ' nritGi pid dj bovoaisi ;>d ddHt al

'ji&nJL hm ,n*aM «<wlnadoH lo ali-w ?di^am*3
*atK)^ fl rtifne{naH -.jesW qlJId^J ban'iBdi orf**^

-mV aiiJnl \l(ti> doodae nommoa adi habaaij*
^3 H13W ad nsay dinssiiitiS aid nT/^noesa* rai

bfiijod ad riairiwiall* .edsftom xia iuQds 10I £ae
,‘>ai3nai^q« «’ialrt»qa«3 * ll >«fnld

(l.ndM 11 j .jnsAi^aKf ifiuobC 1*^ >3y/£d*wow3! 3«o Ici<irf3«-8nibnaj}fi lo ogoffyiiq adl bsd
owiof^l.fTi.t bnn agir.! odi b&J>i>i3 odi^ad W gnimoa nO xl-jisa ni fiJnom.

-luq 3il (il oonjc scH ad iioidw| ad .OTodiJ?<M ''ni balJlaa bn* hoinfifli
lo ifl:»/;,o(i(n 3 o»lj 'MJf.H rt5>,^rto>‘ b»ffida , avbvyi -jol .xHulteoatuia .ab*!} e)d bavotlx^
<:f,w 3/},eob’i - r»v.‘ If 1 jfisfJsalT jnboM, cwdzIbM odt bbrnarad oI

ni vlWfcjftnTqbfio ->{lyv5iyftt»jx3+.b7*a * bnjs Him wse^Jlim -u/ofl * lo ^ahliaao9
ni 'i'jii fiP04u 3.mJ on<j in gfiivx.d-,S3oJloo ;lo 3ld*q*a bn* .laicvx <(d nrn It* .antdosm gni
bn* llyi.'TTid ifl .baqqid? .j^tn nr b j4^nht>tJ -niou boi(oin3 asri ad aiali (r.zaanjiuKi vg-f*! *
satSiD ad? 01 r-i.»‘3i?aq '-lo al -amU Jnoeaiq adJ oi apaati* boiqumj
«Atf aH .aisKiUn fcs ?*1 e^. .( Mqbh.dlnHlo rti bWi ,iJi« agbhH soa v^j bwcdaioq ad
oifi blt^ brtc ,1L0 / intis lo faqqid* Jaa^kl od/ i ilUtd ad d>eJs *8ft8l ol .«IbM oiod«ili|d aril
Itilf tnn%n •l(i;ii9 'ii wi (yjo,Si4 i 3vo 1>£0 ‘i^ .aldsJdovf na^ and rfaidw .Him gnm*k.
ad bn* Itsl ol oigarf qoi-j dosaq axil, amil »H »w«l odi n/od* clqi ;*yayaa«At»bUad enwo
adj bn* uj noiioal]* »ii( badtn) .alioRa babl*/iw nwo atd r^d £*e3ou* now *£d^
• oalxaw*3fi a orl dordwni ,nitty io noii$\rbbt9 aym Horn futdi ollclado lenicgs. bn*
ni ,‘«3J7»tib fc. *jb*m oH baj^^ns bn* barimoim Uaw ci »H iilit ni dtivr iaam
•failfC V d«»d UnoIlaM enaxiiiD ad» lo xiouoj To^liam ynibest adl gnom* eunei
banaia agw ad fd .doidw Vo .,nwo*alb 4^fiw ^(ds»qari(a ni qu idyaoid c*w «anot .iM
>tririfno3 noZj<«/iq »di Llad anfl birs .ixialditaiq aalo-ul i«w adi itadw iud .xJyaq viifiiooniaQ adl

1 brt* atd* n* ^nivoaq ',M»r) iusaiiq »4J t>: %him> , Mis ynktki^iiTfSbxna Soa bluOo** ad ,iuo
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judicious manager of its affairs. Mr. Clayton

has succeeded well in life, still it has always

been a matter of great regret with him that

he did not
,
when younger, enter the medical

profession, for which he has a decided taste

and an undoubted talent. He is a member of

the Democratic party, but is not a politician
;

is a Mason, and a member of Union Lodge,

No. 5. He is steward of the Bethel E.

Church at Pivot Bridge, having united with

that denomination in 1874, and is President of

the Bethel Cemetery, which is one of the finest

in that part of the State. He was married,

Nov. 23, i860, to Miss Maggie Rebecca,

daughter of Richard Lockw'ood, a promn'nent

merchant of Middletown, and has twm chiL

cren, Richard Thomas and Henry Clayton, Jr

ALL, DR. DAVID, son of Dr Henry
Hester (Rodney) Hall, wasm in Lewes, April 24, 1831. His

father was seven years in the United

States’ service, which he entered as

medical officer under Colonel Samuel B. Davis,

on the w'estern frontier, wdiere Chicago now
stands. He died, November i, 1865, being

then in his seventy-sixth year. Mrs. Hall was

the daughter of Caleb and Pllizabeth (West)

Rodney : Caleb was the son of Wm., who was

the cousin of Caesar Rodney of Revolutionary

fame. She was a lady of superior character

and abilities, a member of the Presbyterian

church, and through her instrumentality the

first Sabbath School was established in Lewes.

She died in 1873, in her seventy-seventh year

They had seven children : Margaret married

Capt. John P. Marshall of Lewes
; Joseph, a

planter in Mississippi
;
Dr. David

;
Eliza, wife

of E. K. Richardson of Lewes; MaryD.; Re-

becca B., and Rev. Henry R. Hall. Dr. David

Hall received his primary education in Lewes,

and i'.i 1848 was sent to a private school in

Germantown, where he remained two years.

His medical studies he pursued with his father

in Lewes, and with Dr. William Darrah, in

Philadelphia. He attended, also, during the

summers of 1851 and 1852, the lectures and

experiments of Dr. Browa Sequard, graduating

from University of Pennsylvania in 1852. The
following winter he attended a course of lect-

ures at the same institution, after which he

settled in the practice of his profession in his

native town. Dr. Hall was appointed Port Phy-

sician by Governor Saulsbury, which position

he still holds. He is a membi'r of the State

Medical Society and of the State Board of

Health. He became a Mason in 1862, and has

filled the offices of Junior Warden and Secre-

tary of Jefferson Lodge, No. 15. He is a

member of the Presbyterian Church of Lewes,

in which he has also held office. He was
united in marriage, November i, i860, to Miss

Eugenia C., daughter of Colonel William D.

Waples, of Susse.x county. They have but

one child.; William D. W. Hall, now (1882)

in his seventeenth vear.

ALL, DR. JOSEPH, of Lewes, was
born about 1750. and was the elder

brother of Colonel David Hall of Revo-
lutionary fame, and in whose sketch a

full account of the family and ancestry

is given. His brother occupied the same office

with Dr Joseph Hall. The latter was one of

the originators of the State Medical Society of

Delaware, in 1787, and one of the officers of

the Court in Lewes, between the years 1790
and 1796. He was a man greatly respected,

and his death, in 1796, was a serious loss to

the community. He first married Ann, daugh-
ter of Parker Robinson by whom he had one
daughter, Lydia, who died at the age of

twenty. His second wife was Elizabetn,

daughter of Major Henry P'ishcr, of Sussex

county, a pilot on Delaware Bay. The site of

the Beacon Light on Cape Henlopen was fixed

by Major Fisher. His father. Dr. Henry Fisher,

came to this country from Ireland, but soon

after returned. About the year of the settle-

ment of the first English Colony he came
again to Delaware, and remained. For a long

time, it is said, he was the only physician on

the peninsula. By his second wife Dr. Joseph
Hall had only one son who grew to maturity;

Dr. Hemy P'isher Hall, who married Hester

Rodney,

,^^MITHERS, NATHANIEL, was the

son of Nathaniel and Esther (Beau-

champ) Smithers, and was born in

Kent county, in June, 1787. He m.ar-

ried first, Susan Fisher, daughter of Dr.

Elijah Barratt, of Camden
;
and secondly,

Rachel E., daughter of Dr. James L. Clayton,

of Newcastle county. In Dec 1810, he was

appointed by Gov. Truitt, Prothonotary of the
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Court of Common Pleas of Kent county, and

at the same time received a commission as

Clerk of the Peace. On the expiration of the

term he was recommissioned by Gov. Rodney
and was continued in the office by successive

appointments until 1S24. He also received

from Gov. Rodney, in 1816, the commission of

Register in Chancery for Kent county. In

1828, he removed to his farm in Cecil county

Md., which he soon afterwards sold, the better

to provide for the education of his children.

Having accomplished this purpose he retired

from active business and spent the remainder

of his life in Wilmington, where he died in

1857. He is buried at Bethel in Cecil county.

He left two children
;
Nathaniel B Smithers,

lawyer of Dover, and Dr. Edward F. Smithers,

of Vienna, Dorchester county, Md.

LAYTON, COLONEL JOSHUA, Re-

vtrl *^’red Farmer, Middletown, was born at

Dover, A ugust 2, fSot. His father was

Hon Thomas Clayton, United States

S Senator and Chief Justice of Delaware.

Colonel Clayton was three years at the cele

brated classical school of Rev. Francis Hind-

man at Newark. In 1818 he entered Princeton

College, where, after remaining two and a half

years, his health became so seriously impaired

by severe study that he was obliged to discon-

tinue his collegiate course. In 1821 he com-
menced the study of law in the office of

his father. The following year he spent in

the office of Judge Alexander L. Hayes, a

distinguished judge in Reading, Pa. In 1823

he accompanied to his destination, the Hon.

Caesar A. Rodney, United States Minister to

the Argentine Republic, going with him in the

capacity of Secretary. They went on the old

frigate. Congress, by the way of Spain, the

coast of Africa, Rio Janiero to Buenos Ayres.

Mr. Rodney’s health failing in three months

after their arrival, Mr. Clayton was sent home
with dispatches to the government. He was

admitted to the bar in Dover in 1823,

and practiced his profession there till 1830,

when he removed to Bohemia Manor, and

settled on the estate known as “Choptankon
the Hill.” In commencing operations on

this place he contracted a debt of $300,

which his skill in farming, and remarkable

success, soon enabled him to liquidate. For

nearly fifty years Colonel Clayton has been

one of the most successful agriculturists of

that section of the State, and at one time

owned over 21,000 acres of land, 2,400 acres

of which he has given to his ten children. Of
all this he is especially proutl as the result of

his own unaided efforts. He has been four

times commissioned Colonel, first by Gov.

Hazlet, second by Gov. Thomas Stockton,

third by Gov. William Temple, and lastly when
war was threatened with England, on the oc-

casion of the dispute concerning the boundary

of Oregon. Colonel Clayton was married in

1833 to Miss Lydia, daughter of Richard Clay-

ton, the lady being his first cousin They had

three children
;
Thomas, Henr} and Richard.

His wife died in January. 1849, and on the 22d

of February, 1850,110 married Miss Martha PL,

daughter of Richard Lockwood, a well-known

merchant of Middletown By this marriage

he had eight children, seven of whom are liv-

ing
;
Adelaide Young, McComb, Mary W.,

Joshua, Elizabeth, Eugene and Frances.

^^^HAKESPEARE, JAMES HaMAN,
Attorney-at-Law, Phildelphia.was born

at Iron Hill, near Newark, Nov. 30,

ryij 1850, the third son of William M. and

Catherine (Haman) Shakespeare. He
attended the best schools of Dover, to which

place his parents removed in 1854. In 186; he

entered the Freshman class of Dickinson Col-

lege, at Carlisle, Pa., and after the usual four

years’ course, graduated A. B., with the class

of 1869. Returning to his home in Dover, he

was actively engaged with his father in the

lumber business till the fall of 1871, when he

removed to Philadelphia, and became a law

student with James H. Heverin as his precep-

tor. He was admitted to the bar in 1874, and

at once began an active practice, which has

continued steadily to increase. Mr. Shake-

speare has proved himself a law'yer of marked

ability
;
his attainments and natural endow-

ments are both of a high order
;
he is an ef-

fective pleader, and a gentleman of fine ap-

pearance and address. For a time he took an

active interest in public affairs, and in 1872, w'as a

prominent speaker in the campaign, advocat-

ing the election of Hon. Charles R. Buckalewq

the Democratic candidate for Governor of

Pennsylvania. But the increasing demands of

of his profession, to which he is devoted, have

now quite withdrawn him from politics. Heisin
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the full tide of success, being regarded as one
j

of the most promising young members of the
I

Philadelphia bar, and enjoys. a large and lu-

crative practice, almost entirely confined to

the civil courts. He was married in Philadel-

phia, December 14, 18S1, to Miss Anna, daugh-
ter of James L. and Priscilla (Stytes) Heverin,

of Dover.

|;^^HORTLIDCtE, EVAN G., M. D., Phy-
sician and Surgeon of Wilmington, was
born, Feb. 26, 1844, in Chester, Pa.,

son of George Shortlidge, Esq., of that

G2/ place. He graduated from the Fort

Edward Institute on the Hudson, and taught

till 1862, when he entered the medical depart-

ment of the University of Pennsylvania. The
following year, leaving his studies, he enlisted

in the Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, and

served throughout the severe south-west cam-
paign, which ended wdth the battle of Nash-
ville. In the fall of 1865 he was mustered out

of service with his regiment, and at once re-

sumed his studies in the E^uivcibiLy, uoni

which he graduated M. D. in the class of 1868.

After one year of service in the Blockley hos-

pital he was appointed one of the Friends

commissioners under the government to in-

struct and attempt to civilize the Indian tribes

of the west. For over a year he faithfully and

laboriously performed the duties of this mis-

sion in northern Nebraska, and returning east

settled in Wilmington, where he has since re-

sided and has built up a large practice. It is

necessarily a general one, but he has special

skill and reputation in surgery. Dr. Short-

lidge is a member of the Medical Society of

Delaware, and is greatly esteemed in the pro-

fession. He has been for several years the

Physician to the New Castle county Alms-
house, and since 1874, physician to the City

Hospital; also for several years a member of

the city Board of Health. He has alw'ays

taken a deep interest in public,and especially in

educational, affairs, and was from 1874 to 1877

president of th« city Board of Education. In

1874 he contributed an article on the diagno-

sis and treatment of rheumatism which was

widely published and attracted much atten-

tion He is a man of culture and high charac-

ter, and both as a citizen and professionally is

deservedly popular. In politics he is an ear-

nest Republican. He was married in 1875 to

61

Miss Elizabeth A. Douglass, a lady of Pmglish

birth. Their children are Eldmund, Audrey
G. and Martha H. Shortlidge.

HAKESPEARE, EDWARD ORAM,
V M. D., Ophthalmic Surgeon of Phila-

delphia, and eldest son of William M.

and Catharine (Haman) Shakespeare,

was born in New Castle county. May
19, 1846. In 1854 his parents removed to

Dover, where he attended the classical acad-

emy of Prof. William A. Reynolds till the age

of eighteen, when he entered the Sophomore
class, of Dickinson college, graduating A. B.

in 1867. He had the previous year com-

menced the study of medicine under the tutor-

ship of Dr. Dougherty of Carlisle, and on

returning to Dover entered the office of Dr.

Gove Saulsbury, with whom he studied dur-

ing his vacations. Matriculating at the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania in the autumn of 1867,

he graduated M. D. in the class of 1869, and

returning to Dover, at once engaged in the

practice of his profession, in which
,

from the

first, he met with marked success. He was in

partnership with Dr. Isaac Jump, from 1872 to

1874. During the session of the Legislature, in

1873, Dr. Shakespeare was elected Secretary

of the Senate, and proved a very popular and

efficient officer. In February 1874, he removed

to Philadelphia, where, soon after, he became

connected wdth the University of Pennsylvania

as lecturer in the post-graduate course, on Ac-

commodation and Refraction, and Operative

Ophthalmic Surgery, the duties of which

position he still continues to discharge with

the zeal of a true lover of his art. His increas-

ing interest in Ophthalmic Surgery soon de-

manding all his time, he decided to withdraw

from the general practice of medicine, and

devote himself entirely to this branch of medi-

cal science, in which he rapidly rose to promi-

nence. In 1877 he received the appointment

of Pathologist and Ophthalmic Surgeon to the

Blockley Hospital, which position he continues

to occupy. He was one of a Committee of

three pathologists to e.xamine microscopically,

and report, officially, upon the minute condi-

tion of the brain of Guiteau, the assassin of

President Garfield, and at the request of the

other members drafted the report. His private

practice in his specialty is large
;

patients

coming to him from nearly all parts of the
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country. His writings also hav^e attracted

much attention, and have been received with

especial favor. Many of his articles on sub-

jects connected with his specialty have been

widely circulated, and in 1S77 he was the

recipient of the Warren Triennial Prize ol

$400, open to the world;—his subject, "The
Nature of Inflammation in Arteries,” being

a microscopic study of the pathology of

inflammation of the arteries. In 1878 he was

invited to deliver a lecture before the Smith-

sonian Institution on a kindred subject in the

“ Toner Course,” which lecture was published

by that Institution in their volume for that

year. In 1880 Dr. Shakespeare and J. Henry
C. Simes, of Philadelphia, translated from the

French, edited and revised, ‘‘Cornil and Ran-

viers Pathological Histology,” which has

already been adopted as a text book in many
of the medical colleges of the country. It is

regarded as the best work on the subject in

the English language. Dr. Shakespeare pre-

pared for it many original chapters and brought

it down to the date of publication. Still later

he has prepared for Prof Harrison Allen’s

work on Human Anatomy, a paper on "The
Microscopic Structure of the Human Frame,”

which forms the opening chapter. His last

scientific labor has been the preparation and de-

livery of a course of Mutter Lectures before the

College of Physicians of Philadelphia his sub-

ject being "Contributions to the Histology of

Inflammation.” In literary labors in connec-

tion with his chosen life work, he is constantly

engaged, and is a hard student and prodigious

worker. He is a member of the Masonic

Order. In 1880 Dr. Shakespeare was appointed

aid-de-camp on the staff of Major General

Hartranft, with the rank of Major, and in

1882 represented the National Guard of Penn-

sylvania as a member of the American team

in the first military international rifle match,

between Great Britain and America.

8
UNTINGTON, REV. CYRUS, Pastor

of the Presbyterian church of Dover,

was born in Greene county, N.Y., April

10, 1820
;
the eldest son of Rev. An

*5^ drew and Mary (Chipman) Hunting-

ton. His father, born in Lebanon, Conn., in

1791, graduated at Yale in the same class with

Hon. John M. Clayton, in 1815. He studied

divinity with the ’celebrated John M. Mason,

DELAWARE.

D. D., of New York city, and entered the

ministry of the Presbyterian church in 1818.

For nearly half a century he was pastor of

churches in various places, and died in Ohio,

in 1872, at the age of eighty-one. The Hunt-
ingtons descended from Simon Huntington, a

native of Norwich, Plngland, who died on his

voyage to this country in 1633. His widow,
Margaret, with their three sons, Christopher,

Simon and Samuel, were among the original

settlers of Norwich, Conn., and it is from the

second son,- Simon, in the seventh generation,

that Mr. Huntington is descended. The family

has been prominent in the history of the State,

one of them being a signer of the Declaration

of Independence, and another. Governor of

Connecticut, Mr. Huntington’s mother, was
the daughter of Samuel Chipman, of Shore-

ham, Vt. He was prepared for college, prin-

cipally, by his father, the family then residing

in Hudson city, N. Y. He was a clerk, one

year, in the office of the New York Observer,

after which, in 1840, he entered the Sopho-

more class in Vale Loilege, graduating in

1843, spent two years in teaching. In

1845, he entered the middle class of Princeton

Theological Seminary, completing the course

two years later. He supplied the pulpit of the

Havre de Grace, Md., Presbyterian church for

a year, as a licentiate, and Nov. 14, 1848, was

ordained and installed. He continued pastor

of that church till 1852,when he became pastor

of the Presbyterian church at Ellicott’s Mills,

remaining till Aug. 30, 1862, when he resigned

his charge, having been appointed chaplain of

the First Maryland Regiment of Union Volun-

teers. This position, however, he resigned

Oct. 21, on account of very serious illness.

May II, 1863, he was installed pastor of the

Presbyterian church of Dover, where he still

remains. Mr. Huntington is a thorough scholar,

an original and profound thinker, and in speak-

ing, holds the close attention of his hearers.

As a pastor he is popular and greatly beloved.

His health was not good when he came to

Dover, and needing out-door exercise, he de-

cided to turn the necessity to good account,

and accordingly purchased a farm of seventy-

two acres, near that place, on which he has

successfully cultivated peaches, pears and the

small fruits. He was married, Nov. 13, 1851,

to Mrs. Henrietta Mary, widow of Dr. John J.

Boyd, of Havre de Grace, and daughter of
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Captain Nathaniel and Margaret (Rodgers)

Chew. Mrs. Chew was a sister of Commodore
John Rodgers, of the United States Navy.

Mrs. Huntington died, Dec. 4, 1879, and is in-

terred in the family burial place in Lower West
Nottingham church yard, Cecil county, Md. By
reason of her family connections she had a

wide acquaintance with the leading men in

church and State, and by her native talents

and superiority she was fitted to grace any

circle,—but her chief adornment was her lovely

Christian character, and as a pastor's wife, she

was unsurpassed.

(^^^LEMING, CHARLES TURNER, Sur-

rF
Conveyancer, Milford, was

born in Mispillion hundred, Nov. 16,

1805, the seventh son of Beniah Flem-
ing, a farmer, and his wife. Elizabeth,

daughter of John Turner, a farmer of the same
neighborhood. The family descended from

William Flemiing, born in Scotland, June 5,

1717, and who came to Delaware about 1740.

He obtained a patent tor 400 acres of land in

Mispillion hundred, which was called “ Wil-

liam’s Choice,” and part of it is still in the

family possession He erected in 1741, a large

brick dwelling which is still in good repair.

He died in 1784. His wife, Jane Frame, born

July 27, 1726, died March 7, 1768. Their chil-

dren were, Andrew, Nathan, William, Boaz,

Beniah, born Jan. 10, 1762, and Benoni, By a

second wife he had another son, Thomas. All

the children of William Fleming emigrated to

the West after his death, with the exception

of Beniah, who remained at the old homie-

stead, where he died at the age of eighty-

three, Oct. 12, 1845. ^ soldier in the

revolution in the Delaware line. His wife,

Betsey, was born, Dec. ii, 1765, They had

fourteen children, Charles Turner being the

eleventh. The homestead is now owned by

Charles H. Fleming, son of Nathan, and

grandson of Beniah. Charles T. Fleming re-

ceived a good English education and taught

school one year before coming to Milford, in

1827. He there attended evening schools and

studied Latin and mathematics, the last being

his special delight. In 1835, he became a sur-

veyor and conveyancer, and has now been

thus employed for over forty-five years. For

twenty-one years he has been a Notary Public

and also Commissioner of Deeds for the State

of New York, transacting an immense amount
ol business, and has probably written more
deeds than any other man in Kent county.

He lias acted as agent for the Mill Creek, now
farmers' Mutual Fire Insurance Company,
since its organization. In 1846, he was ap-

pointed Receiver of the celebrated Potter

estate, then in litigation, of which, in 1848,

under a decision of the Court of Chancery, he
was made and still remains the trustee. Mr.
Fleming was, in 1837, elected by the Whig
party to the legislature, in which he served

honorably for two years. He has been a Re-
publican since the organization of that party,

and a strong L^nion man. He was brought up
a Presbyterian, but there being no church of

that denomination in Milford, he and his wife

united with the M. E church, in his early man-
hood He was first married, Jan. 4, 1838, to

Mrs. Elizabeth W., widow of Rynear Williams,

and daughter of Peter T. Causey, also sister

of Governor Peter F. Causey. She died May
16, 1847. He afterwards married Miss Mary
S., daughter of William R.ich?.rds of North-
west Fork hundred, and had three children

;

Mary Elizabeth, who died in 1861, aged five

years
;
F'oster Causey, died in 1864, aged one

year and four months, and an infant, who also

died. Mr Fleming is still active, and attends
to all the duties of his position with accuracy
and ease. He has not yet been obliged to use

glasses. He is social, and a great lover of

music, spending many leisure hours in playing

the violin or the organ.

J^AILEY, COL. EDMUND, Farmer of

Canterbury, was born in the house

where he now lives, Aug. 17, 1840. His

father, John Bailey, also a farmei
,
was

born, June 10, 1797. He married in 1824

Eliza A., daughter of William and Ann An-
derson. They had four sons and five daugh-

ters, Edmund being the youngest child. John

Bailey was an industrious and enterprising

citizen, a man of high character, and for forty

years was a leader, trustee, and steward in the

M. E. Church. He died greatly lamented,

Nov. 7, 1870, and his wife, April 20, 1874, in

her 74th year. The father of John was Eld-

mund Bailey, born in Kent, about 1760. He
married Ruth Cox and had five children. The
Baileys were of English origin, and among
the early settlers of Delaware. The Ander-



lnwom« simainml n« ,}JvY Jo

w-rm fl333hv#"^diwJ.nij ^f.d !*njt .tjsaniVoiJ lo
•X^MUoa JflsJf 1^1 <i|Bin lailao '<n*. njrril

v/on Jbl4 afll w} Ifiaj^e lla^aii »j»d »»il

.^ii/.<]fnoD sii»l " t«i/JuT/I ‘Hartnii’*!

'qj; fexv/ vif nl ./toijfcvtofigio i/fi

i'jUo4 baJjiWalaa bill ^o” loyiaosi? bs^JKfpcj

,yf/ii ni .dairi'fl 1o ./loiiBsiJil nl, pDdj
a*f ,'yts!)ff£!fJ "jiyoO orij lo noi^iiat) ii labfui
a]/, .aajauij aHj Fyigmai iJiJ« hij^, abwiar acv#
^iflW 9dj ^{d bDJaivfa ni i^nirooR
bsvjaa art Haidvv ni ,3iuMl«ia®i adl OJ

;i ntrad fcfid aH .eiR^'t ov/l i6} ^Idi-wnoif
,72ij;q J«/fj >o no ij^s016370 jJij} aanfa nsatidu^

3dal3o^cJ 86 </ sH M£trt noin’^ ,g,'npnJe 6 bn£
!o rfrouna on 5jnbn staff.

1
yOeiYJliXs^wi^ n

0117/ ijrf bn* sfi .btulliM n< o<'*heflimdftob Hdj
-ni/n \hnt> eid ni .dowria H adt iltiv/ b'.jiinH

0.3 ,8f8i .rf.i ,b‘>i7-T«m teiff 6** oM. boo4
(EnitiliiW 1fi» v/iehr// ,,yiib7{3e<.J*.ji.ilH

73 (tie oelfi ;^o«i/eD ,T isJal f© lOJ/lan^b bos
Xiib'^ b^iib »ri^ '1^39*3 lo/novoO 3o

boiin.^n abtuv/rj^A oH ,dl

In .^f^pdoiJfT n'ltiKiV/ 'Tm 79?d'^Tjflb 2
; rmfjJjffo ooiilj barf bnfi <ba7b,rreiff ifio'*! teav/

avB bogs ,i5«i Vi{ baib odw ,{fir.>d*|[(f3 vxsR
ono bo^f! r^.5^1 in boib la^fO'd ; ?isjy
bsfs oilv/ jJn/Jr/t rf(" hns--. j^ilihorn tufo) bn£ ifioy

ibnoiu hnt. ,ovi;o£ iR .b?rb
XOfiiuoos ffjiv/ no{jii:oq stld <JoiSwb sdf Us o3
Oft' o1 bs^iftJo rx-j-yd /ay lun end oH '.oeso bn*
lo vsvdl s bns ,lr,i:}]C/2 aH .eo|3sI'a,

gniycfq ni esuod u^t^^hl yn/./rr ^nlbnaq# ,j«mn
.nr.ritb orft to fj^lob/ o/i3

lo larmfil .a^4U,Ra.^ ,J03 ^Y3J|A
t»/uod arfj ni /*7cd asw ,y7i/<j79JofijJ 5^/%
siH .0^1 ,'^1 .gW7\,£yi/K -.Mon aii atsrfv/Cl^ l

667/ .lomixl 6 rMtlc .yslls/i fith{ .to'rfjai

/4i8» /li fjoirtcm oH ,oi ofm|. wtod'

W

-tiA nfiA baa /YioiIliW 'isi/fgu.'sb ,.A £i'd3
-dsufifj 9va bnc tana xudi bt.ii ytin .nostoi
ta/ioV .bliclo Jeognuoy swil gni^'bnu/nb3 .«7j>i

gniEiiqtaJna bna euohlEiibni na aJfW’.yofiaa
(ITOI 7«a fans ,1910*76110 rfjJW lo nam * ^najjib
ods pt l»'u^H9^^ has .lobsol « es)v eisi»y
.boJrtsrasi yflaai^ boib oH ^.jbiudD ^ .M
ni ,>^gi ,ot HiqA *aliw airf fea* .O';®! ,vo^
-i>3 eaw^nrfo^ To odT .reay 19H
oH .oi>\i^ypodt ,Jna3{ ni mod «yo(jfta bnutn
9tlT nnbruh avn barf bn* xo^ riJi/H baiiiam
Snoma bna .nijiio rf^siigna )o 910

w

•labnA ,axlT ..siayffM lo Ewlwaa adj

V .:m ,’S’.... #'
(6i»aUjI) Isie^iaM bne^ InlnaijliaSl nitdqO'

V> 6 e<{w woriD aiM^'.warttJ
calcaS b'*Ji«V siffi lo .ai^'^bp fl ndol^’

•nir^ brtjl ,d9Cl jb30 nolg nltrti
^f^r. frf

l«aV/ioiwoJ niaatiiq icHad ylimcVarfl nr banal'
yij bMi'iftiaoo UneD,bifiy rf?f»ufb

6 half oritJ-tii^iioshnoo ylinri*) lorf Ib^ncesay
ni Irani Sftib.aal ailj riliw' aon/jjnjiiupo^ obiw
Einolai avtun iarf yd bnc .oicie bn^ rfoiorfo i

'{ftf ioing. or boJih srfa y?rir>n^« bn*
ybvof iori>sv/ inammoba lajrfa 5ad4-*abito
orfa ,oliw t'lQlsaq a a* fin* .loioaiarf^ naiiah(fo

.bsEeaqiusnu »*w

-iu2.^avi^UT gajiiAHD ,£)v,i f/r-rj:

aiiw .bifllLM .idanayavnoD brt« loyov
,61 iVoH' .bVifiiiurf fJOiiliqtfiM HI ntocf

•rrral’^ rfainsS lono« rflnovae odi,, jo8r''^^

.rflod£siIg[ ,aliw aid bn« .lamisl * ,goi »«
am«8 ^rfj lo Vm-i*! * .rarnuT nrffitlo loJrfgdafa^
moii babnoo^ab ylimirf orfT .b. ni^oddaian'

5 3mj][ ,bdJ|ii03S oi nlod ,Jri;iran rnGiirW^
Juoda di£'«*ljQ ^ol.orfico orfw, bna .^t^i

bi bn»i, lo ««^m octiot inalari 6 baniarcfo sH
•UW *» batUp &PW doirfw .boibnurf noiliiqclM
arfi ni llil«’ « iHo Jiaq bn* ".opioitp a'm*U
agial £ oj baloaia aH n.oi«te9?e<Hj( xiirn*}
.iicqot;ii/coa' ni Hfjg ai doirfw rf^hd
mod sn*l ,al|v/ dH .^8^1 01 fioib>H
-iido liadT .8d^ 1 rfpiaM boib ‘.dsi;

r ylu(
.\&oS tmAilliW. .n*dj£Jd \,w9ibnA ,ai97/\ayifa

0 yS .inonoQ bn* ,sd^i .01 .0*1 rfwd .d*in>fl
UA .df.modX ,no2 isi^on* barf srf aliw bnooa*
01 baifrigiaia gnimallr m*iUiW lo naibi’idoorfi
noii/pjx'j arf^ rftiw^djasb eirf la/le JeaW adi
-^lO/l bio arfj 3* Ihaiem^T oriw .deinafl lo
.^yjrfa« lo 32« adl 1* ^aib arf a'rarfw ^
jdj ni raibio* * ?fiw sH .3^81 ,u ,ioO .amdi
,ali^ sIH ,a«il atswalaCl orfl nJ nol^lovm
had xarfT .p®€I ,mod, esw ,yaei^
arfl tsmuT *9h«rfO ^naiblirfo nosiw©)?
yd banwo won ei b*al^»morf adT .idioav^^
bn* ,n*rfl*K lo noR .^oiman ./ah*d3
-37 gnMnam .T aolu/Q .dfiinsQ lo noabnfii^ b

bit* fieiiaairba liaU^nH. boo|} * bs /iao
ni.bioliiW Oil aoiinoo mqlad isay ano loorfo*
bn® sninava babn»»* aiarfj aH^ ,^;c8i

aniad it*! piii i8aii*raaii3*m bn* nhe-S b^ibufe
« aiTijra^ nl .irfjilab Isbaq* eirf

naa4, won Red bn* ,iaan*yavnQ:i bn* loyav
,10/1 .aicay avtl-Yfiol lavo iol bayplqroa u/ds
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sons were from Wales. Edmund Bailey at-

(

tended the best schools of his neighborhood !

till the age of fifteen, when he spent two
|

years in Dover in the classical school of Prof.
|

Reynolds, ilis father desired him to take a

full course in Dickinson College, but he could

not be induced to be so long absent from his

home, to which he was greatly attached. After

a trip to Illinois and Missouri, he took charge

of the home farm, his parents removing to

Felton in 1862, and he was married the same
year. This farm he carried on for eight years,

when he removed to Canterbury and engaged
in mercantile pursuits. At the same time, in

partnership with his brother-in-law, Capt

Thomas Draper, he commenced the manufac-

ture of phosphates at Draper’s Landing. After

three years Mr. Bailey retired and gave his

attention to mercantile business till 1875. He
then sold out his stock and spent three years

in settling up his affairs. In the fall of 1878 he

returned to his farm, which is called “Chest-

nut Hill,” and rontains 230 acres, under a high

state of cultivation, and devoted about equally

to fruit and grain. He has 3,500 peach trees,

400 apple, a few pear trees, and two acres in

small fruits. South of his residence he owns

another farm of 40 acres. In Canterbury he

has a storehouse, a dwelling, and three tenant

houses. A man of intelligence, enterprise and

character, he is prominent as an agriculturist,

and takes a deep interest in the material pros-

perity of the State. Since its organization, in

1878, he has been one of the directors, and

general superintendent', of the State Agricul-

tural Society. Through his management,

largely, the State fairs have been made a suc-

cess, paying 20 per cent, dividend on the capital

stock. From his youth Mr. Bailey has been

identified with the Democratic party. He was

elected in 1868 a member of the Levy' Court,

and served acceptably for four y'ears. In 1879

he was commissioned an aid-de-camp on the

staff of Gov. Hall with the rank of Colonel.

For several y'ears he was an active member of

the order of Odd Fellows. In i860 he joined

the M. E Church, and has been trustee since

1868. He was first married, March 4, 1862, to

Miss Mary M., daughter of James G
,
and

Sarah Waples. She died the following October.

Jan uary 17, 1865 he was married to Miss Susan

A., daughter of Samuel A., and Susan (Brown)

Short, of Kent county, by whom he had four

children
;

Mary Waples, Edith, Edmund
Emerson and John. Mrs. Bailey died, Dec. 25,

1872. He was again married, Jan. 23, 1876, to

Miss Laura B., daughter of John B., and

.Susan (Buckmasterj Anderson. By this mar-

riage he has one child, Anna Louise.

^jC^INCENT, FRANCIS. Historian, Editor

''iriflpand Philanthropist, was born, March

*7’ 1822, and was brought up in

Dover till the age of seventeen. There

were, at that time, but few books

in Dover, and but two gentlemen there,

Henry M. Ridgely and John M. Clayton, had

really good libraries. To the one owned by

Mr. Ridgely young A’’incent enjoyed free

access, and to this privilege he owed the best

part of his education, and the higher ideas

which have influenced him through life, and

through him have proved of such great benefit

to others. Dec. 27, 1839, he came to Wil-

mington and learned the printing business in

the office of the Delaware Gazette. Immedi-

ately after his arrival he connected himself

with the Franklin Lyceum, to which most of

the literary young men of the place belonged,

and to which reference is made in the sketch

of Mr. J. H. Adams. He afterward also

joined the Wilmington Literary and Debating

Society, of which he was president for many
years. He delivered before it several lectures

and addresses before he came of age. Aug.

22, 1845, he commenced, in company with

William T. Jeandell, the publication of a news-

paper entitled The Blue Hen s Chicken, which,

from its originality, piquancy and life, at once

came into favor, and enjoyed an immense
popularity. In three months it had the largest

circulation of any paper in Wilmington. It

was the first to strike out from the staid, old-

ashioned way of journalizing, which, in the

country, consisted mainly of making extracts

from the metropolitan newspapers; and being

devoted to matters nearer home, was much
more interesting to the mass of readers. It

was at once held up as a model, and as such a

thousand copies were sent all over the

country. All the country newspapers of the

present day are conducted on the plan origin-

ated by The Blue Hen's Chicken. In the

second year Mr. Vincent became the sole pro-

prietor of this paper, and at once commenced,

through its columns, the advocacy of a scries
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of state and national reforms, many of which

he originated, and a large num.ber of which he

succeeded, by his ability and persistency, in

having adopted, in some instances aided by
others. Among them was the freeing of

the Wilmington bridge, the reduction of the

hours of labor to ten a day, the exemption of

necessary household goods from seizure for

debt, and the abolishing of lotteries, whip-

ping of white women, imprisonment of non-

resident debtors, and of public executions.

Also, largely through the influence of his

articles on the subject, the railroad from Wil-

mington to Reading was built, the Delaware

railroad was run through the State to Wil-

mington, the branch was built from Milford

to Lewes, the General Incorporation act was

passed, the road to Delaware river is now in

process of construction, and nearly every

other measure he proposed is still agitated

and receives the support of a large body of

citizens. He was a strongopponent to slavery

and an earnest friend to the colored people;

in denouncing and making known their

wrongs he made his influence strongly felt,

and was twice brought into personal conflict.

In 1850, Judge Eggleston, of Maryland, de-

clared from the bench that any one taking his

paper from the Post Office was liable to im-

prisonment. He was in advance of his day,

and urged all the common-sense reforms—too

great a number to be here recapitulated—that

at the present time seem as necessary as light

and air. He sold his paper in 1854, receiving

for it fifty per cent, more than any paper in

the State before. He assisted in the organiza-

tion of the Republican party in the State and

has been prominent in its counsels ever since.

He predicted the exact results of the war—the

freeing and enfranchising of the colored peo

pie. In 1861 he purchased The Commonwealth,

a newspaper, and changed its name to The

Blue Hen s Chicken. One of its first uses was

to urge the fortification of the Delaware—and

the Breakwater, which being also taken up by

other papers, was accomplished. He sold the

paper two years later. In Sep., 1864, he was

elected Alderman of the city, and was re-

elected five successive times. In 1870 he

published his first volume of the History of

Delaware. In 1873 he called public attention

to the great loss of life by shipwreck on our

coast, the result of his persistent efforts being

the establishment of life-saving stations all

along the sea line of Delaware, Maryland and
Virginia. In the fall of the same year he was
elected City Treasurer, and was re-elected

three times; the last time he ran ahead of his

ticket 700 votes. The life of Mr. Vincent is

its own eulogy. Not the half has been told,

but it is sufficient to entitle him to the love and

gratitude of every resident of the State and in

many cases the blessing of his labors extend

far beyond its limits

fvS ILSON, JOHN THOMAS, Farmer, on

“ T i »
"The Levels,” near Middletown, was

born, April 17, 1841, on the farm
“ Mayfield,” which is still, and has

always been, his home. A sketch of

his father, William Wilson, has been given.

The maiden name of his mother was Rachel

Naudain. He attended the schools of his lo-

cality till he was fifteen when he was sent to

the Academy at New London, Pa. under the

direction of Professor Edward D. Porter, after-

wards of Delaware College, and now of Min-

nesota University. He pursued at that insti-

tution a classical and mathematical course,

remaining two years. Leaving school in 1859,

he returned to his home, where soon, in atten-

tion to the large business of his father’s estate,

he gave evidence of the ability which has

since distinguished him. In less than a year

the charge of this large property passed into

his hands On the death of his father, in 1879,

he was appointed administrator of the estate,

both in Delaware and in Maryland. He has

taken out letters in both States. The estate is

described in the sketch of his father, William

Wilson, consisting of about thirt} -five hundred

acres of finely improved and valuable land. The
“Brick Store” farm descended to Wm. N. and

John T. Wilson, through their mother, having

been in the possession of her family since the

original patents were given them by William

Penn. The estate has forty thousand peach

trees in bearing. Mr. Wilson tills all these

trees with the exception of a part covering

forty acres. He has an orchard-master for

each orchard, a culling seperintendent and a

shipper. The largest crop of peaches gathered

from his trees was in 1875, when about 8o,oco

baskets were grown, but not all of them were

shipped. Mr. W'ilson is quite a sportsman,

and heartily enjoys a dHy in the fields and
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forests His out door habits from childhood, I

w re favorable to health and vig’or, and a fine

li!iyi>ical deveiopment. He is large and'

athletic, and of a jovial and happy tempera-
j

ment. He is a natural musician, and plays
|

well on several instruments. Formerly lie was
|

the leader of the Diamond State Band of

Middletown. He is a gentleman of culture,
j

large business capacity and experience, and
highly popular with all classes.

,ar^°IEFEN^DORF, JOHN WILLIAM^
^^'"holesale and Retail Clothier and

.Merchant Tailor, Wilmington, was

^-0 born, April 26, 1S47, in the town of

Cherry Valley, now Roseboom, Otsego

county, N. Y.; the second son of William and

Mary Ann (Echerson) Diefendorf. fdis father,

now sixty-two years of age, is a prosperous

farmer, and has been, for many years, a lead-

ing member in the M. E. church. He is a son

of Rev William Diefendorf, of the Black River

Conference, now merged in the Troy Confer-

ence
I

but in uis eariy life bclunged to the

Dutch Reformed Church. He had two brothers

—Jonas and Benjamin-—and si.x nephews who
were Methodist ministers. The two brothers,

in their later years, became ministers in the

Lutheran church. Rev. William Diefendorf

m irried Catherine Failing, and the old home-
stead was near Sharon Springs, \k Y. He
died Sept. 19, 1838, at the age of fifty-three,

and his wife, in 1876, at the age of eighty-

seven. Five of their children are still living ;

William, Josiah, Ephraim, Sallie, wife of Rev.

George Parsons
;
and Lucy, wife of Edwin

Blackwell, of Le Grange, Lorain county, Ohio.

The father of Rev. William Diefendorf was

also a William Diefendorf, and he had fourteen

children, six sons and eight daugliters. His

five brothers and six sisters had also ver)'

large families, nine being the smallest number

in any of them, and one of tlie .‘^isters. a Mrs.

Zimmerman, having sixteen children Tlie

father of the last named William Diefendorf

was Hans-Yacob, or John Jacob Diefendorf,

who came to this country from Germany.

John W. Diefendorf worked on the farm and

attended the common schools during the win-

ter season until his fifteenth year, after which

he was a clerk for four years and a half He
then spent some months in Ohio, and return-

ing to New York, was, for two years, head sales-

1

1

man in dry goods and clothing stores at P'ort

Plains, becoming a partner in the last one in

5870. The following year the firm removed co

Canajoharie, and in 1874, Mr. Diefendorf sold

his interest to his partner, for whom he was,

for the next three years, bookkeeper and

buyer
;
was also buyer for other houses. In

1876 he w nt to Philadelphia, and spent three

months with John Wanamaker, to learn some
of the minor details of the business, after which

be became manager of the Boston Clothing

House, in Wdmington, and held the position,

with great success, till July, 1879, when he re-

signed it and opened the well-known Wilming-

ton Clothing House, at the corner of Market and

Fourth streets. There he has met with unpre-

cedented success. His sales have been large,

beyond his most sanguine e.xpectations, and

his house is popular with the best and most

desirable classes of customers. Mr. Diefendorf

is a careful and reliable business man, and

higldy regarded by all who know him. In

politics he is a Republican. Having united

with tile ivl. E. church at the age of Lv. cuty-

one, he is now a member of Grace Church,

where he is class-leader, a steward and assist-

ant superintendent of the Sabbath school. He
is a member of the Eureka Lodge, No. 23, F.

A. M. He was married, in Sept. 1870, to Mrs.

Emma, widow of Harvey Ward, and daughter

of Solomon and Harriet L. Kellar, of Fort

Plains, N. Y. They have two children ; Dorr

F. and Homer J. Diefendorf.

#J^OUSTON, DAVID HENRY, M. D.,

E.x-Surgeon-in-chief of the First Divi-

sion, Second Corps, of the Army of the

Potomac, was born in Concord, Sussex

county, June 23, 1819. His parents were

and Elizabeth (Wiltbank) Houston,

account of the family is given in the

sketch of his brother. Judge John W. Hous-
ton, He received a good English education

at Washington Academy, Princess Anne Co.,

Md., and at the celebrated Quaker school of

Samuel Smith in Wilmington, where he re-

mained till he was twenty. In 1839 he com-
menced the study of medicine with his

brother-in-law. Dr. Samuel K. Wilson of

Lewes, in the same house where Dr. Houston
now resides. This house known as “Gover-
nors Hall,” was built by Col. David Hall of

Revolutionary fame. Dr. Wilson dying in
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1840, the late Dr. Henry P". Hall, of Lewes,

became his preceptor. He graduated in 1S42

from the Jefferson Medical College and

practiced his profession, with great suc-

cess, in Lewes, till 1S56, when he removed to

his farm near the town, and as far as possible,

relinquished his practice. In Sept
,
iS6[, he en-

tered the army as surgeon of the Second Regi-

ment of Delaware Volunteers, and was in its

encampments on the Eastern Shores of Mary-

land and Virginia, till May. 1862, when his

Regiment joined the army of the Potomac in

front of Richmond, on the Chickahominy, just

after the battle of Fair Oaks, where it was at-

tached ta the Second Brigade of the P'irst Di-

vision of the Second Army Corps. He served

with it through the seven days’ battle which

soon followed,terminating with that of Malvern

Hill. After the battle of Antietam he became

Brigade Surgeon, filling that position till after

the battle of Chancellorville in 1863, and in the

following fall was appointed Surgeon in-chief

of the First Division of tl e second corps, and

served as such, on the staff of General Han-

cock, then in command of the Division, in the

battle of Fredericksburgh the next December,

and in the battle of Gettysburg the follow-

ing July. He continued as Surgeon-in-chief

of that division on the staff of General f rands

Barlow through all the battles in which it

was engaged during the campaign of 1864,

until the army set down in the rear of Peters-

burg in July of that year. His regiment had

now become very much reduced, and as their

three years of enlistment had expired and

there were not enough veterans to re-form an-

other, they were not re-enlisted and he retired

from the army. Soon after his return home,

however, a special regulation was adopted

to meet such cases,and he was offered the same

position without a regiment, but declined it,

being fully satisfied that the war was near its

close. In May, 1878, Dr. Houston was ap-

pointed Treasurer of the Junction and Break-

water, the Breakwater and P'rankford, and the

Worcester railroad companies, which position

he still occupies. In politics he is a Republi-

can, and was one of the few men, in his lo-

cality, who cast their votes for Mr Lincoln in

i860. In 1874 and again in 1876, he was the

nominee for the Legislature, but the ticket

was defeated. He is a member of the Presby-

terian church at Lewes, and in 1875, was ap-

I
pointed an elder and trustee. He was mar-
ried in 1S42, to .Miss Hannah Bell, of Lewes,
who died in 1850. He was again married, in

! 1856, to .Miss Comfort Tunnell Hitcliens, also

of Lewes. Their surviving children are John
Selby and Robert Griffith Houston. Their

only daughter, Elizabeth, died at the age of

five years. Conscientious in the performance

of his duties a faithful friend and useful citi-

zen, Dr. Houston is highly esteemed by all

who know him.

ARLISLE, PARIS TOWNSEND, Cap-
^ italist.P'redvrica.was born in that town,

Dec 15, 1834, the only child of Paris

T. and Rachel (LulT) Carlisle. His

S father was in early life a merchant at

Fork Landing and Frederica,and was remarka-

bly successful. Commencing life with only

$1000, he retired with a fortune at the earl}^

age ot thir.y years. He was a self-made man,

of e.xcellent, upright, Christian character.

Born in Bridgeville, Jan 4, 1802, his parents

removed, in his boyhood, to a farm near Fred-

erica, where he grew to manhood. He was well

educated and had a superior mind, and was the

legal adviser of the town and the surrounding

country
;
preparing most of the legal docu-

ments. He died, Dec. 9, 1871. Plis father,

John Carlisle, who married Margaret Griffith,

was a leading farmer and local preacher. He
had four children

;
John, Paris T., Dr. Samuel

Griffith, and Sallie, who married Joel Carlisle,

not a relative. Rachel (Luff) Carlisle, born

April 22, 1793, was the daughter of Nathaniel

and Sarah (Powell) Luff Her father was the

third son of Nathaniel and Ann Luff The
family has been prominent in the history of

Kent. Mrs Carlisle had previously been mar-

ried twice, first to Dr. George Barrett, by

whom she had two children, both of whom
died unmarried

;
secondly to Jacob Boone, and

married Paris T. Carlisle, July 4. 1833. She

died, August 18, 1867. Paris T. Carlisle, Jr.,

received his early education in Frederica and

Newark, and entering De'aware college at

sixteen, graduated A. B. in 1853. In 1856,

under the firm name of Carlisle & Son, he

joined his father in general mercantile business,

embracing lumber and building material. Their

lumber yard occupied all the upper part of the

town, and the same space Mr Carlisle has

since covered with dwellings. P'rederica was
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at that time a commercial and shipping centre

ol importance and they were very successful.

At the beginning of the war they retired, but

in 1865 Mr. Carlisle resumed business alone.

In 1872 he took into partnership James Moxon,
a young man whom he had brought up. They
sold out in 1875 Mr. Carlisle has since

given his time to the care of his estate. He
owns in that vicinity, eight farms of valuable

land, aggregating 2,500 acres, chiefly devoted
to cereals, and also much town property. The
family were Whigs and devoted to the Union.

He was nominated for the Senate, in 1874, by
the Republicans, and ran ahead of his ticket,

but the party were unable to carry the elec-

tion. Uniting with the M. E. Church in 1871

he was for seven years superintendent of the

Sabbath school, and has been steward. He
was married, Feb., 9, 1858, to Miss Jennie A.,

daughter of John and Phoebe B. (Bessoick)

Smith. Five of their ten children are living
;

Linda, wife of Rev. Edward L. Hubbard of

the Wilmington Conference
;

Paris T., Jr. ;

Rachel
;
Mary Blanche and Lester Luff.

^ HAKESPEARE,WM. McINTIRE,Sr.*
late of Dover, born, Jan. lO, 1819, near

Christiana, was the eldest son of Ben-

jamin Shakespear, of White Clay Creek

hundred, and Mary, his wife, daughter

of William Mclntire, of the same place. The
last named was the eldest son and heir of Al-

I

Samuel Shakespeare, of Coventry, Eng., (born

I
173 L died 1793,) who, with his family and his

; three brothers, David, Thomas, and Stephen,
came to Philadelphia about 1769, they being

;

Baptist dissenters. Samuel afterwards re-

moved to Delaware. Plaving been so short a

I
time in the country at the outbreak of the

;

Revolution, these brothers remained loyalists,

I

and David and Stephen went to New York,
from whence, in 1783, they went to Nova

j

Scotia, where they received grants of land.

I

David afterwards removed to Delaware, where

,

he died in 1800, without issue, leaving a large

estate In the different lines of his descent,

William Mclntire Shakespeare inherited also

the blood of Huguenots and of Scotch

covenanters. He received a common English

education which was completed at the Newark
academy, after which he spent several years

in Philadelphia. He studied medicine for a

few months, but not finding it to his taste, pur-

chased, with his father’s assistance, a farm, a

flour mill and saw mill, in the vicinity of New-
ark, and couiiucaccd the occupation of his life,

w'hich was that of a timber merchant. Here
his talent for business and the irrepressible

activity and energy of his nature soon laid the

foundation of success. Obliged, in a few years,

to seek a wider field and more abundant ma-
terials, he removed, in the spring of 1854, with

his family, to Dover, having purchased the

Dover Mills, one of the most extensive water

exander McAntier, a large landed proprietor.

Benjamin Shakespear was the youngest son of

American Linkage —
Pierre Cresson^ Huguenot e.xile, b. on family e.^tates. Cresson Manor, near

Abbeville, Picardy, 1609. fled to Holland 1640 and entered service of Prince

of Orange, c^me to America 1657. first magistrate of Harlem, 1660, memb.
of D. Reformed ch: his wife Racket Coos^ joins in his will 1673. Besides 5

others they had issue Jacques Cresson, land holder and militarv officer of

Harlem i66o, wiio ra. 1663 Marie Renard, of Huguenot parentage, whose
will was proved 1710 at Philadelphia. Besides 7 others they had issue Solo-

mon Cresson, last of Philadelphia, whose descendants still reside there, and
Rachel Cresson, b. at N. Y. 1682; m. at Philadelphia 1705 Henry Sluyter,

of B )hemia M.inor, Md., 1698, son of Hendrick Joluy ter of VVesel, Germany
who was educated at Leyden for the ch. and was a bro. of Dr. Petrus Sluy-

ter, the Labadist BUhop and Missionary. Henry's sister Elizabeth was the

1st wife of his partner, Samuel Bayard of the Manor, by whom she left i^>sue.

Henry d. 1722 leaving i-.sue by Rachel Cre.sson two child, of whom one was
Elizabeth SJuyter, to whom and her child, was left by will, 1746, of her uncle

Solomon Cresson estate of lands and mills on Red Cl Creek, Del. She m.

1729 Isaac Mersey, b. ante 1700 of Huguenot ancestors who fled to Germany
from province of Alaine in France where the chiefs of this family had been

Seigneurs de Herce for centuries. Isaac purchased lands and mills, west of

Christiana, in Del. where he settled 1720 and d. ante 1768. His wile Eliza-

beth d. 1772 of Mill Cr. Hund., leaving i-^sue besides two others, Solomon
Hersey, and Lsaac Hersey. The latter of Mill Cr. Hundred, m. 1774 Jane,

wid. of Alex. McAntier and was by her the father of the late Father John
Hersey, the renowned Methodist NIissionary' and Preacher. The home of i

Isaac was one of the ist in Del, opened to Methodist ministers. Bishop
|

Asbury often sojourning there. Solomon Hersey, b. 1730; m ante 1752
Elizabeth, was then of Miil Cr. Hand. Purchased 1754 Labadie .Mills, on

Bohemia Manor, from uncle Benj. Sluyter, and 1755 rec. lands adj. St. Au-
gustine ch. of his gr. mother Rachel, nee Cresson. In his house 1771 the ist

Meth. Soc. on Ea^»tcrn Shore was founded. He afterwards returned to Mill

Cr. Hund. where he d.1801, ha^•ing had issue besides others, Sarah,\i. 17^3,

who 1791 m. 2d lyilliam Mclntire of VVhite Clay Cr. Hund., Del., b. 1762,

oldest son and heir of Ale.xander McAntier of same, by Jane, dr. of Adam
Barr of same place. Alexander, b. 171: was oldest son and chief heir of

Satnuel Me an Teer, a Presbyterian, who with family immigrated to Del.

from north of Ireland having purchased estate in White CL Cr. Hund. 1742.

powers in Delaware. Here with greatly in-

creased facilities he soon became one of the

largest ship timber manufacturers of the At-

His wife Mary joined in will 1748. He w’asof a Highland Scotch family for-

merly seated at Glencoe. ^Viliiam Mclntire who, under influence of his
step-father Isaac Hersey, early become a Methodist, was a local preacher,
and the founder of old S.ilem Church. Bishop Asbury was often his guest,
William d. 1834, leaving issue, besides a son who d. s. p. and a dr. who left

issue, a dr. Mary b. 1799. and now res. of Wilmington. She m. 1817 Ben-
jamin Shakesjear oi White Cl. Cr. Hund., who was b. 1788, the youngest
son of Samuel Shakespeare, formerly of Coventry, Eng., b. 1731, m. 1765
Siisa 7ina, b. 1746, dr of IViltiain Mister, oldest son of IViltiam Mister,
gent, of Coventry, of whom she was co-heir in 1759. Samuel wnth three
Bros, came to Amer. 1769, and finally settled in Wh. Cl. Cr Hund., Del.,
where he d. 1793, and was bur. at Iron Hill Bapt. Ch. Benj. Shakespear d.

1854, and was bur. at Salem Ch , which adjoined his lands. He left is.sue:

Wm. .Mcf. Shakespeare, Sr.; Benj. Asbury now d. s. p ; Stephen now Prof,
in Litton Springs College, Cal.; Charles Parker, of Nevada, of which Stale
he has several times been a legislator; Rebecca, who m. 1849 Alex. Barr
Crawford now dec. of Glasgow, Del., and by him has issue now living, Rev.
John Crawford of New Jersey M E. Conference, Anna Ida, and Alexander
Barr; Elizabeth, now of Wilmington. l^iUiam Mclntire Shakespeare, Sr.,
formerly of Pencader Hund, last of Dover, b. 1S19, m. 1843, Catharine, dr.

of Edward Hainan, of Wh, Cl. Cr, HimJ., b. 1788 and d. 1846, son of
Catharine Katz of N J. by William Hainan, b. in Eng. circ. 1737, came to

Amer. circ. 1774, and 1st settled in Lower Penn’s Neck, Salem county, N.

J ,
afterwards removed to Del. Ed. Human m. 1819 Rebecca, b. 1798, dr.

of James Smilh, of New Castle Hand, b, 1771, d. 1836, of Insh Presbyte-
n.an ancestry, m. xst 1792 Rebecca Morton, descended from early Swedish
settlers upon Del. W'm. M. Shakespeare, Sr. d i83i, leaving surviving him
his wife and the following is«ue:— ist Edward Oram Shakespeare, M. D., of
Philu ; 2d Benj. Franklin Shakespea*e, now of Chester, Pa, who m. Emnui
Laws a dr. of James l^aws and Priscilla (Styles) Hcvchn of Dover.arnJ has
issue a dr. Kate Hainan, and a son Franklin Heverin

:
3d James Hnman

Shakespeare, lawyer, of Phila., who m Ann dr. of said Heverin; 4th William
Mcintire Sh.ikespearc, Jr , ol Dover, who m Eliza Walker, another dr. o!

said Heverin; 5th George Oscar Shakespeare, now ot Wilmington; 6ih Louis
Shakespeare, now of Wilmingtou.
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lantic seaboard. During the late rebellion he

manufactured millions of feet of white oak

for the navy yards of the Atlantic, and for the

dock yards of the most important ship

builders in America. A paralysis of the

shipping interest, however, followed the war,

causing the financial ruin of many shipbuilders

some of whom owed him large sums. This,

together with the decline in real estate, in

which he was largely interested, so under-

mined his resources that, in a year, his for-

tune was swept away. As brave, as kind, as

energetic as ever, the serenity of his spirit un-

disturbed he started again in the race, and

the advantages of his extensive business oper-

ations were reaped, not by himself alone, but

also by the community. His politics were

those of a Jeffersonian Democrat and he could

ably defend his political sentiments when oc-

casion demanded. From 1S73 to [877, he rep-

resented his county in the State Senate, where

he was conspicuous for zealous attention to

the interests of his constituents and to the

welfare of the State. Upon the organization

of the Legislature for the last session of his

term, although not a candidate, he received

the votes of nearly half of his colleagues for

the office of President of the Senate. During

both sessions he was chairman of the Commit-

tee on Corporations. Pie was a trustee of

Dickinson college, and of the Wilmington

Conference Academy at Dover. Mr. Shakes-

peare united in early life with Old Salem (Meth-

odist) church, in White Clay Creek hundred,

which his maternal grandfather, William Mc-

Intire mainly founded in 1807. He transferred

his membership to the M. E. church at Dover,

on removing to that town, and at once be-

came one of its chief supports. He was early

elected one of the stewards of the church, and

for a number of years was president of its

Board of Trustees. He married, in 1843,

Catherine, eldest daughter of Edward and Re-

becca (Smith) Haman, of White Clay Creek

hundred, and had the following children
;
Dr.

Edward O. Shakespeare, of Philadelphia; Ben-

jamin Franklin Shakespeare, of Chester, Pa.,

born Feb. 19, 1848, married Nov. 30, 1870,

Emma Laws Heverin, and has two children
;

James Haman Shakespeare, attorney-at-law,

Philadelphia
;
William Meintire Shakespeare,

of Dover, born, Aug. 15, 1852, married June 3.

1874, Eliza Walker Heverin, the wives of

62

these three sons being the daughters of James
L. and Priscilla (Stjtes) Heverin, of Dover.

The remaining children are George Oscar,

born Oct. 6, 1856; Louis, now of Wilmington,

born Dec. 8, 1858, and Victor Arden P'itzwil-

liam, born Oct. 2,1865, and died Nov. 2, 1869.

William i\I. Shakespeare, Sr., was tall, erect

and Well proportioned, having a large, power-

ful frame
;

kindness and decision were his

most prominent traits, and his quiet, gentle

disposition, and Christian character gained him
general esteem. He died May i, 1881, and it

was felt and expressed that, in him, the state

had lost one of its most valued and honored

citizens.

DAMS.WILLIAM BACON. Merchant,

Wilmington, was born in Philadelphia,

21, 1841, the youngest child of

John and Eleanor (King) Adams. John

qjL Adams who was born in i8co, and was

a painter by trade, died in 1842 before this son

was a year old. The widow thus left without

means, succeeded by her orvn brave efierts in

raising her little family of seven children, care-

fully and in respectability. Mr. Adams had

but limited educational advantages, attending

the old public school at Twelfth and Wistar

streets, and a pay school for a few months, but

before his ninth birthday his school days closed

and he was put at service as an errand-boy to

assist in the common support. At the age of

sixteen he became an apprentice to learn the

business of manufacturing trunks, at which he

continued till i860, when he came, as a clerk,

to Whlmington. In 1862 he enlisted as a pri-

vate in the first Delaware Battery under the

command of Captain Benjamin Nields, serving

bravely and faithfully the cause of his country

on the field of honor for three years. Receiving

an honorable discharge at the end of his term

of service, he again took up his residence in

Wilmington, and in i866 entered into a part-

nership with his brother, Joseph K. Adams, in

the dry goods and notion business, in which

they have been very prosperous, have built

up a large trade and theirs has become one of

the most substantial houses in the city. A
more particular account of their business will

be found in the Industrial department of this

work. In politics Mr. Adams is an enthusias-

tic Republican. He is a member and trustee of

the Second Baptist church of that city
;

a



.P 1*

•«.’ N
•>mi!no »i?Jrfa"«‘l> !»l»anM »/io« wiCj seirfj . sH notHjdoi Mtl silj snhua IncodM ^bnd

:::o ;';:,r:: ^ )»

r , f an«ii»,w)i diir »,U ,<d J,...« .silntlla »<ino .bii.v vYjin 5i)» lol,n„ s,^l,/nowon

.vcVl bith hnr. ,idgi,c .jsO Miod ./nsil

.IfjtJ ..iH /^ua4 Jt 3piKrir. .14 mfilliW
-r>woq £ gnivtri .ba/ioiiiotjoiQ Ifav/ bns
?iH iioIfci;>3b boa M^>nbnj><

; -ims-jl li/i

^Jy/op girl hnn J-Tj .ij tns>nimoiq 1f.om
mtf( b^nisg (tfiiJ?iid3 bns ,noiji.»oq«ib
jl bfia ,i8b) ,j haib .(nsjjJaa fjiTsna'jj

6 U‘.i?. yi!j .miii nt ,3jsdi bnc Jls»l at.yt

*>3ioi7bi> bn« baulav gji lo 3iso i^ol betl

- .eftosijio

A ^.eojjomA. ni «iabliw<l
,i£VT* oHl bv/foliol .i3V 3Woii ;;ja}qqirft

"ifism }o nlai ix.i 3oaod ysti ynhuso
.sidT .tfutjji mid bswo modv/- to snioa
oi (*i»T 01 anibsb adj dii)» Tarijagol
-tab.Tii vlagid eaw ad dairfw
10) .Ts<n( B ni ,jBrfj gaaiuowT baoltn

f !

,5nc/*3i^IA M0DA3 MAtJJ(W.g?4Ad
.eidqi^Sfilid^ ftj niod g«,v .noi;gcamliV/

yj bliHa jf5^(juo’{ silJ ,i£ .voX
Hfiai .em^, bn^

bfts ,cc3i ni er.w^odyf gfnabA
«iil* ^ihhd Sf fii ni baib .abisl^ vd lajnicq n

ii/ojlsiw ftal fatdt wooiv/ adT. ^blo-iuaY £ !»£V/

a« tbiibl «£ .avBid «A .yawB jqawn.gBwanai^

r.vvo fd bAb:»>jjui: »iij noqU .3j*^d lo aialbw tl

avaglq^Iime) sljjil Ttarl ^rrtaifii aid i»£| orfj
^

ni.sj'.oD

-a ;f.r> .Txaiblida ttava?

b»d imr.bA. .iM .vji/idsJaaqayi ni bna •<»«)
joibn'^jjB fgsjE-Jnsvbfi binoiJsouba IiaJimil jud
TfijftiW bna dJiIaviT jb {oorfaa aiidoq bio arij

JucI .sdlnom v/d b loorfjgyBq s bri6

bs'-ol j g.'jvf) loc fbgijiflynhrftiid dJaitt aid aiobd
oi vod-brJATiri ii£ ?,t yvivioidB Ju(f tirr/r oH boft

sdJ j/j. .i'Joqqu£ oommoj aHl rji ^ei;?ac

ads inr.Td of aoiJfjaitjqj; ns amcaad k1 rtaajxig
3d fiyUi^f^ j£ )6, saanigwd
,jiiala £ <£ ,amB3 arJ naii tf ,od&i Hit ijounlino3
-i?q K R6 b-jjg'ftna od cc>?i nl noij^majftV/ or
a.-lj ^*bfl^; amwsbd Jt-id adi nl aiav

.EulaiW ntfoainr?! ni£3cj£D)o bnammoa
yi3 not' a 8tri lo >g<i£a-®di xflu)/i3u) bnr. xbvsid
^nivi3j3il .jnB'jx io) loood lo Mail sif j no
fmaimti )<> brra 3iti U agiridaglb alduioitod ns
ni aanobfffai aid qo >!qo.i niBS£''gTb»3omag )©
-Ji«q B oJ^i b’Jiafna bd8» ni bru; .noi^mmliV/
oi .gmabA. .:^ /IqasoX .ladioid aid d2iw qirfaian
riaid’w fsi .eeaxnaud ftojjoft bos alwjg ^ib "P/lJ

Jliwd avad .auotsqBoiq ^lav naod av£d. ^adl
)o aoc amoaod 2Bd artadl bn« »fa*ij ajiBl £ qyA ,x>H aril ni aaauod Uiiiiciadu* l«om adl
lliw eaaniaod rbdl iolauoo^iA uhsitigq jncirt
aid! to insmliBqab ifibiaubnl adj ni bouol ad;
•Mhuriina ttJi ai aoifbA .iM aaliiloq nl . 5ix»w
)o oaJauii bo* ladmam « ai aH .n«airdixqdjR oii

*
;

,3*dl Uj dawda, ^<uJq«€[ bnooaS t»dj

-nn Jhiqa aid )o xlifraiae adl ,i9va a* ?ii9|^an»
bos ,a'./*i arli ni ntegt baitsJa ad badnileih
-laqoawniaod avia naixa aid )o zaaujnfivb/i adJ
Jud .anole Tl-aami-d yd Jon .baqsar aiaw anoiJc
aiam «;»(jiJf^ giH .ylinwmraoa adj yd o«I«
biMoa ad boa Jaiaomaa nfiinoaiifta^^ b )© oaodJ
-:>o itadw ttm/rrisnas hohilo/j aid bnalab yfd*
-<j9i od o3 moi^ .babfiGfdi^ fioiaca
avjriw aj»;a‘adj ni yjanoa-ald baJnatat
oJ noiiiitaJiB utioJ/sas lo) auouaiqsnoq a*7/ ad
adl &} ioc Biaausbmoo aid )o ^ 3 ?.ara^jfl^-,adJ

aiuJsbiaaJ odl lo ^baviassT ad .jMnbibereo £-.ioti d^uoitfl* ,miaj
10) ea^«airo3 aid lolUdyhcan )o aalbv adJ
'^nhuU ' rbjfioaa sdilo InabiBaiflo 33% adJ
* JimmcD'firfj Ityifirtnifido asw ad anoieaat dJod
)0 i*4 BA.ijPf oH .aobiJsioqTO^ 'noi aaj
noJ^nimtiW sdj "j© ^bn* .ajalloo noanidaiCl
-eadsda ..ri4 yii’SvqG ja ymababA aanaisliK)^
•HjaM) oiak?;M6 dji'w a)i( ylteani ba}inij,a-»sa<i
vbadJivud dt*^iD;r^jSifD aJidW ol ,dyiodD..(3fil)d--
-aK rtifiUfiW'’'{ «?^i3^bnBi3 (fimatfim aid daidw'"
baiiplKpiTiJ p,H; 4^081 ni babnuol viniani.aTiinl
,i3vr>G is riorafft) 3 .M ids os qid<iTadni9fK| aid "Bj

*ad aano i£ bn* mwoi Jadj oJ ^^nivomaT no
yhsa ftir/x ?H %Jioqqn« lairfa all lo ano amaa
one , ifaii'dp »tfi lo abifiwala ads lo ano bajoolji „
«3 i lo Jnablaa-wj *avr a-Mjay lo ladmon * lol.

,C*«i ni\bamem aH .eMlaui^ lo biBoH
•aM bm bi*v»b3 lo rajif^uai) Jaabli ,aninadJ*0
jiaaiD y*IO oJtdW lo .ncm*H (dlin>2> /aaod
•rO 1 naiblidb gniwolJol aril b*d bn* .baibnod
-naS ;iddq/ab£l}dl lo,aiutaqaadflri2,p biawbat .

»-*‘J iiaJaad'J lo ,aiBaq;!adfid2 niJ>tit*iH m'xn*i. ,i

,oySi .0£ .voX faaht*m .8^1 ,qt .dat moo
^

: naibifi^ owj aad bo* .nhavaH ew*J entraa
.y/£i'Ji^t^iOJl4K .ai«aqaa>l£ti2 nameH aams][
,3i£oqaaiUd2 ariinbM m*iifiV/

^ tidqlvbfilid^

.j anut bohism.saSi ,ji -SoA ,n’iqd ,iavo0 lo
>0 eavi>»w.adi ,nmvaH wdUW Jjall3

aj *d



490 HISTORY OF DELAWARE,

member of the Independent order of Odd
Fellows

; of the Knights of Pythias
;
and of

the Grand Army of the Republic. He was
married in 1S77 to Miss Sallie P

, daughter of

Henry D, Bains, Esq., of Philadelphia. They
have one child

;
Caroline B. Adams.

^f^RIPPEN, WILLIAM MADDOCR, late

Philadelphia, was born in that city

Dec. i8, 1852 ;
the eldest child of Ed-

ward J., and Mary (Maddock) Crippen.

jij^The means of his parents enabled him

to enjoy every advantage which the city

afforded, and he grew up the joy of the home
circle, and watched with affectionate and

admiring interest by others. His taste in-

clining him to commercial life, he early

familiarized himself with all the details of his

father's business, and also spent three years

in the employ of Thomas Roberts & Com-
pany, wholesale grocers. Having thus ac-

quired an ample experience, he was, on the

withdrawal of his uncle, John B. Maddock,
from the firm of Crippen & Maddock, admitted

in his place, and the firm assumed the name
of E. J. Crippen & Company, which it still re-

tains. Always mature, careful and conscien-

tious, he here developed rapidly into the en-

terprising, intelligent, thorough man of busi-

ness, bidding fair to add new commercial

honors to the name, which his esteemed father

had made so prominent. He soon acquired an

enviable reputation among the merchants of

Philadefphia, taking a well defined position in

the business world, and all his prospects most

flattering. He united with rare mercantile ca-

pacity, a delightful courtesy and winning

grace, that instantly impressed in his favor all

with whom he came in contact. In the Ma-

sonic Fraternity he stood high, having con-

nected himself with the Corinthian Lodge,

No. 368, F. and A. M., Corinthian H. R. A
Chapter, No. 250; and St. Albans Com-
mandery, Knight Templars, No. 47, each of

which attended his funeral in a body, and paid

most fitting honors to his memory. He left a

young widow to mourn his loss, having been

married in April, 1875, to Miss Elizabeth,

daughter of John M. Evans, carpet merchant

of Philadelphia. His final sickness was brief,

and his untimely death. May 28, 1882, came

witli sudden and crushing force on his family

and friends. Throughout the business and

I

social circles of the city, the intelligence was
j
received with deep and sincere regret

;
many

I

notices of his brief but most full and noble

I

life, were given b\’ the press of the city, and,

j

perhaps, never has the funeral of so young a

I

person been so largely attended. In the re-

I
spect paid to him in death, in the heartfelt

sympathy called forth from even the most
casual acquaintance, and in the beautiful

memory he left behind him, his friends have
all that earth can afford to soften the bitter-

ness of their bereavement.

^
ALPiS, HON. JOHN, Lawyer of Wil-

r r ,Conn., July 31,

mington and U. S. Senator from Del-

aware, was born at New Haven,

1783. He was de-

scended from Nathaniel Wales who
landed in Boston, 1635, whose great grandson.

Rev. John Wales, graduated at Harvard 1728,

married a lady by the name of Leonard, great

grand daughter of James Leonard who was
the first iron manufacturer on the continent of

America, at Raynham, Mass. His son. Rev.
Samuel Wales, D.D., professor in the Theological

school at New Haven, was father of the subject

of this sketch. His mother, Catharine (Miles')

Wales, was a good and wise woman to whose
care he was early left by the death of his

father, and until the end of his long life the

son omitted no fitting opportunity of praising

her virtues and honoring her memory. He
was a graduate of Yale, of the class of i8or,

and pursued his legal studies with his brother-

in-law, Seth P. Staples. With numerous let-

ters of introduction he left home. The late

Chas. Chauncey, of Philadelphia, advised him to

settle in that city, but he finally accepted the

invitation of James M. Broom, and formed a

law partnership with that gentleman in Wil-

mington, and in [815, was, on motion of Nicho-

las Van Dyke, enrolled a member of the Del-

aware bar. This firm continued until 1819.

when Mr. Broom removed to Philadelphia. Mr.

Wales had by this time established an indepen-

dent reputation and position which, for thirty

years, rendered him familiar to the people and

Courts of the State, and the earlier Delaware

Reports show how large was his practice.

His chancery business was very large, and his

natural and acquired abilities, fitted him for

laborious professional duties. A gentleman of

quick sensibilities and large smypathy, he
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made his client’s case his own, and relaxed

no effort till his cause was gained or success

became hopeless. He is now remembered and
honored for his unbought professional ser-

vices in behalf of that class of beings who were
without personal and political rights,who need-
ed help in the dark days when slavery hunted
its victims. He met odium for this then

;
let his

memory have honor now, for never deserting the

helpless. Not favoring the system of slavery

he always opposed its extension. He took
great interest in the prosperity of his adopted
home, and was prompt to give assistance to all

plans for the moral or material improvement of

the city and State. He was one of the original

promoters of Delaware college
;
the President

of one of the oldest banks in Wilmington
;
a

director in the first Fire Insurance Co. of the

State
;
he bore a leading part in obtaining the

city charter of Wilmington, and also in the

earliest steps taken to get a railroad connec-

tion between Baltimore and Philadelphia via

Wilmington. He belonged to the Whig
school of politics, was an ardent admirer of

Webster, Clay, and other chiefs of that now
historic party, and took his full share on the

hustings when “stump speeches” were more
needed than now. lie was appointed Secre-

tary of State in 1845, ^.nd in 1849 was elected

by the State Legislature, to the United States

Senate,to fill the une.xpired term of Hon. J. M.

Clayton, who had become a member of Gen.

Taylor’s cabinet. In 1851 the Democratic

party obtained control, and James A. Bayard

succeeded him. His being selected to fill

this high position was a just tribute to his

abilities, and the highest mark of respect

for his character, as well as a recogni-

tion of services rendered his party. He

now virtually retired from the active prac-

. tice of the law, but was deeply interested in

the questions which grew more imperious and

absorbing, and which were hurrying the

nation into the vortex of civil war
;

and

though advancing years forbade his entering

on the labors of a political canvass, he took

care to have it known that he was hostile to

every form of secession. When the war was

upon us he shared the deepest anxiety of the

patriotic Unionist, and was in sympathy with

the policy and principles of the Republican

Party, nor did Providence permit his eyes to

close upon his country until the military suc-
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j

cesses of 1863 gave him assurances that his

1 hopes for the nation’s unity and success would

I

be secured in the struggle. Mr. Wales had an

j

attractive person, was of medium height, pos-

sessing an easy address and fine social quali-

ties. He was popular in the highest and best

sense with the public,and the idol of his home,
carrying into the evening shades of his life

an unclouded intellect, and died, giving evi-

dence of the faith of a Christian, and express-

ing his devout thankfulness to God for un-

numbered blessings. He died, Dec. 3, 1863. in

j

his eighty-first year. He married, June 12,

1820, Miss Ann, only daughter of Major Jno.

Patten, a granddaughter of Rev Jno. Miller,

of Kent county, a woman of superior qualities

of mind and heart, whose death occured Nov.

10, 1843. Two sons and three daughters sur-

vived their parents, viz : Leonard E., (see

sketch of Judge Wales.) Dr. John P., Mayor of

Wilmington
;
Catharine B., Matilda C., and

Josephine.

S
LAIR, CHARLES ALBERT, one of

the proprietors of the Milford Basket

Company, etc., was born in Lebanon,

Madison county, N. Y., Oct. 5, 1843.

(0 His father, Augustus G. Blair, was a

farmer, and with his wife, Olive (Hitchcock)

Blair, now resides in Johnsonsburg, Wyoming
county, N. Y., where they removed in ’1854.

Mr. Blair owns land near that town. They
had two other children, George A., a shirt

manufacturer in St. Louis, and a daughter,

Olive R., who died in 1869, at the age of six-

teen. John D. Blair, the lather of Augustus,

was a farmer, and removed to Madison county

from Massachusetts. He died in i 857 , at the

age of eighty-six. He married Achsah Lindsay,

who is still living in her eighty-ninth year.

The father of John D., was James Blair, also

a farmer, who moved from Massachusetts to

Mendon, N. Y., and lived to the great age of

104 years. The ancestors of the family on

both sides were among the early settlers of

New England, and were from Scotland and

England. Charles A. Blair graduated from

the Genesee and Wyoming Seminary, after

which he was a clerk and bookkeeper in John-

sonsburg and Buffalo. In 1869 he became book-

[

keeper for the old American Basket Company,

j

at New Britain, Conn, remaining till 1874,

1

when he came to Milford to take the general
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management of the Basket Factory at that
|

place, but in the following January he with-
;

drew from this position, and with Mr. Theron
j

H. Camp of New Britain, Conn., established
j

an industry of their own, an account of which
|

will be found in our Industrial Department.
I

OBthis business Mr. Blair has had the entire I

management, and has been remarkably sue-
I

cessful, making for himself an excellent repu-
'

tation as a business man and a citizen. In

March, 1879, he was elected Town Commis-
sioner in Milford. He joined the Free Masons
in 1865, and has passed the Master's chair. In

1872 he united v/ith the Congregational Church
in New Britain, and is now a member of the

j

Presbyterian Church in Milford. He was mar- ^

ried, in 1865, to Miss Ellen E. Woodford, o^^j

New Britain. They had one child; Orlando R.
j

Blair. In Dec., 1872, he had the misfortune
;

to lose his wife. In March, 1875, he married i

Miss Adelia, daughter of Imly Viets of New
j

Britain. They have three children
;
Cyrus I

Hart, Nevia Louisa, and Nellie Adelia.
1

i

INNER, JAMES M., Dentist of Wil-
|

mington, was born near Linden, Ly-

coming county, Pa., Sept, ii, 1848. His

father, James Winner, an orthodox

Quaker, was a descendant of the Car-
j

penter family, who, with the Winners, came

from England. He pursued the" business of I

farming and lumbering till 1870, when he re-
j

tired and settled in Williamsport, Pa. In his !

youth he also had a desire to prepare himself

for the profession of dentistry and was de-

terred from it only by the opposition of his
j

parents. He is a man of decided ability and
j

force of character, shrewd in business, and has
j

excellent judgment. He always had a pas-

sionate fondness for books and reading, and
j

was conversant with all cucrent events and

matters pertaining to affairs of state. In

early life, he, with his wife, Mary S. (Wheeler)

, Winner, became connected with the M. E.

church, of which they have always been con-

sistent members. He also served for many

years as steward and superintendent of the

Sunday School. His son, James S., was edu-

cated in the common schools, the labors

of the farm, however, interfering greatly with

his regular attendance. He, however, had

many thoughts of the future, early becoming

impressed with the idea that he could accom-
[

plish much in life, and began to lay his plans

accordingly. These once formed, he kept

steadily in view and followed them out with

great determination. He has been the architect

of his own fortunes, and is a truly self-made

man. After the family removed to Williams-

port he applied himself diligently to his books,

and entered the Williamsport Commercial Col-

lege, from which he graduated in 1872. In

1873 he commenced the study of dentistry, and
in 1876 graduated from the Philadelphia Col-

lege of Dental Surgery. He first practiced his

profession abont five months in Philadelphia,

and in August, 1876, entered into partnership

with Dr. E. Shelp, of Wilmington, with whom
he continued until January, 1879, when it was
dissolved by mutual consent. Dr. Winner,

then, at the solicitation of his Philadelphia

patrons, opened an office at 1402 North
Thirteenth street, in that city. Dr. Shelp, in

the meantime, had become dissatisfied and
desired to remove to Wilkesbarre, Pa., and

Dr. Winner, knowing that it was a good open-”

ing, bought his practice m VVilmington, to

which place he returned March 25, 1S74, still

giving two days in each week to his Philadel-

phia office. He was cordially received by his

many friends in Wilmington, and his practice

increased so rapidly that he was* soon com-
pelled to close his Philadelphia office. His

thorough knowledge of his profession, and his

superior skill, gained him a reputation that

brought him patients from all parts of the State,

and many of the most prominent families of

the city brought him their friends from other

states. His time being now much more than

occupied, he is ably assisted by his younger

brother, J. P. Winner, a graduate of the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania, and who has become
very proficient. Also, to accommodate his in-

creasing business, he purchased, in 1882, the

property of the late George N. Sparks, 605

King street, which he intends fitting up to

meet the demands of his large practice. Dr.

Winner was married October, 28, 1879, to Miss

Lizzie B. Keene, of Wilmington.

J-'^^cKAY, READ JENNINGS, M. D.,

Wilmington, was born in St. Louis,

Feb. 6, 1843. His father, Harrison

B. McKay, was a merchant. He was

born in Kentucky and died in 1849.

He married Sarah, daughter of Rev. Obadiah
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Jennings, a Presbyterian minister in Steuben-
|

ville Ohio, afterwards,and till his death, pastor

of the First Presbyterian church in Nashville,

Tenn. Mr. Jennings married, in Wilmington, i

Ann Wilson, who resided in the family of

Thomas Read, D. D., to whom she was related^ ^

Her birth place was Middletown in this State, i

The father of Mr. Jennings was also a clergy-

men of the same church, at Brandenberg, N. J. I

Dr. McKay was brought up by his father’s ;

relatives in Missouri, and graduated B. A..
|

from the Lincoln Academy in that State in
^

1861. In his nineteenth year he entered the
{

army and served four years in the ranks, in

the First Missouri Brigade, C. S. A. He was

in seventeen pitched battles, was four times

taken prisoner, and once escaped. October 4,

1862, he was shot through the left lung and

'laid up for six months, but was perfectly re-

stored. The war having closed he matricula- I

ted at the Bellevue Medical college, graduat-
|

ing M. D., in 1867. He practiced one year on
|

Staten Island, and afterwards in N. Y. city
1

till August, 1877. The catalogue of the above

college says :
“ McKay, Read Jennings, A. M.,

1867, New York city, 1872, attending surgeon

Bureau of Med. and Surg. Relief for out-door

poor, ’69 to ’71, and from 1872-77. Assistant

surgeon. New York Eye and Ear Infirmary

from 1869 to ’76. District Physician N. Wes-

tern Dispensary 1869-71. Assistant Demons-

trator of Anatomy, sessions of ’69 and ’70, and

’70 and ’71, and assistant to the chair of Oph-

thalmology, Bel. Hos. Med. Col. 1872 to 1877.’’

While engaged as above he had, in addition, a

considerable private practice. In 1871 and

1872 Dr. McKay was in London and Paris

pursuing his medical studies. He is now a

member of the American Ophthalmological

Society, the American Otological society, the

American Medical Association and the Dela-

ware State Medical Society. It was as an eye

and ear specialist that he established himself

in Wilmington in 1877, where he was soon re-

garded as authority, being the only oculist

and aurist in the State. He has the entire

confidence and esteem of the profession and to

him most of the difificult cases are referred by

general practitioners throughout the State.

His reputation however e.xtends far beyond its

limits, his patients not unfrequently coming

from a great distance. Indeed his knowledge,

skill and success place him among the first

oculists and aurists of the country. He was

married in 1873. He is a gentleman of stand-

ing in the community, and is a member and

trustee of the First Presbyterian church of

Wilmington.

.-\LES, LEONARD EUGENE, Asso-

^ \ I ciate Judge of the Superior Court of

the State, son oLHon. John and Ann

^-5^ (P atten) Wales, was born at Wil-

mington. Nov. 26, 1823. His school

Jays were distributed among several acade-

mies, his preparation for college being com-

pleted at the Hopkins Grammar School, New
Haven, from which he entered the Freshman

class at Yale. On his graduation, in 1845, he

read law in his father’s office, and in the spring

of 1848, was admitted to the bar. He located

in Wilmington and for two years was associa-

ted with the late John A. Allderdice in editing

the Delaware State Journal, then the organ of

the Whig party of the State. For several

years he was clerk of the United States Courts

for the Delaware District, under the appoint-

ment of the late Judge Willard Hall. In July,

1S53, he was elected city solicitor of Wilming-

ton, and re-elected the following year. In

April, 1861, he enlisted as a private in Co. E.,

1st Regiment of Delaware Vols., organized

under the call of President Lincoln for

j

75.000 men to serve three months, and was

I chosen Second Lieutenant. The Regiment

j

was assigned to the not very arduous duty of

I

guarding the line of the Philadelphia, Wil-
' mington and Baltimore Railroad, south of the

I

Susquehanna river, and was mustered out of

j

service at the expiration of its term. In May,

! 1863, he was appointed Commissioner of the

Board of Enrollment for Delaware, whose

1 duty it was to prepare for the drafts rendered

i necessary to fill the wasting ranks of the

Union armies. This position which, like its

'
predecessors, came without solicitation on his

I part, involved the discharge of harassing and

j

unpopular duties. Decisions on claims of ex-

1
emption from military service, and on the

I

qualifications of substitutes offered for those

I who had been, or were liable to be, drafted,

!
could hardly fail of causing dissatisfaction

when they were adverse to the persons inter-

ested. While still a member of the Board of

i Enrollment, Governor Cannon appointed him

I

Associate Judge for New Castle county, that
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office having been made vacant by the resig-

nation of Judge Milligan. Resigning the com-
|

missionship he took the official oath and entered

upon his judicial duties, Oct. 1 , 1S64. In politics

Judge Wales had been a Whig by inheritance

and association, but on the first organization

of the Republican party in Delaware, in 1856,

he joined its ranks on a deliberate and consci-

entious con viction of the justice and patroitism

of its policy and aims. Since his appointment

to the bench he has abstained from all active

and personal participation in political or party

contests beyond the exercise of the elective

franchise. Judge Wales has taken great in-

terest in the Historical Society of Delaware, of

which he is now the president. He is a gen-

tleman of quiet manners, and justly esteemed

as a citizen and member of the State Judiciary,

^J'^^cDONOUGH, JAMES, the first

American ancestor of the family in

^ Delaware, was born in county Kildare

Ireland, early in the eighteenth

century, and emigrated to America

in his youth, settling in Delaware, at or near

what is now McDonough. His parents were

Thomas and Jane (Coyel) McDonough. He
married, in Delaware, Lydia, daughter of Peter

Laroux, by whom he had six children ; Dr.

Thomas McDonough, the Major of Col. Has-

let’s regiment, and father of the Commodore
;

Micah, James, John, Patrick and Mary. Patrick

married Sarah McMunn, in 1784, and had nine

children : Lydia, married Capt. James Allen
;

Mary, James, Augustine
;
Eliza, married John

Janvier, May 15, 1823 ;
Hester, married Gassa-

way Watkins
;
Kitty, William and Sally Ann.

The name is also spelled Macdonough.

S
ODGEMAN, STILLMAN A., Master

Mechanic and Superintendent of Mo-

tive Power of the Philadelphia, Wil-

mington & Baltimore Railroad Com-
*5^ pany, was born in Stoddard, N. H.,

April 18, 1831. His lather, Stillman A.,senior,

a shoemaker by trade, and a man of sterling

character, died in 1835. He married Dorothy

Joslin, whose father was an officer in the war

of 1812. Mr. Hodgeman’s ancestors on both

sides were among the early settlers of New
England. They were intelligent and indus-

trious, and several have been distinguished in

public affairs and in the learned professions.

Left an orphan at four years of age, and poor,

his early advantages were fe\v^ He grew up

on the farm, attending the public school only

in winter, yet he was always in advance of

others of his age. At sixteen he spent a year

at the high school in Lowell, Mass. After

working two years in a woolen mill, and on

cotton machinery in Middlesex and Manches-
ter, he returned to Lowell and entered the

works of the Lock and Canal Machine Com-
pany, under a three years’ apprenticeship.

After two years, his employer. Mr. Colby, re-

moving to Philadelphia, he completed his ap-

prenticeship at Waltham. His first experience

in railroad and locomotive work was, in 1851,

with Hinckley & Drury, Boston, and in 1852-3,

he was with Hittinger & Cook, machine build-

ers, at Charlestown. In 1854, Mr. David

Upton, Mechanical Superintendent of the R. *

L. & N. F. railroad company, at Rochester,

solicited Mr. Hodgeman to take a responsible

position in these works. Mr. Upton was a

native of Stoddard, N. H., and well knew Mr.

flodgeman's antecedents and ability. He was

one of the ablest railroad men of his day, and

under his instruction Mr. Hodgeman learned

the railroad business thoroughly. After a

year in the shops, he spent two years on the

road as engineer, when, in 1857, he was made
foreman of the repair shops, which position

he filled with great ability and acceptance for

several years. During that period a complete

revolution took place in the construction of

locomotives and railroad machinery, yet Mr.

Hodgeman kept fully abreast of the times and

attained a wide reputation among the railroad

men of the country. In 1864 the P., W. & B.

railroad company sought his services and he

became Assistant Superintendent of motive

power under G. M. Perry. In the spring of

1872, he resigned, to become General Superin-

tendent of the Wilmington & Western rail-

road, which, under his able management, was

completed the following October, when he ac-

cepted the position he now holds, with his

office in Wilmington. During these ten years

he has constructed twenty-one locomotives.

Everything pertaining to the building, repair-

ing and running of locomotives is under his

control, and his mechanics and engineers num-

ber 550 men. Mr. Hodgeman is a thoroughly

self-made man. His feet have pressed every

round of the ladder, from that of the unknown
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apprentice boy, to his present responsible po-
sition, and every step of advance has been
made by his own unaided efforts. He possesses,

in an eminent degree, the qualities which con-
stitute a successful and popular railroad officer;

promptness, accurate judgment and great ex-
ecutive ability. In politics he is a Republican,

and when in Rochester was a member of the

city council, and at the head of the fire de-

partment. He is a member of the Masonic

order, and in i86S, organized in Wilmington
the commandery of Knights Templar, of

which he was the first commander. He is a

member and trustee of the Second Baptist

church of Wilmington He was married in

1859, to Miss Eliza H. Searles, of Cattaraugus

county,N. Y., who died, July 26th, 1873, leav-

ing two children
;
George P., and Adelaide

Eliza. He was again married in April, 1875,

to Annie L. Wheaton of Delaware. Of their

three children, two are living
;
Florence and

Stillman A., Jr.

S
USSELL, HON. GEORGE, of Milford,

Proprietor of the Philadelphia Packet

Line and dealer and shipper of coal,

wood, lumber &c., was born Oct. ii,

(2/ 1829, near Drawbridge. His father was

Robert Russell, a ship carpenter and farmer,

of Broadkill hundred. He served in the war

of 1812, under Col. S. B. Davis, and died, March

12, 1859. He is buried on his farm known as

the “ Manlove Russell” estate near Drawbridge.

His mother was Sarah, daughter of Curtis

Shockley, who was the son of Richard Shock-

ley, who owned and lived upon the land upon

which the town of Lincoln is now built. Mr.

Russell’s grandfather was Manlove Russell,

who lived and died upon the “Russell” farm and

is buried at the Landing upon what is known as

the “ Morris” farm. Mr. Russell was the eighth

child and the seventh son of a family of nine.

He was educated at home by a teacher em-
ployed by his father who took great pride in

the educational interest of his neighborhood.

Just before becoming of age he went to Phila-

delphia and learned the ship carpenter’s trade

and continued under instructions for one year,

when he went to work as journeyman, and

afterwards as sub-contractor, in Philadelphia,

New York and Boston. He continued to fol-

low this business until 1857 when he returned

to Delaware and in partnership with his brother
|

I

William, engaged in building vessels at Milton

,

upon Broadkill Creek. This partnership con-

I

tinned until the death of his brother, when, in

i the autumn of 1864, he located upon a farm

]

situated near the town of Milford. In the
spring of 1870 Mr, Russell began the coal and
lumber business in the town of Milford, which
he made a success

;
he disposed of this busi-

ness, purchased a waterfront in South Milford,
and built the e.xtensive wharves extendinp"
2 10 feet on the river front upon the south side

of the stream. Here he continued the coal
and wo ad business to which he added a line of
packets trading betw^een that port and Phila-
delphia, consisting of the following schooners

;

Sisters, Anna Russell and Martha
Davis. The Three Sisters w^as built by Mr.
Russell in 1874. The A. S. Russell in 1878,
and the Martha Davis was purchased by him
in 1879 These vessels are engaged in the
transportation of wood, railroad ties and
ship timber to Philadelphia, and freights

coal, merchandize and fertilizers for the mer-

Mr. Russell is one of the most enterprising
citizens of Milford and his character and stand-
ing are well-known throughout the State. He
is one of the largest shareholders in the Mil-
ford Gas Light company, which was organ-
ized in 1875. ^nd the works were built upon
the land supplied by him. He is one of the
incorporators of the first National Bank of
Milford, being one of the largest shareholders,
and a director from its organization. In poli-
tics he has always been a Democrat, and
though not an e.xtreme partisan has taken
an active interest in the success of his party.
In i 863 he was elected as State Senator
from Sussex county for four years, and assisted
in the election of Thomas F. Bayard for his
first term in the United States Senate. Mr.
Russell was united in marriage, March 12,

1864, to Ali.ss Mary S., daughter of John T.
Conwell of Sussex county. They have four
children all of whom are daughters.

^LARK, PHILIP REYBOLD, Sheriff of
New Castle county, was born on the

_ old homestead of his father, John C.
'ID '?o(Y.A Clark, near Delaware City, March 4,

0 1832. An account of the family is given

in the sketch of his father. His mother, Eliza-

beth, eldest daughter of the late Major Philip
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Reybold, (of whom also see notice,) is still
j

iving at the homestead. He attended the

public schools, and, at eighteen, the academy
at Newark for two years, after which he a.s-

sisted his father and took charge of the sale

of peaches, etc., in Philadelphia. At the age
of twenty-two he married Miss Emma, daue,hter

of David Compton of Port Elizabeth, N. J.,

and settled on his own farm, near Hare’s

Corner, where he resided till he was elected

Sheriff of New Castle county, in November
i8So, on the Republican ticket, and by a

handsome majority. He was nominated for

that office in 1878, but the Republican party

was then so confident of defeat that no effort

was made, and no candidates were nominated
for Congress, or for the Legislature, yet Mr.

Clark by his own energy and perseverance, as

expressed by the opposition papers, “came
within an ace of being elected Sheriff.” He has

proved a faithful and popular officer, discharg-

ing his varied duties in a manner reflecting

credit upon himself and the position. The
children of the famiiy have been ten, of whom
three are deceased. Those remaining are John
Curtis, a farmer who is married and lives near

Stanton
;
George W., Marion, Edwin, May,

Bessie and Clara. Mr. Clark is a man of great

energy and business ability, honorable in all

his dealings with his fellow men, and highly

respected.

ASTINGS, WASHINGTON, Repub-
lican Candidate for Congress (1882)

of the firm of Seidel, Hastings & Co.,

Plate Iron Manufacturers, was born,

in New Castle county. Sept. 15, 1837.

At the age of twelve year.s he became a res-

ident of the city of Wilmington and went to

school at the old public school at Sixth and

French streets, which at that time was the

only one in the citv. After attending it for

two years, at fourteen years of age entered

the school of Theodore Hyatt, now Presi-

dent of the Pennsylvania State Military school

at Chester. This school was then conducted

in the old First Presbyterian Church building,

at Tenth and Market streets, and now occu-

pied by the State Historical Society. Here

his continuance was a brief one, amounting

to twelve months only, when, already begin-

ning to feel the responsibility of preparing I

for a mode of life which would meet his
|

needs, as a boy v/ithout the adventitious aids

of fortune, and secure the knowledge of a

business to pave the way to a decent com-
petence upon reaching manhood, he appren-

ticed himself to the hardware business in a

store in Wilmington, where he faithfully per-

formed his allotted duties until he reached

the age of twenty-one years. He now ob-

tained a situation as clerk and book-keeper at

the iron works at Tenth and Church streets,

then known as the Wilmington Plate Iron

Rolling IMills. It is now owned by Seidel,

Hastings & Co., Washington Hastings being

one of the firm and the managing partner of

the business. Such are the external facts told

in the simplest form of words, but the history

of the young man clerk and book-keeper in

those years can be readily suggested to us.

How, with business capabilities of the highest

order, with a character formed under

the care of the church from a period

before his manhood was reached, and
with habits and tastes suited to the exigen-

cies of his business and duties, he passed

step by step upward to influence, means and

honor, until now the party to whose fortunes

he early attached himself, with unusual unan-

imity of action, selected him as their candi-

date for a seat in the Councils of the Nation.

Of one thing the friends of Mr.. Hastings

may be assured, that the v/orkingmen of the

city and State who know him, regard him as

their friend
;
and his kindness as an employer,

his large sympathy with them as a class, and

his personal achievements, from a position

such as their own boys now occupy to the one

he now holds, make him to them an object of

just pride, and to their sons one of emulation.

As explaining the sources of success in life,

Mr. Hastings, would tell you of his joining the

St. Paul’s M. E. church when a youth of 19

years, and of the influence of that act upon his

subsequent career. In 1865 he joined with

other members of the St. Paul’s church, in the

organization of the Grace M. E. church. Ninth

and West streets, now one of the most im-

posing and beautiful in the country. Mr.

Hastings is a member of its Board of trustees,

and has been a teacher in its Sunday School

since the church’s organization. He served

as President of the Wilmington Board of

I Trade in 1874, and vvas one of its delegates

I

to the Convention of Merchants and Manu-
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facturers held in Washington, D. C., in 1876.

He is a director of tlie Artisans Savings bank,

of Wilmington. and with quiet earnestness has

supported, by his means and his influence, the

various benevolent, moral and Christian insti-

tutions of the comm.unity.

Until his nomination for Congress, in July,

18S2, he had never been a candidate for office

of any kind, and only when convinced that

his acceptance would forward the success

of the principles he has so long advocated,

would he accept such nomination. He is ge-

nial, frank and manly in his bearing, possess

ing fine natural abilities, and has, by self-cul-

ture, become well-read on most subjects, and

is an authority on commercial and industrial

topics. Mr. Hastings was united in marriage.

Sept. 20, 1864, to Miss Catharine, daughter of

the late Samuel McCaulley, Esq , of Wilming-

ton, and they have one child, William P. Hast-

ings, a student of the Phillips Academy, And-
over, Mass.

ONES, MAJOK JOHN, late of Middle-

town, was born in Appoquinimink hun-

dred, May 7, 1790. His parents were

Griffith and Phoebe (Offley) Jones.

Griffith Jones was a soldier in the revo-.

lution, and a prisoner on board the Koe Buck.

His father and grandfather both bore the name
ofGrififith Jones, and, like himself, were farmers

The first Griffith Jones and Michael Offley,

the grandfather of Mrs. Jones, came over with

William Penn, in 1682, the first being from

Wales and the other from England. Griffith

Jones was one of the members of Penn’s first

Legislature, and some time afterwards settled

in Appoquinimink, south of Blackbird creek

Michael Offley settled soon after his arrival,

near the same place. His greatgrandson,

Major Jones, lost both his parents when he

was quite young, his father dying in Septem-

ber, 1797, and he had few opportunities of

education
,
but was observant and thoughtful,

and possessed always a retentive memory and

uncommon powers of mind. The practical

knowledge that he acquired
,
even in youth, was

remarkable. He lived with a farmer till his

twentieth year, when he went to Philadelphia

and apprenticed himself to a brick mason for

three years. There he often worked at night

to obtain money to purchase books, which he

carefully studied. In 1814, during the last

63

war with Great Britain, he was for three

months a \'olunteer in defence of Philadelphia.

He worked two years at his trade in Marietta,

Pa., then went to St. Louis, remaining five

years, when he visited St. Domingo, Washing-
ton, New York and other places, returning to

Delaware in 1825, where he had much to do
with founding Delaware City, and building

Fort Delaware. A superior workman, and full

of resource and energy, and much liked by
every one, he made considerable money, but

met with freq.uent losses, and, finally, in 1834,

purchased the farm called "Wheatland,” Bo-

hemia Manor, where he lived for twenty-three

years. Here he was a man of much note, and

w^as a leader in every enterprise, having for

its object the general good. This was

the key-note of his life, and that he had
been able to accomplish something for others

was cause of thankfulness in his dying hours.

He was one of the first to introduce the drill

in sowing, and machinery in mowing and reap-

ing; to test the value of lime; and offered freely

Iiis money, his land, and his co-operatlnn to

secure railroad transit through the State. He
was one of the club of twelve farmers, meeting

monthly, from house to house, out of which

grew the New Castle Agricultural Society. In

1856, he was made a life member of the

National Agricultural Society, and was after-

wards Vice President. He ever took the deep-

est interest in education, and it was through

his influence that a large donation of land was

obtained from government for an Agricultural

college. He was one of the first to propose

the grant of land by Congress for the several

states for agricultural colleges, and the

measure was carried through, largely, by his

personal efforts. In 1857, he left "Wheatland”

for Middletown, where he resided the remain-

der of his life, spending most of his time

in making statistical reports on the tariff,

making diagrams, etc. He was long regarded

as having no superior as a statistical writer.

As a public man he was intimately associated

with Heads of Departments at Washington,

as well as the most prominent Senators and

Representatives in Congress. At the begin-

ning of the late rebellion, the patriotism that

had aroused him to activity in his youthful

days, was no less conspicuous, despite his

seventy-one winters. It was a matter of pride

with him and with his friends, that he was the
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first man to cross Mason and Dixon’s line to

defend the capital o( the nation from threat-

ened invasion. On the perilous night of April

l6. 1 86 1, he helped to guard the White House,

and, as sentinel at the outer front gate, walked

from ten o'clock in the evening till three in

m.orning, without once sitting down, or lean-

ing against anything for rest. The block

furnished for the National Monument at Wash-
ington, by Delaware, was, in fact, furnished by

Major Jones, who secured it at his own ex-

pense, and superintended the placing it in po-

sition, that Delaware, in coming generations,

might not be charged with not doing her part.

Always watchful for the interests of all about

him, the school house, the church, and what-

ever affected the welfare of the people, re-

ceived his careful attention. He was identified

with the Forest <i’resbyterian church of Mid-

dletown, from the beginning of its present or-

ganization
;
was Chairman of its Building Com-

mittee, and first President of its Board of Trus-

tees, and was one of the most prominent and

useful citizens of the place, foremost in every

good work. He was married, in 1826, to

Lydia Craven, who survives him. Their three

children are Thomas Jefferson, Philadelphia
;

John A., of York, Pa.; and Lydia A., wife of

D. L Dunning, postmaster at Middletown for

the last twenty years. Major Jones departed

this life, Aug. 29, 1869, in his eightieth year.

The funeral services were conducted in the

church he had so long attended
;

an able and

eloquent sermon being preached by his pastor

and friend, the Rev. Dr. Patton, before the

large assemblage gathered to pay their last re-

spects to one so loved and revered.

t
HILD, MAHLON MOON, Real Estate

and Insurance Broker of Wilmington,

y ^

' was born at Le Raysville, Jefferson

county, N. Y., March 19, 1835. His

father, Moses Child, a farmer in good

circumstances, was a prominent member of

the orthodox Friends, a man most amiable,

conscientious and faithful. He died, Feb. 2,

1867. His wife, Nancy (Burdick) Child, was a

most exemplary and lovely Christian wife and

mother. She died in 1859, at the age of fifty-

five. They had seven children
;
Amos and

Lydia died unmarried
;
James, married, and is

now living at Henderson, Jefferson county,

N. Y.
;
Amos, died unmarried

;
Flannah, mar-

ried Daniel B. Price of Bucks county, Pa., and

died in 18S0, leaving three daughters
;
Moses,

married and is living in the west, and Mahlon
M. I\Ioses was the youngest son of Joseph

Child, a Friend, and a man of the same excel-

lence of character, one of the first settlers of

the John Brown tract in Jefferson county N.Y.,

making the journey thither in 1S04, when his

youngest son, Moses, was sixteen years of age.

They went in wagons from Bucks county. Pa.,

and from Utica made their own roads, eighty

miles into -the wilderness
;
Utica, being their

nearest post office. Joseph Child married

Hannah Burgess and had four children
;
Daniel,

Samuel, Joseph Jr. and Moses They all lived

near together on their own farms, and were

prosperous. Their father, an original aboli-

tionist, carefully trained them in the same
faith. He died in his seventy-fourth year, and

his wife in her seventy-fifth year. The father

of Joseph, was Henry Child, a native and resi-

dent of Plumstead, Bucks county. Pa., son of

Henry Child Sr., who came to this country with

William, Penn and settled in Bucks county.

He had several children, all of whom remained

Friends through life, and some removed to

Maryland. Mahlon M. Child was instructed

by a private tutor, and when eleven years o'd

attended the Friends’ school nearPoughkeepsie.

At sixteen he left home and has since made
his own way in the world. He taught school for

two years, after which he was, for three years,

purser on the steamer John A. Morgan plying

between Philadelphia and Bristol. Sept. 3,

1856, he came to Wilmington, which has since

been his home. P'or two years he was a clerk

at Tatnall & Lea’s flour mills, and three years

with Ferris & Garrett, plum.bers. In 1861 he

went into the dry goods business in partner-

ship with Granville Worrell, under the name
of Worrell & Child, which was very success-

ful till 1S67, when supposing he had consump-
tion, he sold his interest to his partner. He is

six feet tall, but thf’ii weighed only 125 pounds.

He engaged in surveying, but was soon after

very ill with diphtheria and measles. On re-

covering, he gained 75 pounds in a few months

and has since enjoyed perfect health. He was

during that time acting as agent for parties in

real estate transactions, and soon adopted the

business of real estate and insurance, which he

has followed with success to the present time.

Mr. Child is a man of enterprise, and by money
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and influence has aided the Wilmington atid
j

Northern, Wilmington and Western railroads,

the City Passenger railway, and many other
j

enterprises in their infancy, in some of which

he lost heavily. He was married in Oct., 1S56,
j

to Mary W., daughter of Charles and Agnes
|

(Knight) Burton, of Bucks county. Pa. They
!

have two children ;
William Lea and Lucy B.

j

Child.
i

<^^.T|AYNTER, PIOX. JOHN HENRY, of
|

vr-i' S-
Georgetown, Larvyer, ex-Secretary ot

j

State and e.x-Attorney General, was
j

c

born, Feb. 26, 1838, in New York city,P
where his father, Samuel R. Paynter,

was then a grain and commission merchant,

the predecessor of the present firm of B. N.

Fo.x & Co., having removed with his family

from Delaware in 1835. He returned in 1842

to Paynter’s Drawbridge, in Sussex county,

and spent the remainder of his life on the

estate which has now been in the family nearly

eighty years. Pie was of Quaker parentage.

An account of his ancestry is given in the

sketch of his grandfather. Colonel Samuel

Paynter, who was Governor of Delaware

in 1824-7. From 1846 to 1850 he was a mem-
ber of the State Senate. He died in 1851, at

the age of fifty. His wife was Sallie Ann,
daughter of Caleb Ross and sister of Gov. W.
H. Ross of Delaware. She survived him till

1866. She was a member of the Ik E. Church.

Her son, John Henry, attended school from

the age of four years. In 1854 he entered

Delaware College and the following year the

Sophomore class of L^nion College at Schenec-

tady, N. Y., from which he graduated A. B. in

1838. He pursued his legal studies with Judge
Wootten, in Georgetown, where, after being

admitted to the bar in the spring of 1861, he

settled in the practice of his profession in

partnership with his brother, Edwin R. Payn-

ter. In the same year he received the appoint-

ment of Deputy Attorney General, which posi-

tion he held for three years. In 1866 he was
nominated and elected to the State Sen-

ate for four years on the Democratic ticket

During both sessions he was a member of

the Finance Committee, of which also he

was Chairman during the last session. He
was a hard worker and few members of that

body spoke more frequently, or c.xercised a

more controlling influence in its deliberations

during that important period of our history.

It was during this period that he w as appointed

Attorney General of the State by Governor

Go\'e Salsbury, but his term as Senator had

not expired, and finding that in consequence

there was some legal doubt of his eligibility'

to the office he resigned after a few weeks’

service. In 1871 he was appointed Secretary

of State, under Governor James Ponder, which

office he held for four years. It was during

this time that in company with James L. Wol-

cott, the present Secretary of State, he was

employ'ed by the Legislature to draft the tax

laws of the State, which were passed and are

now in force. In 1871 he was appointed by' the

Legislature to codify' and publish the laws of

the State. This was a great labor, as no at-

tempt of this kind had been undertaken since

1850. It required great legal acumen, and

years of patient toil. It was completed in

1874 and published under his supervision, and

is said to be one of the most accurate and

valuable compendiums of statute law possessed

by any State. He was a delegate ro ihe

Democratic national convention in Baltimore,

in 1872, and opposed the nomination of Horace

Greeley. Mr. Paynter stands in the front rank

of his profession in Delaware, and has the

ability to fill any position to which his party

might call him. He was married in 1872 to

Miss Sallie Custis, daughter of Col. Gardner

H. Wright of Georgetown. She was a relative

of the family into which Washington married.

She died, Dec. 16, 1876, leaving one son, Row-
land Gardner Paynter.

AYNTER, EDWIN ROWLAND, Law-

yer, of Georgetown, was born in New
York city, August 27, 1839. His par-

Sj-^ents were Samuel Rowland and Sallie

Ann (Ross) Paynter. An account of

the family will be found in the sketch of his

brother, Hon. John H. Pay'nter. They returned

to Delaware in 1842, and Edwin R. attended

the Academies of Georgetown, Milton and

Newark, till 1853, when he spent one year in

Delaware College, and in 1855, entered the

Sophomore class, at Union College, Schenec-

tady, N. Y., from which he graduated in 1858,

at the age of nineteen. He then commenced

reading law with Judge Wootten, of George-

town, and in i86t, was admitted to practice in

the Superior Court, opening the same year an
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office in Georgetown, in partnership with his

brother, Hon. John Pi. Paynter, which con-

tinued till 1870, since which time Mr. Edwin
R. Paynter has practiced alone. He confines

himself mostly to civil and real estate prac-

tice, on all points of which he is thorougly in-

formed, and is high authority. He has been

very successful, and has a large and respecta-

ble clientage. Although a fluent and forcible

speaker, he prefers office practice and the

preparation of cases rather than their present-

ation in court. A Democrat in politics, he

has, in many campaigns, been one of the prom-

inent speakers of his party throughout the

county and State, yet has never sought or ac-

cepted any public office. He is a director of

the Farmers’ bank, at Georgetown, and is a

member and senior warden of the Episcopal

church. Conscientious, upright and honorable,

the ability and character of Mr. Paynter com-
mands a just and hearty recognition through-

out the State.

^t^ANNON, GOVERNOR WILLIAM,
’

^ son of Josiah Cannon, was born near

Bridgeville, in Sussex county, March

15, 1809. His opportunity for the ac-

ej quirement of an education was confined

to the rudimentary instruction imparted in the

country school. At the age of nineteen he en-

gaged in mercantile business at Bridgeville, in

partnership with his brother Henry, after whose

death he conducted it alone for several years.

He subsequently became connected with

George P. White, and after the dissolution of

that firm, continued in the traffic. Endowed
with extraordinary force of character and with

great aptitude for business, despite the want

of early mental culture, it soon became mani-

fest .that he was a remarkable man, and he

rapidly attained the position to which he was

justly entitled, as a leader among those with

whom he associated. He entered largely into

the purchase of grain and lumber, bought lands

and planted orchards, engaging extensively in

the then experimental culture of the peach,

and with restless activity took advantage of

every avenue which seemed open to enter-

prise. Perceiving the utility of internal im-

provements as affording speedier access to

markets and conducing to the development of

an agricultural region, he was an ardent ad-

vocate for the building of the Delaware Rail-

I

road, and lent to its completion the earnest

i

efforts of his vigorous intellect. So successful

J

were his operations that he accumulated a

I
large estate, and as well to illustrate his dili-

I

gence and capacity, as to afford encourage-

j

ment to those who, like him,begin the struggle

of life without the adventitious aid of fortune,

it may not be inappropriate to state, that com-
mencing business with a capital of only nine

hundred dollars, he was the owner, at his

death, of si.xteen farms in Sussex county, com-
prising thirty-eight hundred acres of land.

But not only as a successful merchant was his

ability manifested. At the time of his entrance

into active life the political management of

his county was in the hands of a few promi-

nent citizens, who were recognized as heredi-

tary leaders. William Cannon was not of this

class. He was a plebeian, and his heritage

was poverty. A Democrat by education and

conviction, his manhood revolted against the

domination of an oligarchy, and he deter-

mined, by the aid of other active and aspiring

young men, to throw off the bondage Lo which

they had been subject, and to assert the rights

which belonged to individual worth. With his

accustomed energy he devoted himself to the

work, and in co-operation with these new
men, who were possessed of like ambition, he

accomplished his end, and established himself

as an acknowledged power in his party. At the

successive elections of 1844 and 1846, he was

chosen as a Representative in the General As-

sembly. In 1851 he was appointed State

Treasurer, and in 1861, was selected as

one of the delegates to represent the State

in the convention held in Washington,

to devise, means for the preservation of

the Union. In the discharge of the duties of

this position he was placed in contact with

distinguished citizens, entertaining different

sentiments and representing all shades of pop-

ular opinion. He was not the man to sit in

such a school without learning something, and

his eminently practical mind soon discovered

the hopelessness ofaccomplishing the object for

which he had been sent. When the crisis came

and the necessity for decision was on him, he

was not unmindful of his duty nor negligent

in its performance. His courage went hand in

hand with his convictions. Unhesitatingly he

declared himself in favor of the suppression of

rebellion by the use of all the means within
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the power of the National Government. Know- i

ing his unHinching devotion to the sense of

i

right and his indefatigable energy in carrying i

out the purposes of his will, the Union party

gladly took advantage of his accession and
nominated him as its candidate for Governor
of Delaware. He was elected, and in January,

1863, inaugurated at Dover. Upon assuming
the office he delivered an address, clearly an-

nouncing his sentiments and pledging himself

to support the authorities at Washington in

the struggle to perpetuate the National exist-
j

ence. Faithfully he Kept this promise and
brought to the discharge of e.xecutive func-

tions the same indomitable zeal which charac-

terized the management of his private affairs.

Observing fidelity to the civil government and
actuated in his conduct by the conscientious

desire to discharge his duty towards his fellow

men, it is but reasonable to e.xpect that he

should have lived in recognition of the higher

obligation which he owed to his God. The in-

ference is just. From his eighteenth year he

was a member of the Methodist Episcopal
j

Church, and filled actively and acceptably the
j

various religious offices to which he was called,
j

In the midst of his usefulness and in the ma-
j

turity of his powers, William Cannon died sud-
[

denly at his home on the morning of the first
j

day of March, A. D., 1865, during his incum-

bency of the executive office to which he had

been elected, and lies buried in the grounds of

the village church, of which during life, he was,

under Providence, the chief support. He was

married. November il, 1832, to Margaret N.

B., daughter of William Laws, of Sussex

County. His surviving children are Lizzie A ,

who married Ur. L. M. Cahall
;
Sallie P., who

became the wife of Captain Charles Heydrick
;

Elbe S., now Mrs. F. S. Buckalew, of James-

burg, N. J.; Henry P., and Philip L, whose

sketches are in this volume.

ANNON PHILIP LEONIDAS,
Merchant of Bridgeville, was born in

that town, June 28, 1850. A sketch of

his father, Governor William Cannon,

with the family history, has been given.

He pursued his preparatory studies in his

native town, and entered Dickinson College

in 1866 In 1868, in the middle of his sopho-

more year, his health became so seriously im-

paired that to his great regret he was obliged
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to relinquish his studies and return home. He
soon after took general charge of the estate

and business left by his father, although the

nominal head was the gentleman who held

the power of attorney. The following year,

the estate having been nearly settled, Mr.

Cannon, then only nineteen years of age,

became the business head of the family,

only relinquishing his trust on the return

of his brother Henry from college. In the

spring of 1870, he, with Mr. James Ward,

formed a partnership, under the name of J.

Ward & Co., and followed the same business

in the store which his grandfather had built in

1816, and v/here both his father and grand-

father had been so successful. This store is

still the property of the brothers Cannon. In

1872 the firm took possession of the store on

the opposite side of the street, now occupied

by the latter firm, H. P. & P. L. Cannon. In

1873 Mr. Cannon sold out his interest in the

firm, and in 1874 entered into partnership with

his brother, forming the present firm of H. P.

& P. L. Cannon. The following year they

bought out Mr. Ward, adding his store to their

other business, for an account of w'hich the

reader is referred to the sketch of Henry P.

Cannon. Mr. Cannon is steward of the M. E.

church in Bridgeville, of which he is an influ-

ential member, having united in 1871. He is

a member of the Phi Kappa Sigma fraternity,

and finds the expression of his political views

in the Republican party. He is not a politician,

but still takes a warm and hearty interest in all

public affiairs. He married, June 25, 1874, Miss

Hester Polk, daughter of Curtis William

Jacobs, a wealthy agriculturist and business

man of St. Martins, Worcester county, Md.

They have one child, William Cannon

ISHER, DANIEL G., Physician, late

of Seaford, was born. Nov. 25, 1823.

His father, Alexander Fisher, a farmer

3 of Sussex county, served in the war of

1812, and was in the action at Lewes.

He was a w'orthy member of the society of

Friends, and died in 1850, in his sixty-fifth

year. His wife was Mary, daughter of George

Newbold, of the same county, who removed

west in 1819 She was also a Friend. She

died, July 4, 1879, aged eighty-four years.

Daniel G. P'isher attended the schools of his

neighborhood till his eighteenth year, after
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which he taught eight years. Having thus
j

obtained the necessary means, he commenced
the study of medicine with Dr. W. L. Atlee, a 1

distingished surgeon of Philadelphia. Enter-

ing in 1849, graduated in 1852, from the

University of Pennsylvania. Pie then settled

in Seaford, where he remained till 1863, when
he accepted the post of Surgeon of the Board

of Enrollment for Delaware, and was for some

time in Smyrna, and afterward in Wilmington.

Returning to Seaford at the close of the war,

he continued there the remainder of his life.

His large practice extended over an area of

sixteen miles. He was a skillful physician,and

his kind, sympathetic disposition endeared him

to many. In his early life, Dr. Fisher voted

the Democratic ticket, but after the breaking

out of the war he acted with the Republican

party. He paid much attention to the educa-

tional interests of the State, and served several

terms as School Commissioner for his town

and district. He died at Seaford in 1881,

greatly regretted.

ALKER, MARTIN EDWARD, Far-

mer, of Armstrong’s Corner, near Mid-

dletown, was born, Feb. 25, 1829, in

Thoroughfare Neck, where, also, his

father, Isaac Walker, a farmer, was born

in 1776, and spent his life. He \yas an excellent

man, a steward for many years in the M. E.

Church, of which his wife, Ann Brattan, of the

same locality was also a member, and both

were devoted Christians. She died, April 25,

1837, and her husband, Jan. 4, 1845. Her

mother, whose name was also Ann Brattan,

died in 1846, at the age of eighty-one. The
family were of Irish origin and have lived in

Delaware for many generations. Martin E.

Walker grew up on the farm, attending school,

four miles distant, in the winter season only.

When he was fourteen his father died, after

which he went but one more winter. He made
his home with one of his brothers, and worked

for his board and clothes till he was twenty-

one. In 1852 he became a clerk at Summit
Bridge arid continued in this occupation at

different stores for five years. He then com-

menced a store of his own in Middletown.

Steady, industrious, careful and upright, his

enterprise was attended with yearly increas-

ing success, but the confinement and care were

prejudicial to his health, which in 1865 com-

'pletely gave way and he was compelled to

dispose of the business. After two years, hav-

ing sufficiently recuperated, he decided to de-

vote himself to an out door occupation and

commenced farming in Middletown. In March
1868, he purchased the farm “Bell Plain,”

containing 260 acres, on which he now resides.

It was then a wilderness, none of it under

good Cultivation. Pie soon had it cleared, and

has wonderfully improved the whole property,

till it is now o'ne of the finest farms in that lo-

cality. Plis-peach orchard of 3000 trees, has

been a paying investment. The rest of his farm

is devoted to grain and stock, and he has

taken much interest in improved breeds of

cattle. In 1873 Mr. Walker erected a fine

brick residence for his family. He has been a

director of the bank of Middletown since 1876.

Educated a Whig he voted for Abraham Lin-

coln, but since that time has acted with the

Democratic party, and has held several local

offices. He has been an Odd Fellow since

1856. In Jan. 1866. he united with the M. E.

Church, in which he has been steward. He
married. May 12, 1858, Miss Maria, daughter of

Philip D. and Priscilla Riley, and has three

children
;
Horace Maurice, a graduate of Oak-

land Seminary, California. Washington Irving

and IMartin Edward Walker, Jr. Mr. Walker

is highly regarded as a neighbor and a citizen,

and the prosperity which attends him is con-

ceded as fitly crowning a life of industry and

merit.

^c^ULLEN, HON. ELISHA, Lawyer and

4tlr
Statesman, was born at Millsboro,

Susse.x county, April 23, 1799. His

ancestors were from Scotland, and

among the earliest settlers of Kent

county
;
some members of the family however

emigrated directly to the south. His parents

were Charles M., and Elizabeth (Harris)

Cullen. Charles M., was a merchant miller

many years at Lewes. He was a leading citi-

zen of the county which he represented in the

Legislature, where he was prominent and in-

fluential. He died in 1828, aged about sixty-

five years. The subject of this sketch was

educated at Princeton College, studied law

with Peter, afterwards Judge Robinson, and

was admitted to the bar, Oct. 9, 1821. He
then settled in Georgetown, and assiduously

devoted himself to the duties of his profession
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till his death, which occurred, Feb. 8, 1862. In
j

1854 he was elected a member of Cong-ress on

the Am.erican ticket, in which body he greatly

distinguished himself, and won a national repu-

tation. He made many speeches, which for
|

their ability and cogency of reasoning, not
j

only produced a marked effect upon Congress,
|

but commanded the attention of the whole '

country. The most noted of these was on the

Kansas and Nebraska question then con-

vulsing the nation, on hearing which, the joy

of John M. Clayton was unbouiided at “his

wonderful speech.” It a was masterly legal

argument on the relation of the States to

each other under the constitution. Mr. Cullen

was remarkable for his simplicity of character

and life. He was fond of literature, and was a

profound student of law, theology and human
nature. It is said he had no superior in the

State as a lawyer, and was a man of might be-

fore the court. He was regarded as the father

of the Democratic party in Sussex. He was

an humble and practical christain, and a

ruling elder in the Presbyterian Church. He
married, April ll, 1822, Margaret, daughter of

Robert West of Lewes, by whom he had six

children, three of whom survived him, and two

are now living
;
Charles M., a lawyer of

Georgetown, and Mary Cullen.

^^ULLEN, CHAS. M.A.SON, Lawyer,

born in Georgetown, where he has

always resided, June 14, 1828, the son

of Hon. Elisha D., and Margaret

S (West) Cullen. A sketch of his father

has been given. Mr. Cullen pursued his pre-

paratory studies at the Academy in his native

town, and entered the third term of the

Freshman class at Yale College, in May, 1845,

graduating with distinction in 1848. He then

studied law in his father’s office and was ad-

mitted to the bar, October, 1852, when he

became his father’s partner in the practice of

the law, till the death of the latter in 1862.

Mr. Cullen has a considerable landed estate

adjoining Georgetown, but is devoted to his

profession, in which he has risen to deserved

distinction as one of the ablest and most

successful members of the legal profession in

the State. His profound knowledge of the

law, his acute and logical mind and his supe-

rior forensic powers have not only secured

him a large and respectable clientage, but a
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wide reputation and popularity. His practice

is general, and he conducts criminal cases

with great ability, but his preference is for

questions of law before the bench. His scru-

pulous sense of honor, and kindly and gener-

ous qualities ot heart make him many friends

and a -general favorite with his professional

brethren. In politics he is a Democrat, but

he has never sought or accepted office, F'or

many years he was an Odd Fellow. He is a

member of the Presbyterian church. He was
married, -May, 6, 1853, to Miss C. Virginia

Waugh, daughter of Bishop Waugh of the

.Methodist Episcopal church. Their four chil-

dren are, Elisha Beverl)', engaged in agri-

culture in Florida, Mary Virginia
;
Charles

West, and Catherina Margaret Cullen.

OBERTS, JOSEPH, Farmer and Sur-

^4 veyor, was born in Appoquinimink hun-

dred, June 7, 1829. He nov/ resides in

house where his father, James

Roberts, lived for twenty years before

his death in 1855, on the farm known as “Levels

Parcel” near Middletown. James Roberts was

born on the eastern shore of Maryland, and

was brought when a boy, to the above vicinity

by his parents. He had but a limited educa-

tion but was a man of more than ordinary

ability and energy, and possessed a remarkable

memory. He married Anna Maria, daughter

of John and Maria (Hyatt) Hickman, and left

six children
;
Mary, now widow of Zachariah

Jones, of Middletown ;
Samuel, a farmer near

Smyrna
;
Joseph, Elizabeth, Martha and Anna

Maria, residing in Middletown. James Roberts,

died in 1855, in his si.xty-sixth year, and his

wife, March 27, 1878, aged eighty-three.

The father of James was John Roberts, born

on the western shore of Maryland, and re-

moved to Delaware about 1794

gaged in the oyster trade, and died in 1803, at

about si.xty years of age. He had seven chil-

dren. He was the son of the original settler,

three brothers, John, Thomas and William,

having come from Scotland about I 73®>

settled on the western shore of INLryland.

Mr Joseph Roberts received only a common
school education, but by reading and private

study he has made himself well informed, and

educated in the best sense of the word. He
learned surveying after he was married

;
was

his own teacher, studied nights, and thoroughly
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mastered his profession, which he has followed

to the present time, and is the principal sur-

veyor in that part of the State, having sur-

veyed all through New Castle county, and
Kent, and in Kent and Cecil counties, Md.
He also did a great deal of surveying for the

Chesapeake and Delaware canal. He took

charge, in 1852, of the home farm, v/hich he

still cultivates. It contains 172^ acres, and
he has beside a tract of 47 acres of woodland
and ten acres of chestnut timber, all of which
he bought from the estate for $I2,CXX3. His

father bought the same property, in 1855, for

$2,200. He has had 3200 peach trees, has now
1600, hardly thinks it a paying interest, having

had but two crops in ten years. He is an e.vcel-

lent farmer, an enterprising and prosperous man,
and owes his success in life entirely to his own
efforts. He has been for several years a Notary
Public. In politics he has always been allied to

the Democratic party and takes a deep interest

in public affairs. He joined the Odd F'ellows

about 1850. His preference is for the Presby-

terian church, which he attends. He was mar-

ried, Jan. II, 1859, to Miss Catharine Emily,

daughter of Hon. Henry Davis of Middletown.

They have two children
;
Anna Laura and

Henry Davis Roberts.

8
EVERIN, JAMES HENRY. A. M..

Lawyer, Philadelphia, was born at Lit-

tle Creek Landing, near Dover, April

21, 1844; son of James L. and Priscilla
*
5^ (Stytes) Heverin. His father was

many years a well known merchant and busi-

ness man in the above place, and accumulated

considerable landed property. About i860

he removed to Dover, where he became an

extensive dealer in grain, and where he still

continues to reside. His eleven children, all

living, are Alphonsa, wife of Elias S. Reed,

lawyer, formerly of Dover, now of Philadel-

phia
;
William Stytes, a merchant at Little

Creek Landing
;

James Henry
;
Lotta L.,

wife of W. Eastman Cotter of Wilmington
;

Mary L., wife of Charles Denny, a farmer at

Little Creek Landing
;

Annie E., wife of

James A. Shakespeare, lawyer of Philadelphia;

Eliza S., wife of William Shakespeare of

Dover
;
Emma, wife of Benjamin Shakes-

peare
;
Charles L., oil merchant of Philadel-

phia, and Joseph Comegys Heverin. The
father of James L., was Outten L. Heverin,

who was a farmer in the vicinity. James H.
Heverin attended school till the age of twelve

years, when he went into the store of his

uncle Henry, in his native place. Soon after

his uncle died and his father took the store

and settled up the estate, he having previ-

ously devoted himself to farming and other

business. In Sept. 1859, James H.,

was sent to a boarding school at Village Green
Pa., and the next year attended Mount Holly

Seminary, New Jersey. In September, 1861,

he entered the Sophomore class at Princeton,

graduating, A. B. in 1864. During his senior

year he registered as a law student with Hon.
Joseph P. Comegys, now Chief Justice of Del-

aware. In the autumn of 1864 he entered the

middle class of the Harv^ard Law school,

where he remained a year, after which he con-

tinued his studies in Boston till 1866, when he

was admitted to the bar in Delaware and after-

wards in Philadelphia, and spentfrom January,

1867, to January, 1868, in the office of John
O’Byrne, Esq., in familiarizing himself with

Pennsylvania practice. He then opened the

office in the Public Ledger Building, which he

has occupied to the present time. One room
at first sufficed, but now he and his partner,

Mr. J. H. Shakespeare, have four of the most

eligible offices on the ground floor of that

building. In 1869, the office of Assistant Dis-

trict Attorney becoming vacant, it was offered

by Mr. Shepherd, the District Attorney, to

Mr. Heverin, who accepted and filled it till

the term expired, but declined a reappoint-

ment. During the first month in this office he

disposed of over seven hundred cases. Many
of these were of great importance, requiring a

vast amount of labor, and the remarkable

energy, ability and learning which Mr. Heverin

displayed in conductieg them, brought him

into immediate prominence, and his steadily

increasing reputation and success were from

that time assured. His practice, while Assist-

ant District Attorney, bringing him into con-

stant connection with criminal jurisprudence,

he afterwards naturally drifted into prac-

tice in the criminal courts, in which he

has made a reputation equalled by few

men of his age in our time. Not one of the

thirty-eight persons charged with capital

offenses, whom he has defended, has suffered

the e.xtreme penalty of the law. He is one of

the busiest men of his profession, which has

I
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proved lucrative, and enables him to gratify in

an uncommon degree, the many generous im-

pulses of his large and liberal nature. A man
of great energy and force, he pushes forward

whatever business he has in hand, with a ve-

hemence and strength that carries all before

it. He is devoted to his profession, possesses

a clear and logical mind, an easy flow of lan-

guage, a kindly heart, and in speaking is im-

passioned and eloquent. He was appointed

Assistant Counsel of the Court of Commission-

ers on “ Alabama Claims,” Nov. 15, 1S82. His

popularity was shown on the only occasion on

which he has appeared before the people for

their suffrages In the fall of 1871, he was

nominated and elected as a Delegate at large

to the Convention, to amend the Constitution

of the State. Many of the oldest and most

influential lawyers were candidates, but al-

though Mr. Heverin was the youngest mem-
ber of the nominating convention, and almost

a stranger, he was nominated by a large ma-

jority, was voted for by the whole city, and

was triumphantly eleeLcd by the largest

Democratic majority ever given in Philadel-

phia. He took an active part in the debates

of that very able body of men, was on several

important committees, and succeeded in se-

curing the adoption of a number of important

measures of reform. Mr. Heverin was married,

in 1866, to Miss Ada C. Cator, daughter of Dr.

Harvey C. Cator, of Syracuse, New York.

<=^:AMITHERS, ELIAS PRIMROSE, LL.

f
B., Lawyer of Philadelphia, was born in

South Milford, July 31, 1843. His father,

Elias Smithers, a sea captain, sailing

from Milford and other American ports,

was a strong Whig and anti-slavery man,

and was once a member of the Legislature.

By his first wife, Catherine Primrose, he had

one child, Capt. Wm. H. Smithers, of Milton,

who died in 1864. His second wife, Elizabeth,

daughter of Elias Primrose, is still livfng. By
her Mr. Smithers had five children, who grew

to maturity^
;
Emma

;
John P., in the ranch

business in southern California, formerly con-

nected with the San Francisco Bulletin and

Chronicle

;

Elias P.; Hettie A., wife of George

W. Staats, of Philadelphia, and Theodore

Smithers, a wood engraver in the same city.

Capt. Elias Smithers left the sea in i860, and

removed to the city of Philadelphia. He
64

i died in 1871, when in his seventy-fourth year,

i His father was John Smithers, a prominent

j

farmer of Murderkill hundred, who married a

1
daughter of Waitman Sipple. Their children

j

were, Waitman and Elias, sea captains
;
Caleb,

I

of Frederica, a member of the Degislature and

Sheriff of Kent county, and Sarah, widow of

Mason Bailey'. John Smithers died very early'

in the present century. Elias P. Smithers was
brought up in North Milford, and attended the

Academy of that town, where he exhibited

great proficiency and made rapid progress in

Latin, Greek and French. In i860, his parents

removed to Philadelphia. He had previously

united with the M. E. church, and his talents

were regarded by his friends as directing him
to the ministry, to which, also, he was himself

much inclined. He graduated from Crittenden

Commercial College in i860, and while still

pursuing his studies, was for some years a prac-

ticing conveyancer in the city. In 1866, he

was licensed as a local preacher, and was
recommended to the conference for a charge,

but having becomp Interested in the studv of

law, and his health not good at the time, he

declined the charge, but accepted the license,

of which he still frequently’ avails himself. He
graduated LL B., from the law department of

the University of Pennsylvania, and in the

same y'ear was admitted to the bar. From
that time Mr. Smithers has devoted himself

closely' to his profession, in which he has been

very successful, and achieved a high reputa-

tion. He confines himself mostly to civil cases.

In 1872, he was appointed Assistant City Soli-

citor, by General H. T. Collis, and was con-

tinued in that position by the appointment of

William Nelson West, till April, 1881, when
the demands of his private business compelled

him to resign. His name has been urged on

different occasions for the appointment of

Judge of the Orphans’ Court, and he was a

candidate for the City Council on the Reform

ticket in 1881, receiving a very heavy vote.

He is a strong Republican and is prominent

and influential in the councils of the party
;

is

Vice-President of the “Young Republicans,”

and is a member of the Civil Service Reform

Association. He is deservedly popular and

enjoys the highest reputation for integrity and

fairness. His talents and learning give him

great prominence among the members of his

profession. He is a member and trustee of
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the Union M. E. Church
;
was for many years

]

superintendent of its Sunday school, and is one

of the Board of Managers of the Historical

Society of his denomination. Pie was mar-
ried in July. 1870, to Miss Anne L., daughter

of Thomas T. and Margaret (McLaughlin)

Mason of Philadelphia.

J?:gERTOLErTE, LEVI A., of Wilming-

j^^i^ton, Justice of the Peace and Notary

Public, in and for New Castle county,

- was born in Oley Township, Berks

Co., Pa., Aug. 28, 1836. He is descended

in the sixth generation from Jean Bertolette

or Bertholet, who emigrated to America from

P'rance in the year 1726, with his wife, two

sons and three daughters, and settled in that

portion of Philadelphia county, afterwards

erected into Berks county. The descendants

of Jean Bertolette are quite numerous, and

have generally settled in Pennyslvania, and

all the Bertolettes in this country so far as

known are from this ancestry. Levi T. Berto-

lette, the father of the subject of this sketch,

now resides upon a portion of the same tract

of land, originally purchased and occupied by

his paternal ancestor, Jean Bertolette. Mr.

Bertolette the subject of this sketch, was

reared upon his father’s farm, and attended the

schools of the vicinity until the age of four-

teen, when he was sent to Williston Seminary

at Easthampton, Mass., here he remained one

year, and, though the opportunity was offered

him to remain and continue a regular course

through college, he declined and returned

home. After a few years’ stay at home he left

for a journey through the western states, ex-

tending his trip through the states of Ohio,

Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa, traveling the

greater portion of the route by private con-

veyance, and remaining and engaging in such

occupations as thtf towns of the west at that

time afforded, and returned to Pennyslvania in

1855. He then engaged in the mercantile

business near his home, and at the age of

twenty-one, was united in marriage to Miss

Rebecca Louisa, daughter of Ezekiel Rhoads

of Amity Township, Berks county. He con-

tinued in mercantile pursuits until 1865,

when he went with an elder brother to the

mining regions of Colorado on a prospecting

and mining trip. Two years were occupied

in the gold mines of the Territory, and in in-

vestigating and exploring the north and mid-

dle parks, and the mountain range extending
through the centre of Colorado. During these

expeditions the parties engaged \"aried from

two to tweK'e persons, and were out in the

Ute Ind ian country, as much as three months
upon a single trip, and were in daily communi-
cation with bands of that tribe, who were
friendly at that time. These explorations

afforded an excellent opportunity of learning

the vastness of the resources, both mineral

and agricultural, of that grand and romantic

country. After two years of mountain life,

Mr. Bertolette went northward to the line of

the projected Union Pacific Railroad, and
aided in building up and preparing the new
city of Cheyenne, for the reception of the first

locomotive in December, 1867. Railroad com-
munication being now established, he again

returned to his family, and soon after his re-

turn he was appointed an Assessor of Internal

Revenue, by Andrew Johnson then President

of the United States, and held that position

until the close of his administration. In 1870

he removed with his family to Wilmington,

and has resided in that city ever since. He
engaged in various business connections until

1878, when he was appointed and commis-
sioned a Justice of the Peace and Notary
Public, by Gov. John P. Cochran. Mr. Berto-

lette is an ardent and zealous Democrat
though not a violent partizan

;
he is a gentle-

man of genial manners and is very popular,

both as a man and in his official capacity.

NERRIS, JOHN, was born in Wil-

mington, Sep'tember 2 1, 1801. He was

the only child of John Ferris, who fell

a sacrifice at the early age of twenty-

four, in his devotion to the cause of

humanity. When the yellow fever in 1802 was

so fatal that few escaped it who were exposed

to its deadly influence, this young man, on the

threshold of a bright and prosperous career,

with a loving wife by his side and dear friends

around him, turned away and entered the

abodes of the poor, and with untiring and

sleepless attention to their wants never left

them till death struck him down, we may say. at

their very feet. Little did she then know that

that child who leaned helpless upon her bosom

would one day be a comfort to her so dear.

She saw him, year after year, in all the trials,

I



I

i' -3>!AWAjraa''io Ysotaift

-him bnM rfjnon od? 3nit9lq|in!i bn* jg>tiJi,^}!l9V
pnibrraJjis U3fw« msjnupmbd'l bcu ali>

!>^t(J objnaloDlo yifa^^o adj
b^hi'.v- rujj ^,at'iJib><jjC9

tiili ni itio .*tTtyv,' ^ftfiof.iacj ovh/// o) i>vJ
tjiJnom 33’>dr tljunr* ** x^-^aiios n«/bnl oiU

•<rr, }>'rri j>i9 vs» bnc ^itly(;;}n;8 « iioqy
:rivyt odv/ .-jdiii icdj lo <hncd dii// aob&o
• ft.j}i,tr.U|y3 '>8oriT .ofrwj udj Jji,^j(n)n3nl
;i|ini£j! lo 'i^.yfJtjJioqqo Jn3iiy;;/y.o r.e bitbioYi*
fi.-ionfm <ltcd ,«->3ii;os3i idJ “io

b lift 1*11*73 bni
i-'ld /ti&inwiiT )o Srt&^v owl ‘tfol'i/si. .v^liiwoo
lo sn'i :jiil 01 bwwtfiiaa Iny.? oiloJoli^ ..iM
bni; ,f>*oilifiiI aglrtU baj^spiq oifi
^r,r. bn* q,f gmbiiud nb b^hi*
loi’i orii lo ;-i)ijq933-i O.il iol .9nns^od:)lo Oh
'{fio'j bGoifiifJif .'^S8i ,7odmsooCl ni oviionioopl

r ;? .bodfilftiGiao won ^niad noilGoirtucn
-sTiilf/ noos bn* airf ol baniulai
Isr.iaioMo 7omne/i n& bajnloqq* ss'jr ad n‘itj 1

Irrabieai’l nsril noando^ wmbnA <d ,aunav9^
noTlisoq irrJi blad ba* |S: folinU sdl; Ip
o i8j nf .nriirtUiiinimb'ii elf( lo ait’h adl lijnu
,n/it3/im*r'V <11 xlSnLs) a,/ri riiiw bavornai ad
pH .voma ipva ijiip Jcrfl «i babiapn tsd bnfi
Irfiia f n<*f»oonno7 >jonev ai

-5»ifn,rt>p bof. baio/oqqa «i,w ad nadw ,8tj8j

5f!£ fnxia'I sdf lt> « bano?a
-oi i.'tf .iK .mnnycO fak<^ wb,Dild«q,
ifcijomaci ^wrrjsjpx bc/fi lnab7£ fin ekaiiat

£ sj r»d knwiJinq inafoiv * lop Tfgno’rfj

,
«filuq(>q V7£#v -ftj bfj£ aiaantm Ififnas >» num

. >tji.7£’fio *aoifio «J(i n< Lnc ajs^i * ei; riiod ^

doe

^vi r rfpinrfO .3 ,M ro*mtJ;a4i"
Ofl0 il bn* .lootjot lo ia3bnaj^)Eij|)^
l*0(jpflijH['’>rli'lof «H!raafl£.W to fnroH fodllT**
-lani fcc^, sH inobfinimonab eirl To
lOlrfaofrb , j annA ft«iW ,0581 .xlyt ni bah
(ntlHaofiJoM) *97*3ifeM bn*

<0
•AWqbbiiirf'/'jo .ioa«M

);•' f i *,

.

• •'•{»

a

.
-/tW ni lood Rjsv/ ,V:H0{
3£v< i)H .TOol .!£ iodTTipifja<J,nal^fff,fn‘^''^<^

Ibl Cm' :.' .dTiaH mfo[.To blida vffro o/ij

-vJiiPwl io 03„ Xbiia prfl tft pofthou* *
lo- peu.w pftJ oj noilovab ?M ni ^io4 -

?*Yf S081 <ti7p'/pl Vfoilpx 9iil nadW yXiiiinmud
basoqxa aiaw odw Ji bvqkoaa wal tfedl 1*1«1 ot
arfl no ,n*m Jtnt^ox nidi .aanpi/i^fii xlb*»b
.Topyj. f><io«qi07q bos jiiand * lo iloduaidi
ebnphl is^b bo* abia aid xd aliw. gnivoi *a diiw
ndj baipjfJu bo* xw baoioi ,fflid feawo^
bn* dliw bnc ^^Tooq aril Iq aabodi*^
JIpI «vofi tinaw ifarii 03 oohoMl*
3* .X«e .nwob tniii dpuiJe riuab
J*dl wood nadj oda.bib alJJiJ Jaal Tipch
moiod tad noqo aealqbri fapojisf odv blidi J«di
.tr.ab oe tad oj itolcopa * ad xfib ano btuoW
.el«h3 adl U*. obi,loax tails tsav ,miri 'wi« arfS

•snimnv/ lo^.A IV3J ,3TT3j6t»^|
XtGioif^ bob aasaq oHJ lo aaiifio^ ,!!uj

,XJnoo3 waK tol bne pi ,DiIdu'i . —

^

adtaa .qldiowot x^IO ni mod enWlS--.
bohnaoaab st aH .^481 ,;F.t .30A ..oD’^ ^

allafoltaH n*at (not) floi^taoog dixie 'ad3-«i
^'til saitai^/H oi^ boJ4;rgifB3 odw,laforiitj^,io
owl .alivraid dliw vdc^ tcax rti>>n*i3
isdl oi bi)<f|i9e »«'<33d3usb aatdi b/i* aoo*

""

ebief/tatU Aidqbbfilid^ lo rjbijioq. ^ ^
hincbnaaeab adT .xJaopo edtaffolnt baJaap^

'

'

bos .woH^mun, aliup p,* a3lpfo3taa'’n*ai lo'
bns .fiiftRvfe^noa^ ni badlae^xnBtariaa avi»tf

‘

as t«l 6e pJrtpoa aidl iti fottohsioH adl
-oltafl dj 'iXo»^ eidt motl aie‘‘'’v'oh^

'
*'

^olaji^i aidf >0 laaldoe<adJ lo^tadljrf^rfi
‘

lastl aotG£ adl lo oo»1i(Ckj * Aoquf'aabiaat vfon
<d baiqwooo bns baesdaxoq x^^^nt^nd »bnsl lo *

.iM .a3la(oJta« nsal .toleaofis Isntaisg, aid !

«fiw ,da;od« aidl 1« l-ivaidoe adl ali;loli^,
a/U babnalis bos^joitsl Vtadlsl eid noqti batsat*
-tuol lo i>3« . adl Ihnw, adl lo aioodsit
Xtcoifoa^jooleiUiW ol inae *sw ad narfw oaai*
aoo b5oismai,ad atad ,.e«e|4 ,no3qmfidias3 Is
fePtaTtO «sw Xtiaoltoqqo adl dguodJ >bns .tso^

'

sctuoa inft/gai £ aonrinoa bns ms/nat ol mid
bamoiai bns bsmi>ab ad .agailoa dsootdl
ilai af{ amod J* xsJ» Wax wal s tailA .a/norf
fxa .eaiela- ntaleaw adl dguoidl xamuo( « iol
.0*40 lo eaifiie adl dgucndi qitl aid, gnibriW <

adl jjfdfovBH ^wol bno .eionilll ^;sn«bni-«
-nop alcyhq -xd aJuoii adi<=lo noilioq lalcatj^ 1*

doua ai W aaiaijjm>t bus ^
l^^vr •i/ii isJ4 "

7“" “•

f

1.

i Rf

i!
“

'

1'^

I
t' •

h.
>t i

J

Kaw adl lo env/oJ Pdl es titoilsquppqT'
, ,

Wf .slnsvkxflna'iol bamolat bn* .babtolls
pih««3tam adl ni bogsgna nadl aH -SiSi 3 «
lo^ ago adl H btus .anjod eid tsan caanieoda
eeiM ol agrdttdlh ni balino i^w ,ano-xlnaw# \

,
2btod^ bhiax^ Vtaldgush .sekoj sppadaU ^
.-nop aH ,x^nuo3^^taa .qidenvroT xiiwA lo
.edei Ifinii eiioainq aliinsaiam ni baunit
adl 01 tadiotd tabJa ns diiw Jnow ad nadw
Sftiip-aqemq n no obstoIoD bp anoigpi anintm
bpiqoppo oiws^ttsax owT ":qh4, gaitrioj bos-^
-m nl brts ,xtoihtaT adl l^^poim blog adl ni

S-f'.



BIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT. 507

all the vicissitudes of life, a model man, in I

honor, in affection, in wisdom and in his devo-
|

tion to her lonely home. After spending a
|

few years at the common scliools he was sent

while a mere boy to Philadelphia to learn a I

mechanical business, because he had manifested
i

an early fondness and a remarkable skill in

the use of tools. But what is a city life to an

apprentice boy !’ It has many roads. The
paths of dissipation, of idleness and ruin are

open to all. But these had no attractions for

him. There are nobler walks that attract the

few. These he found and loved and followed, i

Young Ferris, even in early life, had a massive I

development of the intellectual and moral .

regions of the brain. To minds of this cast
j

schools are not essential. The boy educates
I

himself. Access to a good library is all he
j

asks. When his task was finished in the city

and he came to his native place to establish

himself in business, he was astonished to find

that his reputation as a man of high moral

worth and stern integrity had reached the town

before him. He was offered, without solicita-
|

tion, all the money he needed to engage in busi-
j

ness. He succeeded beyond his most sanguine

anticipations. He had scarcely passed the

prime of life when an ample fortune induced

him to retire from his profession. But not to

rest! Then, as it ever will be, I presume,

many widows needed a wise, honest and

patient counselor. And wherever they in-

quired for one they were generally advised

to go to John Ferris. And these were his

clients that kept him busy even to the last

month of his eventful life. Without compen-
sation, in the storms of winter, and in the

heats of summer, he was ever faithful, ever

watchful of their interests and welfare. His
j

extensive learning, his unquestioned ability,
|

and great experience enabled him to answer

many abstruse questions, which perplexed and

worried even astute lawyers. He spoke from

an intuitive comprehension of what the law

should be, and after days of toil among their

books, the lawyers to their surprise, generally
j

found that he was correct. With a mind ca-
j

pable of moulding into harmony the discord- i

ant elements of an empire, he turned from all
i

worldly preferment and in the seclusion of a
|

happy home, every moment, not absorbed by

business or company, was devoted to the
;

acquisition of knowledge. Scarcely a work of
|

any value escaped him. With a mem^ory sel-

dom equaled by others, he made himself ac-

quainted with the arts and sciences, with

history, governme,nt, biography, travels and

general literature. What a lesson his life

should be to every fatherless boy. Will you

not learn from him, that prosperity and honor,

and the profound respect and love of others

cannot be conferred upon you by family, by
friends or by fortune, equal to that which can

be won by industry, by self reliance, and a

decent regard for all the feelings—all the re-

finements of society. We cannot close this

sketch without a few words upon the kindness

of his heart. Honest and sincere charity

never appealed to him in vain. And there

was scarcely a little child, or horse, or dog in

his neighborhood, that did not know him well,

and did not listen, with evident pleasure, for a

pleasant word from him as he passed them
by. This was the result of the harm.onious

development of all the noble faculties of his

nature. He was certainly a remarkable man.

His self government seemed absolute and

perfect. The passions and propensities of the

mind were held in stern subjection by an in-

domitable will. Hence the more you asso-

ciated with him the more you learned to love,

honor and respect him. To the stranger this

picture may seem too strongly drawn,but not so

to those who were intimately acquainted with

him. And who should know better about him

than I do ? His mother was a sister of my fath-

er, and from that cause alone we were thrown

very much together. My affections had no

brother but him all the days of my life. He
was the first to teach me to fly a kite, to set a

snare, to sail a miniature frigate upon the

placid waters of my rural home. He died in

the city of Wilmington on the 2d day of Sept.,

1882. Charles Harlan, M. D.

V^ORTER, CAPTAIN DAVID H ., was

born in New Castle county, Feb. 19,1805.

He was a nephew of the late Commodore
Porter of the U. S. Navy. Capt. David

H. Porter served in the U. S. Navy un-

til he had attained the rank of Lieutenant.

He entered the Mexican Navy while that

country was engaged with Spain in her strug-

gle for independence. On the lOth of Peb.

1828, while commanding a brig of war of

twenty-two guns and one hundred and thirty-
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six men, he engaged two Spanish brigs of su-

perior force,and was victorious over their united

strength. On the same day a Spanish frigate,

of fifty-four guns, and five hundred men, at-
^

tacked him while in a crippled condition, and

after a desperate action of two hours and

twenty minutes, his ammunition being ex-

hausted, Capt, Porter surrendered to save his

brave crew. The frigate continued her fire.

As the colors of the brig had been twice shot

away. Captain Porter was in the act of hoist-

ing them, when he was killed by a grape shot

passing through his body. He fell in the

twenty-third year of his age, after as gallant

a battle as history records. His remains rest

in the new cemetery of Wilmington, Del.

REAT, CHARLES HENRY, of the

firm of Huxford and Company, Frank-

ford,was born in Frankfort, Maine, July

15, 1841, the eldest son of Henry and

Abby (Treat) Treat. His father, an

extensive commission niercliant at the citv of

Cardenas, Cuba, is a gentleman widely known
|

and highly respected. His wife died in 1843.

The Treat family have always been hardy,

enterprising and intelligent, and for genera-

tions have exercised much influence in the

State. Many of them have filled high official

stations. Charles H. Treat showed, at an ex-

tremely early age, a great fondness for books,

but it was the desire of his father that he
]

should devote himself to a strictly business
j

career. His strong natural bias could not, 1

however, be controlled, and he had decided

when very young, that whatever was his busi-

ness in life he would yet have a good educa-

tion. He prepared for college at the East

Maine Conference Academy, at Huxford, op-

posite Fort Knox. In 1862 he entered the

Sophomore class of Dartsmouth, College and

graduated A. B., in 1865. During his vaca-

tions he taught with great success. He was

now about entering Harvard Law school, it

having been his long cherished desire to enter

the legal profession, when he yielded to the

entreaties of his father to take charge of a

large business enterprise, which was the manu-

facture of hogsheads, shooks and boxes, and

of lumber, exporting them from Maine to i

Cuba and importing in return cargoes of sugar
|

and molasses. In a few years he had over 250
|

hands under his control, and the business
j

aggregated over $300,000 annually. It was

finally made hazardous by the continued re-

bellion in Cuba, and Mr. Treat turned his at-

tention to the south where he believed enter-

prises could be started that would be attended

with less risk. He had proceeded as far as

Delaware when he found there the material he

desired in such abundance, and the people so

cordial, that he finally decided to remain and

establish, in Frankford, the factory of Huxford

& Company,Veneer, Basket and Plaque Works,

of which in the Industrial Department a full

account is given. The kindness and cordiality

of the Delawareans thus led the stranger to

cast in his lot among them, and to open up in

their midst a business that will, doubtless,long

continue to prove the avenue of prosperity to

many ofits people. Mr. Treat is a Republican, a

man of broad views
;
and as a patriotic and ef-

fective orator was in great demand in the cam-

paigns, and as such has longbeen prominently

and favorably known in north-east and middle

States. He was trained in the Congregational

church in whose doctrines he is a firm believer,

and has been largely identified with the tem-

perance movement. He is an able and fluent

speaker, and has done much effective work in

the cause.. He was married, in 1866, to Miss

Frances E., daughter of Harry and Margaret

Huxford, of Brooks, Maine, a near relative of

ex-Senator, James W. Nesmith, of that State.

They have three children
;
Mabel, Gail and

Gertrude.

e-(^ESLEY, ALLEN VOORHEES, M.
(jIiI^D., late State Senator, was born in

Philadelphia, June 17, 1882. Both his

parents were natives of the same city.

His father, Peter Lesley, of Scotch line-

age, w'as a cabinet maker by trade, and in

later years the Secretary and Treasurer of the

Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Company.

He married Elizabeth O. Allen, a lady of En-
glish descent. Allen V. Lesley was from very

early life an enthusiastic student, and gained

a great proficiency in the classics. He gradu-

ated with distinguished honors from the

University of Pennyslvania, after which he

resided for a short time on a farm belonging

to his father, near Delaware City. In 1841 he

removed to Brooklyn, and from there to

Feltonville, N. Y., for the practice of medicine

and surgery. He there married, in 1844. his
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BIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT.
5'^

cousin, Miss Jane Lesley Voorhees, and

shortly after returned to Delaware, locating

in New Castle, where he erected a beautiful

residence, surrounding it with charming
grounds, and entered upon a course of medical

practice in which he was eminently success-

ful. He excelled in social intercourse and

made many friends
;
but he had the misfortune

to lose his wife to whom he was most fondly

attached, and from that time all these pleasures

and the honors that were paid him, lost their

charm. Pie sought relief in foreign travel,

his acquaintance with different languages en-

abling him to visit many countries with

satisfaction and profit In the course of years

he wandered over nearly every part of the

globe, his abundant means affording him every

opportunity to gratify his highly cultivated

tastes. He was at one time State Senator from

New Castle county, and was chosen speaker

of that body. Early in life he became identi-

fied with the Masonic Order, and was an en-

thusiastic and zealous worker in its behalf. At
the grand communication of the Grand Lodge
of Delaware, held June 27, 1863, he was unani-

mously elected Grand Master of the Order,

and at the Grand Convocation of the H. R.

A. Chapter of the State, he was unanimously

chosen Grand High Priest. His grief continued

to wear upon him, and, finally, with his

habits of severe study and frequent travel,

affected his health. In his pleasant home he

was a long time confined, a constant sufferer

from complicated disorders, from which he was

released by death, Nov. 7, 1881, at the age of

fifty-nine.

J^ARSH, JOSEPH WEST, M. D., of

i Lewes and Rehoboth hundred, was

born in the house where he now resides

Dec. 6, 1839. His father. Dr. Erasmus

D. Marsh, born Sept. 13, 1807, it is

supposed in the same house, studied medicine

with his father. Dr. Joseph Marsh, and upon

examination was licensed to practice medi-

cine by the Delaware State Medical Society

in 1831. For nearly forty years he was a lead-

ing physician of Sussex county, loved and

respected as widely as he was known. Besides

his large practice he superintended the culti-

vation of his home-farm of nearly 300 acres.

He married, in 1830, Miss Susan B., daughter

of Hugh Caldwell and Susanna (Packer) Cox,
an old and highly respectable family of New
Jersey. They had eight children

;
Hugh

Caldwell, in the marble and slate business,

Philadelphia
;
Mary Plllen, wife of James M.

Martin, a merchant of Cool Spring
;
Emily

Burton, who married Samuel Paynter, and

died, July 4, 1878; Dr. Joseph West
;
Thomas

Purnell, deceased
;
Theodore Wilson, merchant

at Nassau
;
Erasmus, and William Wolf, M.

D., a graduate of Jefferson Medical College,

but now devoted to farming. Dr. Erasmus D.

Marsh died. Sept. 7, i866. His widow, now
in her seventy-ninth year, lives with her son.

Dr. Joseph W. The grandfather of the last

named. Dr. Joseph Marsh, owned the old

homestead, now occupied by this grandson,

and lived there the later years of his life. He
was the leading physician in that section of

the county for many years. He was born, Jan-

15, 1781, and died, March 17, 1832. His first

wife was Mary, daughter of Joseph and Eleanor

West, by whom he had six children
;
Naomi

West, who married Daniel Fisher
;
Hetty Ann,

who married John Fletcher
;
Dr. Erasmus D.

j

David Gray, who married Elizabeth Hill, and

now resides in Wheeling, Va.; Lydia Eleanor,

who married Wolsey Burton and Joseph who
married Ruth P. Cox, a sister of Mrs. Dr. Eras-

mus D. Marsh. After the death of his wife

Mary, June 17, 1816, Dr. -Joseph Marsh married

Naomi Lank, by whom he had two children,

Peter and Mary. Mary married Hammond J.

Lingo. Becoming again a widower. Dr. Marsh

married Mrs Annie Way
.
(«(?<? Shankland)

widow of John Burton, by whom he had

three children
;
James P. Wilson, John Alfred,

and Sarah Ann May, now widow of Benjamin

Virden. The parents of Dr. Joseph Marsh
were Peter and Polly Marsh. Peter was the

son of Capt. Peter Marsh who came from

England with two or three brothers and set-

tled in Rehoboth
;
where the brothers settled

is not known. Capt. Peter Marsh, his wife,

Mary, and many of their descendants rest in

the old family burial place at Rehoboth city.

Of seventy of the graves the names are known,

and there are also some old graves not known.

Two family bibles that he brought with him

from England are still in e.xistence, and also a

powder horn, marked “P. M. 1716." The horn

is now owned by Dr. J. W. Marsh. He ac-

quired a good English education at the acade-
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510 HISTORY OF DELAWARE.

mies of Lewes and Georgetown, and read

medicine one year with his father. Entering

Jefferson Medical College in 1859, he gradua-

ted with the class of ’61. and commenced
practice in partnership with his father, which

continued till the death of the latter, since

which time he has been the leading physician

of his section, having a very large practice

which extends over a wide area. He is be-

side interested in farming having 35 acres with

the homestead and 75 acres beside, which he

cultivates, mostly devoted to cereals. He is

a member of the State Medical Society, is

Democratic in politics, and the family are

Presbyterians. Dr. Marsh, by his skill and

high character, has acquired an enviable repu-

tation and is one of the most reliable and

successful physicians of the State.

AY, WINFIELD SCOTT, Editor and

« Proprietor of Ihe Middletouni Trans-

cript, was born near Port Deposit, Cecil

county, Md., Nov. 14, 1847. His

father, Samuel F. Way, was in early

life a farmer, and afterwards, as a daguerrian,

traveled through the middle and southern

States. He was prominent in the Whig party

in Cecil county, but after its dissolution took

little interest in politics. In 1863 he removed

to Town Point,second election district of that

county, and resumed farming
;
in 1868 and ’69

he was engaged in mercantile business. He
married Lizzie Nesbitt, of Scotch-Irish de-

scent, who died when this her only child was

nine months old. His grandfather was James,

son of John Way, a Quaker family of Chester

county, Pa. James Way was a plasterer by

trade, and came early in life to Cecil county,

where, later, he engaged in farming, which he

continued till within a few years of his death,

in 1875. He was the brother of Rebecca Way
Taylor, mother of the late Bayard Taylor.

She is still living at an advanced age at Ken-

nett Square, Pa. The wife of James Way was

Rachel Barrett, and they had four children
;

Caleb, Samuel F., John and Kate. Caleb and

John died leaving no children. Kate married

Samuel Harvey Jack, who held the office of

Surveyor for Cecil county several terms. Both

are now dead. Winfield S. Way was brought

up by his grandfather, and worked on the

farm, attending the district school at Liberty

Grove in winter, and in 1862 spent one term

at the Newark Academy. He was a close

student, improving well his few advantages,

and was passionately fond of reading. In 1863

he entered, as an apprentice, the office of the

Ctcil IV/u'^ Rt Elkton, but remained only two
months. At the age of seventeen he sent his

first newspaper contribution to the New York
Weekly Mercury. It was accepted, and he

contributed regularly to the paper for six or

seven years : also contributed to the Nezv

York Weekly, and Southern Ploine journal. In

1870 he purchased his father’s store in Town
Point and conducted it till 1877, and in 1876

was engaged in mercantile business also in

Chesapeake City-.- In May, 1877, he went to

Colorado and spent nearly five months, as

correspondent of New York and Baltimore

papers. In October of that year he purchased

of Edward Reynolds the Middletoivn Tran-

script which he has since successfully con-

ducted. It has greatly increased, under his

management, in circulation and influence, and

his paragraphs and humorous sketches have

been widely copied. Mr. Way has served

three years as Secretary of the Peninsula

Agricultural and Bornological Association of

Middletown, which holds its Annual Fair at

that place. He was elected Secretary of the

Peninsula Press Association at its re-organiza-

tion four years ago, and has been re-elected at

every annual meeting since. He has served

one term of two years as President of. the

board of Town Commissioners, and is a director

of the Mutual Loan Association of Middle-

town. He was one of the organizers, and is

treasurer of the Irving Lyceum of that place,

the leading literary society of the state. A
Democrat in politics his paper is devoted to

the interests of that party. He was married,

in 1874, to Kate A., daughter of Christian

Pote of Philadelphia, and has one child
;
Liz-

zie Scott Way. Mr. Way has an acute and

vigorous mind, an easy flow of language and a

decidedly humorous vein that greatly enlivens

his paper. His paragraphs and sketches writ-

ten under the noin de plume of “ The Bald

Headed Editor ’ are eagerly watched for and

enjoyed. He has taken and maintains a high

social position, and is greatly respected by the

community.



\JT?HjU 1© fonff^ Johieib ort^- ^nlbn^ix
'&^rrv t08( tfi Das ,,*»Joiv/ aj‘ (>VQ*iiO

5*oh £ »r'U {>U j^rfj i«;
,>a3£ifievL»fl 'W'll ahi It-jw guiw^^mi t^n^busk

nl •^rtihKsi l<j bfl.3l yJ'jjAnoIntq *r.w bffcF

t<U >o jv^iHo silJ .^pjinaiQqj; «£ *£ .bdisJna.Aii
on '^[no b6(M/ n>:.i#ud Sgv»\^J
0ul lijae ad naa>oava^- lo t>il5 iA Hthbr^m
>ltnY ;/aK ‘jdj oi iJc4jucf)iJuo> T:pqcq8W5n Wnfl

b£« bira fnv©j5anc!W0 bajn eawaTio ^saim
^nHaJA3^ 'id/jjt) ano

Vif ,9^81 oi agoJIqD jra;^9M no^V^lbC
i>9,3Aamff»6i biu ,«&' I0 ad3 jdJiv/
rfaiHv/ ,iariJx3 Aid dJfy/ qirfrjarmJsq fii aqii^ciq
s5fTi^..,iaJliiI adJ lo' djflab arfj lii:3 bauiiiiAOd
fT£i3b^(fftj( .jrfj naaciv*cd »rt i>mr3 ilai/fw
93JJ5ijiq aj|i4l £ yiiveif .noibaii t>id >0
“»d -«i aH .£916 abiw £ i'jvo «bna3>ta d;»idv
H3iw «aT»e gnlvfiri gAiniwlni baizaiaJaf abia
itti diidw bnjj 'bfiajfeafc^orf, arU
*;j

sH .«l£a7*J3 of bt>Jov6b \hzom ,esi£yiittio
ai adrlo
ai£ XlinsAl ^if'f ba£ ^Diiiloq Ai oiii;iy6(n^'
bfi6 Uiyt6 Bid vd ^tCI/
uqM 9ld£ivA» in; sarbiaj^eifiri^.H^UI
buB aid^iat sdj to- ano 6i bn© n'oil^a

', *./> * /***,^^ ^ sitshU^(d<i

ad bft£ .baJqaaat tuw }\

•io^y.l? 7A> taq^q adl pi bshidiilnoy
9fil oi tj!f1i)djtj(too navaz

nl
byjji

rtwoT ni aroJa e’ladi^.l vid ljoe£d^T*/q ail o\8i
d\^>i ni bni ibi j'l' hotSubnpo hns irth^
ni ofsia afilnjoyi^/A ni bSgcpna *67/
Qi ia'^y/ 9(i

*6 .-’riinom ©va yf7£3n jnaqx hnn obcioIoD
Mto{i;iiIii{'i bns >l7oy v/oP^ lo Inabnoqaanoa
b->?6,ri*jinq ad itay JbHj io ladoJjO n|

»vi50.'»'A.'tot\r. 3dj ebjonya^J biKwbif Ip
-aoa yilul^esDaue" aant?. *£rl ad daidw
«d nabna .ba^Baioni s#d 3l

,
.bajDwfe

fciina .aanauftni h/:a poiji;jua7rj ni ,jnt*/Pa^icn6fu
avttd tuoiomnd bns fix/qaigmaq ?id

baviaft >£d\ vfiV/ ,iU .bat'qpa ybbiw naad
iduaninal adr io yisiaiasS as eiaa'^ -aairiJ
In noiinbpssA bns laiulluangA
1« ik'i; IsvnnA. Mf^ebiori dsidw ,nwu#atbbiM
-=/h )o yiaJaiaa^ baJaab a^w aH .aacKq j/:rii

-pxjtuimO’ii kii J6 norjBtaoseA .a/Sat^ art/anbj

3Bb©io3b-aT n:'9d a^/I bnK ,0^8 «6ay w/.d ,»bjj

ec(i f>H .»&nie Ui/fiqt
arl? >0 ytisbbai'^J »fl pv/3 lo aoo
^plavTtb s «i brfK ,riMiPifeai/n/no3 nv/oT lo bifiod
-M’Mf: ’io nchrJ'jo^sA nficpj UsjUjI/. a/l3 \o
hi bfii :iir)xinrj^w arii lo ©npg/r<v,aH .nv*pj-

.ajf.iq tiiff-J )c fj5(j57YvI sdj Ip -73it*afiat3

A aiii ybixii; ‘OKisJii sftihjiai 9dj
01 Uiovab ii r^qAq s-itl ^oiJifcq n\ Set

.bainu.-n aa-// oH )&fU arfj

<ui3«7ri3 1o laJ/iauab ,.A aJs^ c>J ai

“XiJ ;blirf3 ©no t^ad btui ,fiidqbb£li/t^ to aJoT
bo« aluac nc' esd yuV/ ,iM .ysV; ijoo3 ais

8 bnfi 3^fiU5fO«l )o woft yao© nn ,bn;jn enoicab
inaviloa yiSBaig itrfj nisv tupromud ylfaabiwb
”liiw aad^adia bn& cdqGi^^BTBq *iH .laq^q tid
bUa " lo Mtut ari^ lobffu n^T
bn* 7oi badoJGw xha^a t>M’'To3ii>3 babsaH
ila»li « iiiiiiJnicm ^nc nfebU w»rf aH' ,bjr{oin9
adJ yd bai^aaqeai yiisaij et ba&,hol3(8oq Iguo*

*’
<^, 4 .yJrnuminou.

B

bn6 i0Jib3 ,rro:58 a ,YA

-

mU V 'sobixjOii'^ I
liaaUrJia’bqaCl j^pa inan mod ?f£Wj?7t<^m
iffH ,^i .V0V4 <.hM jVJAiiobSii
yhsa ni t&vr ".yBW hnro«2 .ladjaV _ ..

,n£m9«^£b^£ f)sb«W5on* bn© ,i3mi4'« alii

niodJupa bnj»‘ i^tbb:Ifin utij figucnrfj^ babvl^
yiicq SidW 9(h at tt(»nimpiq bjbw oK ^ .«53£jg
jlooJ-npUulofc«ib"ti3i ip31« jad ,xJmio3 liaaO nl

bavomai ad aT .eaiiilbq. ni j«»73jni >jls0
Udf >0 h>>TJtib noi^pab bnoaae.inioH nwof oi
9^ bf*-* SbSi 4 * bns ^yini/od
aH .^reanfeiid

^
a{ijn£3io^ ni .ba||c:^n9 asw arf

-3b diitJ-HDloia lo .JiidasJl 9issU,babi£4A5j
?£W Milb xiap i9ti gfch nsliw barb oriw ,inaM
,*afr!£|^ <fiw fodifilbntig aiH .bio edinora anta

lo i9}t6uQ. £ ,yfiW ndb^ I0 noa
yd ja*w;*8lq asv/ Mot6[ .£<1 .yjnooa •

.ylnuoa ibaO pit/lil ft} yHaa anifia bna 3b«ii
ad daiaw .sftjfaiiVni art Asifil .anadw
j,dj«3b fcifi ld-.^7«ax wal £.nidliwllii L^niJneo

AaijadaH I0 larfjoid pilj ££vr. atij -2X8* ni'

.iQlyxT btayea sj^ adj Ip larfiom .7bix»T
-093 is 5j^ ba^nsvbs ns jp snivH liijaafadg
*«y/ ysW eamsVlo ariT>: Va*! .aisupS’jiaa

; n^blJrfp iwpl bad yod|'*t»n«\339ii£a fod3£3
bni dolsD .^3ji3 bns ftdo[ . 3 hutneS .daTsD
bamsm picX .nsibliib* On gnivsol balb odo^
to 93fft® arfj bbd oHv ,>(:j£|, ^v7sH hum*^
dioS .ettnsi ls7^9k yim/ba iioaD to! ipyay7«2 '

id^u^d esv^<|W ;^bbftniVA .b£dfa'*^yofl ais
bodio^ lbiis yjadi£i^ fjd s^d qii



BIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT.

UNN, EZEKIEL, Retired Merchant oi

Philadelphia, was born on the homestead

farm, called “Great Geneva,” near Cairi-

den, August 26, 1810. Plis father,

tlzekiel Hunn, Sr., a prosperous farmer

and a leading member of the Society ol

p’riends, was a great abolitionist and assisted

many poor fugitives from the house of bond ige.

He met with many interesting experiences,

well worthy of record, and which should be

preserved to his honor, and as illustrative of

the times and the people. Plis wife was

Tabitha, daughter of Henry Newell of Mur-

derkill Neck, a family remarkable for their

beauty and noble appearance. The women
were considered faultless and greatly admired.

Mr. Newell was especially striking and distin-

guished in appearance. Mr. Ezekiel Hunn,

Sr., had four children ; the farm on which his

son Ezekiel now resides was owned by the

grandfather of the latter, Jonathan Hunn, as

early as the middle of the last century. It is

a fine landed estate on St. Jones’ creek and

was called “Wild Cat” from the jungle wild

cat that then infested it. It was the site of

an ancient Indian town and burial ground,

and numerous arrow-heads, axes, tomahawks,

etc., are still found upon it, and the bones of

the buried Indians are frequently exhumed.

Mr. Hunn was sent till the age of fourteen to

the Westtown Friends’ boarding school near

Philadelphia, and was then apprenticed to

Townsend Sharpless in that city to learn

mercantile business, which completing at

twenty, capital was advanced to him by his

guardian, Richard Cowgill, and he engaged in

the wholesale silk and fancy goods business

on Market street below Third. Sometime
afterwards he purchased ground and erected

the buildings at 109 Market and 20 North

4th St, where he was greatly prospered, and

in 1846 retired from the business. He owned

a portion of a silver mine near Middletown,

Conn., and also invested largely in nickle and

cobalt mines in the same state. He afterwards

went into partnership with his father-in-law,

Townsend Sharpless, but in time his health

failed from too energetic and close application

to business, and he retired to his farm, “Wild
Cat.” When he came of age he sold all his

patrimony in Delaware but this, which he pre-

sented by deed to the lady who afterwards

became his wife. He was married in 1S36, to
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Miss Lydia Jones, daughter of Townsend
Sharpless, merchant of Philadelphia, the head

of the world-famed house of Sharpless in the

last generation, who was also a Friend and a

pliilanthropist. The union was a very happy

one. They have four children
;
Townsend

Sharpless
;
Henry, a merchant in New York

;

Ezekiel Hunn Jr., a leading lawyer of Phila-

delphia, and Mary, wife of George Wood, of

the firm of R. D. Wood and Sons in the

above city.

URDLE, WILLIAM WILSON, Capi-

talist and P'armer, Indian River hun-

dred, was born not far from his present

residence, P’eb. 6, 1822. His father,

Jacob Hurdle, a butcher and farmer,

was born in Virginia in 1780, and came in

early manhood to Indian River hundred, where

he married Valinda, daughter of Isaac and

Nebecca Joseph, of one of the oldest families

of Sussex. Five of their seven children grew

to maturity
;
Lettie, died unmarried

;
Joseph

Chambers, a farmer
;
Willicim Wilson

;
Jacob

Fisher, a farmer, and Eliza Ann, in charge

of the sewing department of the Byrd Asylum
near Philadelphia. Mrs. Hurdle died in July,

1842. In 1843 Mr. Hurdle married Mrs. Walker.

She died in 1854. The father of Jacob was

Joseph Hurdle, who came from England and

settled in Virginia, where he spent his life

and raised a family. Mr. William W. Hurdle

grew up on his father’s farm and attended the

schools of the locality, but to the reading and

and study of later years he owes his education,

mainly. He remained at home till his mother’s

death in 1842, soon after which he married and

commenced farming on his own account on

sixty acres of land given him by his father,

and his home was just across the road from

where he now lives. He soon after commenced
the purchase of land which he has continued

till now
;
he owns about 2,000 acres, 1600 of

which is in one body. On this he lives and

cultivates 160 acres
;
the rest is in ten farms

and is rented, all of it under excellent cultiva-

tion. He built his commodious residence in

1857. In connection with farming, he has for

many years bought and butchered cattle, and

this business, which has been largely wholesale,

has been profitable. By carefulness, industry

and economy, he has been very successful in

life and is one of the leading farmers of Sus-



b«3«a^T lo
jjibxJr* (wiiK

»«»« >«u i» f(n»rioti^m ,c4fai^i«rlti'
uHi ni f.i'xfqtfitfii W aeuoW bgirt^^bho*// ‘jflj V
r. -* 04* hnvh’i £ o#Ji! wf,#/ oiiw .r:oi3£isftv^t| j^j^j

xq<j£(i >jiyy £ V ^yjrtu »WT .J«{qoirftfJci;iIij
b'fjar.woT

, <rjH*!iih lUoTT t>ired \s>rfT . .afio
wsi<f (II

fi

•fcwft’i >o rr( /.wf Jjoib^yaf « nn^H
,lv>cW 1o ^i'*f ,-nK?/l bnp .r^Wqisb

I!1 8oq;^ tsf,fi .jjooY/ (I JJ

_ , 3VodjB

I • 1

-jafl'J .ko>j[7/ ^:AUJiW y^.M:^Tj pB
-n'j;l ijviyj njiibnj LriJt isiU}

*

Jno^;37q Sid mot) IS,} ion nimi ^ew
. nriul siH f

.rjflm.,1 hn« ^ .aJbiwH do?ct
r.i 3OT£3 br.ft ni nr mod acw
9i5dy/ .bsTb/itvi vr/iS nfiibnioi boodn^m yh^-,
bo£ 3££el lo ,£bn|ffiV hshum' :»d
€-Jilirnd} ijtobio srfj )o ooo )o ,if(jt‘so]^ 65»9d‘3>i
w:>iV n^iJdida tusHj lo -&vn .xsaene lo
nq^«n(

^ bom^mnij bsib .sbaa.I ix^hutem ci
u>uiirjvi/

; laimu fi ,&:j^drn<;ri0
m .nnA ££ii3 bns s

muiy«A biyfl siislo jnomhoqab ^niwog odi lo
,vi«|,- ni bsib sltii/H .nM .^irfqbbfiliri^ i8on
,T5:IIi;W.eVM bshT-.m slbiwH £^gi nl ,Sjv8l

dooiti lo tj^T 42^.1 'ni bolb aii^
hn-i bncl^nH (aoii o^mso odv/ .aJbwH riqaaoC
?lil Riri sn^qa mf ^^sdv .nhi^tlV ni "b»b]oe
albivM ,W ntsUhV/ .yHmtl s
SfH bpLai^m hns mttil t'^i2dul,fld no qw wyr^
bnr. anibwi oril ol.lwrf ,yj:b:>0J arfj >> sloodjg
f"yiJs:tubo eid dH lo ybim bnu
7 .! lAfo iff! fbj 3fr;o/i ja bsnifm»7 &H -xinirm

bns bsh-sfifii sd riaid-^ lojle noog .-tSi nj dsc-ab
»niJOJ3£ a>«o iid no snicmal btfStt-mjrt>o>

.7:wIt£1 jiJd yd fin;d navi^ bn^I lo Sin9B yj^fe
mMl bioT aec/jo£ j*-ut ^.w emoK »iil bn«
b j'jn i>mmo9 lafla noos .-iH .gsvH v/o-n.^-d yi4jiv/

>:

. w'

'i,.|

tSwti.jHOD ead riolrfw bnoi lo sdl
io cxidi .EsiSfi 000^ loodfi snwo orf ; won i(ij
bn* «i)vil ori si/ii nO ,ybod w»o ft} ei doiifw
eitnaVnaj ni ti }«»t orlj'; *053* o^u e^j*vijlfto
-^vijlfto Jaalbojco^^bno il Wlfs.bsjnan eJ hftc
ni sansbbsi eiioiboraaioo «id ilkid aH noU
>ol tiiH^sd ,gnifm«l riJiw noilaannoo nl .yg8i
bn* .oljjfto boiodajod bn« id)guo<i yn^ni
^absoloriw xbatiil caod «*rl rioidvr ,e^nteud«Jd4
XJJ^bni .wanlubiM yH .aldcja^iq asad iad
ni lulcesooue yiav naad and od ^ymonoaa bda
-*u2 lo 3nib«9l 9di;}o,ano at bns aiil

lb JwdorjM i.J3I5I33ii^
ur(i»l«>ftiod udf no dto<tiexv/f,siHiiiil^{f','}

rmu^ viM '*,svon 9^ bi»riio?.'in«l

4iH x>i8i "‘,}Vt ,nab *

wmt£l iu^imq « ,^7j^rndnH7i-jU9xB
to \iolv^ arftolo /^nlb*yf i
b?^wa*4.bft«'^*Jftot3i(bda stw flbaahH

bnod lo Mifofl aril mpr? ^viJigwl
ti^rtamrjDtv snilRioainj yniim diiw
ad blwod* d9idv# ,bn£ .bioaat lo yif^ow |bw
lo avilmlpftlii t* bn< ,»oftod *i|^ oj boVT9t*ja

-low lo thw.pid ytnaii lo iaJd;yo£t> .tdjidijT
iiadl 10I oldadiumai yjjmsl * .dasVI
iiomow arfT .aan«7*oqqr oidofl bn«,yj«a3
•b aiibibft 3 bn« wofjloal b3iabW:> aiaw
-nilelb bftft anijlofe ylUiaaqaa e«w
,nnoH ,iK .sanmnaqqjs nj badiioj
gjrf doJrfw no imel adJ iimblida lool b«4 ,.i|
odi xdjhawo

,
a&Mf^ jsabiea-f won laidast no,”

aii.nnoH nsHunol .ioHaI adi lo
£i Jl tXttfJn^') IfifiJ adi lo^on/bim adl fen vlua,
bit* Jl&aia' ’«a«o| ,}2 no oj*},s baboftl^ona «'
Dbw alanwt adi mml bliW •* bolWgftw
lb alia odj eny? il baieialni na.dl }«rf}’
(bnoota kbod bnn nwoj ncibnl inaiw«*'o«-
,«dwfid*ffio3.‘i«»xft ,abcad-woi}ft aoo'wrmJn-.bn",''
loaciood odi bna noqft bni#ol Hil*
.bmurhio yildatipait ^ sftfiibnl bahod arfj

’

oi fioajaool lo 03/; alii tli? Jnoa tsvr nnoH .iM'
7§af3 loodo* ^nibi*od '*bi»|h3 nvro/sasW adl"-
GJ faadjn^jqqftyftsd, a«w fan* *£irfqiabafid!»

'

niifal oJ
.

yfii l£di •ftt" as^^i^^ndS bh'st*rt\wo3fe*J
}£ SftsiaJqcftoo' doidw .KRanij^od sbJnnyja^*!
Rid yd mid 03; bojtrsWjjs e«w injiqfip .yjnawi '

.

m b'^egna »d bn* JfigwoO bwdqlil ,nsimft<m,
eBsnieod «lH7ba X^oaI bnn jHI« sfja^ioriw adj iV
.bmUaiftOf: J>d<lT woL»d Jso-jje jajfiftM no
baJaaia bn* bftootg bos^doiiiq srf

dJ ioX o£ fans ja^itslv? ^t- Js eanibiind adJ
* ’

[bn* ,bm'H}eoiq brf ' awdw ,}2 djf
I

banwo aH ^aaniaud arf> moil nl
' ‘

.«wo3albfeiM -waft a«iih -javlie e lo noijioq *
bfls aljlom ni yiagiftlbaicavni oeU bnft,.nno3
sbiftWTajU aH am*£ bdj jii ea«im il^oo
,WftI.»hi-^l9(dt£l Rtd dJiw qideiaftjToq oJni'inaw
d)ifiad aid amtl ni tud ,aaaj[q7£dS bnasnwoT
noiUodqq* seob.bc^ aiiag^n, ©oJ moil bsii4

I

bliW aid 0/ baihai sd bos ttM^nhiid as
Hid ll£,b1o»;ad 9a0b.»mft3 ad nadV/ ’ .ssO
-aTq ad daidw .ejdi Jud aifivslaQ ni ^aomiiSsq

odw yfaftl adj 01 baab yd^bajna*
vi ,d^&t fti honfsai ww gH >aliw kid anicoad

I

r

!

L * v''iS‘;i5faii jhi

W’

V> -I'l
-

^1*



512 HISTORY OF DELAWARE.

sex county. In politics he was an old line
|

Whig, but joined the Republican party upon '

its organization, and during the war exerted

all h is influence to sav^e his country. He en-

listed in the 6th Regiment of Delaware volun-
j

teers, under Col. Jacob Moore, and was Cor-

poral of his company. For nine months he!

was with the regiment guarding the P. W. &
B. Railroad, and the prisoners at Fort Dela-

ware. He has been very active and influential

in the councils of both the Whig and Repub-
lican parties and has attended nearly all the

county and State conventions since before he

was of age. He was once on the county ticket

for assessor, and in 1880, was the census taker

of Indian River hundred. Mr. Hurdle was

married first in 1843 Miss Comfort Brir.ton,

daughter of Thomas H. Joseph of the same

place. Five of their seven children grew to

maturity
;
Annie Elizabeth, who married Silas

M. Warrington and died in 1871 ;
Isabella

Williams, married David P. Warrington, and

died in 1868, leaving one child, Susan, who

a farmer, and has one daughter; George Wash-
ington, died in 1871, in his twentieth year, and

Amanda Prudence, wife of John S. Veasey.

Mrs. Hurdle died Oct. 1
1 , 1867, and Mr. Hurdle

married, June 2, 1870, Hester Emily, daughter

of William W. Goslee of Indian River hundred.

ILSON, WILLIAM NAUDAIN, In-

surance Agent and ex-member of the

Levy Court of New Castle county, was

born on the “P'oard” farm, in Cecil

county, Md., being the second son of

William and Rachel (Naudain) Wilson. He
attended the public schools of his locality till

fourteen years of age, when he became a stu-

dent, for two years, in the Middletown Acad-

emy, followed by another two years in the

New London Academy, Chester county, Pa.

Returning home he engaged in farming with

his father, and three years afterward, on one

of his father’s farms near Middletown, known

as “ Homestead Hall.” He here showed the

enterprise and good judgment of a man of

more mature years, and managed that farm

with great success till i86i. About this time

he was induced to allow his name to be placed

on the sign of a store in the neighborhood, to

assist an embarrassed merchant, but Mr. Wil-

son was the loser by $2,000. Generous and

unsuspicious, he had no thought that an undue
advantage would be taken of his disinterested

act. He continued farming until 1870, when
he was elected, on the Democratic ticket, a

member of Levy Court of New Castle county,

for a term of four years. He was known as

the working member
;
quick at figures, the

problems relating to taxation, the details in

regard to roads, bridges and contracts he

solved with facility and accuracy. From 1870

to 1875, Mr. Wilson devoted himself, exclu-

sively, to the duties of his ofifice. For the

last three years he has added to his other busi-

ness that of agent for the Agricultural Fire

Insurance Company of New York State, and

has also been general agent for the Maryland
Life Insurance Company, of Baltimore, which

occupies much of his time. He is one of the

vice-presidents of the Irving Lyceum, of i\Iid-

dletowii, a literary society of high reputation.

With his brother, John T, Wilson, he is inter-

ested in the settlement of his father’s estate,

and the “ Brick Store Landing ” farm of 250

to them from their mother. This, with his

share of his father’s estate, real and personal,

places him in comfortable circumstances. For

several years Mr. Wilson took an active in-

terest in politics. As a speaker, he is fluent,

easy and forcible, and has won considerable

popularity. He is fond of music, and plays

well on several instruments, especially the

violin. He united with the Presbyterian

church of Middletown, in 1870. In manner,

he is dignified without ostentation, and his in-

telligent -countenance bespeaks the generous

and noble qualities of his heart.

ALDEMAN, REV. ISAAC MASSEY,
Pastor of Delaware Avenue Baptist

church, Wilmington, was born at Con-

cord, Delaware county. Pa., Feb. 13,

1845. 1852 his father, R. J. Halde-

man, removed his family to West Chester,

where he conducted a large and prosperous

mercantile business, and amassed a fortune.

He was a birthright member of the Society of

Friends, but in 1866, at the same time with

his son Isaac, who was then twenty-one years"

of age, he united with the Baptist Church, in

which he was from that time prominent. He
married Miss R. A. Massey, a lady of unusual

piety and intelligence, a descendant of the
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Frazers of Delaware county, originally from

Scotland. Their son Isaac M., received a

thorough academic education, and at the age

of nineteen entered into partnership with his

father, with whom he remained till he was

twenty-five, and whose desire was that he

should succeed him in the business. But his

tastes were entirely literary
;
his mother had

in his infancy devoted him to the ministry, and

carefully trained him with this hope in view,

and from the time of his conversion and bap-

tism, it was strongly impressed upon his own
mind that he must preach the gospel. Return-

ing from a tour through the west, he found his

church in the midst of a revival, and being

urged by his pastor, made his first public

attempt. At its conclusion fifteen rose for

prayers. His gift was quickly recognized, and

he soon received a call to the Baptist Church

at Brandywine, which being repeated the third

time, he accepted and was ordained. The
church had previously paid a salary of only

$400, but offered Mr. Haldeman $1,000.

During the four years he was the pastor, he

baptized over two hundred converts, largely

from the Quaker families who predominated

in the place. He preached always to crowded

houses, and had a constant revival. In the

midst of these successful labors, he received an

urgent call to the pastorate of Delaware Ave-

nue Baptist Church of Wilmington, which was

then in financial embarrassment, and greatly

in need of an able and popular pastor. Believ-

ingit to be his duty, he accepted the invitation,

entering this new field in April, 1875. His

reception was most flattering
;
the church was

constantly thronged, and even the Wednesday
evening meetings were attended by an average

of five hundred people with unabated interest.

A strong Calvinist, and a firm believer in the

near approach of the second coming of Christ,

the unpopularity of his doctrines appeared

little to affect his popularity as a preacher,

which has only seemed to increase with the

passage of time. He is very eloquent, his

style is easy, flowing and original, and he

often preaches with' great power. Since his

settlement in Wilmington his church has in-

creased in membership from 246, to 1,145,

and he has baptized 990 persons. He is the

treasurer of his church, and in the first four

years paid off $15,000 of the debt, that en-

cumbered the society when he became its

pastor. He edited for several years a religious

I

paper called "'The Avenue" devoted to the

interests of his church, and to his peculiar

doctrinal beliefs. In iS/bhe spent six months
in Elurope. He has had calls to other places,

but it is hoped that it will be long ere the

ties that bind him to his people here will be

broken. Fle met with a great bereavement in

the death of his father, April 30, 1882.

ENNINGTON, EVANS, Real Estate

Broker, Wilmington, was born in Lan-
caster county, Ba. Feb. 22, 1837. Flis

parents were Daniel and Letitia

(Townsend) Pennington. Daniel Pen-

nington, a wealthy farmer, was the son of

John, who was the son of Thomas Penning-

ton, a native of England, who, with his two
brothers, came to this country about the mid-

dle of the last century. He settled in Lan-
caster county, his brother Isaac in New Jersey,

and the other brother in Maryland. They
were iiieuibers of the Society of Friends, as

their descendants mostly are to the present

time. The subject of this sketch received a

thorough English education in the public and
boarding schools of Pennsylvania which he

attended till he was nineteen years of age.

He soon after became an apprentice to learn

the milling business, and when twenty-three

purchased a grist mill which he improved and
sold in a short time to advantage

;
and so he

continued till 1872, buying mill property, im-

proving it, operating it for a longer or shorter

period, and disposing of it at a good advance.

In these operations he realized a considerable

sum of money, and in 1872 decided to devote

himself to real estate, and for that purpose

removed to Wilmington where he has since

resided and built up a large and remunerative

business. Although coming to the city a per-

fect stranger he possessed the qualities that

insure success
;
great activity, close attention

to business, frank and cordial manners, with

straightforward and fair dealing. This made
him many friends and acquaintances, who
w'ere so won by his manners and methods,

that an immense amount of property was soon

placed in his hands,and the first year his sales

amounted to upwards of $100,000. In 1878

he purchased the property at Eighth and

King streets, which has since been his resi“
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dence and business head quarters. He is

admirably suited to the business in uliichhe

is engaged, being naturally inclined to specu-

lation. The buying and selling of various

articles by which he turned many an honest

penny was a strong trait even of his child-

hood, Mr. Pennington is one of the sub-

stantial and estimable men of Wilmington.

In politics he is a Republican. He was mar-

ried, March 24, 1864, to IMiss Emma Gaw-
throp, daughter of Allen Gawthrop of Wil-

mington, but formerly of Chester county. Pa.

They have three children
;
Frank Newlin,

Harry Gawthrop, and Mary G. Mr. Penning-

ton and his wife are birth-right members of

the Society of Friends.

^^URPHY, JOHN, Printer, Publisher and

Bookseller. Baltimore, Md., was born

in Omagh, county Tyrone, Ireland,

March 12, [S12. His parents camie to

America when he was ten years old,

and settled in New Casrie, where he aLLendcd

the academy, and, after leaving school, he

spent two years in a store, so much to the

satisfaction of his employers that they desired

to retain his services indefinitely, but he had

resolved, even before leaving his native land,

to learn the printer’s trade and could not be

turned from his purpose. Accordingly, at

sixteen, he apprenticed himself in Philadelphia,

and on attaining his majority became a jour-

neyman printer in Baltimore, until 1835. when

he assumed the superintendence of a job

printing establishment, which soon acquired a

reputation for the superior excellence of its

productions unsurpassed by any house in the

city. In 1837 he formed a co-partnership

with Mr. William Spalding, under the firm

name of Murphy and Spalding, which con-

tinued, successfully, eighteen months, after

which the business was conducted by Mr.

Murphy alone. In 1840 he combined with it

the book and stationery, and later, the pub-

lishing business, all of which he prosecuted

successfully for forty-two years, within a few

yards of the locality now occupied by his suc-

cessor. His special publications were the

standard Catholic books of the country
;
also

valuable legal works, constitutions of the

United States and of Maryland, school books,

histories, etc., and all were distinguished by

a superior style and elegance in typography,

binding and general finish. He accomplised

much in elevating the standard of law publica-

tions, and may be regarded as among the first to

raise toward its present high rate of excellence,

the whole art of printing, and publishing. Mr.

iMurphy married, in 1852, M. E. O’Donnoghue
of Georgetown, D. C., who died in 1869, and

he remained a widower the rest of his life. He
died IMay 27, 1880, much regretted by a large

circle of friends. He was an upright and

conscientious, as well as enterprising and use-

ful citizen, a kind employer, an indulgent

parent and a Christian gentleman. Under the

able management of his son, Mr. Frank R.

Murphy, the business he left promises to in-

crease in usefulness and prosperity, and to

sustain the high reputation it acquired under

its founder.

BARR,
ex-At-
w Castle
c* 4" V» t*
w.

,

^ton, was
the son of James Pennington, who married a

sister of Commodore McDonough. Thomas
McDonough Pennington married Henrietta,

daughter of John Barr, a farmer of New Castle

county. John Barr Pennington attended the

old public school in Christiana and others in

the vicinity, and in 1843 ’44 the academies

at New Castle and Newark. In the spring of

1845 he entered Jefferson college, at Cannons-
burg. Pa., from which he graduated A. B. in

June, 1848. He graduated with distinction

in a class of sixty-seven members. He
then traveled south and west, and spent some
time in Indiana in the study of law. Having
there an attack of hemorrhage from the lungs,

he regained his health by an out-door life in

overseeing the construction of the Wabash
canal, and returning home in 1851, engaged in

farming till 1854. He then studied law in the

office of Hon. Martin W. Bates, was admitted

to the bar in 1857, and settled at once in

Dover for the practice of his profession. Al-

ways prominent in the Democratic party he

was elected to the Legislature in 1856, and

took his seat in January, 1857. The House

was then composed of quite young men, many
of whom have since been distinguished. In

1859 he was Clerk of the House, also in 1863,

^/^ENNINGTON, HON. JOHN
A. M., Lawyer of Dover and

torney General, was born in Ne
w Ku- ,=

) , , , T o TU ;IIUUUICU, ill

Thomas McDonough Penning
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and a^ain in 1871. Under Andrew Johnson

he was United States District Attorney for

Delaware for thirteen months before Grant

came into office. He was appointed At-

torney General, Oct. 3, 1S74, by Gov. James
Ponder for five years, holding the office till

Oct. 3, 1S79. Mr. Pennington has always been

devoted to his profession, and is one of the

leading members of the Delaware bar. A
gentleman of scholarly attainments and high

social position, he is yet very unassuming in

manner. He is a member of the Presbyterian

church, and was married in 1848 to Miss

Rebecca A. Rowan. Four of their children

are living, fiis son, Henry R., nov/ a lawyer in

Wilmington, spent previously seven years in

the United States Navy; four years at An-
napolis and three years as midshipman. The
daughters are Clara B., Ada H. and Mary C.

Pennington.

^c^OOCH, HON. JOSEPH WILKINS,
was born at Cooch’s Bridge, where he

still resides, June 23, 1840. His father,

Levi G. Cooch, a prosperous farmer

(D and public spirited man, was twice a

member of the Legislature, in 1847 ’49,

being elected on the Whig ticket, with w'hich

party he was always identified. He died in

1869, at the age of sixty-six. His widow',

Sarah C. (Wilkins) Cooch, is still living. The
father of Levi G., was William Cooch, a miller

by vocation, who resided at Cooch’s Bridge,

where he died in 1838, at the age of seventy-

six. During the Revolutionary war, when
sixteen years of age, he ran away from home
and went to sea in a privateer, w'hich w'as

captured by an English man-of-war and he

was taken to England. He found an oppor-

tunity to escape to France, and from there

was sent home through the aid of Benjamin

Franklin, then minister at Paris. On reach-

ing Delaware bay he was again captured, but

managed to escape from the vessel to the

Jersey coast. He was once a member of the

Legislature. He married Margaret Hollings-

worth of Elkton, Md., and had three children,

Zebulon H., William, and Levi G. Zebulon
was many years a merchant in Baltimore,

where he became wealthy, and resided, during

the latter years of his life, in Paris. He was
killed in that city, in December, 1870, by
being run over by an omnibus. William was

a miller and succeeded to his father's business

and property. He died in May, 1S69. The father

of the elder William, was Thomas Cooch, who
was a miller with his father, also named
Thomas Cooch, and died young. Thomas
Cooch, senior, was the original emigrant from
England, and settled on the property which
has ever since borne his name. He bought
the mill and many hundreds of acres, in that

section, and was evidently a man of character

and enterprise, and became wealthy. Pie

married a Welsh lady. Since then the family

has always had a representative in the flour

mill business. The first mill was built near

the residence of Mr.' Cooch and was burned

by the British soldiery at the time of the bat-

tle of Cooch’s Bridge. The second mill

was built by the first William in 1792, just

east of the bridge, and is still standing, but

has not been used since 1828, when the

present mill was built also by the elder Mr.

William Cooch. This is still occupied and

is run by the subject of this sketch with his

brother, William Cuueh. Levi G. Cooch, had

five children, of whom the eldest is Joseph
Wilkins. The others are Helen, wife of Rev.

George Porter, of Newark
;
William Zebulon

Hollingsworth of Boston, Mass., and Mary B.,

wife of Samuel McDonald of Newark. Mr.

Cooch attended the district school, and the

Newark academy till 1856, when he entered

Delaware college and pursued a three years’

course. Returning home he went to farming

on the old homestead, where he has always

remained. The estate contains five hundred

acres of land at Cooch’s Bridge and in the

vicinity, mostly devoted to grain. In March,

1879, he, with his brother William, purchased

from the other heirs the mill property, which

they successfully operate. In both the farm-

ing and milling interests, Mr. Cooch is enter-

prising and prosperous. In politics he is a

Democrat, and takes an active interest in pub-

lic affairs. He has held several local offices,

and in 1878 was elected State Senator for

New Castle county, for the term of four years.

In the session of 1879 he was chairman of the

Committee on Agriculture, and served on the

Committee of Enrolled bills and Corporations.

In 1881 he was chairman of the Committee

on Plducation, and served on several others,

proving a faithful and able member of that

body, and is highly regarded by his constitu-
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ents as a popular and conscientious legislator.
|

He was made a Mason in 1S74, at Newark. He
|

is trustee of the Pencader Presbyterian church
.

at Glasgow, having united with that denorn- !

ination in 1870. Mr. Cooch was married in
i

1871, to Miss Mary E ,
daughter of Rev.

!

Edward and Nancy E. (Foote) Webb, of the

Presbyterian church. They have four children

living
;

Caroline, Frank A., Edward Webb
and Levi Hollingsworth.

'

r'^JcCAULLEY,WILLL'\M SINCLAIR,

wWrn Lawyer, late of Wilmington, was

born in New Castle county, Dec. 18,

1832. His parents were William and

Sarah (Sinclair) McCaulley. His father,

whose sketch has been printed, is still living

m Wilmington. Mr. McCaulley, in 1847, en-

tered St. Mary’s College, graduating with the

class of 1850, when he became a student-at-

law in the office of the late Chief Justice Gil-

pin, and after a thorough preparation, was ad-

mitted to the bar in 1854. He at once en-

tered upon the practice of his profession in

Wilmington, where he soon acquired an ex-

tensive and lucrative practice, and became a

prominent member of the bar. In 1855 he was

appointed City Solicitor of Wilmington, faith-

fully discharging the duties of his position for

the term of four years. In 1862 he was ap-

pointed Deputy Attorney General, and con-

tinued as such for two years. In politics he

was a Democrat, and was the candidate of his

party for Mayor, in 1868, and also in 1S70, but

his party being in the minority, he was not

elected. Mr. McCaulley continued to practice

his profession with success till the close of

1878, when he died suddenly, Dec. 30th, after

a few hours illness, of acute pneumonia. He
was a man of more than ordinary ability, with

an acute and discriminating mind, and his

kind heart and generous nature made him

many friends. He was an affectionate and duti-

ful son, and popular wherever he was known.

He had, early in 1878, been appointed Adju-

tant General of the State, and held that office

at the time of his death. He was married, in

1855, to Miss Caroline F., daughter of Dr. J.

B. Brinton, of West Chester, Pa., who survives

him. Their only child, Florence P'., is the

wife of G. R. Frost, a merchant, of New York

city.

FION. ALEX. L.. LL.D.,

was the eldest son of Manlove Hayes
q[- York seat, Kent county, Delaware.

and Zipporah Hayes net’ Laws. His

t)
^ first American progenitor was Rich-

ard Hayes, who emigrated from England

A. D., 1698—married Dolly Manlove, and

made a settlement in Susse.x county near the

locality of Milford—he died in the year 1773

aged 96. His son Nathaniel Hayes married

Elizabeth Carlisle and died 1786,aged 83 years

His eldest son, Richard Hayes, married Pris-

cilla Polk, granddaughter of Ephraim Polk,

and died in 1796, aged 53 years, leaving issue,

three sons, viz : Manlov^e, Alexander and

Charles, and three daughters. Manlove, the

father of the subject of this biography, was

the only son of Richard who left issue—he

died in 1849, aged 80, leaving to survive him a

widow, Ann Hayes, since deceased, and three

sons, Alexander, Manlove and Charles Polk,

and two daughters, Eliza M., widow of the

late Hon. William F. Boone of Philadelphia,

and Harriet Sykes
;
one ether daughter of his

first marriage, Mary Hayes, married the late

Col. William K. Lockwood, formerly Register

of Kent county, and died in 1818. Judge Ha}'es

was born March 7, 1793, and died in Lancaster,

Pa., on the 13th of July, 1875, in his 83rd year.

His preparation for college was conducted at

a Friends’sehool, Smyrna, at Newark academy,

and at Dover Academy, and while at the last

was, at nineteen years of age, induced to ac-

cept the nomination for Secretary of the State

Senate, to which position he was triumphantly

elected. He, in company with the late Hon.

Robt. C. Grier, late Justice of the Supreme

Court of the U. S., entered the Junior class

half advanced at Dickinson College, Carlisle,

Pa. where he was graduated in the class of

1812, having gained one of the three highest

honors. He entered on the study of the law

with Hon. H. M. Ridgley of Dover, becoming

a member of the bar, Nov. 15, 1815, was ad-

mitted to practice in the Common Pleas, Dis-

trict and Supreme Court of Philadelphia,

in 1820, after removal to that city, and in 1821

removed to the city of Reading for the prac-

tice of his profession. His successful career

here continued until June, 1827, when he was

appointed by Gov. Andrew Shultze, assistant

Judge of the District Court of Lancaster and

York counties. Upon the division of the
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m bahifim h3w rfaboD oW ,^8| ni noiliwil
.sfail 1** ,a 8«fM oi ,t\Si
ailj la (tldaV/

'
(aioo^) ,3 ‘^yn&Vl bno bi£wl>3

naib/l/ta, tfiol y/erf .ridiurfa nmvJxdt'a-x^
drfaW biiwba 3fi£i3

\H5iovA3gnUIoH sv^aJ bn«

""« ’*-‘a .^IAJD7.18MAIJJI7/,Y3JJUA3D’'i
gntvi.il e? bag* iti baib bffB

|

etw .(ToigttitfiliW; lo ajBl« .low/gj
liftr. labnoxalA .ovoIrtgM :siv ,«no>» aairiJ

' ‘ "

>f?/ .arcIaiV'’ asarfi bn* .tjalifidD

.vjfqri^oid e'lHt lo ^J'.^_due odflo rjrfinl
•jil—ii(p.a ti>( orl.w biRriai;? lo no-' (fno aifj
'. mbf av-'/io« oj grjiv/,31 ,c<3 b»g,e ,q,s8i ni baib
a'nih brti. ,bud4o:iab 3>nh nnA .wobiw
f.Jlo'I a^iiadD hriB iJvoineM .labfusxalA ,»noa
axli 1o wobi #^ ,.f/f gsilH ,sisJt{^uAh owi bits

f Ip ofjooH .3 .noH aJel
8id I'j. f^d^vr.b iz>iiSfj ^no

; iS'JxB iamsH bne
•.’Jicl^ ^rij bahnxrn.iSavBH ,agfihT*fo jerS

xHaxntol ,bpov/i!uoJ .a mcilfiV/ .foD
eovfiH aghu\ .gtR, barb btj£ ,xldno5 k;
,l:>J^K5 t^s^.^ ni bajb bn* ilD3*M mod ssvt
.ii..9 < bij8 «id ni .’^iot>o dl£i arf} no ,.Bq
i-n fjolaubnoa nB*t a; 3̂ ifo 3 iol »iH
. ViTJs..-iio/: >{‘!*v/oV5. ifi ,fnodaR‘^ffan3 fi

J2sl =dj j* aliifv/ bits iavo0 rc bns
->*• 03 biOubfii .aga 1© n«ux naaJanli^ .t« gaw

a/h lo <ii:,j'ii3sg TO? rrbijisttimoti odi jqaa
7?Ji''*jfqr.'Mn} hj: *, nohltjroq doidw oj ,93iina2
.mJirjjal adJ d3i«¥ '(X(;;qp»<va ni ,aH .baJoaia
am ^viuc ad) lo yoU^nf ajnl .-,^0
.i-.iAj Tcjxnri jHfj faatoJrra ,.c^ .U ad) lo JiooD

» I

,8i .oaQ alJgjgO waW ni mod
hnc rn*iibW aiaw elnar^q iUH
.lodifsl aiH .X^iluc^sMXikbnia) dcisE
gnivil Iliia «i .batniiq R^nd a«rf dojaais, aaorfw

^
-fta «1 .xal/usDaM .tM ^noJgoimliW rfi

'

adj dJiw gni)^;ubsig «agalIoD eV^M .lafaaraJ
-)i»-Jnabit)e b wtsood ' 9 /i nadw ,oj8i lo 8e«la
-bO labiO ajul arf), lo a^rflo ad| nl waI
-6* «iiw..fioi)fii«qoTq dgooiod) « ia/ii bn* .niq
'dd aonO j* aH 4^8 1 nl i«df arfi'od baj)i«
ni noiasalo-tq. »uMi\ ^olipetq atii hoqa bai^
-xa n* Laiiypa* fK>a«, ad aiariw .nognimliWa
6 amifajKi bo* avi)&ai>ui bn* avianaJ
*6W ad nl ,n*d art) lo ladtnafn jiianJmouq
-dJisl moJgnixniiW la'ioJiaiic^ baJnioqq*
lol noijf^pq *k£ lo eaJiwb ad) gnig^edotib xU*d
-q)& esw^ari 4^81 nl .aifiax wol lb m'lsS oitt
•noa bn* .U^anaO. xamoDA x^yq^Cl bainioq
dif «>i)iloq nl airay olv) to) do^ «* bauml ,

eisi lo a)/ibiboo3 ad) ssw ba* c aiW
ttfd .0^31 ni o«l* bo* ,8d8i ni ,iox*M aol xlt«l
)on ad .xlhttflim ad) ni gniad '•(Jisq sid
»aj)o*tq 0) bauniJnoo \9l!ueDyU .iK . basaolf

'

to aeob ad) Hi) 2waowg djiw aoiBzdlotq eid, ,
•

,

' *
' 3 UJ ujj gftaaapg iijiw nofwoloig gid

,aiti(X*J .agoi.oD noefu.v(oia )* baattsvbfi l]*d |t9Jl« ,,d)0£ .aaQ ,xlnabb»e. baib sd nadw 8^8l
:;e«ia at!) ni bat^yherg a*v/ ad aiarb// ,js<f aH .sinoftiifanq ajnon lo ;*aaoHi eiuod wal *

)5srigid amd) sil) lo ano bani»g gniv.4d ,?iBl j dHw .xiijid* x^^nlbio n*ri) a-iomlo nsm s eswwcf ad* lo xbi/Je ad) no bati/iijy aH ^noiiod
1
«id bne .bntm goi)*mmhb«ib bo* aJua* nsgmtnoaad ,isyo0 lo yalgWH .U H JioH litiw raid abom aii/fjin gucnanaa has iwsd bnat

-hs e*-# .J181 at va 5»T - U..UI ...b* e*"# ,5)81 ,2 1 .voW jifid ad) lo tatlmam a
•6}0 .saaiq n';»?nntoD ad) td aai)afitq o) ba))im
(fiidqlabfilirf*! lo jiooO afi)a’rqn8 bo* jaiiJ
It8i ni bn* .ylb )cri) o) Ii:vf)maT lart* ,oc8) ni
-ofitq ad) iol gntbsaH lo x)b ad) o) bavomin
iaa3*a lulcgaaaiie. grH ,.nci*falaiq tid lo aaij
taw ad nadvx .^sSi ,ann^qi)mi baonimoa oiarf
in^eiggc ,as)bd2 waibnA .voO \d bataioqq*
bn* ia)eaanaJ lo nuoD )ah)»ia ad) lo agbo[

.eaDntiba altoY

..^

*

ad) lo^noieivib ari) noqll

bub bn® aJ*noi)aa!k ns sew aH .ebnard \(nBiB
.flwond BBW ad tavatadw leluqoq bn® ,noM lui
'«tbA balQioqqs naad iS^Hl nJ vhfia ,b®it^H
aoffio )*d) blad bn® «a)®)S oiii lo fmanaD )a«J
ni .bamiutr ssw, aH uiJaab Hd lo ami) adi)*

lo iafrigu®b^^3 aniioifiD wiM o) .jgSl
isaviviua odw,.*'J ,ta)«8iO )eaW lo ,no)oha .3
ad) ai ^3 aanatoll .blida ibdT .mid
dioY wald •iQ^.Infidaiam ® ,jgoi3 ^ .Olo aliw

s..

A;.

r/y

to-
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judicial district in 1833, upon petition of the
|

members of the bar of Lancaster, he was ap-

pointed President Judge by Gov. Wolfe He
'

performed the duties of this position with high
j

honor until 1S49, when he resigned to resume
j

practice at the bar. He was one of the origina-
|

tors of the enterprise resulting in the erection

of the Conestoga Mills of Lancaster, and

served as one of a committee to visit and re-

port,after inspection of the cotton mills of New
England. He was the writer of the commit-

tee’s report favoring their immediate erection.

At the formation of the company, he at first

declined to serve as one of the five managers,

but, in 1846, was induced to succeed John N.

Lane, and, in 1850, succeeded C. Hager, as

President and General Agent of the Company.

The mills employed eight hundred hands and

he had full charge of their operations until

1854, when he permitted himself to be elected,

at the solicitation of his many friends, asso-

ciate Law-Judge of the courts of Lancaster

county. In 1864 he was re-elected, and served

with rare ability and dignity in this honorable

position
;
and though he had passed his four

score years, his mental vigor and physical

powers were remarkably preserved. He proba-

bly held the oldest commission at the expira-

tion of his last term (1874) of any living

Judge, having served forty two years on the

bench. His efforts were unremitting in the

cause of education ;
for many years he was

president of the board of School Directors of

the city
;

a trustee of the State Normal

School, and one of the vice-presidents of the

Franklin Marshall College. The occasion of

his death was one of an eventful character in

the community in which he had lived. To the

citizens generally, it was a matter of wide

condolence and affectionate regret, for all

knew and honored Judge Hayes. The meeting

of the Lancaster bar on the 14th of July was

in itself, a touching scene Hon. Thomas E.

Franklin made the formal announcement of

the event calling them together
;
a committee

of which he was the chairman reported resolu-

tions, which, while containing the highest

eulogy, were felt to be just, recognizing the

purity of his official life, and the benevolence,

charity and integrity “which marks the

Christian gentleman” in every relation of life.

Judge Hayes had two sons, Edward, a gradu-

ate of West Point, who died of yellow fever on

the coast of Texas soon after the war with

Mexico, and Charles, the second son, was a

civil engineer, aud died some years before his

father. Neither was married. Four daughters

of Judge Hayes are now residents of Lancas-

ter, Pennyslvania.

.JOOCH, WILLIAM, of Gooch’s Bridge,

born at that place, Jan. 6, 1S45
!

the second son of Levi G. and Sarah

C. (Wilkins) Cooch. For an account

of the family and ancestry the reader

is referred to the sketch of his brother, Hon.

J. W. Cooch. He attended the schools in the

vicinity of his home till the age of twelve,

and after that, the academy at Newark. For

three }’ears from 1858 he was at the military

academy of Col. Theodore Hyatt at Wilming-

ton. He was then a salesman in a mercantile

house in Philadelphia for a year and a half,

after which he took a special course in analyti-

cal chemistry in Delaware college, where he

continued two years, having previously given

much attention to this branch of study. In

1871 he went west and was for two years As-

sistant Professor of Chemistry in the Univer-

sity of Missouri. He then joined his brother,

J. Wilkins Cooch, in iron mining on Iron Hill,

two miles west of Cooch’s Bridge, and a part

of the original estate of the elder Thomas
Cooch. In this they were very successful till

the panic of 1875 1° 7^ made the business

unprofitable. Theyhad an ore free from phos-

phorus and sulphur, especially suitable for

steel rails, and of a finer quality than any

imported ore. They shipped it to the fur-

naces at Harrisburg, shipping often over 600

tons a month. They ceased iron mining in

1878 and purchased the interest of the other

heirs in the flour mill at the Bridge, which they

have since successfully operated. It is both

a merchant and custom mill
;
they have four

run of stone and a pony, and a capacity of

fifty barrels a day. Mr. Cooch is a member of

the Dem.ocratic party, but is not interested in

politics. He joined the P. E. Church, in 1878,

and was married May 14, 1874, to Miss Annie

M., daughter of Frederick A. Curtis of Newark.

They have four children, the elder of whom
are Harriet Curtis, Helen Augusta, and Eliza

Baynard. Mr. Cooch is a gentleman of culture

and high character, and an esteemed and en-

terprising citizen.
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cWHORTER
,
HON. CH MILES

|

^.<=y-Sd[> HENRY, was born in St. Georges,
j

Hccernber 25, 1838, the eldest son of|

Leontine McWhorter, a farmer of the
j

above vicinity, who married in 1S37,
|

Jane, daughter of John McCrone, a native of

Ireland, living near Wilmington. They had
nine other children, six of whom are living

:

John T., Leontine and Emerson Hopkins, and
three daughters, Maggie, now wife of Clarence

Jamison of Red Lion hundred, Caroline and
Mary. The father of the first Leontine was
Thomas McWhorter, wlio was born in Virginia

and came to Delaware the latter part of the

last century, and settled in St. Georges hun-

dred where he resided the remainder of his life.

He married Mary McCaulley of this State and

had three children : Leontine, Thomas, a

farmer in St. Georges hundred, and Mary, all

of whom are living. Charles H. McWhorter
attended the schools of his locality, and in

1S52 the Newark Academy, remaining four

years. He then entered Delaware college,

but on that.day an accident, resulting in the 1

death of one of the pupils, caused a suspension

of the college for a time, and he returned

home. He remained on the farm till i860,

when he removed to another, owned by his

father, near Dover, which he cultivated for

three years. In 1863 he left farming and, in

company with his brother, engaged successfuly

in mercantile business in St. Georges, under

the firm name of C. H, and j. T. McWhorter.

In 1866 he sold his stock and real estate to

J. P. Belville and retired from the business.

He then furnished the capital for, and took

an interest in, a tobacco manufactory in the

same town, turning out about one thousand

pounds of manufactured goods per day, and

in this also was very successful, exporting

largely to Europe. This business he continued

till 1870 when he sold it, and in partnership

with his brother engaged in the manufacture

of agricultural machinery, under the firm name

of J. T. McWhorter and Company, which they

continued till the spring of 1881, when they

established themselves in the agricultural

implement business in Wilmington which they

still continue. Mr. McWhorter has always

been allied to the Democratic party, but was

always opposed to slavery. He was elected

to the State Senate in 1878 for four years and

supported the bill to move the Court House

to Wilmington. He was a municipal officer

for several years in St. Georges. He was

married, in 1865, to Miss Agnes, daughter of

Thomas Jamison of St. Georges hundred,

and has five children: Anna, Ewing Vallan-

digham, Irene, Alma and Blanche.

'"^^ilALKER, CAPT. JOHN WHITE, of

Wilmington, was born at Lewes, Jan.

father, David Walker,

lived on his farm in that vicinity, and

was also by trade a carpenter and

builder. He was a man of irreproachable

character, quiet in manner and greatly

esteemed. He held several local offices and

was an elder in the Presbyterian Church. He
died about 1856, at the age of seventy- four.

His wife was Mary, second daughter of Gov.

David Hall, and who had been previously

married to Dr. P..obert Houston, uncle of Judge

John W. Houston. John W. Walksr was

educated at the academy at Lewes, and at

sixteen commenced to learn the trade of his

father. He was appointed Wreck Master by

Gov. Tharp in 1846, and held the position

four years, after which he was successfully en-

gaged many years in the wrecking business,

and in command of his own vessel acquired

the title of Captain. He also superintended

the construction of the Government Wharf at

Lewes till near its coropletion, under the ap-

pointment of Col. Kurtz, in which position he

gave great satisfaction to all concerned, by

his skill and knowledge of all the kinds of work

to be done. A Democrat in politics. Captain

Walker was many times Judge of the election

in Lewes, and, in 1859, served in the Legisla-

ture as a representative from Sussex, proving

an able and popular officer. He removed in

that year to Wilmington where he has since

resided and followed his trade. In 1872 he

was elected a member of the City Council, and

served with credit for two years. He is a

member of the Masonic Fraternity, and since

early life has been a member of the Presby-

terian Church. He was married in 1855 to

Miss Eliza Ann Herdman, daughter of the

late William Herdman, at one time Sheriff of

New Castle county. They have one child,

John Herdman Walker, who, in March, 18S2,

married Miss Martha Craig, of Wilmington,

whose parents came from the north of Ireland,

and are strict Scotch-Irish Presbyterians.
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Capt. Walker is a man of intelligence, and of

much force of character, and enjoys excellent

health despite his years of activity and toil.

e^^OCKWOOr3
,
HENRY H„ Brigadier

General in the army of the EEiited

4^. States, son of William K. and Mary
(Hayes) Lockwood, was born Aug. 17,

lSl4in Kent County. He entered West
Point in June. 1832, was graduated and ap-

pointed a Lieutenant in the Second Regiment

of Artillery, U. S. A. in June, 1836. He served

under Major General Jessup through the Florida

campaign of 1836-1837, and resigned his com-
mission in October of the latter year. In

1841, he was appointed Professor of Mathe-

matics in the Navy, and in that capacity, was

assigned in Nov., 1841, to the Frigate United

States on her three years’ cruise in the Pacific.

He was adjutant of the land forces under

Com. T. Ap Jones, her commander, in the

capture of Monterey on the coast of and the

Capital of California in October, 1842. On his

return, m 1844, he was stationed at the Naval

Asylum in Philadelphia. He assisted in the

organization of the United States Naval School

at Annapolis, having on the requisition of the

Government finished a plan for the same, and

was appointed among the first of its Professors.

Having, in 1845, married the eldest daughter of

Chief Justice Boo^h of Delaware, he estab-

lished his residence in one of the dwellings be-

longing to the Government on the beautiful

esplanade of Fort Severn, where he continued

to reside, filling successively the professorships

of Natural Philosophy, Astronomy, Gunnery

and Infantry and Artillery tactics, until the

Naval Academiy was transferred by orders from

Washington to Newport, R. I. In 1852, Pro-

fessor Lockwood published a week on “ small

arms and other Military Exercises adapted to

the Naval service,” and also a pamphlet “ On
the Manual of Naval Batteries” which have

contributed to the uniformity of drill, and the

admirable system now existing in our Navy in

the practice of Arms. Before the publication of

this Manual no two batteries, it is believed,were

drilled alike, a diversity, the inconvenience of

which is too obvious to need explanation.

When the State of Delaware, in the spring of

1861, raised her first Regiment of Volunteers,

Professor Lockwood was solicited to accept

the command as colonel. Believing it his duty

to do so, he applied himself, upon assuming

command, diligently, to instruct and train his

men for the field. A strict disciplinarian, a

skillful tactician, careful of his soldiers, and at-

tentive to their wants, his success was encour-

aging and, indeed, complete. On the 8th of

August he was made Brigadier-General, and

was assigned to the Army of the Potomac.

On the occasion of his promotion he received

from the officers of the Regiment he had com-
manded an elegant sword, and sash, in token

of their esteem. It being rumored that the

counties of Accomac and Northampton, Va.,

were swarming with armed rebels, who
threatened the lower counties of Maryland,

the Union men in those counties anxiously

sought aid from the Government of the United

States. Gen. Lockwood was therefore di-

rected, in Sept., 1861, to establish a camp at

Cam.bridge, Md., and organize a force to pro-

tect the peninsula, between the Chesapeake

and Delaware. Here he remiained until the

November elections were over, when he as-

sembled his forces, including Nemin’s famous

battery, the N. Y. Fifth, (Zouaves,) and a reg-

iment from each of the States of Wisconsin,

Michigan, Indiana, Maryland, Massachusetts,

and Delaware, with a company of cavalry

from Reading, Penna., the whole numbering

five thousand five hundred men. These he as-

sembled at Newtown, on the Pocomoke, near

the Virginia line. Simultaneously with this

mo\'ement Major Gen. Dix’s celebrated pro-

clamation was sent forth. The insurgents were

soon brought to terms and compelled to lay

down their arms. A civil government under

the U. S. authority, and the Legislature of

Wheeling, was established, which General

Lockwood protected till January, 1863. though

constantly seeking more active duty. Then

he was put in command of the defense of the

Lower Potomac, with headquarters at Point

Lookout, where e.xtensive hospitals, corrals,

contraband camps and rebel prisons had been

established. Here he remained till called to

lead such troops as were in and about Balti-

more, in June, 1863, to Gettysburg. With

three Maryland Regiments and one from New
York, he aided in that memorable conflict,

justly regarded as the decisive battle of the

war. His command was known as an inde-

pendent brigade, but acted with the 12th

corps. After this battle and the subsequent
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abortive attempt to crush Lee’s army at Wil-
|

iiamsport, he was left in command of the im-

portant post of Harper’s Fei ry, with its garri-

son of 15,000 men. During the following au-
|

tumn he was relieved, and soon after, on t’ne

withdrawal of Gen. Schenck from the Middle
1

Department, succeeded that astute com-;

mander in command of the Middle Depart-

ment, with headquarters in Baltimore. After

the disastrous battles in the wilderness, Va.,
i

in the spring of 1864, Gen. Lockwood gathered
i

together ail the available troops in and around
|

Baltimore and Washington—some 6000 men—
j

and led them as an acceptable reinforcement to I

the depleted Army of the Potomac. He was as-

signed to the command of the 2nd Division of

the Sixth Corps, and as such took part in the

actions of May 30th and June 1st, near Han-
over Court House. Va. Afterwards he re-

[

turned to Baltimore, and remained inactive
j

till July, 1864, when in the absence of the De-

partment Commander, he, at the instance of

the Governor of Maryland, and the Mayor of

Baltimore, assumed command ol suen provis-

ional forces as could be gathered together for

the defense of that city against the rebel raid

of Gen. Early, in July, 1864, whose cavalry se-

riously threatened the city. Confirmed in his

course by the Secretary of War, he remained

for some weeks in command of a large force

near that city, and afterwards and till his mus-

ter out in Aug., 1865, commanded a brigade in

the Middle Department. The war ended,

Gen. Lockwood resumed his duties as a naval

officer at the Naval Academy, being professor

of Natural and Experimental Philosophy. In

July, 1871, he was transferred to the Naval

Observatory, Washington, D. C., where he le-

mained till August 14, 1876; under the provi-

sions of an Act of Congress, providing for such

officers as may reach the age of 62 years, he

was retired from active duty on three-fourths

pay. Since then he has lived in Georgetown,

D. C., and though legally retired, feels himself

able to partake in any struggles that may
hereafter disturb his beloved country.

f
ULBRETH, THOMAS OLIVER, Re-

tired Merchant of Dover, was born in

Caroline county, Md., Jan. 20, 1828
;

son of Durden and Susan (Crawford)

Culbreth. His father owned a large

and valuable farm on the head waters of the

Choptank river, which he cultivated, and on

which he was born and died, and on which,

also, his father, Samuel Culbret’n, was born and

died. The last named was a member of the

Legislature, and so honest and conscientious,

that he refused the per diem for the days that

he was absent
;
on being assured that the

State would not be benefited by his leaving

it, he took it and gave it to his poor neighbors.

He was married three times, first to Miss

Smithers, by whom he had three children
;

John, Durden, and Margaret, afterwards, Mrs.

Thomas Slaughter. By his marriage next, to

Miss Smith, he had four children
;

Sallie,

Thomas B., Richard S., and Samuel. His third

wife was Annie Baynard, and his children by

her were six
;
Robert B., William F., Charles,

Susan, afterwards, Mrs. Solomon Truitt, Re-

becca, who died a young woman, and Henry
C., Culbreth. Durden Culbreth had three chil-

dren, two of w’hom are living
;
Thomas Oliver,

and Crawford, a farmer of Anne Arundel

county, Md.; the younger child died in child-

hood. The family is on."' of the oldest and

m.ost respectable on the Eastern Shore of

Maryland
;
one of its mem.bers, Thomas Cul-

breth, was the only representative ever sent

to Congress from Caroline county. Thomas
O. Culbreth attended the schools of his locality,

in his boyhood, and worked on the farm. In

1848, he became a clerk in a dry goods house

in Philadelphia, where he thoroughly familiar-

ized himself with the business. Receiving but

a small salary, he still contrived to lay aside,

regularily,a portion ol his earnings, which add-

ed to the $7,CXX5 he received from his father’s

estate, enabled him, in 1857, to start a store in

Dover in company with his half uncle, William

T. Culbreth, who took charge of the business

in that place, while Mr. Thomas O. Culbreth

made the necessary purchases in Philadelphia,

where he still remained as clerk. The follow-

ing year, however, he became a resident of

Dover, and the partnership continued till 1867,

when his uncle died. He then conducted the

business alone till 1878, when he retired and

devoted himself to the care of his property.

Having been very successful in business, he

invested largely in real estate, and owns in

Kent county 377 acres in two farms, in Mary-

land 450 acres in two farms, and much valuable

property in Dover, part of which is the Capitol

Hotel, and with the exception of two build-
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BIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT. 521

ing’s, the whole of that block on State street.
'

Mr. Culbreth affiliates with the Democratic

party. He is a member of the Protestant

Episcopal church, in which he has been Ves-

tryman for fifteen years. He was married in
'

1864, to Mary E., daughter of Jonathan Stiles,

a farmer of Kent county, and has had seven
1

children, two of whom have died
;

Haslet,
j

?.Iarch 22, 1870, and Howard Carroll, Oct. 9,
^

1878.

'

t
RIMSHAW, COL. ARTHUR FIAR-
PPIR, M. D , of Wilmington, was born

in Philadelphia, Jan. 16, 1824. He is a

graduate of the University of Penn-

sylvania, of the class of 1845, in which

year he came to this State and engaged in the

practice of his profession, at DuPont’s Powder

Mills. Before settling in this State, he was

resident assistant physician of the Philadel- '

phia Dispensary, and physician to the I'riends
|

Orphan Asylum for Colored Children, and also

served as resident phvsician in the Philadel-
j

phia Alms House. Alter nearly three years

spent at DuPont’s, he removed to Wilming- '

ton, in January, 1848, and entered on a large

and successful practice, in which he continued

until 1861, when he was appointed Postmas-

ter of the city by President Lincoln, and held

this position until removed by Andrew John-

son. On June 7th. 1862, he vvas commissioned

Colonel, and appointed mustering officer to ^

recruit the P'ourth Delaware Infantry Regi-
'

ment, whose subsequent gallant services in the

army of the Potomac are well known. He
was in command of a brigade during most of

the period of service up to Jan., 1865, and his

brigade took the chief part in the action of.

Chapel House, on the Squirrel Level Road.

Va. Among the most important battles in

which he took part, were those of Cold Har-

bor, and the attack on Petersburg, besides be-

ing in many others of less importance. In the

attack on Petersburg, he was wounded twice :

in the shoulder by the fragment of a shell and

was shot through the right arm by a minnie

ball. In civil life he has served in positions of

honor and usefulness, having been, for three

years, a member of the City Council
;
a mem-

ber of the Board of Education, from the

period of its formation up to 1882, and at

one time its president. He succeeded to

Hon. Willard Hall, as Superintendent of

66

Common Schools of New Castle county, and
has been a most useful citizen in the several

relations he has held to the community. Dr.

Grimshaw, by his superior endowments and
culture, has been able to serve the best inter-

ests of education, and his writings have been

widely read, especially his two published prize

essays, one on the “ LHe of Tobacco,” and an-

other on “ Juvenile Delinquency.” Col. Grim-
shaw is brave and unselfish, his civil and mili-

tary record, alike, showing him more ready to

serve his country and his friends and the in-

terests of the city, than careful for the accu-

mulation of fortune. He has been the untiring

friend of the poor in his practice, and his as-

siduities at their bedsides, and his generous

relinquishment of claims on such for medical

services rendered, have passed into the cur-

rent history of the city, in which he has so

long been known and honored.

URRY, ALBERT, Farmer and Candi-

date for Governor of Delaware, on the

Republican ticker, iSSz, is Luc sou of

Thomas and Nancy (Clifton) Curry,

S'’ and resides on the old homestead farm

near Greenwood. Thomas Curry, his father,

was born in 1783, in North West Fork hufi-

dred, and died in 1836, on his estate near Mil-

ford. His father was also named Thomas, and

died, Oct. 22, 1827. He was a soldier of the

Revolutionary war, and served in the famous

“Delaware Line,” and his son Thomas served

under Col. S. Davis, in the war of 1812. The
Currys first were settlers in the province of

Maryland, and emigrated from England. The
grandfather of Albert Curry, Thomas, had

two sons, Thomas and James and moved from

Bridgeville, Del., to the farm on which the

subject of this sketch now resides, and where

he died at the date above noted. The period

of this settlement on this farm antedated the

war of the revolution On this farm Thomas,

the father of Albert Curry grew up. Daniel

Curry, late of Milford, and father of Mrs. Gen.

A. T. A. Torbert, was the elder brother of

Albert, and Ann Elizabeth, wife of Simeon

Pennewil!, Esq., of Greenwood, is a sister. Mr.

Curry, after attending the schools of his neigh-

borhood, was sent, at si.xteen years of age, to

the Academy at Milford, then under the di-

rection of Rev. Mr. Howard, and after four

years, because of his father’s declining health,



•n
\u:

bn. .Itl/iunj nijKD W»M 1o 4te«rt72 nftinm.O
;
j,„» ,,*,2 :»;>oW'«,rf),lo'’5 l,^Iv W„.,

.lU vlmvmwos vt. « bl.rf «rf oHMn ^bn. Kln.mwnbn. ioh.r|n. .iil *|d .w.rfismtTxJ
I -.sV -nnad .jni arf a-.^j r

-,..ni ,d,-,v„. o, n«d „rt
:::;,

L.,., „d j,ll.o«,., ,b«i -OM a . b«l bn. .^nuco Jona lobn. «..dnT :o n.l • ,d. no ,,.,„H .-baJb «.d Ldw 1o o«, „“mW>
d^n.°h'

.

nlinnvnl " no «djo ,g ,„0 ,llm,«D bi.noH bn. .0^8l*£r-?um bn* Itvf!) ltd .rr,-nbsn:f bnc sw*;*id ?i wrHs ' .— iiauKi

OT ybf ^i oiom miH pniwo^« .sWiU .hio-jM ^
(li t,di hm ebnohl Hirf bnt

’

oJ/hjo3 aid aviw ' -H AFI ilUHT^A’* .JOD .'WAHaWl^V^^
-u->j£ ^ol ij/biui; tif.dj .yib arfj lo mod liAw'.nojgntmiiV/ lo .Q.M ^I3H
j.r'njinu arfj na^d <-srt oH .sGi/Jioilo noi?£lum ; c keRt • 'vll*;m-tiinu adi nu-^ rsrt .9Gi/bo» lo noiJBlum » 6>u,9H 4^81 M .»«t .oirfqlsbeird^ ni .jA^t
-?r. aid bnr »>fj^ynq 8;d Of tooq s»iiJ lo bnshl -na»3 lo yibiavinlJ lo oiBubuta
pir<'ion'»!Q «trl bfifi .ao^uiebW tbdi V. gsbiubb

j
dslrfv/ ai;,j;.8i lo eajsb grfj lo'UinfivIw. ‘'"2?,

J*..h; ,n TO) no *OTt4ibl0 3flomtopnib-, bri} oi boSAgn^ bnu 9 Jr.)8 &jf|J ol.9m«> od leoy-no 0)01 tivfid ,b»3obn3i i^bwoH a'jnoloa )« .noiaaoloiq aid lo oDiiasTo
«ri 3d doiiiw m .yjio i,di lo yioj^dd loor, asw od eid) ni igrrifijs* oiobH ^

..

b

atoned bfr» nwon^ fl^^agdol. lo nwoiavdq )nfc)w8«4 jnabi«»i

^ ^ «llo^n«bkxdq bn« ,x«8naqaia Jtiiia
d , 3.rTS>X/v fed® .nattilirfl) batoioD lol muIyaA (tysdq’iO
lo K^/mvoO lol 9)£b

III «
j
-bbfifid^

"/“'
v‘,

*;';"** 0®3i!qiKjs^ j«icax aaidj xUan w/lA .aa^ioH ainlA fiidq
.viioD (fiojlilDj bos aBmoriT | -snJmliW o) bavomat ad .a'slno'Joa )« )naq*a
n.3&I Ofi;>)C^mOi'ri bfo 'irJl n« Km.' ^ t _ mm. 'C - '

Or

-IbllsD bfTfl TiftTT^

w>d'f no .aanws/sCr

n; 3&l bfi»)eafnod bfo -idi no asbiaai bns
,virfjto1 ,-:uj ,vtioD asrnoH T .buovynaaiO ixi-an

-nod >!io'i 147V/ rfnoW o'i.gSx* died nsw
-liM tS'intiJtJaa aid no »9^8 i nt.Jasib bus (batb
bns .iTifoodT bc.mtn oht« asw aiH biol

PSV/ aH ,zt JaO ,faa»h
odr lo lalbfoa t

® ac byisjna bn« ,8|»8i .,xiKanfi|, ni ,not
bauoiinooad tiairfv/ oi .aoiiofiiq lulaaaoouii bus
'?r.fnJao3 baJnioqqs «fiw ad oadw ,id8i Ulno
bfad b/is .nlosnLl Jnaiwaai*! yd yiio adl»lo ial
“.nrlol- v/aibnA yd iravomai liiou noiliaoq ?id)
bonoiaeimmoaefiw ad ,cd8i .rfix anul nO .no8

tinimsl r-di bavTsa bns.,uvry^inui^i/foai>ir>4»i>^^t^ gnbalaom bajnioqqs bqs .baoIqD: '

^ayt .<e ^«<oodT Boa aid bny. ".anU si»wftIaCJ*‘
f 'isail ybn/ifnl oiDwafaQ dnwo3 add Jimaat

vdl c 1 8 . lo Miw arf? ni .kivsCT .hO labnu
|

sd) ni eaamaa Jnsiba Jfijopaudoa aaodw Jn^
lo a^Tnivoiq yni ol aiav/ jeif) gynu'jiaH ,nwond Ibw aaa aamoto^ ad) lo ymU;'.an 1 .bftTvIy^J yaoti bajLiigima hns .bosiyiaM lo t^fiq gniyub absaiid a lo bnemmouni zswbMd ts.moiir .vmuD nadIA lo i^djatbnfitjj^ aid btia .ed8i o) qo aoivtaelo boitaq adlmoil „-yvonr boa aaitu.i bn.n aamoriT ,Ano« i lo nbiliui otU ni itaq laidD ad) jloo) •'baahd
yrs Tmal ^rit cj.ha (avaJ Irniupa.yrh no .aaooH bqaiOM
aiarfy/ b«a ^abi-a-r v<on d3)a)fa eid>io .?aa[dde,. «i a;d)t«d ieom ad) soootA .sVbonaq anl .baJon avcKja alab arfj baib adf ^lali blot) lo :,*pdj a^iaw^Jtaq'fjioo) ad.daldw
adt bajahaine mial eid) no mareaJDa'Taid) Id

j
-ad i*yhi«ad .'^ludfioJa^ no daa))« ad) Bos ,io<Jg

.eam^T imol 2idJ nO noiiulovat ad) lo t*w arfi al baqajioqaii aaal lo btsiIjo ynsm ni voi
iainaa .qo v^ais ytitO JiadlA lo tadjsl adj : aal-y») bab«i#ow «aw ^ ad ,^vjd»idi9*i 00 jiaaW
.oacJ .niv; 10 ladJal bn»^ .bwlHMlo a)jd ,yiwD fcna Hads a Vo Inarogatl ad) yd tabioorf* ad) ai
lo iad)oid labia sdj 2sw .tiadioT .A .T .A
noamift lo aliw- ,riJadaiiia nnA b«s .JiadIA
.iM .talfis s oi .boownaaiOVo ,.p«3 ,Umanna<!
-dijbn eidlo tJoodaaad) 8oifana))s lajls .ynnO
,oJ .ajs lo Msay naatxb is ,)naa asw .boodaod

atflnim fi yd mi* Jdgn .ad) d^uoid) ioda asw
lo.anobliToq of baviaa asd ad alii livb nl .lied

5airfl 10I ,ftaad^§(1^vjid .saaolulagii fans tonod
-mam * j liaouoC^^iO ad) lo ladmam * ,ai4ay
adJ moil ,noi)*3nb3 1© bisoH ad), lo 'iad

-lb ad) labnu nad) .btolIiM Js ymabsaA ad)
j

U bns ,s88 i 0) qo noilsroiol a)i lo boiiaq
tool «)1« bfu .biswoHt’.iM .va« io noDaaxf o) babaaaqua aH Jnabte^aq g)i ami) ano
,ri)l«ad sAiaiiaab a iartisl eld Ip sausaad ,e ssay jlo )fl9bna)nibqoe as JlsH bisliiV/ .ooH

,
dd



S22 HISTORY OF DELAWARE.

was compellfd to return home, and since 1S36.

has continued to reside here. He has devoted

his life to agriculture, and is one of the most

successful and thorough farmers of the State.

He is the owner of ten farms in his vicinity
;

is

a large peach grower, having had as m.any as

20,000 trees in bearing at one time, but now
has only about 8,000 in bearing, his farms be-

ing mostly devoted to grain. He, early in his

history, took a large interest in the public im-

provements of the State, and has been a di-

rector of the Delaware railroad for many years;

has taken a great interest in the educational

affairs of the community, and served as School

Commissioner of his district
;
and at the break-

ingout of the late civil war was appointed by

Gov. Burton, enrolling officer for his district,

and served in this position throughout the

war. His desire was to be a soldier in the

field, and but for untoward circumstances pre-

venting, he could not have been induced to

occupy a merely civil post in the struggle. In

politics he has been a Republican from the or-

ganization of that party in the State, and be-

fore this, was a member of the People’s party,

and a Whig until the party ceased to exist.

Indeed, he is to this day, rather disposed to

congratulate himself upon -the fact that his

father and grandfather were members of that

now historic party. Averse as Mr. Curry has

always been to public life, and to official po-

sition dependent on a political canvass, it was

with some surprise that his friends first learned !

that he had consented, after the greatest per-

suasion, to become a candidate for Governor,

His modesty and perfect freedom from politi-

cal aspirations, being not less marked charac-

teristics of the man, than his intelligence,

honor, and special fitness to serve creditably,

and with fidelity and purity in any position his

fellow citizens might induce him to be a can-

didate for. He was united in marriage. May
2, 1848, to Miss Sarah A., daughter of John
Hurst, of Sussex county, and one son, Thomas,
born, Sept. 4, 185 1, is the fruit of this marriage.

ICHOLSON, TAMES, Farmer of Sum-
^.'0 fll mit Bridge, was born in New Castle 1

county, Feb. 6, 1814. His father. Wil-
liam Nicholson, was born in Dover,
but resided, most ot his life, in Penca-

der hundred, where he was, for many years, a

I

Justice of the Peace. He held many local offi-

; ces and was popular and highly respected. He

I

followed, in early life, tlie tailoring business,

1

but was afterwards kept almost constantly in

office. He was very prominent in the commu-
nity. an active and influential member of the

old Whig part}', and an intimate friend of

John M. Clayton. He died in 1856, at about

75 years of age. His son, James, is his only

surviving child by his marriage, in 1812, with

Millicent Savin, of Kent county. She died in

1838, and he was afterwards twice married.

His second wife was Rachel La}’man, by whom
he had two children, both living : William P.

and Pauline. The family is of English origin,

and were among the early settlers of Kent.

Mr. James Nicholson received a good common
school education, was brought up to industri-

ous habits, and early commenced to make his

own way in life. He was a clerk for a while,

worked in making the old Frenchtown and
New Castle railroad, and at nineteen, taught

school, which he followed for two years. For
i about a year he superiniended the lousuuC-
' tion of a part of the P. W. & B. R R., after

i which he rented, for tw'o years, a farm near

!
Glasgow. He then removed to Cecil county,

I

Md., and combined farming with hotel keep-

I

ing, but returned in two years to a farm in

1
the vicinity of Glasgow, and soon after be-

came the tax collector and constable of

Pencader hundred for four years He after-

wards kept the hotel at Glasgow for two
years, and next, at Summit Bridge for

thirteen years, cultivating also the hotel

farm. From 1852, he kept a country store

till 1855, when he became a contractor

for the building of the Delaw,ire railroad. In

1856, he purchased the Caulk farm near Sum-
mit Bridge, where he lived and succeeded

well, but rented it in 1858, and returned to

mercantile life at Summit Bridge, and also

kept hotel till 1865, when he purchased a fine

farm in Chester county, Pa., and resided there

a year. On account of the death of his eldest

son, he sold this property and returned to his

store at Summit Bridge, and soon purchased
there the Beach hotel farm, where he still re

sides. He has added to it an adjoining farm,

and now owns 217 acres close adjoining the

village, and which will probably be the site of

the best part of the town. He owns also the

“Pleasant Valley” farm, at the foot of Iron
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flill, near Glasgow, which he purchased in

1856. Mr. Nicholson has always been a mem-
ber of the Democratic party, and actively in-

terested in political matters. He was first

elected as Assessor of his hundred against his

father, who was the Whig candidate. In 186S,

he was appointed Recorder of New Castle

county, by Gov. G. Saulsbury, which office he

held five years. In 1876, he was elected to

the Legislature and served during the ses-

sion of 1877. He became a Mason in 1870,

joining St. John’s Lodge, New Castle county.

He was married, July 3, 183S, to Miss Sarah,

daughter of William and Anna (Llnderwood)

Adair, of Pencader hundred. They have had

four children. The daughters were Milli-

cent Jane, wife of William H. Harbert, mer-

chant of Summit Bridge, and Anna Matilda,

who married Edward F. Boulden, and died in

1863, in her twenty-second year. She was a

lovely Christian woman. The eldest son,

James Lewis, died, Sept. 4, 1865, in his

twenty-third year, a young man of great

promise, well educated and of exemplary

Christian character. He was the pride of his

parents, and his loss was keenly felt. The
youngest child, Lambert Veazey Nicholson, is

at home with his parents.

ATEMAN, REV. JAMES, formerly a

well-known Minister of the gospel in

Delaware, was born in Queen Anne
county, Md., Jan. 4, 1775. He married

Susan, daughter of John Marim, of Kent
in the vicinity of Dover. Five children were

born to them : Hannah Marim, Mary, James,

Charles M. and John Henry Bateman. Sketches

of James and John H. are in this vol. Fie

traveled as an itinerant in the States of Vir-

ginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania and Delaware
;

his death occurred in Greensboro, Caroline

county, Md., May 31, 1830, and his remains

were interred at that place. His last conscious

utterance was, “Oh ! the pain, the bliss of dy-

ing !” The testimony of The General Min-

utes of the Methodist Episcopal Church respect-

ing him, is most honorable, and the following

encyclopedic notice embraces all that needs

to be said :
“ A Methodist Episcopal minister,

born in Maryland, 1775, converted in 1800, en-

tered the itinerant ministry in the Philadel-

phia Conference in 1806, located in 1814, re-

entered in 1817, and preached until his death.

As a man he was amiable, urbane and gen-
erous

;
as a Christian, gentle, candid and

full of charity; as a preacher, sound, earnest

and warm
;
as a presiding elder, discreet, firm

and wise. His life was useful and loving, and
his death triumphant.”

ATEMAN, JOHN HENRY, Cashier of

the First National Bank of Dover, was
born in Chestertown, Kent countv,

Cl
^

Md., March 13, 1830. His father. Rev.

James Bateman, died a few weeks after

the birth of this son, who was brought up by
his uncle, Charles Marim. His educational

advantages were limited, and at the age of

fourteen, he became a clerk in Milford, and
after one year, in Wilmington. For two years

from 1848, he was in the woolen firctory on the

Brandywine, and for two years superintended

the farm of his uncle, near Dover. He was

next in business in Dover, and, in 1857, re-

ceived from Gov. Causey the appointment of

Justice of Peace and Notary Public for

Kent county. This office lie resigned, upon

being appointed clerk by C. H. B. Day, Col-

lector of Internal Revenue. President Lin-

coln appointed him Postmaster at Dover, in

1861, and he held this office two terms. April

28, 1868, he was elected Cashier of the First

National Bank of Dover, which position he has

since ably and satisfactorily occupied. In poli-

tics he is an enthusiastic Republican, and a

prominent and influentfal worker and writer for

the success of his party. Mr. Bateman united

with the M. E. church in 1845, is superin-

tendent of the Sabbath School of the Wesley

church of Dover. He was married, Feb. 26,

1852, to Caroline S., daughter of Andrew and

Rebecca Armstrong, of Brandywine. Five of

their children are now living : Susan M
,
a

teacher in Wilmington
;

Rebecca T., who
married, Feb. 26, 1878, William T. Cullen, of

Kent county, and has one child, William

Bateman Cullen
;
and James, Josephine and

Andrew Armstrong Bateman.

|-^^^IMMONS, BAUDUY, late of Wilming-

ton, was born in Christiana hundred,

near what is now Du Pont Station, Jan.

24, 1805. His father, John Simmons,

had there three farms, on one of which

he liv'ed. He died in the infancy of this son

who was his youngest child. The family is
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one of the oldest in the State, and from times

far back were members of Old Swedes church.

John Simmons had, besides, two other sons,

George and John, and one daughter, Hannah,
who married Jesse Gregg. All are now de-

ceased. Bauduy Simmons was trained to the

labors of the farm which he followed for a

time, but inclining towards mercantile pur-

suits, he came to Wilmington, about 1830, and

entered the store of his uncle, George Sim-

mons, who was then a shipping merchant at

P'ront and Orange streets, at a time when
Wilmington carried on an extensive trade

with the West Indies and was much more a

shipping port than now. In 1837 he entered

into partnership with Jeremiah Duncan in the

lumber business, at Front and Tatnall streets.

Soon after, he purchased Mr. Duncan’s interest

and entered into partnership with Joshua Sim-

mons, which continued till the death of the

latter in 1863, when his son George took his

place, and Mr. Bauduy Simmons’ son, Samuel

G., was also admitted to the firm, which then

took the name of Bauduy Simmons and Com-
*pany. A large and extensive business in lum-

ber and mill work was built up, requiring large

buildings and yards for the trade, and is still

fully maintained. Mr. George Simmons retir-

ed in 1871, and the year following Mr. Bauduy

Simmons also retired, and the firm then be-

came S. G. Simmons and Brother. Since that

time the younger brother has also been ad-

mitted. These gentlemen are practical in the

business, having grown up to it under their

father’s management, and the firm is recog-

nized as one of the most important in the city,

on account of the nature and extent of their

transactions and of their superior business ac-

complishments. The enterprise has now a

continuous history of over forty years, and few

establishments are able to refer back to so

long continued a prosperity as that enjoyed

by S. G. Simmons & Brothers. Mr. Bauduy

Simmons became one of the old reliable busi-

ness men and property owners of Wilmington,

and was one of its most public spirited citizens.

Active in business, upright in dealing, and

with a character above reproach he was a man

of mark, and respected by every one. He
would, however, never accept any office. In

early life he was an old line Whig and after-

wards a Republican. He was for a number of

years a member of Old Swedes church,

and later in life a vestryman in St. Andrew’s
P. E. church His wife was Ann, daughter of

Samuel Gregg, and their four chih.lren
,
now liv-

ing, are Samuel G., Charles, Jesse G., and
Helen S. All these three brothers are togeth-

er in partnership No face was more familiar

i m business circles in Wilmington than that of

Bauduy Simmons, and with few persons was
it so pleasant to meet. Therefore the loss

was deeply felt when on Feb. 2, 1882, an ill-

ness of about two months closed his long and
worthy career. He died at his residence, 304
West st., aged a few days over 77 years, and
was laid to rest in old Swedes cemetery.

TONE. GEORGE WHITEFIELD,
Merchant of Wilmington, was born in

Moravia, Cayuga county. New York,

PAb. 29, 1840. His parents were Jacob
T. and Mary (Bennett) Stone. His

father was a farmer in his early life, and with

the exception of one year spent in Moravia,

resided all his life in Homer, Cortlandt county,

i\ew V ork
;
to which place he rcLumed in

1S40. He was Postmaster there under Taylor,

and for many years after was an Associate

Judge of the County Court. His four children

are Seymour H., residing in Syracuse
;
Amelia

C., wife of Prof. Richard L. Quinton of Phila-

delphia
;
Lucius B., a planter in Alabama, and

George W. Stone, the subject of this sketch.

Jacob T. Stone and his wife are still residing

in Homer. They are both descended from the

early Puritan settlers of Massachusetts
;
their

ancestors being originally from Wales. Thomas

I

Stone, grandfather of the subject of our

I

sketch, was from Brimfield, Massachusetts, and

I

was one of the early pioneers of Central New
! York, where he became a prosperous farmer.

I

He was the son of John Stone, also a farmer.

I

The first American founders of the family were

j

three brothers
;
John, Nathan and David. As

i
a race they have always been, and are to the

j

present day, hardy, independent and prosper-

ous. George W. Stone graduated at the

!
Cortlandt Academy in 1859, and entered the

j

same year the law office of O. Porter, Esq.,

I with whom he studied till the breaking out of

i the war. He was then on a sick bed, just

beginning to convalesce, but he rose up at

once and was the first man in the county to

' enlist, and in three days he had raised Com-

I

pany D., 12th Regiment, New York Volun-



*V«I>oA nt altl ijj lyljlf
loiKgMch ,nnA <«w -jijjw *IM A:i<iU(io .3 /I

'VU -uon .fl97},|ui3 Tyo) nitHj hflC .S^lO‘|>U<.»£«
‘

*«£
, O 3<j»al; ,t-*hA/lO ,.t) huttu.^ ante jij^nii

f-ri: iri.».dj yK-jtlJ HA
>.j;imr.> •>iofn r.E// ;t„;i qtd^iynji«<^ tii,„
•>

' i.ffi «t*»j;,MitmJiV/ »:i *.nly7h ?’ani*j/d nr
- V v/i»< l>nn .^rtrsOn'ytiSl

'jdi vivlaij.’lT .Joarrj ot inR»ao!q cn li
-.>» i-K! .siilJi no .tarfv/ ^^^qtJ5 fa tir,v/

‘•n 6 aid ba«o!'^ owl Juoddo a^on
ctiri b. faaibaH .tMir^’^diicw

one .i iCi/V “1370 i?v»jsb v/al a b-sgs
, .js JeoW

.•<i3j!>fOM tsfjav^g b!o n» jcji oJ bi£t eew

.aJHRJ^TIHV/ HOHO3O
rti friod ,notn/.iftiiiW lo IfifidoislVl

,>'ioY w:>/f .<ln.tn3 figu-^O ,£iv£,oI/I
do:,r;[ J13V; sinaisq 8iH .0|.ar .pc .d^'d ^
3jH,.

btie .T.'S^T
/''3<v? bn*. yhoo aid „} lamisl e asw Torfj»>

nt infjqg; -jg-ry ano lo noijq»:)X3 t>d}
.•(iruoi ibneij^oD ,-i?jrnQH ni slif aid Jle btsbiasi
r.i tiO'tuJa, :>,r rbirtw 03 '; a-ioV wni4
.io[v> T tsbfiii 3T0dJ -i>}3ftmj8o^ esw aH .0^3 1

3Je<o.'^A<A mj 2f.-^ loijfi

fTitbJid'; wjolalPi nuoD yjanoD ;»d3 'lo ogbul
-ilfTiA

; »2*j:)eive ni gnibisai ..H womyoe aie
-i lfd-i lo nolmup J ,lo 3<I >0 oliw ,.3 !

i'f/r, tsm^cb.iA ni is^ftjdq e
. « ,<ubi3.I

; eHqbbl
,dj3^><p >f,lj in 3>o'do.^ odi ^ooi’8. .W dji'K):*D

d»3a ?ttv/ siri bos 33iojS .T doief

'

:>aj aioti b3b,i?.,fcob dJbd -jt« ysrfT .n^ntoH nl
ir;rfl

i Jjio aiaJjjja /i£Jna’i yhga
^t^ffiodT ri3!i.V/ n.m> ydeni^hc ^nit^da^ojaaorrs
3^'-' lo iooMua Odj lo twJielbnnra .SMOJCI

• ^'ir.’! 33 o^i;d5£a., M.faKnonoa mo-»l
vo/i JaTinal lo a-ii,anoiq vi-j*w qH', lo <,no fc£W
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“'Jii Tohyqn® 7iad3 lo baa enoi33iaut*7iswon a^lKpatna adT .Blnamfkiiqmoa
wa) bbs.staay X3rc> ravo lo .y7<Jl*id enouaiJnoa

-,3^91 03 .ald^^sia e3n9fnrfaWaJfcik
boXC'in^ 3aif3 ea Ylhaqeoiq a baoniin^ gnol
X3*bw*ff .iM .fiariioTff jS «nommia .0 S '«f
*l«ud aidedai bb 9d] lo ono amaaad *«ommi5 -|
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teers for the three months’ service, of which he

was elected captain. On the way with his

Company to join his regiment he was admitted

to practice in the Suprem.e Court, at Bingham-

ton, New' York. In August, i86i, lie entered

the United States Navy as Assistant Paymas-

ter, which rank he held during the war. He
was detailed as Judge Advocate of the North

Atlantic Squadron, and was engaged in its

duties till the close of the struggle, when he

was honorably discharged. He remained near

Fortress Monroe in the practice of law till

1867, w'hen he removed to Wilmington to be-

come Vice-President and Superintendent of

the Delaware Mutual Life Insurance Company,
with which he continued for about two years.

He then, in 1870, decided to become a mer-

chant, and established the business of machin-

ery and machine supplies at No. ii, East

Water street, it being the first and only estab-

lishment of the kind in Wilmington. Many
predictions were made that such a specialty

could not there be sustained, but Mr. Stone

went to work undauntedly and witn his accus-

tomed energy and perseverance, and was
soon rewarded w'ith a profitable trade, which

has continued without interruption to the

present time. He is now one of the most suc-

cessful business men of Wilmington, and is

considered one of the most careful and thor-

ough. He was Secretary of the Board of

Trade in Wilmington from the time of its or-

ganization in 1867 to 1873. His reports arc

very full and valuable
;

in fact, he was the first

to compile the trade statistics of Wilmington,

and gather them into one volume. In 1869 he

put forth great exertions to have a public park

made on the banks of the Brandywine. The
whole property on both sides of the river,

amounting to over 100 acres, could then have

been purchased for $27,000, and such a park as

might there have been made would, for beauty

and romantic situation, hardly have been

equaled in the whole country. That he did not

succeed in his undertaking must always be a

cause of regret to every one who takes pride in

the city and State. Public meetings were held,

and a very great general interest was aroused

on the subject. Mr. Stone wrote the report

which was published, signed by the following

committee, Thomas F. Bayard, Samuel M.

Harrington, Charles B. Lore, Daniel W. Ta\’-

lor and George W. Stone. Mr. Stone has

’taken an active interest in music, and has

,

been President of the Philharmonic Society of

Wilmington, with the e.xception of one year,

during its existence. Mr. Stone is a gentle-

man of dignified and polished manners, high

social position, and spotless reputation. A
man of strong and positive convictions and

: high purposes, he is a natural leader and im-

presses himself strongly on others, whether in

^

business or political affairs. His mind is clear,

I
he has a fluent and easy command of language,

,

and would undoubtedly have risen to prom-

inence at the bar had he continued in the pro-

I

fession of the law, but he is more than satisfied

! that he chose a business career in which, by his

steady progress, he has in a few years become
one of the solid and infiuential nn n of the

city. He is an ardent Republican, and w'as

chairman of the County Republican Committee
during the Garfield campaign, and possesses a

commanding influence with his party. His

religious connection is with the Unitarian

church of Wilmington, of which he is a trus-

tee. He was man ied, March 28, 1865, to Miss

Kate C ,
daughter of John FI. and Margaret

(Beath) Graupner of Boston. IMr John H.

Graupner is the son of Gotlieb A. Graupner,

who came froni Prussian Germany, and founded

in Boston the music business now' carried on by

Oliver Ditson. He also was one of the founders

of the Handel and Hayden Society, and his

father, John George Graupner, was Chapel-

Master to the King of Prussia, Mr. and Mrs.

Stone have three promising boys, whose names

are Seymour Howard, Ralph, and Frederick

Edward Stone.

^ONES, WILLIAM PAYNTER, Far-

rner and P"ruit Grower, near Lewes,

was born in Dagsboro hundred, Octo-

ber 31, 1829. His father, John Jones,

was born, April 18, 1796. He began

life entirely without means or education, but

by his own efforts fitted himself to be a good

teacher, and followed that vocation ior many
years. He purchased a farm and brought up

his family in comfort and res[)ectability, and

was prominent and useful in the community.

He held several local offices, and served four

years as a member of the Levy Court. By his

I

first marriage, to Miss Truitt, he had one

child who died in infancy. His second wife

j

was Comfort Ingram, daughter of Purnal



ifT

Wrf t>rj« ^hvm nj
1 9rl orfi to!

»l 3i^ '<«w :>W^ nO b5jp:>i9 «>;*
.7y.-< 900 )o awJqaaxs. 9<fi rfjiw ,.nc/J8ftlmr«W i>9Ji|wbfi «a.v ad wd nipi oJ xn>.qfno3
-sUrtoa .6 )ti jtioiH MC :>ojtuUW.9 e»i gnhufal .fneff^ruS 9nravi«£ adi ni -i.fJaMoj
d!^id ,<n»nnfim b»ri«iloq 5di baftlmjfb baialno »d ,t&8i .jRi/guA: nl ^>l1oY v/oVS ,nojA ,tio\tcun):i'i *K9lioq« boii ,nofmoq I«boe
l>n/i i-nt iJaivnoa o 4;iioq bni., y/ioila /u,m
-mi bafi. ijb4;:il IftTyJsn tj ad idjid
ni iorlJ9dw..J:iad>o no \i-*\ur}'t}k llak<iflr»i/{

-?m /c4 44tfiJ4l««A ^s \vsH eoJmS boiiaU aril

sFJ .iflw. »d^ ^<yhub bf>d 9tf ^Jnst Hairfw .laj

filiO'i 9J/!;;>ovbA agbu^ >££ baJiniab esw
eJi^rti Jw;{«8n9 cew bns lOoibcupS oiJn«ljA

,ifcr>b M bfMffi Ifi'jbiiotj 10 w.3ni2od oadvir ^alajAJija adj 1o aeob i»ri# ilij..ao{jub
)o bnammoo JnsuB aacd srf

j

waft baftbmsi »H. ^bsjSiedaEibxf '/noWaiiW
-mov, oj mjen r/cd xlbaJduobrto bloow bnfi.liiJ vrsMo ooiawiq orii oi ooinoM «83iJt6H
-oiq >i|} ni bawnjJf(o3 sri bid ltd ad j jb oanani

i -od o1 noi^^nimliy/ oJ bavoroai od nariv/ vd8 i

0iorn el ad lud ,wd aril )o noiaasl 'lo Jn»bnyirtii9qu£ biw Jnabiaat<I-93lV imoa

.'ill

eid *{d ,ib?jfv^ ni loaifia efanieod s sepdo odiedf
•jwood g-.£vw ws) e ni eAd t>d .aean^biq vb6>ia
adi lo (I icn Ichnoaftni bne. bi^oe adj lo ano
efiv/ bf.fc .nBoilduqa^l InabiU ns al' aH ,/<lb
aaldnrtmoD niDiiduqaJl fim/oD odl lo njsrpiiidp

8 bne .osixjqmRO bfswWD adl aHupli>
8iH. 8-'d ddw vafraiiftni

nshiJinU adf ei notJaannoo euoijjdai

•^nrJ 8 8( bfj daidv/ )o .noIgnimdW 1o daiodo
CJ ,8c. ^ujiii'jid'i 4Ji»V< stt ,9:

Jow^icM bnr. .H (rdc^ lo. io}dp,wsb
, 0 oW

H ndo( -doJaoH lo vjnqUBiO (rfjcaH}
, ~'A d-jil'i nJ'^o uoe sifj ai 7anqt/i5^0

babnuol bne .vn^nnaD nsiaeiii*! moal omia oifv/

'<d no bahwa v/on oraom syjti noiaoH ni

avibnuai :n}3 lo -jno aft’w oate aH .nos^iiO lovilO
aid bns .vJ'jjdo^ nab^cH bfts.bbfusH aril lo
-inq^sO few/ tonquB-tO ndo^ .riifiil

bnx. .ai/. . ./iiaeui'l to ani^ adJ ol
e^miui. 9eod.iv ,?.xod sohstmo^q aoidl svc-d aftbjfi

bills ..flqlRy] ,bi4 ‘>/ciH nioctinaS bts

.onoiS'biiwbH

oi/d .>iHr/-YA‘f MAijjiv/ .aaxo
,aav» 9j 'ffiao tiavroiO jiui'd brijs

-oJaO .bsibnuri oiocla^^ii' 1 nt mod ts'/i JiLfeiif

,<s.no|, ndo|. .ladJfil ftifl ,Qt8i

.ftB3od oH .d^ 1.^8 1 IhqA ,/jK)d «c>
J^d <not3A?<jba -lo aniatp }uodltw x^attifio oTti

;
booa_fi »d oJlloemiri ti>fsi) eJiolta nwo «id

Xritra io»,no»J83ov led} bawollol bns .lodwal
qu idauoid boB fm«l s bvfsdotijq »H .away

. b/u. >x^tltdi.}aa<]£a'i bnt noVnoi in '<nmiil Kiri
^

^ - -^...

.X^inumoioa oil} oi itiU*!/ bn& inaormoiq aswi boeuow e«w leataJni Utonaa m bat,
vjv) bovoot bOB .eosdlo IbooI fnisvae blarl sH Mioqai adl »}oitv onojfi v.iM ftiiJ no

j.eid xH JiooOxv^J adMo lodinatn 8 a* nfisx adJ X*^ bon^aMi ibadaiiduq esw doidw
300 bid ail jiluiT a»iM o} J«ift , 1A iuurooS ,bnfix^ eimoriT .aoiiimmoo.
3jiw bno33a «iH ,xoft«>ui ni baib odvi Wiib

| -x&T .W IquiiiQ .o7oJ[ S .noianirfsH
Icoiol lo 'laidsiiBb «msi^4 JidlonoD esw

|
soolB .paciS ,W. ajiooO brut lol

,Xn«qmoD saftBtueiil oliJ oifi-wr.bOVd}

.eisax ow} Iwbdfi tcA bauniJnoo arl dotdw dJiw
-13TO 8 am&^'id 03 babiaob

,0';8 l ni .nari} aH
-nidwcD lo ^sonlaud 9fiS bsfisildsjaa has.fnciio
)e&3 .11 opt 36 satlqque anldwm bpi x^a

ad} v>38W
Xn«K .fiojgftimliW n? bnid &rfi ‘io in Jinrfeil

.X 3lebaq« s dana iBifi i^bam aiow enoiJjibotq’*

'jnofS .rtt jod ybaniSleoe ad yiarfj ion bluoo
-kuxjS'^id rUi’H pnx \ii>it}nijsbnu^ y{^ow oi inat?

«£v/^bns
. 33n8i3vaei»q bn« bamdl

d'jirfv/ ,ybBi3 oWsIftoiq « riliw bsbtfiwaflTnoo*

aril 03 OQiiquriaifti Juoriliw baimiinoJtJ esA
•pu& nom trd} lo ano won ei aH ,amiJ rr.asatq

‘

«7 h08 .noianitoIiV/Jo nam Manjeud lulaaai

-lod} bns (uiij^Ra leom aril 1« a«o faaxabiaftoj

lo biBofi »fl} lo x'W'Ja'j'3^ fjpn aH .dauo
-io >.H lo afoii sdJ moil noianimJIW oi abitT
aifi BJioqm eiH oi \d8 t oi noi}««iftfi:j

iaih ^tii z&vt ad .jd^I 014 alduoUv bn« llul x’«»v

.noianlmliW lo eaiiftifieig ab«il aifl aliqnjoa ol
ail gdSl. nl .omulov ano oJni madl ’iadle^^ bna
dV«q aildur/ avfirf 01 enoinaxa 38ai§ tl3iol }uq
ailT anlwxbftOTfl adj lo ednisd arii 00 ob*m
,iavh oHt lo «abie niod no vjiaqoaq aloriw

avfi/i oydi biftOD .^aiO£ ooi.iavo oi gniJauowJH
e* di«q 8 ihb8 fon« ,000. iq1 baacri..i»q na«4l'

"

Xlwiad lol .blftOV/ ab«m oaod avfiri aisSJ} irlgim

naad av^rf xi^'''^df«nob£ii3iE ai}n8moi bn«
Jon bib ad J^HT .xilowoD.aloriw adl nl baisupa
«*ad ynidfiJtabnu aid oi basaatift

oi abhq «a>lf3 oHv/ ano X’^va oJ lotgaK lo oivso
,W3il aiaw ^raiaaiq alldo% %a3 fi 3£ bn£Xiia aril

"I

d n

IliA it



520 HISTORY OF DELAWARE.

and Sarah Phillips, and they had five chil- !

dreii
; James Purnal, William Paynter, George

Alanson, John Martin, who died, Nov. 8, 1864,

and Charles Reed. Mr. Jones and his wife

were members of the Baptist church. He died,

Jan. 4. 1S67. His father, James JonC', came
from Virginia about tire time of the Revolu-

tionary war and settled in Sussex county. His

ancestors were Scotch, and were probably

among the early settlers of the Old Dominion.

His children were
: John, Lewis, James, Wil-

i

liam and Betsey. William P. Jones grew up
j

to the labors of the farm, and attended the

schools of the vicinity, but most of his educa-
!

tion was received at home under the careful I

and constant instruction of his father, who re-
'

quired each week a certain amount of study.
;

At the age of twelve he became a clerk in
'

Millsboro, and acquired such a reputation that

his services w^ere sought by the other mer-

chants in the place. He was thus engaged
for three years, and also a part of the following

three, but spent most of that time on the

home farm and at school. At the age of

twenty-five he became a clerk for Noah Con-
naway, and also carried on the butchering

business on his own account, which was pro-

fitable and enabled him, at the end of four

years, to enter into parnership with Mr. Con-
naway, which continued three years. In 1857,

Mr, Jones spent several months in Kentucky
and Ohio, and on his return purchased his

first farm of 100 acres, near his old home, for

which he paid $i,000. Soon after, he added

twenty acres. He was also engaged in buy-

ing and driving cattle to the northern mar-

kets, which he made profitable. In 1859, he

was appointed Justice of the Peace and No-

tary Public, by Gov. William Burton, which

position he held for the term of seven years

wdth much acceptance to the people. Jan. 17,

1872, he was appointed Clerk of the Peace by

Gov. James Ponder, for a term of five years,

proving one of the best and most efficient of-

ficers the county ever had. During this time

he resided at the county seat. In 1880, he

was elected to the Legislature by the Demo-
cratic party, in which he was prominent, and

served his constituents with conspicuous abil-

ity and zeal. Mr. Jones purchased, in May,

1877, the farm where he now resides, of i8i

acres, then in a greatly neglected state, but

he has brought it under excellent cultivation,

and made it a fine

was married, July

Ruth, daughter of

way, and has eight

Wise, David Price,

Louisa Comfort, M
is one of the leadin

State, and a highly

zen, enjoying the

I of the community

i
life.

fruit and grain farm. He
2, i860, to Miss Margaret

Noah and Louisa Conna-

children ; Effie Lee, Arny
Charles Vanderbilt, Ralph,

ildredand Ruby. Mr. Jones

g men in that part of the

useful and intelligent citi-

full confidence and esteem

in which he has spent his

LOCKSOM, JOSEPH T. V., of Wil-

'^Ifs
Physician and Surgeon, was

born in Milton, March 26, 1850. His

father, Richard Blocksom, is a farmer

of that vicinity. He received an aca-

demic education in his native town, and at the

age of seventeen commenced the study of

medicine in the same place wuth Dr. James A.

Hopkins. In 1869, he entered Jefferson Medi-

cal College, from which he graduated with the

class of 1871. During the summer of that y-ear

ne took an cA.lia course at the college, and

was also engaged in hospital practice. After

practicing a short time in his native town he

settled at Little Creek, Kent county, where he

was very successful as a country ph> sician, but

in the spring of 1874, he removed to Wilming-

ton, and has since resided in that city. Here

he rapidly rose to prominence, and has a large

and steadily increasing practice. In 1876, he

was elected City Vaccine Physician, holding

the position one year. Since 1872, he has been

a member of the Delaware State Medical So-

ciety. In politics he affiliates with the Demo-
cratic party. He was married, in 1872, to Miss

Sallie Fisher, granddaughter of William V.

Colter, Esq., of Wilmington.

ggODNEY, WILLIAM.— The Rodney
family which has figured so prominent-

ly in the history of Delaware, is de-

scended from a very ancient English

^ family, who resided at Rodney Stoke,

now the city of Bristol, in Somersetshire,

since the earliest times of which records e.xist.

In 16S2 William Rodney came to this coun-

try with William Penn, as his legal ad-

viser, and from him all the American Rodneys

are descended. He settled in Philadelphia,

where, in 1688, he married Mary Hollyman,

who died in 1690. After the death of his wife
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he removed to Dover, where he married, in

1693, Sarah, daughter of Daniel Jones, for

whom Jones Creek and Jones Neck near Dover

are named. Daniel Jones was at that time

the largest land owner, and the wealtliiest

man in the province. Mr. Rodney being a

man of education and legal attainments, e.x;-

erted a potential influence in the province

during his life. He was the first speaker of

the first General Assembly of the three lower

counties in Delaware, and filled many posi-

tions of trust and influence. He died in 1708.

leaving one son, William, by the first wife,and

one son, Caesar, by the second. From Wil-

liam are descended all of what are knows as

the Sussex county Rodneys.

ODNEY, C/ESAR, was the son of

William Rodney,
(
see preceding

sketch,) and inherited all the property

of his grandfather Jones, consisting of

about a thousand acres of land. He
married Mary, eldest daughter of the Rev.

Thomas Crawford, the first Episcopal clergy-

man who ever came to Delaware. Csesar

Rodney was an educated and cultivated gen-

tleman, but was unambitious, and declined all

offers of public service, and never accepted

office of any kind. Two of his sons, however,

whose lots were cast in the stirring times of the

American Revolution, have left their mark so

indelibly upon the pages of American history,

that their names are likely to be remembered

while the Republic e.xists. These were Cxsar

Rodney, the signer of the Declaration of In-

dependence, and Col. Thomas Rodney, who
died Chief Justice of the Mississippi Terri-

tory.

ODNEY, C/ESAR, Patriot and Signer

of the Declaration of Independence,

was the eldest son of Caesar Rodney, (see

preceding sketch,) and was born near

Dover, Oct. 7, 1728. He was carefully

educated by private tutors and succeeded to

his father’s large estate. He was elected High

Sheriff of Kent county in 1758, and from that

time until his death, continuously filled impor-

tant offices of trust and honor. In 1765 he

was, with Thomas McKean and Joseph Kol-

lock, appointed by the House of Assembly to

represent the lower counties at the General

Congress held at New York, where all the

colonies sent deputies to unite in petition to

to the King and both Houses of Parliament, to

obtain a repeal of the Stamp act, a most op-

pressive invasion of the liberties of America.

In 1774, he was elected a delegate to the First

Continental Congress which met in Carpen-

ter’s Hall, Philadelphia, in the fall of that

year, and took a most active part in the

measures that led to the final separation of

the colonies from Great Britian and the

establishment of the United States in 1776.

The three' lower counties of New Castle,

Kent and Sussex, on Delaware, were largely

under tor\’ influences, and it was princi-

pally due to Caesar Rodney’s exertions

and personal influence that induced approval

of separation from the mother country. In

1776, in addition to h's duties as member of

Congress, Mr. Rodney was made Major Gen-

eral of the Delaware State, and as commander
in chief, several times led the State forces

against the British foe. After the cap-

ture of Trenton, on the night of Christmas,

1776, he remained for some time in com-

mand of that post. In 1778 he was elected

President of the Delaware State, and during

his term of office used his utmost efforts to

further the cause of American Independence
;

freely using his own large fortune, when pub-

lic funds were not forthcoming, so that at the

time of his death his property was nearly

absorbed. At the close of his term as

President, he was again elected to Congress,

but did not take his seat owing to ill health.

His death occurred at Poplar Grove, his home,

on the west side of Dover river on the twen-

ty-ninth of June, 1784. No man has filled a

larger or more important place in the history

of Delaware than Caesar Rodney, nor has any

one more fully deserved that distinction.

Honest and true to his convictions, cultivated,

intelligent, generous and courteous in his man-

ners, he exerted a wide personal influence, and

always for the good of the State, that has

never been excelled and gave him the confi-

dence of all- classes. He is described by a

co-temporary as being a man of about five

feet ten inches in height, and of fine appear-

ance, of clear understanding and good judg-

ment. His manners were graceful, easy and

polite
;
he had a vast fund of humor and had

the happiest talent in the world of making

his wit pleasant and agreeable.” He was a
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faithful public officer, an intense patriot, just
|

in all his dealings, easy to his tenants and
i

debtors, sincere to his friends, beneficent to
|

his relatives and kind to Ids servants. Pos- ^

sessed of ample means, he always lived in a
|

generous, social and elegant style. John ,

Adams in a letter to a friend written in iSiq, I

says :
“ I was intimately acquainted with

Caesar Rodney, who under the constant pres-

ence of ill health preserved a clear under-

standing, and a firmness, a steadiness and in-

flexibility of heart equal to any statesman I

have known.”

g
OD\EY, JUDGE THOMAS, fifth son of

Caesar Rodney, and brother of the

Signer of the Declaration of Independ-

ence, was born near Dover, Del., the

(2U 4th day of June, 1744. He was care-

fully educated, and being a hard student be-

came one of the best informed, and cultivated

men of his time. He was an enthusiastic advo-

cate of the Independence of the colonies, and

did much to reconcile public opinion to the

change of government. Though not connected

with the continental army, he, on several

occasions of pressing necessity, led bodies of

Delaware volunteers to the aid of the Ameri-

can cause. He took part in the movement of

Gen. Washington against the Hessians occu-

pying Trenton and Bordentown, and his com-

mand acted an important and leading part in

the victory at Princeton. He was, for a time,

in charge of the Head Quarters at Morristown.

The American historian is largely indebted to

him for his careful notes of the campaign,

which are considered the fullest and most

reliable authority on this eventful period of

our history. Thomas Rodney filled many
positions of trust and honor : he was a mem-
ber of the “Council of Safety,” and many times

a member of the General Assembly of Dela-

ware
;
was Judge of Admiralty and of the

Common Pleas
;
Colonel of the Eighth Dela-

ware Regiment
;

(Militia), and for a time the

agent of the French Government for the

supply of French troops in America. In 1781

he was a member of the Continental Congress,

and took an important part in its discussions.

His diary of his term of service, and his

sketches of the men of that period are invalu-

able contributions to the early history of the

United States. After the close of the war,

tory influence regained sway in Sussex, and
Col. Rodney, with the rest of the leading

Whigs who had controlled the State during

the war for Independence, were svvept into the

obscurity of private life, where he remained
until appointed Chief Justice of the Mississippi

Territory in 1S02 by President Jefferson. He
filled this position with signal ability until his

death, which occurred at Washington, near

Natchez, January 2, 1811. Judge Rodney
married Elizabeth Fisher, daughter of Jabez

and Maud Fisher of Philadelphia, and left two
children

;
Lavinia, who married Hon. John

Fisher, the second Judge of the United States

District Court of Delaware, and the Hon.
Caesar A. Rodney. The State of Delaware

owes m.uch to Thomas Rodney
;
and while the

principles and exertions which operated in

transferring it from a Royal to a Republi-

can government continue to be revered, his

name cannot cease to occupy a distinguished

place in the gratitude and affection of her

people.

ODNEY, CzESAR A., Statesman, only

son of Judge Thomas Rodney, was

born at Dover, January 4, 1772. He
was educated at the University of Penn-

sylvania, studied law in Philadelphia

with Joseph B. McKean, and was admitted to

the bar in that city. In 1793 he married Susan,

daughter of Captain John Hunn of Philadel-

phia They had a large family, only one son,

however, leaving issue. He came to Wilming-

ton soon after his marriage and began the

practice of the law. Delaware was then under

control of the Federal party, and the cause of

its opponents seemed hopeless of obtaining

political power. Mr. Rodney being a great

admirer of Mr. Jefferson, and devoted to the

principles ot the Democratic-Republican party,

as enunciated by th?t statesman, at once took

an active interest in politics, and being pos-

sessed of agreeable manners and great elo-

quence, soon became the acknowledged leader

of that party in the state. He was elected to

the Legislature in 1797, and in 1802, at the

solicitation of Mr. Jefferson, ran for Congress

against James A Bayard, whom Mr. Jefferson

greatly disliked, and was elected over him by

a small majority, thus being the first Democrat

chosen from Delaware to any public position.

It is worthy of note that the change of
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sentiment indicated by the election of Mr. '

Rodney to Congress, was the beginning of a
'

period of political domination which lasted for
|

upwards of fifty years. Tiie Democratic party

of Mr. Jefferson which came into power at

that time continued, under its successor, the

Whig party, to control the destines of Delaware

until the election in the fall of 1858. In 1804

Mr. Rodney was chosen one of the seven

managers to conduct the impeachment of

Judge Chase. The importance of this case is

a matter of national history. Mr. Rodney
displayed much ability and great legal knowl-

edge as one of the managers of this case, and

gained thereby a national reputation as an

eminent lawyer. In 1805 he was employed

by the state of Pennsylvania to conduct the

impeachment of the Judge of that State for

unlawful commitments for contempt. In 1807

he was appointed by President Jefferson

Attorney General of the United States,

and continued to fill that position under

President Madison until his resignation in

1811. During his term of office many im-

portant cases were tried by him for the

Government, among which were the Bollman

and Swartwout cases, and the Burr con-

spirators, etc. On his resignation, he re-

turned to the practice of the law at Wil-

mington. On the breaking out of the war

with England in 18 12, Mr. Rodney was charged

with the command of the troops raised in

Delaware, and was for a long time in command
of the forts at Wilmington and at New Castle.

In 1817, Mr. Rodney was appointed by Presi-

dent Monroe, the head of a mission to the

South American States, to ascertain their

condition and the expediency of their ac-

knowledgement by the United States. On
the return of the mission, in 1818, Mr. Rodney
communicated to Congress an able paper on

the condition of those countries, advising their

acjcnowledgment by the United States as in-

dependent States. In 1820 Mr. Rodney was

again elected to Congress, and received a re-

spectable vote for the speakership, but being

a pronounced opponent of slavery,the southern

influence was thrown against him and he

failed of election. In 1822 he was elected to

the United States Senate, by the Legislature

of Delaware. In the same year. Congress,

largely influenced by Mr. Rodney’s report on

the subject, and his exertions in their behalf,

67

I

decided to acknowledge the independence of
' the South Amei ican Republics, and in 1823 he

^

was appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to the

L'nited Provinces of La Plata. He presented

his credentials, having been sent out to the

city of Buenos Ayres in the United States

Frigate, Congress, on December 27th, 1823,

and was enthusiastically received. Mr. Rod-
ney's health had been failing for some time,

but his death, which occurred June lO, 1824,

was sudden and entirely unexpected. He was
buried in the English church in the suburbs of

the city where the government of that State

erected a handsome monument to his memory.
“On the border of the prairie,e.xtending in all

its glory from La Plata to the Andes, moul-

der among strangers, the remains of Csesar

Augustus Rodney.” Mr. Rodney was slightly

under the average stature, but was well pro-

portioned, and was a singularly, intellectually

handsome man. He was a hard student, a rare

scholar, an eminent lawyer and a cultivated

and polished gentleman. His gift of language

was most remarkable, and it is striciiy within

the bounds of truth to say that his eloquence

has never been surpassed by any Delawarean

and by few Americans. Mr. Rodney’s great

learning and wide experience made him a most
charming conversationalist, and this combined
with agreeable and courteous manners ren-

dered him e.xceedingly popular wherever he

was known. William Cobbitt, the celebrated

English writer, frequently asserted that he

had met but two men in Arherica, who in his

opinion, were fit to be President of the United

States, and they were Thomas Jefferson and

Caesar A. Rodney. His death was a serious

loss to his State and to the nation.

ODNEY, GOV. DANIEL, was born at

Lewes, September 10, 1764, and at the

» time of his death was nearly eighty-

two years of age. His father was John,

(57^ son of William and Mary (Hollyman)

Rodney. John Rodney removed from Kent
to Sussex in 1736, and filled the offices of

Sheriff of Sussex, trustee of the Loan oflfice

and was a Judge of the “Sessions.” Daniel

was endowed with a vigorous mind, and

sought every available means for improvement,

but the war of the revolution having broken

out when a child, his facilities were few, even

to those of competent means. He, however,
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to a great extent overcame them by receiving
|

private instruction, and in culture he favora-
j

bly compared with the leading men of his i

time. His enterprising spirit led him, at the

age of sixteen years, to become the master of a

vessel navigating the Delaware, which being

infested by the enemy’s cruisers, was a very

hazardous employment. He was twice cap-

tured by the British, and suffered the loss of

his property. When peace came he settled in

business in Lewes, and soon after married the

daughter of Major Henry Fisher, a patriot

whose name is deserving of an honored place

in the history of the war for independence.

Upon the adoption of the constitution of the

State, 1793, Governor Clayton offered him the

choice of any of the offices of his county, but

with a disinterestedness hard to understand

in our day, he declined. He was afterward

prevailed upon by the Governor to take the

judgeship in the Court of Common Pleas, and

for twelve years occupied the position having

won the high regard of his associates on the

bench, and of the bar, when J. P. Wilson,

Jas. A. Bayard, Caesar A.Rodney, John Mining,

and Nicholas VanDyke were among its mem-
bers. The sacrifice of pecuniary interests in-

volved in attendance on public duties, with

the care of a growing family induced his resig-

nation, and he resumed active business until

his election in. 1813, to the position of Gov-

ernor of the State, to which office he was

elected by a large majority. It was a perilous

period. Yet its trying and manifold duties

were performed in a manner to reflect honor

upon Governor Rodney, and in 1817 he re-

ceived the vote of the Electoral College of

Delaware for the position of Vice President of

the United States, which, though not leading

to any result as to that position was a high

testimonial to the retiring Governor, and a

mark of their confidence in his fitness for this

exalted position. In 1822 he was elected to

Congress and served on the Committee on

Foreign Relations, perhaps, at that time, the

most important Committee of the House, and

one for which his abilities were well fitted. In

1827 he served for a time as United States

Senator from his State, and then withdrew to

a retirement suiting his taste for literary

studies and agricultural pursuits. In all these

positions, so honorably filled, he was sought

after, and not a seeker for office. He spent

the leisure of his later life in self examination

and preparation for the future life to which

the gospel he so intelligently believed pointed

him. If in public life he was stainless, in the

domestic circle his virtues endeared him to

his famib.c It was said of him that his long

life passed without the stain of an immoral act.

He was actively hostile to the system of

slavery and was one of the originators of an

Abolition Society, early in this century. A
copy of its printed constitution and by-laws

was supplied the editors of this work by Squire

J. A. Hazzard’s lady, of Milton, and bears

evidence of those better days when professing

Christians felt as Patrick Henry expressed it

that “it was a duty which they owed to re-

ligion to manifest its hostility to the practice

of slavery." His ashes sleep in the old grave-

yard of his birth-place, at Lewes.

Wilmington.

r^ODNEY, THOMAS McKEAN, was
thp 1-hird <;nn of Hon. Cresar A. Rod-

born Sept. II, 1800, in

At the age of fourteen,

he was appointed by President Madison,

a cadet at West Point, where he remained

for three years, when he obtained leave of

absence to accompany his father on a mission

to South America. On his return to the

United States he resigned his commission,

and began the study of law with his father,

and was admitted to the bar. In 1823 his

father having been appointed minister to

Buenos Ayres, he accompanied him as Secre-

tary of Legation to that country. Upon his

return to America he was appointed by Presi-

dent J. Q. Adams, Consul General to the city

of Havana, Cuba, in which position he con-

tinued until removed by President Jackson.

In 1842 he was appointed United States Con-

sul at Matanzas, Cuba, where he remained

until the close of President Tyler’s adminis-

tration. In 1849 he was appointed to the

same consulate by President Taylor, continu-

ing in this office until the close of President

Fillmore’s term. Mr. Rodney belonged to

the Whig school of politics, and was opposed

to the e.xtension of slavery and became an

earnest supporter of the Republican party

upon its organization. He was one of the

electors on the Republican ticket in Delaware,

in 1856, which received the now historic num-

ber of 308 votes, which represented the nu-
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OJ waibdliw^i^yai bnB rOiBta aid motl loicnag
\7«ald* xcS^aSrw'j itid gniiiire. inarasiiiM «
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merical strength of the party at that day in '

the State of Delaware. In 1847 was
elected to the Legislature of the State and ^

ser\'ed as chairman of the celebrated com-
mittee on contested election cases of that

;

year, with marked ability and firmness. On -

the inauguration of President Lincoln in 1861,

Mr. Rodney was appointed Collector of Cus-

toms for the District of Delaware, and re-

tained that position until removed by Andrew
j

Jolinson in 1866. By his personal integrity,
|

faithful attention to duty, and uniform frank
|

courteous manners, he won the esteem and ;

respect of all who were brought in official

relations with him. He was a most enter-

taining and genial companion and abounded
in anecdote and humor, which rendered him
exceedingly popular wherever he was known.
Mr. Rodney possessed an extensive acquaint-

ance among the public men of his time, and
numbered among his friends many of the dis-

tinguished men of his day. He died at his

residence. Cool Spring, Wilmington, April 24,

» 874
-

RAPER, CAPTAIN T H O M A S,
III i Parmer and Vessel Builder, was born

May 7, 1815, near Milton, in Sussex

county. His father, Thomas Draper^

was .by trade a brick mason but spent

most of his life in farming. He was a licensed

exhorter in the Methodist church, and a very

excellent man. He was born Dec. l, 1775, in

the above county, in which also he died when
in his seventy-eighth year. His wife was

Mary, daughter of Myers Clark. They had a

large family of children, of whom five sons and

one daughter grew to maturity. Captain

Thomas Draper attended the public schools

till he was nearly grown, and afterward the

academy at Milton. On leaving school he

continued to study faithfully at night, and was

his own instructor in the higher branches. He
was brought up on the farm and accustomed

to its labors. At the age of fourteen he be-

came a clerk in Milton, and remained three

years, when he returned home and worked on

the farm till his majority. He then rented one

of his father’s farms at Prime Hook Neck,

which he cultivated himself till 1847, when
leaving it in good care, he went to Philadel-

phia where he was engaged for three years as

salesman in a wholesale commission house.

Returning to Delaware he built the schooner

James Maull. She was a year in building, after

which he was her captain for three years,

when he sold her and in 1S52 removed to

Kent county where he bought the Cypress

Neck farm, near Barker’s Landing on which
he now resides. He has lived upon it or rent-

ed it to others from that time. During the

years 1859 and ’60 he was a merchant at Mag-
nolia, and spent a year in Pennsylvania. On
the breaking out of the war he entered the

Union army! and in the fall of 1862 was made
captain of Company H., Third Regiment Del-

aware Volunteers, wKich joined the army of

the Potomac. During 1S63 he was on special

duty serving as Assistant Provost Marshal in

Wilmnngton, and in November of that year re-

turned to his regiment till June 23, 1S64, when
he was honorably discharged on account of

spinal neuralgia. He spent two years, 1S66

and ’67, in Pennsylvania, having considerable

landed property in Marysville, Perry county.

Having- recovered his health he returned to

Delaware in i868, since which time he has re-

sided upon his farm. He owns 623 acres in

two farms
;
sixty acres are devoted to fruit

;

peaches, apples and pears
;
and the remainder

to corn, w'heat and grass. He built in 1875 the

schooner, Annie E. Draper, and in 1878 the

schooner. Commerce, both of which he still

owns. In 1873 he began the manufacture of

Draper’s Bone Phosphate, for which he has

had a large and increasing demand. A man
of such activity and enterprise could not fail

to be prosperous, and possessing also the es-

teem and regards of the community, his suc-

cess is a matter of local pride and satisfaction.

Captain Draper was formerly an old line Whig
and is now a Republican. In 1855 he was

elected to the Legislature and served in the

session of 1856. He joined the M. E. church,

in 1837, which he has for many years been

steward and trustee. He was married in 1843,

to Miss Sarah Cirwithien of Sussex county, by

whom he had one child, Lydia, now wife of

Bevins Morris, farmer, of Chestertown, Md.

Captain Draper lost his wife in 1846 ;
May 3,

1855, he married Miss Annie, daughter of John

Bailey, of Kent county. By this marriage he

has five children ;—Virginia M. E., Thomas

Bradford, John Bailey, Charles Frederick and

Irene Clark Draper.
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ALL, COLONEL DAVID, who corn-

manded the celebrated “ Delaware Line’’

in the Revolution, was born in Lewes,

Jan. 4. 1752, the second son of David

and Mary (Kollock) Hall. This fam-

ily, which has become very numerous in its

connections, is descended from Nathaniel

Hall, who came from Connecticut and settled

in or near Lewes, about 1700. He was noted

for his feats of bravery and strength, and was

called “ the Indian fighter.” He had two sons,

the younger of whom, Peter, left no heirs

The elder was David, the father of Colonel

David. He was a farmer and had a large

dairy, his land extending from Hall’s pond to

a marsh called Hall’s Island. He built the

Academy, now the Wiltbank house. He
had six children

;
Dr. Joseph Hall, the father

of Dr. Henry Fisher Hall and grandfather

of Dr. David Hall of Lewes
;

Simon, the i

third son, died unmarried
;

Peter, who left a

family
; Jane, who married three times but

uieu vviLu(jul issue, and Mary v.'ho married the

distinguished Rev. J. P. Wilson, whose sketch

is in this volume. Col David Hall was edu-

cated to the profession of the law and was

practicing in Lewes when the Continental Con-

gress called upon Delaware for troops. He
was one of the first to espouse the cause of

American Independence and by his social

position, ability and ardent patriotism, did

much to counterbalance the tory influence in

Sussex. He enlisted, first, as a private, and in

the spring of 1776 raised a company of which

he was commissioned captain and which be-

came a part of Col. Haslet’s regiment. On
the first of August they left for New York

where they joined Washington. Captain Hall

commanded his company with conspicuous

bravery in the battles of Long Island and

White Plains, and was one of the fighting

officers who in those engagements gained for

the Delaware troops laurels of imperishable

renown. In November he commenced re-

cruiting the Delaware battalion of 800 men
called for by Congress, Sept. 16, 1776, to serve

during the war. The first company to join

it, Capt. John Patten’s, was mustered in Nov.

30, and the second company, Capt. Robert

Kirkwood’s, Dec. i, 1776. This regiment

gradually absorbed most of Col. Haslet’s regi-

ment, which, at the battle of Princeton, where

!

the gallant Haslet fell, consisted of less than

j

one hundred men. Col. Hall appears to have

been a natural military leader and organizer,

drawing men around him by the magnetic
force of his genius and ability, firing them
with his own ardor, and keeping them in the

ranks. The men he trained were the bravest

in the revolution, and all but a sntall portion

laid down their lives for their country. David

Hall’s regiment of continentals was filled by
the following spring, and he was commissioned
its colonel, April 5, 1777 The records are

meagre of details during the ne.xt three years,

but it is known that they took part in the

battles of Brandywine, Germantown, and

Monmouth, shared the sufferings and priva-

tions of Washington at Valley Forge, and all

j

the campaigns of ’77, ’78 and ’79, and gained

a national reputation as the “Delaware line,”

and the “flower of the revolutionary army.”

Colonel Hall and his regiment were selected

by Washington and sent to Green Run,

Worcester county. Md., from which olace

they brought to Wilmington, in wagons, the

gold sent over by France, and loaned to the

United States. In the battle of Brandywine

they covered the retreat of Washington’s

army, and at that time Colonel Hall was
severely wounded. Brave, unflinching, he en-

dured everything for his country. His grand-

children can well remember the weeping of

their mothers and aunts, as they recalled the

sufferings of their father in the revolution.

Sleeping on the ground at night, he would
find in the morning his hair frozen to the

earth, and would be obliged to cut it away
with his sword before he could raise his head

from his icy pillow. At one time the men sat

on their horses si.x nights in succession wait-

ing an expected attack. Hunger, insuffi-

cient clothing and consequent sickness

added to their distress. When the regi-

ment was ordered, April 13, 1780, to South

Carolina, where the theater of war had

been transferred by the British generals. Col.

Hall was at home sick with camp fever.

After the war he resumed the practice of his

profession in Lewes. In 1802 he was elected

Governor on the Democratic ticket, even car-

rying Sussex which was strongly Federal. He
filled the office with great credit and honor

till 1805. Soon after, he was made one of the
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Judges of Delaware under the constitution of

1792, which position he adorned by his learn-

ing, ability and integrity. He was a friend

and counselor of Rodney, Read, McKean and i

other leading patriots. When in the army he

slept in the same tent with Washington, and
corresponded with him afterwards. The pict-

ure of Washington, which has ever since hung
in the State House at Dover, was presented

to the State by Gov. Hall. He married

Catherine Tingley of New York and had one

son, Joseph, who died just as he commenced
the practice of law

;
and six daughters

;
Eliz-

abeth, who married Dr. John White, and had

four sons and four daughters
;

Mary, who
married, first, Dr. Robert Houston,and had one

j

daughter and two sons, and, secondly, David
'

Walker, by whom she had two daughters and I

four sons, (one of these being Mr. J. W. Wal-
j

ker of Wilmington, who has generously borne
i

the expense of the accompanying plate of his
;

grandfather)
;
Jane, the third daughter, mar- i

ried ex Governor John Collins, and had three
|

sons and three daughters
;
Catherine, married

,

David Paynter, and had three daughters and
|

two sons, one of whom, John Paynter, was

captain of a company of Pennsylvania troops

in the late war and guarded DuPont’s powder

works when threatened by the confederates.

Lydia, the fifth daughter, married Dr. Edward
Huffington of Middleford, and had one son and

two daughters, and Martha married James

Tull of Milton
;
she died in 1864. Governor

Hall died September 18, 1817, in Lewes, in his

sixty-si.xth year. He was a member of the

Order of Cincinnati, of the Masonic Fraternity,

and many years a ruling elder in the Presby-

terian church. History places his character,

ability and patriotism very high
;

he was a

man of great strength of character, force of

will, and uncompromising loyalty to country

and duty.

NDERSON, JAMES, late President

and Cashier of the Farmers’ Bank o

Delaware, at Georgetown, was born

near that place, April 8, 1793. His

mother, Leah (Windsor) Anderson,

was also born in Sussex county, but his father.

James Anderson, Sr., was a native of Ireland,

and came to this country soon after the revo-

lution. He was a merchant at Georgetown,

and had five other sons. James Anderson was

educated at the academies of Georgetown and

Lewes, and though still very young, served

his country, for a time, in the war of 1812. He
was engaged in mercantile business till about

1820, when he purchased the estate called Oak
Hall, three miles southeast of Georgetown,

where he resided tlie remainder of his life. It

contained about 1000 acres, and he owned
other farms in Susse.x county, the whole

amounting to about 4C>oo acres of land. About

1830, Mr. Anderson was elected President of

the P'armers’ Bank of Delaware at George-

town, which position he retained for years,

till Mr. Isaac Tunnell, having resigned

the office of cashier, he accepted it and filled

it in the most capable arrd satisfactory

manner till within a few weeks of his death.

He was always a man of great prominence in

the community'
;
was, at one time. Clerk of

the Court, also Register of Wills, and was, for

many y'ears. County Treasurer for the Poor,

and of great service to the indigent and suf-

fering of his locality In politics he was always

a Democrat, and, for many years, was a Mason.

He attended the Episcopal Church, of which

his family were members. He closed his long

and useful life, Jan. 23, 1875, at the age of

eighty-one.

ORBIT, JOHN COWGILL, Farmer of

Odessa, eldest son of Daniel and Eliza

(Naudain) Corbit was born Jan. 14,

1834. A sketch of his father has al-

ready been given. He was educated

at the Westtown Friends’ Boarding School

and at the Haverford Friends’ College. On
reaching manhood he devoted himself to agri-

culture in which he has since been engaged

with great success. His large tracts of land in

the vicinity of Odessa are all under a high

state of cultivation, and among the most val-

uable in that rich and productive region. By

his intelligent and liberal management of his

lands he has done much to make farming a

science, and by his example and influence to

improve the methods of agriculture in the state.

He was at one time e.xtensively and profitably

engaged in peach culture, but now though he

still has several thousand trees, his farms are

chiefly devoted to grain. Mr. Corbit is also

interested in various local enterprises. He is

a man of ability and culture, 'of spotless repu-

tation, and in every way one of the foremost



hoc «’»oi>5rfo^0 io e:jimabf^« 3/i^ J« b»H^b»t1o noiaoJiJattoa *rl'}!i\bnii siswiilaa lo easWT 3h,^ ^.u<n xvw 1/15. dy,aort5 .^d b.mW^rf robUoq ri.irfw .SQvt"’

’f /'t
^ ^ ^u\lnM^ tf.4/ 5»H .ylha^oi fan*.. HiHid«4al V.

, t ;!’
J.l,3/itiir,m ni liD^giign. MW bnii aso^nU .bcsJI ,x3iibo>l lo lobe/iu^a

.‘Oi.r*:. ^rf} bi>8CM:.iuq &rf rt'.rfv/ ,ot.4li
,
art xmi« 9rfJ ni n.rfW .8Johl«q' aoibasil io4Ji>

'•'

<0 i,r^^,ijuo-^ .Qirfi JUII baa .nofjinlri^^V/ ri/W/ l03j ^njaa srfi^ai j«5>{,
,

.J .nl nrf urij bcfne.i ..1 t>v.^j'v, . -53iq ariT . .abmn.ila miri iJHw bsbnoqfemoa
••H. «o I < 1 . oool JMOUS b-oicJno. gnuri ..ni* «>V 3 acri rf.Jrfy/ .nolsniritaW lo »iw

^

! r' bsiH-vea-Kj ww ,t3VoU Je oarwH piai2 >rfl nl
t- uA ,bnKf^o£.1i£ocx.^1,J^.rfK^

j ,n-jbta5i^ b3j3t)b H-.v/{f:o«i->baA ,iM .o^Bi
|

»no bsrf bfts jfVoT 3o vplsnjT •Jfrilprilit3'f';
tfc pitr.v/i.fyj l<, jln^a 'fen^ffj-sBl aril , b.Dnp/rimas 9fi ea laui'boib oriv/ ,rfqi>go{; ,no«

.iBOi ^ol bsn.BijT :id noi3<o:pq. fbtriw .nwoJ -sija f«i5irfai/£b x« W.e : wcHo s.ij^inq ^rfj
^

3££el .iW llii bsri b(tfi iPliriW firfo^ ."^Q b9ii*i£flrt oilw.rfj^a
b->nyir^i gnivcri .IbnnwT
:>=IW f.nc )i I«iq3i3c3it ,i5iSMj1o3?mo3rft:oi(w ,v>tM iosi<laB*b :-.uoT. b.n« «nos woJ
<10 0^.31 tcj (me Tldxqa> Jrora otij ni )i »uo bxi! biu.noftuoH Jiodoa .-la.Jxi^bahiBraJjijb isrl !o »;>(:,ov; v/aJ « rtlrfjiv/ Ifij -isrmBm
f.i ;>.fr»fiifnciq 3£5iy 1o nanj a g'^sv/Lj asv/ oH
lo ,amii sno 3c ,acv/

; vjint/mmoa srfj
lo't .tfiCvv bnc ,€i(iV/ lo oila ,3U*o3 aril

bivad ,x>t«no3i« .bctc ,«aoe owj bn^ -tpJrfgirijb

fane e'lplri^ucb <>v/i facri aria tnoriw \ri .rarilaW
-FeW ,V/ PRaril lo ano) ,eflo«' luoli

3fjtori-xli«Pi3«33 otlw ,noisril0fiW lo lari, .
r| -V r« ^ j V^T>^ VMW Tf lO 7931

. . • . ^..3 lol xinuoO ,?icpx yn«m j .M lo alalq ^nt^ineqmoo^a prfj lo -j.riaqxp aril, v, i
-lu 2 far-£ inasibn/ arii o3 aama?- Jo fane Uicm-.ialrisuab fetiria aria ..doet ; f^arijelbn*^ ^.cv; Mi o.irfoq nl yl^^ooj airHo aaidi beri fane ,.niUoD nrfol lomwoi)V.a^

m
ZT'i'“7 '’“'!;("‘'".’°P‘''’«

dn-iMnioa « toiTixm .snlisdltD j.s,3)risB*j> said, bM ,ft<rt
lo fi:r?rtri>irB T? *%A4 UMxUrmm.a^a» i * - . . . -

‘riajrfw lo .riaiuriO kqo.aiqS aril babnaiJc pH
^noJ ;.lri ba«ob sH .?isdmam aiaw Xbmtl airf-

lo 3-* Mfl 1 .^ „:s .oet.alii lubao fane

.ano-xJxJgb

fans «i9jri^t}«fa »9irij b^ri bn^.tainxfi*! hive<|
acv/ .lalfixe'I nrio( .moilw lo ano .anoe owl
aqooil e(«6’flxannp*l lo ynaqmoD e lo oiclqao
lobwoq bsfaiiyLfg fane tew ajel arit ni

;
.0a3«tifaoino9 aitl yd banaJefttrfl ntariw &>itow
} . « nr Xl ml as'

S
f

- -n— a — r a av^ WTSm'^
Ik*^

- . -.j/JQ 4,y J^ B 4 J7 J 4 "BV

Vo ,o..o,B'I UIOWO-J HHOl .TIfl30;JiV
j

in.wba M boh,«n ..sjdj'uxb .(rta »rfl .nibvj
ts!-.- *vrrc .oinr.a lo noa leabfs .R<feobO Il^VIb'ns no® 3,oo bfirf f3fla ,Ltobfbfail« to toianiSaM'
,ei ncl if,r lUJtoD (rrJcbueVJ)
-Ic tad iv«fi>f:l aid lo riolsrie A
b93c:jubi> <£'// aH .navi;^ n-j,eKl xfacoi *’'1^^

li'iO'ri.tti abfiM'iT nv.'oJ/.sV/ 9iii Jc
*:*3^ir//c.D ’-.bris'j't'H faidltpvaH 9/ii 3f bn*

ni.j

-h'^K oJ i<vi;.Ttiri b^iovab orf faoo.incrri

nvbd asri arf rirwriv/ ni 9 tuS/tX;i>

;ri bneJ !o *3 .ctj’ ijH .Mjasua rflrA'

ri'j^in £ T^fafiij If* si'c esssbO lo vtinS.iv aril
-lev 3som »ri3 snbmc fane .noilcvi3lt;p ;to :,J£3 b

v/I .cofgst avij.wbotq fafjc dirt isdi iri a/deo
«jrf lo insmagcnsm letadii fane inosifisjni ajrf

* a^irmul tiiicm ol lioum anob .tii orf ebnst
01 a.nauRoi fan* ajqmiexa 4iri xd bn* .ajoaioe
.a}s3a aril ni atoJluaitg* lo eborilam ari3 avoTqmt
XidnsHctq bn* xl^viznsixa amil »no J» *f*w aH
ari rf3t/oril won Jod .atolli/a rionaq (u
atR mi*l eiri ..aaii bneat/oril ieisva. peri IliJ.

osl* 21 jidtoO .tM •fi}*X3 dl boiovab xfiairio
*: sH .ea.iiqio'Jna IjiooI ttuohfiv ni balMipJni

t€sin«t ^mcni *rinrM bn* .eialriguRb owi
tc^ntavoD ni L»ib srf. • rtoiHM 1^* I/uT
ftiri nheavvfaJ ni Ai«i ,fii tadmpjqsS bai'b llfiH v

sill 1*0 tadmafn * eew ali .tcdx dixls-x^xi®*?
.XJi/nakt’^ sinoeeM aril lo^eonianiDlo tabtO
-ydeat^l aril nJ tabla jjnUui e neax ^nsm bn*
(laioctaria .irf epo*lq xioaeiK .ri.tntio nchal
e 2*y/ 3ri ; riglrf xwv mEiiohJeq bo* x^H‘<**
lo aotdl .talbetcria lo rflgnat^* Isotg lo nstm
XtJ^o 03 x^*C'(oI SflieimotqmoDmi fan* JUw

., yJp;

Inabiaat?

.X2hub ba*y.
It

32*1 ,2aMAi .Koeaaavi*^
0 rin,*a«>l3fmJta otit lo loifU&O bna

Y.

mod «£w .awoiasnoaO i« ,3i£wiriaa i ,
eiH .gQ^j ,a biqA .a./slq: jerfj icsn
,no«i3boA (KjEbniW) ri*oJ ,iari2om.l^
ftarf}£^ 41^ fad xoaauS iti mod o.i* 9*w
^.bnclaiMo pvijcii a ibw ,.t2 .noatabnA Mm*l

VT^wnop eirii Ol 'jni«3 bn*
q t *aal3^« V .atmfup bn* xliiid* lo ncm' *

j
riiwolagtoaCQ* Joflriotam * .jjw oHr .nohut-

S**
X*w'xiav> ni bn* ,noifBS

}
a*w nonaboAwni*^ .eno« tarfio avri b*rf fca*

J

f-i.

«?' li
f V,'’

V

jf-*

i"

J



534 HISTORY OF DELAWARE.

men of that part of the State. He is a Repub-
lican from conviction, and reared in tiie scliool

of anti-siavery principles, he takes high moral
ground in reference to the rights of men, and
on all public questions. He was married, Nov.

30, 1859, to Miss Emily, daughter of Alexan-
der Peterson of Philadelphia, but formerly of

Smyrna, Del. Their children are Alexander
P., Daniel and John C. Corbit, Jr,

JAMES A., Jr., son of

rlsi
Bayard, of whom

^>ce sketch in this volume on page 216,

late U. S. Senator from Delaware, was
born in the city of Wilmington, Nov. 15,

1799. He studied at Princeton and Union,

graduating from the latter college at 19 years

of age, and in 1821 was admitted to the bar.

He early began to take an interest in pub-

lic affairs
;
was nominated and ran for Con-

gress, in 1828, as a Jackson Democrat, and

again in 1832, but his party was in a minori-

ty in the State, and he was not elected in

either instance. His reputation at the bar

caused his selection as counsel for the Chesa-

peake & Delaware canal, in the celebrated

case of Randall against the company for

breach of contract in its construction. The
amount involved in this suit was very large,

nearly $227,000, and Jno. M. Clayton, Jas.

Rodgers, Geo. Read, Jr., and Chas. J. Ingersoll

represented the plantifT, and Attorney-Gen-

eral Robert Frame, Jas. A. Bayard and Walter

Jones of Washington, were counsel for the

company. It was, for Delavvare soil, a battle

of the giants of that day, and lasted for two

months. From this time he was employed in

nearly all the leading and important cases before

the courts of the State up to 1843, when, for

three years he was engaged in practice in the

city of New York. He resumed his place at

the head of the Delaware bar on his return

in 1846. But it is his history as a statesman

which we are concerned to notice in this brief

outline sketch. In the memorable national

contest of 1824, when John Quincy Adams,

Henry Clay, Andrew Jackson and W. H.

Crawford, of Georgia, were before the peo-

ple for their suffrages, he was a strong ad-

vocate of Crawford. Jackson received the

popular vote, but the election went to the

House of Representatives, and John Q.

Adams was declared President. Upon this

event Mr. Bayard became an ardent Jack-
son Democrat, and supported his claims in

the contest of 1828, running for Congress on
that ticket, but wa.s defeated by Kensey
Johns. There had been a general breaking
up of old party lines in 1825, and the Fed-
eralists, many of them, had ranged them-
selves with the Whig party, and when in

1838 he was a candidate for the U. S. Sen-
ate, the State Senate, then under the con-

trol of the Whigs, refused to go into joint

ballot, and as' a result, Delaware had but

one Senator from 1839 to 1841. In 1840,

the Democratic party suftered overwhelm-
ing defeat and Harrison was elected Presi-

dent. The State Legislature was strong-

ly Whig, and Richard H, Bayard, the eldest

brother of James A., who was a whig as pro-

nounced as his brother was a Democrat, was
elected to the U. S. Senate. When, in 1850,

the party to which he belonged carried the

State, he was elected for the full term of six

years to a seat in the Senate after the six-

teenth ballot
;
his competitor being Hon. M.

W. Bates. In 1857 he was returned for an-

other term and also in 1863. The test oath,

much against his views as a constitutional

measure, was passed by the Senate, and he

vehemently opposed its passage, but when it

had received the sanction o( that body, he

took the oath to manifest his loyalty as a citi-

zen, but immediately resigned his seat upon

the ground that it was an injustice to require

a Senator whose loyalty was unimpeached, to

subscribe to such an oath unprovided for in the

Constitution, and, as he believed, in violation

as well of its spirit as of its provisions. George

Read Riddle was elected as his successor, but

he dying in 1866, Gov. Gove Saulsbury ap-

pointed Mr. Bayard to fill the vacancy, and

upon the assembling of the legislature he was

again elected by that body to fill the remain-

der of the original term. His son, the Hon. T.

F. Bayard, was elected by the same body at

the same session, for the full term of six years,

and on the same day
;
which has given rise to

the statement of their serving together

;

whereas the term of Jas. A. Bayard expired at

midday, March 4, 1869, and that of his son be-

gan at the same moment
;
thus introducing a

representative in three successive generations

of the Bayard family to senatorial duties and

honors. Here his public life fittingly closed.
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and if fidelity to his principles, and scrupulous

and unswerving rectitude in the performance

of his duty in his high position, be that for

which we should do honor to a statesman,

then the name of James A. Bayard is deserv-

ing of our high regard. He came from his last

senatorial term, after a lifetime spent in the

public eye, without a stain on his public and

official life, fde died in the city of Wilming-

ton, June 13th, 1880, and his remains were in-

terred in the family vault of the old Swedes

Church in that city. In early manhood he

married Annie, daughter of Thomas Willing

Francis, of Philadelphia, and who died in 1864.

Three children survive him
;
Hon. Thomas F.,

U. S. Senator, Mrs. Dr. Kane of Wilmington,

and Mrs. B. Lockwood of the city of New York.

I .

^^^ARSHALL, WILLIAM, M. D., Phy-

sician and Shipbuilder
,
of Milford, son

of Aaron and Jane (Paynter) Mar-

shall, was born in Milton, May 23,

1827. A sketch of his father has been

given. He attended the academies in Milion

and Georgetown, and assisted his father in the

store, and at eighteen commenced the study

of medicine in the office of Dr. William W.
Wolfe, the leading physician of that county.

The same year he entered Jefferson Medical

College, Philadelphia, from which he gradu-

ated, receiving his diploma in March, 1847,

before he was twenty years of age. He, how-

ever, in the following winter, attended a full

course of lectures at the University of Penn-

sylvania, and to fit himself as thorougly as

possible for his professional career, entered, in

the fall of 1848, upon a further post-graduate

course, of half the usual time. He was then

residing in Philadelphia, and met his expenses

by practicing his profession. In Jan., 1849. he

was invited to become the surgeon of the first

mining expedition which left the Atlantic

coast for California, by sea. The party reached

San Francisco the following September. There

the company disbanded, and each was thrown

upon his own resources. Dr. Marshall, with

five others, started for the gold mines, three

hundred miles distant, and their little band be-

ing joined by others, they located Hangtown,

now Placerville, Eldorado county. The dan-

gers, toils and sufferings they encountered

were great
;
food could not be obtained, and

they lived on acorns, with now and then a

little game
;
but they found geld, and the

place became an important point on the over-

land route. Within thirty da\'s the population

had increased to five tiiousand. Dr. Marshall

divided his time between mining and practic-

ing, and remained in that place two years
;
but

meeting with indifferent success, he returned

home by way of the Isthmus, arriving in New
York, in Feb, 1851. In April he settled in

Georgetown, where he practiced his profession

till Jan., 1862, when he was commissioned

surgeon in the Union army by President Lin-

coln, and assigned to the Third Delaware

Regiment of Volunteers. In August the rebels

made a raid on Front Royal, wh^re he was in

charge of the General Hospital, and he was
wounded and captured. But after riding six

miles, while they were being hotly pursued,

he rolled off his horse and succeeded in mak-
ing his escape. He followed the fortunes of his

regiment till after the battle of Antietam,

when in September, being ill and still suffering

from his wounds, and unable to obtain leave

01 absence, ue icsiyucd and - T-* /-I \-t /

On the call of Mr. Lincoln for fresh troops in

the latter part of the same month, he recruited

two companies in Susse.x county, one of which

elected him captain, and with that rank, he

was mustered in, both companies being incor-

porated in the Sixth Delaware, under Colonel

Edwin Wilmer. Dr. Marshall received a Ma-
jor’s commission, and was made surgeon of the

Regiment, which did duty along the line of

the P. \V. & B. R. R., in Maryland, and at

Fort Delaware in the July following. In Sep-

tember they were mustered out of service, and

he returned home, resuming his practice and

remaining in Georgetown till Jan., 1866, when
he removed to Milford, where he has since re-

sided. Dr. Marshall is one of the most promi-

nent men in his profession in Delaware. He
has made surgery and obstetrics a specialty,

and has. probably, performed more surgical

operations than any other physician in his

section. He is the leading surgeon for the

counties of Sussex and Kent. He is Secretary

of the State Board of Health, organized in

March, 1879 ;
a member of the Alumni Asso-

ciation of Jefferson Medical College, Philadel-

phia, of which, in March, i8So, he was

elected Vice-President
;

a member of the

State Medical Society of Delaware, and Presi-

dent, in 1869 and ’70
;
also a delegate of that
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Society to the American Medical Association,

since 1872. He has contributed several val-

uable papers to the American Journal of Tvledical

Science, and has read a number of articles before

the State I\Iedical Society, several of v.'hich

they have published. He has been a Mason since

185 1 and is a Past Master
;
he also joined the Odd

Fellows about the same time. Since 1S65 Dr.

Marshall has been engaged in ship building,

and is now one of the firm of J. W. Abbott &
Co., doing the largest business in that line in

Milford. They have launched three vessels

in each of the last four years. He has also

owned and run a grist mill, and bought

and sold lumber, and manufactured bricks,

extensively. He has employed his smal-

ler vessels in his own business, trading

largely on the Hudson river, and bringing car-

goes of lime and bricks from Tomkins Cove

and Haverstraw, N. Y. Into these outside op-

erations he entered to secure means to educate

his children. Much of his large practice was

among people whose circumstances made him

unwilling to press the payiiicul uf bills, ciiid

his kindness and consideration have had a just

reward. He has been successful, and now
owns considerable property. Dr. Marshall

was married, Nov. 23, 1853, to Miss H. Ange-
lina, daughter of Rev. Truston Polk McColley,

of Milford. They have four children, having

lost one. The eldest is George William Mar-

shall, M. D., a graduate of Delaware College,

and of Jefferson Medical College, in the class

of 1876. He is now practicing in Milford. He
married Mary L. Donnell of Newark, and has

three children. The remaining children of

Dr. William Marshall are Annie Paynter, Sam-

uel Everett and H. Angelina.

J^J^cCOLLEY, TRUSTON POLK, was

near Georgetown, Sussex county,

March 9, 1793. His grandfather,

Robert Watson McColley, emigrated

to this country from Scotland about

the year 1730. Truston P. was the son of

John McColley who resided on a large planta-

tion in Sussex county. His only educational

advantages were those of a country school,

being one of a family of nine children, and his

parents of limited means
;
but his great desire

for learning, united with good natural endow-

ments, enabled him, by reading and study, to

acquire a great amount of useful knowledge.

I

I

I

He remained with his father until nearly

grow a when he left his home and engfacjed in

the hatting business in Georgetown, but re-

moved thence to Milford where he soon besran

m.erchandising. As a merchant he was very

successful, and accumulated quite a fortune.

April 28, 1814, he was married to Miss Hetty
Smith, a very beautiful w’oman. By this mar-
riage there were five children. The eldest

son, Hiram W. McColley, now resides at the

old homestead near Milford
;
the second son,

James H. McColley, w'as appointed by Presi-

dent Lincoln, U. S. Consul to South America,
and there died of yellow fever while in the

faithful performance of his duty
;
the youngest

son resides on his farm near Milford
;

the

eldest daughter married Hon. George P.

Fisher, of Dover, and the second daughter

married .Dr. William Marshall of Milford.

Mr. McColley was sent as a delegate to the

Convention that met in Dover in November,
1852, to amend the Constitution of the State,

and was elected president of that body. He
became a member of the Ivl. E. Church when
quite young, and, November 3, 1826, was re-

ceived into the Conference as a local preacher,

and continued to officiate as a minister of the

gospel until his death
;
for w’hich service he

received no compensation
;
but as the Lord

prospered him in wordly possessions, he

contributed liberally to the support of the

ministry, and to all charitable purposes. As a

speaker he was fluent and forcible, impressing

those who heard him with the conviction that

his heart was in the work. It was said of him
that he had married more couples, and preached

more funeral sermons, than any minister in

the State. He w'as especially zealous in the

Bible cause, having been a member from the

time the society was first established in Dela-

ware, and was president of the Sussex County
Association many years previous to his death.

As a citizen he was much beloved and re-

spected, eminently social and genial in his

nature, and very keen in his perceptions of

right and wrong He was known throughout

the State as a man of great integrity of char-

acter, and large business capacity. In politics

he was Republican—truly loyal and unselfish

in his patriotism, and in favor of preserving

the union at any expense of blood and treas-

ure. In this record we have summed up the

life of a good man, distinguished for his great
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-slaQ 111 barfjyldaipa Jfjid ?*t« ylaboe aril Omil

yinooD'Xa'^oS aril lo inatl«aiq es^bes ,aiav/

.rilAab »}rf oi suoivaiq ma< yaarn Doilcioos*A

-ai bfi£ bavolad riotiin ssw ad naxiib'‘a»A
aid ni lainag br»6 irJaoa tboJjaaq^

>o anoifqaaiaq aid ni naaol viav bn« .a-m3i:n

Jtioilguoirii ttwoori asv* aH gnoiw fan* irigh

-ifiria lo xlrrg^loi iiwig lo n«m s « aJ«l2 aril

lOlliloq nl .xiiaeqcO' e^nniid agi*! bri£ .lalor

d&fllaenu bnc Icyof x^ii^i—nssildi/qaH lew ad

gntviaiaiq lo lovril ni bns .ttnrilohlt^q aid ni

.i>Oi» .c'.iiiu 3ci'>o<ix*q aril eaaiq o3; gnl^lmnif

laoi £ b£d aviid noil£iabic:noa bn^ ^donbnid tid

woa b»jB ,{uletaaou& nasd 2cri aH j.bifwai
UAfiataM' -xliatjoiq oldsiabienoo enwo
-agnA .H cwM bl ,^c .vol^ .bamaitt e£w

ril0*I inoiauiT ,va^ lo i'.drigU4ri> .cnil

gnivcd ,naibiirio lool avari^x^riT .biolliM lo
•laliT majiUy/ 9SipaO «j laabta priT .ano laol

.agalioS^ fai^^tlaQ lo ojjjwbtig £ ,.C1 .M dladc
aril tit ^galloD Jsstbald no8i>l^(_ lo bns

aH .biolHI^ ni gniaiiasiq won ai aH .dySi .lo

86ii bus .riicwaVt lo IbnnoC .J xifi^ibahijsiav
lo Jiaiblirfa gojniumoi ariT .naibJirio n&’idi

-meS .lainxA^ ajnnA aiB UfirigisM mfiUltVZ. .iQ

-snUaS^A ,H fan* ilai3v2,||ii^

,:3G0i ,Y3JJ0D3'
>,%Sini‘X} xacriuS^nwolagToaO i£an niod

.larili^bnetg »IH dj-ialP'

baJsagiffia .xalkiDaM noalJsW iiado.Sl

luodfi brraiioD^ moil, xiinooa eirii o|,

lo noe ad3 8*w/ .0 nolai/xT .o^yi -mri sdi
-«3fT£lq aguri b no babiaai oriw x^lloDolft nriot

Innoilsaciiia x^oo aiH .xinuoo, xaaa*2 nl nob
Jooiiaa x^lnnoj n lo aaoril staw <>ag£ln£vbs

aid bos .naiblida anin lo {Jirnd s lo ano gniad
sriftdb Jsaig arri )ud

;
ansam ballmil lo.alnaisq

*££311 bits booldlo aenaqxa ync is noUiu aril -wobna liiuisn. bcqg rilJw balino .gnimsal lol

aril qu baormua avsri aw biooai eiriJ nl .aio oi biwi^gnlb^i xd .mid baldsna .tinam
Isai^^airi lol faarieiifaniiaib ,nsm boog *.lo aHI uagbafwoiul'liftawi lo 3m>om« jsaig s ailupas
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industry, the genial kindness of his heart and

large benevolence. Of him it may be truly

said, “the world was better for his having lived

in it.” He died March 5, 1874, having attained

the advanced age of eighty-one.

N )FK.—Since the ab-ive was in type, the fonowln? additional fact ' have
been received : Mr. .McCoIlev coniimu'd in merc-'inide business till 40 year.s

of age. when he removed to his farm, ‘‘Ezglescoa Hall,*' near Milford, where
he resided till hi« doaih. He embraced rdi^^i-m at the hrst camp meeting
ever he'd in Susse.v, and soon after was licensed as a local preacher. '1 he
extent of hi> mini -u rial labors is indicaied bv the fact that he performed 1600
marriages and preached ov^r 1000 funeral sermons. He was also an earnest
supporter of the temperance can-^e. All over the Peninsula his name is as
familiar as a household word He was a man of fine physi(pie and uniform
good health For a period of fifty years he had not a single death in his

family. He was a member of Teu ple Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons
and also of the Chapter. He was initiated July 26, 1S15

:
passed September

13. 1^15, and raised ( ‘ctobor 25, 1815. He was one of *^be projectors of the
Junction and breakwater railroad, of which he was president, and one of its

best fjiend.> in its darkest days. Flis funeral was attended by people from
all parts of the State. He had himself selected the text and hymns for the
occasion :

—“For David, after he had served his own generation, by the will

of God fell on sleep and was laid unto his fathers.”

O W N S E N D, HON. SAMUEL, of

Townsend, was born in St. George’s
’ Hundred, Oct. 31, 1812. His father,

Samuel Townsend, a birthright mem-
ber of the Society of Friends, was a

farmer and coach maker. He married Han-

nah, daughter of Richard Humphries, of St

George’s hundred, and had ten children,

nine of whom grew to maturity. Samuel

was their third son and fifth child. Samuel

Townsend, Sr., died Feb. 5, 1849, in his 68th

year. H is wife died May 25, 1829, in her

52d year. His father, John Townsend, was

born in Sussex county, and went in early

life to Germantown, where he learned the

business of coach making. Returning to

Delaware, he became the captain of a vessel

which he owned himself, sailing from Lis-

ton’s Landing, near Odessa, and married

Sally Liston. She inherited the farm known

as Liston’s, and afterwards as the old Town-

send estate. John Townsend lived to the

age of 90. He and his wife died about the

same time, and are interred at the Frends’

meeting house at Odessa. Samuel Townsend

was brought up on the farm, and attended a

subscription school until his eleventh year,

afterwards a pay school for two winters.

These were his only opportunities of educa-

tion. At seventeen he left home and found

employment on the Union canal, on which,

in 1830, he became captain of a boat. The

following year his brother John joined him

in the purchase of the sloop, I/anna/i, of 50

tons burthen, which they sailed from Phila-

delphia and down the bay, but in December it

was run into and cut down by a steamboat.

68

i

He then was again a captain on the canal,

j

but the cholera of 1832 interrupted his busi-

ness. In 1833 commenced mining iron

ore, in St. George’s Hundred, w'nich he pur-

chased and sold to parties in Pennsylvania

and New Jersey. In 1837 he bought the

Brick house property in Blackbird, and 400
acres of land, much of it in timber, and then

began the cutting and shipping of wood and
vessel timber to New York. In this business,

by his energy and good management, he laid

the foundation of his fortune. He purchased

700 acres of woodland in Thoroughfare Neck,

and 550 at Shadding Point, and in partnership

with his brother, John, 1300 acres in Mispillion

Neck. From these lands they cut and shipped

the timber, and were successful until the gen-

eral business disasters of 1858. They continued

in this until i860. Mr. Townsend had, in 1S45,

purchased wi'^h his brother, the Williams es-

tate of 400 acres, which they divided, and
on which each built a house and resided from

that time. Adjoining it he purchased, in 1855,

I

the Davis farm of 230 cn-ics, and, in 1863,

a tract of 300 acres near Canterbury, on which

his son Samuel now resides. In 1866 he

bought 357^ acres near Kingston, Md., which

he devoted to peaches and small fruits. He
also had large peach orchards on his farms in

Delaware, and became, in 1857, the pioneer

peach grower of his vicinity, setting out

10,000 trees and the same the next year. From
these farms he shipped in 1869, 43,000 baskets,

most of them to New York. P'rom the begin-

ning of this interest he was one of the most
active and public spirited of the Delaware

peach growers. Mr. Townsend was an inde-

pendent Democrat, always prominent in pub-

lic affairs and a member of most of the State

Conventions from his early manhood. In 1848

he was a delegate to the National Demo-
cratic Convention which met in Baltimore and

nominated Gen. Cass, of Michigan, a scandidate

for President, also of the National Convention

in Baltimore in 1852 when Gen. Pierce was

nominated. In i860 when James A. Bayard

and William G. Whitely, left the Charleston

Convention, Mr Townsend was one of the

delegates, sent to take their places in the con-

vention which had adjourned to meet in Balti-

more, and was seated after a contest. W’hen

the war came on he became one of the promi-

nent and uncompromising Union men in the
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State, exerting all his influence to save the Re-

public from disruption. He saw in disunion

only perpetual hostility and ruin for the whole

country, but he opposed bringing the color

question into politics or giving the colored

race civil or political rights. He was one of

the organizers of “The White Man's Party,” in

the State, and kept up his political activity

till near the close of his life
;

but he would

submit to no ringer boss rule
;

his rugged,

original, aggressive spirit always asserted itself
|

and usually prevailed. His death, which oc-
;

curred Dec. 5, 1S81, was widely regretted, and
;

it was said of him that human want and suf-

fering never appealed to his charity in vain.
}

•^^EFFERIS, DR. CHARLES R,. Den-

tist, Wilmington, was born in Chester

county. Pa., Nov. 27, 1841, the young-

'^/T^est son of Dr. Emmor and Ann (Rob-

inson) Jefferis. The family is descended

from Robert Jefferis, an English F'riend, who
settled in East Bradford township, Chester

county, Pa., about 1701, and from whom, it is ;

believed, have sprung all of the name in that i

county, with many in other parts of the coun '

try. He died in 1739. He married, about
j

1693, Jane, daughter of George and Jane

Chandler. Their children were : Patience,

married, first, Henry Betterson, afterward, a

Mr. Mackey
;

Charity, married, first, John

Evans, afterwards, John Cope, in 1721, (over

three thousand of her descendants have been

ascertained); William, married, in 1724, Eliza-

beth (Ring) Nield
;
James, married Elizabeth

• (Tull) Carter; Robert, twice married
;
George,

married, and died in 1763 ;
Jane, married

Joseph Skeen
;

Anne, married Alexander
• Duncan

;
Mary, married Joseph Temple

;
and

Benjamin, Thomas, and John. Anne, the sec-

ond wife of Robert Jefferis, survived him. By

her he had one child, Richard Jefferis. James,

the second son. of Robert, had three children :

James, Emmor, and Abigail. Emmor married

Elizabeth Taylor, in 1757, and had three chil-

dren ; James, Emmor the second, and Sarah.

Of these, Emmor married Charity, daughter of

Samuel and Lydia Grubb, and had twelve chil-

dren, ten of whom married : Sarah, married

John Hickman
;

Curtis, married Ann Carey
;

Joseph, married Mary Bailey
;
Benjamin, mar-

ried a Miss Osborne
;
Lydia, married George

Worth
;

John S., married Sarah Brinton
;

Elizabeth, married John Patterson
;
Anna

married Isaac Trimble
;

Charity, married

Sampson Babb
;
Emmor, the third, married

Ann Robinson. Those who died young were :

Grubb and Abigail. Emmor, third, the father of

the subject of this sketch, was born in Chester

county. Pa., in 1804. He was a manufacturing

jeweler till 184.1, when he studied dentistry,

and followed that profession with such success

that he becam.e quite distinguished in his day.

In 1827, he removed to Wilmington, Del.,

where he resided several years, after which he

became a resident of Philadelphia. In 1839, he

returned to Chester county, where he lost

most of his property in an ineftectual effort to

introduce silk culture. He then returned to

Wilmington, where he followed his profession

till 1876, when he removed to Fair Hill, Md.,

where he now resides. His wife died in 1S76.

Their children were : Dr. Joseph R., a dentist,

of Philadelphia, who died, Dec. 10, 1875 1

William R., a dentist, of Indianapolis, Ind. He
died in April, 1861. Anna T., wife of Joseph
Alderdice

;
Caroline, wife of Dr. Eli T. Starr,

of Philadelphia
;
Ella, wife of David P. Bush

;

Amelia P., married Dr. L. I. Howard
;
she

died. May i, 1865 ; J. Eugene, an engineer in

the U. S Revenue Marine service
;
Dr. Charles

R., and Susan R., wife of William E. Chester,

of Kansas, Dr. Jefferis attended the public

schools of Wilmington, after which he was a

student, for two years, in St. Mary’s College,

Wilmington. He enjoyed unusual facilities for

learning his profession, being brought up, al-

most from childhood, in his father’s labora-

tory. At the age of nineteen he entered his

father’s ofifice as a student, and passed through

a regular course of training and study. He
was in partnership with his father from i860

to 1865, since which time he has practiced by
himself, being now on King, between Ninth
and Tenth streets. Dr. Jefferisisa gentleman
of superior culture and ability, and stands in

the first rank, if not at the head of his profes-

sion in the State. He makes a specialty of

operative dentistry, in which he has acquired a

wide reputation, and built up a large and lu-

crative practice. He was married. May 3rd,

1865, to Miss Elheurah A., daughter of the

late Joseph Richardson, Jr., a well known mo-

j

rocco manufacturer of Wilmington. They
have three children : Joseph Richardson,

Charles R. Jr., and Lura Jefferis.
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OBERTS, SAMUEL, Farmer of Black-

') bird hundred, \va.s born, Jan 2 ,
1826.

His father was James Roberts. He is

a brother of Joseph Roberts, in whose
(2/^ sketch will be found a history of the

antecedents of this family. Samuel Roberts

attended the schools of his neighberhood un-

til t vvelve years of age. He was put to work

upon the farm and continued to assist his

father until 1839, when he obtained a position

as'clerk in the store of his cousin, James Rob-
erts. After some fifteen months he, by re-

quest of his father, returned home, where he

remained until twenty-three years of age. In

the spring of 1849, began the pursuit of ag-

riculture for himself, upon the farm where he

has ever since resided. He has devoted his

land, principally, to grain, but has cultivated

peaches to some extent, and has been very suc-

cessful in his calling. Besides the home farm,

he owns an adjoining tract of 160 acres, also a

farm of 200 acres, known as “Thomas’ Land-
inrr ” urPiirR V<o on rrV> o c pH In 1R7R Mr Roh-

erts is a Democrat in politics, and served as a

member of the Levy Court of New Castle

county, from 1874 to 1878, with credit to him-

self and to his party. He is a useful and influ-

ential citizen of his county, and enjoys the es-

teem and confidence of his neighbors and

friends. He is a Methodist, having joined that

denomination in 1859, and is now a trustee and

steward of Asbury M. E. church at Smyrna.

He was united in marriage. May 16, 1850, to

Miss Catharine, daughter of John and Catha-

rine (Davis) Wilson, of Sussex county. Three

children have been born to them,two of whom,
John and James Houston Roberts, are still

living.

UCKINGHAM, CAPTAIN DAVID
EASTBURN, Soldier and Merchant^

of the firm of Buckingham & Company,
Wholesale and Retail Grocers and

Provision Dealers, Wilmington, was

born Feb. 3, 1840, at Pleasant Hill, New Cas-

tle Co. His parents, Alban and Mary (East-

burn) Buckingham, were members of the So-

ciety of Friends. He was reared on the farm,

attending school principally in winter, ur»til

his fifteenth year, when he was sent to Eton

Academy, and enjoyed its advantages during

four terms, intending to fit himself for the

medical profession, but engaged in teaching

in his twentieth year. Soon after the war

broke out, and this event changed all his

plans. He became orderly sergeant of a com-
pany of home guards, at Mermaid Hill, Alill

Creek hundred. He was mainly instrumental in

forming company E, of the 4th Delaware Vol-

unteers
;
was appointed ist Lieutenant, and

entered with his regiment on the peninsular

campaign, under McClellan. He was the eld-

est of four brothers, all of whom were soldiers

in the late war, except the youngest, a m.ere

boy in years. His brother, Richard, was in

his company, and was 1st sergeant, and after-

wards promoted to lieutenant in the regiment,

and all were intense in their loyalty to the

old flag. His regiment on the peninsula, was

stationed at Gloucester, opposite Yorktown,

Va
,
where he was ill in hospital with malarial

fever. He was soon after in the action of

Bethesada church, and while engaged in

storming the earthworks, was prostrated for

a time by the windage of a cannon-shot, but

revived sufficiently to enter the work with his

company, though afterwards, for several days

incapacitated for duty
;
but was with his com-

mand in crossing the James, and on the 1 6th and

17th of June, in the terrible struggle in which

one-third of the regiment was killed and wound-

ed
;
among the wounded was his brother, Rich-

ard, and he narrowly escaped, a ball having cut

through the breast of his coat, near a vital part.

At the battle of Vv^eldon railroad and at the

burning of the Davis house his gallantry, was

conspicuous. In the last so much so as to earn

the Brevet of Captain, with honorable mention

of services rendered in the campaign before

Richmond. At Rowanty river the Fourth Dela-

ware was ordered to cross the bridge after sev-

eral regiments had been driven back
;
his com-

pany was in the advance and finding the bridge

impassible ordered the men to cross the stream
;

the ice broke under his feet and he swam to

the rebel side amidst the bullets of the enemy.

Here Major Kent was severely wounded. At
Hatchers Run he, with some of his men, ad-

vanced to the house, where, in that battle. Col.

Bailey of the 3rd Delaware was killed, but fell

back in time to escape capture. At the action of

White Oak Roads he escaped unhurt, but as

showing the terrible casualties of battle, he had

the night before slept in the twigs having as

companions, Capt. E. C. Stotsenburg, Capt.
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Thomas Challeng'er, Lt. Alpheus Wiison and

his brother, Sergeant Major Buckingham. At
the close of this battle, Wilson was dead, the i

Sergeant Major wounded and carried to the

rear, and the two Captains were prisoners. At
midnight, in charge of the pickets, he received

orders to withdraw them, and the regiment

joined the corps and marched until noon of

April rst, and at 4 P, M. formed in line of bat-

tle and attacked the enemy in the battle

of the Five Forks. At the “Chimney’s” Capt.

McClary fell dead near him, being killed in

action and the command of the regiment

was in his hands. In this action 5000 of

the enemy were captured and Lee com-

menced his retreat. He was in command of

the regiment until April 5, when Major Smith

rejoined the regiment. A white flag in their

front sent in by the enemy occasions their

halt, and he finds si.Kty-three men and three

officers in line for duty. Appomattox followed

and the surrender. Captain Buckingham was

in every march, and in every battle of this

regiment from their leaving Wilmington
;
the

only officer of whom this can be said. He is in

person of medium height, without an ounce of

superfluous flesh, and one wonders at the en-

durance he manifested. He was mustered out

of service on Juue 7, 1865, and began his

present business. He is also a partner of his

brother, as wheel manufacturers in the city,

and in this, as in merchandizing, he is ener-

getic, enterprising and successful. He was

married Jan. l, 1868, to Miss Sarah L., daugh-

ter of Isaac Van Trump. Three children have

been born to them, Mignionette O., David E.,

Jr., and Sadie L. Buckingham.

ARR, martin, M. D ,
late of Middle-

town, was born in Strasburg township,

near Lancaster city. Pa., in 1792, son

of John and Elizabeth (Brown) Barr.

(9 His father, an agriculturist and miller,

supplied Washington with flour when en-

camped at Valley Forge. Pie died about 1802,

at the age of forty-eight. He had two chil-

dren, John and Martin. The great-grand-

father of John, also named John Barr, came

over with William Penn, of whom he, with

Justine Kerr, purchased 30,000 acres of land
1

in Lancaster county. Pa., paying an English
!

shilling an acre. The intermediate ancestors '

all bore the name of John Barr. The family
j

dates back, by records in their posession, to

the I2th century. They were always Protes-

I tants and Republicans, and joined the Albi-

genses on the rise of that body in the twelfth

century, living among the Alps. In 1580 they

removed to the district of Languedoc in the

south of France, the principal seat of the Al-

bigenses church,where they enjoyed religious

liberty till the revocation of the Edict of

Nantes, when they fled to England. There
they met Penn and came with him on his

return to America. Dr. Barr was educated

by Rev. Francis Latta at his academy in Lan-
caster county, and at the age of eighteen

entered the office of the celebrated Dr. Benj.

Rush of Philadelphia, who died soon after.

He graduated from the University of .Penn-

sylvania in 1813, and practiced three years in

Philadelphia, after which he removed to

Middletown, where he spent the remainder of

his life. In 1819 he traveled through the

South, having had several hemorrhages from

the lungs, but was by this means entirely re-

stored. He became very large and robusr,

weighing 200 pounds, and his strength and

endurance were very remarkable. He seldom

felt fatigue though he often rode from forty to

si.xty, and sometimes eighty miles a day.

Starting at four o’clock in the morning, on a

breakfast of warm bread and milk, he would

accomplish an immense amount of labor, and

his energy never seemed to flag. Possessed of

high intellectual endowments, he was a

thorough scholar and always continued to

study. He had a natural gift in detecting dis-

ease and a remarkable skill in treating it and

became one of the most distinguished and

successful physicians of his day, having an

immense practice. In surgery he was especi-

ally skillful. During the forty years of his resi-

dence in Middletown he collected $160,000,

but was unstinted in the use of his means,and

kept up a very large family ,from ten to twenty-

two relations being with them a great deal.of

the time In manner Dr. Barr was very

modest and unassuming. He was a prominent

member of the State Medical Society, and

was often urged to accept official position,but

felt that he could not and meet the require-

ments of his large practice. He was a

member of the Presbyterian church, but his

wife was an Episcopalian. He married in 1815,

Jane, daughter of William Adams of Mount
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!
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3 bi'/*Q ,.0 aiaanoingiK .maril ol mod na^

.rnsrignsdaoS ,J alb*2 bn* .,^l

i 'i

J*v

afbbiM lo ai*l ,.a ,H^,HIT3AM ,^ISIA
.qiilenwol 'jr>ud«irtia nl mod «*•« ,nwoi
nos «} ,.**I ,xlia laiBaartcJ xcao
.11*11 (owoifl) dl»ifcxil3

.
bn* ftdo|. lo^^

,iailim bn* 7zhuiiu:>h^s na ,iadJsl elH &
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-being-jaaig adT .«iii*M bo* ndo^ ,naib
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diiw,9d modi«3o;.nna^ mitiUiW diivr •lavo
bnti lo eaia* ®c>0,0£ baaidaioq .toX‘ anil8o(
dtdlgnH 0* gnixsq ,.*3 .vimma laiwaqcJ n]
8ioj«aan* alaib^iaini adT .ata* o* gniliid*

.

yiimal adT^Hjiafi ndo^ lo aman adl atod iU^

4^:
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Pleasant, near Philadelphia. They had si.x

boys and six girls, of whom three girls and

four boys grew to maturity, the others dying

in infancy. The eldest, John A. Barr, M D.,

graduated from the Univ’-ersity of Pennsyl-

vania in 1837, became distinguished as a

practitioner in Delaware City, and died in 1857

leaving a widow and one daughter. Capt.

Joseph M. Barr, born in March, 1822, studied

with John M. Clayton, graduated from the

Yale Law School in 1848, practiced in New
Castle a short time, and visited Cuba. He had

previously edited the Delaware State Journal,

and afterwards became editor and proprietor

of The Commmivealth in Wilmington, which

he continued till the war, when as Captain of

Company C, under Col. Lockwood, he joined

the Union army. After the three months’ ser-

vice he re-enlisted as captain of a company in

the 4th Delaware, was prostrated with fever in

the seven days’ fight on the Chickahominy and

joined the veteran reserved corps at Chicago.

He died in Middletown, July i, 1876, leaving

a widow and one son. He was a member of ilic

Episcopal church. Of Dr. William H. Barr,

the third son, a sketch is given. The fourth

is Capt. Frank Barr of the steamer Colfax,

United States Revenue service, at Wilmington,

N. C. The daughters were Mary A. who died

about 1839, in her twenty-second year, Eliza-

beth also died in early womanhood, and Jane,

who married Rev. John Atkinson, of the P. E.

Church. She died in 1857. Dr. Martin Barr

closed his long and useful life. Sept. 19, 1874,

being then in the eighty-first year of his age

ARR, WILLIAM H., M. D., of Middle-

town, was born in that place. Dec. 9,

1825, son of Dr. Martin Barr, whose

sketch has been given. Tutors were

employed in the family, and his brothers

were all sent away to college, but his educa-

tion, which was fully equal to theirs, he owed

chiefly to his father's instructions. He studied

medicine two years in his father’s office, com-

mencing in 1845, after which he took a full

course in the University of Pennsylvania,

graduating in 1850, and at once settled in

Middletown. His father was still in active

practice and the idol of the community, and

as he practiced independently and not with

his father, he had a hard struggle to secure a

foothold. He took all cases that came

' whether they paid him or not, and rode far

I
and near, as he was called, and in time at-

tained a large practice. Later he succeeded

to that of his father, and also to his reputa-

tion and to the affectionate confidence with

which he was regarded. He has now an im-

meiise practice, rides all the time, is very pop-

I ular and highly respected. His taste is for

j

the practice of medicine in general, but he is

! thoroughly prepared in all departments, and

made it a point, when studying, to fit himself

to treat any case that might be presented,

that his patients might not be subjected to

the expense and inconvenience of leaving

home to be under the care of a specialist.

This he has been able to accomplish both in

surgery and other departments. Dr. Barr is a

Republican but takes no active part in politi-

cal matters. During the war he was a strong

Union man, and did all in his power to assist

and maintain the Union cause. He attends

the Episcopal church, and has never married.

'Tr TT/-WT
i.Vxn.1

, iiwin. vjL:,vyj.vvjA-,,
AT

and Attorney-General, of Delaware,

,

was born in New Castle, May 4, 1840 ;

son of Andrew C. and Elizabeth (Sco-

Xj> field) Gray. A sketch of his father, a

lawyer and prominent citizen ofNew Castle, has

already been given. Mr. Gray was prepared

for the junior class in college, by William F.

Lane, principal of the academy in his native

town, and entered Princeton in 1857, gradu-

ating A. B. with the class of 1859. He read

law for three years with his father, and Hon.

William C. Spruance, and spent a year in the

Harvard law school, and after this thorough

preparation of four years study, was admitted

to the bar in 1863. He at once entered upon

the practice of his profession at New Castle,

and in the Superior Court and before the Court

of Appeals, soon developed those powers which

have given him so wide a reputation at the

bar. His studious habits, retentive memory
and sound judgment on legal questions, to-

gether with his high character, and brilliant

oratory, have secured for him a commanding
influence with the bench and bar, and a popu-

larity which reaches far beyond the State. In

1881 he was appointed Attorney-General of

Delaware, by Gov. John W. Hall, when he re-

moved to Wilmington, where he has since re-

sided. His selection for this high position met



.b3l1« .»•« Mrt V . i«>n I.n* tn*»»l,i3 aa.ili morfw7o ,.Wa li, bn«

fefif.lo JkJj o||„a M • * -- _

111 sboi Lii£ ,K>n

-Ju dmfJ ol Ertu

f>3 b<) 333U« 9 d j?ic4
tw<,„ ,j.i « 0/1., bo«,v..).i SM.Io loJi o|l„a U .ijuii ,A Orfol ,(«!)|. ortT^’vMdi.'roi

me nr. ^on. «i.ff I f>3fjii;3o7 pew »H rf^uEwl * *js E>*ri*iuiifiiJ#lb

. rf . r t^nr^duj.jqeD . 75Jd^uflb arro Lot Wi.jbiv/ c« 3d «yd .fsian^a m o/uijb'jin lo aiiJieiq 3rf> '>b&lbuit ,is^l ni miid r»rn t
t>rr. ,«Jn3.T„uq9b lie ol bDieqstq ^Eaawm<,Hi 1 srfj mo<l .noj-iso'M nM^J^w.•vt-muE Jfl OJ .Stfijybyje n^riv/ .Jnion I; ..
[•vt-mid Jd oj .^ifiiybyje n^rfv/ jnloq li.jj ^ibem
.hyjrtasa'iq od Jil^im itilj' >f6j ynu jcytJ oi
OJ baJ 33i^due aJ jen Jdglrn al/iajjiiq pjrf ^#5^3
iin'VK-jl 1a tjDniifjsvnoinj bne srit
.Ji-ilfcbaqR e lo mx,o 3ij3 irjbou od ol 3mo/l
ni djo.-f rbilqajo:/!* OJ itidu attod $d ?}j{T

W?»!l n| 'b33l>0i,,q .24.81,01 Joodie wUsoJf/Y
b*tl iH .£cfyD l>3)iaiy bos bmij Jioifp

9d3 bo3ib3 xlJuoivyjq
io3 !>ht|OTq bns noiibi 3intiid ebi&Vi 3ils bog

"

rfliriw voojgfiimii// ni v^Vt 4o
lb «fi nadw ^*»gw srfj J|jj biuniJnoi srf,T . . , , ,

.
I

.V «» a'M 9flJ JJIJ DiUJniJJUlO 9lfIt i
,

iCI e.Jnarcfiigqsb larito bqg yiagiyp . banlol ad .boow^EioJM labnu ^ varamtO^mloq m Juq y,;>g on *3>lsj jud ngiildyq^ja -.ae Vrfioom ooidi srf; ,3,-JA .vmig nolnirl^3110132 f orl igw »di annyQ .eiaijgm Igi
j

oiyitxqinoi x )tt nlxiqgj ,b b^itilno-a, s^iy

, iw-,.f^
“ ooioU od) niMmoo, bn. bfl.xmrcorf.dsUD jri/noJrigSWb novoiod,.imm 13/50 bn. ,iio-.od3lsqo>eiq3 5df ;.qa»3bi:> }« /q5B3 bo-TOs., ,d,

’ Jf

V

^
.1 . .. . .w. J a . diOi I , lr.^x 3,{j ly lauinam « t«w ail .no* soo bns^'obiw x.^icwKEstl lo .IfiisnsO-xamojM bnc HIV I .Tica .H mfliinw tfT 1A.^tcwkEsCI Io .IfiisrisO-xamoJjA bnc

1 0(rSi
,4i .li/tijiD waK ni..mod *gw'

roia) u’Jade.iifa bns .D waiboA lo 002
i .laJjsl :.;d lo il3j3>Ia A yeiD (hhH
atd v/aKlon 3 ii3b 3nan}moTq boxTsywef
fcsicqsiq XKIO .iK .Jj3vis naad ybeaiEx
a mstfU.\V yd .agvlioi ni aagli,iou»yt3£(3 io| bJist t>ns .booUncmow *xhc3"bi baib mIx diadavhsnPidn. ymabgix ari3lo igqbni^ .no.oh^iA ndo^V9a
ubfteg 01 noSa>njiH baiD taa bnt ,nwoJ

j

-ngll nijicM .‘lO ^Vt^i ni boib'^^itP ihtudS

.Ticfl ,H iqfiilEiW id 10 .rfaiudo Ir-qbaaiaa
th^uck ariT .tibyi^ tl tloi93im ,mt bilrfi 3^,

MmxaJe aril lo mH jingi'd . 3qep _^i
.noJ^fiimby/dsiaDiy-idP aoijovaiE »ai6}8 haj}qlJ
baib oHwTA XTi;!^ 973^ nvyiii'^ucb odT D .Vi
-xslia ,igay bnoi«-xl«awJ iiH nJ iuedt
,a»igt bns ,booi|ncniow xhea^ni barb

ben ?H ..q^Ej )n cijsii 3 H 1 lijjw ,H ,A §oi3g
noH bng .isifjel «ui ebiw eisay. aoiril >c| *titt

i»Hj OJ tfl9 ‘{ C 4 naq*> bnc .am«yjq8 .D mfiUHW
H^i>ciori3 tuf? .p3U bng .loorbe bixvMjJI
baJiffobe ftfivi ,xl>u 3« sixiy lodHo noiXfnjoqa iq

noqy bn:?ina aano Jg sH .^cWi ni ixd 9^3 OJ
,aJj«iD Wald t 5 noj.*« 5loiq itidlo aiiJagiq pd3

nuoD 9fi3 aiolad bni, JiuoD iohyqy/> ;idj ni/bng
diidw ei9Woq aaoWj baqoiavab nooa,i4&aqqA}o
srfj 3£ ooi 4g Juqai g oMw 02 mlrf 05713 li/sd
XTomam ayilnajai

. 83 tdiri pyoiboje ejH .lod
-Of .KnoiJasup ig^sl no kiaingbo^ bnuo2 bne
fnsiliiid bftg dairt gid df}w tadja^
anibngaimoi a mid lol boioia* avgd .^mfsto
-uqoq g bug .led bna dinad arij dfiw aanaufloL
nl .9jgf8 adi bnoxad igl eadisai da^fi^w \ihjsf
lo lgfanaO-xirnoff/\ baJnioqqg^cgw ad 1881
-arj.ad nadw ,Efs.H .V/ ndo|^ .voO \d .aiowglaQ
-ai aioip 2sd ad aradw .nofgnimiiW of bavom

•^7^1 ,Qi .Jqa8 .alii ItAyfu bog gnoi lid ba«©J^
»55* »W l<a W9X i«i!^-\4d8ia adf ni 09df aniad.

-aibbiM lo ,.a .M
* Ei MAtJJlW ,JISiA

.i*Q .aieEq Jcrfi ni inod pew ,nwof
i«odw /tnga niJigM '.ua lo^noe -

oiaw «TfOJuT .navig aaaid *gd riiJade
adfoid aid bog sti j, qi byxolqqja v»^

-Clubs fid Jud .agalEoa or x«v/t fnae aiaw
bowo ad .eiiadf 01 Jcyp9 xiJol egw diiSi
baJfos/l*:aH .eqoiJiuiJani eWadfg) »id 01 xftaidi
•moo vi^i!^ KiA^Jgl.Bid nt noax ov/f aniiibe^

^

Uu\ M dool ad diidw lailg „j sni3ft9OT
.gmgvIxeonaX lo x^‘«»vinU adj oi oetua^
ni balifM aano fg bog .0^81-* qi snifeubota,
dvifig ,oi Utjg tiw lydfgl eiH .owofalbiilM
bng.,xijnummo 3 adJ lo iobi adf bng aaifasiq
dJiw ion bog xlfnabhaqabni baaba^,q -ad «g

m iij

" ^ - #
^

^1 4;^

.
‘ > •:

, (
-,-

Ji!2^ &i

Ti.in' .



542 HISTORY OF DELAWARE,

with genera! approval from all clas.ses of his

fellow-citizens, and he has discharged his of-

ficial duties with a zeal and conscientious regard

to the public welfare, that has given universal

satisfaction. Mr. Gray is allied with the Dem-
ocratic party, and a strong advocate of its prin-

ciples and methods. He was a delagate to

the national convention of his party at St.

Louis, in 1876. which nominated Samuel J.

Tilden.for the Presidency,and also a delegate to

the national convention at Cincinnati, in 1880,

and nominated Mr. Bayard, before that body,

as a presidential candidate, in a masterly

speech. Three years after he graduated he

received from Princeton the honorary degree

of Master of Arts. He was chairman of the

Board of Education in New Castle, and an

honorary member of the Historical Society of

j

Pennsylvania. He was married, in 1870, to

Miss Harriet, daughter of the late Dr. Charles

j

H. Black, of New Castle, one of the most

j. able and popular men Delaware overproduced,
i Mrs. Gray died suddenly, May 26, 18S0, leav-

1 ing five children ; Andrew Caldwell, Annie
Black, Emily Scofield, Charles H. Black and

i George Gray, Jr. Mr. Gray was married Aug.

I

8, 1882, to Miss Margaret J. Black, a sister of

I
his first wife.

6MALLANDIGHAM, REV. JAMES L„

pill church at

Head of Christiana, was born in New
Lisbon, Ohio. An outline of hi^ life and

^ some account of his family will be found

on page 105. His father, in addition to his

ministerial labors, taught a classical school and

prepared this son to enter the junior class of

Jefferson College when only sixteen years of

age. He graduated in two years, maintaining

a high standing in a class of thirty, nearly all

older than himself. His father’s salary was

inadequate to the support and education of

seven children and he had been obliged to

borrow the money to defray the e.xpenses of

his collegiate course. After graduating he

engaged in teaching in order to refund this

money, and also to assist in educating his

three younger brothers, all of whom became

professional men. The necessity thus laid

upon him, he always regarded as fortunate,

considering the mental discipline he acquired

and also the more accurate knowledge of the

classics and other branches, as ample com-

!
pensation for the labor expended. During

,
the two years tliat he taught in Snow

! flill, he studied law with Hon. Irving Spence,

j

and completed his studies at his home with

: Hon. Andrew W. Loomis, commencing the

I
practice of his profession in his native town,

I

and also taking a very active part in poli-

i tics. He was twice the candidate of his

!
party for the office of Prosecuting Attorney,

i and was one of the principal speakers in sev-

I

eral campaigns, especially in the memorable

one of 1840. He had a strong predilection, a

;

hereditary taste for politics, and highly re-

I

garded his profession, but being converted in

a revival in New Lisbon, as he himself ex-

pressed it—the shadow of eternity resting

i

upon him rendered him comparatively indif-

I

ferent to things seen and temporal,and keenly

alive to those which are unseen and eternal.

He, therefore, in 1843, commenced the study

of theology in New Lisbon, and to maintain *

himself and family, took charge of the classi-

cal department of the High School. Having

received a cali which he felt eoasu alucJ to ac-

cept to the churches of White Clay Creek,

Head of Christiana and Newark, he removed
|

to the latter place, Nov. 30, 1853. As his

charge was very extensive, an assistant was

employed for three or four months, each sum-

mer and fail. In i860, the membership of the

three churches having increased from 200to 500,

Mr. Vallandigham resigned the charge of the

Newark church, as it was about to be strength-

ened by the addition of the members of the

New School church there, and would then be

able, alone, to support a pastor. He remained

in charge of the other two churches until

1875. The Presbytery had previously sent a

committee to persuade them to separate, that

each might have the entire services of a pastor.

To this they reluctantly consented, and at a

meeting of the Presbytery, held at Lew'es, in

April, 1875, each church presented, for him, a

unanimous call. The one from the Head of

Christiana was found in order and placed in

his hands, and since June 1st of that year, he

has been pastor of that church alone. His

j

preaching has always been earnest, practical

j

and instructive, and on various occasions,

I there have been glorious revivals. In 1854, 175

!

persons were received into the three churches

under his care. Since he first became pastor

!

of the three congregations, each has erected a

1
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new church edifice. The wonderful degree of

harmony which ha.s prevailed among them

duringall these years, reflects great credit, both

on the people and on him to whom they have

looked for counsel and guidance. The honor-

ary degree of D. D., was conferred on Mr. Val-

landigham by Delaware College, in 1874, and of

LL. D., by Westminster College, Mo., in 1881.

He has published the life of his brother, the

Hon. C. L. Valiandigham, a volume of 570

pages, also, two editions of an address on the

Evils of Intemperance. He was, at one time,

assistant editor of a temperance paper, has

frequently contributed to the press, and is the

author of the historical sketches of the Pres-

byterian churches of Delaware, published in

this Cyclopedia. He still resides in Newark,

and enjoys the unabated affection and confi-

dence of the congregations of which he has

been pastor, and the respect of the community

at large.

f^^PRUANCE, PRESLEY, was born in

f
Kent county, a few miles w’est oi

Sm^mna, Sept, ii, 1785. Plis father,

Presley Spruance, was a substantial

farmer and resided all his life in the same

county. His grandfather, John Spruance, the

first of the name in this State, came from Car-

oline county, Md., and settled in Kent about

1730. His mother, Mary Jones, was descended

from the Welsh Baptist Colonists, who settled

on the Welsh Tract in New Castle county,

about 1700. He attended the schools of his

neighborhood until he was fifteen years old,

when he was placed with Mr. Darragh, a mer-

chant in Smyrna, then called Duck Creek

Cross-Roads, and remained with him until he

was twenty years old, and then began business

with his father, under the name of P. Spru-

ance & Son. This firm was succeeded, in a

ftw years, by that of P. & E. Spruance, com-

posed of the subject of this sketch and his

younger brother. Enoch. The latter firm

continued for more than forty years, conduct-

ing an extensive business as merchants, ship-

pers and landowners, and maintaining, during

all that time, a high reputation for enterprise,

integrity and liberality. These brothers were

especially noted for their generosity to poor

young men who manifested the capacity and

purpose to succeed in life. Mr. Spruance al-

ways, from boyhood, took a deep interest in

public affairs, and was deservedly popular. In

1822, he was elected to the House of Repre-

sentatives of Delaware. In 1S25, he was

elected to the Senate of the same State, and

continued a member of the same until 1831,

when he was elected a mem.ber of the Con-

vention which framed the present State Con-

stitution. He was again elected to the Senate

in 1834, and to the House of Representatives

in 1838, In 1840, he was again called to do

public duty in the State Senate, and continued

a member of the same until 1S47. During his

twenty-one years of service in the State Leg-

islature, he was, for about ten years. Speaker

of the Senate. In 1847, he was chosen United

States Senator, and held that position for the

full term of si.x years. While a member of the

State Senate, in 1829, he took a very active

and important part in the passage of the “Act
for the establishment of free schools,” and in

after-life he considered this the most useful

and lasting public service in his long career

of twenty-eight years as a legislator. Follow-

ing the traditions of riis family, he began life

a Jefferson Democrat, but upon the division

of parties in 1828, he attached himself to

the Administration, or Adams party, and after-

wards, on its formation, to the Whig party,

of which he was a leading spirit in his county

and State. His instincts and convictions were

always strongly against slavery, and led him

to advocate the Wilmot Proviso, and oppose

the e.xtension of the slave holding interests.

Although, then an old man, and retired from

public life, he was one of the very few in his

county, who in i860 voted for Abraham Lin-

coln. While fully realizing the necessity of

using force in the suppression of the rebellion,

civil war was to him a dire calamity. When
the announcement was made to him that the

rebel batteries had opened fire upon Fort Sump-
ter, he e.xclaimed, as tears filled his eyes,

and his whole frame trembled with emotion, “I

never expected to live to see this day.” Few
men have left behind them a reputation more

worthy of emulation. Great industry, quick

perception, retentive memory, love of books,

and varied experience as a merchant and leg-

islator, supplied in him, to a great e.xtent, the

deficienciesofearly training, although he never

ceased to regret that he had been denied the

opportunity of a liberal education. His great

and accurate knowledge of public affairs, both
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State and national, his sound, clear judgment,

inflexible integrity', steady courage and devot-

ed patriotism, made him a useful and honored

public servant, and inspired the fullest confi-

dence of his fellow citizens In 1830 Mr.

Spruance married Sarah Corbit, daughter of

William Corbit
,
of Cantwell’s Bridge, now

Odessa. The chddren of this marriage were

MaryJ., who died in infancy, Horace who
died in Oct. 1882, and William C. and Sarah

C., who now reside in Wilmington. Mr.

Spruance died at his residence in Smyrna,

Feb. 13, 1863.

fi
uPONT, ELEUTHERE IRENEE,
youngest son of Pierre-Samuel duPont

de Nemours, and of Nicole-Charlotte-

Marie-Louise Le Dee de Rencourt, was

(x/* born in Paris, France, June 24, 1771

His god-father was the celebrated Turgot,

who selected on account of their meaning, his

somewhat unusual baptismal names. The

traits of character which specially marked

Irenee duPont’s whole career were displayed

in early life. Simple and frugal in his tastes,

generous and ardent in his impulses, the mis-

fortunes of others ever elicited his warmest

sympathy. To these qualities he united great

energy of purpose and untiring industry. It

seemed to be the height of his ambition to be

a worthy, useful and valuable member of so-

ciety. His early years were passed at Bois-des-

Fosses, his father’s estate near the village of

Chevannes in the Gatinais, {noiv DepartmeJit

cf Seine et Marne). Though taking the keenest

interest in country pursuits, and having the

reputation of being the most courageous boy'

in the neigborhood, study was never ne-

glected. His tastes were for the exact sciences,

chemistry and botany being his favorite

studies. In 1784, he had the misfortune to

lose his mother, a model of every domestic

virtue, but the affectionate care of his surviv-

ing parent supplied, as far as possible, the va-

cant place. During the following year he was

extremely anxious to join La Perouse’s expi-

dition round the world, then being fitted out
;

but his father, though able to have placed him

advantageously with that intrepid, but unfor-

tunate navigator, would not agree to so early'

a

separation, and the son acquiesced. He was

soon, however, to leave the home of his child-

hdbd: an intimate friend of his father, the emi-

nent chemist, Lavoisier, at that time superin-

tendent of the Royal manufactories and depots

of gun-powder and saltpetre, (Regie roy'ale des

Poudres et Saltpetres), had conceived a strong

affection for the promising y'oung man, and re-

quested that he should go to him, promising

to secure for him the reversion of this impor-

tant and lucrative office. His father’s consent

having been given, he began his new career

at the government mills at Essone, where he

was sent to acquire a practical knowledge of

the details of the manufacture of gun-powder.

His prospects seemed now assured when the

breaking out of the French Revolution changed

the whole course of his life. The broad and lib-

eral political views of his father were reflected

in the son. who advocated, with ardor, the p o-

ject of a constitution limiting the power of the

crown and sweeping away the many abuses of

the past. In the interest of the moderate and

law abiding party, after the voluntary disso-

lution of the constituent assembly, DuPont de

Nemours invested the greater part of his

means in a large printing and publishing

house in Paris. At its head he placed his

son, Irenee, who found himself in his twenty'-

first year, during the most stormy period of

Revolution, conducting, almost alone, a busi-

ness of great importance, which of necessity

was connected directly with the political com-
plications of the day'. On the memorable loth

of Aug., 1792, DuPont de Nemours, as strong

in his opposition to popular e.xcesses as in his

advocacy of constitutional liberty', went to

the palace of the Tuilleries to aid in defend-

ing the King from the expected attack of the

mob. Irenee accompanied him, and after

Louis XVI and the royal family had taken

refuge in the hall of the Legislative Assembly,

succeeded,amid the scene of carnage, in saving

his father’s life as well as his own. The
surviving defenders of the Tuilleries were

marked for destruction. Though able to hide

themselves for a time, father and son were

finally arrested and confined in the Laforce

prison. Irenee duPont had already united his

lot to one (Sophie Madeleine Dalmas, born

July 22, 1775, and died, Nov. 27, 1828,) no

I
less distinguished for rare personal attractions

than for energy of character, courage and
wifely devotion. The despair of this beauti-

ful young woman, (she was not yet eighteen,)

touched the better feelings of one of the jail-
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ors, when she souglit admission to the

prison in the disguise of peasant girl, and she

was able to pass in daily and minister to the

the necessities of her husband and father.

Their turn for the scaffold had almost come,

when tire fall of Robespierre envied the Reign

of Terror, and opened the prison doors. Though
their lives were saved, they had lost everything,

and the embarrassed condition of their for-

tunes made them turn their eyes towards the

new world. In the latter part of 1799, the

subject of this sketch, with his father and older

brother, Victor, wlro had been in the United

States in the French diplomatic and consular

service during the terrible years of Revolution

in his native land, sailed for America, arriving

witli their families at Newport, R.I.,Jan,i, 1800.

Some months later, an accidental circumstance

called Irenee du Font’s attention to the bad

quality of the gun-powder made in the land of

his adoption, and gave him the first idea of es-

tablishing a set of works for its manufacture, a

project deemed, by many, as little short of

madness, so great was the reputation of the

powder imported from England. Having de-

cided upon the enterprise, he went back to

France, in January, i8or, and revisited Essone,

to acquaint himself with the various improve-

ments in powder manufacture, which had e n

made since he left the place, returning to the

United States at the end of the following Au-
gust, well provided with plans and models,

and bringing with him some of the machinery

for his future mills. It now remained to fix

upon a suitable location. He examined sites

near Paterson, N. J., and in Maryland and Vir-

ginia. His father’s friend, Thomas Jefferson,

was very an.xious that the new works should

be built in the last named State, but there, as

in Maryland, he was deterred by the institu-

tion of slavery and the effects it had produced

upon the character of the white race. Finally,

in June, 1802, he bought a tract of land with

ample water power on the Brandywine river,

about four miles from Wilmington, Del., and

on the 19th of the following month, arrived

there with his family. The newness of the

undertaking, no less than its hazardous char-

acter, demanded unflagging toil and exertion.

After many disappointments and losses, his

energy and undaunted courage surmounted

every obstacle, and at his death by cholera,

Oct. 3(st, 1834, while temporarily in Philadel-

69

phia, his establishment was the largest of its

kind in the United States. Amid the engross-

ing pursuits of his business life, Irenee du Pont

never, for a moment, forgot the duties he owed

to his fellow men and to the community in

which he lived. Foremost in every measure

of local improvement, and in developing

around him agricultural and industrial enter-

prise, his private benevolence was not confined

to pecuniary aid
;

of his time—to him more

precious still—he gave freely, to all to whom
he could be of use. Nor did local matters,

alone, occupy his attention, he served as a

director in the Bank of the United States, and

took part in the philanthropic labors of the

American Colonization society in behalf of the

African race. His ashes have long since been

mingled with those of his father, brother, and

wife, all of whom he survived
;
but his memory,

after the lapse of nearly fifty years, is still affec-

tionately graven upon the hearts of the re-

maining few who knew him personally, while

his work still tells, and the example remains

of what an upright, unselfish, and well-di-

rected life may do.

PRUANCE, WILLIAM CORBIT, was

born in Smyrna, April 2nd, 1831. His

father,Presley Spruance,was,for twenty

one years a member of the Legislature

of the State of Delaware, and for six

years a Senator of the United States. Wil-

liam C. Spruance was prepared for College un-

der the tuition of Rev.Geo. Foote at Port Penn,

and afterwards at Newark Academy. He en-

tered Princeton College in January, 1849, and

graduated there in 1852. His legal studies

were prosecuted under Chief Justice Comegys,

Hon. George B. Rodney, and at the Harvard

Law School, Cambridge, Mass. He was ad-

mitted to the bar at New Castle, in Nov.,

1855, settled there, and remained until 1871,

when he removed to Wilmington, and has

since resided in that city. For about three

years he was Deputy Attorney General, for

twelve years attorney for New Castle County,

and for two years City Solicitor for Wilming-

ton. In 1876 he was appointed United States

Attorney for the District of Delaware, and re-

signed that office in 1880. Mr. Spruance is a

safe, wise and loyal counselor, and a man of

sternest integrity and untiring diligence. His

eminent ability, persistent energyand vigorous
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methods, have won for him success at the bar,

and placed him in the front rank of the profes-

sion to which he is an honor. Trained in the

Whig' School of politics, and firmly opposed to

liuman slavery, be joined the Republican party

at the outbreak of the rebellion, and has since

been one of its m,ost effective upholders in

every important campaign. His political at-

tachments proceed from his deep convictions

of right and justice, and bravely as he fights

for his party, he loves his native State and the

Nation better, and would prefer defeat of his

party to its success through unworthy means,
,

He was married in 1858 to hlaria Louisa,
|

eldest daughter of Rev. J. B. Spotswood D. D.

of New Castle. They have had eight children,

of whom five are now living : Presley, John S.,

Aithur W., William C. and Edith.

I^^^ONES, JOPIN, one of the original firm

of Pusey & Jones, a well known firm in

the general Machine and Vessel build-

^''‘S business of Wilmington, was born

in Lancashire, England, m itJid, and
j

was brought by his parents, who immigrated
j

to the United States in 1821. His parents

were Joseph and Sarah Jones, both of Lanca-

shire, who first settled after their arrival at

Cedar Grove, above the city of Philadelphia,

but removed to Delaware, where Mr. Jones

followed his trade as a machinist, on the

Brandywine, three miles above the city. His

mother died when John was but ten years of

age, and at seventeen years of age became an

apprentice to learn the business of his father

as a machinist, principally in cotton and

woolen machinery, continuing as an apprentice

until he arrived at twenty-one years of age.

He then engaged as journeyman to work for

the late J. M. Poole, and at the end of three

years became foreman in his shops, and held

this position for five years subsequently. In

1849 Joshua L. Pusey and he formed the firm

of Pusey & Jones, and began at the location still

occupied by the Pusey & Jones Co., the busi-

ness of general machinists. They built addi-

tions on the present site, and their energy and

the character of the work done by them soon

built up a large and successful business. They
were both practical and well trained machin-

ists, and took their share, in the beginning of

their career, in the labors of the shop,with tlicir

own hands. Their success is a part of the his-

1 tory of the city, they having had a large share

;

in making Wilmington a city of manufactures,

i

In 1S66, Mr. Jones withdrew from the firm,

and the Pusey & Jones Company became an

incorporated company
;

IVIr. Pusey, his original

partner, being still in the company. By a

second marriage of his father, he has three

half brothers, one of whom is a member of the

well-known firm of Hilles & Jones, of Wil-

mington. His father, Joseph Jones, died in

1867. Mr. Jones was a Whig in politics dur-

ing the existence of that party, and since its

organization, has been a Republican. During

the years of 187S-9, he served, for two terms,

as a member of the City Council of Wilming-

ton, and is the owner of real estate in the city,

to the interests of which he devotes his leisure.

He was united in marriage, March 4th, 1841,

to ITiss Ann Banning, of the vicinity of Wil-

mington, and they have had one daughter,

who died in her sixth year.

ILPIN, HON. EDWARD WOOD-
WARD, late Chief Justice of Delaware,

son of William and Ann (Dunwoody)
Gilpin, was born at Wilmington, July

13, 1803, and died at Dover, April 29,

1876, His boyhood was spent in the family

of his grandparents, on the Brandywine, in

attending school in the neighborhood of their

residence, and in Wilmington. At the age of

seventeen he obtained the situation of a mer-
chant’s clerk, which he soon relinquished to

join his father in Philadelphia, where he was
placed with Mr. Fennimore, of that city, to

learn the trade of a tanner and currier. At
the end of a year, returning with his father to

Wilmington, he continued his new trade un-

der Reuben Webb, for a short period, and
then entered the store of his brother, Josiah,

where he was employed at the time he began
the study of law, in the office of John Wales.
The experience acquired in these different sit-

uations by young Gilpin was of great value to

him, in awakening his observations, imparting

a knowledge of business affairs, and giving to

his mind a practical direction. .He was early

impressed with the importance of application

and industry in order to success, and the

influence of this feeling accompanied him
through life. Though lacking the advantages
of what is styled a liberal education, he was
not deficient in any of those solid qualifica-
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tions, which are, perhaps, more necessary to

insure a successful business or professional ca-

reer. He was a close and intelligent student,

nev'er skimming over a book, or allowing the

driest or most abstruse subjects to dull his ar-

dor in the pursuit of knowledge. He soon

exhibited evidence of what, in his judicial life,

was so apparent, a legal mind, which may be

described in a word, as the natural or acquired

aptitude for accurately comprehending, dis-

criminating and applying legal principles. He
had always been studiously inclined, and,

knowing that he would have to rely on his

own efforts to make his way, neglected no op-

portunity for improvement, and in preparation

for the work that was before him. He was of

a keenly sensitive disposition, proud of his

personal integrity, and quick to resent any

imputation on the honesty of his motives.

This self-pride preserved him from many of

the follies and indiscretions of youth, and kept

him in the path of an honorable and manly
atnhition. Admitted to the bar, Oct. 3, 1S27,

he opened an office in his native town, where

he continued to reside during the rest ofhis life.

Industrious and scrupulously attentive to every

matter entrusted to his management, cautious

in counsel, but prompt in executing plans,

when once matured, he soon became known
as a lawyer of rising ability, and it was not

long before he had gained a lucrative and in-

creasing clientage. While at the bar Mr. Gil-

pin was noted for the careful preparation ofhis

cases, and his strict attention to every detail of

business. His advice was sought and depend-

ed on as that of a sound lawyer, and of a man
of superior judgment, and of unquestioned in-

tegrity. For many years he was president of

the Union (and National) Bank of Delaware,

a director of the Philadelphia, Wilmington and

Baltimore railroad, and also, of the Delaware

railroad, and in these several capacities ren-

dered valuable service to the community.

Without being an ardent partisan, he was intel-

ligently interested in general and local politics,

and held positive views on these, as on other

subjects, but he was always conservative both

in opinion and action. The office of Attorney-

General of the State becoming vacant by the

expiration of the term of James Rogers, Esq.,

Mr. Gilpin was, on the 12th of Feb. 1840, ap-

pointed by Governor Comcgys to succeed

him
;
and so acceptably did he perform the

duties of that responsible office, that at the

end of five years he was re-appcinted by Gov-

ernor Stockton for a second term. He was

an independent and fearless officer, believing

in the theory that one mode of preventing the

increase of crime, is by the punishment of the

criminal, and he had that firmness of will, and

sterness of purpose, which are essential to an

efficient public prosecutor. After ten years of

service as Attorney-General, he retired with

increased professional reputation, and with the

commendation ofhis fellow' citizens, who felt

that the administration of public justice had

not suffered in his hands For some years af-

ter this he applied himself more e.xclusively to

private practice, and had begun to withdraw

from general business when the office of Chief

Justice of the State became vacant by the res-

ignation of Judge Harrington, who had been

appointed Chancellor. The eminent fitness of

Mr. Gilpin for the position was immediately

recognized by the members of the bar and by

the public, and on the 6th day of May, 1857,

Governor Causey appointed him to the bench.

A better appointment could not have been

made. His judicial life extended over a per-

iod of nearly twenty years, during which time

he presided over the civil and criminal courts

and the court of appeals
;
and while he may

have been excelled in some special branch

of the law, or in some rare intellectual gift or

talent, yet in the symmetrical combination of

all the attributes and qualities, mental and

moral, that belong to the upright, learned and

able judge, he was unsurpassed by any of his

predecessors. He came to the bench in the

full maturity of his intellect, trained and dis-

ciplined by the active practice of his profes-

sion, and with his mind stored with the fruits

of thirty years of study. Exact and thorough

in the hearing and disposition of every case that

came before him, his charges to the jury, rul-

ings at AUsi Prius, and his more elaborate

opinions in banc, all showed a uniformly con-

scientious painstaking to do right. The four

volumes of Houston's Reports contain his

charges and opinions in every important case,

that was tried or argued before him, and they

will be found to embrace the discussion and

settlement of a large number of legal ques-

tions involving varied and valuable interests.

The style and reason of these opinions arc

characteristic. Judge Gilpin’s mind was prac-
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tical, not speculative. He was no theorist,
^

but applied the rule of common sense to every
j

subject that he discussed. Never partial to

legal metaphysics, he would go direct to the

pivotal point ol a case, and with a clear ap-

prehension of the facts, in all their relations,

apply the law to the only issues to be de-

cided. He had a remarkable power of lucid

and methodical statement, and was distin-

guished for the accuracy and precision with

which he discussed every question. Though
positive in his opinion, he was not obstinate,

and never approached that stubborn pride

which refuses to rectify an error, when con-

vinced that one has been committed. He
would not tolerate evasions or subterfuges, or

permit, if it could be prevented, the spirit of

the law to be perverted by technicalities,

and yet no one could more adroitly enforce

a technical rule when the object was to ex-

tend mercy or secure justice. He died sud-

denly, oi angina pectoris, and the event was

the occasion of a spontaneous and unniversal

expression of sorrow and admiration through-

out the State. For fully fifty years he

had been before the people of Delaware, and

for the larger portion of them officially con-

nected with the administration of justice. In

all this time he had borne himself with such

constant honesty, faithfulness and ability, as

to command the respect and confidence of

all classes. The present bar of the State of

Delaware regard his memory with the highest

veneration for his ability and virtues. At a

bar meeting, held shortly after his death,

one who had been his fellow student spoke

of him as “a gentleman whose conduct had

always been that of an honorable, upright,

moral man—a man whose habits and course

of life commended themselves to every one.”

To those who knew him intimately, his most

prominent trait appeared to be a conscien-

tious sense of duty, and this principle con-

trolled his thoughts, and governed his acts

on all occasions. In domestic life, he was

tenderly affectionate and considerate, dis-

pensing his bounty with a liberal hand to all

who depended on him. He was an humble

believer in the Christian religion, and a mem-
ber of the church of the New Jerusalem. He
was married, March 15, 1842, to Miss Elenora

Adelaide La Mott, whose death preceded his

own by eighteen months. Only one child, a

daughter, survived him.

HON. BENJAMIN T., member

C Fortieth and Forty-first Congress

from Delaware, was born in New Castle

county, Oct. l, 1S21. His father, John

Biggs, was a farmer, born in Cecil

county, but resided most of his life in Pencader

hundred, and his mother was Diana Bell, born

in Cecil county, Md. A sketch of the family

is found in the notice given of W. P. Biggs in

this volume. He was early an attendant on

the public schools of his neighborhood, and at

the age of nineteen, was sent to the New Jer-

sey Conference Seminary where he continued

two years, and then taught for other two

years, when he went to the Wesleyan Uni-

versity at Middletown, Conn. Upon his return

home, he engaged in farming, on land owned
by his father, and continued to reside on the

estate for twenty years, and follow the culture

of peaches and growing cereals. This, to him

congenial employment, he has made the call-

ing of his life
;
but his early capacity of public

speaking drew him often into the field of lit-

erary and public, or patriotic assemblies, and
finally into public life. In 1S46 he was com-
missioned, by Gov. \Vm. Temple, Major of the

Delaware Regiment, which it was intended to

raise for service in the Mexican war, in antici-

pation of a call for troops by the U. S. Gov-
ernment. In 1852 he was elected on the

Whig ticket a member of the Constitutional

Convention, called for the purpose of amend-
ing the State Constitution. When the Whig
party ceased to exist and was succeeded by
the “ Know Nothings,” he refused to join that

party, because of its proscriptive character.

In 1854 he acted with the Democratic party,

finding that his former party affiliations could

not lead him to countenance the doctrines of

the so called American party, and he has

since been closely identified with the history

of the Democratic party in the State, and has

taken his share of work in each campaign as a

public speaker. In i860 was nominated for

Representative in Congress on the Demo-
cratic ticket, but defeated by Geo. P. Fisher,

by 247 votes. In 1867 he was elected a director

of the Queen Annes and Kent R. R., and in

1874, was made its President, which position

he still occupies. In 1868 he was again nom-
inated for Congress, and elected by a majority

of 3,300 ;and renominated and elected in 1870

by a majority of 2,525, thus serving for two
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consecutive terms. He left his farm in 1877

and removed to Middletown, to the handsome
residence which he had erected as a home in

that tov/n. alajor Biggs was married. May
18, 1853, to Pvliss Mary S. Beekrnan, of New
Jersey. Five children have been born to them,

of whom three survive
: John, who is a gradu-

ate of Princeton, studied law with Victor

DuPont, admitted to the bar, Nov
, 1879, and

settled in Wilmington
;
Jennie, a graduate of

Wesleyan Female College, in the class of

1876, and Willard Biggs.

in

^^OMEGYS,GOVERNORCORNELIU
born of Marvland parents, i

Kent county, of that State, Jan. 15

1780. His father was Cornelius Com-
£/ egys, and his mother was of the Par-

sons family and named Hannah. At an early

age he was placed as a clerk in the counting

house of the Messrs. Hollingsworth, of Balti-

more, where he displayed such excellent

qualities that, at the age of nineteen, he was

sent by them in one of their West India tra-

ders, to the island of St. Bartholomew, as su-

percargo. His counting house training quali-

fied him especially for the discharge of the du-

ties of two of the offices, one private and the

other public, which he afterwards held. Soon

after he attained his majority, he came to the

State of Delaware to reside permanently, and

shortly married Anne Blackiston, daughter of

Benjamin Blackiston, of Duck Creek hundred

in Kent, and became a farmer upon her father’s

mansion farm (still in the Blackiston family)

the property of her brother William. After a

marriage of about a year, his wife died leaving

him with a daughter who survived her mother

only a few days. He married a second time

on PYb. 16, 1S04, his wife being Ruhamah
Marim, the eldest daughter of John and Han-
nah (Stevens) Marim, of Little Creek Neck in

the last named county. Her age at that time

was seventeen. That year he continued to re-

side on the Blackiston land
;
but at the close

of it he removed to Cherbourg, the family seat

of the Marims, four miles east of Dover. Soon

after his removal, he and his wife became the

owners, severally, of separate parcels, and al-

together of the whole estate which contained

about three hundred and seventy six acres.

He continued here for thirteen years working

his land intelligently and profitably, for those

times
;
and by his good taste adding greatly

to the appearance of the proper!}'. Although

a I'ederalist in politics, and therefore strongly

opposed to the war with Great Britain, he yet

felt it his duty as a citizen to aid his country

in the strugglc,and he enrolled himself among
the State’s troops, becoming in due time a IMa-

jor, and ultimately Lieutenant Colonel. As Ma-
jor he had a command at Lewes while the frig-

ate Poictiers lay in the roads and harassed

the bay-side with her armed barges
;
and was

encamped with troops in Little Creek Neck,

near his home, when peace was proclaimed

in 1815. At the close of the war he be-

came an agent for Brandywine millers to

purchase grain, and was tempted to risk

his own means by the e.xtraordinary wheat

prices of 1816, and suffered loss thereby from

which his finances never entirely recovered.

About this period, also, he became engaged,

for a short time, in mercantile business, and

was part owner of vessels trading to Philadel-

phia, but gained nothing by this enterprise.

All the time, however, his ranniiig business

went on, and he had a large stock, and also a

working family of bond and free. His engag-

ing manners and agreeable address, together

with his then ample means and known qualifi-

cation for business, drew attention to him

from men of influence and wealth in other

parts of the county. Accordingly he was

elected a director of the Commercial Bank of

Delaware, which transacted its principal busi-

ness at Smyrna. Being a person of ardent

temperament and strong convictions,he natur-

ally became very much attached to his party,

and, therefore, a politician, but never, on that

account, experienced any abatement of per-

sonal friendship for his opponents. At the

annual election of iSi l, he was chosen a mem-
ber of the House of Representatives, and at

the ensuing session of January, he was elected

Speaker of that body. He was re-elected in

each of the four succeeding years and made
Speaker at every session. Before the session

of 1816, the dower of widows was subject to

to their husband’s debts, whenever con-

tracted
;
but the Legislature convened at that

time passed the act which made dower par-

amount to debts contracted after the inter-

marriage, and his vote decided the question.

He frequently spoke of this vote, which he re-

garded as one of the most important acts of
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his w'hole life. The brilliant achievement of

Captain Jacob Jones in the battle between

his vessel, the lVas/>, and the British ship

the Frolic, drew from the Legislature of

1813, a joint resolution of admiration and

thanks, with a provision for the presentation

to him of a piece of plate of the value of five

hundred dollars, to commemorate the victory.

A committee of three was appointed by that

body to carry the resolutions into effect. Wil-

liam Hill Wells, of Sussex, George Read, Jr.,

of New Castle, and Cornelius P. Comegys, of

Kent, were appointed that committee, and

discharged their trust as soon as the exi-

gencies of the service brought the distin-

guished officer within their reach. Afterwards

when the great victory of McDonough over

the British fleet on Lake Champlain, had filled

the nation with transports of exultation, and

shed unfading lustre upon the escutcheon of

his dear little State, the Legislature, at the

session of 1815, passed resolutions to express

their gratification at the event, and chose a

committee to present him with a piece of

plate in honor of his heroism, and request that

he sit for his portrait to adorn the Senate

chamber ; the same resolutions also directed

the committee to procure a portrait of Jones,

to be hung on the walls of the House. Caesar

A. Rodney, of New Castle, Jesse Green, of

Susse.x, and Cornelius P. Comegys, were ap-

pointed that committee. This trust they

faithfully discharged, and the paintings were

executed by the famous Sully,—McDonough
being represented as at the moment of his or-

der for CLOSE ACTION. A further honor. One of

the bravest officers in the war, which immor-
talized Jones and McDonough, was Colonel

James Gibson, who fell gallantly fighting, at

the sortie of P'ort Erie. The Legislature, not

forgetting his bravery, and to render a proper

tribute to his memory, passed resolutions

of the usual nature, and appointed a commit-

tee to carry a copy of them to the widow of

the deceased, and to have painted a portrait

of the hero to ornament the Senate Chamber.

Cornelius P. Comegys was one of that com-
mittee

;
his associates being John M. Clay-

ton and Judge Peter Robinson. The duty

imposed was duly performed, and the portrait

hangs in the State House. At the annual

meeting of the General Board of Directors of

the Farmers’ Bank, on the first Tuesday of

January, 1818, he was elected cashier of the

principal bank at Dover, which he filled with

great credit to himself, until the January meet-

ing in 1829, when he was removed on account

of his politics. The previous campaign (the

Jackson and Adams contest) was marked

in Delaware, as elsewhere, by an inten-

sity of bitterness, and spirit of proscription,

theretofore unknown in party warfare. He shared

the views of all the Adams men, that Jackson’s

election would be an enormous evil by the

elevation o-f a military man to the chief magis-

tracy
;
and distinguished himself, in opposi-

tion, by all the zeal and activity in which his

ardent nature prompted. His party’s defeat

was very severe to him
;
but the blow that fell

upon him and deprived him of an important

source of support and means for the education

of his large young family, well nigh crushed

him. It was so unexpected as to be at first

stunning
;
but his fine health, and the almost

universal sense of the injustice done him, ex-

pressed warmly by political adversaries as well

as friends (for he had no enemies of a personal

kind) enabled him to recover from it and de-

vote himself to his old pursuit. He removed
at once back to Gherbourg, after such a leave

taking by citizens of Dover of every rank, who
waited upon him on the evening before his de-

parture, as no man had experienced before.

The legislature being in session at this time,

he was chosen one of the State Directors of the

Bank
;
and in a few days after he had been

thrust from the cashiership, he took his seat at

the Board alongside of those who had pro-

scribed him. Not all his political opponents

however had voted for his removal. At the

next legislative session he sat as a member
of the House, having been elected the previous

year
;
and during the session he was elected

State Treasurer—an office which he had held

by three legislative appointments in the years

1820, 1821 and 1822. He was re-elected at the

sessions of 1830, 1831, 1832 and 1833. It is

needless to say that he filled the office with

integrity and fidelity. So strong was public

sentiment in his party, that he should be fur-

ther compensated for the great wrong it was

conceived had been done him by the directors

of the bank, that his name was brought for-

ward as a candidate for Governor, in the year

1832, for the first quadrennial term. The
nomination, however, was given by the con-
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vention to Dr. Arnold Naudain, and the Whigs
i

lost the election—the old Revolutionary sol-
j

dier, Major Caleb P. Bennett being his Demo-
cratic opponent. Being the real choice of the

!

people for the nomination, it was hoped by the
'

otlier side that he and his friends would give

only a lukewarm support to the nominee ; but

in this they were disappointed, for he and they

exerted themselves, vigorously, in behalf of

their party candidate. When four \ ears rolled

round, he was, virtually, the only one thought

of for the nomination, which he received. His

opponent, Nehemiah Clarke, of Kent, also,

was a gentleman of great popularity, naturally

—being aftable, amiable, and good hearted in

an uncommon degree. The result of the elec-

tion was the choice of the Whig candidate by

a most unexpected majority. As with respect
|

to the other offices, the duties of that of Gov-
ernor were faithfully and conscientiously dis-

charged. In his Inaugural message, delivered

on the 17th of January, 1837, he recommended
to the favor of the Legislature the following

measures : The encouragerneu L ufficc schools,

and support of Newark College, enterprises

for public improvement, agriculture, abol-

ishment of imprisonment for debt, of the

whipping post and pillory, and of the sale of

persons for fines, costs and prison fees. In his

annual message to the Legislature, delivered

on the 1st of January, 1839, he renewed his

recommendation with respect to free school

education, and the College
;
also, imprison-

ment for debt, with a suggestion of a peniten-

tiary system. His last mess age, that ofJan., 1841,

urged education and the free school system,

again, upon the Legislature
;
reform of the

criminal code and a penitentiary system
;
in-

creased aid for.the poor
;
and abolishment of

imprisonment for debt. One thing is certain,

that the man who made those recommenda-
tions, while not in the least a visionary, as his

whole life showed, yet felt and recognized the

impulse of the current of enlightened thought

then just beginning to flow under the hitherto

suppressed influence of Christianity, and gave

expression to his sentiments, at the expense

of loss of some former friends, whose views did

not accord with his own. It required a great

amount of moral courage at that day to

recommend the repeal of long established

penal laws. The close of the official term

of the subject of this sketch was the end

of his official life
;
henceforth he pursued, at

Cherbourg, the business of a farmer until

financial embarrassments required that he

should surrender all to his creditors. After

this calamity assailed him, (against which none

of his children were then able to interpose,) he

retired entirely to private life, losing his faith-

ful p.irtner on the 20lh day of September, 1848,

and dying, himse’f, in Dover, in his daughter’s

house, on the 27th day of January, 1861,—sev-

enty-one years old. The Legislature being

then in session, appropriate resolutions were

passed by both Houses, the members of which

attended the funeral in a body. It was impos-

sible to know Governor Comegys and not

feel a warm attachment for him. His

manners, and ail his intercourse and con-

duct were those of a perfect gentleman
;

and his social disposition, benignity of tem-

per, liberality of heart profuse hospitality,

charitableness for all faults, and unselfishness

to the extent of real sacrifice, made him the

most popular man of his day. The cry of

distress never failed to amii'se his active

sympathies, his ample benevolence
;

and

where money could relieve, he freely offered

it when it was in his power to do so. When
the hand ofdeath fell upon him, it smote one of

nature’s noblemen
;
and he passed from earth

respected, nay, beloved, by all who knew him,

leaving to his posterity a character without a

stain. A large family of children survived

him—eight of the twelve his wife bore him

—

all of which survivors are living, except the

eldest son, William, viz : Sally Ann, the

widow of the Hon. Henry M. Ridgely, Wil-

liam, Joseph P., Chief Justice of Delaware
;

Cornelius, George, M. D., Cincinnati, O.; Ben-

jamin, President of The National Bank of

Philadelphia
;
Mary Elizabeth, the widow of

Dr. Benjamin F. Chatham, Maria, and John.

^^RAY, ANDREW, A. M., Planter and
Legislator, was born in Kent county,

in December, 1771, and in early life

graduated from the University of Penn-

\s> sylvania. Endowed with natural abil-

ities of a high order, and the possessor of a

large landed estate, his abundant means
enabled him to spend his life in the culture of

his literary tastes, and to give that time and
thought to the welfare of his country, and to

his duties as a patriot and a citizen, which he
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felt was required of him. He was the author

of many elaborate treatises on the most pro-

found questions of gov'ernment and political

economy, which taxed the powers of states-

men and scholars in the early days of the Re-

public, and no one was more deeply interested

in the growth and prosperity of the country,

or maintained, with greater vigor, the neces-

sity of protecting, by sufficient tariffs, our in-

fant, struggling industries againt the cheap

labor products of the Old World. He was a

constant contributor to the public press, and

many volumes in manuscript are still pre-

served as mementoes of his studious habits and

high attainments. For many years he repre-

sented his county both in the Senate and

House of Representatives, and was a leading

member in each. He was one of the founders,

and, for a large part of his life, a trustee of

Delaware College. He was married, in Feb.,

l8oi, to Miss Ibebecca Rodgers, of Maryland.

A sketch of his son, Andrew C. Gray, will be

found on page 224. Mr. Gray lived to a good

old age, closing his noble and worthy life in

Wilmington, Jan. 19, 1849.

f
TOCKLEY, CHARLES C., Retired

Merchant, ex-Sheriff, and Governor-

elect of Delaware, was born, Nov. 6,

1819, in Sussex county, where he has

resided all his life. His father, Jehu

Stockley, was a native of the same county,

and one of its most popular, prominent and

influential citizens. He held several public

offices, and discharged the duties attending

them with great credit to himself and satisfac-

torily to the people. He died in August, 1830,

at the age of forty-three years. The mother

of Governor Stockley, previous to her marriage,

was Hannah Rodney Kollock, whose mother

was a sister of Daniel, Caleb and John Rod-

ney, who were prominent and influential citi-

zens of the State. Daniel was elected Gov-

ernor, and Caleb became the acting Governor

by the death of Governor John Collins, he

being, at that time. Speaker of the State Sen-

ate. Mrs. Stockley died in 1856, in the sixty-

sixth year of her age. Charles C. Stockley

received his education in Sussex, and at a

private or select school in Philadelphia, chiefly

after the death of his father. He began his

business life as a clerk in Georgetown, and
j

afterward in the same capacity in Philadel-
j

' phia. Returning to Sussex, he taught school

I

from 1839 to 1S46, and occasionally assisted as

clerk in the stores of the vicinity. In 1846 he

. engaged in m.ercantile business for himself,

' and opened a general store at Millsborough,

'where he continued until 1852, when he was

;

appointed County Treasurer, which office he

I

held for four years. In 1856 he was elected

' Sheriff of the county, and filled that office for

' the constitutional term. In 1873 he was elected

State Senator from Sussex, and during the

second term was Speaker of that body, dis-

charging his duties with efficiency and great

popularity. About i860, he became inter-

ested in and connected with the Junction

and Breakwater railroad, and was an active

and efficient member of the Board of Direc-

tors of that Company until the road was

completed. He also was active in procuring

the charter for the Frankford and Breakwater

and Worcester Railroad Companies, which are

important links in the chain connecting the

Frankford and Breakwater and the Worcester

roads witn tne juiicLiuii and Bi cakvvater road.

After his nomination for Governor, he severed

his connection with these roads,except theWor-

cester road, in which he is yet a stockholder and

director,havingbeen President of the Frankford

and Breakwater railroad for several years

before his nomination. He is President of the

P'armers’ Bank of the State of Delaware at

Georgetown, which position he has held for

several years. Mr. Stockley has always been

a strong friend and advocate for public schools

and has done a great deal for their promotion

in the State. He is very kind and benevolent,

has a strong mind, is remarkable for quickness

of perception, and generally correct in his con-

clusions in reference to all business matters,

and honest and honorable in all his transac-

tions, public and private. He is true to his

friends, and incapable of ingratitude. He was

nominated for Governor by the Democratic

party, Aug. 22, 1882, and was successfully

elected. He never sought the nomination,

nor did he make any effort to obtain it, leav-

ing it to the people, or his party, to make the

selection which might be considered the best

one for the public interest. Of that he did

not presume to judge
;
the vote he received,

and his administration yet to be seen, will, it

is confidently believed, show the wisdom of

the selection. He was united in marriage, in
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1859, to ]\Iiss Ellen W., daughter of James An-
derson, a highly respected citizen of Sussex

county, who was, for many years, president

and afterwards cashier of the Farmers’ Bank at

Georgetown. His sketch will be found in this

volume. Mr. and l\Irs. Stockley have but one

child, a daughter, Hannah Stockley.

uPONT DeNEMOURS, PIERRE
SAMUEL, Economist and Statesman,

founder of the well-known Delaware

family of that

Dec. 14, 17^0. di€

name, born in Paris,

14, 1739, died near Wilmington,

Aug. 6, 1817. Two pamphlets on the finances,

published at the age of twenty-three, gained

him the acquaintance and regard of the cele-

brated Quesnay. Of all the economists,

DuPont did most to give currency to the doc-

trines of the school. His work, Vexportation

et de rimportation des grains, (1764), caused

Turgot to seek his acquaintance, and they be-

came intimate friends. During the next eight

years DuPont published, among other books,

Fhystocratie, an analysis of Quesud^ 's system,

(1768,) and Le commerce de la campagnie des

Indes, (1769); he also edited the Journal de

Vagriculture, du commerce et des finances, and

from 1768, the Ephemcrides du Citoyen, the

organ of the school. Upon the suppression of

the latter in 1772, DuPont, who had received

various titles and decorations from foreign

princes, was invited to Poland by King Stan-

islas A.ugustus, and made secretary of the

council of public education, and governor of

his nephew. Prince Adam Czartoryski. When
Turgot became comptroller general, (1774),

DuPont was recalled to France, and took part

in all the reform measures of that minister,

particularly in financial matters, most of the

principles upon which the French treasury is

now conducted being derived from the meas-

ures which DuPont attempted to carry out at

that time. He also prepared the scheme for

provincial administration recommended to the

King by Turgot. Upon Turgot’s disgrace,

(1776), DuPont was banished from Paris, and

busied himself with agricultural and literary

pursuits, reappearing in print with a transla-

tion of a part of Ariosto’s Orlando furioso,

(1781), and after Turgot’s death with a memoir

of his friend (1782). Recalled to public life by

Vergennes, he negotiated with the English

envoy, Dr. James Hutton, the treaty of 1782,

!

which recognized the independence of the

I'nited States, and later the commercial

treaty of 1786, with Great Britian. For these

; services he was made Councillor of State and

Inspector General of Agriculture and Com-
merce. In 1787, he was Secretary of the As-

sembly of Notables, and instigated and drew up

the famous memorial upon abuses, which Ca-

lonne laid before it. On the fall of this min-

ister, the personal interference of Louis XVI,
saved him from another banishment. Member
of the States General from Nemours, in 1789,

and later, of the Constituent Assembly, of

which he was twice president, he was a stead-

fast advocate of constitutional monarchy, and

opposed the extreme revolutionists. For his

opposition to the issue of assignats he was

mobbed on leaving the Assembly, and his life

w.as, with difficulty, saved by the national

guard. Upon the dissolution of the Constit-

uent Assembly, he exered himself to resist

the excesses of the revolution, but was marked
for destruction after Aug. 10, 1792, when he

went, armed, to the palace wfith his son. to

defend the King. He succeeded in escaping

to the country after being hidden in the ob-

servatory for several weeks by the astronomer

Lalande, and .while in concealment, wrote his

Philosophie de Vunivers. Finally arrested

and im.prisoned in La Force, the death of Ro-
bespierre saved him from the guillotine. As
soon as he was liberated he renewed his strug-

gle against the Jacobins, and helped to organize

the unsuccessful revolt of the sections. He
was elected member of the Council of

Ancients from Loiret, and became presi-

dent of the council on the success of the

reactionary party in the elections of 1797.

When the Republicans broke up the coun-

cils with Augereau's troops, DuPont’s house

and property were destroyed by the mob,

and he narrowly escaped transportation

to Cayenne. In 1799 he emigrated with his

family to America, where he was received with

much consideration. Returning to France in

1802, he declined the various appointments

which Napoleon offered him, but as a friend of

both countries was instrumental in bringing

about the treaty of 1803, by which Louisiana

was sold to the United States. During the

empire he published a work on the bank of

France (1806), and Memoires sur differents su-

jets d'histoirc yiaturelle (1807), and wrote many
70
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papers for the institute of France and other
|

learned societies of which he was a member,
i

His plan of national education for the United

States, prepared at the request of Jeflerson,

and published in 1812, though not carried out

in the country for which it was intended, has

been partly adopted in France. Upou the fall

of Napoleon (1S14), DuPont was secretary of

the provincial gov'ernment, and at the res-

toration became councillor of State. On Na-

poleon’s return from Elba he rejoined his sons

in America, where he died two years after-

ward. In addition to numerous pamphlets on

financial and political subjects, DuPont also

published De Voriginc tt des progrcs d'une

science notivelle (r/67)
;
De I’adminisiration

des chcjnins (1767) ;
Objections et responses snr

le co^nmerce des grains et des farines ( 1 796) ;

Observation sur les effets de la liberte dm com-

merce des grains (1770) ;
Table synoptique des

principes de Veconomic politiqiic (1775) ;
Idees

S2ir les secours d donner aux panvres malades

dans une grande ville (1786) ;
Notice snr la l ie

de In. txoivre
j
xinaiyse tti^tur ii^ue dc la

legislation des grains dcpiiis 1692 (1789).

ef^^ICHTENSTEIN, MAXIMILIAN L.,

Merchant and E.x-President of the City

. Council of Wilmington, was born at

Bath Homburg, near Frankfort on the

Main, Germany, Oct. ii, 1829. He was

the youngest of the six children of Liebmann
and Amalia (Silz) Lichtenstein, who were

married at the respective ages of 22 and 20

years. Liebmann Lichtenstein lived to the

age of 70 years, but his wife died when her

son, Maximilian was only two years old. At
two and a half he was afflicted with a white

swelling and w^as unable to walk for a number
of years. He learned to do so, finally, with

the aid of crutches, having for a long time

previously crept to school on his hands and

feet
;
but his mind was active and he found

abundant compensation in intellectual pleas-

ures, reading every book that came in his

way. His early education was obtained at

the public school. At fifteen he graduated

from the Seminary, passing the c.xamination

required before commencing to teach. At the

age of fourteen, while at school, he made
translations into German of the V'icar of

Wakefield and the Telemaque by Fenelon.

Teaching in connection with his studies till he

was seventeen, he became the tutor of the

three sons of the Russian Prince, Wassilchikoff,

who, for two years, resided in Bath Homburg
to enjoy the benefit of its mineral springs.

When the family of the Prince returned to

Russia he came to the United States, arriving

in New York in 1849, ^ clerk (or si.x

years in the importing house of Van Blanken-

stein. In 1855 he removed to Wilmington

where he established himself in business, be-

ginning on a small scale, but enlarging as

prosperity attended him, till his is now one of

the first dry goods houses in the State. His

success has been the result of untiring energy,

industry and careful attention to his affairs.

He has always taken a deep interest in public

matters. In 1864 he filled a vacancy in the

Board of Education, and in 1865, and also in

1S67, was elected to the same body by the

Seventh Ward. In 1869, he was elected a

member of the City Council, in which body he

served till 1879 ;
six years on the floor, and

four years as President. The President of the

Council is elected by the whole city, and

although Mr. Lichtenstein is a Republican, he

was continuously elected, notwithstanding the

city, after 1875, gave heavy Democratic ma-
jorities. While President he took the floor only

four times to speak on certain points that he

wished to carry, and each time was successful.

Also during the whole four years, only one ap-

peal from his decision was sustained by the

Council. Such was his popularity that during

all those years, in the nomination for any office,

he never had a competitor in his own party. In

1864 he was elected one of the managers of

the Artizan Savings bank and still holds that

position. He has been Secretary of five

Building and Loan Associations, two of which
have been very successfully run out, and since

its organization, in 1877, has been President

of the German American Society of Wilming-
ton. Among his other accomplishments the

cultivation of music has been prominent, at-

taining in it no ordinary degree of excellence.

On coming to Wilmington, in 1855. he con-
nected himself with the choir of the Hanover
street Presbyterian church, of which he has
been the leader for the last twenty-five years.

For over ten years he had charge of the
vocal department at Wesleyan College, and
not once in that time was he absent or
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late
;
promptness and regularit)’ in meet-

j

ing all his appointments being among his
|

marked characteristics. Pie was married, iNIarch
|

29, 1S59, to Miss Sarah Pierson Graves of
|

Wil mington, a member of the Society of
j

Friends, on which occasion the choir, above

mentioned, presented them with a handsome,

illustrated quarto bible, and the church gave

him a solid silver tea set, very costly and
j

elegant. Seven children were born to them
;

Amy, Harry, Lillie, Clara, Nellie, Gertrude

and Robert. Harry, a lovely boy, died, Jan.

21, 1869, at the age of seven years and three

months
;

Clara and Robert died in infancy,

and Aug. 24, 1875, Mr. Lichtenstein lost his

amiable and devoted wife. He is somewhat

lame from the effects of his affliction in early

childhood, but is a gentleman of fine appear-

ance and pleasing address. His integrity and

purity of character in every business transac-

tion, and in the responsible offices he has held,

has never been questioned, and there is noth-

ing of which he is more justly proud than his

honorable record.

^ARTIN, JAMES, Sheriff of New Cas-

tle county, was born in Christiana hun-

dred, Oct. 25, 1815. His parents were

William and Fanny (Little) Martin.

William Martin was born in Ireland,

and came to this country at the close of

the last century, landing in New Castle,

and remaining in Wilmington a year. He
then became a superintendent for E. I. Du-
Pont, on one of his farms, devoted to sheep

raising, which continued about sixteen years,

after which he rented a tarm for over thirty

years. Having purchased the farm at Mt.

Cuba, he removed to it, where he spent the

rest of his life. He died in 1852, in his 79th

year. His wife died in 1862, aged 89 years.

Of their nine children, five still survive
; Jos-

eph, a sea captain, Irene, John, James and

Fanny. Mr. Martin was brought up on the

farm, and received a good common school

and business education at the old Hen-
drick School house, at Du Pont Station.

At twenty-three years of age he married

Elizabeth Margaret, daughter of Benjamin

Chandler, built a house on his father’s farm,

where he resided and took care of his parents

in their declining years, his brothers all having

left home. After the death of his mother, the

property being sold and divided, Mr. Martin

removed to Wilmington, where lie has since

been actively engaged in business. I’or ten

years he was a butcher, and since that time

he has dealt quite largely in cattle, retail and

wholesale. In this he proved himself an hon-

est and substantial business man, but has not

accumulated a fortune. He was originally an

old line Whig, was a staunch Union man, and
although, past the age requiring military duty,

enlisted in the Union army, and -spent the first

part of the-war in the field, fighting for the old

flag. Since the war, he has taken a deep in-

terest in politics, and been a faithful and influ-

ential w'orker for the success of the Republican

party. In 1857 was collector for Christiana

hundred. In 1S82 he was, by a general vote

of the Republicans of New Castle county,

chosen by a large majority as their candidate

for sheriff, and Nov. 7th, was elected to that

office, the duties of which he has just entered

upon. That he will make a faithfuFand consci-

entious officer, is believed by all who know
him, and his great popularity is shown by the

fact, that he was the only Republican candi-

date on the ticket that was elected, in fact,

the only member of the party throughout the

State, elected to any office. Of his eight

children, five are living. His three sons, Ben-
jamin C., Joseph E., and E, I. Martin, were in

the Union army, and all proved brave soldiers.

Benjamin C., served one year, and died of fev-

er, while a member of the first Ohio Artillery,

at Pittsburg landing, April 18, 1862. The
other two faithfully served three years, and
are now in business in Wilmington. Two
other sons, William C., and James V., and one
daughter, Elizabeth, are living in Wilmington.

^f^^ARSHALL, GEORGE WILLIAM,
M. D., of Milford, was born in George-
town, Aug, 31, 1854, son of Dr. Wil-

Marshall, whose sketch has been
given. He waseducated at the George-

town academy and at the Milford Colleg-

iate Institution at Milford, and in 1S74 gradu-

ated A. B. from Delaware college. He then

took a full course at Jefferson Medical college,

Philadelphia, graduating M. D. in 1876. Re-
turning to Milford he at once commenced
the practice of his profession, in which his

ability and inherited gifts were soon apparent. -

Though so short a time has elapsed since his
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graduation and settlement in life, he has won
a very considerable reputation, and the high

regards of his professional brethren and of the

community. Dr. Marshall is the proprietor of

a drug store in Milford. He is one ol the

most active members of the State Medical So-

ciety, of which he is secretary, as well as a

valued contributor to various medical journals.

He takes a deep interest in everything tliat

pertains to the welfare and prosperity of the

town and State
;
secretary of the Board of

Education for the consolidated schools of

Milford, a trustee of the Presbyterian church,

and very active in the public and social affairs

of the town. In politics he is a Republican,

and an active and influential worker for the

success of his party. Pie organized the “Tor-

bert Guards,” a military organization under

the State laws, of which he is surgeon with

the rank of Major. Dr. Marshall was married

in 1878 to Miss Mary L., daughter of Andrew
and Rosa (Matthewson) Donnell, of Newark

;

their children are Andrew Donnell, William,

and an infant son.

^.OWNSEND, COL. RICHARD, P'arm-

erand Fruit Grower, of Townsend, was

born in Appoquinimink hundred, Dec.

f 3 > 1839. A sketch of his father, Sam-
> uel Townsend, has been given. Pie

attended the common schools of his native

place, and at sixteen became a student in the

academy at New Castle, for about a year,

and for a time in one of the best schools in

Wilmington. He remained with and assisted

his father till he attained his majority, when

he established himself in the fruit trade in

Philadelphia,but remained only one year,when,

believing New York to ^be a better place for

the business, he removed it to that city and

connected himself with the house of Garom,

Vermilyea & Co., fruit commission merchants,

during the summer season. He also conduct-

ed a mercantile interest at Townsend, till

1868, when he engaged in farming on one of

his father’s farms, in Appoquinimink hundred,

known as the Hall farm, and was largely and

successfully engaged in peach growing. This

he continued for si.x years, wdien, on account

of increasing business in New York, he relin-

quished farming for four years. In 1876 he

bought the farm on which he now resides, and

which was the property of his uncle, the late

John Townsend, containing 172 acres, one

hundred of wiiich are in peaches. It is one of

the best farms in that hundred, finely located

and improved, and is under a high state of

cultivation, IMr. Townsend being one of the

most practical and successful agriculturists

and fruit growers in the countv. For over

! twenty years he superintended the sales of his

i father’s large fruit interest, wdiich in 1866 ag-

gregated over 100,000 baskets, and to his sa-

I

gacity and business ability, his father’s pros-

I
perity was largely due. He is a Democrat in

^

politics, and takes an active interest in public
' affairs, but has ne\'er allowed his name to be

I
used for official position, thoug’n twice he was

I

urged to accept the nomination for the legis-

lature on the temperance ticket, having been

: very prominent in his section as a temperance
man. He is a member of the official staff of

Gov. John W. Plall, wdth the rank of Colonel.

He united in 1867 with the M. E. church, in

which he has held every official position, and
is the founder of that church at Townsend,
and a trustee of the Wilmington Conference
Academy at Dover. Mr. Towmsend was mar-
ried in 1863, to Miss Sallie A., daughter of

James T. Carter, of Philadelphia. They have
four children

; James Carter, a member of

the M. E. church since the age of twelve,

Frederick, Henrietta, and Richard, who was
born, Jan. 22, 1880.

^^^^T^ORROW, JAMES, Merchant of Wil-

mington, was born in County Down,
Ireland, Feb. 24, 1819. His elder

brother, William, having come to the

United States in 1832, he followed him

three years later, and was in his store until

placed with the late Dell Noblitt as an

apprentice to learn the cabinet making 'ousi-

ness. He had enjoyed ordinary educational

advantages in his own country, and, from the

time of his arrival in Wilmington, continued

to study in the intervals of his other occupa-

tions, attending the academy of Rev. Samuel

M. Bayley. The time specified in his inden-

tures having expired he engaged, in 1840, in

cabinet making on his own account, but relin-

quished it in 1844 and entered the grocery

business on the same site he now occupies.

Here, for more than forty years, he has pursued

a career of quiet and uninterrupted prosperity,

and his business has gradually grown from
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limited proportions to its present status. As
|

his sons have grown up they have been given
j

places in the business, and in 1873, the eldest,
j

William E. Morrow, was admitted to a part-
!

nership under the firm name of James Morrow '

and Son. The building they now occupy,
j

four stories in height, e.xtends through the
;

whole square from ^Market street to Shipley,
j

and was built and arranged with special i

reference to the requirements of their business'

and the accommodation of their large trade.

Mr. Morrow has. since 1S69, been President of

the Wilmington Mills ^Manufacturing Company,
and for many years a director of the National

Bank of Wilmington and Brandywine. He is

a ruling elder in West Presbyterian church,

and was married, in 1847, to Miss Bethia

Ferris, daughter of William D. PAes of New
London, Chester county, Pa. Their children

are William E. Morrow, already mentioned

and is now married
;
R. D. Morrow

;
James C.

Motrow, of the Wilmington Mills Manufactur-

ing Company, jute works ; and Lewis B. Mor-

row, who, as also his two eldest brothers, is in

partnership with his father.

^^'^HITELEY, WILLIAM G., Lawyer,

ex-Prothonotary of the Superior Court

in and for"New Castle county, member
of the 35th and 36th Congiess, and

|

Mayor of the city of Wilmington, from
j

1873 to 1878, was born near Newark, Aug. 7,

1819. His parents, Henry and Catherine

Whiteley, were both from Maryland, his father
j

from Caroline countvq and his mother from

Dorchester. His father was Collector of Cus-

toms for the Delaware District from 1829 to

1841. William G. Whiteley was educated at

Delaware College, and at Princeton, gradua-

ting from the latter in the class of 1838. The
same year he commenced the study of law in

the office of the Hon. James A. Bayard, and

in 1841 was admitted to the bar. He prac-

ticed his profession in Wilmington, till the

winter of 1852 when he was appointed Pro-

thonotary which necessitated his removal to

New Castle. In 1856, a few months before his

term of office as Prothonotary expired, he was

nominated by the Democratic party of the

State as their candidate for Congress and was

elected. Two years later he was again elected,

his second term expiring March 4, 1861. He
then resumed the practice of law, returning

after the war to Wilmington, where he has

since followed his profession. Mr. Whiteley

is very active in politics and a leading member
of the Democratic party

;
he is an able speaker

and lawyer, and one of the most prominent

members of the bar in Delaware. He was

married, June 13, 1844, to Miss Nancy P.

daughter of the late Dr. William Elmer, o

Bridgeton, N. J., and Margaret P Elmer, his

wife. The two elder children, Mary Elmer

and Elizabeth Eugenia, are deceased
;
those

remaining-are Margaret Potter, wife of Lewis

P. Bush, Jr ;
Henry, William and Charles E.

E. Whitelcv.
t

GOD, JOHN, late a member of the

Harlan & Hollingsworth Company,

Wilm.ington, was born in Delaware

county. Pa., Nov. 29, 1824; son of

Amos and Mary (Slaughter) W’’ood.

The family were English F'riends and among
the early settlers of Pennsylvania. John

W^ood had a good common school education,

and at sixteen became an apprentice with his

uncle, Edward Hinckson, to learn the carpen-

ter’s trade. At the age of twenty he came to

Wilmington and worked at his trade in the

city and vicinity for two or three years. About

1847 he entered the employ of Messrs. Harlan

& Hollingsworth as a journeyman ship-joiner,

and after a time became the head of that de-

partment, After the death of Mr. Hollings-

worth he obtained an interest in the company,

but continued faithfully at his post at the head

of his department until the closing day of

1876, when he retired. During the whole time

he was connected with that company, a period

of nearly thirty years, he was never absent

from his place but once to the e.xtent of a

week, and his faithful and unremitting services

were invaluable. In time his well earned

means enabled him to purchase land in the

city and to build houses, and his investments

were very fortunate, and finally made him in-

dependent. In 1861 he built his pleasant resi-

dence on West street just above Sixth. The
Harlan & Hollingsworth Co. employ a large

number of hands (about 1,200,) forming a com-
munity among themselves, and Mr. Wood was

very popular among them. While he never

relaxed for a moment the strict rules of the

i company, he was most kind and considerate

toward his men, and all looked upon him as a
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friend. Here, where he was so long^ and

thoroughly known
,
he was warnil\' regarded

and was everywhere respected. He belonged

to the order of Odd Fellows, and attended the

M. E. Church. About iS4.S,he married Anne
E. McCall, by whom he had one child, James
Albert, who died at the age of eight years, i

and Mrs.Wood died in October, 1850. In 1853

he married Sallie A,, daughter of Eli and

Elizabeth (Merritt) Smith of Wilmington.

They had two children
;
Harry Layton and

Annie Lizzie. Mr. Wood was a kind husband

and father, a man of intelligence and great

moral worth, and his memory is fragrant with
'

many recollections of kindness and good
|

works. He died Nov. 2l, 1879, and interred
j

in the Wilmington and Brandywine cemetery

^UMMINS, WALTER, Lawyer of Wil-

mington, was born at Smyrna, son of

George W. and Evelina M. (Denny)
~ Cummins. After attending the school

of Rev. Dr. J. B. Clemson, at Claymont,

for two years, Mr. Cummins spent three years

at the preparatory school of Rev. C W. Ever-

est, at Hamden, Conn., entering Princeton

college in 1865, and graduated with the class

of 1868. Studying law in the office of Hon.T.

F. Bayard, he was admitted to the bar at New
Castle during the May term, 1872, and has

since practiced his profession in Wilmington,

having been for two terms City Solicitor of that

city, and for several years Counsel of the

Trustees of the Poor of New Castle county. In

politics he is a Democrat.

AKER, JOHN G., of Wilmington. xMo-

»ll j) rocco Manufacturer, was born in Phila-

delphia, May 30, 1833. ancestors

came from Prussia about 1704 and set-

tled in Philadelphia, and afterwards

in Western Pennsylvania, and were there at

the time of Braddock’s defeat about 1752, and

with the Colonist Troops returned east and

located in Philadelphia. His great grand-

father, John Baker, was Color Sergeant of the

51st battalion of Pennsylvania Militia : was in

the battles of Trenton, Brandywine and Ger-

mantown, wintered at Valley Forge and was

noted during the occupancy of Philadelphia by

the British, for his daring in annoying them

in what, in modern times, was called raids on

their supplies
;
in fact he became so obnoxious

that his dwelling house on New Ivfarket street,

near Brown, which sheltered Iiis wife and

children was partially' destroyed after one of

his raids that stampeded a large lot of cattle

and took them to Valley' Forge. He died at

the age of ninety-four. His grandfather, John

Baker, died of malignant fever at thirty'-seven.

His father, Jacob G. Baker, was a carpenter

in Philadelphia. Mr. Baker received an

education in the public schools of his native

city', and at the age of si.xteen became an

apprentice • to learn the trade of morocco

finishing. This he completed in 1854.and came

to Wilmington and engaged as a journey'man in

one of the leading establishments of the city'.

In 1862 he became forem.an of the w’orks

established in 1858, by ex-sheriff, Jacob

Richardson, now of New Castle, in partner-

ship with William B. Wilkins, now of New
York. The firm ol Wilkins and Richardson

continued until 1861, but at the time Mr.

Baker became connected with the business it

was under the sole control of Mr. Richardson.

Mr. Baker became the proprietor of the estab-

lishment in 1867. His business capacity and

enterprise were conspicuous and his manufac-

tory well maintained its rank among the lead-

ing industries of the city. In 1873 the John

G. Baker Company' was organized with Mr.

Baker as president, and the corporation pur-

sued a career of signal success until, by a si-

multaneous failure of a number of similar es-

tablishments, its business was prostrated, and

August I, 1878, Mr. Baker again became the

sole proprietor. Under his able management,
and the revival, in time, of the general busi-

ness interests of the country, its former

standing was regained. He is ever on the

alert for improvements and, everything under

his hand is made to keep pace with the spirit

of progress that marks the age. The original

capacity of his works was only about twelve

dozen of skins per day, but by successive en-

largements (the building being now about eight

times its former size), and the introduction of

improved mechanical appliances and methods,

the daily production has been increased to one

hundred dozens. He employs from one hun-

I

dred to one hundred and fifty men. His pub-

1

lie spirit and enterprise have done much to

I

advance the business and general interests of

j

Wilmington. For six of the y'ears, from 1871

j

to 1878, he was a member of the City Council,
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and for several years was President of the

Riverview Cemetery Company, a much needed

and very successful enterprise east of the

city. Also for several years he was the Secre-

tary of the Morocco Manufacturers’ National

Exchange. Politically he is a staunch Repub-

lican, and his earnest work during the cam-

paign of iS8o did much to promote the splen-

did success of his party in New Castle county.

He is a member of Grace M.E church. A man

of commanding presence yet of aftable man-

ners; his uniform courtesy, great liberality and

sterling integrity, make him one of the most

highly regarded and popular men of the com-

munity.

historic and patriotic “ Order of the Cincin-

nati.” His was, and is, a family of marked

patriotism
;

his only brother John, a midship-

man. died from wounds received at the battle

of Lake Erie
;

Gov. Stockton's son, Thomas,

serv'ed under Scott in the Black Hawk war,

and another son, and two grandsons served

from Ohio in the late War of the Rebellion.

Captain Richard Stockton, promoted to that

rank for his bravery, eldest of the grandsons,

died of camp fever a few days after the battle

of “ Shiloh. J Gov. Stockton married P'idelia,

eldest daughter of Chancellor Johns, June 19,

1804. She died Feb. 20, 1871. Two daughters

live in New Castle.

S
TOCKTON, MAJOR THOMAS, Gov-

ernor of Delaware, was born in New
_ ,! Castle, April 1, 1781. His parents were

John and Nancy (Griffith) Stockton.

Gen. John Stockton was an officer in

the Revolutionary war and served as Lieuten-

ant in a Maryland Regiment in the battle of

Long Island, the storming of Fort Wash-

ington, and other actions of note
;
and was a

prisoner for a long time in the Old Sugar House,

New York. Resigning from the Continental

army on the achievement of independence, he

removed to Delaware from Cecil county, and

afterwards, in the war of 1812, served as a

Brigadier General of the State troops. In

this year the subject of this notice received a

captain’s commission in the U. S. army,

and while the father served at Elkton against

the British troops, the son was in the attack

on Fort St. George, under Gen. Scott. Here

young Stockton won great distinction for his

gallantry, and he with Captain Hyndman per-

formed the dangerous feat of removing the

fuses by which the retreating enemy sought to

blow up the magazines, one of which had

already e.xploded killing several of the re-

treating British soldiers. In 1844, he was

elected Governor of the State on the Whig
ticket, inaugarated, Jan. 21, 1845, died

suddenly in March, 1846, from disease of the

heart. He was buried March 6, in Immanuel
church. New Castle. A notice, by the public

press of that period, in speaking of the death

of this eminent patriot and soldier, says : “He
has not left behind him on the soil of Dela-

ware a nobler model of a man.” He was a

mem.ber of the Masonic Order, and also of the

HARP, JOHN W., M. D., of Camden,
was born, April 24, 1817, in Milford

hundred
,
Kent county. His great grand-

father came to this country from Eng-
land, prior to the Revolutionary war.

His grandfather, John Sharp, was a wealthy

farmer of Sussex county. He is the third son

of I'homas and barah kvVaiis) Sharp, who were

born, raised, married and had two sons in Sus-

sex county, and then removed to Kent. His

father was a farmer of some means, highly re-

spected by all who knew him ; a man ofeminent

piety, a class leader in the Methodist church

for forty years, and a consistent Christian. He
was born in 1789, and died, 1866, aged seventy-

seven years. His mother was a pious woman,
kind and affectionate, highly esteemed for her

many virtues by all who knew her, and an

exemplary member of the Methodist church.

She was born in 1791, and died in 1872, aged

eighty-one years. Dr. Sharp had two older

brothers, William and Jesse J. The former

graduated at Yale College in 1S47, studied

law, and was admitted to the bar in Dover.

He afterward edited T/ic Delaivarc State Re-

porter, and The Sentinel, in Dover. He was

born in 1811, and died in 1876, aged sixty-five

years. The latter was a merchant and farmer.

He was born in 1814, and died in 1880, aged

sixty-six years. He has a younger brother,

James, who is a merchant and farmer of con-

siderable .means, living in Harrington. He
also had a brother Thomas, and a sister,

Rachel D., the former born in 1S22, the latter

in 1825 ;
both died in infancy. Dr. Sharp

worked on his father’s farm, and went to school

till he was eighteen years old. Having re-
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ceiv'ed a first-class English education, he after-

wards taught schools, both public and private,

for several > cars ;
dcvotinghis leisure hours to

the study of Latin and Greek languages, and

the higher IMathematics. He afterwards went

to Wilmington, and entered the “Wilmington

Classical Institute," a school of a very high

grade, under the direction of Rev. S. i\I. Gay-

ley, A. M. While here he prosecuted his

studies in all the higher English branches, in

Latin and Greek languages, and the advanced

Mathematics. Having obtained a classical

education, he devoted his time to the study of

medicine. He studied with Dr. Jump, of

Dover, for three )ears, and then went to Phil-

adelphia, and became a private office student

of Dr. George B. Wood, Professor of Materia

Medica in the University of Pennsylvania, and

graduated in the Medical Department of that

institution, in the spring of 1850, in the thirty-

third year of his age. He located in Camden,
where he now resides, having here had a large

and successful practice for thirty-two years.

In 1851, he became a member of the Inde-

pendent Order Odd F'ellows, and has since

filled all the chairs of that Order in the Subor-

dinate Lodge. He was elected by the Lodges

of the State, a Grand Representative to the

Right Worthy Grand Lodge of the United

States, which met in Baltimore, and was after-

wards elected Grand Master of the State. He
is a member of the “ Delaware State Medical

Society," and was secretary of the society for

eleven consecutive years, and was then elected

its President. He is now its Treasurer. He
was physician to the “Kent county Almshouse”

three years, and has been elected several times

a delegate to tlie National Medical Associa-

tion. In [876, he was chosen a Presidential

Elector, and was President of the State Elec-

toral College. In 1878, he was elected a

mem.ber of the State Legislature, serving on

the following committees, viz : Committee on

Federal Relations, on Revised Statutes, on

Accounts, and on Printing. In 1855, he mar-

ried Miss Mary A. Slay tor, by whom he had

three children, all of whom died in very early

infancy. His wife died in 1S59. 1861, he

married, in Philadelphia, his present wife.

Miss Mary A., daughter of James Wells, Esq
,

formerly Sheriff of Montgomery county. Pa.,

by whom he has two children ; Raymond
Wells, is now, 1882, a student and member of

j

the Junior Class in Princeton College, aged

I twenty years. The younger, Bvron Gordon,

is a student at the “ Wyoming Institute,” aged
! 15 years. Dr. Sharp is an active friend of edu-

I cation, is now, and has been for the last eight

years, a member of the School Committee in

his town. He has always been an advocate of

i

public schools for the diflusion of knowledge

I

among the masses of the people. He is not a

I

member of any church, but a firm believer in

I

the doctrines of the Bible, and the truths of

Christianity.

ILDERSLEEVE, GEORGE HENRY,
Secretary and Superintendent of the

Farm ers’ P'ruit Preserving Compa-
ny, of Rising Sun, near Dover, was
born near Camden, Kent county, Feb.

8, 1844. His father, Benedict Gildersleeve.

was a sea captain, and in later life a farmer, in

the above locality. He was born in 1816, and

died in 1868 He married Mary Jane, daugh-

ter of Nehemiah and Unity Draper. She is

still living They had two children whugicvv

to maturity : George Henry, and Pilma, wife

of C. H. Burgess, of Philadelphia. Nehemiah
Draper was a farmer near Camden. The pa-

rents of Benedict were John and Mary Gilder-

sleeve, of an ancient Kent county family, who
were among the early settlers. George Plenry

Gildersleeve received a good common school

education, and was brought up on the home-
farm till the age of eighteen, when he became
a clerk for three years, in the store of William

Dyer, of Lebanon. At the end of that time,

he bought out his employer, and in partner-

ship with Mr. B. L. Wharton, under the firm-

name of Wharton & Gildersleeve, conducted

the store for four years. Mr. Gildersleeve

then sold out, and took charge of the old

home farm, for si.x years. In 1875, he left

farming, and from that time has superintended

the works of the I'armers' P'ruit Preserving

Company, at Rising Sun. He is a man of su-

perior business abilities, and under his excel-

lent management, the company has greatly

prospered. In the Industrial Department,
will be found an account of the business. Mr.

Gildersleeve is very intelligent, and highly

respected
;
a member of the order of Patrons

of Husbandry, and in politics a Democrat. He
is a member, trustee, and a steward of the M.
E. church. He was married in Oct. 1866, to
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BIOGRAPHICAL DEPARTMENT.

Miss Martha Rebecca, daughter of James
Ra^'mond, a farmer of that locality, who mar-

ried Miss Rebecca Hardcastie, of the family

of that name, on the Eastern Shore of Mary-
land. Mr. and Mrs. Gildersleeve have had six

children, of whom four are living ; Mary Re-

becca, Lizzie Cummins, Florence Raymond,
and George II., Junior.

RADFORD, EDWARD G.. Jr., son

of Hon. Edward G. Bradford, Judge of

the U. S. Court for the District of Del-

avvare, and Mary Alicia Bradford, nee

(9* Heyward, was born in the city of Wil-

mington, March I2, 1848. His first schooling

was received at the Delaware Military Acade-

my, of which Col. Theodore Hyatt w'as prin-

cipal. There he remained until the removal

of that institution to West Chester, Pa., in the

summer of 1862, when he entered the school

of T. Clarkson Taylor, in Wilmington, where

he remained for about one year. After leaving

the latter school, he pursued his studies

for several months under the instruction of a

private tutor, and then entered, in July, 1864^

the freshman class of Yale college, where he

was graduated with honors, in 1868. Having

already selected the law as his profession, he

read under the direction of his father, and was

admitted to the bar in May, 1870, since which

time he has continued to practice his profes-

sion in Wilmington, and is now the senior

member of the law firm of Bradford & Van-
degrift. In 1880, he was elected on the Re-

publican ticket as a representative in the

State legislature, receiving the largest vote

given for any candidate on the legislative

branch of the ticket, in New Castle county. He
received the complimentary vote of his party

associates in the House for speaker, and served

by appointment as chairman of the Committee

on Revised Statutes. His course in the legis-

lature was marked by his able and zealous

advocacy of reforms in legislation and the

conduct of the affairs of the State government,

and won him deserved popularity. During

this session of the legislature was passed the

act relating to pilotage, out of which have

sprung the recent controversies between the

Pennsylvania and Delaware pilots. Mr. Brad-

ford was early employed by the Delaware pi-

lots, as one of their counsel, and in Dec., 18S1,

in the course of his employment made, togeth-
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er with Hon. Thomas P'. Bayard, a successful

j

argument in the Supreme Court of the U. S.

;

against an application to that court for a writ

I

of prohibition to the U. S. District Court, for

the District of Delaware
;
to forbid the court

from taking further proceedings in a suit insti-

tuted by a Delaware pilot for the pilotage

fees due under the Delaware law for conduct-

ing to the Delaware Breakwater a vessel from

a foreign port, and bound there for orders, the

purpose of the application being to test in

the Supreme Court, in preclusion of a decision

in the District Court, the validity of the Dela-

ware law. Mr. Bradford ranks high at the

bar and is a member of the New Castle coun-

ty committee for the examination of students

for admission to the bar. His mind is distin-

guished by remarkable logical acumen, and he

is a clear, forcible, fluent speaker. His char-

acter is above reproach. Mr. Bradford was
married in Sept., 1872, to Eleuthera Paulina,

daughter of the late Alexis I. and Joanna Du-
Pont, and has now four children : Eleuthera,

Mary, Edward, and Joanna.

dams. JOSEPH K., of the firm of

Adams & Brother, Wilmington, was
born in Philadelphia, Oct. 29, 1839.

His parents were John and Eleanor

(King) Adams. His father was born in

1800, and was a painter by trade. He died in

1842, leaving his widow without means and a

family of seven children to provide for
;
the

youngest being less than a year old. She,

however, succeeded, by her own brave efforts,

in bringing them all up well. Mr. Adams had
but limited school advantages, being early

obliged to assist in the common support. In

1858, he came to Wilmington and entered as

clerk in a variety store at Fourth and King.

In 1866, he, with his brother, William B.

Adams, bought their present site and an

account of their business, is given in the

Industrial department. Having both been

clerks in this store, they had studied the busi-

ness thoroughly in all its details, and now, by

salf-dcnial, prudence and energy, rapidly built

up a flourishing trade. The attention and re-

spect of the business men around them and of

the people of the city, was attracted and re-

tained by their strictly fair-dealing, their en-

terprise and commendable habits, and they

have been prospered to an unusual degree.
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They are both truly self-made men, and their
|

standing in the respect and esteem of the best

class in the community is unquestioned. Be-

sides their fine business place with all its

equipments, and excellent and constantly en-

larging trade, they own their handsome resi-

dence, and are always able and willing, and

ready, to meet all their obligations, Mr. Joseph

K. Adams has been three times elected to

represent the Si.xth Ward in the City Council

That ward is one of the wealthiest of the city.

He was married, July 2gth, i 85o, to Miss Car-

oline Rowbotham. Two children were born

to them, one of whom, Harry C. Adams, is

still living.

OLK, CYRUS, eldest son of William

and Eliza (Tatman) Polk, was born

Jan. 3, i8io. He was educated at the

best schools in Wilmington and Bur-

lington, N. J., and at twenty-two be-

came his father’s partner in business, in Odessa.

.After his father retired, about 1840. Mr. Chas.

Beaston became his partner in the mercantile

and shipping business, till about 1848, when,

on account of failing health Mr. Polk retired.

He died June 27, 1859, He had accumulated

considerable landed and other property, and

was a man of great business ability, and moral

worth. He married Mary Jane, daughter of

Benjamin Flintham of ‘‘the Levels.” Their

son, William, member of the Levy Court of

New Castle county, of whom a sketch is here

given, is the only surviving child.

OLK, WILLIAM, of Odessa, a large

JWl Landholder, and a member of the Levy
Court of New Castle, was born Feb. 22,

1836. He was the only son of Cyrus

and Mary Jane (Flintham) Polk, of

whom an account has been given. He attend-

ed the public schools of his neighborhood, un-

til his fourteenth year, when he was sent to

schools in Connecticut and New York, for the

next two years. His father’s ill health then

compelled his return, and he, from that time,

devoted himself to agriculture, In this he

started with every advantage already secured

by the family enterprise and success, but his

energetic nature and decided individuality

would not allow him to be satisfied with

anything short of a course of his own, and

means attained by his owne fforts. He took

charge of a farm in 1857, though continuing

to reside in Ode.ssa, and engaged largely in

fruit growing. In i860 he planted 7500 fruit

trees, which in time were increased to 35,000

peach trees. In 1865, in partnership with

E. A. Hyatt, he engaged in the nursery busi-

ness, which he also made a success. Mr.

Polk now owns five farms in New Ca^itle coun-

ty, and an interest in two others in Maryland,

and raises, annually, upon all of them great

quantities of wheat and corn. From the time

of attaining' his majority, he has given much
attention to public affairs, and has been very

prominent in his neighborhood and county,

both as a citizen and as a member of the Dem-
ocratic party. In 1873 he was nominated and

elected a member of the Levy Court, and was

re-elected in 1878. His term of office expires

in Feb., 1883. Mr. Polk is a member of the

Presbyterian church, in which he has been a

trustee for a number of years.

c^OOPER, HON. ALEXANDER B., of

Wilmington, Lawyer, Assistant Attor-

ney General, and State Senator elect,

was born at Middletown, Nov. 15, 1844;

% son of Rev. Ignatius T. Cooper, D. D’

of Camden. A sketch of his father, and the

antecedents of the family have been previously

given. Mr. Cooper received his classical edu-

cation at Media, Pa., after which he pursued

his legal studies under the preceptorship of

Hon. Eli Saulsbury till i866, when he spent

one year in the law department of the Univer-

versity of Pennsylvania. He was admitted to

the bar at the May term of the Superior Court

at New Castle, in 1867. For a year he practiced

his profession with success in Wilmington,

when he removed to New Castle, where he

still continues to reside, but since the removal

of the county seat to Wilmington and his ap-

pointment as assistant Attorney General, he

has an office in that city which he attends

daily, and where most of his legal business is

transacted. Mr. Cooper is devoted to his pro-

fession, is a well read lawyer, a strong and
forcible speaker, and a man of irreproachable

character. He is a man of decided ability,

popular and successful, and has built up a

large and lucrative practice which extends to

all the courts of the state. In politics he is a

decided Democrat and an earnest and influen-

tial worker for the success of his party, and in
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the campaign of 1882, just closed, he was nomi-

nated as a candidate for the State Senate and

elected to a seat in that body for the term^of

four years. That he will be a faithful and able

exponent if the principles of his party, is gen-

erally conceded by all who know him.

CHARLES, elected Governor of

Delaware in 1826, was born near Bridge-

ville, Nov. 18, 1788, the only surviving

child of Charles and IMary (Manlove)

Polk. His father, a man of distinction

in his day, was elected Judge of the Common
Pleas, Oct. 25, 1790, for the count}' of Sussex.

October l, 1791, he was elected to the con-

vention held for the purpose of forming “ a

Constitution for ye State of Delaware,” and

was chosen President. During the sitting of

the convention he was taken ill, left and did

not afterwards serve in its work. He died be-

fore his son had attained his eighth year.

The name was originally Pollock and the

family can be traced through a long line of

illustrious persons, back to one Fulbert whose

son Petrus succeeded his father and assumed

as a surname (which at that time only came to

be used instead of a patronymic) the name of

his hereditary lands of Pollock, in Renfrewshire.

Scotland. He lived in the reign of Malcolm
4th, and was a man of great eminence in his

time and a benefactor of the monastery of

Paisley. This donation was confirmed by

Jocelyn, Bishop of Glasgow, who died in 1199.

Besides his estates in Renfrewshire he held

the Barony of Rothes in the county of Aber-
deen which he gave to his daughter, Maurich

de Pollock, who married Sir Norman Lesley

and was the ancestress of the Earls of Rothes.

Coming down to a later date, we find on the

planting in the north of Ireland by James i,

of a large number of Scotch, a branch of this

noble family settled in Donegal county not far

from Londonderry. Of this offshoot was Robert
Pollock who served under Cromwell in the

war against Charles I, and belonged to a

regiment commanded by Col. Porter, who
married Magdalen, daughter of Col. Tasker, a

Chancellor of Ireland, whose seat was Broom-
field Castle on the river Dale. Col. Porter

dying Robert Pollock married his widow. Be-
ing earnest Presbyterians they came to this

country to escape the persecutions instituted

by Charles II
;
landing in Somerset county.

Md., about 1660. They received a grant of

land from Lord Baltimore which is still owned
by one of the Polks. A long list of the de-

scendants of Robert and Magdalen might be

mentioned, many of whom have served their

country with distinction in the field and the

halls of legislation
;
notably among them was

Gen. Thomas Polk who took such a promi-

nent part in the Mecklenburg Declaration of

independence at Charlotte, N. C., May 20, 1775,

and was the leading and controlling spirit of

that important event, and his son. Col. William

Polk, who served, with great distinction during

the revolution, and was wounded at the battle

of Germantown, and James K. Polk, one of

the Presidents of the United States. Ephriam,

the third son of Robert and Magdalen, married

Miss Williams of Somerset county. When the

boundary dispute was settled between Penn

and Lord Baltimiore, he was thrown on the

Delaware side, in Little Creek hundred. He
had three children

;
Charles, John and Joseph.

Charles married Patience Manlove and was the

father of Charles, the father of Gov. Folk. By
the death of his father the training and edu-

dation of the last named devolved upon his

mother, a Quakeress, and a woman of high

culture and of rare intellectual and moral

worth. She instilled into the mind of her son

those principles of right and honor which

guided him through life and left his name un-

touched by a word of reproach. He obtained

his early education at the Westtown Boarding

School and at fourteen commenced his classical

studies at Lewes. Here was formed that strong

attachment between himself and John M.
Clayton, which lasted through life. For three

years from the age of eighteen, he devoted his

attention closely to the study of law in which

he acquired a knowledge attained by few, but

he never engaged in practice, having a strong

aversion to its duties. As an orator he pos-

sessed the finest qualities. His language flowed

as a silver stream, strong, clear and beautiful.

Few men ever held their ideas so well elabo-

rated and ready for promulgation. Had he

yielded to the wishes of his party and accepted

the position of United States Senator, there

is no doubt Ive would have achieved a high

national reputation. He also declined the

position of Chancellor of the State, offered to

him by Gov. Hazzard. He was elected to the

House of Representatives from Sussex in Octo-
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ber, 1813, and re-elected in 1815 ;
also, to

|

the House from Kent in 1817, to the Lev'y

!

Court in iSrg, to the State Senate in 18^4 and
|

chosen Speaker; Governor in 1826, for the term !

of three years; to t he Convention to alter State
|

Constitution in 1S31, and chosen President
;
to j

the State Senate in 1834, chosen Speaker,

and by the death of Gov. Bennett, becam.e

Governor
;

to the State Senate in 1838 and

chosen Speaker; appointed Register of WiJls

for Kent in 18^3 and served four years
;
ap-

pointed Collector of the Port of Wilmington

in 1850 and resigned in 1853. In politics he

was a Federalist and afterwards a Whig. He
was a man of noble and fine appearance, en-

dowed with remarkable strength and activity.

He possessed a wonderful memory, a great

mind and rare attainmments, to which he

added a generous and forgiving nature, too

prone to sacrifice his own interests to those

of others, never turning away from the tale of

sorrow, and the needy never left his door un-

aided. He died full of years and honots and

faith in the efficacy of the blood of Christ,

Oct. 26, 1857.

^^OPES, JOSEPH S., M. D., of New
Orleans, son of Rev. Joseph Copes and

Wk Jenny Wilkins White, his wife, was

born on his father’s farm near Lewes,

^ Dec. 9, 1811. An account of the family

will be found in the sketch of his father. Dr.

Copes has from his childhood reflected honor

on the teachings and example of his parents.

While in his teens, becoming convinced of the

truth and importance of the then new doc-

trine of total abstinence, he summoned and

addressed a meeting in Middleford, then his

home, and successfully founded the first Rec-

abite Society, it is believed, in the State. In

March, 1833, he was graduated from the

Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia, and

was distinguished while in college by holding,

for two years, the position of assistant to the

Professor of Chemistry, which no under-gradu-

ate had previously filled
;
also, a year before

graduating he was honored by the Governor,

David Hazzard, with a commission as port

physician for quarantine duty in that part of

Delaware lying on the waters of the Dela-

ware bay. On leaving college he spent a few

months in Pittsburg, Pa., in study and prac-

tice, after which he traveled extensively

through the west, and finally settled with his

brother. Dr. James W. Copes, at Tchula,

Holmes county. Miss., at that tim.e one of the

most important commercial points in the new
purchase from the Choctaws. His skill as a

physician and surgeon was soon recognized
;

he was remarkably successful in treating the

fevers of this new region, and also the fractures

and other wounds that the wild life of the time

made frequent. This life afforded great free-

dom from customary restraints, but Dr. Copes

stoutly mai-ntained his early principles of tem-

perance and piety, and such was the force of

his example, and the influence he exerted,

that gradually Sabbath desecration greatly

abated
;
in time a regular clergyman preached

in the town and much other improvement
was manifest. At the age of twenty-six he

married and began planting. He was one of

the founders and main supporters of the first

Mississippi State Agricultural Society, and

was greatly instrumental, by his pen and

otherwise, in developing the resources of his

adopted state. In 1839 he removed to Jack-

son, the State capital, where he obtained a

large practice. He was at this time burdened

with the settlement of several estates of which

he had been appointed administrator and

guardian, but in the faithful discharge of these

duties, he evinced the first order of business

ability,and all the successions and trusts were

satisfactorily adjusted. He also for several

months conducted the correspondence of the

president’s department of the Mississippi

Union Bank during the absence of that officer,

and so satisfactorily that at the failure of that

gigantic but impracticable enterprise, the

president. Gov. Runnels,and others interested,

engaged to secure to him $12,000 per annum,
to assume the headship of their New Orleans

Cotton Factorage House, and either to close

up, or, if expedient, to continue their exten-

sive business. This proposal, however, he
declined. While in Jackson he actively aided

in establishing Sharon college and in securing

for its president one of the teachers of his

boyhood. Rev. Dr. Campbell. He was long a

director of Oakland college, and probably

settled more teachers during his residence in

Mississippi than any other m.an in the State,

As Inspector of the State penitentiary he was
mainly instrumental in introducing cotton

machinery, and was the pioneer in establish-
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ing^ this industry in Mississippi. He was the

author of the vaccine law of tliat State, which

has enjoyed a remarkable immunity from

small pox ever since. When he moved to

Jackson there were but few scattered Pres-

byterians in or near it, but with their as-

' sistance, his zealous efforts through a period

of ten years, resulted in securing a church

membership of over one hundred, and a hand-

some brick edifice in the heart of the city. In

1849 Dr. Copes removed to New Orleans where

he devoted himselfto his profession not only as

a general practitioner, but in its associations,

hospitals and sanitary enterprises, was a very

active and laborious worker. From a time pre-

ceding the war, however, he has given his

attention mainly to Cotton Factorage and un-

der-writing, the latter of which vocations still

receives his attention and rewards his labor.

He was from his 27th year an elder in

the Presbyterian church, and has long been a

prominent member of various city, state and

national enterprises and associations for edu-

cational, commercial, professional and mis-

sionary work. While Vice President of the

Mississippi State Medical Society he was, as

representative of that body, sent to New
York in 1846, delegated to act in establishing

the American Medical Association, and aided

in founding it. For many years president of

the School Board, and administrator of the

University of Louisiana, he ever sought to

enhance the efficiency of the free educational

system, and to secure teachers of ability and

fit ness. He has,for many years, superintended

Mission Sunday Schools, building them up

from the foreign population and the poor of

all races, to assemblages of several hundreds.

As a Commissioner of the N. O. House of

Refuge, he effected the employment of the

boys in manufacturing, especially of coarse

shoes, and caused the founding of a separate

institution for girls. He lost much by the ces-

sation of business during the war, and by his

advances to the planters afterwards
;
but was

sustained in every trial by the consciousness of

right doing and of having accomplished much
good. His moral courage enabled him to con-

vince the Confederate States’ Receiver appoint-

ed to sequester all debts due to the citizens

of the non-secession States, that the business of

the N. Y. Life Insurance Company was of too

sacred a nature to be destroyed,while so many

citizens were interested in maintaining its ex-

isting policies. His trust as general agent for

that company was undisturbeil, and is still

under his control. Dr. Copes has been for

many years President of the N. O. Academy
of Sciences and an active promoter of all its

enterprises. He has always had the entire re-

spect of his professional associates, and in

1851, on the creation of the Board of Physi-

cians and Surgeons, for the government of the

Charity Hospital, he became a member, and

had charge of some of its crowded wards while

cholera and typhoid fever were raging in that

year and the next. In all the epidemics of

yellow fever in New Orleans since 1847 as well

as in those of other cities and towns to which

he was called when they were suffering from

this disease, he has been an active and success-

ful physician. At the invitation of Gov. Foote

and the citizens of Mississippi after the great

epidemic of 1853 had partially abated, in New
Orleans he repaired to their relief with a

promptitude, energy and good will rarely ex-

hibited by a practitioner worn down by a four

months' day and night battle with one of the

greatest epidemics of yellow fever known in

history. During the war thousands of un-

acclimated troops within the defences of Gal-

veston and other Gulf stations, liable to or

stricken with yellow fever, owed their in-

telligent treatment, to-his care and experience

in hospital arrangements and supervision.

His life has been one of great opportunity,

remarkable activity and success, and his

energies have been largely devoted to the in-

terests of religion, patriotism and humanity.

As a writer or speaker Dr. Copes has few

equals
;
always ready and choice in his lan-

guage, easy in manner, and logical in the

treatment of his subject, his speeches have

ever been sought in the interest of causes

which he was willing to advocate. He has

contributed articles on surgery, medicine, and
hospital management, to various publications

and societies, which, so far as identified, have

enhanced his permanent reputation. Urgent

overtures have been made to induce him to

accept positions as professor or lecturer in

different colleges and medical schools. Few
of his colleagues have been more esteemed or

more ably fulfilled the duties they have as-

sumed, and his honors from both sides of the

Atlantic have found him unsolicited.
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L^OPES, REV. JOSEPH, Pastor of the I'nitcd
;

Churches (Presbyterian) of Lewes, Coolspring
|

and Indian River, in the eaily part of the:

present century, and en.inenl for his piety,
i

1^,0^ learning, ability and zeal, was born, Oct. 3,

“C^C *765, in Rro.ad Creek hundred, Sussex county, -

e) where his father, Thomas Copes, was a farmer
j

and large landholder. He was the only son who lived beyond
|

boyhood, and had three sisters, the two elder of whom
married gentlemen named Wingate, and soon after re-

moved to Kentucky, taking with them their younger
sister, who married a Mr. .Mien, of the vicinity of Lex-

ington. The father of Thomas was E’laniel Copes, rvho

was either a Scotch immigrant or the son of Scottish

parents, settled in Accomac or Henrico county, Va , and
was among the earlier settlers of Broad Creek hundred.
Traditions distinguish him as “ Daniel the Scot,” or
“ Daniel the Covenanter.” From him it is probable that

Thomas Copes inherited the greater part of his lands.

The latter was a man of great natural superiority, force

and character, and his wife was still more remarkable.

The great talents of this most pious and devoted wontan
have been transmitted unmistakably to her descendants

even to the second and third generation. The daugh-
ters largely inherited her gifts and graces. For intelli-

gence, piety, courage, and tenacious adherence to the re-

ligious principles they received from her. they could

hardly be excelled, and their many descendants in Ken-
tucky and elsevvhere, to this day attest, by their many
excellencies, the value of their family training. An in-

stance of their womanly fortitude and courage may be

given. At about middle life Mrs. Allen eairie.itly de-

sired to visit her only brother, and the scenes of her

childhood There were few stage lines and few roads ;

travel over the intervening mountains was performed al-

most entirely on horseback, and even frontier women
rarely undertook so perilous and wearisome a journey as

that from Kentucky to the .Atlantic coast; but Mrs.

Allen believing it her duty and her privilege, saw no ob-

stacle that her habitual faith in a protecting providence

v/ould not enable her to overcome. Taking a faithful

and capable colored servant, mounted like herself on a

choice saddle horse, she made the entire journey, arriv-

ing at the house of her brother in perfect health, when
after remaining several months, she returned in the same
manner. To her and to her sisters were granted long and
eminently useful lives, illustrative of the ennobling power
of the gospel of Christ in all their relations to their fam-

ilies, to society, and to the Church of God. Schools,

such as Thomas Copes and his wife desired, being with

difficulty attainable, their children were, in their

earlier years, instructed, mainly, by themselves, and with

marked success by the mother. They were trained from

their earliest years to the daily reading of the Bible by

her side, and to the hearing, from her lips, of e.xposiiions

of doctrines, duties, counsels and admonitions. The un-

settled state of the country preceding and during the

Revolutionary war, was aggravated in Sussex by the

tory insurrections, which frequently called for the pres-

ence and repressive power of the military, and the spa-

cious and hospitable home of the subject of this sketch

was the frequent resort of officers of the army and other

persons of note, many of whom were deeply imbued
with the French infidelity fashionable in all those years

;

yet such was the restraining and conservative influences

of family religion, and the example of their parents, that

neither he nor his sisters appear to have been atlected or

misled by the free-thinking military and political leaders

who visited their patriotic father's house. Doubtless the

blood of the Scotch Covenanters stirred in his veins, and

he regarded, with enthusiasm, the “war for liberty,”

yet even his admiration for its heroes could not lead him

to be influenced by their faults, and he rem,lined under

all the temptations to which he was exposed, a tfod-foar-

ing youth. About the close of the war he entered upon

the regular studies of an institution of learning, such as
the Peninsula then afforded. How extensive a curricu-

lum it possessed does not appear, but endowed acade-
mies were then the exception, and grammar schools,

high schools and colleges were unknown on this other-

wise favored longue of land. Undoubted traditions inform
us that in a brief period, he distanced all his fellows, and
made such advances in knowledge as excited the admira-
tions of his instructors. It is presumable that his liter-

ary attainments were made somewhat later in life, after a

traveland sojourn of a year or more west of theAlleghardes,

and grew, /lari pjssi(,v,'ith the increase of his well-selected

and industriously gathered library; he also had access

to those of other distinguished men of his day. By the

death of his father in 1790, and the removal of his tliree

sisters to Kentucky, he became by inheritance, and by
purchase, the owner of his ancestral and other lands,

and by his marriage with Jenny Wilkins White, in

1791, of those descending from her father. The care

of several of his own farms and mills, his duties as a

surveyor, and as agent for parties who had removed
to the western states and territories, leaving their busi-

ness pertaining to real estate to be managed and closed

by him, together with a wide range of reading, and the
duties pertaining to a young family, seemed to have en-
grossed much of his time for about fifteen years. When
about 26 years of age, he became an active and exem-
plary member of ihe Presbyterian church, and, in 1795,
was chosen and ordained a ruling elder in the Broad
Creek church, at Laurel. Whether by his own choice
or at the solicitation of his western clients, (most prob-
ably the latter), he frequently appeared in the uuuUb as

an advocate and attorney. It is not now known with cer-

tainty whether he was a regular practitioner, or whether
the rules of courts in his native state at that time, per-

mitted him to appear for those whose property-interests

were wholly in his hands, as he would have for him-
self. His contempararies regarded him as the posses-

sor of uncommon powers for the perspicuous presen-
tation of his causes and of rare ability and eloquence in

his advocacy of what he regarded as the right. The
leading traits of his character even from his young
manhood seem to have fastened themselves as convic-

tions upon the minds of all candid observers. These
were an undeviating integrity in action, transparent ve-

racity in utterance and heroic abnegation of self, in the

advocacy and defense of the truth in whatever relations.

The conviction that he was a man of truth, together
with knowledge of his great attainments caused him to

be resorted to by all classes of people in a great va-

riety of cases, social, legal, religious, philosophical,
political, and even mechanical. His abilities as a pub-
lic speaker attracted the attention of the political

party to which he belonged, and for a time his mind
was much engrossed by the studies essential to due prep-
aration for public debates, on questions which he, in

common with his party, regarded as of paramount im-
portance to the welfare of the country. He continued
as a political public speaker for only a brief period, but
it was sufficiently long to establish his reputation as a
clear-headed, forcible and upright exponent and defender
of the principles of his party. Yet, deeply religious, he
found the attendant excitement,and the praise he received
unfavorable to the spirituality of mind he prized above
all else. In an autobiography, written in 1808, he al-

^

hides with characteristic humility and pathos to the inju-

I

rious effect of politics upon his spiritual interests, and calls

j

it ‘'a b.icksliding for which I was chastened.” Whether
up to this time he had considered the question of personal
duty as it relates to the gospel mmistry is not known ;

but it had been his mother’s desire that this might be-
1 come his vocation, and from his pious culture and decided

I

christi.ui activity, it is more than probable. About 1804,

j

he c.nnc to a final decision under the wise and godly coun-

I

sel of the eminent jurist and theologian, Rev. James P.
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Wilson, D. n., then pastor of the united churches of

Lewes, Cool Spring and Indian River, and of otlier able

men, and upon offering himself to the Presbytery as a

candidate for tiie Christian ministry, there being then no
theological semin. rie; for his church in America, he was,

according to the existing rule, placed under the charge of

an approved divine,who in this instance was no other than

his steadfast and affectionate friend, Rev. Dr. Wilson,

above mentioned. His theological course was happily

and successfully pursued, his services, meantime, prov-

ing highly useful and acceptable to the neighboring
churches and their outposts, and building up for him a

reputation for learning, piety and force in preaching,

such as the churches of the Peninsula needed and de-

sired. This popular estimate soon crystalized into the

form of a permanent pastoral relation to the churches of

Lewes, Cool Spring and Indian River, when Dr. Wilson
was called to the First Presbyterian church of Philadel-

phia, leaving the churches of which both he and his

father, Rev. Matthew Wilson, D. D., had for many
years been pastors. Mr. Copes became his immediate
successor and continued at his post until removed by
death to the reward of the laithful. April 6

,
1S22, a

period of fourteen years. As a faithiul, skillful, and af-

^ectionate pastor he watched diligently over his flock,

careful in the performance of every duty toward them,
and earnest in his appeals to their hearts and con-

sciences. To the young he especially devoted himself.

His catechetical instructions, conducted every Sabbath
morning by himself in the church edifice where he was
to preach that day, combined with scriptural recitations

to him, afforded the opportunity of manifesting to them
ilic ucpili of liis affection for them personally, and his

yearning desire for their salvation. These exercises

could not continue year after year till prattling childhood
had advanced nearly to maturity without the happiest
effects. There were no strays from that fold, and so far

as can now be remembered, all of both sexes were ready
to make a voluntary confession of Christ before reaching
the age of twenty. The same affectionate play of sym-
pathetic action and reaction seemed to obtain with the

j

adults as well as with the children and youth, and this

not confined to the churches and congregations, but ex-

tending far beyond, embracing the whole population.

Numerous well vouched local traditions still exist, illus-

trating the confidence of the people in him. Even the

insane inmates of the county poor house, escaping from
their confinement, would come directly to him, and
though dangerous and unmanagable by all others, he
could successfully approach and quiet them, and after

feeding and conversing with them for a longer or shorter

time, could induce them to get into his carriage and ac-

company him back to the asylum without any coercion

or physical constraint. This, probably, resulted in part

from their recollections of him before they became de-

mented, and in part from his visits to them and the in-

fluence of the singing, praying and counsel so affection-

ately bestowed upon them in their affliction and confine-

ment. An amusing illustration of his relations to the

people is afforded by a well-known incident of the bom-
bardment of Lewes, during the last war with England.
Where the Delaware Breakwater now stands was then
an open roadstead with good anchorage for heavy ships.

At a point most convenient for his purpose, Commodore
Beresford had, by anchor and spring lines, placed the
Poictiers, a heavy frigate, in position to make her guns
effective upon the town, and having so disposed of her
consort or tender as to produce the best moral effect, he
sent a heavily armed and well-manned boat ashore with a
flag of truce and a letter demanding supplies for his

fleet. Gen. Patterson sent a flag of truce party of officers

to meet the boat at the beach, nearly a mile and a half
from town. Only a limited time was given in which to

make the delivery of the supplies. The American officer

was allowed to submit the demand to Gen. Patterson and

his officers, and to deliver their answer at the beach, for

it .vas riot deemed exp'diml just then to alloiv a party

of experienced nav.il officers to visit Lewes and her de-.

fonses, which were not yet complete, and there had
been delay in getting the State militia into position, and
the torpedo boats from Phil.idelphia h rd not yet ar-

rived. The answer was, therefore, not hastened, because it

was to he expected th U being an abrupt and conclusive re-

fusal ol Commodore Beresford’s demands, he would im-

mediately, upon receiving it, open his fire upon the

town. The tories or royalists were still represented in

the county, and through them, it is supposed, that he

was not only informed of the present condition of the de-

fenses, but also of the torpedo arrangement to blow up
his fleet .A.s soon, therefore, as the reply of the Ameri-
can general was received, the bombardment began. At
first their missiles fell short, and next passed quite over

the town, ami many anxiously watching the effect of the

firing through the day doubtless began to console them-
selves with the hope that it would continue to be harm-
less, but when better aim was taken and it was found, to

their dismay, that every shot bored a hole from wall to

wall of their dwellings, a scene of terror and confusion

ensued. But theie was one in that little town, a Mr.

Thomas Rowland, past sixty years of age, who had
been, in early life, upon the sea, and himself, passed

through many dangers; a Ruling Elder in the old

Presbsterian church, and a man of great piety and ex-

cellence who knowing well his own personal standing

among the distracted people, and the place held by the

subject of this memoir, (who had then recently removed
from town to one of his farms four miles distant,) by a

rapid ncental process, mef 'he as f.il'ows ; “These
poor weeping and screaming women, whose husbands,
fathers and brothers are in the garrison and cannot

come to their aid, these boys and girls and aged people,

well nigh demented with terror, have no purpose, no
plan, and at present, no resource. They must be

set upon something to relieve this terrible panic.”

Taking a street filled with women surrounded by chil-

dren, and carrying infants and indescribable other things

in their arms, he mounted some kind of available ros-

trum and sang out in stentorian tones, “ Put your trust

in God and steer your course to Copes.” The anguished
people heard, they looked, they knew their orator, and
they knew the refuge, or at least its master. They felt

their liability to death if they remained where they were,

and at least the diminishing danger to themselves and
children at every step of progress in the direction pointed

out. The demoralizing panic was at an end
;

they

went, believing that God and his servant would provide

for their wants. And so it was. No great damage even

to properly resulted, and no lives were lost. The ex-

pected militia came to their places in the fortifications, a

wholesome fear of torpedoes seemed to be working with

the Naval Commander, who seeing other evidences of

preparation on part of the Americans, sailed out of the

bay. When Mr. Copes was a young man, “ kidnap-

ping,” as it was called, was too common. This nefarious

business was followed only by a class of persons justly re-

garded as social pariahs The selling of slaves be> ond

the bounds of the State, except after judicial condemna-
tion, was prohibited by statute, sanctioned by adequate

penalties ; and yet there were men and even women liv-

ing near the line between Delaware and Maryland, who
habitually practised it. The kidnapping consisted usually

in the capture of a previously sold but unsuspecting

negro or negro family at night, hurrying him or them
across the State line, and if possible, on board a fleet

vessel ready to sail to a Southern port, or to a depot

where cargoes were made up. The seller, of course, lost

caste with all his decent neighbors when his conduct be-

came known, and not infrequently from the pressure of

popular indignation, was compelled to remove his resi-

dence. Still, having sold his slave or slaves to a citizen
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and within the State, without evident intention to break
the law, he could not be criminally convicted. This
crime deeply stirred tlie moral sense of the people to op-

pose and e.xlinijuish it. As a leader and promoter of this

reform, the subject of this sketch was persistent, cour-

ageous and sometimes suminardy successful; rescuing

kidnapped negroes by finesse or by force, as the case
;

might demand, from on board the vessels, from the
|

secret camps or upon the dark routes thereto. Accounts
j

of his activity, skill and daring in the prosecution of this
j

reform have comt; down with great approbation to these i

later days, and are still knowm and cherished among
j

his posterity and the children of his personal friends.
|

Though a slaveholder himself, he set his face, like a
j

flint, against the abuses of the relation. His anti-kid-
|

napping convictions and acts belonged more conspicu-

ously to his earlier manhood ; but to the day of his death

he sought out and promoted by every means m his

power all possible ameliorations of the institution of

slavery, and was one of the earliest advocates of African

colonization. His faith in the gospel, as the most effec-

tive rectifier of all human evils, led him as an ambas-
sador of Christ, to present his message in all its fullness

and freeuess, alike, to bond and free. Under his minis-

trations, as under his great predecessors, the edifices in

which he preached, accommodated them both
;

master

and servant listening, at the same time, to the same
warnings, entreaties and instructions in their duties,

social, relative and religious. Consequently the roll of

communicants contained, in the chronological order of

their enlistment under the banner that made them all

one in Christ, the names of white and black
;
and the

CorPmi'n'O" occasl'^us fVipni tn hf^ rmlv different

colors of the same sacramental host of God’s elect, as

they assembled around the table of their common Lord
and Saviour. Specimens of his sermons and addresses,

particularly those frequently repeated special appeals to

the colored portion of nis usual Sabbath audiences, would
serve to present the powers of the man in his holy

vocation, better than anything that could be said,

but the limits of our space forbid their insertion.

Mr. Copes reared and left nine children, five daughters

and four sons; and by his second marriage with Letty

Waples, daughter of Joseph Waples, of Indian River

hundred, he left one daughter. His eldest son, Isaac,

entered the regular army very young, as an ensign,

and was in the infantry regiment, commanded by Col.

Samuel Boyer Davis at the defense of Lewis against the

bombardment by the fleet of Commodore Beresford.

Serving afterward on the Canada lines, he contracted

a lung affection, which in a few years later, terminated

his useful life, though not before he had distinguished

himself as a legislator, a miliiary organizer and drill

officer of State Militia, and a wise and successful man
of business. The second son, Thomas, after becoming
a capable cabinet maker in Philadelphia, removed, on
attaining his majority, to Missouri, and establishing

himself in St. Charles, ther> the State capital, built up
a manufacturing and mercantile business that made him
wealthy, and secured the esteem of the people as a

man of enterprise, courage, and public spirit. He was
one of the active founders of St. Charles College, a

whole hearted supporter of Christianity wherever he
found it, and of the Presbyterian church of that young
city and state. He died of consumption in Texas,

whither he had gone in the hope of finding a sanitarium,

in the beginning of 1849, leaving four sons. The two
younger sons of our subject—James and Joseph S., alter

studying medicine, the one in the University of Mary-
land, at Baltimore, the other at Jefferson College. Phil-

adelphia, migrated to Mississippi, then a young state,

and began the practice of medicine in the domain, then

recently acquired by the so-called “treaty of Dancing
Rabbit Creek,” from the Choctaw nation. With a full

knowledge of the climatic and social dangers they en-

countered, these young physicians entered the cane-
brakes .and cypress? w.arnps of the Yazoo valley in 1834,
the elder being barely 25, and the younger less than 23
ye.irs of age. Given their spared lives, it is not sur-

prising that they m.ade a high success in the first year
of their practice. Subsequently James became a Texas
patriot and a surgeon in her armies, occupying for

a time the position of her acting Surgeon-General,
and always enjoying the love and esteem of the wise and
good in times of peace. He married^a daughter of one
of the most distinguished families of Texas, and died

in 1864, leaving a family consisting of his widow and
five children. All these sons of Rev. Joseph Copes,
excepting Thomas, became early in life ruling elders

in the Presbyterian church. All of them found time
and means for advancing the crown-rights of their Lord
Christ, and for sustaining and defending the ministers of

His gospel, without denominational distinction. Their
homes were always open to preachers; they were all ac-

tive friends of education, both in common schools and
in institutions of higher learning, and they all held it to

be the sacred duty of the patriot, and the philanthropist

j

to labor and pray for good government. Making al-

lowances for differences of sex, vocation and fields of

usefulness, very much the same might be said of all the

six daughters, (the youngest by the second marriage)
who survived to years of maturity. They were all

tried as the fine gold is tried
;
they all married gentle-

m.en of intellectual culture and piety; and all with a

single exception, were permitted to rear children in the

knowledge, the fear, and the love of their Creator, and
the true faith in Christ. In Delaware, Maryland, Mis-
snnri, \T issinirini Alafianva. T ouiKiana and Tpva?. these

sisters were permitted to train their Christian households,

to aid in the planting and building up churches, and in

gathering and instructing Sabbath schools and institu-

tions of secular learning under Christian influences. One
of them was honored as the instrument in preparing
and sending out a daughter, who became one of the

most successful and distinguished missionaries of her
day, to Northern India. A Hindee, as well as a Hindus-
tanee writer and scholar, taking rank with the cultured

minds about her, whether of native or European origin,

of civil or army life, loved and admired by every

one who knew her in America, in Europe, and in Asia,

this gifted woman,—Mrs. Rebecca Townsend Jamisson,
wife of Rev. Dr. Jesse M. Jamisson,—finished her great

work, and laid down her beautiful life as a devoted gos-

pel messenger to a heathen, though a highly intellectual

people, dying with cholera in a native passenger boat

upon the Ganges, in 1845, committing husband and child-

ren to the sure mercies of a covenant keeping God. Is

there not in this uniform adherance to scriptual doctrine

i

and practice by all the members ot a large family, widely

scattered over the earth and well-known, a strong testi-

j

mony to the value of a regular, well devised and persis-

tent system of religous training? Arid is not the faith-

fulness of God’s promises to those who train up their

children in the way which they should go, thereby illus-

trated ? Mr. Copes’ executor preserved seventeen vol-

umes of his written sermons which were bound for the

use of his descendants, who treasure them for their great

and intrinsic value. They have always been admired
by preachers who have had access to them, as well as by
all humble and spiritually minded readers. The bene-

ficient influence he exerted throughout all the region of

country where he spent his life, is still perfectly apparent to

the present time. Perhaps no funeral services in any rural

district of our country up to that day, April 8, 1822, ever

more fully attested the affection, respect, and sense of

their loss, by .a large county population, than those per-

taining to the interment of this eminently humble and
faithful minister of Christ. The procession of carriages

alone was said to extend nearly from his residence to the

Cool Spring church, while great numbers attended on
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horses and on foot. The concourse was vastly greater

than the cap.acity of the church building to contain

the multitude, and it is very doubtful if all could enter

the large surrounding cemetery. *‘l’he whole county

seemed to be present.” The sessions of the three united

churches jointly erected a suitable tomb to his memory,
upon which after the usual inscriptions, are chiseled these

solemn words:

“ In yonder sacred house I spent my breath,

Now, silent, mouldering here, I lie in death
;

But I shall rise again and yet declare,

A dread Amen, to truths I published there.” j. s. C.

l(Pfp EALD, JOSHUA T., was born. May 26, 1S21,

Creek hundred,New Castle county, near

the northern circular boundary of the State. The
neighborhood is not without some historical in-

terest, as the scene of military maneuvres pre-

ceding the battle of Brandywine, and the noble

features of its landscape have been vividly pic-

by Bayard Taylor, w'hose early home w’as a few

distant. Bold, sweeping hills, checkered with

woods and sloping pastures, in which nestle

farm houses, which overlook winding valleys and grassy

meadows of picturesque beauty. It is now quite well

established that the Pennsylvania-Delaware branch of

the Heald family descended from William and Jane
Heald, of Mobberly, Cheshire, England. Their son,

Samuel Heald, and his wife, Mary Bancroft Heald, emi-

grated to America shortly after VVilliam Penn’s second

visit to Pennsylvania They settled in Chester county,

Pa., and their descend?m*:s =>re now scattered from Dela-

ware to California. The coat of arms of James Heald,

of Parswood, Didsbury, near Manchester, England,

comprised an emblematic device with a Latin motto,

signifying “ The Cross is Our Glory.” So far as known
the family has been distinguished for the large physique,

the strongly marked features, and the force of character

which are supposed to have been typical of the Celtic

race. The immediate ancestors of Mr. Heald were

members of the Society of Friends, as were most of their

predecessors. For several generations they were farm-

ers, residing in Pennsbury, Chester county, Pa. Joseph,

the son of Samuel, the emigrant, was the father of Jacob,

who was the grandfather of Joshua T. Heald, and who
W’as known for the simple dignity of his character, and
for a confiding childlike disposition which greatly en-

deared him to his neighbors. He lived until his

ninety-fourth year. His father, Joseph Heald, was

a man of rare physical power and indomitable will.

He was a farmer and contractor of earth work pertaining

to milling operations, with comprehensive ideas and a

constant tendency toward innovation upon old methods.

He was actuated by a stern integrity and inflexibility of

purpose, to which he united a chivalrous sense of fealty

to friends, which insured him pronounced attachments,

and his death in middle life left a lamentable void in a

community which had felt his impelling force. The
mother belonged to the noted and numerous Quaker
family of Mendenhall. She was left a widow at the age
of forty-four, with ten children, and a farm somewhat
encumbered with debt, but with singular courage and
practical efficiency, she managed to clear the farm

from its^encumbrance and to complete the rear-

ing and educating of her large family. When in

her sixty-seventh year, during the temporary absence
of her family, she fell into a well twenty-seven feet

deep, from the bottom of which she ascended un-

aided near enough to the surface to be extricated, without

serious injury, from her perilous position, by the timely

arrival of a friendly hand. She lived to the age of

eighty-six, and during the later years of her useful life

was happily able to indulge her disposition toward a wise

and comprehensive charity. Joshua Taylor Heald, the

72

subject of this sketch, was the youngest of eleven chil-

dren. He remained upon the old homestead, content
with the industrious habits and modes;, aims of farin life,

until lie was between twelve and thirteen years of age,
when an accidental stroke from a k'dfe while cutting

Indi.'in corn, lamed him for life, and wrought a radical

change in his career. His capacity for severe physical
labor being impaired, it was sought by a superior edu-
cation to fit him for other pursuits

;
and accordingly he

vvas sent to an academy near Philadelphia, and subse-

;

quently to another in West Chester, Pa. Before he was

j

seventeen years old, he taught school in Chester county.
Pa., and came to Wilmington in 1838, to take the post

‘ of book-keeper in the manufacturing establishment of

Betts, Pusey & Harlan, then just beginning, now exten-
sively known as the Harlan & Hollingsworth Company.

I

In this capacity he soon exhibited quick aptitude and
proficiency in his immediate duties, and gave indications

of that tireless energy, executive force and broad com-
prehension for wliich his subsequent career has been
noted. With a view to engaging in business for himself,

I

Mr. Heald, in 184.3, his position with the then firm

j

of Betts, Harlan & Hollingsworth, and was instrumental

I

in choosing his successor in the person of a former
I pupil; J. Taylor Gause, who subsequently became the
' leading member of the firm. In the same year he joined

j

E. A. Wilson in the book and stationery business, and
;

the firm of Wilson & Heald soon took the leading posi-

I

tion in the city in that branch of trade. In 1844,

!
Heald was married to Hannah, youngest daughter of

I

Jonas Pusey, Esq., of Wilmington. Mr. Heald con-

1
tinued in the book business under the name of Wilson

i
& Heald, under his own name alone, and as a membir
of the firm of Boughman, 1 nomas oc Co ,

uiuil 1067,
during which year he made a tour through Europe.
From the beginning of his residence in Wilmington, it

was a studious and leading purpose with Mr. Heald
to make of his adopted city a progressive, enlightened
and prosperous community. He sought to arouse her
citizens to a sense of the need of improvement, and
lent the powerful aid of his. sanguine energy to pro-

mote measures looking to her highest interests. In

1854, he devised a plan for a city sinking fund, and
look an active part in securing legislative authority

for its adoption, the salutary operation of which at

once and thereafter added to the good credit of Wil-
mington, and provided for the total extinction of the

then city debt in 1891, and which will pay off the present

augmented debt by the year 1913. Mr. Heald became
a member at an early date of the Franklin Lyceum, and
was among the first to realize the necessity of merging
the several isolated societies which were then feebly

struggling for existence, in order to secure the benefits to

all, of an efficient concert of action. To this end he
took an active part in the movement which led to the

union of the Wilmington Library Company, formed in

1788, with the Young Men’s Association, for mutual im-

provement, which had absorbed other literary organiza-

tions, and was chosen first president of the consolidated

association. The name of the joint organization was
changed, Jan. 27, 1859, by act of the Legislature, to that

of the Wilmington Institute, and it has achieved all the

results anticipated by its sanguine friends. Mr. Heald
entered enthusiastically into the movement for the erec-

tion of an ample edifice to accommodate the growing
wants of the society, and did much to inspire faith in

the practicability of the project, and especially to insure

its firm foundation by insisting upon the collection of

sufficiently donated funds before actual construction

should begin. The result was the erection of a large

structure with superior appointments, completed and
prosperously managed without pecuniary embarrassment.
Mr. Heald had been early impressed with the rare beauty

of the landscape surrounding Wilmington, and espec-

ially of the banks of the Brandywine and the noble
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5^0 HISTORY OF DELAWARE.

eminences commanding views of extended environs, i

The peculiarly compact structure of the city which i

crowded its citi/ens into uniform rows of narrow brick
|

tenements, m a gr-:at measure uepnred the inh 'bitants
'

of the advaiuages which n >iure had lavishly besio.ved.
i

Mr. hieald, appreciating these and foreseeing the ir.evi-
j

table growth of the city, on the 5th of August, 1S60,
,

entered into an agreement with Joseph S. Lover-

ing, Esq., of Philadelphia, owner of the handsome !

property known as the Shallcross Farm, comprising
|

176 acres, for the purpose of plotting and selling the
|

same as commodious building lots. Mr. Heald hail co 1-
|

Ceived a comprehensive plan for this enterprise, and he
i

now entered ardently upon its development with th.e cor-
|

dial and enlightened co-operation of Mr. Lovering, It >

contemplated the extension andstraighteningof Delaware
i

Avenue to the western city boundary and the laying out of -

avenues parallel therewith, to be crossed at right angles
j

by streets running to the Brandywine, and to be orna- ;

mented with trees and supplemented with other improve-

ments. This was the hrst fruit of that new idea of Wil-

mington which recognized the place as a prosperous and
enlightened city, demanding residences and surround-

ings commensurate with the growing wealth of its citi-

zens, and which has contributed so much to the health

and beauty of the city. The staid old conservatives,

whose ideas were jostled by this new departure, shook
their heads ominously and hinted at dangerous expan-

sion and undue extravagance, and strange to say when
Mr. Heald offered a double square of ground as a gift

from Mr. Lovering for public use, on the simple condi- !

tipn that the city should plant trees tiiereon and protect
!

the property with fences, the donation was reiected. 1

abruptly, as a useless piece of property “out in the coun-

try." The property thus offered was shortly after sold for
j

$I3,5CX) cash, and Mr. Lovering was deterred by harsh
imputation of his motives, from farther attempts to bene-

fit his native city. This was in 1861, and two yeirs

later when Mr. Heald and other land owners offered a

picturesque tract of 25 acres on the banks of the Brandy-
wine embracing native trees and rocks at a- low

price for a public park, it was indignantly rejected as

a “grand scheme of speculation by the owners.” Such
was the character of the opposition with which
the progressive men of Wilmington were confronted

through many weary years. The admirable frugality
j

and the simple habits enjoined by the Quakers and other

original settlers which had promoted early prosperity,

had grown into a disposition to hoard rather than use
money, and the opposition to further progress seemed to

assume the form of an unreasoning and resentful con-
servatism. So narrow were the views formerly enter-

tained touching the territorial scope of the coming
city, that when, about 1842, it was first proposed to es-

tablish the Wilmington Cemetery in its present location,

the objection was made that it was too remot’. Some of

. the objectors have lived to deplore its establishment in

what must soon be the heait of the residence part of the

city. In furtherance of the liberal proposition for con-
verting the Lovering property into desirable residences,

Mr. Heald projected the Street Railwa) to run the entire

length of Delaware Avenue, with Philadelphia, Wilming-
ton and Baltimore Railroad depot and other connections,

and it was completed in the Spring of 1864, with the
valuable aid of Mr. Lovering, Mr. William Wharton,
Jr., and a few other appreci itive citizens of Wilmington
and Philadelphia, with .Mr. Heald as its first President.

Quite lately Mr. Heald has been enabled through an
approved alteration of this Railroad line in its Western
extension, to co-operate in a proposed immediate devel-

opment of the Brinckle property of from 60 to 70 acres,

into suburban cottages and villas of a character that will

be likely to add largely to the attractions of Wilmington
as a city of pleasant homes. In iS66 Mr. Heald conceived

j

the idea of enlarging that part of the territory of Wilming-

ton, lying at the opposite end of the city from the field of

tliese operations, and accordingly enlisted the aid cf
others and made purchase of a tract of 130 acres i.f

marsh and fast land, opposite the foot of Third street.

The purpose was the special accommodation of laborers

and operatives in the manufacturing establishments rap-

idly accuimiLumg in that (juarter of the city. The
property was accordingly plotted into lots adapted to

persons of small means, and named “South Wilming-
ton,” which has grown into a flourishing portion of the

city. The Third street bridge connecting it with the

city proper was built with the private means of the men
who projected the enterprise, with but little public aid,

and it was then presented to the county. The broad
views and plucky determination of Mr. Heald had thus
led to the enlargement of the city boundaries in two
opposite directions. In allusion to this fact and to the

continued difficulties he had surmounted, an observing

resident of the city once declared with blunt emphasis,
that “ Mr. Heald was a man of too large proportions to

be confined in Wilmington, if he hadn’t kicked both
ends out of it.” The remark had a wider application,

for Mr. Heald had early made additions to the western

part of the city, and had largely managed the acquisi-

tion of what is known as the “ East side,” so that he was
chiefly instrumental in providing the needed territory on
the four sides of the city, which have witnessed its prin-

cipal growth. The success of these operations led to the

desire of many of Mr. Heald’s friends to join him in his

enterprises in order to advance their own and the city’s

interests and accordingly the “Christiana River Im-
provement Company,” w'as chartered for that purpose in

1 866, since which date this oreanization with Mr. Heald
as Its president, has developed properties on the south,

east and west sides of the city, and also, latterly, the well

known Hides property, skirting the Brandywine on the

northeast. The company aided to the extent of $5,500
in building the Eleventh street bridge. They have
opened and partially graded miles of streets, and have
generally co-operated with enterprises looking to the

public good. They have recently arranged with the

“National Dredging Company” to fill up to a proper
level many acres of marsh on the south side, in further-

ance of a long time favorite project of Mr. Heald
of extending Wilmington, practically, to the Dela-

ware river. Mr. Heald tor himself and jointly with this

Company and other land owners, has controlled about

1,000 acres in Wilmington and suburbs during the past

30 years, a large portion of which has been suitably di-

vided and become productive property. The liberal

terms offered purchasers, and the loans made them to

facilitate building operations, have encouraged the erec-

tion of a large number of houses in the various portions

of the Company’s purchases. A peculiar feature of .Mr.

Heald’s operations has been his constant aim to obtain

control of the large estates of tenacious holders and to

subdivide and scatter such properties among numerous
purchasers by means of peremptory auction sales. By
these methods large tracts, which had been withheld from
improvement, have been made immediately available to

persorrs of moderate means ; and it may be doubted
whether a more effectual mode for preventing ihe “fenc-

ing in” of the city, and for promoting its permanent
growth and prosperity could have been devised. Having
served as a Director for many years in one of the State

banks, Mr; Heald promptly recognized the value of the

National Banking System, and while others were hesitat-

ing, he took the leading part in organizing the first Na-
tional Bank in the State of Delaware, in which he re-

mained as Director until 1S76, when he voluntarily re-

signed. The subject of National finances, especially since

tlie war of the rebellion, properly attracted the atten-

tion of all thoughtful citizens, and Mr. Heald gave much

j

consideration to this vii.illy interesting question. He

I

published several articles, taking on equitable and con-
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stitutional grounds, and in the direct interest of our own i

silver-producing country, a decided positi'^Ti in Dvor of

bi-metalism. With a desire to enlist the active co-opera-

tion of citizens in the general advancement of the mate-

rial interests of Wilmington, Mr. Heald took measures
|

in his early business life to aid in organizing a Board of
;

Trade, and repeated the same Liter in 1867. He was '

also a delegate in the organization ot the National Board
;

of Trade, at Philadelf'hia, in 1S68, and a delegate to the

same at two subsequent Annual Meetings in Buffalo and
:

in Philadelphia, where he took positions in tavor of a
|

reduction of United States postage to two cents, of a
|

United States postal telegraph system with uniform rates
j

of ten cents for ten words, and for the encouragement of
1

commercial facilities between Central and South America
j

and the United States. On his return from Europe in :

1867 Mr. Heald resumed his real estate operations, and I

entered zealously into all movements for the progress of

the city. His Quaker education and early affiliations
!

gave him close sympathy with the anti-slavery movement 1

in its political aspects, and he took an early and leading
|

part in the formation of the Republican party in Dela-
j

ware. He had supported Fremont for President in 1856,
;

had been one of the Delaware delegates to the Chicago
Convention of i860, which nominated Lincoln, and of

1868, which nominated Grant, and was chairman of the

State Central Committee at the special election of 1863,

which resulted in the election of Hon. N. B. Smithers,
the Republican candidate to Congress. These services

and the successful energy of Mr. Heald in behalf of his
|

adopted city, brouglit him prominently forward as an
1

available candidate for Representative to Congress, and
j

he received the P-C^ublic^n nominatinu for th.at nosition
‘

in 1870. He made a vigorous campaign, and although
he ran considerably ahead of his ticket, he was doomed
to inevitable defeat from the growing adhesion of the
State to the Democratic cause, following the events and
national policy at the close of the rebellion. The pecu-
liar geographical formation of the land of the Peninsula,
comprising all of Delaware State and certain counties of

Maryland and Virginia, with Wilmington at its head
and as its natural metropolis, had suggested to Mr. Heald
his first idea of “ Wilmington as a railroad centre,”
and he joined in the original subsciption to the Dela-
ware railroad, since grown, with its various connections,
into a general Peninsular system of nearly five hundred
miles, its main outlet and connection wuth other lines

being at Wdmington. Mr. Heald had long believed
that the position of Wilmington, in close proximity at
once to deep tide water and to the iron and coal supplies

i

of Pennsylvania, gave peculiar advantages to the place 1

both as a manufacturing and shipping point, which had 1

never been fully appreciated, and that the lines and ,

policy of existing railroads were such as to prevent the
;

full realization of these advantages. Having given
the matter much consideration, Mr. Heald took a
prominent part in the organizing work, and gave
his pecuniary aid in the extension of railroad facili-

ties to the coal regions of Pennsylvania, by the
1

more direct route of the Wilmington and Reading

'

Railroad. He next entered h.eartily upon a project for
the construction of a new railroad into the interior which,
’by lessening the necessary transportation of heavy manu-
facturing materials in time, expense and distance, it was
believed would divert their conveyance by direct route to
Wilmington, and prove the nucleus of an additional
railroad system, making connection at once with the
great Pennsylvania Railroad, but to be ultimately ex-
tended independently and westward through the southern
counties of Pennsylvania. Accordingly an organization
was formed entitled “ The Wilmington and Western
Railroad Company,” of which Mr. Heald, who had con-
tributed liberally of his time and means, was chosen
President and he threw himself into the enterprise v.ith
all the resources of which he was master. The obstacles

proved insurmountable. He had at last committed irre-

t-ievably, The error to which his entire career had been a

constant temptation, the error simpl;.' of being tco far in

advance of his time. The premature character of the
enterprise, the extraordinary cost of the road up the
rocky valley of Red Clay Creek, and the partial diversion
of the expected traffic over the rival route to Delasvare
City, early conspired to indicate a f liiure of the enter-

prise, which was hopelessly assured b;/ the financial <:ol-

lapse of 1873. The road was built, through many ob-
stacles, to Landenburg, a distance of about 20 miles,

when all attempts a: its further construction were aban-
doned. When repeated predictions of failure impaired
the credit and crippled the efforts of the company, Mr.
Heald, aroused to his utmost determination, had pledged
his private fortune to ensure the success of the enterprise,

and when the crash came, he was brought to the verge
of bankruptcy. This wms .Mr. Heald’s first material de-
feat in his numerous business undertakings, and he was
bowed low, not alone by wounded pride and financial

embarrassment, but by the losses of those who had em-
barked their means in the enterprise No man ever
cherished a keener sense of honor or business credit, and
he was so old-fashioned in his notions upon these mat-
ters, that he could not comprehend the mysteries of mod-
ern stock manipulations, but innocently supposed that

Railroads were paid for by the men who planned and built

them, and his sensitive fear that he might be unable to

meet every actual, constructive, or possible obligation of
a personal character, grew from morbid anxiety to rack-
ing, mental torture. In this dark hour his great solace
was the grateful hand-grasp from numerous poor men
who had been helped to their little homes by his liberal

policy. Nor was he wholly forgotten by generous friends

who had valued him in prosperity. Through their timely
aid and his own fertility of expedient and dauntless spirit,

he has been enabled to resume his active and useful

career, and is found as ever in full accord with every
movement looking to the public prosperity. That this

railroad project was premature rather than intrinsically

unwise, is already beginning to be manifest. The gar-

ment was simply cu‘ too large for the body. A western
or more stalwart growth would have already filled the
measure to profitable use. As it is, the future effect

upon the city’s durable prosperity will justify the gener-
ous faith if not the calculating sagacity of its projectors.

It is a consolation to Mr. Heald to have already realized

that the Wilmington and Western Railroad has been
merged with an important through railroad line interest,

and that the enterprise may yet prove to be a material

aid in the development of the general commercial inter-

ests of Wilmington, through extensions north and south
and to the Delaware river. The dominating trait in Mr.
Heald’s character is his scrupulous care to do the fullest

possible justice to others in all his business relations.

The somewhat morbid exercise ( f this propensity has
not unfrequently led him into acts of positive injustice to

himself in his business transactions. To such a man it

is a proud satisfaction to feel that through his severe

ordeal, there was never a single protest or dishonor of

his business paper, nor the slightest reason for refiection

upon his personal integrity. In the many trusts that

have been confided with Mr. Heald he has adopted an
indexible rule not to run the risk of using for his private

purposes, even temporarily any part of the means en-

trusted to him. Without disparagement of the services

of others it is not too much to say that Mr, Heald is more
thoroughly identified with the interests of Wilmington,
in their most progressive developments, than any other

man wuhin her limits. He is a representative man in

the highest sense of the term, and the impress he will

have left upon the time and community in which he lives

will be found in their worthiest achievements. If the

Wilmington of the future is to be a grander and more
enlightened city than tlie Wilmington of the past—if it
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HISTORY OF DELAWARE.

shall be richer in all the elements that should constitute

a noble and prosperous community, it will largely result

from the broad foresight, the persistent faith and the in-

spiring energy of Mr. Heild. He has always indeed

held ad'.anceci notions of the moral attitude of the rich

man in the community where his wealth has been

amassed. He emphatically denies the comnron assump-
tion that a man may rightfully dispose of his own as he

may choose, e.xclusively. Since his wealth was not .ac-

quired from the air or from nothing, but from the com-
munity in which he holds a responsible position, it

should be shared by that community, and to it he is in

some sense responsible for its proper disposition. Ac-
tuated by these views, Mr. Heald in the days of his pros-

perity contributed with a liberal hand to charitable ob-

jects and to all purposes tending to the imrnediite and
prospective welfare of the public. In the same spirit he
made a handsome donation of the ground since used as a

burial place for Soldiers and Sailors and of a lot for a

monument to their memory, and hence also his prompt
co-operation in furtherance of ampler Hotel and Opera
House facilities and ef other enterprises and objects per-

taining to the common good. If he can be said to have
a hobby, it is the progress of the city in all that makes
happy homes and a prosperous people, and ev'ery well-

considered movement looking to such result, is assured

in advance, of his cordial co-operation. To achieve the

results which have tlius been the aim of his life, Mr.

Heald is admirably fitted by the balanced elements of

his character. He unites broad generalization with rare

capacity for practical detail. He can conceive and exe-

cute with equal facility. His contagious enthusiasm is

tempersd by insthod last

I

degree of rigidity. A positive man in every fibre and
in=t-inct of his nature, he can yet give an emphatic
“no” with a suavity that avoids offense. With oi'-nin.

izing power of the first order, he combines at once c^uick

;

decision, tact, a conciliatory tone, an imperious will, and
: all those pronounced characteristics that confer execu-
tive force and the power to command. Ii. ought not to

j

be out of place to add here that these qualifications of

the man of afiTairs are supplemented in Mr. Heald, by
msthetic tastes and affable manners suited to cultured
society, and by the gentler graces that enhance the
blessings of home, and, moreover, to those who best
understand him, he is known as a kind husband and
father, a chivalrous friend and open foe, a jolly com-
panion and a good fellow. Mr. Heald has had seven
children, rive of whom, two sons and three daughters,
are living. Mr. Heald has been fortunate in his domes-

j

tic relations. Mrs. Heald is the model wife and mother.
Her modest household virtues, her gentle fortitude and
patient faith, have been the solace and the staff of her

I

husband, while their generous hospitality is the delight

,

of a large circle of friends and younger connections, who
I look to their home, as in a sense, a family heritage of

I

ancestral hospitalities. However Mr. Heald’s purposes

i

or methods may be criticised, it will be conceded that he
I has always identified his own with the city’s interests.

He has thoroughly sealed his faith by his works. If he
. has made money out of his many operations, he has
made it by aiding, rather than by retarding the public

prosperity, and when his labors shall be more amply
justified by the proud results of after years, a grateful

people cannot fail to hold his name in kindly remem-
brance.



YJ40TCUI

i.r

triu ,1'.

^ 9fi»7nl5^

q S'*»' r<,nwJt im<{ iH Xit>V ”

.'!. // -'S«..5|iv #»; .-/« i*|tt 1frtV/7> J|.tf4i»»

-r-‘y- 1 tM.a u,tft t :'(./^>,r r,r,h l•y3n<f('aL ikittt J***’ ^ «n9'»oo

I Ml -^OJ^S t„(t} ti* oJoMjo )o l.it, ,tm*^./IU^

v< >' n .^r[..,.,r,,r.,u,,..„:iTi'i]::'^^^
l ;>.^ ,ld,T,. b,,c .M., M»,llMi I

cd> '
I

i-.-i

I'

a

•
. !tns }^rf^ IWAIJJ arj) .(,J by!-

Lt'v VI -7; 01 ^V'j/cvom ,b/»o lo •spUftoW
l < i .i/ ft fti. ^ 9^ ,in.rf 'jw

* J-ujr fc.TSM’ ^«e*iUvir1 k‘ t r>^rf) 64
;

•/»» #.» r'i‘»/

>.{ tuti i..iivj ,ii/ .**o!hl JxK»5 o b*u« oeiato
,1 .-iiovutji anrt.. .twi* >(«« cf>*» l«j .itaifcJblb
• • '. .• • *.( ..'c/iuji-il n'3:,y: ,,iv!

i I»r ;-!,u„f ayli ;, W<r&H aif
i-r,6 O uiiri Oii; J}< 1x7 .iiahfv {4o4wwoi» !-)]>< ctr vail
I .[/ !..

.>Y'
* '• {'•'-• w*;ky 3 f{f fiorx/ swxrt .rtiiot. 403 |?y..a

i<U'->t> ."'I< ' i!UOIS(i:;g Thtij Ai/lp'
c; -- .ft.'jB I .,.,u*j »>,-jni*cir\- bn* kbiishl sta.Th 9yv-J £ Jtj !

| j r-ry.i.,;.,I ijlwn/) 6 ,»tilAI i. ftl « ,S(nt}H llOiU OJ j/04ll
'

r ..s'.t;i)i(, t M*aH. ' * -

^'^ >«(Ji iiabaanoo

,1 *; ....
“ -- - -T' *»'••»**• «twi» lO-iu/i sif» ruort ^‘V

U ,n.)uJ,oq 4i7dwo«»(]»3 i * 8bio/l >4 rfjiriy, J vjJnom
o7 <y vJ_ 4 i(

I < bn* ,^kliitv)iiy«,> Wdl ^4 IwUl* &d Wo/i*^«A Of iwl jrffb«W|WI ^

iu bl/. 4 ; .iW 8j 3df fd b^JAirtuh oipnlfjjftij OJ Na-rt l^'^.i. ft l>^innoa> 7myrbo« flt. ?i(j nr :»»wqTi«i K* i^Kjaai
o4 ifri*jif jkbiiit^ Pt (NWb<j ^vt|{|[»Qcotq *«
« oa*y b«w*r»v 3 f<( Iff a ai>A«B

"

e- Toi Jof ftjo InA ttoUoa |)Oft- tvrfUoa- wl »tl» iehiiif
jq<7i^7n «i;ii i>n« a»

aa<j«»drrp> q/
i->q yvl?o t* lap a *PfjjOa«l ajiiott

0V< d.ni la4U » niO »ft .17 ^A«?3| OOm«>03 »» QJ jrjjrtl«l

ii?SkS'S3

»3 <lfcT<l I IMI •.,» M- |-4v»»a Aao









http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found


http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found


http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found
http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found

